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R E P U B L I C A N S T A T E C O N V E N T I O N 

RONALD REAGAN at SACRAMENTO 

(Address, August 6, 1966) 



Chairman Parkinson, and all the rest of the members of our team here, 

delegates, fellow Califorians, I am sure you must realize without my saying 

it what a thrilling moment this is. What an honor you have done not only 

me but also all of these people here to make us the standard-bearers for the 

cause we represent. 

It's wonderfully thrilling to be back in Sacramento again although I 

must confess that some of the changes were a little disappointing. Arriving 

at the airport yesterday I was sorry that Mr. Cranston wasn't there to meet 

me. 

I will bet all of you saw the television in the last few days about 

the Governor's fishing trip into the High Sierras. It was nonpartisan and 

nonpolitical. There was, however, one brief mention of the fact that they 

weren't biting and he said, "They must be Republicans." That isn't true. 

They are just like all the rest of us in California. They have discovered 

that everything that is offered to them has a hook in it. 

You have met our team here and we've talked throughout this conference 

about campaigning as a team but there's something that we haven't mentioned 

enough that is vitally important and goes beyond the campaign and that is, 

we'll serve as a team in administering the affairs of the state .. , 

From Frank Jordan, our voice of experience who unfortunately couldn't 

be with us here tonight, to Ivy Baker Priest, who brings to us the prestige 

of the job that she held as United States Treasurer ... she is the first 

woman nominee for a constitutional office , I believe, in the history of 

California. 

To Houston Flournoy, experienced as a legislator and familiar with some 

of the most nagging problems that confront us in the state, particularly 

that problem that has to do with inheritance tax appraisers. I think he 

wi.11 ,,ut an end to maintaining a personal anuy of cam1•aigners at public 
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expense and I think he will ask some very real and per tinent questions, such 

as, "Will the real Alan Cranston stand up?". 

Spencer Williams is the Attorney General nominee. It will no longer 

be possible to have a quiet little $200 million tax scandal in California. 

The Attorney General says oh, he had some suspicions about 10 years ago, but 

he wasn't able to find anything. Two newspapermen from San Francisco could 

find it and they didn't have an office directly across the hall from the 

Assessor's office. 

Spence will inform the people of the state more fully in the days ahead 

while his opponent will pretend it didn't happen. 

It is time that the people of California got their money's worth from 

the salaries paid some of their top executives and with Bob Finch as Lieu­

tenant Governor, this state will get it. 

Right now, we see the spectacle of the Governor and the Lieutenant 

Governor who can't even agree on their future party chairman. I pledge to 

you that Bob Finch and I will work as partners full-time. We are in com­

plete agreement that the Lieutenant Governor will play a major role in ad­

ministering this state and put an end to silent salaried ghosts roaming the 

halls of the State House. 

While we are on the subject of the State House, let me also say in 

answer to some of the things that might have been going around that the 

fine public servants, that great staff of career employees here in California, 

will have nothing to fear from this state or this team. 

For too long and in too many instances, they have been limited in their 

service. Their experience and their professional skill were made virtually 

useless in many instances by political hacks and cronies who have be i~ n 

appointed to executive positions above them in areas where they had no c,cper-
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ience, or no knowledge of the department·s they were supposed to administer. 

To the people of California and to these fine state employees, let's 

make one thing plain: We do not seek office to simply take over the patron­

age and bureaucratic jungle created by the present administration. Where­

ever possible we will call upon the knowledgeable state employees and in 

every case appointments will be based on merits and not blood relationships. 

In short, we seek victory not for political expediencies or pride of 

party but to restore morality and dignity to government. 

But while we are here and jubilant in our mood, let's realize our task 

isn't easy. Within reecnt days a meeting has been held in our state called 

by some of the sultans of labor. Hopefully, they thought the meeting was 

supposed to be kept quiet. But royalty can't travel incognito. So impor­

tant was this meeting that even the leader of the airline strike left that 

battlefield to be present. 

The plans were laid for raising an unprecedented $3 million for the 

California campaign and much of this will not have to be reported as cam­

paign contributions. It will be classified as "educationa;J." spending , bu t 

will hardly be spent in a nonpartisan way. Nor will the rank and file of 

labor be asked if its spending reflects their political thinking. 

Already expensive paper brochures have appeared and labor papers are 

front-paging propaganda--much of it based on inaccuracies and out r ight 

falsehoods. Let's make one thing plain when we speak of labor, and all of 

us should keep this in mind throughout the campaign. We must differen­

tiate between the hierarchy--those professional bosses of labor- - and the 

vast rank and file of the membership, because that membership i s made up of 

millions of honest, fair-minded, patriotic Americans. 

We have something to offer them. 
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Their own leadership no longer believes in their capacity to run their 

own 11f"f1tl t:H , One of th~ Hpokesmen, rather Lale nt.e<l in creating whodunit 

f icllon for cheap programs--Mr. Pills, explained it when he said, "Any uni,on 

membe r who doesn' l vote as he ls onlercd lo hy unlo11 leaders iH es gull Ly 

of being anti-labor as if he went through a picke t line . '' 

That is an insult to every working man and every woman and would sug­

gest that they are unable t o exercise the sacred right to vote. And it re­

veals that Mr. Pitts has a strange idea indeed of what goes to make up this 

American society of ours. 

I happen to be part of that rank and file of l a bor . I was a member of 

two unions ••• more than 20 years an office-holder , board member and six time s 

president of one. I think I speak of labor with some background of exper -

ience. 

Some of those sultans that conducted this meeting to p lan our downfall 

were discussing the problems of l abor when I held office . 

I believe in collective bargaining. 

The 20 years that I spent in t hose offices , I was in charge of collec­

tive bargaining for my own union. 

I sat across the table from the men who run or indus try and I kno 

from experience that, at any collective bargaining session, both parties at 

that table must sit at the table in recognition of the rights of the o he 

and must recognize also that there is someone wi th rights not represen ted at 

the table, dependent upon both sides of t he table to r ecogni ze him and his 

rights, and that's the buying cus t omer who can't be there . 

Now, whether it projec t s controversy or not, let me make my posit i on 

plain. It is my bel ief that the so-called righ t -to-work law i s too bi g a 

gun for the problems we seek to so l ve. In 1958 opposed tha t particular 
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measure when it was advanced in Califnrnla. 

[ lwl. lc•vf\ lilt• 1111ln11 1111d I-Ill (11du1-111 · y 01: h111-1L11t•1-111 lu:ive R t:I.J,1,hl lo 1-11.l 

c.lown and bargain and make a contract with each other. But, I also believe , 

since we have agreed--or I have agreed--in the right for a worker to be com­

pelled to join the union in order to practice, work, or apply his trade, that 

he has a right to be protected within that union. 

Therefore, I will propose and do everything I can to get legislation 

passed that will guarantee to every union member in California the right to 

a secret ballot on policy matters in his union. 

The first realistic legislation in the field of labor was passed in the 

administration of a Republican, Herbert Hoover. It was proposed by Republicans. 

For years there has been a no-man's land existing--an area of labor 

disputes that the Federal Government won't touch, but won't let the states 

have jurisdiction either. As a matter of fact, in 1957 the Supreme Court 

passed a decision that the states could not legislate in this field; it had 

been pre-empted by the Federal Government. 

In 1959 a Republican, Dwight Eisenhower, asked that the states be given 

jurisdiction in that no-man's land. This is the point where the Governor of 

California lacked the foresight to see the problem area developing and lacked 

the leadership to push for the legislation to cover that no-man's land. It 

will be claimed that our Department of Industrial Relations , in its concilia­

tion service, performs that function, but actually there is no machinery for 

carrying out the policy. 

Now, if the old Governor had provided that machinery, such problems as 

the Di Giorgio election and Delano disturbance couldn't have taken p lace . 

The new Governor will ask for legislation to provide such machinery . 

A state Labor and Management Resources Act could insure that both labor 
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and management would be protected from unfair practices so that the great 

resources, especially the human resources of our state, could be developed 

to the fullest. 

After fumbling for eight years, the Governor now wants to carry the 

ball for the next four, and he wants to carry it right to Washington where 

he will ask Big Brother to intervene, when it should be a state matter since 

it concerns the workers of California. We could go on in almost any direc­

tion and get the same story. 

At one time we bought land and built parks out of the general funds in 

our budget and the budget was less than half the size it is now. Under 

this administration, we have taken out of the budget such spending ••• it is 

funded by bonds. But still, 80 percent of the park land that we own as a 

state is undeveloped because we don't have the money to develop it--even 

though the budget has more than doubled, Now campaign oratory tells us, in 

this election year, that great park and recreation plans are in the offing, 

and that already our parks are great as a result of what they've done; but , 

they will be utopian in the next four years ••• if "you-know-what" happens. 

A few years ago we were told that we were going to make a human invest­

ment in the Aid to Dependent Children program. This was going to be aimed 

at rehabilitation so that the need for that program would be eliminated ••• 

just disappear. Everyone would be saved and entirely made self-sufficient, 

Five years later, more than two-and-a-half times as many children are being 

cared for by the Aid to Dependent Children program in California as when 

the Governor started. 

Sometimes, when you look at past promises and present promises and 

lack of achievement, it reminds me about the fellow who was walking down 

the street and buttonholed a friend and said, '~ay, did you hear about 

Charley down in St. Louis? The one who sells pants? He had made $50, 000. If 
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And the friend says, "That's great. Just a couple of mistakes there though. 

It w111-111
1 1 ChAi-1.ey, I.I w1111 IHJl. Ir WRH11'1 St. J.uulH, fl w11H Chll'. lif-',o• It 

wasn't pants be was selling, it was coals. And be <lidn 1 L make $50,000 _, he 

lost $50,000.'' 

We laugh, but doesn 1.t it hurt a little bit? This morning when we were 

meeting over there in that magnificent historic Capitol building so repre­

sentative of the greatness of our state, I felt the enormous challenge that's 

ours: To see that we restore, even in our campaigning and certainly in our 

conduct in office--if we should be put there by the people of California-­

some measure of dignity that has been lacking for such a long time. 

No member of this team will ever be found scurrying around town to go 

smearsheeting like a freshman at a fraternity initiation. 

A few days ago, the Governor's office called Washington. A phone call 

was put to Senator Williams by Mr. Dutton, who is managing the Governor's 

campaign, and he suggested that it might be--the Governor would appreciate 

it--if Senator Williams would come later on in the campaign to California 

and campaign for the Governor. 

Then it was pointed out that perhaps Senator Williams might be able 

to have another agricultural subcommittee meeting at the same time and thus 

he could write off the expenses of the trip against the Congress. Senator 

Williams said he would be very happy to campaign in California and he would 

pay his own expenses and his subject would be honest governmet. 

You see, Mr. Dutton had made a slight mistake. He didn't have Demo­

cratic Senator Williams. He had Republican Senator Williams from Delaware , 

the man who discovered the Bobby Baker case. 

It doesn't always take outright graft and corruption to destroy honesty 

in government. The luster can be dimmed by those in office who see no wrong 

with the University of California regent serving,at the same time,as a cam-
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paign manager for the state's chief executive while a second regen t 

11 1'1'' 111ff lw11 11111 vt•r H l. 1 y ol C11J I fon d .a pr o fo1-11rnrH an«.J enllHLB them in that 

same campai gn to hel p the Governor wi th campa ign i s sues, or when the presi­

dent of that University sends out a statewi de mailing, which, while it men­

t ions no candidate by name, is nonetheless a thinly-di s guised par t isan 

piece slanted toward tre candidacy of t he incumbent Governor. 

Honesty is eroded just a l itt l e bit when adminis trative employees 

receive cards reminding them of their sa lary and tel ling t hem of the mini­

mum donation to the campaign tha t will be accep t a ble and the maxi mum that 

will be desirable and the Governor descr ibes i t a s a wonder f u l manifesta­

tion of voluntary interest in good government . 

State agencies are ordered to come up with campa ign documents glori fy­

ing this administration at the taxpayer s ' e xpense , prefera bly by departmen t, 

and appointments are made not on merit bu t to repay poli tica l favors . 

The arrogance that comes f rom be i ng i n power too long i s evidenced 

when the Governor, who is elected t o represent all of t he people, says of 

the majority of citizens he repre sents when they happen to oppose his will , 

that they are "shock troops o f bi go try", echoes o f Nazi Ger many, echoes o f 

another hate binge that began more than 30 years a go i n a Muni ch beer ha ll . 

This is extreme phraseology. 

I recently received a letter from Wil liam Warne . Mr. Warne was f ormer­

l y associated with our foreign oversea s gi veaways . He is now Director of 

the California Resources Program. The Governor probably thought he would 

have less trouble keeping t rack o f Califor nia wate r t han he did of the 

liquid assets. 

Mr. Warne has praise fo r the single-handed t riumph of pushing and per­

suading the Cal i fornia Legi s lature about t he value of wa t er . He refers to 

all the blessings whi ch will flow f rom Governor Br own's wate r project . One 
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has almost a fear that when the Governor leaves office he will take his 

water with him. 

' The very least that we can expect is that when this great project is 

~ 

completed the Governor will celebrate its completion by journeyin~ across 

the surface of each sparkling lake and down the surface of each canal on 

foot. 

Now, it may come as quite a shock to them, but believe it or not, I 

do know the difference between the Eel and the Feather Rivers. I know that 

most of us incorrectly use the term "Feather River Project" to describe the 

California Water Plan of which the Feather River Project is only the first 

unit, but I wonder if Mr. Warne knows that Governor Brown's water program 

is--in its entirety--printed over the signature of Governor Goodwin Knight 

because it was produced entirely in his administration. 

All this erosion of honesty, this abandonment of principle, this 

arrogance, is the inevitable rule of an administration that has grown tired 

and stale in office. It will need not happen again, As Governor, and I 

believe I can say with confidence, with the full support of this team, I 

will seek whatever legislation is necessary to henceforth limit any and all 

Governors of California constitutionally to no more than two terms in office . 

Now, since this seems too short a time for a man who likes to refer to 

himself as not only a good Governor, but a great Governor , I think he should 

remember that two terms by constitutional amendment is long enough for the 

President of the United States. If a man can't do it i n eight years, what 

makes us think he can do it in 12? 

But seriously, I believe that such legislation would testify t o the 

underlying belief and principle of our party: not that we just oppose some 

particular individual as having too much power or being around too long , 

but that we basically believe tha t power endangers the freedom of the people 



when it is entruoted in the hands of anyone but the people and that no 

i.ndivi.dual or group, including ours, must be allowed to e danger that tru t. 

Now, the days ahead are ~oing to be very hard for all of us. On 

THursday last, Mr. Coate, the Democrat i.c Chairman , i.~sued an announcement 

that in the coming week he will come forth with an exposure to the people 

of California. It will be directed, I believe , accor di ng to h's pre-game 

announcement, to me. Now, I haven't seen what he is going to issue in this 

coming week, but five will get you ten , I could have written it myself. 

It will be an exercise in guilt by association. You wall learn, for 

example, that speeches I have made back through the years have been repri nted 

in the publications of organizations that advocate bigotry and prejudice. 

They have been taped and those tapes have been played at the meetings 

of such organizations. No question about it, this i s true. It's true be­

cause anyone who expresses himself publically from a platform of this kind 

must expect that his words can be used and repeated and reprin ted by anyone. 

Once they are uttered, there can be no restriction on those who can repro­

duce them. Nor would we have it any other way. I retarct no statements o 

mine that I have made in my past. My princ ples rema·n what taey always 

ha.ve been. I will stand behind all of the quot s, H they are honestly and 

completely quoted, which I seriously doubt wil be he ase by Mr. Coate. tt 

the same time I stand behind all of the things 1 have sa id back through 

the years about the need for constitutional l imits on the power of govern" 

ment and a deep-seated belief in the right of the people to control their 

own destiny. 

I repudiate bi~otry and prejudice and raci mad all h de who are 

guided by it. But I will not join Mr. Cate er Mr. Cranston or any of the 

hatchet men of the Brown machine in debating smears that are designed to 

divert the people's attention from the failures of this administration. 
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They will stand before us. They don't dare campaign on their own record. 

They have to campaign on personally smearing those who oppose t hem. We will 

not answer back. It won't be necessary. 

Then, late in October, they will stand before us, dr i pping mud f r om 

their arms up to the elbows, and we will hear the words that we've heard 

twice before, "This is the dirtiest campaign in my entire politi cal history. " 

And they will be talking of themselves because we are not going t o do 

that. 

Here in this state, even though we stand as a Republican Par t y , we 're 

not selling our party name to the people of Ca l ifornia . We are not sel l ing 

any idea of changing party loyalty. The thi ng t ha t has happened tha t t hey 

seem to be so unaware of is that, all through this state~ there are millions 

of Californians, honest, _patriotic citizens--Democra t s , I ndependents and 

Republicans--who are sick and tired of being treated as mentally incompetent 

and unable to understand the issues ••• sick and tired of having some bigot 

appeal to them. They want someone to come before them who can apprecia t e 

their intelligence and discuss the issues that concern al l of us in the state. 

And this is a campaign promise I know I can make on behalf o a l l wh o 

sit up here on this team. We ar e going to campaign on th ne i ues~ 

We are going to tell the people of Calif or i a as we l l as we can 

what our solution to those problems wil e and wen we ne ~ha t , w w n't 

have to come around after the votes have been counted tm a ologiz f 1· 1h t 

we said during the campaign because we "r ea lly didn 't mean it and just do 't 

know how it happened at the time . " We will have campa igned the way we 

intended to campaign. 

But we can make another campaign pr omise and that is tha th . ne. t - ime 

you and I and all of us gather here i n Sacramento it i ·.1 e or the i naugu­

...-...... ration. 
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----. 

in th:= ;;o.rl<l~ 

.; ... 
_.; as 

; 

I II It i s indi vi :::..:al 

------ --- · ... 
3~t, ::..:tl as l c~3 ~~ as 

eG\.!"" <4 tic :1. n--~.~::ald. i' .. ~2-2~2~, Jress C,J:-: : ~:~-2nc~ 3/ 30 ,r-2.0::~ -:: in Or2.n3-: Cou._-n_t)~ 
Illu~ 1:nc2.:l , :i:-:,~ :,· E .SS 

\ 
11Ti~e:re c a:1 o::? ::20 do:.:'.J:: t l,a;: ec.~catio~. is t l:8 bub::i. rk of .i:-re -~C.'Jc. 

I ·-
tool of t: y.:::.::.:-my . C:ily witn 

i<l~olo:rLcal or ?Oli>:ic ~ l :=::: ~ inC.oct-:i:-i.~::io:1~ 11 

I 
- -2c ~3l e R22: ~n ~oa ~~ i c~ ? 1?~r, Ap~il 4 , 1~5 5 

I I 

I I 



,, 

2. 

~r,,.....,. ;.., 
_ ;.,.,i.., .L~ L, 

l .. As r ~~=- r~s S.~Gi -:1l 5 ~•: l::-i~y, P.'J·: 0.:11:~~ -::.:, I ac c~pt i t as a £act of li£ -:! , 

---·----

.-
I 

( ''I~h~va b~2~ c ritic2l 0£ th~ c :~~e r in which S~cial Sec u=ity has 
--.,.,,-::.:n 

I have never faulted 

again, its a f 2.ct of li£~ 2.nd a_ ~:~~J g~:~::.i £2.c t , c!i1d its c e~ t ;l:...:t.1y h~~e to s~ay T" 
--~u::e.ld R"=a.g.:t18. , Pk23:; Cc.~~2 -= =~-.: ·:!, 6/8/55 

\ 

~ 11 8:,ci~l Sec\.!ri::}' .. .s:lould be o. g,:; ~:.1ine i;i ,:;1~:.."' .S.ncc pro.3r 2 . .:! ru.:1 en a SOUJ."1d 
I 

i 

i n-to the w,2 1£are cat:>230-ry ••• It is thi s vie'.; of Social S2c~rity with •,;hicn 

against t~e hgz~rds of advanced BJe. 
,-·--. 

Cit:~ !~:;, 3 ,,. .- .... ·: ( s::r:-:.~ · as 

,--..;:, '· . .-: ;_, '-C:.~ {;; ( '10 -



' I 
I 

I 
- - ..I., _ _ ·- ·-· 

I 

; 3. I ---

r!EDIC.\RE 

I have al~,-3.y3 ::;i.::,;,;:i ·,7t ed t:i.~ ;,:: :dnci;le oi. r:,-:: d ical care, r e6a rdle3s of age , f or 
I::::::'""--=-=-

anyone L., t his 12'2.d ,,;:.1::i c.:1::71.e,-~- ?._~_::,•.i i ~-~ _:::~~-it:al c.:ir-e for the::1selv.ea. / But 'i.:l1i~, 
-----·--·- -·-•-·'. - -- -- . - --- --- ., -~ - . ··-·-··- ··---
as di.ffez-<=nti :.s.~e. i £:-~..-. a po.::ticulc:.r ? is!ce :if l e3 t:3latic,n called ~ 'Ee<licara' 

- -··- - -,• -. -
which , I thic '.<, ha::, a great i:?-nY z £.:i.u.li:s·, bo :h ::.::: :;;.:;:o::~, at the national and 

I 

I 
i 

\ 



,. 

be curtailed wi th rega.r d to 

is th~t t{1e p::v3:-2:1 h::1 ~, b3.;n w2~~e:: 2,: ': o th2 p·"Ji .. :1: :/ ~1Jr e t ;1er c r::l1St be 
\ 

concern £or its £i sc2l 
:~·/ 

S0~:-1. C·~SS . A.'1~ t h:>. e ·;e:1~·.:-.1 1 v ic t i :::s wil l be the 

s2c:i£iced t o provide 

,_.-_ P_~_:"'A\t-) ~.:.:: ;.1 : i?:-: s- £ .:,,:- '. Jt S-=J"'.7.2'1·': c .: O'Jt' .': C(:i ~t: y 0f:1ich h2 .; _r:.2.de this a w2y 

of·_-~ li£-2·;·"-•2.W~B.ld ?\.;~~-1£1, Sta~el ... :;,-it t o t
1

h: ?rc.:;s , 5 / 11/ 65 

I 

·I 
i 

I 
! \ 



' I 11 I s :::rc:131 :; 3~?:JC!:'t welfc1ce p.rc_:;::-.l-.::3 cesi3!1.ed to provi<le the pe::t1anently '---·--
disabled. , t r:-= 2.; e d a nd ch-:! in::in:1, with ,v:i t. cnly th -: nec _essities of life, but 

also s o:.:.a of t}:e cc,--::ior~ -s whic:1 ca:i :::::.:,::! life ~,ort h liv i ng ... 

I llr.r~ I t"1 ... origin~l pur;?ose. We 

frequ~ntl y p::r:p~c:.:ate p':)v:=rty by r.;;.:dn;s ,;.::Ha-:~ a way of life r ather than 
0 

by using i t to ~2lp pe op le back to p~cd~:tive jobs. 

I 
I 11A~ G,-,,,, ,..:-··-\ ;, .1¥C. _ _ ,.., _ , 

--·--

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

·I 



---..,_ 

the rr.os t e:::~:::;::-:ic to co 11-:ct:. 

, 
/ 

(of 

-- ' --~ . ... . .. .. ' . ' •· ; ··~·~•- _:' .- .. · 

I 

I 
I 

coll~ction 

/ 

. I 

6. 

I b~lieve that a 

Reagan , Press Conference, 6 /8/6-5 

.. 

\ 



l 

\ 
111 5-~:"0;2,:: ~ ,;;: 2() 
L----~ 

Actors G:.:i le. I 

a .sec:-et: 

ballot all unio:1 policy i:2t:t.<,;-rs, in,::ludi'.1J 3:ri '.-·.e v-:)t2 s. This would e~sure 

without .c o:arc ion 
. . . --- .,., . :;--::. ~<;:..~:.~~~~::~c __ ·: __ ~---~-·.:.:..,/_·:~~{~~;:;~~---~-•. - -- -~:. ... __ --- . -----·· 

-- ·•·,--• :~----~,.. . . , -·: 

~,._::--.;.;_:, · :~:../\-~C:.!T->·.~~-·}ri~·i: ~;'=S3.rds-~a 1-:s.·i ·ba·~"lir'.;i' 

a gun to de -:3.l witn· th2 or-ob le:n. . ' 

or ~-:an;.6~ ~=~:i..": ~ n_=""Ro:1 :1 1.j R~'13~n , 
?:2.p~::4/ 30/ 65 . 

Posic.icn 

e-::-?lcy~:rs in s~.:1t.e.s -:/ i11cn h:;.'le th=::1." 

·' 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

--Rocalc R.: a;c.n , ?),3C 1 s Hite Lin~ ( <late) 

I 

I 

I \ 
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8. 

t o do with 

' i"It i s hi 3~ ti:..~ t:-i~t 2 :1 end 1,; ;2:; i) ·..Jt tc> t h i:1 ~ i nd ,:> f r.ons ens e, It is ---
-: p·2P_.p l~ h e~·; ~ .t~~~ ri J !--1 ~ to eA~ ~c-t ·" 1?--?.=r:..~ld ?eo.s~n , Co~1 Pc l 2 ::>·3 ( d.::.te ) . ,,..., 

. ;" 
t" - , T • ~ 

.,, ' ·, ·- ( 
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I 

~ 

10 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

"I did have an e:<perience in the Screen Actors Guild in which there 

were many fine members who found themselves being discriminated against, 

and we did a p'retty successful job in that Guild, when · I was president, of 

taking care of that situation . That was one union where there was no dis-

crimination." 
--Rona ld Reagan, California Negro Republican 

Assenbly, 3.5 . 66 

"I have said in public that I believe that government, when someone 's 

coris ti tu_tional, r .i gh, ts . are be i r-, g imposed upon by rea s on of race or religion-­

that .it is government 's responsibility ~o enforce those ri ght s at t he point 

of bayonet, if necessary. I : have further said that I do not believe t here 

I 

is any room in this country- -ever--that any ~arent should have to know the 

tragedy of trying to explain to a child that that child in some way is 

different." 

I t \ ~ -- ' -·(.:.:;_.::__. '- ~-.. --- -- --· - · ... _ 

I 

I 

"" 
--Ronald Reagan, California Negro Republican 

Assembly, 3.5.66 

r 
-- -- -- _-, ___ t -·::::: __ 

\ 



" 

------ -

I '-..-

- --:::--_;2:; r~s=~rd t o t·.: :: 
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R:.f. :70?.D ACT 

, ~hi:;_. 
:, E/ ~~-~~ ·°I .\c~ 

) 11r am nc ': only o:J:~·J.Se d t:o che ?.•..:.:::::: o::.-d _,:._c t £ro:n that s t a~d?o in t , I a :.i -

• 

' I o I ' ' 0 1 v;O O 

goa ls::! 
'"- ·----=-40 -

I do not 

o f s uch 

it 
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12. 

I betieve in it, but I di 
,, 

\ 

Chavsz i:1 1>J.rti :;t.:lar is s~-2::<- i ni t o J. ___ __. . ,l _;e i:--.d·.1stria.l type unionization on 
" 

;. 

' 

P<1-:ific:t JC, 4/ 26/6$ 

I . 

I ' 



·Birch Soci~ty 

I 
13. 

o{ the Joh.n Birch Society, 

! 
~ "I ~,;i3:1 et thi~ ~:.:-:~ to r -2.:1..E£1-~·=i ::.y c:-lci~is~1 o::: :•tr. \'1elcil an<l rest;it.e 

·---------

I 
; 

I 
I 

! 

In. ny opinion, 
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[
11 I £2.·.-.:: c : '. '.-: l ;, :; :: --1.:- -.: c:iE l:!';e ::y :: ,.n:-:3 ~.- e c ;;; .:1 wi t h in the frac e--;,;ork of -----

r c s;,:,on. sibili t y. 

I 11Wi th z-e3,;,rd t ,:, F .:d.: r -9.. i e id, I ~ .:2,; 2 ab.J.ys s::rcs sed •.• ( the n e ed f or) -
, ..... . -' , .. ,_ - ~--

. - . 

I I 

: I 
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\ "I cbn ' t thi:: '.-:. is 
• .. -_....., 

pa rty lin::s . Act~3ll y) =Y p~ i l03cJ\y-- ii ! t~d to si=?lY i t --is nothing 

in Sa c r~:: . .:. :-:.tc, t}:.~t -c.;i l l ::-. .:.~~e ~11 t h-:: 2!22.:..J i -~:--.J in ou:c beh-3. l f .u 
- -Ron~l d ~~~za J , ?r~ss c o~fe r ence , 6/8/66 

... · _, , 

-( 

.,, 

\ 

I\.._ 



" 

17. 

' co:'lce~:1i113 t:~~ i)~~:-:3;::-,; :~:1 ~. of . th.;; B.i:::) '~) 1 1. .... :. :-i gi..!J -= ::-:-_i~tor i al r1c~i:1-e;:: 

•
1.12.y through college 

and rec~ived his 

I R!:l"""I""; .""'!- ~ .. -, ... a "l"'"' .-:) ~ •~ ·r-, 1 ::. oF£{_,.. .:.~.,.. 1_·n _ ·- -•...:,-'-• .-f- •.::J .,. _ ,;,> .., __ .,_ ..., __ -J.. ---
..,. 

Adjwt.~:1~--2::. ~~.:.~.!.~istrativ~ p·ositic::1--2.:: ~c Air F.::-~6 0:1s2 > ~-=:r.3i!1g a1 a 
a 

C2.:,?:a in havb3 . turned ccwn a co.::::is sion aJ !:ajor b-ecause :-.,_-::-.:. poor eyesight 

A£t.er th•~· {: .a:- , 
I 
I I 

si:.-igl~ ::.:!!1 , h? -r;~s :.-2 .3 ;~;-13i~l:-2 fo:- pre.~.,~~t::i.n3 an a~t==?~e.:1 Cc::-_7...L7iSt t c..~c -

--------

- -

"" 

t-'°o :,~ 2 -:1.:3 ·as P:r2.;iC.:::.::. ;:. In. t:1is 

:.: : - ~: :.. • .,.· ' 

·-­' -

r-.- --·-- -_.., __ _.; • ..; J ~. 

- - - 1 
:-.. 13 =: '" :: ~:; ;:!,:-,,· ·:; :1 -~:1 

I • - -, 

...... _·'!- . ·· - .... ,_. -- ··· . - -. ---~ -·. --- ---·- -- ... 
1 c:-1~ .: ~ :: , .:1. -- -· .. . . -... 

. - ' 



raises cattle a~d feed grai~3 

" 

' 
~ 1-ie h2.s r2-: ·~i.-v.;d n~:3rc:.1s a ·;ar.:.s E.::i --: iis lc:13 pu:llic ser;ice fro:a sucl1 

---• J . 
t.1~ . pr 1. v:2.ce 

cf : . .. · .. - "' - ~-. -- ,;' .. ... . - ·- , 
i ,, 

tQ:1.: :::.~;::T."-::-1:-·.£::-: :: 2~iil ::,-:! l ::·~--_;~._. :o t:'12 ~ ~-~ ;?l t~, 2~.i ~:~ 1) .::: ~r3 ~:.:.=1.321: to t, .. . :) 

- ., ~; t · :, ., ; ... ..... 
... - .... - - .. ----·-·• 



..... .... ... '\, ' - ' " ' ' - -. ""' \ .,-
j.' -·•.l ~ ~ :~..:.. ~·.l.: \._, - _, __ ._ . \..J' S/2 

--p:-cof, tha .: you were ±.:i de fc~ding 

,, tha JB S. 

R.B.: Well, ' I ;::•~:-:)~-/ , inte:?r~t it th~t way. 

defending a~yoce 

who is guilty of r acial or relisic~s pre judl~ e. I have a • • • I'm un-e.lte.:-ably 

rn -~ r .------- ;..____ ,. -~-:-. 
as:-(:2.d 2~ -::i..1~ t~is t~ L~ J t ~2. t I =-: :-: .. cl ::oc e ·,-2:1 3 -:! --:;~1 ) 0n.~ of the n~':'rl'3:;"' .':?::.= _____ ___ _,..... 

g i st of 

.. 
..._· I . , 4, 

) I 1. -2) 

' · , .. , 
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i ..... , 

( 

Q: 1-lr. P\.2 t._;:::. :-.. , ;:·::2 G-:- ~·~:-::.:, ~ s:2-:d t ~1i .; -:--.:-.:,:-:1. 1 ..... .; he. t ho,!..13!'"1t J7CU ' cl b e ~0.. , to C"J,O~ e. 

-~lL~Q.'.-:.£_,_ 
him, 112 lit tle bit c -:)y", 2.0 ,) •.1 ": ~.;~,-~tlc~ r you 'd serve 01..:.t/::::::::.=tr~:i years 

- RR: 

· \ 

I 

I 



RAY r ,.., ..... ., . ..... , ,._, . __ ... , ~ -

RH.: Oh, h -2a0.: -::. ::.s. 

,, 
._gp up, a.s it s2e.:-;-,s to have cc:,.2 :.:.;, . L s :i: tol d you, I nev er wanted to run 

.. --
for- o.:;.:i::.: > i:.::: .:: \: ::..Ly ·~.::.s ;ic.--: .. :·.~' -~··1 t -:::i c-:~ ~ ~e bas is ~::.-.±.--:.E that p2rhe.l_Js 

That's still my goal. I beli-2v-3 th-:.: ;: t~.--.:re are 3o~e problems that I 

could be help!~l in solving i n Ce lifar~!a , a~1 tta t 1 s w~at I want to 

do. 

ycu ~ive this gua=~ntae? 
. -- -•-- ...... .. --- ·--- --------- --·---· .. -

c 2.:1 'cor:,:::-ol his If I'm still 

gives ri s a to the c;,ues:icn. 

r.o one 1 s 

li f.: to get 1.:p I' m doing . 

\ 
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- ........ .. - . 
_,:--:: : ... .: - .·-~ 

7/5 l.a.. lT? I 

in Nov , 

-- -- - ·· -
sa.2= a s ;;:-..:. ~-:·:;;:.. .2.C' c~/2 

or 

_,. 
1...:.,J\. 

LJ I,6 /1 7, Frirl2y nigh t, Seattle Ai rport 

-0 -

I h:::.v2 ," he s a i d . 

-0-

As~ed di rec tly if he is 

"It I s ta.<e:, r::c a ll r:i.y li f e 

to get 1~::, ch:: ~~r,.r -:; to c~ w~~ t I 1 □ doicg~ ·r:.-e re c.::c sc:::e ?rubl 0:1 s to 02 
l·TY T:i..:::.as rte:;.s s·.," : ., 

cle2.ned u.p i n Cali.L , 2.::-.d t n 2. t' s 2.s f ar as .:;y c! i:-e c.:::s go. 11 6/17 S2.c. Bee. 

-0-

I 
I 

~ 
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---· 

It 

progra~, .e:': ~ 
i a;: ::i 

,_ __ , ---. 
c~=?ai~/~~ 2t c 

t l .::2 .s {by 

.. - . -~-·-.~~· 
::-- .:;:-::~ -.:r3 o: . t:1:'_; .,_~-ii -= ;: .~:a C.:l t·~l~visicn .C0-:"\.'l, ,~..:..3at1.o:i - ..... ....... , .... ~_..._,., .. ..,v~-... 

,._ _ _a::- 9 C ::: ·:: :2::0.SJ~ t ion S :o·i ;;f ::.·t-~:-.e~t S 

All ::; :.: :?. : s:.·: ;: :-,: 5 ::::-.c 1:-·;-;~,-::.:.:~ ~ ·..:e -a·ir~,g the· pr·ii::;ey 

• I ,;--~-- , ... • -::•:...:---..--

~v:lich -:;.;~~-:--:-~l .;;2::; 2J $;:!..,Jt., 2/:,·::h., 19 659 

·------ c o.11 us and 
: ~ ...... 

~iith·~· ::.E·c,1-~l 

L 

.... 

I ! 



- . ----. . ... .... - ' . ":" - ---~-- ..I.. ????? --1-- -

I 
; (TEk\.- 01.JT 

·----

i 

i For e:~-2:-.:)12, ~<£. ? .. 2-~3 :\~ p u~ i~ this -, .. ; ;1:r iri .2.n D. d:ires·s c1~t ~-e::1-lands 

"I 
s:: :c~:15~ p ~~.: .: c:~ t"r.~ {-

tt1is 

I t :.1i :::~ ~; 2 -:- ~~·--~:- ; ,,.,, ~, 
, in 

P.J.,SO, 

c ::.n o •• ly 
.- ; .... _...,. ,,,.J 

b.e xr ,:;, ~ e::c, .:.::.i control of our 

destiny iI ~,;;,; ar~'1 a liti::-2;:e ? '=,;:i.?l~. n 
• ! 

; Could any li!:<=::-2.t~ p :::::-s ,,:1 1:::;:..;?::; ::ly-~1;~~~~~~:::::rd fro::1 this -~:..-:~ that 
- --.... , "'-.:.,:....•('- i: ~<:.... .. ,L/ 

Re.a3a.-i is .. i_~ \;!r.::f-·.:.~/ i .~ .o;~Cr-se~l--·to c -.:~~l s -:,.ry pu:Jli,:: educc::.ticn? 

\ 
\ Th~._c:;ty_Jnt~nt of the 3:-c•,.,,--:1 c ;;;:.?ai:;n r:-2teri.J.l and cert2in s;:atece:1cs 

by th;;:~ :n ? e o.? 1~ / i; '.~~~~ ~~ti};;.~,.,i: :;-:-~ {:.:. :; .0":.: :',.:L.i.,J: v-3~~~r:::. L c trciu 2 t:0.r-,......__, 
I ,,,----- --;:. , l '- ._-/-:.. r - ") 

- 1 -~ I - • - •. , "'I ' ' .' ..,_ • • ( .... .to -;-~l.; ?tr::):)-3 r~1- c:;:- -c~-:;eiv ~~-.:.:-:-tne F20f) .!. ~?o T11 -~y l--~:--~::-::-1-~cat -cnce th~y get t:~ese 
' i 

·misst 2. t'2;-;:2..,:::3 in:: .') ci",:c 1.il.:.t:L::1, tl:~/ -.-iil.l :;;co:-:-.:: c:.::···-:: -: :i cu:-;:-2::cy -:::>.::d vlll oe 
. - - -

• ✓ ---.. _;_~-=-:~ . .:-~·-2-,..~: ·, .. -;··_: __ :_ - ·-·~~ 
r e;::,e::itecly ir::::::c""::t:ly r::2.:iy ti::~;; by p ,2:c:::071.s ·,.; ,,o a:: "' u..-,.::. '.-;a ::e oi: tl1~·.:ra1.d, - ··­

\ 

_ ..... :,.. - ........ 

:<....TJcr.vi::.3 ~l:J.~ yo·:.. a:--= :t:-1 a r -~ ;_:; ..; ::si:)l~ p0Jitic::, z~~a. that as a ?rof-23 5ior::il 
,, { (..:.. ·~ '.-1/· 

· you a ::__9~;:~ tJ. i.: =: :.:.~ ·c =~- ::i ~-:: :;: _; · '...;._~ ~-~ _t_ ')---'~~:: :; •.1 : .:: ': ':! ,s.--: S: i.d. - l:--. -· .1.C.y--;J :::,-'-i::-t'~"'·--·-

.... ·c 1 :-_s: ~..1 !.d: ic-:):'-c ,:-.... : -:1 s .-:-~ ?=~ s cnt:2. t i'c .. J.:; c .::-! l:: :~ l :i~ ~ -': to C..zc ~ -1. ·•: ~=?. t:'1e 1,ro t -:: r s , r, ... ;a r:.:!. ~ .. e 

··- - - -.... :.. .. ·-. - .. :-:; 

- '.) ..., .,; ·- '\ 1 
,\. .... . ~ .......... .... - ,.., __ 

.., .' 



:_.;.:: 
.-;: .. .,.._ - -

--
' 
f l-!.a.:.y of t: ~ ~ i: .:; L~.:.$: ~2 7~ ::..E ~~:--:.ta~ "i::.J :-~ :; ~-~=-..:! i~..:.l:J.;~a i:1 speec~~es and :ra::ar:c.s 
~ 

Many 

l --·p-·•.•-., 

: C-ce s·:. ::.! pi.~~,:; 0£ c ::1 ::--_::i .J. i~n l it i.; :-~ ~-i..! : ~, ; . :'.J-.. p ic 1:<ed up :; .. "' -:;!!"·~~-~:~~~-- of-· 

- :----='. - --::::;:-- : .,, --::::::"'": ··-,.,. 

,~~ ~-"al~~ - ~o ~ ~ ~o i ?~ ~• ~ ?v1~~ 1~~ a l 
-v..:, .. .,..cc- ..... ~:, ~ -- "- ----.. --- ... .,,- .. - 0 . -:.- --, 

circu1~tad it:. 

f.o:r clarifying l~a 

,,. 
.. ctr: ·;:~--

i:; a 

'cc:·:-rt TI r -:·-:--;, i7 -:-_;:i I ..,_ , __ , ~ J .::i __ ,.. ___ ~ , 

I ' 
:...: ·.: :.!~l ~~~ t ~~:: 

. - , -~ - ________ _______ _ ,.,/ 

.. . .. ~ ~ 

./ ... ... 

' ,,-2:r:.,;::,:i:, 

--
- ~ ' ·· -... , • •• i.. t .......... - ... '.!. 
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5.18.47--Los Ange:e s Times --column by Hedda Hop per r e RR 

"Pa ssion:,_ tely interes t ed in t he work i ng man) he. recognizes faults i n 

labor as we ll as mans genen t. 

"Ronnie.. is oppos ed to all f orces t hat seek to curb or destroy 

individua l liberty . 'Our highest ai;nJ ' s a id he) 'shouid be the cultiva-

tion of freedcn of th2 individual) for the r ein lies the highest dig-o.ity of 

·man. Tyranny is tyranny ar-.d whe t her i t ccmes fr om the Right, Left or 

Center, it is evil. I s uspe c t the extre~e Right and the ex trerae Left of 

/· poli tical ideologies) though seeming t o brar:ch off in opposite directions, 

curve to a common meeting point. 

'' 
11 believe t he only logical way to save our coun try fr om bo th 

- e x tre~ists is to remove cocd{tions that supply fue l fo~ the t ota litar i an 

fire. 

'' 
1Ri ght now · the libe r al movement in this country is taking the brunt 

of the Communist attack . The Reds know that if we can make Americe. a 

decen t living place f or all our pe op l e) there ca use is lost here. So they 

seek to i nfiltrate liveral or ganiza tions just to smear and discredit t hem. 

I have alrea dy pulled ou t of one organization tha t I joined in complete go"'o d 

faith. 1 11 



" 

; '--
1. 

__ 2.48--::-Movie l acq ~ :::.gazine--"Citi zen Reagan' ' by Robin Co orns 
I 

11 'I abhor t he Cora,"Uunist philosophy while admit t{ng that in a democracy 

the Communist has a right to think as he pleases. 

11 'I am afr2.id that what (th ose who f avor Communism?) are seeking is 

some form of magi c cur e - a ll to preserve democrac y so we can all sit back 

and rel ax . But ue can never sit back a'.1d relax. Those who believe in .. 
democracy must work as hard at pre serving i t as those others are working 

at tearing it d m-m . Ete r na l vi gi l anc e is sti ll the price of safety.' · " 

\ 

I 

I 



2_2 6 _48- - He ll ywc:::..::. Ci ti z e.r.:.. News - -column by Sidney Skol sky 

"He re .:;.ds _ eve r y bool.;: h P be lieves he sb..ould re::i:d and he reads most 

of the p o li tic 2. l c o l u:-.,.., s. He a:l~i ts t hat t h e y are a' trifle bewildering . 11 

" 



I 
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l.22.51--Fortnig:".t -- 11Hov Do You Fight Cormnunism?" by RR 

"The re a l fi ght with t:--,is new totalitarianism belongs properly to the 

forces of liberal democracy, jus t as di d the battle w~th Hitler's totali­

tarianism. There really is no difference except. in the cast of characters. 

On one hand i s our belief that people can and will decide what is good for 

all the · rest. Unfortunately, most of us ,;ere ::outed away from the fight 

when 'pro fessio na l hate grou~s 1 masked their racial and religious bias be-

·hind an 1 ant i-Cvi112unist 1 crus ade ; when anti-labor forces used 'red-bait'ing' 

to fight unions; when individual politicians found it a handy way to 

electioneer. 

"Democra cy does IC"..::!! guar.2:ntee the ri ght of every man to think as he 

·_pleases; ·· t=..~ :'..'_:..:;_::.n . to speak fr ee ly and adnc2.te his be liefs. Democracy 

also provides defense a gainst those who wou ld del i ver our na tion into the 

hands of a for eign despot. Call t hem pro -Russian and take away the screen. 

If we must fight, ·make the enemy be properly uniformed." 

' ,, ,.,; 



_ > -Daily V.:iriety_- _- :-.2~,; s iteIT'. re 0 HUAC report arrd c ens orship 

"Reagan also la sne::'. Huci_c 1 s condemnation ±:i its annual report released 

over weekend, of th2 icdustry · for not 'cl e2-ning out 'the Corrnnunists ', asking 

'How can we do suet 2 t h ing when it's agai~st certain laws? Only recently 

the local courts a ward-2d t-;.;o perso!:",S fired by the studios $90,000 ••• 1 

"Reagan asked for freedo:n from censors:-, ip for the pix industry, 

asserting that he, as an individual, is willing to have his children see 

all pix turned out by the industry, and if s ome are bad, to counteract the 

evil by his persor-,al life and actions with i!'. his Oi-rct home. 1 The freedom 

and dignity of the i ndi ·-ridual is at stake, ' he declared." 

:: 
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RR Statement re 
?•l._?}_~-L?s f:_ngel_s D'::_~~~-~Te1,_s-..:-__ ::::::=:::t.:::::!,~~ part~cip,a.ti(?n in Bowron 

campa i gn 

"I have t aken on this job because of the threat· to good government 

posed by some of the sinister . force s opposing the re-election of Mayor 

Bowron. I believe strongly tha t now is the time for every advocate of 

good government to join the fight aga i ns t the specia l interests. 

''Mayor Bm,-r on h a s brough t cl eari gove r nIT!.~r'. t to Los Angeles. He ·has 

·favored no privilege d group, but be l ieve s i n a 'fair shaker for everyone. 

His honesty and effic iency have ear ned him t he support of all decent 

citizens." 

- . ...... ,.: ~- ·- . 
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l L23~5J--Lo s An.g.:::..-::: s Ex...c.rni np_r --ne ,.;s ite m 

"Att:orri.ey Ger,e r a l Edmund G. Brown who presented the plaque to Reagan 

praise.d the actor f o ::- h is ' many sel fl ess actions of 'service to the commun­

ity' and for his ' examp lary conduc t which h~ s endeared him to millions of 

people throughc 1...t the n ation. 11
' 

/plaque wa s Award of Honor £::- om Ca lifor nia Home for the Aged in .. 
Resed2 / 
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12 .10. 53_-_- Ho lly"".c cd _Re por te r--news i t e rn r e Sterling Hayde n te s timony 

"Rona l d Rea ga n., then pres i dent o f SAG., wa s l ike a 'c:i.e man battalion ' 

in de fea t ing effort s o f Com:nunist m2mbers of the SAG t o ba ck the 1945-46 

strike o f the Confe=ence of Studi o Unio ns, S ter li ng Hayden., one- t ime 

. Communis t , t o l d a j ury in S1Jper ior J udge Ge orge Dockwe i l er's cour t 

yes.terd~y ." 
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