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Mr. Robert H, Tuttle
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5) I have served as Membership and Education Chairman of
the YPO-LA Chapter and now Vice Chairman.

6) I havethe time to serve actively as well as the desire.

Best regards,

KATELL PROPERTIES, INC.

rald’L. Katell
esident
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The developer as futurist

Jerry Katell builds offices and industrial parks for 21st century

LORI VALESKO /DALY NEWS

By MORRIS NEWMAN
Daily News Statf Writer

Developer Jerry Katell
said that when he met sci-
ence-fiction  writer Ray
Bradbury at a recent so-
cial event, he realized that
he and the master fanta-
sist had something in

VALLEY
DEVELOPERS

faffalaj
common.

*“Like Bradbury, I'm a futurist,” said Ka-

teil.

But while Bradbury looks forward to fu-
ture centuries, Katell has a more short- term
view. His 1ask is to predict what will happen
in the West Valley and surrounding regions
within the next five or 10 years.

As a forecaster, Katell has been a crack
shot: He has positioned himself in two com-
munities that are quickly emerging as out-
posts of the West Valley's explosive subur-
ban growth — Agoura Hills and Valencia.

A former partner and protege of Ray
Watt — president of Watt Industrics in
Santa Monica and for many years the lar-
gest homebuilder in California — Katclt
struck out on his own in 1983 and quickly
established himself as the largest office de-
veloper in Agoura Hills and the leading in-
dustrial developer in Valencia,

With his joint venture partners, Katell
currently controls office parks in Valencia.
Agoura Hills and Brea, where 1.5 million
square fect of new buildings are under con-
struction. The value of the projects built by
Katelt Propertics is $500 million.

Katell's activity in Agoura Hills and Va-
lencia reflects the burgeoning development
activity that has grown up in the West Val-
ley. The comerstone is Wamer Center. the
pathbreaking business park in Woodland
Hills, whose success popularized the West
Valley. With Warner Center almost built to
capacity. development has traveled further
west on the Ventura Freeway along the so-
called Technology Corridor — the area be-
tween Woodland Hills and Newbury Park.

The fast growth of both population and
business has also spread north to Valencia,
where industrial construction predomi-
nates. The dominant local landowner. Ne-
whall Land & Farming Co.. has developed
about 3.000 acres of housing, retail and in-
dustrial buildings in its 10,000-acre spread
in the rapidly growing area.

Katell. 46, who bases his firm in Tor-
rance and lives in Rancho Palos Verdes,
said that his prominence is due largely to
tuck. That luck has not spared him from at-
tacks by neighborhood groups in Agoura
Hilis, who have opposed successive phases

Developer Jerry Katell, holding hard hat, looks over construction of Valencia
Gateway Plaza which, when completed, will resemble artist's drawing below.

of his 34-acre Agoura Hills Technology
Park.

In public hearings last year, Agoura Hills
residents scored Katell for removing oak
trees. Jevelling hills and blocking mountain
views with new construction. He countered
that most of the oak trees uprooted by con-
struction were transplanted elsewhere in
Agoura Hills. and that the views would not
be affected.

After 26 public hearings during 1985 and
1986, Katell reccived approval for the
Agoura Hills project.

“It’s frustrating,” he said. I had an artist
prepare a drawing of the building donc ex-
actly to scale, showing that the building
would not block their views. But people
said. ‘This is faked. You're a liar” It
hurts.”

.Nor were all observers pleased with the
tooks of three Katell buildings. built to the
specifications of their current owner. Tera-
dyne Inc. Not only are the buildings plain
and unpretentious in design — a specific re-
quirement of Teradyne -— but some Agoura
Hills residents complained of the bright
pink color of the Teradyne structures. dub-
bing them “the Pepto-Bismol buildings.”

*That’s the color (thc Agoura Hills Plan-

ning Commission) chose.,” said Katcll.
“Personally. I thought the color was a little
pink.” (City officials claim they chose a co-
coa beige.)
“Of all the builders we've had to deai
with, he was the most difficult.” said Jack
W. Koenig. Agoura Hills Mayor Pro Tem.
*He forced his way into (Agoura Hills) and
aggravated everybody in the process.™

Koenig was panticularly irked that the
three Teradyne buildings were approved be-
fore the Agoura Hills General Plan was fin-
ished. “Those buildings never should have
been approved.” .

The Katell project became highly politic-
ized and later became an issue in the 1985
mayoral and City Council clections. Koenig
said. “*More than anyonc else, Jerry Katell
put me on the City Council.” Koenig said.
Koenig. Mayor Fran Pavley and City Coun-
cilwoman Darlene McBane were ali elected
on a slow-growth platform calied Agoura
"85.

Katell said he found objections to new
commercial development to be ironic.
Agoura Hills. he said. is filled with develop-
ment eyesores, such as shoddy strip-retail
buildings. spa outlets and unsightly bill-
boards. many of which were built before the
incorporation of the city and the creation of
the strict design controls. “There should be
an attitude of cooperation (with developers)
to upgrade the scenery along the Ventura
Freeway corridor,” he said.
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