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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS : BRANDENBURG GATE 

(06/01 6:00 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ~ FITZWATER 

BAKER □ ~ GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ ~ HENKEL 

MILLER-OMB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL V KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI "" RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE □ V TUTTLE 

DAWSON OP rJll{'DoLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 

The attached has been forwarded to the President. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 3933 Add-on III 

June 2, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR TOM GRISCOM 

FROM: COLIN L. POWELL 

SUBJECT: Presidential Address: Brandenburg Gate (Revised) 

Attached are some additional suggested fixes on the Brandenburg 
Gate speech. 

Attachment 

Tab A 

cc Rhett Dawson 

Draft Presidential Address 

f 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: PETER W. RODMAN'\'(t 

Oe12,: ,t, ·• .. ,, ,, 1..--
ueputy Natl Sec AdvilOr 

hullen 
3933 Add-on 1'M 

June 2, 1987 

SUBJECT: Presidential Address: Brandenburg Gate (Revised) 

The Brandenburg Gate speech is better than before, but the staff 
is still unanimous that it's a mediocre speech and a missed 
opportunity. 

Nelson, Fritz, and I have given up on any further major 
improvements but believe that a few particular small things do 
need fixing. Attached is a memo to Griscom transmitting these 
few suggested changes. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached memo to Griscom. 

Approve ------ Disapprove -----

Attachment 

Tab I Transmittal memo to Tom Griscom 
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Nearly 20,000 American soldiers and airmen and their 

families live in close cooperation with Berlin, to insure the 

defense of our common ideals. Several thousand other Americans 

make a direct contribution to the business, intellectual, and 

cultural life of this city. In a living sense, we share the 

centuries-old tradition of Berlin, and in the process have become 

Berliners ourselves. 

Berlin, to be sure, also symbolizes division. The wall that 

divides this city is a visible sign of how much work remains to 

be accomplished before justice and freedom exist throughout 

Europe. But Berlin is not a place to lament. It is a city of 

the future, living proof of the strength of the human spirit. It 

demonstrates more than anywhere that freedom works. And its 

future will be secured in freedom. 

In this 750th anniversary year let me commend on behalf of 

all Americans Berlin's festival of freedom, democracy, optimism, 

and joy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 

States of America, do hereby recognize Berlin's 750th anniversary 

year, 1987. I call upo~ the people of the United States to join 

in celebrating and honoring Berlin's 750th anniversary with 

appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

II 



(Robinson) 
May 29, 1987 
6:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 
~BERLIN, GERMANY 
~RIDAY, JUNE 12, 1987 

P,~--+- VNt. ~ti-z.N.1/ul--/ IC..•---=-~ Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 
,\ 

gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

visited Berlin, speaking to the people of this city and the world 

at _the City Hall. Since then, two other Presidents have come, 

each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I myself make my second visit 

to your city. 

We come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunewald and the Tiergarten. Most of all, by your 

courage and friendship. 

Perhaps the composer Paul Lincke understood something about 

American Presidents. You see, like so many Presidents before me, 

I come here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch einen koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song.] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe and North America. I understand that it is being seen and 

heard as well in the East that Berlin television can be seen 

as far to the southeast as Leipzig, as far to the northeast as 

Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 
' 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. {ilthough I 

cannot be with yo!:)I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 
irtil'*llt~ : 

fellow countrymen in the West in this firm£ehia ~ftal\arab 1e'1 
belie-'b Es gibt nur ein Berlin. [There is only one Berlin.] 

4'Jl,-s crf,. To ~ wrrf., ~.-c. ,$ Aw.JIM- W'II// 
Behind me stands a wall that dividesAthe entire continent of .n..,. 

~~ 
Europe. From the Baltic south it cuts across Germany in one · 

continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard towers, dog runs, 

abd gun emplacements. Farther south, there may be no visible, no 
A,, ~"'11 /; ~o,k, 

obvious wall. But there remain armed 9'1••as and checkpoints all 
~~ ~ " h;.P the same -- &~ill e restrict,:,ea • the right to travel, still en 

.r 
j;0str11■snt ~ impose upon ordinary men and women the will of a 

totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in -Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

Thousands of miles away, the people of the United States reached 

out to help. In announcing the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State 

George Marshall stated precisely 40 years ago this week: "Our 

policy is directed not against any country or doctrine, but 

against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reicr..., tag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

conunemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: "The Marshall Plan 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"[T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. {j_apaR i;:oso f;5ga J;:\li.R iee eeeeme aR ecom.Jffl"i~ 

tJ¼ant. l•al.!JS» i'x:aaea; &el!i!'la 3Virtually every nation in -
and e~onomic rebirth. /!i.tte E\ix:epea.n ".t1,·" \ft 4 ~ ; lU Western Europe saw political 

fo h S'~ ~RIIR\H~i t1 was re une.ea:::) _ °"'' A+tw) In West Germany and here in Berlin, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtschaftswunder." Adenauer, Erhard, 

Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importance of 

liberty that just as truth can flourish only when the 

journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 
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about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in West Germany and Berlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

West Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreadingQawns o~parkland. Where a city's 

culture seemed to have .been destroyed, today there are two great 

universities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 

museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance£- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'damm; even 

home computer~ 

From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. €ut, 

my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't 

Berliner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze 

["Berliner schnauze" is a well-know courage mixed 

"Und mit herz" means "and with 

1960's, Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury you." 

But in the West today, we see a free world that has achieved a 

level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human 

history. In the Communist world, we see failure. Technological 

backwardness. Declining standards of health. Even want of the 

most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still 
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cannot feed itself. East Germany has made strides, but at 

harvest time the news announcers still speak, to use the 

well-known phrase, of "the battle to bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable~clusionl @;:~:: leads 

to pitesperity ij Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds ~suao-1) the 

nations with comity~ peaceJ atAJ/ wit.M-~lk.J, 
J 

Freiheit -- Freiheit ist der Sieger. [Freedom is the 

victor.] 

i:::t:; • ..iY. J{ Now the Soviets 6.•:-... J•••, may at ~~-,::o:~"""~.,....~ 
t~•-:1- unde} stand the importance of freedom. We much from Moscow ~-, 

about a new policy of openness•f:, ee ~ae ehe 51.u&&iaA t&Jar 
A --'glasnos c 19 Some political prisoners have been released. 

fet~e Cer~-~ foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some 

economic enterprises have been permitted to operate with greater 
Auf,ttuWk~. 

C.aaie11t &a• aeasa c;o11s1ial:• -~ 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in· the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intendea[:.o raise false hopes 

in the West1i%o strengthen the Soviet system without changing 

it? We welcomeAckange anr;tJenness. For we believe freedom and 

security go together -- that the advance of human liberty can 

only strengthen the cause of world peace. There is one sign the 

Soviets can make that would be unmistakable, that would advance 

dramatically the cause of freedom and peace. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace -- if you 

seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe -- if you 

seek liberalization: Come here, to this gate. 
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Herr Gorbachev, machen Sie dieses Tor auf. [Mr. Gorbachev, 

this gate.] 

, ; . . _ Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. :l.;j; ~ ,. 7 
1'l,~· ~ 1i·~ "~ Awl J. ~,dk ft~ . ..,_4,,xiJn 'S ~Hwn 1u.1,, Ott~ ~ jf'Wkws-. .~·t. ,·s ~ 1 ~ ~{ffld.l:s we r.,,aleA . aaa ,i11a!~~• in the West mulft resist Soviet • 

~d~ xpansion. So we must maintain defenses of unassailabl~ 

~,.fl..-•'IC. ,-dw !J: tt..e.t. M-# ce, ""'~~ ~+- ~,t,6,il strength. Yet ie ottr 'nat~r& as ~a paoplaa 68 maJte maRifast 
I t .tL< t,JSl•"':J I ✓- . 
tVl~~'eM-oY li\iE !eeuk~J i.:i ,oo we must . strive to reduce arms on both sides. 

~t •~$~ Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 
,y .. rw ~1--e1te,,,:~lf&8,l~ l\tw ~Ill-I\-'~,-.,,,,. 

fNf' Alliance wit~lk:: ~~~av;_;,;.:;e~;:
0 

~a aeploywunit ~ hundreds of" si~ 
J~~V-- nuclear missiles~ rapable of striking every capital in Europe. 

-'· Jt,Al The Western Alliance responded by committing itself to a 
~ r._,.cyL 
~~~)counter-deployment unless the Soviets agreed to negotiate a 
dwl' fl.,. • J\.tCl 
S,,-.il,tlJ,~ better solution -- namely, the elimination of~ weapons on 

,.~"V~~ both sides. For many months, the Soviets refused to bargain in 
,\-(~!S°ft 
~ lif'i .. ~ 11 earnestness. As the Alliance in turn prepared to go forward with 

''t \, "''~--
f ~,~~ ,\-1, its counter-deployment, there were difficult days days of 

'

:...«,·~ 
"'"'' protests like those during my 1982' visit to this city -- and the 
~ '("'""p.s 

Soviets actually walked away from the table. 

But through it all, the Alliance held firm. And I invite 

those who protested then I invite those who protest today --

to mark this fact: Because we remained T• the Soviets came 

back to the table. Because we remained strong, today we 4J¥:" 
tv ,'11 ;\11 rue a. 

bgagcd iR iealJ,s tha L ho1d uuil the possibility, not merely of 

limiting the growth of arms, but of eliminating, for the first 

time, an entire class of nuclear weapons from the face of the 

Earth. 
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~~It ~-fOl~;!-f-.:_~ -------------------------.---..-.. '7VS Wt · ~ I,. I understand the fear of war and the ain of di vision tha ~·· . fo ~~ afflict this continent. As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting 

f•~ in Iceland to review the progress of our proposals for the 

I complete elimination of intermediate-range nuclear forces{Ehat I 
(o,~ tlv,. . ~lhJ 

1',Allt . mentione.i At the talks in Geneva, we have,.Proposed deep cuts in 

J~:'tJ strategic forces. And the Western Allies have(I!kewisi}made 

fNf) far-reaching proposals to reduce the danger of conventional war, 

and to place a total ban on chemical weapons. 

While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to deter Soviet aggression at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, the United States is Jjsuing a Strategic Defense 

E,ss,e.\lf,•,, Initiative -- research thj all D base,s deterrence not on the 
.fty,CCV\'1IC) ~ . /\ 
,nl!, ,I e,Jt) threat of offensive retaliation, but on defenses that truly 
~s ,f- ~~" ,.ilfl'~e/ ,:t J~r•\I~ defend; on systems, in short, that will protect~ives Q}ot &:, 

+u~ otL 
:;;.---- targeting ~p\ila:tioae s;ye by ahia ldiacj them. 

\ 

8y k~ ~ ~ tu.I;.. -1- vwi/:..& EW1fk ... •k4 -/1..... '-Mt-IA-· .r~.-
iul-. ts~:;f d~:'~~~a~e ce:::,~1-f-d~t ;;~i- 11:e.:z~nai;~ .. ,-;~s ~~ @wnetlting !at gzeatezl (kl UI • j liH,,.i■■ ,J; Perhaps wt.uilt 

,- ~ Ut'l\. t-#l.,Y ~,c..,,._ \V'(...4~ 4Y'M,,/LI/; 1t.1t.lrt.th·~6,,Gu(L "1< l'IAl'&~fltf-"114. 

~ 1~ ~•r:.dw=•~•;.,_9~1l.!:c:;•e::._11;~':.8,:;f:.!s-Y·,M;~ ~ 
~-~f_, &-~e freeaem :t!hat woo eucizcl:ec!, !IEtlin tka~ "•• w1ui1H1 ai:e!'f!. Me 
~-- err 1~~,t~. -Jt Ji~ ,;Longe$ q Despite all the pressures upon this city, Berlin stands 
\\' • If t rllttt'\o\f tUMtlllt. H-~f~. -(kfr•,~'11\t f:ecnre ~A a-ts:rtlkr@~ And today freedom itself is transforming 

~~ ~ the globe. __..---
V~YI-<•~ 
\~ /f63-- In the Philippines; in South and Central America, democracy 
4 ctrf-;~ has been given a rebirth. Throughout the Pacific, free markets 
~\A.&c. i\o. 
w\,~rf's are working miracle after miracle of economic growth. In the 
s~II uwLl"" &,t~~) industrialized nations, a technological revolution is taking 
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place a revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in 

computers and telecommunications. 

En Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 
l-l&tl{ 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union~ 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. J 
(fit T,.ft:{ I reepee~ today f,pi;,.fia'e!J a moment of 

the West stand ready to cooperate with the East to 

~ hv We in 

promote true 

openness -- to break down the barriers that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

Free people of Berlin:Today as in the past, the United = ~ 
tJ~f,, States stands for the strict observance and full implementation 

~ti/ , of all parts of the Four-Power Agreement of 1971. 1:-t :!a~~~/.'ts 
""' "' }/CCC4-rt-tM/ ~ 7sofl. -•~•'\>'fv-,.~ *;fl,-s ~,-#.,/ .fe "'~~ {tt '! kl"'-"~nf'·-.f,o Cf ~ fetwa:rd ae :r.i,ell Lo aa ... <lachzcu cmcntie, nc• 111t1•••"1:1·.-.ea a 

4:-~•- J:f.a~a still fuller, richer life for the Berlin of the 
4,avr 1V ~i\t tA•"'- ~"-/ 
h't'-Mct future. Together, let l.J.S .._,11a -.. develop the ties between the 
~ MW '1 V\Jt'-.,,s ~~-~..,~/11I 4,~,M~, (j/ AJ '1. iWfk- :, ... • lfj Federal Republic and the ~estern sectors c5f Berlin✓, ·~aia : 
,~i-1,--,~""' ' A"'. ~~"'\' ~ a~tt.~tlJI ~Jf.f~ . ~~••R itself) ~t us work to bring the~ parts of the city 

a -~\\ .,. {}'t'.,d"f ,, closer togetherJ ~ E'Ad. ye&, let JJfi cha J len.i.ie ~C:¥'\.eU J;Q ~ 

~t ~; -ue-- gso that all the inhabitants of all Berlin can enjoy the 

~ltlf benefits thf~~i~ life in one of the great cities of the 
,t~) 

(~~ 
world. 

With our French and British partners, the United States is 

prepared to sponsor international meetings in Berlin. It would 
u~ NAltN~ "1~"kjs ~ 

be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site ofAworld 1 
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. 
"' h~ it Dr•#w~ ;~l11e$ O'.\--- a~s .fo ke1~" conferences on human rights)~ arms control1 E:= a•eea that ealn& 
~k .-~r o:f-,~i,t~~l <1/ . 'Y•1~~ @,et, cooperationptween &ae• iHIQ Waa~ There is no better way o 
~17? ~ . 

Or&~-- ., establish hope for the future than to enlighten young minds, and 

~~, we would be honored to sponsor sununer youth exchanges, cultural 

events, and other programs for young Berliners from the East. 

our French and British friends, I am certain, will do the same. 

~Jt is my hope that an authority can be found in East Berlin 

0-lllttl~ ,I ~-.,."~~ 
,~ «i~ acu--.S,, 
~.f-_,,,, 
f,._...-• --

- · 'ts from young people of the Western sectors. ""''~,.,.. open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and West, 
I' L,_,f.--u$/;~ 
expand the vital air access to this city~ fiaa,R~ways of 

making commercial air service to Berlin through the established 
~ en,Vttttrll,f-., 

corridors NierA more comfortable, and more economical. We look 

to the day when West Berlin can become one of the chief 

all Central Europe. 

Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- South Korea -- has 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in the North. International sports competitions of all 

kinds could take place in both parts of this city. And what 

demonstrate to the world the openness of this city -- than to 

offer in some future year to hold the Olympic Games here in 

East and West? 

~ In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

j.f{)f~T rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 
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the city thrives in spite of 

presence of this wall. 

~ 

Certainly there is a great deal 

the very 

fortitude, for your defiant courage. E_t I believe that there is 

something deeper. Something that involves Berlin's whole look 

and feel and way of life. Not mere sentiment -- no one could 

live long in Berlin without being completely disabused of 

i~lusions. (!omething instead that sees the difficulties of life 

in Berlin but chooses to accept them. That stubbornly refuses to 

abandon this good and proud city to a surrounding presence that 

is merely brutish] Something that speaks with a powerful voice 

of affirmation -- that says yes to this city, yes to the future, 

yes to freedom. In a word, I would submit that what keeps you in 

Berlin is love -- love both profound and abiding. -:J" 
Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to · the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 

backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 
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This city through these past forty years has become unique. 

It has seen the French, the British, the Americans and the 

Germans working together as nowhere else. It has seen the image 

of a European and Atlantic community emerge that can be a vision 

for the West's future. This is an international city unlike any 

other place on earth, that demonstrates what determination and 

partnership can build. 

Berliners have also helped shape a bridge between the West 

and their neighbors to the East. This bridge brings milk and 

meat and coal to West Berlin. It sends television pictures and 

tourists and modern know-how to the East. The bridge needs 

enlarging and expanding and what better place to carry this work 

out for the entire Western world than here in Berlin. 
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to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 
I 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authoritie·s in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with . 
paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a young Berliner 

words that answer the German question. "This wall will fall. 

Beliefs become reality." 

·yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Die Mauer kann Freiheit nicht zuruckhalten. [The wall 

cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God bless you all • 
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WEST BERLIN, GERMANY 
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 1987 

j 

Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 

gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

visited Berlin, speaking to the. people of this city and the world 

at the Rudolph Wilde Platz. Since then, two other Presidents 

· have come, each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I myself make my 

second visit to your city. 

We come to Berli~, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by othe= things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, wore than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense 0f energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunewald and ~he Tiergarten. Most of all, by your 

courage and friendship. 

Perhaps Marlene :ietrich understood something about American 

Presidents. You see, !ike so many Presidents before me, I come 

here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch ei~en koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song.] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe and North Arner~~a. I understand that it is being seen and 

heard as well in the East that Berlin television can be seen 

as far to the southeast as _Leipzig, as far to the northeast as 

Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 

. . • ·- ·· ~-·~ ... 
cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow citizens in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: [In German:] There is only one Berlin. 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic south it cuts across Germany in one 

continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard towers, dog runs, 

and gun emplacements. On borders farther south, there may be no 

visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed guards and 

checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the right to 

travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men and women 

the will of a totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this bru~al division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standi~g before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German quest i on alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 
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Yet_ I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 
. ........ :-·~--

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

Streets choked with rubble. One building in five destroyed. 

Tens of thousands lying dead. Thousands of miles away, the 

people of the United States reached out to help. In announcing 

the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State George Marshall stated 

precisely 40 years ago this week: "Our policy is directed not 

against any country or doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, 

desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: "The Marshall Plan 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"[T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building .took place. Japan rose from ruin to become an economic 

giant. Italy, France, Belgium -- each saw political and economic 

rebirth. The European community was founded. 

In West Germany and here in Berlin, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtschaftswunder." Adenauer, Erhard, 

Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importance of 

liberty -- that j~st a s t ruth can tlourish only when the 
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journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 

about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 
. . • ·- ··=- ·~ 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in west Germany and West Berlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

West Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreading lawns of parkland. Where a city's 

culture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

universities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 

museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance -- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'damm; even 

home computers. 

From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But, 

my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count on: 

Berliner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- und mit herz. 

[~Berliner schnauze" is a well-known phrase meaning courage mixed 

with good humor, "chutzpah." "Und mit herz" means "and with 

heart."] 

In the 1960's, Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury you." 

But in the West today, we see a free world that has achieved a 

level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human 

history. In the East, we -see failure. Technological 

backwardne ss. Declining standards of health. Even want of the 
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most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still 

cannot feed itself. East Germany has made strides, but at 

harvest time the news announcers still speak, to use the 
. . ··-·· ; - • ~ 

well-known phrase, of •the battle to bring in the crops.• 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

Freiheit -- Freiheit ist der Sieger. · (Freedom is the 

victor. J 

Now the Soviets themselves may at last be coming to 

understand the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow 

about a new policy of openness and reform -- to use the Russian 

term, "glasnost." Some political prisoners have been released. 

Certain foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some 

economic enterprises have been permitted to operate with greater 

freedom from state control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended only to raise false 

hopes in the West? We want to encourage change and openness. We 

want new agreements 

arms. 

especially those that will reduce nuclear 

There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be 

unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the cause of 

understanding between nations, the cause of peace and freedom. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peac~ 
• 

1 

J If you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Easter:-: 
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• 
Europe )If you seek liberalization,-.--•_. 

~~~~~---9 C§.ome here, to this gate • 
. . ,._ .. ,; _ .. ~ 

Herr Gorbachev, machen Sie dieses Tor au£. [Mr. Gorbachev, 

open this gate.] 

Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. 

While we watch and wait, we in the West must resist Soviet 

expansion. So we must maintain defenses of unassailable 

strength. Yet it is our nature as free peoples to make manifest 

our goodwill. So we must strive to reduce arms on both sides. 

Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Alliance with a grave new threat: the deployment of hundreds of 

nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

The Western Alliance responded by committing itself to a 

counter-deployment -- unless the Soviets agreed to negotiate a 

better solution. For many months, the Soviets refused to come to 

the table. As the Alliance in turn prepared to go forward with 

its counter-deployment, there were difficult days -- days of 

protests like those during my 1982 visit to this city. 

But through it all, the Alliance held firm. And I invite 

those who protested then I invite those who protest today --

to mark this fact: Because we remained strong, the Soviets came 

to the table. Because we remained strong, today we are engaged 

in talks that hold out the possibility, not merely o: limiting 

the growth of arms, but of eliminating, for the first time, an 

entire class of nuclear weapons from the face cf the Earth. 
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I understand the fear of war and the pain of division that 

afflict this continent. As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting 

in Iceland to review the progress of our proposals for the 
. ........ ;_•~-

complete elimination of intermediate-range nuclear forces that I 

mentioned. At the talks in Geneva, we have proposed deep cuts in 

strategic forces. And the Western Allies have likewise made 

far-reaching proposals to reduce the danger of conventional war, 

and to place a total ban on chemical weapons. 

While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to deter Soviet aggression at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, the United States is pursuing a Strategic Defense 

Initiative -- research that will base deterrence not on the 

threat of offensive retaliation, but on · strategic defenses that 

truly defend; on defenses, in short, that will protect lives not 

by targeting populations but by shielding them. 

Yes, our defenses are crucial -- but only the means to 

something far greater: the life of freedom. Perhaps when 

President Kennedy spoke at the Rudolph Wilde Platz those 24 years 

ago, it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin that was under 

siege. No longer. Despite all the pressures upon this city, 

Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And today freedom itself is 

transforming the globe. 

In the Philippines; in Argentina, Brazil, and across ~atin 

America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of 

economic growth -- even the People's Republic o: China has 
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granted certain economic freedoms. In the industrialized 

nations, a technological revolution is taking place -- a 

revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and 

. . . .,-•.:-·~ 
telecommunications. 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

In this respect, today represents a moment of hope. We in 

the West stand ready to cooperate with the East to promote true 

openness -- to break down the barriers that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

Free people of Berlin, I urge you to reach out to the East. 

Reac~ out, setting an example of goodwill. Reach out, 

demonstrating to your neighbors the powerful example of freedom. 

Mayor Diepgen, today as in the past, the United States 

stands for the strict observance and full implementation of all 

parts of the Four-Power Agreement of 1971. Yet today, on this, 

the 750th anniversary of the founding of this city, we look not 

only to the city's defense, ·but to _building for Berlin a still 

fuller, richer life for the future. Let us strive for more 

complete implementation of the Four-Power Agreement -- especially 

of the provisions that call for ties between the Federal Republic 

and the Western sectors of . Berlin. Within Berlin itself, let us 

work to bring the two parts of the city closer together, so that 
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ill the , inhabitants of all Berlin can enjoy the benefits that 

should come with life in one of the great cities of the world. 

With our French and British partners, the United States is 
. . --• . ..:-"'~ 

prepared to sponsor international meetings in Berlin. It would 

be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of world 

conferences on human rights and arms control -- areas that call 

for cooperation between East and West. There is no better way to 

establish hope for the future than to enlighten young minds, and 

American authorities in Berlin would be honored to sponsor summer 

youth exchanges, cultural events, and other programs for young 

Berliners from the East. Our French and British friends 

indicated that they are prepared to do the same; it is my hope 

that authority could be found in East Berlin to sponsor visits 

from young people here in the Western sectors. 

To open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and West, 

the United States seeks to greatly expand the vital air corridors 

to this city, to find ways of making commercial air service to 

Berlin through the established corridors safer, more comfortable, 

and more economical. We see Berlir. as one of the chief aviation 

hubs in all Central Europe. 

One final proposal -- one close to my heart. Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- South Korea -- has 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in the North. International sports competitions of al: 

kinds could take place in -both parts of this city. And what 

better way to show goodwill toward the East -- what better wa y to 

• 
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demonstrate to the world the openness of this city -- than in 

some future year to hold the Olympic Games here in Berlin, East 

and West? 
. ~ ........ :.-· ~ 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenges implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

What persuades you to stay when you could so easily travel 

to the West? 

I spoke earlier of "Berliner schnauze," and of course there 

is a great deal to be said for your fortitude, =or your defiant 

courage. 

But I believe that there is _something deeper. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. Not 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 

completely disabused of illusions. Something instead that sees 

the difficulties of life in Berlin but chooses to accept them. 

That stubbornly refuses to abandon this good and proud city to a · 

surrounding presence that is merely brutish. Something that 

speaks with a powerful voice of affirmation -- that says yes to 

this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. In a word, I would 

submit that what keeps you in Berlin is love -- love both 

profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 
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backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 
. ........ ;-•~ 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 

to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and · soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" (the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a young Berliner 

words that ~nswer the German question. "This wall will fall. 

Beliefs become reality." 
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Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Die Mauer kann Freiheit nicht zuruckhalten. [The wall 
. ~ ·-•.;.-•~ 

cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 
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Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 

gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

1-t~ ~ visited Berlin, speaking to the people of this city and the world 

~~:,.~ r/Prhh£Jt~tt'Ut1Je F:atpJ Since then, two other Presic!ents 

have come, each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I mysel: make my 

second visit to your =~ty. 

We come to Berli~, we American Presidents, because it is our 
• 

~uty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by othc= things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, 2ore than 500 years . older than our own 
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of the Grunewald and ~i e Tiergarten. Most of all, by you r 
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gathering t o~ ay i s be i ng broadcast throughou t We s tern 
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Moscow. 



-
'page 2 

To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 

cannot be with. you·; -I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

~~-~\. fellow @:._i~f!rri;''fn the West in this firm, this unalterable 
1cih--,.aS"l' ------- Es J/jf"r.lA.,. e..;,, &Ylitt. 
::: -::::::. belief: (In German:] There is onl~ Berlin. 

Behind me stands a wallAthat entire conti ne nt o f 

From the Baltic south it cuts across Germany in o ne 

continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard towers, dog r uns, 

ltt ~--.L 'IAcu 
a_nci gun emplacements. @n border fez 1!!Ali5 11cc t~ there may be no . 
visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed guards and 

checkpoints all the same -- still a restrict i on on the right to 

travel, still an instrument to impose upon ord i nary men a nd wome n 

the wi l l of a t o ta l itarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

c l early; here, cutting across your city , where the newsphoto and 

the t elevision scree n have impr i nted t h is t r ~~al divi s ic~ o : a 

c ont inent upon the mind of the world. Stand :~; befo re the 

Brande nburg G~te, any man is a German, sepa ra ~ed f r om his ~ellcw 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to lco k ~; o n a sca r . 

President von Weizsaecker ha s said: The ~er~an suest: c ~ is· 

open as long as t he Brandenburg Gate is c lc s e i. Today: sa ~ : As 

l ong as this gate is closed, as long as th:s s c ar o f a wol: ~s 

permitted to stand, i t is not the German q ue s ~: on a l o ne ~~a ~ 

remains open, but the question of freedom f e r a l l mank ind . 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this s~aso_;~f spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

One building in five destroyed. ~ treets choked with rubble. 

Tens of thousands lying deadJ Thousands of miles 

people of the United States reached out to help. 

• 

away, the 

In announci ng 

the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State George Marshall stated 

precisely 40 years ago this week: "Our policy is directed not 

~g!inst any country or doctiine, but against hunger, poverty, 

desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generat i on 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the West e rn 

sectors of the city . The sign read simply : 11 The Marshal l ? :. a r. 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"[T ] he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

from ruir. to become an eco r.c~ i c 

rebirth. 

I n West Germany and here in Berlin, there took place an 

economic miiacle, the "Wirtschaftswunder." Adenauer, Er hard , 

Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importa r.c ~ of 

liberty -- that j~st as truth can :lourish o~ly when the 

. ' 
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journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 

about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 
.. - -· ....... 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in west Germany and@.es tJ Berlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

west Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreading lawns of parkland. Where a city's 

cuiture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

uplversities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 
• 
museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance£- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'damm; even 

home computers J -
From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners ha ve i n 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

,,,,,-,.----.r_reatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. {!ut, 

~ my f riends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count on : 

rre~ ,\ 
~yWJ 

Ber l iner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- und mit herz. 

[ ttBerliner schnauze'' is a well-known phrase meaning courage ~i xed 

with good humor, "chutzpah." "Und mit herz" means "and wi t h 

heart. "JJ _ 
In the 1960' s, Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury ::·ou ." 

But in the West today, we see a free world that has achie ve~ a 

level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all hu~a n 
lm•vtt,..,r '-M'<JI f'tlltf"'-ttlll. 

history. In the~, we see raiI-M,~ Technological 

backwardness. Declining standards of health. Even want of t~ e 
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most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still 

cannot feed itself. East Germany has made strides, but at 

harvest time the news announcers still speak, to use the 
. . _ . .,... ... 

well-known phrase, of "the battle to bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity.~reedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

Freiheit -- Freiheit ist der Sieger. [Freedom is the 

victor. ] ,.,.,.,~.A• 
·1-e 11-~·· ..._ . .,.- . Now the Soviets themselves may at last be coming to 

.J" t,.J,t understand the importance of freedom. We hear rnuch from Moscow 

1..,tJ\l<'tc,-~ about a new policy of openness and reform_,-€ t?e ttse eha P1Jss.i-a11 
.. ,,,JJ. er,;:;r~ tetlll, "g~stJ' Some political prisoners have been released. 

~~ (~ Certain foreig!'l news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Sor.:e 
~ ,..t.s+<' . "") . 

l
's{"<~4-v"·, economic enterprises have been permitted ~o operate with gre a ter ~-

freedom f rom state control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 
Nt1H(°Wl~ 
~illl'f "°t" s t ate? Or are they token gestures, intended o :al s e 
~~" tr-to~J~"~~-.,~ '~"l"'J ,·f-? ~ ~ cr.c.. .. k 
'1ikl"'- • hopes in tfie Westj We ~~.-._.~'ffl!~~~~han an openne ss. ~ 

~,.£1'1"3"'! w~e ~/::~,b,.i,Jy,.,u,, ,f@J~~f:C ~i.f-: ft"~•:;',~.~ 
cu~~~\i~, ~"'fr 61 ~~. ~·+-
~~cr-;~1¥J azm • -/fr~ 
,,e.,, t There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be . ~~ ~

1 

~•,'fv.~ unmi stakable, that would ~~~=~.~~:ffit=a::f-:f 
ar':'~~e:~ '=tit~lc±unsf; Lhe cause of~~ace and f re edor.-.. 

• A ~~ 
[General S~cretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, comr-;.._fo 

If you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and ~a s ter~ 
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),ct 
Europe, come4111to 

seek "glasnost" 

Come here, 

Berlin. If you seek liberalization - - if you 
w-~ 

-- comeAto Berlin. 
_,.,_.,_. ~ J.,s, ~ro.u. lvd ~ ft.. YH~, 

to this gate_, A r 
"1'\'I 4--1 i~ · Herr Gorbachev~- machen 

gate.] J 
Sie dieses Tor auf. (Mr. Gorbachev, 

G-'(ft,A~ /. . open this 
,w..wt 

,\\~---;> Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. 

While we watch and wait, we in the West must resist Soviet 

expansion. So we must maintain defenses of unassailab l e 

strength. Yet it is our nature as free peoples to make mani f est 

our goodwill. So we must strive to reduce arms on both sides. 

Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western jr-et- ".s-r.l~. 
~~ """..,e.. . . 
Nu;(~ JNt Alliance with a g_rave new 
dJ.'<i:f.y 
~s "~ 

threat: the deployment of hundreds of.1'1 

nuclear missiles~ capable of stri king every capital i n Europe. 

The Western Alliance responded by committing itself to a 

counter-deployment -- unless the Soviets agreed to negoti ate a 
~~ly ff tL--.,kA~ ~ WCA,111,1 I\'\ -~6~ Ji't/~~. ~~- .. 

better solution~ 1For many months, the Soviets refused t o ~~i •• 

'2&Y~ I l' ()&1 eeel-O As the Alliance& t~•1J prepared to go forward with 

i ts counter-deployment, there were difficult da ys -- da ys o: 

protests like~t~ose d~ring my 1982 visit to this ci t y.~ f-.~ 
w,//:£1 4wa'f ~ +t- -twWe, 

But through it all, the Al l iance held fi r~ . And I invite 

those who protested then I invite those who protes t today - -

to mark this fact: 
1,1ck, 

Because we remained strong, t he Soviet s car..el\ 

to the table. Because we remained strong, today we are engaged 

in talks that hold out the possibility, not merely o: limiting 

the growth of arms, but of eliminating, for t he f i rst time , an 

entire class of nuclear weapons from the face c f the Earth. 
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I understand the fear of war and the pain of division that 

afflict this continent. As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting 

in Iceland to review the progress of our proposals for the 
,. __ ,....._ 

complete elimination ·of intermediate-range nuclear forces that I 

mentioned: At the talks in Geneva, we have proposed deep cuts in 
(JS tr.re " • 

strategic forcesA And the Western Allies have-!i.keu,ia, made 

far-reaching proposals to reduce the danger of conventional war, 

and to place a total-ban on chemical weapons. 

While we pursue these arm&+treductions, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to deter Soviet aggression at any 

• lEvel at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, the United States is pursuing a Strategic Defense 
"" r. ... , • ...,.., +, 

Initiative -- researchA · base deterrence not on the 

threat of offensive retaliation, but on f-eate!'ii~defenses t hat 
svr1-e~,, hvW\U" 

truly defend; on~efencec') in short, that will protect li ves~ 

'";~"* ~ ~ " ~ targeting ~~~l,tiono 8illi9 a~ shielding tbeaS) 

A Yes, our~~!\ .:rucial -- but only the means to 

something far greater: the life of freedom. 

President Kennedy'.tfFt,~c.;._ @hie Rtteiel~A h'il..i-i 

:i:~ 
(g_arl::t.Fi Hbe~ 

PJs-1;1 these ,, ,; ~,ear~ 

w-c0➔ ! 094 it was freedom that was encircled, Ber l in that was u~ie r 

Qt.t\.J ':J:: siege. No longer. t~, ¥\~ 

wilt r .. 
Despite all the pressures upon this c :. -: ~· , 

Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And today freedom .:. :.3e .:.: i s 
\Jf .O• 
~~.,- tl'S transforming the globe. 
~~rl 
S~ ,,JJi In the Ph ilil:' p i nes; 

s~«'1' America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout t ~e 
Jr v.J.>-v 
~,~:) 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle o: 

economic growth(i)'f;....ee~c~e~11~t~~~.e!"""':IP~e~u~p~l~E~§-,:P.~.e~p~ant~!~.~1 cc-90~~ ..... ~A~i~ .. ~ar-+lftta:;b~ 
~ 

pyu. u.r ~~rJl 
rf...C.Lt.4.f/..,, U\,\_ Yu, 
fOOtf .. ,It •n-tll, . 



@J:aP.~e• eertain ecbhbittlc ••aalie••> In the industrialized 

nations, a technological revolution is taking place -- a 

revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and 
• .. - · .... ~...,. i k. ~ ~-~tt,71- WfYLI, ~ "-er.v-tc A'U/ ~ n 

telecommunications. i,o,k~e)' ti ce~I .st,+.- c,,,.lv,/ iS ~,tt,J'-.1 11 ~ 
v~rl-,.,•-'· 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 
,ls.II 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 
A 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

In this respect, today represents a moment of hope. We in 

tpe West stand ready to cooperate with the East to promote true 

openness -- to break down the barriers that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

Free people of Berlin,€ \i5g'i yap ta rsaaah eut tg the ioiM. 

&11111-.iple ef goodwill. !keen fMlt, 

nejgbbors tbe poPasiwl ilH ■mp .l?c cf .:r CCei8Rt • 

..Way1w1t liii.sap!lilftc) today as in the past, the United States 

stands for the strict observance and full implementation of al: 
, Ll.1-= uf ~1-«- -lrs 

parts of the Four-Power Agreement of 1971. Y-e• t1wca!.', sal'l e~i .. , 

~c u.J,'flt, - h w.tl~ '"' 
:he 750th anniversary of the founding of this city, @fb lsai,'1 f!.i,,e 
e':t1~~ ,\:-4.'teJ •• _acfcnse, 15a~ •• issi.l?eliHg tot serlii,a 5tiL: .. 

fuller, richer life for the future. Let us strive~@ 

~ffl~ :::t.J:r ~ sa;';;i •-;t;:.-;:. -~ a·e U !If i'e AL I Ag£ S @ill@ I. C c 9'l' cc ie :":) 

J:r tbs · ,rsHis:jons •••• 11~ j~ t).es betweert the Federal Rt ub:ic 
EL ' JI- "-1, ~ C~. ~ ,.. 6-,v' ia V : 

and the Western sectors of Berlin. @,ithineezf-.tn itself!& t us 

.... 
1 Aa:tJc"4i.-taty c1oser together, ~~ tn· at work to bring the two parts of~ _ ~v 

It 

io., 
l cj :r ' .. ~ , .. ,., ... 
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all the inhabitants ·of ill Berlin can enjoy the benefits that 

should come with life in one of the great cities of the world. 

With our Fiench and British partners, the United States is 
• - · - · .,4 .-

prepared to sponsor international meetings in Berlin. It would 
-,, LJ .d.-...1. £A • • I 

'7 .:& er , n,, PRJ nc •n-.,>.. , '1-
be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of~world ' 

conferences on human rights @fti arms contro1,C'. :: -,~ 

· e:!:!.:!:: =!• '£i£':~:tat1' Y(There is no better way to 

establish hope for the future than to enlighten young minds, and 

i.~ iCill'l !Ul l::hcz i ties iR i iSli,a would be hon~red to sponsor summer 

youth exchanges, cultural events, and other programs for young 

~erliners from the East. Our French and British friends_, r•rk 
· C&'4't ,_ "'1411 1.--. · 

- indicat~ l!itat thcJ •-S prepared _to do the same~ l"t is my hope 
~ . s. r,-...·•t- ~ 

t:.:"'author,ty coui;,:: found in East Berlin to sponsor_.visits"" 

young people &sere itb the Western sectors. 

To open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and ~est, 
l-t.A- us a~ass 

€;:he t:ha ted ! ta ces Seeks to !£ ee•J.B expand the vital air C,u·5,i; lier ■ 

. ~.t"r to this city: find ways of making commercial air service to " . 
Berlin through the established corridors safer, more comfor table, 

J1,.Jli~ and more economical. W~ tr f't7. ~;,W, £-,;;;,~ tl on 

l\~.+--.,~11" hubs in all Central Europe. --- .,.." 
One final proposal -- one close to my heart. Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblerne~t, and you ~a y 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- South Korea -- has 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to ta ~e 

place in the North. International sports competitions of a l : 

kinds could take place in both parts of this city. And w~at 

better way to show goodwill ~•a5ri ehc !as'!) -- what better wa y to 

.. 
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demonstrate 

some future 

and west? 

to the world the openness of this city -- than in 

,r~ +. ~ofi '" year to M~~~~Olympic Games here 

<;-1-r,,~.,.._,.,H,-,,...,..~ .,...-M'etlWZI~~~,,..,,.~~ 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenges implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

· What persuades you to stay when you could so easily trsYel 
ro.~ o1,..,.. «.ht"' - -, . .. 

to ~he- -We-st-? 
, " 

~spoke earlier of "Berliner schnauze," and of course there 

is a great deal to be said for you!)~rtitude, f:! your defiant 

courage) tr-L u,+,,, .. t1 ~-ll1+*.ft- ,r,.f~r. ~, Eut I believe that there is something deeper. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. Not 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 

completely disabused of illusions. Something instead that sees 
rv\'"MOv..+

the difficulties of life in Berlin but chooses to ~eaap~ them. 

That stubbornly :r;ia~l& ~ at-!tl9't!tls ~f..i ·:ta r:'f:.~-~ ee a 
s'itrzoand*n! ptcseac@ that t ■ msre 1 1s bsatiS~ Something that 

speaks with a powerful voice of affirmation -- that says yes to 

this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. In a word, I would 

s ubmit that what keeps you in Berlin is love -- love both 

profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

:undamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 
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backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 
. . - -· ~---

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 

to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in'East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure .had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

(,i..,, ~ authorities have been working to correct what ___ :~.:~-~~ew __ ~s ___ :h: 

U.'1'4- _..I\ tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 
f\tlc-t,J• •J 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the su~ 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers ~ver all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag 

err~odiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

that 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a young Berliner 

words that answer the German question. "This wall will fall. 

Beliefs become reality." 
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Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Die Mauer kann Freiheit nicht zuruckhalten. [The wall -~-
cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 
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pP~S!OENT REAGAN'S BERLLN SPEECH 
GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS AND 
COMMENTS ON DRAFT -- 5/27 1:30 p.m. 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

-- t ne President ~111 speaK in Berlin at a t1m~ of 
change and un~ertain~y in Germany and Europe. Gorbachev's 
new loo~ nas 1ntr1qued ~any in Germany. There is hope that 
he is a sov~et leader ~it~ wnom one fically can deal. He 
~t 1 l ii~s t ~@ ~tet~r~c Jt ?eace and compromise, 

;::,.:.GE .J: 

The de~~r~ tcr stao1l1ty is so strong in Germany 
that many are o~er\0oking tne continued totalitarianism of 
t ne So~iet stace. Germans ara impatient for movement. They 
ho9e G◊rbachev C3~ ~ak~ lt pUQ~lble. 

- - This does not mean a weakening or the ties to the 
United States or that t here is 1ess dedication to 
democcacy. 

-- W~at it does mean 1s that the Germans wan~ rrom 
America a sign that we understand their desire for movement 
~hile a t the aame t1rn~ maintaining the firm basis of defense 
necessary for the continued freedom of their country. 

The _r ,2s uit _ i~ a. co:1t;aa1.ctory approacn w_riich is often 
:i -~2.. .S.? t'.r:: c d:. : •- _. ? ·A ex :\mpl e: 

--A ccnstde~anle segment ot Kohl's Christian 
Jemocratic Pa rty opposeg tne iero-zero option. 

-- At the same time, the secretary General of this 
?arty calls on Germans to •take Grobachev at his word,• and 
:J make detent~ the main goal of German foreign policy. 

German officials expect the President's ~er!in speech 
co be a major policy statement on East-west relations. lt 
~~ 11 ~ome two weeks after Gorbachev's appearance at the East 
Berlin party summ1t. To ~successful, ~1!,.is s2eecn shou)d do 
the following: 

-- Make~ f1r~ ~ta~~ment of American principles, our 
dedication to fre~dom in Europe and of the strength of open 
soc1er:1es. 

-- Give pro~! of our und~rstanding of cne special German 
needs in Europe anct the world. 

- - Pr~sP-nt ~ con r. rete stratagy for dealing with the 
Goroachev phenomenon. 
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In other words, we strongly need an American vision for 
t he future of Germany and Europe which is more compelling 
that the hopes no~ being raised by Gorbachav. 

--To rrovide this Vision, che President should deliver 
a seriou~, ro1 1~y ori~nc~d sp~ech. 

--r~a s~ee~~ sh~~:c retlect per3onal commit~ent and 
e~otion. rt should oe delivered in very human terms. 

At ct~ ~a~e t irn~, it must include a serious 
discussion of the ho~e3 and fears of Germans. It should 
pr esent a cacaf~l ~ij~~ZSlOn of i ssues and proposals for the 
f 1ture. 

r~ a word, it ~houlo be a major effort to provide 
Ro :1al,j RP-ag;:.n' s vi :·n o n for e:urope and America in the 21st 
century. 

The draft suon itt ed by us Mission Berlin tried to 
~rovide s ~•;h -'l vi3i 0:1 , 

- - !t f,., t"" 11 ~ e d on t n ~- con t r o v e r s 1 es of the past f iv e 
years and drew dir~ctly on the President's 1982 visit to 
Bonn -ind Berlin. 

It contr~sted the situation then with the progress 
ac!\ieved today. 

t~ ref~rred ~pecitically co the President's last 
S?~ec~ in 3erlt", hls ·eerlin Initiative for Peace.• It 
~@cailerl ch e challen½es issued to Mr. Breshnev and drew a 
b :11 ance 3'!e ·.:: '" . . 

Included in this draft were references to specific 
German and European concerns. It also provided evidence 
that tne President sympathized wieh the specific plight of 
Germany. This latter point will oe especially important 
now, when many Germans are worried that we might sacrifice 
chair interests for an arms control agreement with the USSR. 

Tn~ us Mission dc&ft did not hesitate to critize the 
Soviets or to proclaim the superiority of freedom over 
comm,1nism. It did, however, follow the strong request of 
Mayor Dl epg ~n and Chancellor Kohl that there be no harsh 
polemics aqains~ tne Soviet Union. 

This la ~tHr polnt is perhaps the most important to 
keep in mind when drafting the speech. The Germans do not 
ooject to cci~icism Jf the East. However, a large number of 
Germans believe that progress will be possible only if we 
hold b~ck ~n J~~cct :onjcrn~ation during this period of 
change. The balance is a delicate one, but it can be 
struck. 
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~H!fE HOU$~ URAFT 

The White House ctraft only partially meets these needs. 
!t includes several inspirational passages which will give 
3er !.i ners a E~~ li n';) Qf so.i.1.da r ity. It also toucnes on 
se 1e ra1 of tn e pol i t i ca l poi~ts men tioned above. However, 
: :. 1:a1l. s i:- 1.:, .1':~•~ t s .:> ::-:e of tn e aoove -:;riteria in the following 
\Jays: 

- - To~e : ~n e t J . , ~ : ~ ~~~t c ! a sp cecn ~nicn could have been 
·,; : 1. : -: e :-, -:. ·-' ~ r- : i '! '<f> i": ~ ~ . '. ,; .' • .:. t -: or. c e n t r a t. 9 s on t h e f a i l u r e s 
o f the oc:i;;r side rat r. ~r t:-ian our own hopes for the future. 
As sucn it pt e~ ~ncs a neqat1 J e mes 3age which could toucn on 
tn •~ apprenensior.s racn~r than tne hopes ot: ~erliners. 

rt also recites t ne hero i c accomplishments of the past 
rat her than pcov1cting a Vi3ion for the future Today's 
Berlin~r wil l cay: · we know a 11 that, wnat is he saying 
ab o u• t t 111.! f u tu r e ? • 

The us Mission drat t so~ght to stress the pos1t1ves 
f rom the we st ~rn s ~a~ dpoi n~ ~ather t han the negatives about 
tne ~ast, 1,e. L~e ctrar t ancter1ined the strength of the West 
i n provi1 i ng t ucurc pe ac~ dnd pros perity for a united 
c';u ropi?. T:1i2 f ut: :ir~ c1 .c i ent:3cion would be understood and 
~ei ~u m~ d by t~ ~ ~~r 11n~c~ . 

Howe ver, in t h el ~ c~rrent mood, many Be r liners will 
s ee t~ ~ :~ne of tne c ~r r ent Wh i t~ House draft as being 
conf ron t ~t io ~a ~ , nd det c ~~cn t ai to the progress they so 
deeply desice. 

-- s ~osta nce : A~ n~ w p~ cs cnt cct, the WhitQ House draft is 
somewhat too anecdota l . As noted above, this snould be a 
personal s ~a tement of ~onald Reagan. I t should not be a 
stan1at d ~01icy spc~ ~r.. 

At t h e same time, t o be accepted by the Germans, it 
s~auld be presented 1n a 2cylG more in tune ~itn public 
d iscussion in Europe. l ne currdnt White House dratt is more 
3u 1ted to a speecn in t h~ United States. Germans lean more 
0 ~1 siJos tan t 1 ve aiscJs ,non tnan on anecdotal examples. 
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As currently drafte~, the speech does not pay enough 
attention to these points. rn particuiar, the policy 
in i tiatives seem to be added as suosidiary points to the 
overall discuss {on rather than as major political 
pr oposa L; . 

1ne spd~ch sh o ula ~6 st r uctured more around tne major 
poli~y init iac 1ves whi ch are now under discussion. 

SPECIFIC COMM 2Nr ~ 

1~ a~d 1:1 o n to t ~e above general considerations, the 
f o l l owi ng ~p&c if ic comrncn~s m1gnt be helpful: 

-- Pa g~ !, ~ar 3 . i: Harry Tr uman visited Berlin only 
on ce -- in i9~ ~ d~: i ng n 1 3 a t tendance at the Potsdam 
~ont ~r ence . ~e d : d n0 s ~ddr ess tne Berliners and he did not 
offer them hope. He cane as a v1ctor1ous leader, nothing 
more. The ~i r st P:es1 i ent to make a truly inspirational 
visit to Berlin w~s John F. Kennedy. 

-- Pagel, para. 3: The song about the suitcas, 1n 
Berlin was wr i tt~n by Paul Lincke and has been sung •y 
dozens of ar~ i s ts. ~ar l ~ne 01etr1ch d1d not make it famous 
and is not really ident i~ ied with it. If this reference is 
to be us~d, i t wou ~d 9r?Q a o ly be better to mention the 
conpc se r, ~he is a f a~oJz na ~~ 1n Germany. 

-- ~age L, para . 1 : Tne wa11 between the two parts of 
Ge r~any does not end~: the Harz Mo~ntains. It runs the 
lang ~n ot :,~ f ejeral kepub1 i c co tne southern part of 
~avaria. ~ne f ortifte d ooccter then runs along the 
AL. .s tr ian --c.;z; i;.;:1 a ,1ct Aus tr .1.an-Hungar 1an border as well. In 
~ermany it is in fact a wa11 or a heavily fortified fence 
for its ~n t i ce ui~tance . 

-- Page 6, para. 3: here would be the best place to 
refer to the President's 1~ai v1s1t to Berlin and to the 
•se rlin Initiative fer ?eace• which he launched at that 
time. ne issued several similar challenges to the Soviets 
in 1982 -- several have now at least begun to be answered. 
~e ferring to the 198~ spe~ch demonstrates the co~tinuity of 
c ur strategy and che s uccets ot our ettorts to lower 
t ensio ns bet ~een Ease and We3t. 
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-- Page 7, para 4: The CSCE is a body of JS na~ions 
which acts on the basis of conse~sus. !he ~s cann~t pc 0 p~ ae 
something to the Soviets alone and tne US and Soviets ca nnot 
agree by themselves. More accurate would be to pcopos e thdt 
the 35 nations of the CSCE agree at their current meeting in 
Vienna to hold a follow-up meeting in the two parts of 
Berl~n. 

Page 8, para. 1: The Berlin Senat and the FRG have 
repeatedly sought UN meetings for Berlin. None has corae 
because of a Soviet veto. Thus, here the 0 r~sident s hj~i J 
again call on the soviets to agree to sue~ ~eetl~gs. 

-- Page 8, para. 2: The reference to Lne air 
initiative is incorrect and vague. Exact worjing shc~ld b~ 
determined after consultations with the allie9. As noted 
above, this section should also be given more prominence in 
the text. 

Page 10, para. 2: Not good to ask why a~rliners don't 
travel to the West. In our view, Berlin is the West. 
Suggest recasting to focus on the cour~ge of Ba~liners and 
their success in attracting new residents, not aaking "hP. 
negative question -- why do they stay there? 
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President von Weizsaecker, Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor 

Diepgen, ladies and gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, John 

Kennedy became the first American President to visit Berlin, 

speaking to the people of this city and the world at the Rudolph 

Wilde Platz. Since then, every President has come in his turn to 

Berlin. Today I myself make my second visit to your city. 

We come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunwald and Tiergarten. Most of all, by your courage and 

friendship. 

Perhaps Marlene Dietrich understood something about American 

Presidents. You see, like so many Presidents before me, I come 

here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch einen koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song.] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe and North America. I understand that it is being 

broadcast as well in the East~- that Berlin television can be 

seen as far to the southeast as Prague, as far to the northeast 

as Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, -a special word. Although I 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow citizens in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: There is only one Berlin. 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic to the Harz Mountains it cuts across 

Germany in one continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard 

towers, dog runs, and gun emplacements. In places farther south, 

there may be no visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed 

guards and checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the 

right to travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men 

and women the will of a totalitarian state. 

Yet ' it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly1 here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is the question of mankind itself that 

remains open. 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find a wasteland. Eighty 

thousand lay dead. One building in five had been destroyed and 

the streets were choked with rubble. Food was scarce. For fuel, 

Berliners were forced to cut down trees throughout the city 

these trees we see in the Tiergarten today are all new growths. 

Thousands of miles away, the free people of the United 

States reached out to help. In announcing the Marshall Plan, 

Secretary of State George Marshall stated precisely 40 years ago 

this week: "Our policy is directed not against any country or 

doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: "The Marshall Plan 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"[T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. Japan rose from ruin to become an economic 

giant. Italy, France, Belgium -- each saw political and economic 

rebirth. 

In the Federal Republic of Germany, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtshaftwunder." Adenauer, Erhard, and 
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others understood the practical importance of liberty -- that 

just as truth can flourish only when the journalist is given 

freedom of speech, so prosperity can come about only when the 

farmer and businessman enjoy economic freedom. The German 

leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free trade, lowered taxes. 

From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of living in the Federal 

Republic more than doubled. 

Here in Berlin there took place a transformation. Where 

four decades ago there was rubble, today there is the greatest 

industrial output of any city in Germany; busy office blocks; 

fine homes and apartments; proud avenues and the spreading lawns 

of parkland. Where a city's culture seemed to have been 

destroyed, today there are two universities, an opera and a 

philharmonic orchestra, countless theaters and museums. Where 

there was want, today there is abundance -- food, clothing, 

automobiles; the luxury goods of the Ku'damm Strasse; even home 

computers. 

The future holds still greater prosperity as we strive to 

implement more fully the provisions of the Quadripartite 

Agreement -- especially those that call for ties between the 

Federal Republic and the Western sectors of Berlin -- and as we 

negotiate new air corridor agreements that will open Berlin to 

all Europe. 

A "wirtshaftwunder" in the Federal Republic? Yes, and here 

in Berlin, a "wirtstadtwunder" [city-wide economic miracle]. 

From the rubble -- from the utter ruin you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 
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greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But, 

my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count on: 

Berliner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- und mit herz. 

["Berliner schnauze" is a well-known phrase meaning courage mixed 

with good humor, "chutzpah." "Und mit herz" means "and with 

heart."] 

Soon after the War, Khruschev predicted: "We will bury 

you." Then, some feared him right -- feared that despite its 

moral bankruptcy, the totalitarian system would prove more 

prosperous and efficient than our own. Today there can be no 

such doubts. 

In the West, we see a free world that has achieved a level · 

of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human history. 

In the East, we see failure. Technological backwardness. 

Declining standards of health. Even want of the most basic 

kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still cannot feed 

itself. In East Germany, at harvest time, the news announcers 

still speak, to use the well-known phrase, of "the battle to 

bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

Freiheit ist der Sieger. [Freedom is the victor.] 

The Soviets themselves may be corning to understand the 

importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow about a new 

policy of openness and liberalization -- to use the Russian term, 
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"glasnost." Some political prisoners have been released. B.B.C. 

broadcasts are no longer jammed. Certain small enterprises have 

been permitted to operate with greater freedom from state 

control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended only to raise false 

hopes in the West? It is impossible to tell. 

But there is one sign the Soviets can make that would be 

unmistakable. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, come to 

Berlin. If you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern 

Europe, come to Berlin. If you seek liberalization -- if you 

seek "glasnost" come to Berlin. 

Come hire, to this gate. 

Herr Gorbachev, reissen Sie diese Mauer neider. 

[Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall.] 

While we watch and wait, we in the West must force the 

Soviets to deal with their internal problems, not attempt to flee 

them by expanding still more. For make no mistake: The Soviet 

Union today repres~nts the only remaining expansionist power on 

Earth. So we must maintain defenses of unassailable strength. 

And yet it is our nature as free peoples to make manifest our 

goodwill. So we must strive to reduce arms on both sides. 

Only 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Alliance with a grave new threat: the deployment of hundreds of 

nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

As the Alliance weighed its response, there were difficult 
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days -- days of protests like those that took place during my 

1982 visit to this city. 

But the Alliance held firm, moving to counter the Soviet 

threat. And I invite those who protested then -- I invite those 

who protest today -- to mark this fact: Because we remained 

strong, the Soviets came to the table. Because we remained 

strong, today we are engaged in talks that promise not arms 

limitations, but verifiable arms reductions. 

The resolve to defend ourselves, the determination to reduce 

the nuclear threat -- our Strategic Defense Initiative makes both 

clear. In East and West alike, today nuclear strategy is based 

upon the threat of massive retaliation. The Strategic Defense 

Initiative holds out the hope of a fundamental change -- the hope 

that we might soon be able to destroy nuclear missiles aimed at 

Europe or North America before they strike their targets. As I 

have stated before, when we develop this technology, we will make 

it available to the Soviet Union -- the shield-bearer offering a 

shield to its opponent. 

The Soviets themselves have been at work on strategic 

defenses for more than a decade. For our part, we have at our 

disposal the technological resources of the West. Let us use 

them. Let us make possible for both sides a defense based not 

upon the ability to wreak vast ruin upon the world's populations, 

but upon the ability to save human life. Let us labor together 

to build simply this: A defense that truly defends. 

Yes, our defenses are crucial -- but only the means to 

something far greater: the life of freedom. Perhaps when 
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President Kennedy spoke at the Rudolph Wilde Platz those 24 years 

ago, it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin that was under 

siege. No longer. Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And 

freedom itself is transforming the globe. 

In the Philippines~ in Argentina, Brazil, and across Latin 

America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of 

economic growth -- even the Peoples' Republic of China has 

granted important new freedoms. In the industrialized nations, a 

technological revolution is taking place -- a revolution marked 

by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and telecommunications. 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

Free people of Berlin, I urge you to reach out to the East. 

Reach out, setting an example of goodwill. Reach out, 

demonstrating to your neighbors the powerful example of freedom. 

Governing Mayor Diepgen, with your approval, I will propose 

to the Soviets that, at the conclusion of the Vienna Conference 

on Security and Cooperation in Europe, we hold a second meeting 

here in Berlin, alternating between the two parts of the city. I 

am also willing -- I am also eager -- to schedule arms control 

negotiations in the two sectors of this city. Perhaps the Berlin 

Senat could invite the United Nations to hold conferences here in 

Berlin. 
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And one final suggestion. Sport represents a source of 

enjoyment and ennoblement, and I note that the Republic of 

Korea -- South Korea -- has offered to permit certain events of 

the 1988 Olympics to take place in the North. What better way to 

show goodwill toward the East -- what better way to demonstrate 

to the world the rebirth of this city -- than to hold the 1992 

Olympics in Berlin, East and West? 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenge implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

What persuades you to stay when you could so easily travel 

to the West? 

I spoke earlier of "Berliner schnauze," and of course there 

is a great deal to be said for your fortitude, for your defiant 

courage. 

But I believe that there is something deeper. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. Not 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 

completely disabused of illusions. Something instead, something 

that sees the difficulties of life in Berlin but chooses to 

accept them. That stubbornly refuses to abandon this good and 

proud city to a surrounding presence that is merely brutish. 

Something that speaks with a voice of powerful affirmation -

that says yes to this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. 
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In a word, I would submit that what keeps you in Berlin is 

love -- love both profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 

backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 

to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

• I I 
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As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a young Berliner 

words that answer the German question. "This wall will fall. 

Beliefs become reality." 

Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth . 

Die Mauer wird den Vormarsch der Freiheit nicht aufhalten 

konnen. [The wall cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 




