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THE WH IT E HO US E 

WA S HI N G T ON 

Apr il 4 , 1 9 85 

Dear Mr . General Secretary : 

The visit to Mo s c ow of a congressional delegation 
he ade d by the distinguished Speaker o f our Ro u s e 
of Representatives provides an important, new 
o pportunity f or a h igh-level exchange of vie ws 
between our t wo countri es. I hope yo ur meeting 
wi t h the Speaker and his colleagues wi l l r esult in 
a ser i ous and useful discussion. 

I be lieve meetings at the political l evel a r e 
vital ly important if we a re to bu i ld a more 
constructi ve rela t ionsh ip be t we en our t wo 
countries . I bel ieve my me e t i ng s i n Wa s h i ngto n 
wi t h First De puty P r emie r Gromyko and Mr . 
Shcherbitsky and your discussion i n Mos c ow with 
Vice Pre s i de n t Bush and Secr e t ary Shul t z both 
s erved this purpose . As you know , I l ook forward 
t o meeting with you persona lly at a mutually 
convenient time. Together , I am con fiden t that we 
can provide the important political impetus you 
mentioned in your last l etter for moving t owa r d a 
more constructive and stable r elationship between 
our two countries . 

I be l i eve that new opportuni ties are now opening 
up in U.S. -Sovie t relations . We must take 
advan tage o f them. You know my vie w t hat t here 
are such opportunities in every a rea of our 
relations, inc luding humanitarian, reg i o na l , 
bilatera l and a nns control issues . In improving 
stability t he re is no mOr e important issue than 
the a rm s control .t alks we have j o i n t l y undertaken 
in Geneva. Our negoti a tors have ve ry flexible 
instructions to work wi t h your ne gotiators in 
dra fting agreements wh i ch can lead to radical 
reductions , and toward o u r common goal , the 
e limination of nuclear we a pons . 
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the personal tragedy o f t h i s b rave officer, this 
a ct seemed t o many in our c ountry to be only the 
latest example o f a Sov i e t mi litary action which 
thre atens t o undo o u r best efforts t o fashion a 
sus t a i na b le , more cons t r u c tive relationshi p f or 
the long term . I want you to know it is also a 
matter o f pers onal importance t o me that we take 
s t e ps t o prevent the r eoccurrence o f thi s tragedy 
and I hope you will do all in you r pover t o 
p r eve n t s uch a ctions in the f uture. 

Le t me close by reaffi~ing the value I place in 
o ur cor r e s pondence . I viII be replying i n greater 
d e ta i l t o you r last letter . I hope we c a n con ­
t inue t o speak frankly i n future letter., a. ve 
a t t empt to build s t ronge r r elations between 
ou rsel ve s and be t ween o ur t wo count r ies . 

S ince r e l y , 

His Excellency
 
Mikhail Serge yevich Gor bache v ,
 
Ge ne ra l Secretary , Ce ntral Commi t t ee ,
 
Communi s t Party o f the Soviet Unio n
 
Mo s c ow , U. S .S . R.
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