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BERLIN: OBJECTIVES AND THEMES

No single event in postwar history symbolizes the American
commitment to a democratic Europe as does the airlift to
Berlin. Our success in supplying the isolated Western sectors
for more than one year demonstrated that the United States was
serious about its determination to defend democracy in Europe.
It also demonstrated that Germans and victorious Western allies
could work together in harmony to oppose a common foe, the
Soviet Union.

The purpose of your visit to Berlin is to recall the
spirit of the airlift and to use it to underscore the
continuing validity of close ties between the United States and
Berlin. Berliners never tire of hearing that the American
cor itment to the city is as strong as ever and inalterable.
They are encouraged also to learn that we will continue efforts
to remove the barriers which divide their city.

Events planned by the US Mission and the Berlin city
government for your stay will highlight various aspects of our
commii it to the city.

--Separate political and military airlift ceremonies will
underscore the dual nature of our presence in Berlin. Our
military forces are supplemented by a strong civilian presence
which is dedicated to helping Berlin maintain its role as
Central Europe's pre¢ lere industrial and cultural center.

--Rededication of the Berlin Kongresshalle will add a
unique German-American element to the celebration, and recall
the many American efforts over the years to maintain the
viability of the Western Sectors.

-- Visit to the Marienfelder refugee center will
demonstrate our continuing sympathy for the human problems of a
divided city.

--A luncheon discussion with Berlin civic leaders will
underline the modern aspects of our presence as embodied in the
A¢ 2n Institute and will also provide an opportunity for an
intormal exchange on future American cooperation with Berlin.

Equally important will be the impact of your trip in West
Germany and the Soviet Union. There is considerable
soul-searching in Western Europe now over the future of
Atlantic relations. Europeans cannot be sure that a far away
partner, with interests throughout the world, will continue to
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MEETING WITH GOVERNING MAYOR DIEPGEN

You are scheduled to call on the Governing Mayor, Eberhard
Diepgen, on Friday, May 11, at 10:45 am, at the city hall,
Rathaus Schoeneberg. As his English is not fluent, he will
have an interpreter present. This is your substantive meeting
with Diepgen. Afterward, you will accompany him to the Senat's
airlift commemoration ceremony at Tempelhof Airport.

On February 9, 1984, following the resignation of Richard
von Weizsaecker (who will become Federal President in July),
Eberhard Diepgen was elected Governing Mayor by the Berlin
House of Representatives. At the age of 42, he is the
second-youngest governing mayor in West Berlin's history.
Diepgen served as CDU caucus leader in the House from 1980-84,
and Berlin officials of all parties give him high marks as a
party organizer and adminstrator.

Diepgen's knowledge of Berlin issues is extensive and
longstanding. When he took office many said his public image
would be handicapped by his youth, his seemingly colorless
personality, and his self-admitted weakness to become easily
provoked and argumentative in public. He had not developed an
authoritative speaking style and had a reputation of being
temperamental. Since assuming office, however, he has done
much better than expected, and was believed by the Berlin press
and his fellow politicians to have made an excellent
performance during his April 1984 visit to Washington.

Diepgen has long been known to the US Mission and is
well-disposed to the United States. He first visited the
United States as a USIA grantee in 1980 and returned in May
1983. One of the main purposes of his 1983 visit was to
consult with US officials on plans for rebuilding the
Kongresshalle which will be rededicated on May 12.

Born in Berlin in November 1941, Diepgen studied law at
the Free University between 1960 and 1967. He has always been
particularly interested in educational issues and one of his
pet projects has been the establishment of a private university
in Berlin.
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Meeting with Professor Karl Carstens,
Federal President of the Federal Republic of Germany

Carstens, addressed as Mr. President, will be in Berlin
during your stay and has asked that you call on him. You last
saw Carstens during his state visit to the U.S. in October,
1983, during the Tricentennial of German Immigration to the
United States.

Carstens' five-year term as Federal President, which comes
to an end this month, caps a long career as academic,
politician, and senior government official. He holds a Master
of Laws degree from Yale University (1948), and was successful
as a professor of law before entering politics. He has held
sub-Cabinet posts as State Secretary in the Foreign and Defense
Ministries and Federal Chancellery, and he has spent much of
his career endeavoring to further German-American
understanding. He has used the largely ceremonial post of
President to emphasize the Federal Republic's political,
economic, and cultural affinity for the West and to represent
his country's commitment to German-American friendship.

He made clear during 1983 that he regarded his state visit
for the Tricentennial as the most important foreign travel of
his term. He spent eleven days in this country, traveling to
Washington, Philadelphia, St. Louis, El1 Paso, Dallas, Seattle,
Madison (Wisconsin), New York, and Yale. Everywhere he went,
he emphasized the closeness of German-American ties, and he
gre tly praised the American spirit of dynamic optimism. While
in Washington, he made these points in a meeting with the
President and in an address to a joint meeting of Congress.

Carstens also planted a tree to dedicate the
German-American Friendship Garden, to be built on a site near
the Washington Monument, which is the flagship project of last
year's Presidential Commission for the Tricentennial. We
understand that you have agreed that the National Park Service
will maintain the Garden in perpetuity, and we are sure that
Carstens would be delighted to hear this.

Carstens speaks excellent English.
-  Very glad to have tl o]_ 'rtunity »> n. We ¢
considered your state visit to have beetl B success.
~-- We deeply appreciate your long years of service to

German-American understanding, and we honor you as a valued
friend of the United States.
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MEETING WITH HANS APEL

You are scheduled to have breakfast on Saturday, May 12,
from 9:00 - 9:55 am with Social Democrat Party (SPD) candidate
for Governing Mayor of Berlin Hans Apel. He will be
accompanied by Gerd Loeffler and/or Alexander Longolius, of the
Berlin SPD.

Apel was nominated as SPD mayoral candidate last March and
is still in the process of learning details about many Berlin
issues. He was nominated as the SPD candidate after withdrawal
of an earlier nominee, Harry Ristock, for financial reasons.

As former Finance and Defense Minister, Apel is a senior SPD
politician of considerable stature. He is a member of the
conservative wing of the party and maintained his support for
the NATO dual track decision despite his party's official
change of heart. Apel is pro-American and has worked closely
with several senior American cabinet officials. Nomination for
the Berlin candidacy opened a new opportunity for Apel to reach
for the top rung of the SPD and he can be expected to campaign
hard in the period leading to the 1985 Berlin election. He
expects to visit the United States in the fall of 1984.

Apel's staff reports that it is unlikely that he will
raise specific Berlin problems with you. He is more likely to
be interested in the broader German and East-West issues which
he dealt with in Bonn.

German-American Relations and Berlin

-- Your visit to Berlin at the request of President Reagan is
designed to show the strength of German-American relations and
the unwavering U.S. commitment to the freedom of Berlin.

-- U.S.-German relations form the heart of the Western
Alliance. We are working closely with Chancellor Kohl and
Foreign Minister Genscher, who are convincing advocates of
German positions.

-- The freedom of Berlin is an example of the many mutual
interests which Germans and Americans share.

- t Western s¢ idarity in Berlin can be a model
for our joint approaches to problems in other parts of the
world.
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