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THE WHITE HO! ;
Office of the Press Secretary

R V=Y ¥ I Y- Y October 24, 1984

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT CEREMONY WITH UNIVERSITY OF ST. GEORGE'S
MEDICAL STUDENTS

The East Room
3:30 P.M., EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you very much. Well,
good afternoon. I just flew in from Columbus. But, I want to welcome
to the White House this impressive delegation of American students who
were on Grenada at the time of the rescue mission last year. I know
many of you came to see us last year also, and I am especially happy
to have you here with us again and I also want to welcome Ambassador
Xavier of Grenada and our other distinguished guests.

Together, we celebrate today with joy an anniversary of
honor for America -- your rescue and the liberation of our neighbor,
Grenada, from the grip of oppression and tyranny. Just one year ago,
Grenada's Governor General Paul Scoon and members of the Organization
of Eastern Caribbean States called for our help.

Using military force is, I'm sure you realize, the most
serious decision any President must make. It's an awesome responsi-
bility. But the evidence to me was clear. At stake was the freedom
of 110,000 Granadians, the security, the democracies of the Eastern
Caribbean and most important, the safety and well-being of you American
medical students trapped by events that were totally beyond your control.
S0 we approved a military operation to rescue you, to help the people
of Grenada, and to prevent the spread of chaos and totalitarianism
throughout the Caribbean. (Applause.)

Side by side, with forces from neighboring Caribbean
democracies, the brave young soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen
accomplished their mission. They went to Grenada not to conquer, but
to liberate, and they did. They saved the people, they captured tons
of Soviet military equipment and they averted a hostage crises before
it happened. And then, those combat troops left the island so the
Grenadian people could start a new life and give peace, freedom and
democracy, and self-determination a chance.

But today, over 100,000 Soviet troops are still ravaging
Afghanistan. There is a fundamental moral distinction between the
Grenada rescue mission and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan -- a
brutal and, bloody conquest that aims to destroy freedom, democracy,
and self-determination. 1It's the difference between totalitarianism
and democracy, between tyranny and freedom. And it gives all of us
hope for the future to know that you see the difference that others
should have seen from the very beginning.

During the latter part of the 1970's, America passed through
a period of self-doubt and national confusion. We talked and acted
like a nation in decline and the world believed us. Many questioned
our will to continue as a leader of the Western Alliance and to remain
a force for good in the world.
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But I believe this period of self-doubt is over. History
will record that one of the turning points came on a small island in
the Caribbean w re America went to take care of her own -- (applause) --
and to rescue a neighboring nation from a growing tyranny.

Our brave military personnel displayed the same love of
liberty and pe: nal courage which has made our nation great and kept
her free.

And this courage and love of country is also what we saw in
Beirut at virtually the same time. And we will always honor those brave
Americans. Let no one doubt that those brave men were heroes every bit
as much in their peacekeeping mission, as were our men in the rescue
mission in Grenada. (Applause.)

An continue to see this devotion and commitment every
day, on the 4 .tarized zone in Korea and the NATO 1 :s in Europe,
at ses from 10 Garcia to Guam, and on our ships at sea. Young
Americans are proudly wearing the uniform of our country and serving

.th the same ¢ stinction as those who came before.

Cicero once said, "Courage is that virtue which champions the
cause of the right." Well, with us today is a small contingent of
military personnel, a few of the heroeswho took part in the rescue
mission. To each, from the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines, and
four of these brave young Americans are here with me in the podium and
the other four are sitting among the students that they rescued. So
I thank them for joining us today and thank all of you. We're very
greatful to all of you.

Also here in the podium is Miss Kathleen Major, who was a
:dical student and registered nurse one vear ago. And when the fighting

erupted, she nediately went to work tre¢ ing the wounded. And, Miss

Major, we thank you. It was good of you to come today. (Applause.)
Nine n brave men died during the Grenada rescue, serving

their country ¢ the cause of freedom. One of them was Sean Luketina.

He was a paratrooper seriously wounded by a rocket. He was evacuated to
Puerto Rica and there in the hospital sli :d in and out of a coma. His
father, Col. Robin Luketina, a retired mi.i.cary officer who is here with
us today, rushed to his bedside. And Col. Luketina, I'm told that on
one of those moments when your son regained consciousness, you asked him
"Sean, was it worth it?" And "Yes, Dad," *»2 answered. And you asked
again, "Would vou do it again?" and he lo 2d up at you and said, "Hell,
yes, Dad." (A lause.) A few months ago, Sean died of his wounds. But
he, Sean Luket.ua, gave his life in the cause of freedom. He did not
die in vain., ™he young Americans he help to rescue know that. The
liberated peo} 2 of Grenada know that, Grenada's neighbors know that,
and Sean himself knows. So, let us honor him as he would have wished

by keeping faith with the
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October 2, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR RON L_JiMAN
JOHN DOUGLASS
MIKE DONLEY

R0OM: RON SABLE

SUBJECT:

As we _roceed to brir together the various parts
of the President mandat | March 1, 1985 report
to Congress, it y be useful to address a few
areas outlined by Senator Nunn:

- Consideration of new developments in
MX basing.

Cost and deployment at: 2ssment of
Midgetman.

-- Viability outside arms control
agreement .,

- A plan that goes beyond imply putting
the MX into "vulnerable" Minuteman silos.









é‘\%ﬂ EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
’ iz OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET .. ~ . ' <U
‘ WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503

0CT 01 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.J. Res. 653 -- Continuing

Appropriations for the Fiscal Year 1985
Sponsor: Rep. Whitten (D), Mississippi

Lact Day for Action

October 12, 1984

Signature as soon as possible is recommended in order to avoid
the disruption of affected agency activities while debate on a
longer-term continuing resolution is completed.

Dnv-p(\cq

This resolution provides for continuing activities of the Federal
government through October 3, 1984.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Other affected agencies Approval assumr 1

Rarkarnnnd
The new fiscal year begins today, October 1, with Congressional
action still not completed on nine of the thirteen regular
appropriation bills. The Congress is currently debating a
continuing resolution that would provide funding for the full
fiscal year for the agencies covered by these unenacted bills.
The Administration has indicated that both the House and Senate
versions of the continuing resolution under debate are not
acceptable because of excessive funding for many domestic
programs, inclusion of funds for new water proiects. and other
!
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at a restrictive rate while differences over the longer-term
continuing resolution are resolved.



Major Fes

ires of the Resolution

1.

Funding Levels

This continuing resolution provides funding at the current
rate (including supplemental funding) for activities covered
by the following nine appropriations bills:

-- Agriculture
-- Defense

-- District of Columbia
-- Foreign Assistance

-- Interior

-- Labor/HHS/Education
-- Military Construction

-- Transportation
-- Treasury/Postal

This bill also continues to provide funding for the one-year
emergency immigrant education program created over the
Administration's objection in last year's continuing

resolution.

Provisions Affecting Programs

The enrolled resolution contains a provision that would deny
Intelligence Agency, the Department
U.S. intelligence agency from
indirectly, military or paramilitary
While this provision is certainly
not supported by the Administration, the brief span of this
resolution will not hamper the current policies of the

funding for the Central
of Defense or any other
supporting, directly or

operations in Nicaraqua.

Administration.

Recommendation

The funding provided
in 1984.
for

Y

in this resolution represents levels enacted
While these spending levels are not completely adequate

implementing your policies for the entire 1985 fiscal year, I
believe these funding recommendations will permit continued
government operations for the short span of this resolution.

1

i11

David A.
Director

Stockman





