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Students at every grade level can benefit from participating in the “Inside the White House” activities and 
viewing the exhibit.

In addition to exploring the “people’s house”, young people can engage in discussions regarding:
•	 The role of  an American leader
•	 The office of  the President of  the United States
•	 Symbols of  our nation

Utilize the curriculum to engage in the following Historical and Social Science Analysis Skills:

K-5	
•	 Research, Evidence, and Point of  View
	 Students pose relevant questions about events they encounter in historical documents, eyewitness 		
	 accounts, oral histories, letters, diaries, artifacts, photographs, maps, artworks, and architecture.

•	 Historical Interpretation
	 Students identify the human and physical characteristics of  the places they are studying and explain 		
	 how those features form the unique character of  those places.

6-8
•	 Research, Evidence, and Point of  View
	 Students frame questions that can be answered by historical study and research.
	 Students assess the credibility of  primary and secondary sources and draw sound conclusions from them.

9-12
•	 Chronological and Spatial Thinking
	 Students relate current events to the physical and human characteristics of  places and regions.

•	 Historical Research, Evidence, and Point of  View
	 Students construct and test hypotheses; collect, evaluate, and employ information from multiple primary 	
	 and secondary sources; and apply it in oral and written presentations.

The “Inside the White House Exhibit” is a wonderful introduction to young students of  the White House 
and an important National Symbol.  The following content standards are directly addressed:

K.2	 Students recognize national and state symbols and icons such as the national and state flags, 
		  the bald eagle, and the Statue of  Liberty.

K.4	 Students compare and contrast the location of  people, places, and environments and describe 
		  their characteristics.

1.3		 Students know and understand the symbols, icons, and traditions of  the United States that 
		  provide continuity and a sense of  community across time.

3.4		 Students understand the role of  rules and laws in our daily lives and the basic structure
		  of  the U.S. government.
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The White House
http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/history/
http://www.whitehousehistory.org
http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/oval_office/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/history/rooms/

Children in the White House 
http://www.whitehousehistory.org/04/subs/04_a02_d.html
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/studentactivity/20090116a.pdf

White House Pets
http://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/whitehousepets-1.htm

Suggested Lesson Plans
http://www.crayola.com/lesson-plans/detail/the-white-house-lesson-plan/
http://www.whitehousemuseum.org/special/lesson.htm 
http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/02/lp254-04.shtml
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=463 
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=334
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Construction of  the White House began October 13, 1792 and it was completed on 
		    November 11, 1800.  The first president to occupy the White House was John Adams.  
There are 132 rooms, 35 bathrooms, 28 fireplaces, 147 windows, 412 doors, 8 staircases, 
6 levels, and 3 elevators in the residence.

The White House, known as the people’s house, is a symbol of  the American Presidency.  
Utilized as both the office of  the President of  the United States and the private residence, 
it performs a variety of  formal and informal functions.

The unique nature of  the White House caused President Reagan to exclaim to First Lady, 
Mrs. Nancy Reagan, “Honey, I’m living above the store again.”

Grades K-5

1. 	 Make a list of  symbols that represent the United States.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
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2.	 Draw a picture of  your favorite national symbol.

3.	 If  you were to move to the White House, what three items from home would you want 
	 to take with you?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
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4.	 Imagine your own room in the White House. Draw a picture of  this room in the space below.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Favorite Room

1.	 What was your favorite room in the White House?

2.	 Explain why it was your favorite.

3.	 Draw a picture of  your favorite room in the White House.
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4.	 Now, draw a picture of  what you think the room will look like in 100 years.

5.	 Explain your drawing.  What did you include that was different?  What stayed the same?

6.	 Present your drawing to your class.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
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7.	 Dedicate a room to a president. Explain below which president you would choose and why.

	

8. What would the room be used for?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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23.

24.

25.
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Grades 6-12

Class Activities:

•	 Research other leaders’ homes, such as 10 Downing Street in London. 

•	 Create a class bulletin board of  pictures and descriptions of  leaders’ homes around the world.  

•	 Discuss: Compare and contrast the different leaders’ homes.  What are similarities and 		
	 differences about each of  the homes?  

OR

•	 Create a bulletin board of  other public buildings such as schools, concert halls, museums, 
	 etc. in the United States and/or around the world.

•	 Discuss: Compare and contrast the White House to the other buildings.

•	 What if  the White House architects had helped create your school?  What would it look like?

Storybook Project:

Create a 10 page storybook for children illustrating and explaining your ten favorite areas
of  the White House.

Include:

1.	an introduction to the miniature White House listing each of  your favorite rooms.

2.	a picture of  each of  your favorite rooms.

3.	a description of  each room with an explanation why it is one of  your favorite rooms.

4.	a conclusion discussing how you think the White House may change in 100 years.
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The first state dinner for a foreign head of  state was held by President and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant 
on December 12, 1874 for King David Kalakaua of  Hawaii.

Since that first dinner, many traditions have been added to state and official visits – yet the 
common theme of  forging friendships, exchanging knowledge and building bridges that 
last for years to come remain unchanged.

State dinners require about two months of  preparation and a staff  of  over 100 – including 
36 waiters.

State dinner related documents from the Reagan Library:
•	 Invitation (pg. 15)
•	 Program (pg. 16)
•	 Menu (pg. 17)
•	 Scenario (pg. 18)
•	 List of  dinner guests (pg. 19)
•	 Seating arrangements (pg. 20)

Question: Which document is the most interesting to you?  Why?
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Review the Reagan Library primary source documents related to state dinners. 
Then, plan your own state dinner by answering the following questions:

1.	Decide which head of  state you would like to invite to your state dinner.

2.	Explain why you have chosen this head of  state to join you at a state dinner.

3.	List and describe 2 goals of  your state dinner.

4.	Explain how you will accomplish these goals at your state dinner.

5.	List twenty other guests you would like to include at the state dinner and explain why 	
	 you have selected each of  these guests.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
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8.
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3.

4.

5.

6.
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8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
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6.	In which room would you like to hold your state dinner?  Why?

7.	Choose the entertainment for your dinner and explain why you have chosen this entertainment.

8.	What will you serve at your state dinner? Why?

Create and present the following in a written or digital format.
1.	Design a state dinner invitation.
2.	Design a program for your dinner.
3. Design a menu.

Follow up with an essay or discussion:
1.	Compare and contrast your materials from the materials utilized by the White House 		
	 under President Reagan’s Administration. What is similar and different about the 
	 materials you created?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
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8.
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•Invitation•
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•Program•
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Look at the pictures on the next page.  Then, answer the following questions.

1.	Pick your favorite picture. Picture number

2.	What area of  the White House do you think this picture is in? Explain.

3.	Why is this your favorite picture?

4.	Why do you think the White House has an East Wing and a West Wing?  

5.	Do you think the president should live at the White House and work at the White House?  Why?

6.	What do you think is the most important room in the White House? Why?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
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See picture descriptions on back page.



40 PRESIDENTIAL DRIVE
SIMI VALLEY, CA 93065

(805) 577-4000 • www.reaganlibrary.com

Picture Answer Key ((page 23): 1. Cross Hall, 2. Oval Office, 3. Cabinet Room, 4. Red Room, 5. West Sitting Hall, 6. James S. Brady 
Press Briefing Room, 7. President and First Lady’s Bedroom, 8. Rose Garden


