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8-9) still need to be made. 

We still believe that some important thematic passages (e.g., pp. 
6-7) are wrong. For example, we do not make arms control or 
other proposals (pp. 6, 9) to show our "goodwill." It is against 
our interest to legitimize the idea that western goodwill is the 
missing ingredient or that our goodwill is tested by our arms 
control proposals. A better theme is to show the President's 
sensitivity to European anxieties about war and division and to 
stress that the real source of tension is the denial of freedom. 

In addition, we continue to be uneasy at the negative undertone 
of the section near the end that questions why Berliners stay in 
Berlin. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 
WEST BERLIN, GERMANY 
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 1987 

Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 

gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

visited Berlin, speaking to the people of this city and the world 

at the City Hall. Since then, two other Presidents have come, 

each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I myself make my second visit 

to your city. 

We come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 
.. 

of the Grunewald and the Tiergarten. Most of all, by your 

courage and friendship. 

Perhaps the composer Paul Lincke understood something about 

American Presidents. You see, like so many Presidents before me, 

I come here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch einen koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song.] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe a nd North America . I understand that it is being seen and 

heard as well in the East that Berlin television can be seen 

as far to the southeast as Leipzig, as far to the northeast as 

Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 

.. 



/ . . . 
Page 2 . 

To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow countrymen in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: Es gibt nur ein Berlin. [There is only one Berlin.] 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic south it cuts across Germany in one 

continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard towers, dog runs, 

and gun emplacements. Farther south, there may be no visible, no 

obvious wall. But there remain armed guards and checkpoints all 

the same -- still a restriction on the right to travel, still an 

instrument to impose upon ordinary men and women the will of a 

totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a 

continent upon the . mind of the world. Standing before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 

" 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

Thousands of miles away, the people of the United States reached 

out to help. In announcing the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State 

George Marshall stated precisely 40 years ago this week: "Our 

policy is directed not against any country or doctrine, but 

against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: "The Marshall Plan 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"[T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. Japan rose from ruin to become an economic 

giant. Italy, France, Belgium -- virtually every nation in 

Western Europe saw political and economic rebirth. The European 

community was founded. 

In West Germany and here in Berlin, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtschaftswunder." Adenauer, Erhard, 

Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importance of 

liberty that just as truth can flourish only when the 

journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 
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about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in West Germany and Berlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

West Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreading lawns of parkland. Where a city's 

culture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

universities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 

museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance -- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'darnrn; even 

home computers. 

From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But, 

my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count on: 

Berliner herz [Berlin heart]. Berliner humor [Berlin humor]. 

Ja, und Berliner schnauze [a favorite slang term meaning courage 

mixed with toughness -- an applause line]. 

In the 1960's, Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury you." 

But in the West today, we see a free world that has achieved a 

level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human 

history. In the Communist world, we see failure. Technological 

backwardness. Declining standards of health. Even want of the 

most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still 

cannot feed itself. East Germany has made strides, but at 
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harvest time the news announcers still speak, to use the 

well-known phrase, of "the battle to bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

Freiheit -- Freiheit ist der Sieger. 

victor.] 

[Freedom is the 

Now the Soviets themselves may in a limited way be coming to 

understand the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow 

about a new policy of reform and openness. Some political 

prisoners have been released. Certain foreign news broadcasts 

are no longer being jammed. Some economic enterprises have been 

permitted to operate with greater freedom from state control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended to raise false hopes 

in the West and to strengthen the Soviet system without changing 

it? We welcome change and openness. For we believe freedom and 

security go together -- that the advance of human liberty can 

only strengthen the cause of world peace. There is one sign the 

Soviets can make that would be unmistakable, that would advance 

dramatically the cause of freedom and peace. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace -- if you 

seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe -- if you 

seek liberalization: Come here, to this gate. 

Herr Gorbachev, machen Sie dieses Tor auf. 

open this gate.] 

[Mr. Gorbachev, 
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Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. [This line in English 

for the American audience.] 

I understand the fear of war and the pain of division that 

afflict this continent -- and I pledge to you my country's 

efforts to help overcome these burdens. To be sure, we in the 

West must resist Soviet expansion. So we must maintain defenses 

of unassailable strength. Yet we seek peace. So we must strive 

to reduce arms on both sides. 

Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Alliance with a grave new threat: hundreds of new and more 

deadly SS-20 nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital 

in Europe. The Western Alliance responded by committing itself 

to a counter-deployment unless the Soviets agreed to negotiate a 

better solution -- namely, the elimination of such weapons on 

both sides. For many months, the Soviets refused to bargain in 

earnestness. As the Alliance in turn prepared to go forward with 

its counter-deployment, there were difficult days days of 

protests like those during my 1982 visit to this city -- and the 

Soviets actually walked away from the table. 

But through it all, the Alliance held firm. And I invite 

those who protested then I invite those who protest today --

to mark this fact: Because we remained strong, the Soviets came 

back to the table. Because we remained strong, today we have 

within reach the possibility, not merely of limiting the growth 

of arms, but of eliminating, for the first time, an entire class 

of nuclear weapons from the face of the Earth. 



As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting in Iceland to review 

the progress of our proposals for the complete elimination of 

intermediate-range nuclear forces. At the talks in Geneva, we 

have proposed deep cuts in strategic forces. And the Western 

Allies have likewise made far-reaching proposals to reduce the 

danger of conventional war, and to place a total ban on chemical 

weapons. 

While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to deter Soviet aggression at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, the United States is pursuing a Strategic Defense 

Initiative -- research that bases deterrence not on the threat of 

offensive retaliation, but on defenses that truly defend; on 

systems, in short, that will protect lives not by targeting 

populations but by shielding them. 

By these means we seek to increase the safety of Europe and 

all the world. But we must remember a crucial fact: East and 

West do not mistrust each other because we are armed. We are 

armed because we mistrust each other. And our differences are 

not about weapons but about liberty. Perhaps when President 

Kennedy spoke at the City Hall those 24 years ago, it was freedom 

that was encircled, Berlin that was under siege. No longer. 

Despite all the pressures upon this city, Berlin stands secure in 

its liberty. And today freedom itself is transforming the globe. 

In the Philippines; in South and Central America, democracy 

has been given a rebirth. Throughout the Pacific, free markets 

are working miracle after miracle of economic growth. In the 
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industrialized nations, a technological revolution is taking 

place -- a revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in 

computers and telecommunications. 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

Today thus represents a moment of hope. We in the West 

stand ready to cooperate with the East to promote true 

openness to break down the barriers that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

Free people of Berlin: Today, as in the past, the United 

States stands for the strict observance and full implementation 

of all parts of the Four-Power Agreement of 1971. Let us use 

this occasion, the 750th anniversary of this city, to usher in a 

new era -- to seek a still fuller, richer life for the Berlin of 

the future. Together, let us maintain and develop the ties 

between the Federal Republic and the Western sectors of Berlin, 

which is permitted by the 1971 Agreement. 

And I invite Mr. Gorbachev: Let us work to bring the 

Eastern and Western parts of the city closer together, so that 

all the inhabitants of all Berlin can enjoy the benefits that 

should come with life in one of the great cities of the world. 

To open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and West, 

let us expand the vital air access to this city, finding ways of 
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maKing commercial air service to Berlin through the established 

corridors more convenient, more comfortable, and more economical. 

we look to the day when West Berlin can become one of the chief 

aviation hubs in all Central Europe. 

With our French and British partners, the United States is 

prepared to sponsor international meetings in Berlin. It would 

be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of United Nations 

meetings, or world conferences on human rights and arms control 

or other issues that call for international cooperation. 

There is no better way to establish hope for the future than 

to enlighten young minds, and we would be honored to sponsor 

summer youth exchanges, cultural events, and other programs for 

young Berliners from the East. Our French and British friends, I 

am certain, will do the same. And it is my hope that an 

authority can be found in East Berlin to sponsor visits from 

young people of the Western sectors. 

One final proposal -- one close to my heart. Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- South Korea -- has 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in the North. International sports competitions of all 

kinds could take place in both parts of this city. And what 

better way to demonstrate to the world the openness of this 

city -- than to offer in some future year to hold the Olympic 

Games here in Berlin, East and West? 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 
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Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenges implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

Certainly there is a great deal to be said for your 

fortitude, for your defiant courage. But I believe that there is 

something deeper. Something that involves Berlin's whole look 

and feel and way of life. Not mere sentiment -- no one could 

live long in Berlin without being completely disabused of 

illusions. Something instead that sees the difficulties of life 

in Berlin but chooses to accept them. That stubbornly refuses to 

abandon this good and proud city to a surrounding presence that 

is merely brutish. Something that speaks with a powerful voice 

of affirmation -- that says yes to this city, yes to the future, 

yes to freedom. In a word, I ·would submit that what keeps you in 

Berlin is love -- love both profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 

backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 
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to : the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a young Berliner 

words that answer the German question. "This wall will fall. 

Beliefs become reality." 

Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Die Mauer kann Freiheit nicht zuruckhalten. 

cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 

[The wall 
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(Robinson) 
May 29, 1987 
6:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 
~ BERLIN, GERMANY 
~RIDAY, JUNE 12, 1987 

y-c.c/',N ~f- V fM ~ t i-z.r« {~ l--/ 
Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 

" gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

visited Berlin, speaking to the people of this city and the world 

at the City Hall. Since then, two other Presidents have come, 

each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I myself make my second visit 

to your city. 

We come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess., we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunewald and the Tiergarten. Most of all, by your 

courage and friendship. 

Perhaps the composer Paul Lincke understood something about 

American Presidents. You see, like so many Presidents before me, 

I come here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch einen koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song.] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western I Europe and North America. 

heard as well in the East 

I understand that it is being seen and 

that Berlin television can be seen 

as far to the southeast as Leipzig, as far to the northeast as 

Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my . 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. (jlthough I 

cannot be with yo_9I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 
irtJ'fJ'/-tlA C€ : 

fellow countrymen in the West in this firm£ehie ~ftal6erab 1e 

belie~ Es gibt nur ein Berlin. [There is only one Berlin.] 
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Behind me stands a wall that dividesAthe entire continent of n._.+ 

Europe. From the Baltic south it cuts across Germany in one 
liVtti.L£ 

continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard towers, dog runs, 

and gun emplacements. Farther south, there may be no visible, no 
If. ..l/1f111 ~ bD~ Jb., 

obvious wall. But there remain armed 9u•••s and checkpoints · all . ,., 
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the same -- still~ restrict!:'ea.,,. the right to travel, itil~ 1n 

.r 
instr~•a•• 4-Q impose upon ordinary men and women the will of a 

totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

Thousands of miles away, the people of the United States reached 

out to help. In announcing the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State 

George Marshall stated precisely 40 years ago this week: "Our 

policy is directed not against any country or doctrine, but 

against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos." 

In the ReicL., tag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: "The Marshall Plan 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"(T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. {i.apaA rese f.:om n1ift ee 1:>eeeme aa economic 

!ia:nt. I\al.~1 • i!5anga, BebJi\1111 3~irtually every nation in 

Western Europe saw political and economic rebirth. ti,he :S\:J.repean 
(J-1,·II ~ 4 

~;iu 
f1, h 5-r --'eR-.11ni1Riey was to anded::) 

O',l\' A-tfw) ~ In West Germany and here in Berlin, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtschaftswunder : 11 Adenauer, Erhard, 

Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importance of 

liberty that just as truth can flourish only when the 

journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 
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about only ~hen the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in West Germany and Berlin .more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

West Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreading (lawns o ~parkland. Where a city's 

culture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

universities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 

museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance£.- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'damm; even 

home computer!} 

From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. Traut, AL 
my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count; on: 

Berliner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- und Berli~er herz. 

[ "Berliner schnauze" is a well-kn_o_\in phrase meaning courage mixed 

with good h41I10-r-;--"~ah-.ll "Und mit herz" means "and with 

heart~ 

~n ~e 1960's, Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury you." 

But in the West today, we see a free world that has achieved a 

level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human 

history. In the Communist world, we see failure. Technological 

backwardness. Declining standards of health. Even want of the 

most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still 
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cannot feed .itself. East Germany has made strides, but at 

harvest time the news announcers still speak, to use the 

well-known phrase, of "the battle to bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion: @zeedum leaas 
~-.dll-4 

to pM1espe1 i Ly ij Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds ~a;Peog) the 

nations with comit~~ peaceJ u.k4 ~t-1,t_(t.._J, 

Freiheit -- Freiheit ist der Sieger. [Freedom is the 

victor.] 

~~~ 1,\l'f v.e\a Now the ~-~- . 

ht ~r-t"Wlt WJr1, 
Soviets themselves may at las~ be coming to 

/\ c.~•~ understand the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow '(C~Mtl-, 

$lltJIJ ~ 
"•~." 

(Twe~w~+ 
'1\i~s) 

about a new policy of openness•€: te uoe ehe a~aaiaR co.1ar 
A 

"glasnosts::!, Some political prisoners have been released. 
fan~ 

Ce~w~ foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some 

economic enterprises have been permitted to operate with greater 
AUtf "-1~)'. 

i•oeaem &em e~a~o coaG5ol> 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended[:.o raise false hopes 

in the WestJi~~lto strengthen the Soviet system without changing 
"?~, ruf 

it? We welcomeAchange and,.fpenness. For we believe freedom and 

security go together -- that the advance of human liberty can 

only strengthen the cause of world peace. There is one sign the 

Soviets can make that would be unmistakable, that would advance 

dramatically the cause of freedom and peace. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace -- if you 

seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe -- if you 

seek liberalization: Corne here, to this gate. 
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Herr G~rbachev, machen Sie dieses Tor auf. [Mr. Gorbachev, 

open this gate.] 

Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. ~ n"Mt t, 7 
111.:S~t"~!;; hi,~ ~}l'1ta-1-t.~~ ,:l~lillt' fn •f:-!Jest ~~ ~~'{:;-sfvttinn<U.,r. PlV"lt· , ., "', • .,. • "-= 
h.N,~ expansion. So we m~st maintain defenses of unassailable 
(di~~j"&C. ,'fh-4 ~t, ft.(t, 9-U ~ 'l~~ 
~~ ""':~,-,.1.nll strength. Yet is ~ur 'nature!' ~~ ye pegplea ~e malte maRi.fest 

I J .fl.t M,lSJl'vj ' ✓-
' J~.J~'eM.1--ov gwr ,eod11 iJ 141 .PO we must strive to reduce arms on both sides. 
IV\~ -
~~ ,l'.r~'~ 
~ arid CA.htl• Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 
Y ~r-e:e-&.te¥tlle.l...- l\t~ ,~ lllO\"~ i"4(ly 

Alliance with a ~rave new threat: ~he aepleyme~t &!) hundreds of 
JM'd- lNf -- 4k tv,ff t•wxv-""-' rJ'- u •- I\ '(t~,.....- nuclear missiles~ capable of striking every capital in Europe • 

. Nod · --Ii,~• The Western Alliance responded by committing itself to a 

ts ~(~C)~counter-deployment unless the Soviets agreed to negotiate a 
dud, r1->t • . _1\.tc, 
S,)-il--tl, 

1
-f.,., better solution -- namely, the elimination of~ weapons on 

I 't'f vuf~,< 
P.>i r!:k~# both sides. For many months, the Soviets refused to bargain in 
i\-1' ~ !--::.-=>~ •~,.--

-tt Jir1i~ ~ " earnestness. As the Alliance in turn prepared to go forward with 
''t \i ~_;-.u~.,,_ 
fit~~.\-,, its counter-deployment, there were difficult days days of 

INf> ~o~ protests like those during my 1982 visit to this city -- and the 
o~v-'1vP.J 

Soviets actually walked away from the table. 

But through it all, the Alliance held firm. And I invite 

those who protested then I invite those who protest today --

f/Pl>'l 
to mark this fact: Because we remained ..t:r~a~, the Soviets came 

back to the table. Because we remained strong, today we~ 
~l11;"1 ru,a. 

i!ngogcd iR ealk! that hold o~ the possibility, not merely of 

limiting the growth of arms, but of eliminating, for the first 

time, an entire class of nuclear weapons from the face of the 

Earth. 
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11.'! 'c!.f;!!,~ t,I, :nde~stand .. th~- fea;:;- ~:;:; t: · :::-: f division t~ 

'fo,t,,,~ afflict this continent. As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting 

f•~ in Iceland to review the progress of our proposals for the 

forces {j.hat I complet~ elimination of intermediate-range nuclear 
~IJ'o 

mentione~ At the talks in Geneva, we have,..Proposed deep cuts in 

strategic forces. And the Western Allies have @kewisi) made 

far-reaching proposals to reduce the danger of conventional war, 

and to place a total ban on chemical weapons. 

While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to deter Soviet aggression at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our ·Allies, the United States is ~ursuing a Strategic Defense 
. su~J +c 

t,Sse"'filll Initiative -- research that~ base deterrence not on the 
-f« acr u ""'~ ~ ~ • A 
Onl~ r.(. ~j !) 1::hreat of offensive retaliation, but on defenses that truly 
~s ,t, 

tn\l~ +~~ 

~U~" ,..ilfl'~c/ ~ 
defend; on systems, in short, that will protect"'lives i}QS &9> 

targeting ~p'al.a:ti.one sw.:e by el:li&1 ldi.n~ them. 
By ~So< V\U-4fk$ ~ Jut~ V\AAl:..A- G""'9H •· «-wl ./I..... ~'rtl - - f~ t-

~es, e'tlE <Jef&Aeee are c:rttc:ial /" bat mTiy the maillRs ta) ' w~ iul- W-C. ~11$"./- ~ ~-Ott~\.- Ct (ylJCI .... , ~cf: /:tJff- 1t\A.I ~.If hJ IAJff-1t,;J./t'y.J' 

'
"'*: G;iomELhing fat gtedLet. ,ae li.ie of f~&ed&Rlr Perhapz,-whe.$ f-

-,.:,.IAt~I r{ Ut\.t c-H,..t ... ~Ct~ ~a~ P.Y~: ~,rt. c.,~~U.ll,k kl'< ,,c/~~flff--<..,<lf 

~ I$ ~ett'\.i,d~ =R~o/,C..z,~~v!';~L;te~~z+w:~:a~f::~ Yf~~ ~~o~ i:b 
~Id ~~& freedem that woe encizcled, !let lin tl\at! was ~ndeP eie~. Ne 

-1,( 1...,. +o~Despite all the pressures upon this city, Berlin stands 
'¥- I • If t 1'\lllt'~f 'Uttt ~ft. ~ ~f-~. {Jrlr,, ~ili'A f:ec:ure i.A ~s'li&rt)'! And today freedom itself is transforming 

~~ ~ the globe. 
V~Y.f<I'~ 
l ~ I f6 3 ·­
~~ rt- i '-" 
~lA.k i lo. 

In the Philippines; in South and Central America, democracy 

has peen given a rebirth. Throughout the Pacific, free markets 

w\l~~ rf's are working miracle after miracle of economic growth. In the 
s+;II v~~"" 
~~~) industrialized nations, a technological revolution is taking 



?age .a 

place -- a revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in 

computers and telecommunications. 

[in Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 
,'~!{ 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union~ 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. J 
,;:-, T• " -",, •• .r 
4._ft i-fli9 ree~eeQ today @apresoR@t)a moment of hope. We in 

the West stand ready to cooperate with the East to promote true 

openness -- to break down the barriers that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

Free people · of Berlin:Today as in the past, the United = / 
States stands for the strict observance and full implementation 

ltt+ u.r us~ JI. ,s 
of all parts of the Four-Power Agreement of 1971. -¥et todiy wa~ 
CC'-4. ;~ / ~ 7 50 '"4 ~U•kiVt Y'MV) sf: tflts- Cify .1 -It> "~~~ ~-.. ~ Ill w ~ Ylf' • -
(eek rerwaid as "~ell to r,EW acl11eue1nenta, new 1:,u.+.a.at1:vcs t.e 

-~fa~a still fuller, richer life for the Berlin of the 
~i'tt~ i¾ ,..,., 

future. Together, let us ~i.,re ii• develop the ties between the 
\Ate~ ,s ~t-111~ ~,,C 1;1 I A-J~o"' k:+.- QJ A--.A 1. i~ Fk 

Federal Republic and the Western sectors of Berliz:,. -Wi.s'1iA 
h'r- . ~'t,tduv ~ Q~vM ~~ Wt~~ 

~rl~R itse 1 1:) ~t us work to bring the~ parts of the city 

closer togethe~~--a'RCI--Jieti..,.--:N..__..wrtir"-'~:1.,L,,,re,~1;:..-'CIT""-;;,,s-o¥'ii-e.J;i,.;i,.-~l--.l'S-llrR' 

~e---«"!)so that all the inhabitants of all Berlin can enjoy the 
J)i.01111 "~ 

benefits tha~~with life in one of the great cities of the 

world. 

With our French and British partners, the United States is 

prepared to sponsor international meetings in Berlin. It would 
u-,.~ N,1;""~ ""~:'J$ 0\­

be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site ofAworld 1 
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wa, Ii•,~ it ~~ o#.., V ;~J''1e$ Or ti~.$' • 
,lo hu ~" confer~nces .on human rights)~ arms control) €= ••eae t:l'lat: eal~ 

. 1......, ~r o:f- •"--ftr~il'\ul m 
y,,IIP -t ~ cooperat1.on~twee11 iae• a11a Wa&~ '"""There is no better way to 
VA~l 7? ,. · 

Or&~-- -. establish hope for the future than to enlighten young minds, and 

~U,~I, we would be honored to sponsor summer youth exchanges, cultural 

events, and other programs for young Berliners from the East. 

Our French and British friends, I am certain, will do the same. 

~Jt is my hope that an authority can be found in East Berlin 

/~e: 
(}.,-r~~ 
tS~~ 
~I\J'e, 

-
to · its from young people of the Western sectors. 

''A.I/! J, / -1-o 
open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and West, 

" LL+- t.t$ Hk.' 
us expand the vital air access to this city~ fiaa,n~ways of 

making commercial air service to Berlin through the established 
~DrL CAVt~t't ....... .1 

corridors N.iczA more comfortable, and more economical. We look 

to the day when West Berlin can become one of the chief 

all Central Europe. 

Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- South Korea -- has 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in the North. International sports competitions of all 

kinds could take place in both parts of this city. And what 

way to 

demonstrate to the world the openness of this city -- than to 

offer in some future year to hold the Olympic Games here in 

East and West? 

. ,,,,?J In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

1-N>E~T rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 
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Let's not just talk about change, Mr. Gorbachev. Let's make 

it a reality right here in Berlin. 

Twenty-six years after the building of the Wall, it's time 

for that Wall to come down. 

Twelve years after the Helsinki accords, it's time to remove 

all the barriers to the free movement of people, information, and 

ideas across the continent of Europe. 

Forty-two years after' the end of the War, it's time to stop 

treating Germans -- or any other peoples of Central Europe -­

like prisoners in their own land. 

So, Mr. Gorbachev, let us address the real sources of 

tension in Europe. Arms reduction is important to all of us, but 

the weapons are the symptom of the security problem in Europe, 

not its cause. The real issue is the denial of peoples' right to 

choose their own government -- the artificial, unnecessary, 

unnatural, and inhuman division of Europe, imposed and maintained 

by the Soviet Union. 

* * * 
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the city thrives in spite of the challenges in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

eat persuades you to stay when depart':(/ 

Certainly there · is a great deal o be said for your 

fortitude, for your defiant courage. f:_t I believe that there is 

something deeper. Something that involves Berlin's whole look 

and feel and way of life. Not mere sentiment -- no one could 

live long in Berlin without being completely disabused of 

illusions. (!omething instead that sees the difficulties of life 

in Berlin but chooses to accept them. That stubbornly refuses to 

abandon this good and proud city to a surrounding presence that 

is merely brutish] Something that speaks with a powerful voice 

of affirmation -- that says yes to this city, yes to the future, 

yes to freedom. In a word, I would submit that what keeps you in 

Berlin is love -- love both profound and abiding.~ 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 

backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 
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This city through these past forty years has become unique. 

It has seen the French, the British, the Americans and the 

Germans working together as nowhere else. It has seen the image 

of a European and Atlantic community emerge that can be a vision 

for the West's future. This is an international city unlike any 

other place on earth, that demonstrates what determination and 

partnership can build. 

Berliners have also helped shape a bridge between the West 

and their neighbors to the East. This bridge brings milk and 

meat and coal to West Berlin. It sends television pictures and 

tourists and modern know-how to the East. The bridge needs 

enlarging and expanding and what better place to carry this work 

out for the entire Western world than here in Berlin. 
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to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once agai.n looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 
. 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a young Berliner 

words that answer the German question. "This wall will fall. 

Beliefs become reality." 

Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Die Mauer kann Freiheit nicht zuruckhalten. 

cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 

[The wall 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: 

(Robinson/ARD) 
June 8, 1987 
11 : 0 0 a • m • (I ta 1 y) 

7ll'tll~ All'c;,, 
BRANDENBURG GATE ' •~ u ; ..-

WEST BERLIN, GERMANY 
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 1987 

[Check on attendance of Pres. von Weiszaecker at event.) 

Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 

gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

visited Berlin, speaking to the people of this city and the world 

at the City Hall. Since then, two other Presidents have come, 

each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I myself make my second visit 

to your city. • 

We come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the beauty of the Grunewald and the Tiergarten. Most 

of all, by your courage and determination. 

Perhaps the composer Paul Lincke understood something about 

American Presidents. You see, like so many Presidents before me, 

I come here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch einen koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song.] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe and North America. I understand that it is being seen and 

heard as well in the East. 

To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 
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those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow countrymen in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: Es gibt nur ein Berlin. [There is only one Berlin.] 

Behind me stands a wall that encircles the free sectors of 

this city, part of a vast system of barriers that divides the 

entire continent of Europe. From the Baltic south, those 

barriers cut across Germany in one continuous gash of barbed 

wire, concrete, dog runs, and guard towers. Farther south, there 

may be no visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed 

guards and checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the 

right to travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men 

and women the will of a totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the 

Brandenburg Gate, every man is a German, separated from his 

fellow men. Every man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

Thousands of miles away, the people of the United States reached 

out to help; and in 1947, Secretary of State George Marshall 

announced the creation of what would become known as the Marshall 

Plan. Speaking precisely 40 years ago this week, he said: "Our 

policy is directed not against any country or doctrine, but 

against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: "The Marshall Plan 

is helping here. To strengthen the Free World." 

A strong, free world -- in the West, that dream became real. 

Japan rose from ruin to become an economic giant. Italy, France, 

Belgium -- virtually every nation in Western Europe saw political 

and econocic rebirth. The European community was founded. 

In West Germany and here in Berlin, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtschaftswunder." Adenauer, Erhard, 

Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importance of 

liberty that just as truth can flourish only when the 

journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 
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about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in ~est Germany and Berlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

west Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreading lawns of parkland. Where a city's 

culture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

universities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 

museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance -- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'darnme ~ 

t.eirce co1npdrt.ers 1• 

From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But, 

my friends, there were a few things the Soviets didn't count on: 

Berliner Herz [Berlin heart]. Berliner Humor [Berlin humor]. 

Ja, und Berliner schnauze [a favorite slang term meaning courage 

mixed with toughness -- an applause line]. 

In the 1950's, Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury you." 

But in the West today, we see a free world that has achieved a 

level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human 

history. In the Communist world, we see failure. Technological 

backwardness. Declining standards of health. Even want of the 

most basic kind -- too little food. Even today, the Soviet Union 

still cannot feed itself. 
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After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds among the 

nations with comity and peace. 

F'l!tihE1L i'•ei.hei t i.et tioili' S j A':Jt<il.r. _..Freedom is the 

victor. V 

Now the Soviets themselves may in a limited way be coming to 

understanc the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow 

about a ne~ policy of reform and openness. Some political 

prisoners have been released. Certain foreign news broadcasts 

are no longer being jammed. Some economic enterprises have been 

permitted to operate with greater freedom from state control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended to raise false hopes 

in the West or to strengthen the Soviet system without changing 

it? We welcome change and openness. For we believe freedom and 

security go together -- that the advance of human liberty can 

only strengthen the cause of world peace. There is one sign the 

Soviets can make that would be unmistakable, that would advance 

dramatically the cause of freedom and peace. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace -- if you 

seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe -- if you 

seek liberalization: Come here, to this gate. 

HeP• £a•II cheo, machen '1ia die,:aes Tor~. ~r. Gorbachev, 

open this gate.» 

Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. 



Page 6 

I understand the fear of war and the pain of division that 

afflict this continent -- and I pledge to you my country's 

efforts to help overcome these burdens. To be sure, we in the 

West must resist Soviet expansion. So we must maintain defenses 

of unassailable strength. Yet we seek peace. So we must strive 

to reduce arms on both sides. 

Begin~ing 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Alliance with a grave new threat: hundreds of new and more 

deadly SS-20 nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital 

in Europe. The Western Alliance responded by committing itself 

to a counter-deployment unless the Soviets agreed to negotiate a 

better solution -- namely, the elimination of such weapons on 

both sides. For many months, the Soviets refused to bargain in 

earnestness. As the Alliance in turn prepared to go forward with 

its counter-deployment, there were difficult days days of 

protests like those during my 1982 visit to this city -- and the 

Soviets actually walked away from the table. 

But through it all, the Alliance held firm. And I invite 

those who protested then I invite those who protest today --

to mark this fact: Because we remained strong, the Soviets came 

back to the table. Because we remained strong, today we have 

within reach the possibility, not merely of limiting the growth 

of arms, but of eliminating, for the first time, an entire class 

of nuclear weapons from the face of the Earth. 

As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting in Iceland to review 

the progress of our proposals for the complete elimination of 

intermediate-range nuclear forces. At the talks in Geneva, we 
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have proposed deep cuts in strategic offensive weapons. And the 

Western Allies have likewise made far-reaching proposals to 

reduce the danger of conventional war, and to place a total ban 

on chemical weapons. 

While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to deter Soviet aggression at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, the United States is pursuing a Strategic Defense 

Initiative -- research that bases deterrence not on the threat of 

offensive retaliation, but on defenses that truly defend; on 

systems, in short, that will protect lives not by targeting 

populations but by shielding them. 

By these means we seek to increase the safety of Europe and 

all the world. But we must remember a crucial fact: East and 

West do not mistrust each other because we are armed. We are 

armed because we mistrust each other. And our differences are 

not about weapons but about liberty. When President Kennedy 

spoke at the City Hall those 24 years ago, freedom was encircled, 

Berlin was under siege. Today, despite all the pressures upon 

this city, Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And freedom 

itself is transforming the globe. 

In the Philippines; in South and Central America, democracy 

has been given a rebirth. Throughout the Pacific, free markets 

are working miracle after miracle of economic growth. In the 

industrialized nations, a technological revolution is taking 

place -- a revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in 

computers and telecommunications. 
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In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

Today thus represents a moment of hope. We in the West 

stand ready to cooperate with the East to promote true 

openness to break down the barriers that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

Free people of Berlin: Today, as in the past, the United 

States stands for the strict observance and full implementation 

of all parts of the Four-Power Agreement of 1971. Let us use 

this occasion, the 750th anniversary of this city, to usher in a 

new era -- to seek a still fuller, richer life for the Berlin of 

the future. Together, let us maintain and develop the ties 

between the Federal Republic and the Western sectors of Berlin, 

which is permitted by the 1971 Agreement. 

And I invite Mr. Gorbachev: Let us work to bring the 

Eastern and Western parts of the city closer together, so that 

all the inhabitants of all Berlin can enjoy the benefits that 

should come with life in one of the great cities of the world. 

To open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and West, 

let us expand the vital air access to this city, finding ways of 

making commercial air service to Berlin through the established 

corridors more convenient, more comfortable, and more economical. 
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we look to the day when West Berlin can become one of the chief 

aviation hubs in all Central Europe. 

With our French and British partners, the United States is 

prepared to help bring international meetings to Berlin. It 

would be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of United 

Nations meetings, or world conferences on human rights and arms 

control or other issues that call for international cooperation. 

There is no better way to establish hope for the future than 

to enlighten young minds, and we would be honored to sponsor 

summer youth exchanges, cultural events, and other programs for 

young Berliners from the East. Our French and British friends, I 

am certain, will do the same. And it is my hope that an 

authority can be found in East Berlin to sponsor visits from 

young people of the Western sectors. 

One final proposal -- one close to my heart. Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- South Korea -- has 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in the North. International sports competitions of all 

kinds could take place in both parts of this city. And what 

better way to demonstrate to the world the openness of this 

city -- than to offer in some future year to hold the Olympic 

Games here in Berlin, East and West? 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

·, 
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the city thrives in spite of the challenges implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

Certainly there is a great deal to be said for your 

fortitude, for your defiant courage. But I believe that there is 

something deeper. Something that involves Berlin's whole look 

and feel and way of life. Not mere sentiment -- no one could 

live long in Berlin without being completely disabused of 

illusions. Something instead that has seen the difficulties of 

life in Berlin but chose to accept them. That continues to build 

this good and proud city in contrast to a surrounding 

totalitarian presence that refuses to release human energies or 

aspirations. Something that speaks with a powerful voice of 

affirmation -- that says yes to this city, yes to the future, yes 

to freedom. In a word, I would submit that what keeps you in 

Berlin is love -- love both profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world produces backwardness because it does such 

violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to create, to 

enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love and of 

worship an affront. In East Berlin, few of the many churches 

destroyed during the War have been rebuilt. Then, years ago, 

Eastern authorities erected a secular structure to dominate the 

city -- the television tower at Alexanderplatz. Virtually ever 

since, the authorities have been working to correct what they 
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view as the tower's one major flaw, treating the glass sphere at 

the top with paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today 

when the sun strikes that sphere -- that sphere that towers over 

all Berlin -- the light makes the sign of the cross. There in 

Berlin, like the city itself, symbols of love, symbols of 

worship, cannot be suppressed. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a young Berliner 

words that answer the German question. "This wall will fall. 

Beliefs become reality." 

Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Li!@ Mauer ~ II Ereikci• nicht 2:m=m;kh&H.c •. -a,rhe wall 

cannot withstand freedom."f 

Thank you. God bless you all. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 
____...---tOt,~f!l~ BERLIN, GERMANY ,--= FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 1987 

P~.Rdl\4-t VA-\ We,·ru t¢.t., 
Chancellor Xohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, 

" 
ladi•• and 

. 
7" 

Twenty-four year, ago, President John P. Kennedy 

visited Berlin, •peaking to the people of this city •nd th• world 

at the City Hall. Since then, two other Presidents have come, 

each in hi■ turn, to Berlin. Today I my1elf make my ••cond visit 

to your city. 

we come to Berlin, we American Preeidenta, ~ecau■e it i• our 

duty to speak, in this place, ·of freedo~. But I muat corifesa, we 

are drawn here by other thing••• wells j! the feeling of 

h;;;_oji.inc!;:,j~ trr~;E.:r~f;\;~ew! ,..~ 
fr,,t:¼011, ~f:,t;=. ~~• ~-~wee~•• ~~ l>Nntp, 

~NAew.W ~M _.he,.,IH.el!'CJ&R-en-.- Mel~~l.,-by ,O\IIJ,•-

teH&9•-A11• fci■n,ahif3 
'It 

f1•1hapw • be ••apo••z; PIU l t,i zaok• .... .._,~e,ecl aeme~int aaeac 

-uur1can Pre•i•eftt■ .. .¥0,.,, ••e, -J.&ke ,u mn:r P•••i.tleat■ aefor• me, 

...., come bar• te4.ar · 19ec:att■e whKCVt:..l,_,.ge, wh1HSterJ do,;}· 

Eich hab noch=-.in•n ko-l!et in Bes.J.1n,• c•x still h~ 

..-t1:rt:1~rr~r-tt..,~t-----...1...J11t0!'ff--.fr~ m~•d aioft9--J~ 
our qatherin9 today ia being broadca■t throu9hout western 

Europe and North America. I underatand ~hat it is bein~ ■een and 

heard as well in th• Eaat-Ja,-4wnre--.fltf'i'l:-Y.-1:libm~ ~n--1~r-h@-:11tMMh 

,, 

>< 
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Tc thoae li•t•nin9 throu9lwut !astern Europe, I •xtend my 

warmest 9r••tinga and th• goodwill of the 'American people. To 

tho•• liatening in Ea■t Berlin,• •p•cial word. Although I 

cannot be with you, I addr••• my remark■ to you just aa surely as 

·uf+ cu, to those •tane1ing her• be for• me. For 1 join you as I join your 

~,,J" tallow countrymen in the West in this firm£~g.~~:t'"' 1 
-,< 

~i E■ c;ibt nur ein Berlin. [There i• only~ Berlin.) 
l lle•.f CriJ.y. {IJ IL, w~rf, """'.-«.. tS"lf~r W.1/ 1t'f!Y Behind =• •~ands a wal.l that- divide• At.he entirif continent of ~f-

~"'G ~ :,. ::4:'-\ I.vi~,~ ,::::::::.,-~ Europe. From th• Baltic@;:it.!!Jit cuta~acrosa Germany in on• x 
continuous ga•h of concrete, barbed wire, c;uard tower■, doq runs, 

and gun emplacements. Farther ■outh, th•r• may be no visible, no 

obvious wall. But there remain armed 9uard■ and checkpoints all 

th• same -- •till • restriction on the ric;ht to travel, ati,11 an 

in■trument to impo•• upon ordinary men and women the will of a 

totalitarian state. .J 
~w,y..,.r~ ' 

Yet it i ■ here in Berlin where ,_.the wall e-•liile! •o•t 

clearly1 here, cutting across your city, where the newaphoto and 

the televiaion •creen have imprinted thi■ brutal divi1ion of a 

c:ontin•nt upon the a1nd ot ~"~';;!., Standinc; before th• 

Brandanburi Gate, ~man is• Ge~n, separated from hi• fellow 

men. £,~n 1• a Be;liner, forced to look upon a scar. 
~ 

Pre,ident von Wei11aecker h•• said& The German question is 

open•• loni •• the Branden.burg Gate 11 closed. Today I say: As 

lon9 as this 9ate i• closed, as long•• this scar of a wall i■ 

pa:mitted to stand, it 1• not th• Garman question alona that 

remains open, but the question of fr••dom for all mankind. 
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·. Y•t I do no~ come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

messaga of hop• -- even, in the 1ha4ow of this wall, a m•••age of 

triumph. 

In this ••ason of spring in 1945, the people ot Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid •h•lters to find devastation. 

Thousand• of miles away, the people of the United States reached 

out to help. In announcing the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State 

Ge0r9e Marshall atated preciaely 40 year• ago thia weeks •our 

policy ia directed not against any country or doctrine, but 

against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos.• 

In the Reichitag a few momenta a90, I aaw a diaplay 

commemorating thi• 40th anniversary of th• Marshall Plan. · I wa■ 

1truck by the sign on a burnt~out, 9utted structure that wa, 

beinq rebuilt. X underatand that Berliner• of my own 9enerati0n 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throuihout the western 

sectors of th• city. The eign read •imp~ya •Th• Marshall Plan 

at work. Por the building of a Free World.• 

•[T]he building of a Free World• -- 1n the West, that 

building took place. Jap•n ro•• from ruin to become an econondc 

giant. Italy, France, Belgium -- virtually every nation in 

Western Europe••• political and economic rebirth. The European 

I, punity ••• founded. 

In West Gerinany and here in Berlin, there took place an 

economic miracle, th• •wirtschaftswunder.• Adenauer, Erhard. 
'· Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importance ot 

liberty -- that just as truth can flourish only wh•n the 

journalist 1• given f~•edom of speech, ■o proaperity can come 



a~dut only when the farmer and busine■ aman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariff■, expanded free 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the ■tandard cf 

liYing in West Germany and Berlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades a~o·ther• wa■ rubble, today in 

West Berlin there i• the greatest indu1trial output of any city 

in Germany, buay office blocka1 fine homes and apartments, proud 

avenues and the spreading lawns of parkland. Where a city'• 

culture •••med to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

universitie■, orche•tra■ and an opera, countless theater, and 

Where there was wan~, today ther• i• abundanc•et"'foocl-, 

aatu:mc,biln, ehe wo::dN&l ,oO'd• ot ~ ~•'"dw:amt; -eir.--•'9 -
co.,.,tcJ:.f)- • -

Pram devaatation -- from utter ru1n -- you Berliner• have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again rank■ as one of th• 

9reate1t on Earth. The soviets may have had otbe; plan•. ~, 

we. @y fri•Dd• r th•:c• w•1--ena ehift! c)la Sovie,■ 11111ll' • en11• QA.>,-

;\-, \\ lit''~ . -e,.rl:ku btD (BuJ:±u ben••J, Batlln■r numur-{B•rJ 1 n bum.or~ 
•\1,_~\S. . ~ •r- ~ 11&Ad· 1a.rli:t1erAell11tru21 [a ·favorltr slang t'arm 11ae11:f:n9 eo1.1raqv 
-(,o c,.v~,,- @iKed Wil,b t0ur;)111••· -- .. A appla~•· li.Re) .. 3 

In th• 1960'•, khruahchev predicted1 •we will bury you.• 

But in the We■t today, we••• a fr•• world that ha■ achieved a 

level of pro■perity and well-beinq unprecedented in all human 

history. In the Communist world, we••• failure. Technological 

backwardne1■• Declining standard■ of health. Ev•n want of the 

most basic kind -- too little food. The soviet Union ■till 

caMot feed 1taelf. Eaat Germany h•• mad• atridea, but at 
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harvest ti.Jne th• new, aMouncers ■till peak, to u1e th• 

well-k~own ·phr•••• of •th• battl• to brinq in the crops.• 

After these four decade■ , then, ther• atands before the 

entire ~orld one great and 1ne1capable conclusion. Freedom leads 
nA Vi\cli\S 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds Q!etveet:9 the 

nations with comity and peace."---... ._ ___ ..,_ 
~ 

l;raiheit 

.victor.,r' 

- F:NN.~...--c ~ei. jFreedom 1• the 

Now th• Soviets themselves may in a limited way b• coming to 

undar■tan4 th• importanc• of fr••dom. we hear much from Moscow 

about a n■w policy of reform· and openn•••· Some political 

prisoners hav■ been r•lea1ed. Certain foreign new■ broadcast• 

ar• no lonqar being jammed. Som• economic enterpriae■ have· b••n 

permitted ta operate with 9raatar freedom from state control. 

Are th••• the b•iinninq■ of profound changes in the soviet 

■tate? or are they token 9e■tures, intended to r•1•• false hop•• 

in the We■t,.r{:iJ to strengthen the Soviet 1y•t•m without cb~nging 

it? We welcoma chang• and openness. For we believe freedom and 

security go toiether -- that th• advance of hum.an liberty can 

only ■trength•n the cauae of world peace. ~here i■ ~n• sign the 

Soviet• can make that would b• unmistakable, that would advance 

dramatically the cause of freedom and peace. 

General Secretary Goi-bachev, if you seek peace.iC t;J rs ,.. 

~•k ~oape.d.•~-t.~"Sovi..rL -Uui"on an• ..!••~•»~e ,3-if you 

se•k liberalizations co~ here, to thi• 9ate. 

,-s=-iierr-=>Ge11llaehe¥, NCHn"'&i'e di;,ena, ~..-f. JM~. Gorbachev, 

open this gate.,..,-- ', 
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. Mr. Corbach•v, ~ear down-this wall. eT~it 11••·.J.~ EA!lisi -­

~ tl~ All••i.41•• e'lleti•nee ,l) 

I understand the faar cf war and th• pain of divi ■ ion that 

afflict this continent -- and I pledge to you my country'• 

effort• to help overcome the,e burdens. To be sure, we in the 

We■t must reei•t Soviet •xpanaion. So we must maintain defenses 

of unassailable atrenqth. Y•t we •••k peace. So we must strive 

to reduce a::m■ on both aid••• 

Beginning 10 years a90, the Soviet• challen9ed the We•t•rn 

Alliance with• grave new threats hundred• of new and more 

deadly ss-20 nuclear mi■■ile1, capable of •triking •vary capita_l 

in Europe. Th• Western Alliance responded by committing itself 

to a counter•d•ployment unless th• Soviet• agreed to negotiate a 

better •elution -- namely, th• •limination of auch weapon• on 

both •idea. Por many month■, the Soviets refused to bargain in 

earnestn•••· A• the Alliance in turn pr•pared to 90 forward with 

its counter-d•ployment, ther• were difficult day1 -- day• of 

protests like thoae during my 1982 vi1it to this city -- and th• 

Soviats actually walked away from th• ta~l•. 

But throu9h it all, the Alliance hel4 firm. And I invite 

tho•• who protested then -- X invite tho•• who prote■t today -­

to mark thi• facts Because we remained ■trong, the Soviet• came 

back to the table. Becau•• we remained ■trong, today we have 

within reach th• poa■ibility, not merely of limiting the 9r0wth 

of arms, but of eliminating, for the ·first time, an entire claaa 

of nuclear weapon• from th• face of th• Earth. 
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A• I 1peak, NATO mini•t•r• •r• m••t1ng in Iceland to review 

th• pr~gresa of our prop01al• for th• complete elimination of 

intermediate-range nuclear forces. At the talk• in Geneva, we 

have proposed deep cuts in atrateqic torce1 And th• Western 

Allies have like~ise made tar-reaching proposals to reduce the 

danger of conventional war, and to place a total ban on chemical 

weapons. 

While we pur1ue these arm• reductions, I pledge to you that . •;u,,. 
we will maintain the4,.Jw9to deter Soviet aggre111on at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, th• United States is pursuing• Strategic Defense 
· · r"Wtt+.· · 

Initiative -- research that baae'4eter~ence not on the threat of 
A 

offensive retaliation, but on def•n••• that truly defend, on 

ey1tem11, in 1hort, that will protect live, not by targ•ting 

population■ but by •hi•ldin9 them. 

By these m•ans we ■eek to incr•••• the safety of Europe and 

all the world. But we must reinemb•r • crucial fact1 East and 

West do not mistrust each other becau•e w• are armad. W• are 
i,,Slc. 

armed becau•• we mistru■t each other. And our differances are 

not about weapon• but about liberty. ,ei-~~•n Pr••ident 

Kennedy apoke at th• City Hall those 24 yaar■ a90, ~ w•~ freedom 
"Jor:U>'' _.(hid) was encircled, Berlin ~d wae undar liege. I!• lun!••~ 

~h IJe.-,1," ..tc.../s W~c S.Cc,,,Aw--~, s-1t•II ei.ts-1-, c"P:f a &£,-,, ~ 
inP!t:e aJ.1 ~& u •• n this city" lerlin ■tand■ ~GH:trL in )( 

And today J~itaelf is ~ransfo~ th• globe. 
·, 

Philippines, in South and Central America~ democracy 

ha1 been 9ivan a rebirth. Throuqhout th• Pacific, free markets 
j 

are working miracle after miracle of economic growth. In the J -
~C\\1he~•rc *• ~ -1 ~~e lw~-H-c. ~hi ,._,, i,y ... ~uit-; ~ ;o~_o/l 

«J.. .r~ Nk, ru~s. ~ .. ,. ~r lfre s-1;// t~ &?di;.,..,~~, wiU W9'ti-. 
~, kt.\"e. «r •I~ .s ~y 4ye. v.r11'f,c.t ', ldkut-$' 6M ~- Ir, ~.rlt,,,k fo~ 
~i~~ ~.r.-de.~r~ C'Ah~ tw,~. 8'rt-~(/to kLu/,t-., hlW thif/q,ltw,,;.R,~ 

aa.-. . .. ~u, ~t1~1.-.. ,. ....... r.1..1t.. ..... ,,~,, .4. ~..L ~~IY'.L n __ . . .. , ... .. " 
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in~ustrialized nationa, a techn0lo9ical r•volution is takinq 

place -- • revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in 

computers and telecomsnun~cation,. 

(in Barcpe r-OAly oRe Aal.,on afta the•• -'' -oon\»elre ~efuae -. 

~ein she eomuni•f •f freede■, Yet in th!• •9• -el ~•doubl-4 

...eaeneaie 9rcwth, e~ iftformati~n an4 inno~a,io11-, th• SoY1•~ Onto~ 

faeea a choice. It 11N■t ••k•....tundament•l ch1nge1. Or it wiH 

stand ready to cooperate with the Eaat to proaot• tru• 

ope~••• -- to break down the'barriera that ••parate people, tc 

create a safer, freer world. And surely th•r• ia no better place 

than Berlin, the •••tingplac• of hat and Weit, to make a start. 

Free people of Berlins Today, a• in the pa■t, the Onited 

State• ■tan41 for the atrict ob■ervance and full implemantation 

of all parts of the Four-Power Aqreement cf 1971. Let ua u•• 

this occasion, the 750th anniversary of thi• city, to u■her in a 

new era -- to aeek • atill fuller, richer lit• for th• Berlin of 

the future. Together, let ua maintain and develop th• tie• 

between the Federal Republic and the •••tern aectara of Berlin, 

which is parmitt•d by the 1971 Agreement. 

And I invite Mr. Gorbachevs Let us work to bring the 

Eastern and Western parta of the city clo••r together, ao that 

all the inhabitant• of all Berlin can enjoy the ~enefit• that - -
should com• with life in one of the great cities of th• world. 

To open Be~lin ■till further to all Europe, East and West, 

let us expand th• vital air acce•• to this city, finding ways of 



maMinq comioercial air service to Berlin through the ••tablished 

corridor, mere convenient, more comfortable, and more economical, 

we look to th• day wh•n Weat Be~lin can become one of the chief 

aviation hub1 in all Central Europe. 

With our French and Britiah partners, th• United States is 

prepared to sponsor intarnational meetinqa in Berlin. It would 

be only fitting for Berlin to ••rv• aa the •it• of Cnited Nation• 

meetings, or world conferences on human r19hta and arm■ control 

or other is ■u•• that call for international cooperation. 

There i• no bett•r way to establish hop• for the future than 

to enlighten young mind■, and we would be honored to sponsor 

summer youth exchange■, cultural event1, and other program• for 

young Berliner• from the Ea■t. our French and British friend1, I 

am cert.in, will do the sama. An4 it 1■ my hope that an 

authority can be found in East Berlin to ■pon■or visits from 

young people of th• We■tern sectors. 

One final proposal -- on• clo•• ta my heart. Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- south Korea -- has 

offered to pe.rmit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in th• North. International sport• competition• of all 

kinda could take place in both parts of thi• city. An4 what 

better way to demonstrate to the world th• openn••• of this 

city -- than to offer in aoma future year to hold the Olympic 

Games here in Berlin, Ea■t and West? 

~ tbe•e tour 4eead••· a&• I nave ■aidr ye~ •••liA•~e ha~e-
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In theae four decades, as I have said, you Berliner• have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so despite your physical 

separation from West Germany and the cha·1·1enges implicit in the 

very presence of this Wall behind. me. What i.!I the •ecret of 'this 

success, and. what mesaage does it carry with it for the future? 

I have already mentioned. the •pecial fortitude and courage 

of Berliners. But I believe there ia something deeper, aomething 

that involves Berlin'• whole look and feel and way of life. 

Something both profound. and abiding that speaks with a powerful 

voice cf affirmation -- that says yes to this city, ye• to the 

future, yea to freedo~. 

I hope, as well, there may be something special in the 

American pre•ence in this city. we came as soldiers and we have 

become friends. We came as administrator■ and we have become 

partners. We have been involved, along with you and with our 

French and British colleagues, in building thie city -- ■eeing to 

its security and freedom, and supporting it■ cultural and 

educational institutions. Together we have seen a unique kind of 

international city emerge. Can Berlin ■erve as a model for the 

kind of Europe we want to see, or the kind. of Atlantic community 

we have dree&med of since the end of the War? x think the answer 

is yes. 

so I aae a bright future for this city -- a• a meeting place 

fer East and Weati as a living exall\ple of what freedom can 

accomplish, as a model for what Europe can become in a new era. 

That i• my dream. 
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-.Lu !nt-i ~erl1z,J • eut •••o•l\i.ng waa dU.C••en,. i:~e e11e111 •• th• 

croaa the f1g'Ufl had lacrne I J o:t for 11ear1y-1!0 y1:a:c s 

-E- Y•••• late:c, •ae!ior:tties itr t:l.e Bait el'••"ad. what is now 

•~• tall••t itrUctufi in th• city, •h• .... v,1ien t:ow•• •~o~e 

"Al&Xihdlfplat.r. 1 Uhdltit&H4 that Wi:tit\lally e"tleS: 1inee, "A• 

1.12tboritie1 ~•¥• ~••n weekin9 bee~a~ waat th•~ view•• efte. 

•ewe:t • 1 en■ major flaw, trea Ling the qla11 ••• at t 'be tap ttd.~ 

=paints and ehemie•l• ef er.,e•r lea.Ria Y t"vn tad wli"a:rr t.1\e 8Qll --· --- • • a.r • • 

that dome that t:ew■1:■ evar a11 ler11n 

"'!:igbL ■ak•• ,11■ 1J.9a ef u,■ c:cuaa .3' 
;i. I looked out• mament ago from th• Reichata9 -- that 
I 

-=odim•nt of Geman unity -- I noticed vord1 crudaly 

•P~•y•painted upon th• ~•11 -- parhap• by• ycuni Berliner -­

word• that anawer th• German qu••ticn. •This wall will tall. 

Belief• become raality.• 

Yes, aero•• Europe, this wall will tall. Per it cannot 

withstand fait:.h. 

wall 

cannot withatand 

Thank you. God bl••• you all. 

~ ,J • t 
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