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—a way which if followed the world will

forever applaud and God must forever bless.
Ih.

i Beware of rashness, but with energy and

. gleepless vigilance go forward and give us vic-
- tories.
£ Letter to Major General Joseph
Hooker [January 26, 1863 [

ez The Father of Waters again goes unvexed
;ﬁ to the sea.

: Letter to James C. Conkling
Ak [August 26, 1867 ]

‘s 1 have endured a great deal of ridicule
wwithout much malice; and have received a
great deal of kindness, not quite free from
© ridicule. I am used to it
; Letter to James H. Hackett
[November 2, 8]

%4~ Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers
w‘-‘;‘{* brought forth on this continent, a new na-
:&°tion, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to
‘ﬁ.:'.ﬂqe proposition that all men are created
¥ equal.
“i7 . Now we are engaged in a great civil war,
i testing whether that nation or any nation so
sl coneeived and so dedicated can long endure.
e - We are met on a great battlefield of that war.
%8~ We have come to dedicate a portion of that
- fleld, as & final resting place for those who
“’f"%here gave their lives that that nation might
“live. It is altogether fitting and proper that
= we should do this. o
s:'; But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate
~we cannot consecrate—we cannot hallow
— this ground. The brave men, living and
; dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it
+ % far above our poor power to add or detract.
1 e world will little note nor long remember
'what we say here, but it can never forget
what they did here. It is for us, the living,
rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished
Work which they who fought here have thus
80 nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be
re dedicated to the great task remaining
%y o ore u2—that from these honored dead we
i El];ia Increased devotion to that cause for
",Mk ¥hich they pave the last full measure of devo-
i that we here highly resolve that these
i shall not have died in vain; that this
!'Ee;:\ under God, shall have a new birth of
by th m; and that governmeént of the people,

£ people, for the people, shall not perish
™ the earth, 1 peep .

Address at Gettysburg
[November 1g, 1865]
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The President last night had a dream. He
was in a party of plain people and as it be-
came known who he was they began to com-
ment on his appearance. One of them said,
“"He is a common-looking man.”” The Presi-
dent replied, "Common-loocking people are
the best in the world: that is the reason the
Lord makes so many of them.”

From Letters of John Hoy and Ex-
trocts from His Diary, edited by
C. L. Hay (December a3, 1863 |

I claim not to have controlled events, but
confess plainly that events have controlled
me.

Letter to A, G. Hodges [April 4,
1864 |

The world has never had a good definition
of the word liberty. And the American people
just now are much in want of one. We all
declare for liberty; but in using the same
word we do not mean the same thing. With
some, the word liberty may mean for each
man to do as he pleases with himself and the
product of his labor; while with others the
same word may mean for some men to do as
they please with other men and the product
of other men's labor. Here are two, not only
different, but incompatible things, called by
the same name, liberty. And it follows that
each of the things is by the respective parties
called by two different and incompatible
names, liberty and tyranny.

The shepherd drives the wolf from the
sheep’s throat, for which the sheep thanks
the shepherd as his liberator, while the
wolf denounces him for the same act. . . .
Plainly the sheep and the wolf are not agreed
upon a definition of liberty.

Address at the Sanitary Fair,
Baltimore [April 18, 1864]

I do not allow myself to suppose that either
the convention or the League have concluded
to decide that [ am either the greatest or best
man in America, but rather they have con-
cluded that it is not best to swap horses while
crossing the river, and have further con-
cluded that I am not so poor a horse that they
might not make a botch of it in trying to
swap.

Reply to the National Union
League [June g, 1864]

Truth is generally the best vindication
against slander.

Letter to Secretary Stanton, refus-

ing to dismiss Postimaster-General

Montgomery Blair [July 18, r864]
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