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Norway and Denmark. The Russians appear to be keen to
from this interest, but-in official statements or cont:
Soviet leaders try not no promote the proposal too harc
the possible <«ception of its ritual mention in meeting

President Kekkonen.

Clearly, the Soviet Union is non willing_to be rus
into any commitmenns about non-stationing of nuclear we
in that part of its own territory which would logicall;
to be included in‘any Nordic Nuciea:-Free Zone, partic
the strategically vitalvxola Peninsula. This response

typified by Brezhnev's replies to questions in the Fin

newspaper Snomen Sosialidemokraatti published on 26 Ju

The' Soviet President welcomed the idea of a NNWFZ, and
assurances that the USSR would not use nuclear weapons
countries part1c1pat1ng 1n a formal nuclear-free zone
A.‘on the questlon of ‘how the;zone proposal mlght apply t
weapons on Sov1et terrltory, Br 'hnev was more caut101
only that the Sovi : Union was prepared‘to discuss wi
countries concerned certain additional‘obiigations wif
regard to the part of\i;s territory adjoining the zon

Brezhnev's statements,\presented by Sovie  spoke:
an important new initiative,knane still not been clar
an autnoritative Soviet source, but several signals i

Soviet media have shown that the Russians are being 1

straigbtforward.

For instance, a commentary by the Soviet news

Novn=ti on 7 July, carried in the Dan: 2t vsp: »r
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suggested that a NNWFZ should include Schleswig-Holstein ' .-

(rart of the FRG), thg 'territorial waters of West Germany',
'the coastal regions of Norway' and even Greenland. A

further Novosti commentary distfibuted in West Berlin n

‘23 July, and reported in the Finnish, Norwegian, Swiss and
American press, stated quite bluntly that though the Soviet
Union supported the establishment of a NNWFZ 'the Kola

Pe¢ ~“.nsula could not form ? part of it'. This is in line‘%ith
the position explicitlystéken b& the Soviet Union in the past,

that a Nordic Zone would apply only to the Nordic countries, -

by which they mean Denmark, Swedeh, Norway and Finland.

-

In its propaganda aimed at these countries, however, the
Sov® 3t Union *3 not constra’  :d by st 1 1 servations. Here,
there is no hesitation in calling for the NNWFZ ahd for

trying to persuade the public in the Nordic countries of the

advantages of such q-plgn. The Russians afe; of course, well
aware of‘the daﬁgers to ﬁATO's qverail security of a NNWFZ,

if im}lemented. Such an'arrangémnt would prevent the Norwegians
énd the Danes from allowing nuclear weépons on théir soil'_

even in time of war, thus seriously damaging NATO's strategi,_
of flexiﬁle response. Once applied Eé the Northern Flank of
NATO, thé idea of a Nuclear-Free Zone for the v’ >le of Europe
would doubtless gain further supporters, léaving Western

Europe vulnerable to the threat from the new generatibn of
Soviet.medium-range missiles (SS 20s) currently béing~deployed -
a threat to which NATO would have no deterrent at an équival;ht'

level.
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This issue came to notice again in mid-June when
)Soviet supersonic 'Backfire' nuclsar bombers were obse
by Norwegian defence forces in international air space
of the Lofotén islands, f —ther south glong the coast
North Norway than they have previously bgen known to

Stockholm Radié on 14 June broadcast 'an interview wit

Norwegign Chief of De?ence Staff,'General Hamre, who'
that nuclear armed 'Backfires' were probably now bei:
stationed in the Kola Peninsula 'in the immediate vi,
Norway, Finland, and even Sweden - and this -is in th

of discussions on a northern zone free from nuclear

-

JAs well as providiﬁg a base for the 'Backfire’'
addition to férty major airfields used by thé Sovie
‘tﬁe Ké ™1 Peninsula_héuses at least two baéesﬁfor th
Soviet gr§und-iaun§héd mediugir;pge ﬁuilea:;miséilf
principal citj}:Mﬁrménsk, is fhe-home port of the g
Navy's Nérthern Fleet, the largest of the four Sov

The area also contains one of the largest'éoﬁcentr

the Soviet Army, includihg units trained in amphit

-

Editorial comment in the Scandinavian preés :
becoming increasingly sceptical about the argumen

NNWFZ and unilateral disarmament in general.

A leading Danish daily.*awspaper, Jyllands 1

24 May commented on the 'various methods practis
. i ' '

apd ¢« her similar regimes' to promote the aims o

! Filty  “Sn’ of appax

worthy organisations and movemeni , inte ia :
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