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RL 427/83 -5~ November 11, 1983

During the rise of "Solidarity," eeveral strikes are
reported to have taken place in a number of Ukrainian cities
and towns.8 In the absence of sufficient information, how-
ever, it is not possible to establish that they were necessar-
ily connected with events in Poland. Undoubtedly though, the
Ukrainian population has not remained totally oblivious to what
has been happening on their western frontier. Throughout the
Polish crisis, the Ukrainian authorities displayed anxiety
about the possible spillover effect and tightened up controls.d
Apparently, this has not prevented some spontaneous manifesta-
tions of support for the Poles. In February and March, 1983,
for instance, leaflets in support of "Solidarity®"™ and urging
workers to strike were reportedly circulated in the Western
Ukraine.10

Vasyl Stus's reflections on the lessons of "Solidarity"
for the Soviet Helsinki monitoring groups is evidence of the
growing sense of disillusionment in some quarters with tradi-
tional forms of open and legalistic dissent in the USSR. The
major offensive against all forms of dissent launched in the
latter part of 1979 has made this type of activity appear to be
increasingly futile and inappropriate. Already several anony-
mous appeals have been made for a new strain of clandestine
more militant, and broader-based resistance to the regime.li
Stus is the first of the well-known dissidents in the Soviet
Union to openly admit that he restrained, apolitical phase of
Soviet dissidence, as exemplified by the Helsinki monitoring
groups, has had its day.

8. See, for example, RL 267/81, "Samizdat report on
Strikes in Kiev," July 6, 1981.

9. See, for example, RL 70/81, "Ukrainian Party Journal
Raises the Specter of Poland," February 17, 1983; see also
RL 422/81, "Ukrainian KGB Chief Warns of Ideological Sabo-
tage," October 22, 1981.

10. Vesti iz SSSR/USSR News Brief, No. 7, April 15,

1983, pp. 7-49.

11. See, for example, the statements issued by the "Demo-
cratic National Front of the Soviet Union," AS 4503, and the
"Initiative Group for a People's Democracy,®” AS 4464; also
the call for an illegal organization to work among the masses,

AS 4547, and the gamjzdat work "The Polish Revolution,®
AS 4904.
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