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BACKGROUND

In October of 1983, a military coup occurred in
Grenada. As a result, President Ronald Reagan
determined that the lives of 800 American
medical students in Grenada were at risk.

As a result, he decided to utilize presidentialb,ﬁ
authority under the War Powers Act and send in

- American troops to rescue the American Medical
Students. What follows is a letter to Tip O'Neill,
_Jr., Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President Pro Tempore of
the Senate.
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DOCUMENT EXCERPT

"In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informed on this matter,
and consistent with the War Powers Resolution, I am providing this report on
this deployment of the United States Armed Forces. |

..This deployment of the United States Armed Forces is being undertaken

pursuant to my constitutional authority with respect to the conduct of foreign 1]
relations and as Commander-in-Chief of the United States Armed Forces.” E
! 1
! Letter from President Ronald Reagan to The Honorable Thomas P W

| ('Neill, Jr., Speaker of the House of Representatives and Letter
from President Ronald Reagan to The Honorable Strom Thrumand,
President Pro Tempore of the Senate,
October 25, 1983.

Document courtesy of Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Archives |‘.
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WAR POWERS ACT — The War Powers Act was passed in 1973 over President Richard Nixon’s veto.
The War Powers Act states that:

* The president must notify Congress within 48 hours of commitment of U.S. troops abroad.
* The President must withdraw troops in 60-90 days unless Congress approves the action.

Section 3 of the War Powers Act states:

“The President in every possible instance shall consult with Congress before introducing United States Armed Forces
into hostilities or into situation where imminent involvement in hostilities is clearly indicated by the circumstances,
and after every such introduction shall consult regularly with the Congress until United States Armed Forces are no
longer engaged in hostilities or have been removed from such situations.”

QUESTIONS

1. What is meant by the term “constitutional authority”?

2. Was President Ronald Reagan acting within his constitutional authority when he
made the decision to commit U.S. troops to Grenada? Explain.

3. Why do you think President Ronald Reagan’s aids were eager for him to send the
attached letter to Congress?

CONNECTIONS TO CALIFORNIA STANDARDS

11.9-Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II.

12.4-Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the
three branches of government as established by the U.S. Constitution.
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