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A 14 Seattle Post-Intelligencer. Fridav July 17, 1981 

_.,_-Jntcll\ 
THE VOICE OF THE NORTHWEST SINCE 1863 · 

Internment: -
. . . . . . - . . . 

, N<5 iriinor matter 
The old war wound still hurts. It has been al.most 40 

years since President Franklin D. Roosevelt ordered the 
·~ internment of -120,000 Japanese-Americans, most of 
\ whom lived on the West Coast. The excuse was national 
. security - World War II had begun with Japan's attack 
·. on Pearl Harbor .only two months before - but the 

reasons were war hysteria, blind racism and inexcusable 
. indifference to the constitutional rights of our neighbors 
and ·fell ow Americans. . 

In the Seattle · area, thousands of Japanese were 
· herded into the Puyallup fairgrounds and then shipped 

to camps in Idaho. Many lost their homes, businesses and 
·' property they bad worked for years to obtain. Their 

family · and personal lives were disrupted and, for some, 
shattered. · · · ' . · 
· · This week a federal commission, set up under the · 

-~ Carter administration to gather evidence and decide if 
· reparations should be paid to Japanese who suffered_ in 

relocation camps, held its first hearing. The testimony 
· epened the wound but may also serve to cleanse it. 
· Senators Daniel Inouye and Spark Matsunaga of Hawaii . 

:: (Japanese were not interned in Hawaii) called the reloca­
,. tion centers "Am~rican style concentration camps." Fc::r-
·• mer Supreme Court Justice-.Abe Fortas, -an undersec:i."0· . 
:·: tary in the Interior D~partment from 1942 to .1946, called 
· the ·episode "a tragic error:" · 

"I cannot escape the conclusion that . racial prejudice· . 
was a basic ingredient of the internment," Fortas said. 
"Even the trauma of war does not excuse irrational anci 
. needless .assaults upon human beings and senseless viola-
. tions of our fundamental constitutional principles." 
·· But the niost illuminating comment came from James _ 

I 
I 

·_L. Rowe who was a Justice Department official in 1942 i 

and helped implement relocatiorr: Rowe said FDR ma,d~: .. .- ! 
his decision to label the Japanese as possible trai~ors and 
lock them up in camps "without much · thought." 

.. I don't think he (President Roos~velt) spent much 
, time on it . : . I think it was a minor thing with him," 
· Rowe said. . 

_After its series of hearings, including one this Septem­
. ber in Seattle, the commission, we are convinced, will 
have beard enough to tell the nation that this injustice 
was not "a minor thing." . . 

. After gathering the evidence, · commission members · 
are charged with deciding what recompense, if any, 
should be made to those who were wronged. Morley 

· certainly cannot repay the 80,000 surviving internees for 
. what they suffered nor expiate our national guilt. But 
payment would serve as a tangible symbol of apology to 
the Japanese and as a reminder to the rest of us that we 
must not forget nor repeat this "tragic error." 

I 
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:~1~ Wrong 
ls oack To 
Haunt u.·s. 

' U.S. Rep. Robert T. Matsui, D-Sac- \ 
· ramento, says he believes it is "unre- . 

alistic to expect any monetary com- · 
pensation" to be paid by the federal 
government to th~ victi~s because 
of the current anti-spending mood of 

· the Congress. ·· 
Matsui, who was incarcerated in 

. the camps until he was 5, says "more 
· creative remedies are needed, such 

as scholarship for descendants or · 
small business programs" for Japa-

~5,t,~€<:.~---,~~)f nese-Americans. . 
:: Y GRACE-MARIE ARNE:fl' "But the main thing I hope the • 

1 
r 

Copley News Service commission does ~ to get the matter j 
WASHINGTON - Norman Yoshio out in the open, discussed, and over : 
· ·eta was 11 when his family was once and for all," Matsui said. · 

uprqoted from its comfortable San He and Mineta say their parents i 
Jose home and forced to board a tried to forget "those dark days in 1 

train to Santa Anita Park near Pasa- American history'' and tried to re- · 
dena to live in a horse stable. build their lives after_ t~e ~~r.: ... . _ , 

Now a U.S. representative from I.;; 
San Jose, Mineta is one of thousands -~ 
of Japanese-Americans who are be-. ~ 
ginning to discuss their experiences: >­

being evacuated from· their homes ~ 
and incarcerated in camps for years · ; i 
during and immediately after World ' -g 
War IL . · ~ 

"The stables were not adequately 
cleaned out," · Mineta recalled in an 
interview. "We had minimal furnish­
ings, like steel army cots and mat­
tress covers which we filled with 

·straw for sleeping." 
While Mineta says he harbors "no 

rancor or bitterness," he does want 
to make sure "that nothing like this 
ever happens again." . . ·. 

About 120,000 American citizens 
suffered similar experiences when 
the U.S. government decided to con-

. d1,1ct a mass evacuation of Japanese- : 
Americans from the Pacific Coast ' z 
states and detain them in relocation ! ~ , 

camps while this country was at war -
with Japan. • · : g 

Many of those incarcerated have ~ 
since died. Most others have refused ; z 
to tatk about the experience, out, of : ~ 
embarrassment. However, the issue ; w 
is surfacing now, after 40 years, with ;= 
formal hearings on the episode 
scheduled to begin this week by a 
presidentially appointed Commission 
on Wartime Relocation and !ntern­
ment of Civilians (CWRIC). 

The $1 million study, scheduled for 
completion next year, will contain as 
much information as the nine-mem-

. ber commission can gather on what 
happened, both from some of the 
principals involved and from those 
with access to World War Il files. It 
will recommend what remedy, if 
any, the federal government should , 
offer to those who . were swept up in 
the internment. 

"It could be anything from recom- ) 
mending the Congress vote a certain . 
sum of money to each individual, to ·a 
public apology by the U.S. Congress 
on behalf of the government, to es­
tablishing a trust fund to aid Japa- I 
nese-American senior citizens and I 
students," Mineta said. . 



. Why is the ~ue surfa~~g r-o~~- 18, 1944, .the Su~ '. Banriai owns the Bann~i 
;?J:!.._ter 40 years? There are preme Court ruled in Kore- Realty & Insurance Co. m 
_ two dominant explanations . . matsu vs. U.S. that one Gardena, now managed ~y 

First, Mineta said, there group of citizens may be his son Don. One daughte~ is 
is a great curiosity among singled out and expelled · a lawyer in private practice _ 
the children and grandchil- . from their homes and im- in Oakland, and anot~er 
dren of thos_e in<;arc~rated prisoned for several years daughter has_ a la_w prachc_e 
about that tune m history. i without trial -based solely in Seattle. His .wife, Dr. HI­
They see the scars of those · on their anr.~;try, according deko Bannai, bolds a Ph.D. 
years on the lives of their to a CWRIC document. in education. 
parents, but can't get their , Americans of Italian and The commission Bannai 
parents to discuss it 

I 
with ' -German descent were not · beads was established by 

th7,m. _ · . _ 1 incarcer~ted, even though congressional legislation 
, It has been ,,~alled ~ , the Umted Stat_es w~s signed into law_ July 31, 
r~pe ,.syndrome, . Matsw : equally at w~r with their . 1981; by former President 
~1d. I! happened, but to, __ mother countries. · ; Jimmy Carter. · It w~s 
d1SCuss 1t brings up shame. 1 ·- In 1976 then-President formed after several l_eg1s­
It brings up the feelings of · j Gerald Ford rescinded Roo- ' la tors, including Rep. Mike 
40 y~rs ago that ~apanese- i sevelt's executiv~ or~er · :-- ' Lowry, D-Wash., sponsored. 
Amencans were disloyal to , but the court ruling 1S still bills to provide direct 
their country.''. •. . .. . . _valid. L __ ·,, monetary compensation to 

In a 1968 edition of PreJ- First- and second-genera- the victims. · 
udice, War and the Constitu- , tiori Japanese-Americans At fi ta $25 000 payment 
tion," three authors - con.:: ·, were afiected by the Roose- , irsgested ' but the fig-
~lu~e that d~p-seated pre- i velt order . . Many . were r: :~s scaled down to 
Jndic~ aga10St. Japan~e- G"· · ,,. : ____ ~ fr~ $l5,ooo. Neither pr~posal . 
Americans stirred the p.ven only a few days to ch support since the 
emotions . that ~ven!ually lis~ of all of their be- . ~ ~~e· tag to the federal . 

_ led ~ their wartime mcar- fongmgs_ and pro~rty be- _ 1 Tre!u was expected to 
cerat10n. The three, Jacobus · for~ bemg loaded aboard . \ be eveial billion dollars. . . 
tenBroek, Edward N. Barn-1trams for race tracks and . -- . . · s _ . _:".-_ • 

, hai:d _and Floyd W. Matson, , f~irgrounds where . they ~'. '--As--a co~~~ :~n~ :f 
wi;ite. . . _ _ · ,' wer~ kept, often for µ1onths, • gress authorized $1 million : 

!11ere w~ a_ widely beld
1

• ul)tll p_ermanent camps for the study comrriission to · ' 
belief ~bat coolie labor ~as

1
. w1;;e bmll . . · determine the true injury to· 

th~artmg the wor~ of thj : We were told to brmg :the Japanese-American cit­
umons and lowering · th1 ,only wba_t we could carry, izens and decide what rem-
American standard of li~_g

1
iw~ch oft~n was j_ust _a few edy is in order. - · 

... and the Japanese _ cib- :swtcases, B~nna1 _said. H_e _. . After the hearings in ,.. 
~ens here we~e char~cter- rem_el!1be1:S his entire f~- Washington on Tuesday and 
1zed by _sneakiness, disho~- -ly livmg 10 ?De room 1D a Thursday; the commission 

,,. ~ty, . t:t~ke!!' and upfarr barracks with a c~ntral -_. -will convene in Los Angeles, 
coffi:petlt!on. . , ~-:" ' f bathrooµi . and m~ hall, San Francisco, Seattle, An-

Fifty years of racial ~d ! and very little furruture. - - chorage the Aleutian Is­
economic discriminafio9 Bannai, , then 23, was re- lands Pribilof Islands and 
converged during Wot ld l~ to · harvest a sugar qµca'go. Aleutian residents · 
War II, they conclude, fo crop 10 Idaho and eventual- also were among those cov- , 
stereotype the Japanese as ly served in the Army's all 
"enemy aliens." . _ _ Japanese-American 442nd · ---·- · --- - -· -- · 

Second, there is a deter- Regimental Combat Team. ered by the evacuation 
mination today to make Ironically, for som~ne of a order in 1942. . 
sure ·it doesn't happen_ population suspected of Commission members 
again. , . _ - , disloyalty, he eventually _ are: Joan Zeldes Bernstein 

"After. the American E~-: was assigned to Military In- ·chairman, an attorney wh~ j 
bassy was seized in_· telligence school where he has served in government; . 
Tehran," Mineta . said;! learned to speak Japanese Rep. Daniel Lungren, R-
"there was a great outcry1 

- another irony - and par- Calif.; former Sen. Edward 
that we should round up all ticipated in the postwar oc~ Brooke, D-Mcl$S.; the Rev: 
the Iranians in this country cupation of Japan. Robert Drinan, a Jesuit 
and put them in some sort "Many people ask why l priest who was a Democrat-
of camps. When ~ heard Wf:?Uld fight for a country ic representative from 
that, I finally unde.rstood that threw me in a concen- Massachusetts and is now 
the emotions behind the tration carrip and denied me president of the Americans 1 

country's actions ·during my. rights as a citizen," for Democratic Action; Dr . . / · 
World War II." . -'· . - Bannai said. "Many people Arthur S. Flemming, chair- 1 

· Paul T. Banna~ a former lost their parents and chil- ... . . _ t 

evacuee, recently was dren in those camps, and I man of the U.S. Civil Rights 
named executive director most lost their property and ' Commission; 
of the CWRIC in Washing- life_ savings, so they are Also, Arthur J . Goldberg, 
ton. He was a U.S. repre- very bitter. · former associate justice of 
sentative from Gardena "But my family instilled · the U.S. Supreme Court and 
until last year. _ a belief in me when I was -· now president of the Ameri-

He and others are con- very young that America is can Jewish Committee; the 
cerned because the U.S. Su- my country, and I should Rev. I.V. Gromoff, a Rus­
preme Court upheld Presi- iry to be 100 percent Ameri- sian Orthodox priest from 
dent Franklin D. Roose- an, the best American," the Aleutian Islands who 
velt's executive order au- annai said. "After the war, was incarcerated; Judge 
thorizing the detention. 1°11Y family just picked up William M. Marutani of the 
"That ruling giving the ~he pieces and rebuilt our Court of Common Pleas of 
order constitutional justifi- _lives." Philadelphia County, Pa.; 
cation still is on the books," I an_d former Sen. Hugh B. 
lhnnai said. Mitchell of Washington. 

I 



NEARLY FOUR decades after the With these goals, no one can quarrel. 
event, it v.ould be difficult to find an·yone They are worthy objectives which we are 
who defends the wanime imprirnnment of happy to endorse. 
virtually the entire Japanese American But v.ith JACL's third goal, we have 
popul a ion. In the frantic months after the reservations. The\irganiz.ation i_s, seeking 
atlack on Pearl Harbor, the Urijted States m onetary compemation for the economic 
heraed 115,000 of _them - men'. women loss and the degradation and hunu}jation 
and children , two-thirds of whom were resulting from unjust imprisonment. . · 
nati\'e-bom citizens - into concentration Tnat there was damage_ and --indignity 
camps. (The others were aliens denied na- cannot be disputed. The Federal Reserve 
turalization by law.) Bank has estimated economic loss at more 

Th.is unprecedented action was justified than S400 million in 1942 dollars, and this 
at the time as military necessity. We know does not include career setbacks and lost 
now that it was the product of many fac- · ean,jngs. But all ArneriCjl-.Ils, particularly 
tors: Hysteria and rac~ hatred induced by those cal r--d into mil.i,tary service, were re­
the sn·eak atiack, O\ erreaction by the mili- quired to make similar sacrifices. 
tary caught asleep in Hawaii on Dec. 7, A m o re grievous injury was heartache 
the West Coast's historic hostility toward and frus tration resulting from the JosJ of 
Orientals, the d em 2gof,uery of umc.upu- 1ibaty and the s.ense of being rej ected by 
lous politicians, wd the n:;ti o n's preoccu- one's ov.n c0untry on the basis of un­
pation with crarJ :ing up the d efense ma- fou :1d ·d su~picions of disloyalty. These 

· chinery which caused it to accept without are p sychic scars; unfortunatel'y, money 
protest the arbitra.T)' suspension of the does little to heal them. 
rights of a then -unpopular minority. In fact, to put a cash value on the sacri-

The rress, too, was derelict in its tradi- fice imposed on Japanese Americans by 
tional · duty of asbng hard ' questions. their government - which , the over­
Many \\'est Coast new~papers cam- whelrning majority made . willingly -
pa.igne<l for Jockir.g up all "Japs." Those cheapens a priceless if v.Tong}y dema..'1ded 
wbch cho~ no t to -fan the hysteri a ig- contribution to national unity. 
nored the blatan_t ·,iolation of constitu- • How rationally can a price tag be 
tio jjally g:..aran ~ee,j freedoms. Even worse, placed on deprivation of Americans' most 
the Sum ,·me CDurt tvrturcd its logic to precious· rights? Some Japanese Ameri­
find n~th.ing il: c.;al abou t di scrillli..nati...,g cans would swrn a cash settlement as an 
a£ainst one seg.nent o f America on the insulting payoff. They are aware that once 
grounds of its ethnic affinity to a..'1 enemy -a debt is marked paid, the nation is likely 
nation. to shove its memory under the rug and. : 

There wa.s· no si.rigle villain; there was forget about it. _ 
enough guilt to go around. • JACL has asked for $25,000 for each 

One of the JO hastily constructed fe<ler- persbn who was imprison-ed. As ridicu­
al concentration camps was in Colora do, lou sly m'odest as this sum is, it adds 1up to 
cast of Lamar. Another was in Wyoming, some $3 billion. This is a staggering 
near Cody. The inmates, b ehind _barbed amoun t in th~e times when school bot 
wire and under a..rmed gu ard, were guilty_ lunches, food ~tamps, job training courses 
o nJy of po~~cs,j,g .:p:.n .:se ancestry. Citi- and other critical social programs are 
z.e mhip, said Lt. Gen. John L. 'De\Vitt, being slashed in the fig.ht to balance the 
who direct ed the e\·a ruation, wa.s on ly a federal budi;et and curb inflation. The 
~.-r2p of p 2;:icr. ;', o si:r.i.lar 2cti on v.·.2.s tak- . plaintiffs are whistling in the dark if they 
en a!:ai.nst Gcm ::. :i or ltali 2.n 21 ien s. exrect Con;ress to entena..in such a de-

T~ Co:c ~:.: do' ~ cr:-..:: it, t~,.::-: -Gov. R~?h man d_ The probkm here is not rejection, 
C arr v.as ,he c•,..,y Vc ., '.c;:; .:,'.'\:::-r,or v.ho but a r .'.!.dJash that v.-ill uc.;ate JACL's 
"'eico;-:; :-d the~ ;:.-:, : t;:-·: s 10 r. :: ►. e bo mes v..:.,::-·:i) efforts. 
in J,js ~\ a te a f·cr '.~ ·:i r re:c:!. e. I le c0 !Jtc:id- But, it is arfue-<l, ca~h is the American 
.:d co ,icc tly t at ,:. :'.y h:1d k:·n acc u<::-c of way to r~-.::1c~s a v.Tc ng.. v.·eu, if I.he com­
no crim e. !,b.ny -~~ :.:yed __ t . cc:. :r ~· u: ~- mi s_ i •n dct errr.in e; that sc-;:ne !-orl of ma- -
r: ar)· clt~2L:'?5. ~:: ~ c .... -. :-. ~~~L';: 5'..J1..':-- : _, : !2. !~ . ..: tc.: =--i:!.1 r:: ::~ S is CE.Ltd f0r, \:: e re~.orrc-YJe-n d 
to Cclo~:,dc,s f ~- ;:-v• "~--= fl -1 , ;i ty. :-:o t i:1ci •, ;d..2.::.l p 2.:;-mt·nt b:;; ;.;-,:-rep i'ii : i,,n 

L ::.s t .,,. cd: in \,·2 ~h.ir, ; :c :1, L~,d cr Co:.- of ~uffi ci::nt ft. nds to ~ 2.:,:i sb a fe, ur.(!a­
g,e~<ional !:1an<bte, the Cc:.-,.;;~~~ion on ii n for Ur-jven.aJ H uma!l R.i_,.:; ts. V. nat 
W2rt ime RelC'C.! ion c.::i d ln tcr..men t of v. 0-.1 d it do? 
Ci\~:i an· r-eg:m hes ri r gs. It was ft;.ned et it fust a.s ~ist r. ttdy ,ictims of 
lz.rgdy th.rou;h the efforts of the h;-ane~ V.TC:iffu) w~r.-ie i..."Dpris.:,;: ent w o have 
American Cit izens l_,e3.gue, a national civ- e:r. ,amted other wurces of ~upport. Then 
ic and pa uiotic rga..n.i.z.ation.. -The com.mis- · Jet the founC3tion be ch:uged v.ith carry­
sion is charged. with imestig.2.ting the cir- ing out JACL's first tu·o goals of defend­
c:.:rr.~! '2.17 ces t~at led to the e\'acuation, to ing L'le ri&hts of all pe0p:e _through educa­
de;ci mi ne -.:. :i :: ,her a \l.TC•ng w2..5 done a.-:i d, tion - th.rouf.h s-chool and l~ture pro­
if so, to recommend 3ppropria'te redress. grams, support of bovl.:s and films, 

JACL bas three piimary o~ject..ives in fell owships to study the root causes of 
~n:bng an invest:p.!ion at this time. It pre:udice and intol ranee, and ways to 
CC·!i te nds that tuis c:.ark c:icp:er in A."Tl::ri- elim.in3te these S<X:ial cancers. 
c.:: n ;qory is sk i_-::..'Tle<l o\·er in te:,;ts a.'1d Let thi~ fou:ication be a tirne ess monu-
1::rfcly u:.L7o,,..n, and the n:-,tio;:1 must be ment to the unfair 5-acrifice the nation de­
m-, de aware · of what can h2rpen when manded of its Jap a!lese American minori­
h~ steria prc,·ails. _ ty, and :i thr.:ir part. an additional contri-

S::~~.,nd, by dig_9ng 0u t the facts, JACL bution to the land they have sen:ed so 
w;.. nt!> to mak e su ie the n2tion v.i!l ne\er lo_:ally :!!1d well. There would be no more 
!iu ,0ec t <111y 0thcr m inority to such dis- 9.1:inf;, [::sture of remorse and redress for a 
cri..'11.i:aation.. p1;:~tly v.,ong. -
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v!:-ltti!k c,(' rt t~ Hau~t ti.s . .:, l.-~. ou. ,.;;·s~:.sj_.,··_·.·:_·.-.: __ ·_:_·.:~: ~king back on th~ decision af- 1 'flOJ r · r ' . , . . ter almost 40 years, Rowe said he · 
-, · • . · - · ·· · - - , thinks Roosevelt acted too quickly 

Wartime Hyst~fia BJ~1)le~ ~~~~:.::::y:p:: 
for Internment of Japanese -_ ~~ ~~ -~; ~e~t;tt~n~e:~~~.~: 
,L,. A T ~ _ ... ':l, •. I 5 .. 6 J ,_ · · . . . ~ , , _,; .{ , -.-<. :,: · . ,( . ~owe said. Roosev~lt ~as engaged 
ByDANIELM WEINTRAUB° Times Staff Writer · :· ,.~51. •;~•,_0.- , -- ••• :": • · · in~ war and ~e said, I~ you have 

... '. - . .. . ' . . · •:· • , , _.-: , ,,·.· · ,, c ' ,' !,- ' ;!} . generals pushing for it I'll go 
· ··\VASHINGTON-A former· Jus- Rowe sai-d.- ;,W~ v.:-;~x~d;~ pres- along.' . . . ' . ·. 

• tice Department official said Tues- · -sure from -the . Congr~s ,and-.f.rom · "I don't really think he spent 
day that a climatl: of fear ·and bys- · the-Army_ We could_ have,doni! 'a m~ch ti1:1e on ~t. t think it was a 
teria after Japan's surprise attack . · hell .of a lot better job and we didn't .. mmor thing to him. 
·on Pearl Harbor iI1 1!!41.led to· what ·doh. But we were all the_y had:~' ·; ~· ln the aftermath of the Dec. 7 

: he _call~d a_ hasty '_and rp.isinformed . : ·_ . The Commis5lon on Wartime Re- ·1941~ Japanese attack on Pearl Har: 
' decision.to uproo~_and r_el~tE: 1~.- . ,location and Int~t1llnent : qf •.Civili- · bor, ~sevelt signed an order that 
·· {)()() West Coast -:Japane~e~~_eri- ans, :'established by, Congress -.last · · · ; ··J : 

cans. :. . ·'-· '···'-·'· ··'·-'-' - ·. yeari to determine, : among. btber r e~ultedin therounding~andun- ·· 
· ·: :-:-.James: Row~,- wh9:was. assistant : things, whether .any compensatjon pnsonment of 77,000 Amencan dtf.; · 
-. U.S .. attorney: gen.era!,.: when . Pres- ._ should g o to those. ·:who: were ip- zens or Jap~ese descent and 43,000 

ident Franklin·D:Rooseveltdecided · _terneq or their families also heard ' Japanese nationals. -:. , ; " . ·: ·· . 
-~ to _ confine ·.Jap~ese-Aipericans , to ·-Tuesday: from : .We.st. :·C9ast .coo:. : · 1:he i?tern~_. who came from 
. guarded: __ camps, told .a ~q_mmission . gressmen andDemocraticSens'.Da- Califo:nia, ·Arizona,· Oregon and_ 
. investigating tjle .ev,en~. otalmost . :niel,-~_. Inoµye· and S_park•M-Mat- · Was~n and __ the: Pribilof and 
_ 40 . years ago: that intepse -.public . sunagaofHa_waii ._;,_._.·<··: ,.. 7 ,: •. : '~ , . Aleuti~ Is~ds, _were .sen:t to 10 
;- pressure forced the Justice.Depart- ,r . - lnouye, wh9 .lost his right at.m :camps m Califon:u~, Utah, Arizona, 
, . ment, and Roosevelt. to_ agree __ to cie- 1 _ while fighting for_ the Uni_ted ,Statµ -, .Colorado, ·. Wyonung, . Idaho · and 

mandsofmilitaryleader:s~.-,.:,.-
0

• ' _,, • • in _Eur<>pe, told ·the commission:.~ ·. Az;kansas. · · .• j< · . . . 
~'.I dqn'i kno~. ·p.o~. you _can .be on : . "mak_e your r~r!, <>_ne _that _will_; k . . _ . · 'TI_ley were d~tained withou~ tri- . 

the run and up _agamst ;.tp.e _w~ at ·_ . _ha~t the conscience _Df ~ ~atiqn --al. Wlt?o~t heann~s of any kind," 
the same time, but that's how we -haunt-it so that we will never for- Commission Chairman Joan · z . . 
(Justice Department .officials) felt," getthatweaxe-capable.ofm.icb ~ - Bernstein said in her opening state- .· 

► -· · · · · · - · ·:- - "= ---· ·--- ··- ·-:-~ -~·.- ·:·~-- . acL" _ .. · · . . . . ·,m~nL ~'Military necessity _was said 
_._ He said that a budget-conscious . . t-9 require this unprecedented treat­
(:ongress may not provide any sig- · 1:11ent of a national group.~ 
~.ificant monetary _redress but that . · As the firsf ·hearing got under 

. - no Congress, PresidE:nt or Suprem~ •. ' way, it was clear· that the issue of fi­
. Court can e-;;er unwnte the words ·: nancial compensation for the inter­
. of the pan~l s report. '· · nees or their descendants would.be 
. Ino?~e 1s_ of Jap~~se descent and , central to the pan~l's _discussions 

was livmg m Hawan ~hen the war . over the next two months. · 
broke out. He was not mterned. 
· . Rowe and others involved in the Matsunaga said th~ were "no 
decision to detain the Japanese- doubts in my mind that the commis-

. Americans answered questions as sion will conclude ••• that the in-
the nine-member panel began two ternees were subjected to grave in• . 
months of hearings to be conducted · justices by governmental action. • • 

· across·tbe country, including a se- and that the intern_ees, as a conse-
- _:- -: :· - .-. ::- - . . :: ' .: - ·•. •: . .-"-- - - quence, suffered compensable prop­

:1es of meetings in Los Arigeles dur- . erty damages and personal inju-
mg the first week of AugusL ·_:. : ries.'' . . . · · : 

Rowe, speaking from -memory· Gordon Hirabayashi., who unsuc-
and four pages •. of. handwritten cessfully challenged in the Supreme 

· notes, told ,,~e commission . that Court during World Warn the use 
there was a handful of lawyers in of ancestry as the sole criterion for 
the Justice Depa_rtment" who . detaining Japanese 7 Americans, told 
thou~ht the evacuation was uncon- the commission the 120 000 persons 
stitutional but "we didn't have any . . who were relocated d.:..,,_, 
allies." . •. . · · . · _ . "°'"' .e more 

Early Hysteria 
"I really think what caused all 

the problems was the early three · 
months of the war, when the United 
_States ·was beaten all over," Rowe · 
said: "The hysteria started rising, • 
and there was speculation that 
there wasn't time." -

than S3 billion in compensation. · ~ 
"Monetary compensation. ilo 

ID.q.tter how much, can never ade­
quately compensate for the losses 
suffered," Hirabayasbi said. "Any 
amount would be but a token. In our , 
system of justice, however, that tO· 

. ken should be relative ·to the ae­
riousness. of the offense. Therefore. 
it must be substantial... . • _ { 

1 
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·.- ·ell urr: · ·_ . . . · ·. ··:W~ '?~f .··_.:;~;/is.-_--~I· -
:.; ·. ~he Japanes(}:.A;n(!riC(ifls t , · 
·A:. ,JAPANESE-AMERICAN .named Fred .Kore- ~~d .res{~e~t:: '.~i;~s· a~~ t~e··;~all handf~~,.'\vho 

. .. .niatsu, after _beir1g rejected by the Army· be~ _ might be' worlcing· for . or willing to· \vork for im­
':f3:use of an, ulcer;volunteered after·Pearl H~bor-to perial Japan, ·officials ~uch ·as Lt J}en. :Johri L. 
: serve his country·as a·welder in a war plant. Instead, .._ DeWitt, -West ·coast .military· ·commander . (who 
•. ·he. and / 120,000 other . Japanese-Americans . and . · urged rounding tip ·and in'terriing the whole: corn~ 
. :-Japanese resident" _aliens on the West :coast were·, -munity) .saw _no 'problem: "/{;Tap . is. -·a ·Jap. -It 
· dr-iven from ·theif"homes 'and forced under military .. - m'akes _no difference· wheJ;her £he ·Jap is a..citiz.tm 
· ~upervision ' into <listaht '"relocation" cam pi( where . or· not"· Jn-'.February ·.t942, 'President Roosevelt . 
· the majority livea out the· war. The would-be'welder signeci the infam.ous executive: order.9066' author~ 
_ su~,.but the.Supreme Court upheld the military in :. izing µiternmentJfln4.:the roundup began> ::-,:-~?'E;~; 
. :i.9'{4 ii{Kdrematsu_ V. u.s:, ,although .dissenting •'< ~0:0f . the-'.i20,ooo . who- thefr· fosf their : homes;· -
: Jusffce Robert JI .. Ja_cks(?p-descr~bed Korematsu's _ farms, ;Qu,sines_ses ~nd most :other':~vo~ldly'p<js~fs~·:•:. 
':"crime'?~~-solely the act-=:of ;~ljeing present in the . ·, sions/ two::tlilf<li()~.d' "iF.sp~(ai(".e'"xisteY1c(durmg'~' . . _ '. ,,, 
· ·state whereof he is :a citizen; near the place where . the wadn closely gtiarcled corifinerqent'at coiicen!f · 
~ ·he :was borf,i1 ·an~ . w~er~ .. - he '· lived all his. life''." .. tratiori .· camps ·iµ ~ the w~ster,n Jntiri~z::,_,Bµ!'.t4iw:;: · 
.Today, wejeca1lea the'.kications of the major in- · 33,000 Japanes~-Ameri.cami:~rved '.'in 'the-:arniecl ,_ 
ternmen(.; camps . used"'-Manzanar; 'rule Laker\ ' ~forc~s; iricl~_dirjg'°·~he:> famous · 442rid~cReginieiita1 ;··.:· · 

: .Mi.nidoka, 'r-opaz; Gila ·. River, · Poston, HearC~ Combat Team',7 T°eportedly_ t}:le ·most ·highlyjleco~'-'.': 
. Mountain, Granada, Jerome and Rohwer-only , rated U.S. (ighting unit'ofthe·entire war: . . ·, 
. ,as desolate monuments to this nation's lingering - : . The military irrefo~ance ofthe_.deterition proc'.: 
· ·sense of shame . .. ··- . · - ·. · · ess soon became.obvious. Unlike the wholesale in~ 
· - : Yesterday, a federal commission began its hear~ -ternment that 'occurred 'on the mainland, irrJia­
. jngs into the Japanese~American internment ex- - waii (far closer. to the actual -theater of war) -only 

perience, the worst instance, in m·odern American about one percent of the Japanese population was 
· -history of an entire group being stripped over- detained. In the Aleutian islands, by contrast, · 

-night of its civil liberties as a result of calculated · about 1,000 Aleut-Americans-whose treatment 
· government policies. The Commission on War- · the · commission also intends _ to ~tudy-were . 
·lime ·Relocation ·and Internment of Civilians, placed in squalid camps for the entire war. · . . 
~ ·created by .Congress last year, must determine . Few attempts -have been made since World War J 

(first) how and .why the actions of military and II to compensate Japanese-Am~ricans financially, j 
political leaders, both in Washington and .on the and eve_n the most extensive of thes~the Japa- i 

. West Coast, caused the· uprooting of tne entire nese Evacuation ·Claims Act of 1948-led to pay- _ ! 
• Japanese-American··community when even the at- - ments of only 10 cents· on _the dollar based on _1941 
, tomey general and the FBI director did not con- assessments of lost pro,perty. Whether Congress 
. sider most internees a . national security threat. . should spend billio_ns now !~ a belated full-scale ef- . 
· Next, the commission has the diffic_ult task of ' fort at genuine · restitutfon is considered the most 
· d~termining what financial compensation, if any, . troublesome . issl!e ·. confronting the commission. 

should . be recommended_ for those who suffered Some .. congressmen .. , and Japanese-American 
, 'internment. But its members recognize also that .. spokesmen have argued -in favor of "reparations" 
they must consider what steps might be taken to for all_ the f<;mner inteme~, with each person re:. 
·ensure that-in some future national emergency ceivirig a · ·stipend . that,::....::_in some of the plans­
....:_anot_her whole group of Americans do not find would reach $25,000. This is · extravagant and 

· themselves in collective· jeopardy because of their . wrong. Eve9 if across-:the-board "_reparation" funds 
. race, ethnic background or national origins. ,· were available, it is to cheapen the moral issue and 
-~ .. At the time, the much larger "enemy" corn- to degrade_ the victims to suppose there is some 
munities of German-Americans and Italian- kind of monetary buyoff for the affront. A proper 

· Americans largely escaped harasspient, while the approach would involve compensating only for the 
· Japanese-Americans-clustered on the ·west ·. actual property losses suffered. But whatever the· 
: Coast-bore the brunt of their fearful neighbors' settlement, there is merit alone in the 16 days of 
· post-Pearl Harbor mixture of racial antagonism~ public hearings planned by · the · commission to 

economic envy ·and genuine hysteria over a possi- study that dreadful time when most of us incarcer­
ble Japanese invasion. As for distinguishing ~~ ated some of us solely .for reasons of race and na-

. tween the overwhelming number of loyal citizens . tional ancestry. · 
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· Keep Internment Interred 
In March 1942, three months after things looked very bleak for the 

the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, United States in early 1942 after the 
one · month after the surrender of the loss of most of its Pacific fleet at 
British at Singapore and right around . Pearl Harbor. Militaiy authorities 
the flight of Gen. Douglas MacArthur were not wholly without justification 
from beleaguered Bataan, Gen. John in fearing that some of the Japanese· 
L. DeWitt, chief of ·the U.S: Army's Americans might be tempted to aid a 
Western Command, ordered the expul· Japanese attack on the West Coast. 
sion of all people of Japanese ancestry The 1944 Supreme Court opinion, writ· 
from West Coast militazy areas. The ten by one of the staunchest civil liber· 
order led to the roundup and intern· tarians in the court's history, Justice 
ment in relocation camps of some Hugo Black, noted that "approxi· 
120,000 Japanese-Americans, two· mately 5,000 American citizens of Jap-
thirds of whom were U.S. citizens. anese ancestry refused to swear un· 

A congressional commission is qualified allegiance to the -United 
once again second-guessing this deci· States and to renounce allegiance to 
sion, which has been reviewed in nu· the Japanese emperor . and several 
merous forums and upheld by the U.S. thousand evacuees requested repatria· 
Supreme Court as a lawful exercise of tion to Japan." · 
wartime powers. The impetus for the It's also important to remember 
current hearings is a- proposal for a that World War II was a period of un· 
compensation fund- the kind of thing _ speakable atrocities, destruction and 
that would pay S500 to each of the - · slaughter and that Japanese·Ameri­
heirs of the internees and make mil· , cans were· not the only U.S. citizens to 
lionaires of half-a-dozen lawyers. But suffer. Unpleasant as the relocation 
there seems little chance that these camps were, the inhabitants were far 
proposals will pass, not least because safer and healthier than- Gls in the 
the family income of Japanese-Ameri· . jungles of New Guinea or on the beach 
cans is more than 30% above. the na· at Iwo Jima. What's more, thousands 
tional average. _ So the commission's of Japanese-Americans w~re allowed 
hearings have become mostly sym- to leave the camps for education or / 
bolic, addressing the_ question, how jobs outside military areas. Some 33,· : 
guilty should we feel?. . . <XXl joined the armed forces and as a ' 

The congressional hearings are cat- group compiled a distinguished mill- I 
aloging all the miseries faced by Jap- tary record. 1 

anese-Americans during the war, ac- , Indeed, it is sometimes argued that : 
companied by news magazine articles relocation ironically helped-to speed 
describing · America's "day ot ·\n- the postwar assimilation of Japanese­
famy." Loyal citizens were expelled ,. Americans into the American main· 
from their homes for almost _ three · stream. They now are disproportion­
years- merely on the basis of their na· ately represented in such respected 
tional origin. Many felt forced to sell professions as medicine and engineer~ 
their farms and other properties at ing. 
distress prices. There was no similar In short, it is not necessary to deny 
roundup of the 150,000 people of Japa· the injustices of 1942 to say that, at 
nese origin on Hawaii and no substan· this point, nearly 40 years later, it 
tial evidence that they were guilty of serves very little useful purpose to 

· sabotage or espionage during the take this issue around the track once 
course of the war. more. It may never be resolved to 

everyone's satisfaction but then vecy 
However, Congress did pass .an f thin w · d be 

Evacuation Claims Act in 1948. Even ew gs ever are. e can IDStea 
, thankful that in those 40 years ,y1e 

though the restitution was small it re- have largely buried the hatreds and · 
fleeted a genuine effort to make suspicions that were an understanda- ; 
amends. It's _ worth remembering that ble complement to total war. 

,, .•··.·;. 
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n 
On Dec. 8, 1941, the day after the 

attack on Pearl Harbor, the U.S. 
Army and I Federal Bureau of In­
vestigation talked with leaders of 
Hawaiians of Japanese descent. 
There was instant cooperation. 

No alarm was sounded over the 
presence of the ·1ssei (first-genera­
tion Japanese-Americans) and 
Nisei (children of Issei). 

A few suspects were arrested 
for questioning. No subsequent 
charges were filed. Life went on as 
before. · · 

However, in California; far re­
moved from the sneak attack, 
there_ was swift reprisal, led by 

1 

Gov. Culbert Olson and state Attor­
ney General Earl Warren, one day 
to be known as a champion of civil 
rights as chief justice of the United 

· States, against Japanese-Amer-
icans. 

Working with district attorneys 
and sheriffs, Olson and Warren or­
dered Japanese-Americans to be 
dismissed .from civil-service jobs. 
Their licenses to practice law and -
medicine were revoked. Those who 
made their living as commerical 

· fishermen were barred from their 
boats. ,, 

1 percent of population 

s 
Robert H. 
Spiegel 

Editor 

and banks declined to honor their 
checks . . . The state suggested 
they move inland ( and·· an esti­
mated 8,000 tried to do so)." 

The panic spread. 
In Nevada, the state Bar Associ­

ation resolved that "if Japs are 
dangerous in Berkeley, Calif., they 
are likewise dangerous in the state 
of Nevada." 

In Idaho, Gov. Chase Clark said 
"Japs live like rats, breed like rats, 
and act like rats." 

· ln Kansas, Gov. Payne Ratner 
said "Japs are not wanted and not 
welcome." He ordered the state 
highway patrol to forbid their cars 
to use state !tighways. . 

Some tried to befriend them. 
They were welcomed at Drake 
University in Des Moines amid 
strenuous condemnation. A farmer 
in New Jersey hired five Nisei, only 

Why"? The Issei and Nisei consti- to have a vigilante committee set 
tuted only 1 percent of California's his barri afire and threaten to· kill 
population, and most were natural- his youngest child. 
ized citizens. There was no evi- California wanted federal help, 
dence of treachery, only rumors and found an ally in Lt. Gen. John 
that gained official status through De Witt, ·commanding general of 
the Olson-Warren tactics. the Western Defense Command, 
- Warren was asked why the · who said : "A Jap's a Jap! It makes 
steps were being taken against the no difference whether he's an 
Japanese-Americans, and he said American or not." De Witt ordered 
the very absence of sabotage a plan drawn to evacuate Japa-

. showed how devious they were. He nese-Americans from their homes 
further informed Washington: to internment centers. 
"Opinion among l~w enforcement A preoccupied President Frank-
officers in this state is that there is lin Roosevelt told Secretary of War 
more potential danger among the Henry Stimson to handle il Man-
group of Japanese who were born chester writes that Roosevelt 
in this country than from the alien asked only that treatment be rea- • 
Japanese." sonable and humane. 

Columnist Westbrook Pegler Also busy with affairs of war, 
snarled that every Japanese-Amer- StimSon assigned the job to Assist-
ican in California should be put -- ant Secretary of War John McCloy, 
under gt!ard and to hell .with ·· who approved the evacuation pro­
habeas corpus until ~e danger "is posal in principle, saying he had 
over.''..,. . . _ , ~ • _ a.ute bl.anche to act from the presi-
. · Correction. Pegler. didn't. say '• denl~- -'! · .• • ·_ · ' 

.'•Japanese-American." He abbrevi- · : -·; · '· - · 
ated it ·to "Japanese." Most did m·: .-, Toft protested -
those days. Many abbreviated it · ~ 
further to "J aps." - ' • . +- Only one senator - Republican •. 

William Manchester "describes · " Robert Taft of Ohio - protested . 
the unfounded attack in his book, . .the idea from the floor of the Sen-
"The Glory and the Dream." writ- ate. Only one Cabinet member 
ing: "The sheep followed the shep- . spoke against it - Attorney Gen- · 
herds. Insurance companies -can- eral Francis Biddle. He was over-
celed Issei-Nisei policies. Milkmen .-, ruled by Stimson. 
refused to deliver their milk. • ' On Feb. 19, Roosevelt signed 
Grocers wouldn't sell them food. , Executive Order 9066 authorizing 

"Warren had frozen their funds the War Department to exclude _ 

r e 
"any or all persons" . from desig­
nated military areas. He said the 
prosecution of the war "requires 
every possible protection against 
espionage and against sabotage." 

_ I've tried to remember how I 
felt about that order as a college 
student in Iowa on Feb. 19, 1942. 
For shame, I know I did not ac­
tively talk against it, or perhaps 
e_yen think much about it. I_ dis­
missed it as part of war. Too late, I 
found it had nothing to do with the 
conduct of war, but was a persecu­
tion of people who, when allowed, . 
performed with valor and distinc­
tion in World War II military sera 
vice despite the wrong done them. _ 

De Witt had no trouble with 
placing a quick, vengeful interpre­
tation on Executive Order 9066. 

On March Tl, the order went 
out : People of Japanese ancestry 
were given 48 hours to dispose of 
their homes, businesses and furni­
ture so they could be "resettled." 

There were no hearings to 
determine whether anyone was 
guilty of treachery. No appeals 
were allowed. It was a class action. 

The Japanese-Americans were 
allowed to take with them as many 
personal items as they could carry. 
Manchester cites estimates that 
the 120,000 interned Japanese­
Americans lost $70 million in farm­
land and property, $35 million in 
fruits and vegetables and nearly 
$500,000 in annual income, plus 
other possessions beyond reckon­
ing. 

Like Nazi Germany? 

We've heard of notices being 
posted on doors in Nazi Germany, 
ordering eviction of Jews with only 
that which they could carry. No 
trials, no hearings, no appeals. But 
in American? Never. 

Except it did happen. The no­
tices were posted, toddlers were 
tagged, truck convoys were used to 
take the internees to 15 assembly · 
areas - horse stalls at racetracks, 
the Rose Bowl, breweries. Under 

: Secretary of Interior Abe Fortas . 
and Milton Eisenhower, director of 
the War Relocation Authority, as- •. 
sured the nation these were only 
temporary. Better quarters ~ould ;~ 
be provided. ?-:,. '.~ " 

The "better quarters" were 11 
internment camps built on desolate .­
federal land. There were watch­
towers, with floodlights sweeping · . 
the area at night. , - ·- '/ · •- · 

Manchester writes that Ropse-
velt never visited the camps, but 
once referred to the(n as "concen-
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lration camp.s." They we.re not the 
concentration camps of Nazi Ger­
many - -far from it - but they 
were camps or isolation. provided 
by the government in brandmg a 
class of'people as being dangerous 
to the national securitv. 

In the camps. the average 
family or six or so lived in an area 
about 20 by 25 feet. with no running 
water. There were community la­
trines, open ower stalls. mess 
halls. 

I've knov..n Japan~ mer­
icans who were herded to these 
camps. Not once have they raised 
the' subject Not once have I heard 
anyone protest They bore the hu­
miliation and injustice with unbe­
lievable forbearance. They contin­
ued to love the United States of 
America. 

Gradually, sentiment . built 
against the internment policy. 

On Jan. 28, 1943, Stimson an­
nounced - remarkably in light of 
the Army's record of <95crimina­
tion against the Japaifose-Amer­
icans - that Nisei would be ac-

. cepted as volunteers. More than 
1,200 signed up immediately; be­
fore the. end of the war, inore than 
17,000 enlisted. 

Those old enough to remember, 
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and those who have read the his­
tory of World War II, will not forget 
the all-Nisei 442nd Infantry in Italy. ~ 
During the Italian campaign, the 
442nd lost three times its original 
strength while winning 3,000 Purple 
Hearts with 500 oak leaf clusters. 

The Nisei of the 442nd won 47 
Distinguished Service Crosses, 342 
Silver Stars and 810 Bronze Stars. · 

They volunteered to prove not 
only themselves, but to speak for 
all those behind barbed wires in in­
ternment camps. No, actio·ns have 
spoken more loudly for a people. 

Finally, and ever so cautiously, 
the U.S .. Supreme Court ruled on 
Dec. 18, 1944 - more than three 
years after Pearl Harbor - that 
the mass evacuation bad -been .a 
proper exercise of the power to 
wage war. It is hardly a decision to 
look back upon with pride. 

However, the court did rule that 
ther_e was no justification to fur­
ther det.ain American citizens 
whose loyalty was unquestioned. 
Detention up to that time appar­
ently had peen an right, despite un­
questioned loyalty. 

The rulings amounted to a bare, 
belated reprieve. · 

Gradually, Japanese-Americans 
began moving back to their Califor­
nia homes. They were met with 
acts of violence by vigilantes. The 
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episodes continued even against , 
Nisei returning from battlefield : 
service. Then the violence died • • away and was forgotten by all but , 
the Japanese-Americans, and they 
kept their feelings private. 

. " 
• . 

It wasn't until 1980 that Presi- : 
dent Jimxny Carter, to his lasting 
credit, called the internment of • 
Japanese-Americans "one of the . : 
disappointing and sometimes em, : 
barrassing occurrences in the his- ; 

. tory of the nation." • 
' More accurately, the American , 

Civil Liberties Union bas called it : 
"the worst single wholesale viola- ! 
tion of civil rights of American citi- : 
zens in our history." . ' • 

Carter appointed a commission : 
to inquire into this sickening chap- : 
ter in American history. Hearings : 

· have begun. It bas been suggested • 
that internees · be given $25,000 
each. No one knows how many in­
ternees survive. 

• • 
' I • 
-The matter of money is far less : 

importan~ than setting the record • 
straight for all Americans. As Ron- I 
aid Ikejiri, · a representative of -a­
Japanese-American group, says: . 

"It's difficult to put a monetary 
value on life chances and lost op;-
porturu.ties " ' "-. . .... .. ~ ,, 4- . 

,t ' ·µ 
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Manzanar, Tule -Lake, Minido­
ka, Topaz, Gila River, ·:P,oston, 
Heart Mountain, Gra?ada, 
Jerome, and Rohwer are mean­
ingless names now . for most 
Americans, who are two genera­
tions removed from the· signifi­
cance of these desolate Western . 
places. 

But Japanese-Americans ever 
remember them as locations of 
the major internment camps 
where they and Japanese resi­
dent aliens on the West Coast, · 

·120;000 in all, were imprisoned 
during .World War IL These 
ghostly names recall one · of the 
most shameful episodes in Amer­
ican history, when an entire 
group of U.S. citizens was 
stripped of civil rights and denied 
freedom for no other r-eason than 

· . ·that of race and .national ances­
try. 

Nevertheless, without minimiz­
ing this stain upon the nation's 
history, it is wrong for Ameri­
cans and the world to judge this 
mass internment in isolation, out­
side the context of the terrible 
time in which it took place. The 
massive Japanese attack upon 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941, was the first such onslaught 
by a foreign power in American 
history . Most of the Pacific fleet 
~as destroyed or crippled; it ' 
_appeared initially that the West 
·Coast lay exposed to invasion or 
bombardment. Those days were 
laden with national disaster. 

All across the far Pacific the 
Japanese were sweeping to v'icto­
ry after victory with_ D.S. forces 

- -- . ·-------------· -- ~- ... 

everywhere in retreat. The bys­
. teria that is now so easily derided 
was actually a matter of genuine 

. fear, worry, and uncertainty. In­
deed, Sen. S. 1. Hayakawa, him­
self of Japanese descent, says the 
relocations were "perfectly un­
·derstandable." 

And so in February 1942, Presi­
dent Franklin Roosevelt followed 
the advice of military leaders 
and signed the now -infamous Ex­
ecuqve Order 9066 .authorizing 
the :fpundup of Japanese-Ameri­
cans, who in the process lost their 
homes, farms, _ businesses and 
most of their worldly goods. 

Throughout their ordeal, the 
Japapese-Americans in the 
camps adopted the attitude of 
shikata ga nai - "so it goes." 
After the war, most of them re­
turned to California, . picked up 
the pieces and, through dint of 
ability and hard work, prospered 
in the U.S. mainstream. 

Busy with 'its postwar building, 
the country largely forgot the 
Japanese-American internment. 
In 1948, Congress got around to 
enacting the Japanese-American 
Claims Act that returned only 
about 10 cents on trie dollar of an 
estimated $400 million in lost 
property. 

During recent years, some sec­
ond and third generation Japa­
nese-Americans have become ac­
tivists agitating to right the in­
ternment wrong. As a result of 
their lobbying, Congress and the 
Carter administration last year 
established the Commission on 
Wartime Relocation and Intern-

':.,:..¾. · ~.~~ 

ment of Civili~ns ·to ·examine · ~1· 
again . the circumstances o_f" the .. 
relocation; to det~rmine whether · 
there · -should be financial .com­
pensation;- and to ensure against 
another mass internment in some 
fu ture national emergency. The 
commission's 16 days . of public 
hearings are scheduled to end 
this week. 

The activists are pressing com-. ' ;,, ., 
pensation claims for up to sis;ooo . 
per family ordered to the camps. 
- about $3 billion in all: This j.s 
wrong and unrealistic. Everi if 

I 
the U.S. Treasury ,were overflow-
ing,' there is something degrading 
in the thought . that everything ·:, 
can be set .straight with money. .... 
Indeed, Senator Hayakawa ac- . 
cuses those Japanese-Americans 
seeking reparations of pulling a 
"bustle" on the government, and 
be says the vast majority of Jap-
anese:American citizens oppose 1 1 

, I 
it. 

We believe it is irrelevant now 
to try and set any monetary price 
on the war-time internment and 
we trust the commission will not 
attempt . to do so. On the other 
hand, there should be no argu­
ment about U.S. recompense for 
proven property losses which 
have never been ,paid. These 
should be provided for in full. Be­
yond this, the most appropriate 
act of contrition would be an offi­
cial United States apology to the 
surviving Japanese-Americans, 
who might then find in their 
hearts the grace to f orgjve the 
memory of a dark time. 

,,~,·. - -- - . ---- - .... - ... 
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iLL and a case· for it i.: 
~ ---: ~ • • >-, _,. ~ : i ::i 
-~:Ust as it's impossible to put a price on the suffering endured l ::-'-

ltY;:the :!amilies of American~ ~ho have been held hostage or, /' __ :i 
~~d m war zqnes, so no pncmg system could put a value on . · ~-':="~ 
~ spt.fering of the ~apanese-Americans who were interned in · ·

1

r~/f 
~~J1tIOn camps durmg World War IL _ ::·:;,~ ­
:~h~ issue of compensation for th~ Japanese-Americans is l:-;: .. o . 
~efog studied by a government commission operating indepen- l<_c=_:m_ 
~tly of the one that's studying_compensation for the Am~n- [<;_~, 
oons who were held in Iran. . -i -~ · 
~ ; good case can be made for compensating the Japanese- [ . ~ 
~ericans. Their freedom and property were taken away j . ;i -

~~~.ti; 

"W;t-Ongfully by the U.S. government. The former internees or 1 •en 
t;tfefr~descendarits at least should be compensated adequately §? 
f~;~e property they lost. That hasn't been done. It's belie'v~ i 
~ >government compensated them at the rate _ of_ 8 cents on w. 
tlle dollar for lost property under the 1948 Japanese American ~ 
<;:Piims Act. _ _ 
~hile Congress might act to recognize the special circum­
~c:es of the internment of Japanese-Americans, the country 
~~t necessarily be well served by making them or their de­
;i:;eridants rich. It's far more important to keep alive the mem­
:>~~of the internment:- and the realization that it was wrong. 

·- -
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Justice·_for-the Nisei: __ 
"Law," said Eugene Rostciw,-"has 'no higher '·' wliat ~Ost. Americans came to s~e as a mi~ 

duty than to acknowledge its ·own errors." take, if not a crime; By1948 26,000 internees 
The year was_· 1952 and -tqday's: head of the " had :submitted :claims for compensation. By 
Arms Control ' and Disarm~men t Agency, 1958-$38 miUioi::i:had been paid in reparations 
then dean-of the Ya1e_Law-Sch6ol, wastalkfng .., and 'c~tiienshii.liad·-been restored _to _(000 . 
about a · Supreme· Court _de_cisio:p. ruling un:·_:=:.Japanese-Americans deprived of it in the '40s:: 
constitutional ,· the :':statutes-:: preventing ~-:-,,,;Jn·the y~ears-that_followed, civilseryiceand 
Japanese-Americans from . owning land in '. ·:_ Sociar security rights were retroactively _ 
California: : ~ · · -,,.;<". ·: - _: .,,:=- :•,::_:c: :·,.•~:-- /. .. ?>- · ·granted to those who lost .their jobs in Jhe : 
, Through · Congress· and' . the executive··-~· internment program. Those whose bank de- ; 
branch as w~ll as the courts, the federal gov- · posits were seized got their money back. · 
ernment has acknowledged a good many .-er- , The demand for further reparations goes . 
rors toward · Japanese-Ani'ericans m~er the on, however, spurred by President Jimmy : 
'last 35 years. It's still at it. _· -.. -· · ·_' · -· . · -~ 1 

. Carter's 1980 formation of a commission to ~i 
The wrongs that hav~ so strongly_ engaged . : investigate the internment progra~. ang _no '. 

the American consci~nce have to do with the - one who has seen the sad, betrayed faces in , 
internment o_f_l}iseCor fi~st-gefie~ati?n citi- · photographs of .the camps can resist a d€:sire ,;: 
zens of Japanese extraction, during .World · .·.to.make up to the many thoroughly ~encan ;0, 
War IL In ·the panic that followed g1e_ Ja_P:- · ·:-ziis.effor what they suffered __ at_the hands of ~-'. 
anese attack on Pearl Harbor, Americans m 'their fellow-citizens. · ., : :.· 
general and Westerners in particular became _ -- The only trouble is that the-groups pressing r·: 
terrified at t~e thought of the large number!? : Japanese-American claims have fallen into ,; 
of ethnic Japanese living on the Pacific coast. .patterns typical of our time. They're asking .. 
Fear persuaded the wartime government that . 1or affirmative action programs for nisei, ap- j 
it was necessary for _ national securjty to_ get pointmentst6 high office on a quota basis and 

1 Japanese-Americans away fro_m what might -compensation for people who were around : : 
become invasion beaches. · - . · ' • Hiroshima and Nagasaki when the first atom- : 

More than 100,0.90 wer-e rounded up and im;_~ · .ic Bombs fell, ~hether or not their medical · 
prisoned behind barbed wire in California . ·:problems are directlyitraceable to the explo- , 
and Colorado. They . had to leave jobs and sins~ . · .- . · . . · . · . . -- . · 
homes, often selling valuable property at dis- '. Some demands are sufficiently far removed 
tress prices. There was no attempt to separate_:,•. from any actual · hardship·s endured by 
those whose sympathies were ~ith. the Unit- Japanese·-Am_ericans tliat . even- S_enator : 
ed States from those on the Ax1s,s1de: . Hayakawa has been embarrassed by them. 

Even before the war was over, there were They are less the outcries.of wronged people 
Americans who objected. Colorado's Gover- than efforts at political c,ondemnation. · , c 

nor Ralph Carr welcomed the evacuees and · Hindsight would argue with President Ger- · 
kept many out of the internment camps. As ' ald Ford_that the internment was "a national 
early as 1948, Oscar Chapman,-then undersec- mistake." Justice would argue the worth­
retary of interior was calling for compensa- whileness of spendJng money to undo the ill 
tion for internees. . •. -,. . · ·effects.of the _error: Nothing argues for a quo-

Later, the government tried to make up for ta approach to the atonement. 

I 
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~--~a_:Pyaka,'w· · a·· ·1·eere_.: ·d-: ·-at·•. ·· ff ~;~;$fE:;,-1•· u; '. '., -O!l to San Francisco, Seattle, the 
., ... _> ·. • ' · v , ?: ·• · -Aleutian Islands and Chicago, 

Rearm· g on· Internment~_.· ::=owo~~h:r:r~~ucational. 
. .· -;.:::Mas Fukai, a city councilman . . , 

: · • . · r ~ ~from· Gardena and assistant - chief ' 
Tells Panel m L.A. That Monetary Demands by ~ -deputy to Supervisor Kenneth . 

J Am . Fill Him w· h 'Sh ' . ~ahn. told the panel that "you will . I apanese- encans It ame ·bear today hurt, hate, fear, love and ' 
J... A j ~ ~ • S • 1s / .. _.even tears in the testimonies . ;, . 

B JUDITH MICHAELSON Times Staff Writer but mos_t unportant · · . · the truth. 
Y ' . · --Fukai told how his. Japanese-

Amid jeers from Japanese-Amer- former Supreme Court Justice Ar- · born 62 year-old father had just 
icans, Sen. S. I. Hayakawa told thur Goldberg, a member of the . purchased a prize S750 tractor.when 
members of a national commission commission, challenged Hayakawa. ·· he was ordered to a camp; his father 
investigating the internment of Goldberg called the American . had begun farming "with ~otbing 
120,000 Japanese-Americans during camps "concentration camps,0 add~ JJut a .?orse, _a plow and hi~ bare 
World .War II that large demands ing that Nazi camps were "death .hands . . Fu~ai told how he ~elf 
for monetary redress fill him with camps." · .spent his high school years m the 
"shame and embarrassmenL" . . · · :Gila River . Concentration Camp in 

Hayakawa, 75, a former academic Hearings 10 LA. :Arizona, living in Block 72, Barrack 
semanticist of Japanese descent The national Commission on :.i2; Unit C for nearly three years,. ; 
who was in Chicago during the war Wartim_e_ Relocati~n and lnterm1e_nt ~oJ?fined behind barbecl,;:wire_fenc- ...: 
Years,_also said that referring to the of Civilians, which brought ·1ts. . . g H t ld h thi f th b o / 

tr li h · t Lo An 1 m . e o ow s a er, a r -
· "relocation centers" as«concentra- ave ng eanngs O . s ge_ es. ken man, was unable to work after · 
tion camps," and comparing them to on Tuesday, has essei:itially a two- · the war and died in 1955 "feeling he 

· Nazi camps, constitutes ··•semantic fold P1.JJ1?0Se-to reVJe~ the facts was a failure and a burden on his 
• inflation of the worst kind." ~urrounding the rel~cat1on an~- to children ... 

Indeed, Hayakawa said, many Ja- recommend appropnate remedies. . The audience wept openly. . 
panese-Americans whcr were relo- _Except for Hayakawa, virtually . ·· "One reason that this hearing is · 

. cated to camps throughout·the West no one disputed that a wrong was important," said Fukai, "is that 
· later found "freedom and U:sefuljobs done. Goldberg called it "an enor- .there has always been and there re~.-
in the outside world." mous. enormous injustice." Dr. Ar-: mains today, in 1981, an undercur-

"I am sure there are activists · thur S. Fleming, chairman of the' rent of discrimination. I was mar­
among any audience who will be U.S. Civil Rights Commission, an- ried 30 years ago. At that time my 
enraged at the suggestion that any- other panel member, said "most wife and I could not even rent an ·J 
one was happy in a relocation American agree that what hap- apartment in Gardena. It was im- 1 

camp," Hayakawa said. "But how pened (the evacuation) was a ma- . possible to buy what we wanted and ·1· 

else· can one account for the fact nifestation of racism." · oftentimes what we needed: We 
that for the past many years grad- And Rep. Daniel E. Lungren, (R- would walk do~ the street and , · 
uates of the camp high schools" - Long Beach), commission chair- people wo1:!d spit at us and throw 
including Amache in Colorado, man, who drew fire from witnesses . trash at us. , 
Minedoka in Idaho and Poston in because he has said the mood of the He also attack~d the stereotype of . 
Arizona-"have been holding 10th, Congress was not for economic red-· _ ~apanese-Amencans ,,as one _ of 
20th . and · 30th anniversary reun- ness, said in a prepared, but unde- success and affluen~e suggesti~g 
ions?" . . livered statement that "we are in- t?at the effects .of mterment still i 

Hayakawa said relocation was a tent on learning from our error ?J1d · linger: .. 
military necessity and reflected the avoiding any future such infringe- Baroara Marun:oto, no_w a Hawan _ 
wartime hysteria of the _population ment of constitutionally protected state representative, said she was . 
at large, arguments he:·· has used liberty." :-'' - ~~~1?7-~-when her Los_ Angeles . 
prevously0 And he spoke of the f · h th · : 
"trouble-free and relatively happy The nub O controversy is w e - family was evacuated to The Tam-, I 

er to award internees or their heirs. ram Rack Track assembly center, 1. lives at all the : relocation centers" 
except Tole Lake·in Northern Cali- While Hayakawa and others say no and she remembers being placed in I 
fornia where dissidents were held. amount of money can redress the a horse stall. "My memories. are 1 

· Hayakawa's remarks enraged the wrong; 0thers reply that in lhe quite vague-I _was just under 3 ' 
audience, a parade of witnesses, and Please see INTERN, Page 8 .- years old-but I do remember the 

smell;'' she said. · i 
1'4ayor Tom Bradley said that as a -

young ma!}, he did not understand 
and still cannot understand, why 
relocation had to occur: · . · · l 

The· most poignant · morneflts 
came from citizens like Dr. Mary S. 
Oda, who had graduated from 
UCLA in 1941 and hoped to go on to 
medical school. and Magel T. -Ota, ' 
who graduated from UCLA in 1939 
and went on to become the first 
Asian school principal in the city. 

Her-voice low, her face composed, 
Oda,· a general practitioner in the ' 
San Fernando Valley, told how her 
family became "separated by the 
Evacuation and we never agairi 
lived as a family." Her father ov.-r1ed 
an apricot orchard and a farm; the • 
family of nine Jost alL . __________ ·! 

I 
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Apologizing to th_~ Internees 

. ., ... - : .... :-. . . . 
. ~t 2 A.M. a blip on the radar screen a lerted an- immigrant Japanese ~ joined the armed forces and 

tiaircraft gunners to a "bogey., bearing down on Los served honorably. especially in the celebrated. all­
Angeles from the ocean. They called for a blackout, Japanese-American 442d Regimental Combat Team. 
then blazed away at the California skies. ·· In the Yet the internees suffered grievously. One estimate, 
morning, some claimed that as many as five uniden~ in 1942, valued their lost pr:operty at $400 million. In 
tified aircraft had flown in, but others doubted there th~ hastily prepared camps, they lived behind 
had been any at all: the radar blip was probably a barbed wire under armed guard, in rows of squalid 
weather balloon. tarpaper shacks. 

Such was the mood after Pearl Harbor, and it fed · The new commission wants to recommend steps 
fears that Japanese-Americans on ·the West Coast · that could avert such internment in the future and 
would p~t ancestry over country. commit sabotage also resolve the question of compensation. Both are 
and espionage, and even guide invaders to America: . troublesome issues. . 

. So the United States Government removed 120,000 of . 1:he S-µpreme Court eventually permitted the in­
them to in~ernment camps, driving them from their terrunents as justi(iable in wartime. Could any 
property and interrupting their careers. After the : peacetime law prevent a recurrence? Former Jus­
war they resumed normal lives, many prospering t_ice Abe Fortas testified that some thought should be 

·. and gaining political strength in some areas. But un- -· given to limiting the military's power over civilians, 
derstandably, the bitterness persists.__ . . -· especially in times of stress. . . ~ 

In the 1970's, with activism in vogue, Japanese- - As for compensation, a 1948 claims act paid the 
Acmerican groups pressed new demands for redress. internees a mere 10 cents for every dollar lost. But 
Some set a price: $25,000 for every former internee. ·who would be recognized for new claims, and how 
Their-lobbying, and the nation's lingering remorse, . longwouldnewlitigationdragon? 
pushed Congress to create a commission that is fi- Fortunately, Japanese-Americans as a group 
nally taking a close look at the 40-year-old affair. have fared well in postwar America. Their lasting re- -

· sentment is legitimate, but the injustice done them · 
• · does ·not compare with that suffered by blacks or · 

However understandable the internment seemed American Indians. . . . 
at th~ time, historians have judged it a cruel and , A more apP,ropriate response would be a gesture 
pointless surrender to panic. J apanese-Americans in of atonement. Some suggest a national monument to 
Hawaii were not interned, with no adverse results; the 442d, but there are livelier possibilities: a: Fed­
neither were Italian- or German-Americans in the. eral fund offering scholarships, support for cultural 
East. Only racism now seems ,to explain the rush to and community projects, perhaps even prizes for dis­
. mistrust the loyalty of Japanese-Americans. tinguished Japanese-Americans. Those would be fea­
. When finally permitted to enlist in 1943, m~re sible and meaningful ways to deliver an apology that 
than 33,000 of the Nisei generation-:- the children of is long overdue::-
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By Jon Kawamoto \ ;:, · . , . ;J .c , 

· . Examiner Starr Writer · 1 
· ·' • ·: o 

I . 
Lillian Kiyota was 19 when she was uprooted from her I od 

Stockton home and sent to a concentrati6n camp in Rohwer, ; Qi 
Ark. She says she hated every tnlnute bl It. , )j ·= 
. "TI1e one thing they did to me, iny sister!and other young'~ . ~ 

· women that was very degrading w_as . a forced ~trip .. and • >< 
search' - they .told us they'_were checking fqr ~.'t;~id · ~ :~~t. now 58, ~ r~lde~t- of_ ~n ~ncisco',i,f ~f rJlW}d :: -g 

• ' ' t ' . ,::. ,, • . --: . f "·J' . 

'That was done just to humilitate and intimidate us: I tan · J 
never forget thal We were trea~ ,like_t:rimlna,,:"',;~ · LL , 

Mine Kido, 75, who also lives in the Ric . , P,d, still . cri ', 
remembers the day - lln. 30, 1943, President ;;ta~klin p, i' · 
Roosevelt's birthday - . when · eight angry M Japanese . : · .... , 
Americans broke tnto the family's barracks and ~af)1er : ,1~co_ · 
husbahd .. The cou~le's thr; chil~ren watched ti~~,~~,\~j-t" , ..... 

. , . - · , -Sec Back Page, cot 3 1 · Ill , 
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:: ;:_ ~/~:._. ~ ,F~o~-Pagel _ lion_ TbeJAci while~ ~bi~~,!~;-\ 
:.lier husband, the iate Saburo KidtJ, . monetary, compensation, h.asn_'t set_~ _'./ 

· ·' was ho.spitalized for a month- :: - figure. · · - ' - · 
_ "The ~ were angry that : Kido The amount promptec one cortunis- j 

<national · president of the Japanese sion member, US Rep_ Dar. Lundgren. . 1 
.American Citizens League 1 during . ·R:J..ong ~h, to contend ·tnere ls no '1, 

-World War Ill helped · reinstitute the public support for monetazy, redress. · 
draft for the Nisei (second-generation. · -Others, including Sen. S.l Hayaka: · 
American _ born)," said the widow_ "I ,v.--a:; -R{;aliL, contend granting money 
don't blame them for being mad. Why would --only "cheapen" the achieve- - 1 
should they fight for the United States ments of Japanese Americans 2i well - l 
when they've been kicked out of their as the camp experie~ce_ · . i 
homes? - 'The restitutiq_n in part v,,ould say · . 

·' · . "I remember that . as clearly as if it the internment · was wrong," . said 
. had-happened yesterday: lt ~the · Tuteishi· 'The -contention that .lapa-
. children. I don't think they have ever nese Americans should not be awarded 

· . go~n over it. l try not to remember_" _damages because they are so 'succescr -
. _ Kido and -Kiyota have never ~ Jul' is misleading an~ blind!O the issue_ 
but like thousands of Japanese ·Amen- Lhe ·res{ "of <society may have 
cans, they're going through the trauma forgotten the internment, but those 
of r_ecalling events from a part of their who lived through it remember It.I 
liv~-many of them have tried to forget don't think it's ever ~ late to rectify a 
.:_ the forced evacuation and detention past wrong. Time doesn't rectify 
of 110,CXXJ . Japanese Americans and wrongs, only actions do." · 
i ,CXXJ ~eut:ian Islanders into concentra- According to Tom Takeda, associate 
tion camps during·'\\lorld War II by the director of. the commission, - another 
government . . form · of compensation · could ·be the..: . : · 

The victims of now-rescinded Exec- establishment of a Japanese American _ · 
ut:ive Order 9006 ._ which permitted· trust fund instead of individual ·-re: 
the forced evacuation ..:.:.. · are remem- -dres.s. The funds, said Takeda, cou,ld be · 
bering those sad experiences in light of used for housing for the elderly and 
the government's first .official probe of legal and arid counseling. services.: .:·-: 
the incident ·- · . . _. ·. . Tateisbi, · Bert Nakano, coalition 

Public bearings on the internment spokesman; and -others called that a 
are under way now - 39· years after "political compromise" they find unac- . 
the incident - beginning in Washing- ceptable_ · · 

. ton last month and moving Tuesday to . -- Tateishi; who spent 3¾ years in the 
Los Angeles 'and to San Francisco the Manx.anar concentration camp 'in the 
·follov.'ing· week Other sessions will Owens Valley; says Japanese Ameri- · 

' follow in Seattle, Anchorage, the Aleu- cans are not out ·to .make money. 
tian Islands, the Pribilof Islands and - "Buf we're out to write an insur- ·, 
Chicago.. . ance policy for the nation," he·saJd. "'In · 

· Purpose of the hearings before the 1942, tlie whole system of government 
Commission ·on Wartime Relocation failed us and we don't want that to 
and· Internment of · Civilians is to . happen again." . 

· determine why the . internment ·oc- According to _ the JACL, the · West 
clll'ted; whether it was unci:mstitution- German government began paying 

~ .a) and whether some form of compen- lifelong ~uities to former victims of 
sation should be ~warded the victims_ 'Nazism in . 1957. It's estimated the · 

The ·commission will make a recom- · payments · will · exceed $35 .billion by 
mendation to Congress by Jan. 15. l!ll.5. .. 

"The is.sue of redres.s is the most . All of the more than one dozen. 
· important and most profound that Nisei and Smsei (third-generation Jap- 1 

. l 
Japanese Americans have faced in _the. ·anese Americans) interviewed by The . ·,· 
past 40 years," said John Tuteisbi, 42, , Examiner agreed the internment ·,,;,,as 
redres.s i::oordinator for ·the Japanese illegal, unnecessary and favored inQ.i-. . 

.American Citizens League, the-33,cro- · -vidual monetary compensation. · · . - ; 
member organi7.ation which pushed But they . split ob. whether "they,~: I 
~or the hearings two years ago.- • individuals, .would testify at the heat-··· 
. . The 700-m.ember National Coalition ings. Some, like Kido, said the trauma · 

for Redres.s and Reparations is de- of recalling tlie camp experiences 
manding $25,CXXJ to each victim as would be too · painful to go through. -
restitution, which would total $3 bil- Others, like Kiyota, were so angry th~ · 
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LILLIAN KIYOTA. . 
_'We were treated like criminals' 

'."'couldn't wait to testify." Others still 
haven't decided. . _. 
· . Hisano Taniguchi, 8'2, .also a Rich­

mond District resident. who was ;;ent 
to the Topaz, Utah camp, said he. thinks 
he will. not testify. 

"I can't give you an answer as to 
wby.·1 think the best Utlng is to forget 
·it. I don't know what my children 
think · about having lived through · it. 

· We don't talk about it," he said. · · · 
. Sue Hayashi, 62, an Alameda native 

who was sent with her husband, Yukio, 
to Poston, Ariz., recalls that "the whole 
camp ·, life was ·like marking time 
without knowing what you were 
marking time for." • 

The purported crane of the Japa­
nese Americans was their ancestry and 
alleged ties to Japan, according to 
Tateishi. . . : 

He and others contend the intern• 
ment ~;as unconstitutional because due 
process -rights were violated; military 
orders authorizing the internment 
went beyond the scope of military 
authority, rights guaranteed under the · 
Bill of Rights were violated, such as 
freedom from cruel and unusual · 
punishment, and the ·military judg­
ment of ''military necessity" was un-
founded. . 

The U.S. Supreme- Court, in two 
cases, -ruled in favor of the · Army 
evacuation, stating a curfew could be . 
imposed on the Nisei ,because of "the 
danger of _invasfon." . . 

The camps were located in barren, 
desolate regions _to isoiate the inter-

.... - - -

neei Sentrys stood guard oh a 24-hour 
basis. Barbed wire fences surrounded . 
the camps. . ·· 

Communal showers, communal toi­
lets; _communal eating had to · be . 
accepted. Many of the tiny barracks oJ 
scrap wood·and tar paper didn't have 
partitions between families. Loyalty 
oaths · were required. : An internee 

. could make up to .$19 a month. _· 
· There were no acts of sabotage cir 
espionage . in the eamps . - which 

· authorities . bad • feared aU along ~ 
although there were scattered, brief 
incidents of skirmishes -among fnis­
trated, angered Nisei · ~ 

The exclusion orders were woked 
two weeks after Japan surrendered. 
the Supreme Court ruled that Jo>,'al 
Tisei could not be p~ented · from 

. returning to their. homes. The last 
camp, Tule Lake, closed in May 1946.t 

Two y~ later, President~ 
signed the ' Japanese American Exci_u: 
sion Claims Act. The evacuees filed 
23,689 claims asking for-a . tgtal of $132 

· million. In· all, $38 million was paid, 
amounting to eight cents to each dollar 
lost. The claims,- based on · 1942 phces, 
were only for property losses, which ' 
had to be documented. At the time of 
the 1orced exodus, property loss was 
· estimated at "$400 million. · ·. · . · 

More than two deca~es . passed 
before the JACL passed a resolution 
seeking redress and an investigation 
into the issue.put the µiq~ement didn'.t 
really pick up steam . until 1978. Presi­
dent Carter signed the bill creating the 
commission in July 1980. 

"'.The psychological trauma of the 
camp · experience has plagued the 
community for yearst Tateishi said. _ . 

"We as a comrnunitv reacted to the · f 
internment the ·way a· woman would 
react to a rape. We weren't prepared 1 

for it We felt ·shamed, and carried a 
sense-of fear, guilt, and a stigma we 
had no control over. we·- weren't 
willing to \.ali{ ·about the assault Time 
has eased some of the pain on the 
psyche." . . · . 

UCs Takahashi says the civil rights 
movements of the 19605, in · which 
minority groups spoke -of their injus­

. tices, created a social and political · 
climate enabling Japanese Americans 
to speak out · 

Takeda, Tateishi, Nakan~ ani:1 oth-· 
'ers are· optimistic the commission '"v.ill 
bear our story \\-itb an open mind" but 
declined to predict the odds of getting 
monetary redress. 

, ·.· 
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All right-thinking. Americans must · f~I sy~- . - -- to ·P.aY 'reparatloris ' for 'all its past sins against..,.. 
· pa thy for. the 120,000 Japanese-Americans nr · · ,vanous .groups_ of people: If the Japanese-

terned d_m:mg_ World War II, and outrage that · Americans were economically harmed by the in-
. such an mJustice could have been perpetrated by · · ternment, consider some others: · · ·-
: th~ government and courts of a- supposedly de- , · -· · . . · . · -. · 7. . · ' .. ' 
· mocratic nation. Apart from the stigma and dis- · . · .• Black Amen~, 25 m'ilhon d_escend~ts of 

comfort of their imprisonment in what amounted ' pers~ns brought to this count17 aga_mst then- ~. 
to concentration camps, the internees suffered he~d m bondage for two centun_es, disenfr~ncbised 
serious ·economic losses. They were compelled to , .. _ fo~ another century, and suffermg economically to · 
abandon thriving businesses, homes, and careers. . . , this rl:ar. . . 
Most had to start again from scratch after the ,-_ -~- . • Native America·ns~ one million descendants 
war; it is a tribute,to their energy and enterprise · (or, more accurately, :;urvivors) of massacre and 
that they have succeeded uncommonly well in - depredation by Europeans who robbed them of an 
making up for the years thal. were _stolen from entire continent. . ·'- . · · ; . · . · 

··them. . . · ., -<··• .Femaie Americans, llO. million . women wh; .. ! 
Th~ country assuredly owes. them an a~logy. " have ~uff~red _from job <;li~crimination and ~exual I 

The country owes them, and its~lf, an unbreak- · explo1tahon m a ' traditrnnally male-dommated · ! 

able gua~a~tee that such a thing shall never __ society.::, _ .. · ·; _ ·. _ , · .. ,~ : . ·-: · ·j 
happen a0 am. . , Th • · b t h f · b · · · The country owes that. But it does not owe ,ese are u t ree_ o the most o Y!01;1S v_ictuns 
money. The' demands of Japanese-American or:_ of ·past · (and, _ s~metunes, present) m_Justice. It 
ganizations for th~ payment of reparations to the · would not be .~ficult to come up with dozens _· ~ 
former internees and their descendants are unac- -mor~ that would mclude all but the most wealthy c. _ ·• 
ceptable and must be rejected: . · · ' and aristocratic of male \vhite Anglo-Saxon Prot- , · • .. : · 

Advocates of reparations are asking'tor pay- ~tants. Many o~ thes~ groups_.wo~d be able to · ' · . .,· . _. •··, ; 
men ts of up to $25,000 to each former internee in a _. __ oemo~strate a history of · depnvatrnn at ._least l}-5 
program that would cost about $3 billion, and a egregious .as that of the Japanese-Americans. . _ 
congressional committee is currently holding , _It is depressing to look back on such.a long and 
hearings (including one scheduled· for Sept. 24 iIJ 1 

· costly history of injustice, and doubly depressing . 
Chicago) on the subject. . to realize that the injustices were so immense 

It is not that $25,000 is too much; in all probabil- that recompense is impossible. Yet Americans · 
ity it is far less than the average economic loss surely have a better record than most, and a . 
per · internee_ even without adjusting for ·interven- · greater willingness to right the wrongs of the 
ing -inflation. And $25,000 certainly bears no rela- · . past. The best we can do now is to acknowledge I 
tion to the enormity of the injustice. Who can put -- the wrongs · committed against Japanese- · 
a .price on freedom? .· 1 ..,. .Americans, and pledge that they will never recur. [ 

The proble.m is that this country- or any other .The debt ·must be paid_ with· conscience, not with . 
country - simply cannot come up with the cash cash. 

I 
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~Law," said Euge~e R6~;w,•;;h·~s'nohighe
0

( • what x"n.ost Ain~ricqns cam~ to s~e _as a ID:iS~ 
duty than to acknowledge its own errors." take

1 
if no~ a crim~. By 1948 26,000 m~ernees 

The year w~s_' +952 and -tqday's-head of the , bad :_submitt~d claims for c~mpensat10n: By 
Arms Control arid Disarmament' Agency, 1958, S:~8 million had been paid m reparations 
then dea:n·of the Yale_Law'School, was talking .- arid citiz_enship-·had been restored _to 4,000 
about a Supreme Court _decisio~ ruling un-: _; Japanese-Americans deprived of it in the '40s. · 
constituti6na1 · the .':statutes > preventing - - In the yearsthat followed, civil service and -: 
Japanese-Americans from owning land in · '. social" security rights were retroactively ·:: 
California. : ·.- · -:<. ·: -: c- ... -, ·· . <·. _.. · -· . granted to those who lost their jobs in the ~ _ 
, Through · Congress· and ' _ the executive _··~ internment program. Those whose bank de- I 
branch as well as the courts, the federal gov- posits were seized got their money back. -1 -
ernment has acknowledged a good many er~ The demand for further reparations goes 
rors toward ' Japanese-Ani·ericans over the on, ho~ever, spurred by President Jimmy , . 
'last 35 years. It's still at it. · _ · · · ;: ' Carter's 1980 formation of a commission to . 1 

The wrongs that hav~ so strongly_ engaged · investigate the internment program. aD<;l no ,• 
the American consci~nce have to do with the _ one who has seen the sad, betrayed faces in ,' 
internment of niseC or first-generation citi- photographs of .the camps can resist a desire ·· 
zens of Japanese extraction, during .World .to make upto the manythoroughly American .• 
War II. In ·the panic that followed the JaJr · _ nisei for what they suffered at the hands of · ' 
anese attack ·on Pearl Harbor, Americans in · thefr fellow-citizens. · .. : ~; 
general and Westerners _in particular became __ -- The_ ori.ly trouble is that the-groups pressing fj 
terrified at th_e thought of the large numbers : .. Japanese-American claims have fallen into .

1

~. 
of ethnic Japanese living on the Pacific coast. . patterns typical of our time. They're asking ;; _ · 
Fear persuaded the wartime governm~nt that 1or affirmative action: programs for nisei, ap- :_. · 
it was necess~ry Jor_ national security _to_ get . pointments-t6 high office on a quota basis and ,, 
Japanese-Americans away from what might -compensation for people who were arouncl ~.1 
. become invasion beaches. ' • Hiroshima and Nagasaki when the first atom- i . · 

Mor.e than 100,0.90 wer-e rounded up and im- .- · ic Bombs fell , whether or not their medical 
prisoned behind barbed wire in C~lifornia · problems are directly:trace~~le to the explo- , 
and Colorado. They had to leave Jobs and · sins.. _ · . · · 1 
homes, ?ften selling valuabJe property at dis- · Some demands are suffid~tly far removed : l 
tress pnces. There was no attempt to separate_--· · from any actual · hardships endured by : 1 

those whose sympathies were "".ith_ the Unit- Japanese-Americans tliat even- S~nat_or : 1 

ed States from those on the Axis ,side: Hayakawa has been embarrassed by t]lem. :_ 
Even before the war was over, there were They are less the outcries':of wronged people • 

Americans who objected. Colorado's Gover- than efforts at political cpndemnation._ - . -/ 
nor Ralph Carr welcomed the evacue(=S and Hindsight would argue with President Ger- · 
kept many out of the internment camps. As ald FordJhat the internment was ua national · 

· early as 1948, Oscar Chapman, then undersec- mistake." Justice would argue the worth­
retary of interior was calHng for compensa- whileness of spendJng inohey to undo the_ ill 
tion for internees. ..,:~,.. ,. • · -effects of the error, Nothing argues for a quo-

Later, the governme~t _tr'ied to make up for ta approach to the atonement. · 
. ~ ~: ~:· __ · . . .... . . . 

I 
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~- l . -. _ ··:=-:: :-:-:-~•~ , . tailed thi.A.ssociatlon for .Historical . n __ Im~ . :~-, --- ' .-- - ,·_: Accuracy which opposes use of the ; 
~~·"'-~1~':_::-: ,<:- r: _-};.' /· ; . ., ..... _ :· ~; --term "concentration camp"-in de-~; Internment of "~ scn'bing the camps to w~ch nearly 
r ___ . __ , . , . . _: _ ._:: ~- 120,000 Japanese-Amencans we_~ 1 
,: . - ·.. - ,_. · -~-r ·" ·• - .. ,__~ --~....._-. . .senl After trying to grab some pa: , Japanese Ill . pers from Kawaminami and shout- ! 

_ . · · ing "communists'.' they were forcib- 1 
· - · ly evicted by security guards, but : 

War Deplored ·w~~~:~:t:ie,an~identifi~ 
, _ " . man, wearing an American flag m 

1 • '° • o I his lapel, shout.ed "When Japs move 
By JUDITH MICHAELSON, in whites move out ... Justice for 

LA Times Staff Writer . all." However, }1e quieted down and 
·- stayed for the remainder of theses-
Former · Supreme Court Justice sion. · . · · · · ;. -·:,, · . 

Arthur·J. Goldberg said Wednesday Goldberg s~d \t-was not imper- · 
that · Japanese·-Americans were: tanthow the'camps were described . . : 
forced to evacuate their homes and '.'The fact 6f the matter is people ; 
relocate during World War II es- ' were put1>ehii1d barbed wires, sen- · 
sentially because "their color was . tries were posted and they were put 
different." ; __ in inadequate barracks, not suitable : 

"The Germans, the Italians were - for.human habitation," he said, · , 
not put in camps, except a1 few Besides monetary compensation : 
shown to be disloyal, but there was which will be determined by Con- ' 

- no mass evacuation," declared gress after ·the commission makes 
. Goldberg, a panel member of the its report next January, Goldberg 

national · cormrri;ssion investigating _ said "our government ought to apo­
, the evacuation of J apanese-Ameri- . . · logize; Both the · Congress and the 
·: cans and their bid for reparations. · President recognizes it made this 

"There was a serious violation of ··profound· mistake · and that it shall 
civil rights of loyal (Japanese) never happen again." 
Americans, none of whom proved to '--.---- · _____ __ . . ___ _ -- -
be disloyal," be , told an overflow 
crowd of mostly Japanese-Ameri-
cans on the second of three days of 
hearings in Los Angeles. 

Goldberg's remarks came about 
30 minutes after two women inter- . 

· rupted the testimony of James Ka-
. waminami, president of the lOOth/ 
.442nd Veterans Association of 
Southern California. The women, 
Lillian Bake"t .of Gardena and Rach­
el Kawasaki, who lives in the Fres­
no · area, are members of a group 

-~. -- - - -------- .. - · ----
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-H:ow:~a~~yiu~p1lt a price Ori~ 
'oc.. H: • S t+y:\ ·142d ~~e~~ Combat T~~ ma°dl op . _c En~ ·as be was in these duties:·as r \ Q 
: :y l\eil A. Grauer · :_-.- ,, __ ;!lltirely of Japanese Americans, fought , wel~ as a subsequent study of land conser- 1 00 

00 
- y • .n .. ""-' I .... ,!'. , 1aJ~tly . in France and Italy, .becomin_g ·_. ~ation pro~--?1": _Eisenhower says _in I 

U 7 · • . o . - . · ,.. Joe oft.he most decorated units in AJDeri.. ·- - ·--~ - · I 
Congress, with i~ superb insllilct for _ ~'?1 . mllil:3ry history. However, the Japa- his book ~at he· was ~nly faintly aware of : 

( 1nvening the superfluous to confirm the 1~se Americans were _barred from the Pa." the growing xenophobia on the West Coast 
, 1vious. has created a commission to ~ific theater of operations. · an~ was complete!~ unprepared for th_e 

:idy the monumental injustices pe _ _ There are ironies, too, in the convening assignment he received when the pres1-
ated on the Japanese-American co=. Jf the new commisssion. . · · dent summoned him to the Ova! Office in 

.. . ty during World War II. ~-• Its creation grew out of a bill intro- early March. 1942. T~ere a grlill: blood-
No one seriously contends now that the ~l u~ed . by Representative Michael E. sho.~-e~ed FDR gave h1m_a blunt or:der: . 

rnluntary evacuation of approximately J o~ry _ (D. Wash.) during the 96th Con- . ~hlton,. your war Job, starting !ID· 
:0,000 Japanese Americans some 70 000 :r~. a Democratic-controlled body tech- med1at~ly, IS to set up a War Relocation 

, : them native-born citize~, from · their , 1i.c~lly under th~ influence of_ Jimmy Cat· Autho~ity to m?~e the Japanese_ Ameri­
i >mes on the West Coast and their reloca- : ei:, a_ hu1'.1an nghts champion. The bill cans o._f the Pac1f1c :oast. ! ha~e signed an 
, Jn in .:.hastily " constructed internment -~as a s_tra1ghtforward proposal to provide executive order w~1ch will give you the 
l unps in the interior was anything but a ::none~ ry compensation for th_e internees, necessarr leg~l assIStance _and the.Se:re­
; :ievous mistake and a horribly dark e i- . '. vh? suffered much more than Just the ma- tary of\\ ar will help you with the physical 
• .Jde in American history. . _ p ·.en.al losses of shops that were vandal- . arr~ngeme~ts. . 

When it issues_ its report by J anuary 15, :z~, farms ~n~ orcha_rds that went ~o seed A~d _Milton, : . ;. the greatest possible 
:82, the nine-member Commission on :rnd ~ce-thnvmg busmesses that withered speed IS imper~tive. . . 

• 

• 

· artime Relocation and · Internment of ,:md di_ed. It was the f~t, and only, time Dr. µs-
t ,vilians dutifully will declare as much. It ~-Co.But Mr; Loh w_ry's bill languished, given enho_:er t!o~~t/imself reluctant to do the • -- . 9'\ .. 
:,. something that has been thoroughly- ; n~ess_s e~_1tancy_ to a:t as a sort of pr~1 en s I mg. _ ,. . .. . '-' 
'- ·:en exhaustively-documented in such .,udge m any kind of heanng that could . __ I was deeply troubled. he ~rote. M) 
: ~fty tomes as the official U.S. 'Army his- . _ - - =~~t:n_c~s told me th~J. th~ c~urs.:.. ~ e-were, . 

: .. ry of the war, "Gu~.rding the Uni~ed :\lr:Gt ~u~r _is a Baltimore writer . . _ _ . embarked on was an extre_me o~e. But I j 
:· .ates and _Its Outposts, and such pensive - . . ,, . . · m~t confess that I spent little time pon-
; >0ks as Bill Hosokawa's "Nisei, the Quiet provide c~mpensation, expl~med Robbie dermg the moral implications of the·presi- • J 

.. :nericans," a chronicle of the American- Alm, an aide to Senator Dame! K. Inouye · dent's decision. We were at war. our na-·; . 
: )rn children of Japanese immigrants the (~, Hawaii), a proponent of the commis- lion had been viciously attacked without : 
~..sei. . ' s10n; _ . _ . warning. We were badly mauled by the ! 
. 1:° retrospect. the wartime hysteria fol- Now Congress, m a budget-_cutting Japanes_e forces and the enemy had been : 
; -wing the attack on Pearl Harbor that led mood, may n~t _be nearly as predisposed . rampagmg almost without resistance in , 
. resident Franklin D. Roosevelt to sign toward authonzm~ compensation fo_r a 40- the southwest Pacific .. ; · . President ' . 
. ,e executive orders that authorized the year:old human nghts outrage as 1t was Roosevelt was commander in chief and he 
· cclusion of the Japanese-American from when the issue first was raised. - had.given me my war assignment. I was · 
. ,e P_acific coast and their confinement in . • !he. ~o~ssion bills itself a~ the determin·ed to carry _it out as effectively 
: .e rnternment camps abounded with fl.I'St 'Off1c1al federal study of President and humanely as possible." _ 
.. onies. Roosevelt's decision to sign Execufiv~ ?r- . Of course, in time it became appalling- . 

• J . Edgar Hoover, the Federal Bureau der 9066 on February 19, 1942, authorlZlDg 

I 
ly clear that the Japanese Americans on · 

1• E.Inves,igaticn director, opposed the relo- ~e exclusion of "any_ or all" persons, not the West Coast had nothing to do with our 
• 1tion program, insisting the FBI had the Just_ Japanese Am~ncans, from certain desperate military situatioliin the Pacific, 
, :ternal security situation well' in hand designated . "military· areas" (which . the but the public outcry ·against them was 
. Jd no evacuation was necessary. entu:e West .Coast w~ declared), and Ex· furious. 

• Earl Warren, then the attorney gen- · ecuti~e Order 9102, signed~ month la~r, : By_ the time President Roosevelt gave 
• :-al of California and later a U.S. chief creating the War Relocation Authonty1 Dr. Eisenhower his marching orders, the 
: IStice whose name became synonymous (WRA) to handle the placement of those process of Japanese-American evacuation 
, :ith civil rights, cried for the swift evacuated by the military. , already was under way, propelled by the · 
; ~moval of all Japanese Americans from Yet .the commission has chosen to over- insistence in certain . military quarters 

. 1:.:lifornia. He argued, curiously, that the look a po~ible witnes~ living~ little_more that it -was essential for national security, 
.ihence of any sabotage there following than 40 rrules up the h1gh~ay m Balt1_more as we~ as _the al~o~t unanimous urgings 
: :ie Japanese empire's attack on Pearl who could provide a special perspective to of Califorma pol!lic1ans and the national 
l !arbor was ''the most ominous sign in the ~ ~ ~ Dr._ ~1ilton · S. · Eisenho!_e_s : press that it bad to be done immediately. ; 
·. ,hole situati?n." president emeritus of the Johns Hopkins "As I left the_White House on that blus- ·i 

"We are Just bei.I?g lulled into a false University, a man whose government ser- tery ~arch day it was clear to me that the I 
: ~r.se of security," Mr. Warren darkly vice spanned five decades under eight U.S. question was n_o_t whether to evacuate the . 
,.-arue~ a cong_ressional committee. presidents and who, for three anguished, Japanese Amen_cans .. .. but rathe_r ~ -· 
. • \\ alter Lippmann, the sober, scholar- exhausting and frustrating months was to ~rry o_ut their relocation to the mten-
. : newspaper cc,lumnist, joined journalis- the first director of the WRA: . or, Dr. EJ.Senhower wrote . 
. ~ hands ~ ith vitriolic . commentator Perhaps it is just as well. Dr. • Eisen- . ~!ready_ the West Coa~t, a center of 
. , estbrook P ~gler and the legendary hower, now .81 , is not disposed to rehash rruh~ry ~c_raft pr~uction and naval 
; ;x>rts columnlS~ Damon Runyon (not pre- the details of what he long has called the ~nd o~ -~aci11ties,_was ID the proc~ of be­
, isely a deep thmker) to call for the rapid "terrible tragedy" of the evacuation and mg dmded up into 108 strategic areas 

r ~moval !rom the, West "of all those who internment, and he declines to comment -
-.. re techm~ll~ enemy aliens." · on the key issues of reparations. But in his · from which the Japanese Americans were 

- • ~he op1D1?ns of Army and Navy lead- 1974 book, "The President Is Calling,''. Dr. to be excluded. The Issei, Japanese-born 
• rs. still sma:fu1g over the surprise attack Eisenhower left no doubt about his feeF longtime residents who wei:_e denied the 

_n Pearl Ha_roor, were divided on whether ings regarding a decision and program he right to become citizens by archaic immi­
ne evacuation was necessary. Gen. Mark believes were "an inhuman mistake." gration laws; Nisei, their American-born 
:lark told a congressional committee the In his book, Dr. Eisenhower described children, and Kibei. American-born Japa­
hances of a Japanese invasion of the "the most difficult and traumatic task of nese who were educated in Japan, already 
,'est Coast w~re "nil," and Adm. Harold my career." undertaken on the direct or- were being uprooted and placed in ram­
!._ Stark. ch1ef of naval operations, ders of, President Roosevelt. whom he shacklt! relocation centers set up at race 
·greed. . knew well and admired greatly. tracks and other thoroughly· inadequate 

, Those ":'~o called the evacuation a mat- At the time of Pearl Harbor, Dr. Eisen- .fac-ilities. 
· -~r of "mili tary necess_ity" prevailed, but bower was head of the Department of Ag• The reasons behind the e\·acuation 

here De\'er was serious consideration riculture's Office of Information and co- were the fear of sabotage in the event of 
;1ve~ by a ny of them to evacuating the ordinator of the department's Office of an invasion. the claim that loyal and dis­
ons1de~ably larger Japanese-American Land Use Planning. He also was l\1r. loyal Japanese could not be distinguished 
.opulation in Hawaii, where the surprise Roosevelt's personal troubleshooter in 1 "A Jap -is a Jap," was the chillingly suc­
:ttack actua lly occurred. On the island of broader organizational areas in the feder- c:inc:t contention of Gen. John DeWitt. 
Jahu alone. _there were about 118,000 Jap- al government. Following the outbreak of chief of the Western Defense Command.>, 
.:-:zse Amencans-98,000 of them citizens the war, Mr. Roosevelt asked Dr. Eisen- and the bt::lief the Japanese Americans 
·nd 20:000 ?f them aliens-more than on bower to make a study of t!le govern- themscl\·es were endangered if they were 
he: ent'.r~ V. est_ Coast. ment's war-related informatitriprograms, not moved i::iland. 

• \\ h1le their families remained in the and he went to work on the r rt that re- Dr. Eisenhuwer relates how practically 

; 
_:::.i : __ _. __ 

. , ·. 

;., ~rnment camps. many draft-age N·isei sulted in the creation of the ffice of War e-\·ery a: ternpt he made to temper the 
-:i rn vc,l_unteered for military service. The Information (OWi). . _____ !.:~r~l! nt'~ ~ r • h,. r ,,1, ,r,·, 1 \nn pr,,eran:_~,.-,._. ____ __ __ _ f --
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the~ -wo~!'!D. -,i!id drildm,> ~ ~l:ll' ~~ · l :phrase, · "struck· odt for freedom."'. either 
. the~~ i out ~f ~O l!l~~t.ain : joining the military or: usin·g ·the ,WRA~Sl 

states _re~ed,_a~t ~olen~~;_hls pro- •. relocation program_,to 'find ne~ homes 1n ·: 
posal ~or;.:-~tablishing small, -Civi~an ~ ·I stales ranging from · :Wisconsin 'to .. -tlJe :( 
servat.ion_ ;,C~s-style camps m their · Carolinas, abandoning any plans to return ; 
states from which the evacuees could be .. to the West. · · - : • . · : · · ' :/ 
blended _into ~e·private a~·_cu!~ura.l work J'., · . Just before Dr. Eisenh_ower 1ef~ the .'. 
force. ,'. "' -' · · • A ,rl,.., ·• . ·· · .. , . , WRA, the Japanese-Amencan Advisory 
- One governor he--~ 1th "walked ! Committee which be had established at : 

close to me.shook his fist in my face, and · the .beginnlng of the relocation prqgram, · 
gr?wled through cl_enched teeth: 'If you ' gave him a 50-year-old bonsai, a minia- i 
~nng the Japa.~ese mto m~ state, I prom- ture sculptured pine tree, "to indicate the ; 
1se you they will be hangmg from every conviction . . . that I had done all I could . 

· tree!' " · in their interest in view of the executive '. 
When · some 3,500 Japanese."American order for evacuation and the hosille atti- " 

college students faced an. abrupt en~ to tudes then prevailing in the western half 
their ~ucation ~use of the evacuatio_n, : ·of the country." That expression of ap-

1 Dr. EJ.senhower tried to set up a commit- ; predation is his only pleasant memory_ of 
1 tee of leading eaucators to help_ rel~~te '. a ghastly experience. · 

the students in colleges and umv~rs1ties_ ' "The evacuation of the Japanese : 
throughout the country . ., _ ~ . ' Americans need not have happened," Dr . . 

"I must confess that I am still dis- ; Eisenhower wrote. "If public officials bad ; 
· tressed by the excuses I ~.eceiv~ from the proyided strong and positive leadership a/t ; 

-educators I approached, Dr. EISenhower the • outset · they might hav!! calmed the 
wrote. "All declined." , public. If the media had been responsible 

Only the tireless work of Clarence . they could have· cooled instead of intjted 
Pickett, a prominent Quaker leader con• : passions. If the military bad been more ef- , 
tacted by Dr. Eisenhower, led to the I fective, it might bave assessed the situa- '. 
f?rmation ~f the ~ational Stude~t Rel~- i tion' more objectively arid, :thus, · not have j 
tion Council, which succeeded m findmg : pressed for evacuation. . . . . . If those clos­
schools where the students could complete : est to the president had given him better : 

· their studies. ·j advice, perhaps he would .have decided 
. The evacuation gained an_ inexora~le : differently. If the president had · asked ·J 

momentum and the only pracbca_l solution harder questions, ,demanded ·better infor­
for it appeared to be the creation of 10 . mation, been more skeptical. perhaps he 
relocation camps: Manzanar, Poston and i would have overruled those who counseled 
Tule Lake in California; Hart Mountain in I mass evacuation." ' -- ·----- - --- .· - - -~--------\ 

Wyoming; Minidoka in Idaho; Topas · in ! . Mr. Roosevel~ preo<'!cupied wit~ the ; 
Utah· Gila River in Arizona and Granada problems of wagmg a global war. simply 
Roh;er and Jerome in ~k'imsas. Thes~ ; did not give much thought to th~ plight of 
were built on bleak government - land : the Japanese Americans, Dr. EISeflhower : 
scheduled for _de.velppment ~ projects. l· says. · 
There, the evacuees could work and share i · The· new commission is unlikely _. to I 
in the profits, Dr. Eisenhower says. But '. come up with a more concise ·explanation : . 
e\'en his proposal that workers in .the : than Dr. Eisenhower's of the reasons be­
camps be paid the ·prevailing minimum \ hind the reloc:ation program. However. its • 
wage was rejected by Congress, which de- ' advocates contend a thorough, "officia!" 
creed that the internees receive only the . inquiry' into what happened is needed m 
meager wage paid inductees in the mill- . order to prevent any recurrence of such 
tary. · . . · · . : an episode, as well as to address the net- · 

The camps still were µnder ~onstruc~ ! tlesome question of what sort of. repara- ; 
tion when _FDR . again called ~r. Eisen• ; tions, if any, are due those who suf!ered. j 
how er , to b1:' offic_e and asked him ~o be- . During his brief period as head of the 1 
come associate director of the Office of WRA, Dt. Eisenhower obtained the agree- I 
War Information, which he had just creat- •: ment of the Federal Reserve Bank in Cali- ; 
ed on the strength of Dr. Eisenhower's ; fornia to "do all it· could to protect the : 
recommendation four months earlier. Dr. · physical assets of the evacuees." . · 
Eisenho..,u agreed and suggested that , . · ·· 
Dillon s. Myer. a former colleague of his ; . Compe~t1on for th_e loss of property 
in the Department of Agriculture, be cho- IS ?ot the ISSue _now. It IS paym~nt for the 
sen as his successor at the WRA. r.1r. Mver Pl!lD and suffenng of the relocation, a sum 
headed the relocation authority for its "re- . suffi~ient to_ c~nfirm the fedei:-al ~overn­
maining three years. ment s adrruss1on that what 1t did was 

On December 18, 1944, the U.S. Su- wrong and should never be repeated. 
preme Court handed down apparently con- _Everyone agrees th~t what happened 
tradictory decisions in two separate cases to_ the ~apanes~ Ar_nencans was a gr~ 
regarding the evacuation and internment miscarriage of Justice, and more than 30 
program. In one it unanimously upheld the years ago the !ederal gove~ent made 
president's right to order the Army to ex- an effort-albe1_t extremely madequate-

. elude the Japanese Americans from spe- to make some mo_netary amends. 
cific military areas: it ruled 6-3 in another The real question that faces the present 
that a demonstrabl): loyal Japanese Amer- . ~ommission, and _ultimately the_~n~ess. 
ican could not be held in -an internment IS. whether there IS a statute of limitations 

_ camp against his will and could come and on injustice . 

. -- --- ------~-- - ---

-- --- - - - •---- - - 1 - - ---- , ____ _ -
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By KENNETH REID s· f ' . • . 'h ." · ... • ':/ t' h. · . . I . · .· ····:: .. an A111ericarr,'.'. said the native of Auburn; · · OrleS ( (On IC e e W(eC <age · · Wash."Ifellllkelwaslheenemy." 
They were ordered lo leave lhcjr . . · . . · , Komelani, who testified before the 

homes, pack whatever belongings they 

1
. · . .1 : i · d . ·. f · . · , /' .. · ,, , .. · : · nine-member. commission's initial hcar-

coul_d and board trains bound for concen- o businesses. an . pr, v ate Ives ·· '.· ·: ·, · · ing last n_ionlh in Washi~~ton., o.q.,,. sa(d 
trat1on camps. , , . . . · , · .the question .of redress Just d1dn t· hap-

. Some never returned lo the busi- . . . . . . . · , . . : : . . . . J · ,.. . · pen overnight," noting the ·JACL .and 
. nesscs, farms and lifestyles they estab- m these fac1hllcs were Japanese-Am.en- ; C1llzens ~eagul! ( A9L). Th_e ,,_JACL, :- many Japanese-Americans have debated 
lished .before World War II. Some could cans, many of whom came to t\1e Un~ted whose_ national headquarters 1s m ~an • the issue for years. ··. , · · · 
not regain what they left behind. Slates in search of a democratic society · . Francisco, pushed hard for the formatt.on . · . . 

Aboard . the trains, blinds were where they could lead Jives _withourfear · of the commission and favors redress, , . '. · Re
2
locaht10hRcam~ m

1
to ~emgd.oEn Feb. 

closed so they could not see which towns of government oppression:,-,. : ·.· :.: · • •; .!'The o_nly ~ay I would feel cleared,, . 1.9,: 194 .w en ooseve _t.;Signe . xecu: ,· ; 
th d A ed soldiers stood be- . · .. . . , . · · , . . . · up about tlus 1s 1f t~ere was. some mone- · t_ive Order 9066, authonz(ng _the mtern 

ey passc · rm . · , .· • · · , • ·• , • . ·· · . · tar restitution" he added . , , ·. ,. , ment of second gencrat1011 Japanese-
tween cars. And when they arrived at the · .. This year, nearly 40 years _af~e(the Y . ' . . •,. i · , : • · ' · • American!\ ,born in the ·united · Sfates, 
camp~, they saw even · more _guards Japanese attack on P_e:irl Harb6r which ' A chemist at Bell Labs in Murray::, "known as . 1"nlssei,'.' and non•cllizens, 
stand mg at .watchtowers, gua rd mg the led the Roosevelt Administration to relo• · Hill, Kometani lives in a ranch house on a .. those born 'In Japan , who Immigrated to 
wo?den barracks that ~vould become cate 120,000 West Coast • resider ts of well-maintained piece of.land with his ; this country krtown as "issei." · . ': ' . 
their homes. ; . Japanese ancestry, se.veral groups; , in- . wife, Janet, and four children. Kometani · ·, ·Japanese-Americans · in Haw a Ii 
. ' But these scenes; which might seem eluding New Jersey residents who li,vcd is active in the community, having once ,. ·,were not interned, as martial law was 
strikingly familiar to Holocaust ·survi- ' . i~ concent~at\on camps_, are asking a spe- , ~erved as a Republican co11:1mitt~eman . declared on the islands .after ·Pearl Har-
v ors, were not in Germany, Poland or · c1al comm1ss10n esfabltshed by Congress . 1p Somorset County, and h~ 1s cha1rma!). ·bor, and persons of Japanese ancestry ·, 
other parts of Naz\-occ~pied Europe. .. to c_ompensate those who_ w~r,t?. interrie_d · of the W,arr.en Zoning Board ;of. ~djus~~.i 'livin~· outside of'the West ~oast ~ere n?t , 

· The camps, m this case, were not durm~ World War-II. · · .. · : ·:· ·. . . · ment. ' . . . · . .. •·· · : ,' Imprisoned because : they were-.few ,m 
the death camps of Auschw,itz or Treblin- . ·. . . 'This is not a Japanese1J\merican ·. , · ·, But Kometani: 46, ,contends he and .' .. number, Kometani said. :·; • ·. ·: · 
ka. These centers went ~Y. such names as issue, · but an · American is_s~e,''. ' said . · nis _parents suffered from the cai:np ex- ( . • 1: In ,addition, Aleuts · living ,.:on ·the 
Granada, Manzanar_, M1mdo~a and Tule Thomas Komct~ril of Warren, a m~mber · pene,ryce, ,a~_thougl1.:;~e ;\Y,~,tYo~qg~J tht? . ~teutian Islands'off:o~ Alaska wer~ relo-
Lake and they were m the Umtcd States. . of the board of dtrectof's of the New York time. · .- : · "'"'• •.',· ; \1:\f. . . · · . · . · · ·· , . ·· · 

The people who were concentrated .:irea chapter_ of the Japane~e-~mcrica11 . ".The camp made me.fet?l .I w,1s nol (Continued on next page/ 
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/ (From preceding page) 
cated tocamps. 

Many". contend that Roosevelt, 
through the Emergency Detention Act 
which empowered him to order the relo­
cation, yielded to political pressure and 
tlie fears of many Westerners who be­
lieved the large Japanese population was 
loyal to Japan's imperial aims. 

Cromwell Mukai of Berkeley 
Heights noted his father, an issei, was 

' · placed in ~ camp in Montana run by the 
· Justice Department ''because he was a 
leader in the Japanese-American com­
munity'' in Spring Valley, Calif. . · 

\ 

But Mukai's mother, though born in 
Osaka, Japan like her husband, was sent 
to one of 15 relocation camps run by the 
·Department of the Interior' with his 
brothers and sisters: .: 

Kometani and Mukai note that citi­
zenship was denied by U.S. law to per­
sons born in Japan, explaining why many 
camp inmates were considered aliens. 

• • •• 
. Japanese-American cittzens were 

rounded up under the supervision of Lt. 
Gen. John DeWitt, commander of the 
Western Defense Command, whose 
· statement, "a Jap's a Jap, it makes no 
difference whether the-Jap is a citizen or 
not," has been used bftbe JACLto high- . 
light what it believes to be underlying 
racism in the relocation effort. . 

Suspicion leading to a West Coast 
"yellow scare" also promulgated the.FBI 
to question certain Japanese-Americans 
believed to be spies_or sympathizers with 
Japan, theJACLclaims. 

"We had a family book burning ses­
sion," Kometani recalled. ''Rumor bad it 
that the FBI was searching homes and 
we burned everything -:- records, p:ci.pers, 
anything Japanese." ·. ·· 

"All my Japanese dolls were given 
to a white family," said Mrs. Kometani, 
44, who was born and raised in Salinas, 
Calif. 

••• 
While the camp experience of 

Japanese-Americans falls far from the 
tragic fate of Jews, Poles and other 
groups who were herded into concentra­
tion camps and tortured, and murdered 
by the Nazis, Kometani claims there 
were similarities. 

. "The words used by the Germans to 
explain the camps were the same words 
used by the American government," he 
said. "The common thread is that both 

' 

peoples (Japanese-Americans and Jews) 
were rounded up due to ancestry without 
any hearine;." 

Most Japanese-Americans inter­
viewed contend the camps were not bad 
plac;es to live, despite the community 
bath houses, straw mattresses, barbed 
wire fences and armed guards. . . 

But the bad aspects of being con­
fined, Kometani said, only recently have­
been discussed. The sons and daughters 
of camp inmates, he said, are taking an 
interest in the relocation, even so far as 
taking "pilgrimages to the camps." A 
poster which the government used order­
ing Japanese-Americans to relocate has 
. been reprinted and is sold in Asian novel­
ty shops in California, ·said Kometani's 
friend, Ron Osajima of Bridgewater. 

- .. . . 
. Mukai, . 64, research manager. at 

Printers' Service Inc. in Newark's Iron-· 
bound section, believes relocation was . 
not instigated by military necessity but 
because white farmers and businessmen 
in the West saw the Japanese erttrepre- · 
neur as a competitor. . 

. "I've always felt it was economics 
because the Japanese were very success­
ful farmers," said the father of four who 
spent a brief peripd in a camp, but could­
n't gain entrance to Ohio University as a 
stµdent during the war because it was 
near an air base. · 
~ Mukai noted 85.per cent of the truck 

. farmers in California before the war 
were Japanese. His father, however, had 
to have the children put the family farm 
in Spring Valley in their names because 
issei could not own land by state law. . . : . 

. Osajima.believes that Americans of 
Italian and German ancestry were not _ 
imprisoned during World War II · "be­
<:ause they were white. 

.J'I think it's plain old racism," said 
the 46-year-old computer software work- · 
er atBell Labs. 

Osajima believes his parents prob­
ably suffered the most after the war once 
released from Manzanar camp in Inyo 
County, Calif. "As a child of six, I didn't 
find it (camp) so bad," said Osajima, the 
father of two. "I didn't know what it was 
like until I was older. Then, I realized my 
dad was done in." -

He explained that his father, Haka­
ra, had a wboelesale produce business in 
Gardena, Calif., a middle class suburb, 
but sold the firm when the family was 

.•·· .. 

<;~ ~amp veterans 
R' 3 the only way tc . . . . I 

Cromwell D. Mukai of Berkeley Heigh 
ice in Newark, where he 

relocated. Before Hakara Osajima died I 
of a stroke long after_ the war, he was a 1 

peddler "selling fruits and vegetables off 1 

the back of a truck," said his son. 1 · 

Osajima said his mother had to 
work and the family of five moved after 
the war to the poor East Los Angeles 
neighborhood of Boyle Heights. His par­
ents, like Kometani's, kept the interment 
issue quiet. .. ·• 

Kometani said many families tried· 
to forget the camps, explaining why the 
redress issue was not voiced earlier. 

"It would be considered a 'loss of 

./ 

- - -- .. ... .. 
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ts works in his1ab at Printer's Serv­
' is research manager 

face' if you blamed your misfortunes on 
someone else," he said. "But if you took a 
poll among the 700,000 Japanese-Ameri­
cans in the country today, most would 
want redress." 

The Commission on Wartime Relo­
cation and Internment of Civilians is 
comprised of present and past members· 
of Congress and representatives of the 
legal community and other professions. 
Hearings began in Los Angeles last week 
and will move to San Francisco this 
week. The committee's final report will 
be issued to Congress next year, said a 
spokeswoman. 

------·· ---

' 

'Ruby Yoshimo Schaar, president of 
the .JACL chapter of New York, noted 
that most Japanese-Americans "are for -
monetary compensation, not necessarily 
individual payments." · . · 

the death camps. The JACL also says 
that the U.S. was ordered recently to pay 
$10,000 to each of 1,300 anti-Vietnam 
demonstrators who were falsely impri­
soned for\three days in Washington in 
1971. - · . -- · Another active group, the National 

Coalition for Redress and Reparations, 
has requested the commission to recom: 
mend $25,000 for each former inmate 
sWl living, noting many of those interned 
are in their 50s and 60s and some have 
died. 

- "In this country, money talks," said 
Schaar. "When it hits in the pocketbooks 
of every citizen, it's going to mean 
somethirng." · · . 

· The government, however, compen­
sated several camp inmates in 1952 for 
the $400 million in property the Federal 
Reserve Bank estimates Japanese­
Americans lost during the war_ But the-8-
cents_to· every dollar lost is not enough 
according to Charles Nagao of Vineland, 
who said he lost his drinking supply busi- 1· 

ness in Southern California. l 
Schaar, who contends she lost out on • • • 

a singing career due to the war although _ . · · Nagao was one of 4,000 Japanese-
she was not interned, said, "We'd like Americans who left the camps after the 
every American to know what it's like to war to settle in . ·Cumberland County 
live under democratic 'principles and see where they were welcomed by Seabrook 
it break down:" ' :... Farms Frozen Food Co., which needed 
. The denial of . due process to ·_ workersforitspackagirigplant · . _ 
Japanese-Americans as well as the loss _T_odar, orily 500 JaI;>anese-Amez:i-

. o_f _ _property · has spurred the redr~s ____ cans live ID Upper Deerfield Towns!rlp 
movement, Kometani said. He noted that where. the Seabrook company, -which-
the 1943 U.S: Supreme Court upheld the closed ID_ May, was locate!l Bu~ the JACL 

_relocation. He added· he believes. "there- . _chapter ID_ So~th. Jers~y, ID which Nagao 
has to be some legislation coming out of s~rv~d tw~c~ as president, has ~ ac­
this (the commission's study) to limit the bve 10 r~smg_ money _for the nationaj 
federal government from locking people JACL _which 15 steering the redress 
up out of fear." . ·. . . _ . , c~mpaign. , .. . _ . 

But compensation may be deemed ~agao do~n t be~eve _ Japanese-
too costly by a Congress which has al~ -~ericans are Just seeking w~ ~.f ge;­
ready approved budget cuts and a tax cut tmg money out of the ~overnme~l Bas1-
program. "Not all in embers of Congress_ cally, what we w?uld like to receive from 
feel compensation is feasib1e," noted the government IS an a~kno~Iedgement 
Susan Wrenn, a spokeswoman for the in• th.at ~ey w~re wro~g, VIOlatin~ our ~on-
ternment commission. stitution~ nghts by IDcarcera~g !!5 ID~o 

"It's not so much feeling against camps without charges or trial, said 
cmnpensation or whether it's appropri• Nagao,. w~o h!3-S _wor~ed for Wheaton 
ate, but whether a monetary value can be 1ndustnes m ~!ville smce 1964. . 
placed on what's been lost " sne explain- For Osap.ma, an apology from the 
ed . -' government ts not enough "if someone 

· puts you7n jail for three_ years just be-
• • · • cause yoti are what you are." · . '· 

Sen. S.I. Hayakawa (R-Calif.), a But the government has made some 
Japanese-American, said at hearings in concessions to Japanese-Americans. The. : 
Los Angeles last week that the demand Emergency Detention Act was repealed 
of $25,000 a person makes "my flesh in 1971 and former President Gerald 
crawl with shame and embarrassment." Ford rescinded Roosevelt's executive 

The senator, who lived in Canada 'order. But the Komet.anis, Osajimas, Mu-
during the war and was not interned, be- kais and others wonder whether another 
lieved the rel~ation '_'is easy to under- minority group will be relocated again 
stand" considering the strained relations unless Washington is forced to pay for 
bet ween Japanese~Americans and whatthey contend were past injustices. " 
Whites in the West and fears that Japan "If you can violate constitutional 
would attack California. · rights the way it was done in 1942, you 

Komet.ani believes compensation is can do it.again," said Mukai. "And I sure 
not unprecedented, noting West Germa- would like some guarantee that this 
ny has c-nrnpensated Jews who survivea doesn't happen again." 

I 
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~ The San Die9o Union's Ins Semces 

Sen. S.I. Hayakawa, fighting to re­
tain his seat, was heckled yesterday 
when he was the only Japanese­
American appearing in Los Angeles 
before a federal commission to op­
pose some form of reparations to 
those relocated to detention camps 
during World War II. . 

Asserting such demands "make 
my flesh crawl with shame and em­
barrassment," Hayakawa, who was-a ,.: 
Canadian citizen at the time, conced­
ed the internment violated civil 
rights but insisted it was understand­
able because of the mood of the 
times. -:u' 

"Against a background of almost 
100 years of anti-Oriental agitation 
throughout California," · Hayakawa 
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said, "it is easy to understand that • ~ 
the attack on Pearl Harbor aroused ' t­

in the people of California, as well as , 
elsewhere, all the superstitious, rac-- '. 
ist fears that had been generated 
over the years, as well as the normal 
insanities of wartime." 

To scattered jeers from the ·packed 
hearing room, Hayakawa suggested 
the Japanese-Americans bad . to be 
put in the camps for their own pro­
tection and said the only action he 
would favor to remedy the wrong 
would "be a joint resolution of Con­
gress apologizing to them." 

Commission member William 
Marutani, a judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas of Philadephia Coun- , 
ty, Pa., ridiculed Hayakawa's sugges­
tion that an apology would be suffi-
cienl · 

Marutani, a Japanese-American, . 
asked, "Would you then suggest this 
same form of redress across the 
board - whether someone is 
wronged by an individual or a 
coprporation - simply a piece of 
paper saying rm sorry." 

"No," Hayakawa stammered, "but 
· that's a different situation." 

Hayakawa, being challEnged by 
members of his own party for re­
election, raised only $61,505 for his 
campaign as of the June 30 finance 
filing deadline. He bad spent $19,481 
leaving a balance of about $54,657. 

Hayakawa's report lists additional i\ 
fund-raising 'after the June 30 dead­
line, however, which lifts the total to 
$145,665. 

San Diego Mayor Wilson, who may 
drop out of the gubernatorial race 
and seek the Republican senatorial 
nomination, indicated in Washington 
yesterday that he would campaign 
gently against the 75-year-old 
Hayakawa. 

At a breakfast meeting with re­
porters, Wilson said Hayakawa had a 
"good" record and that he would 
make a decision on the Senate race 
within a month. 

Wilson said he bad a polite tel~ 
phone conversation with Hayakawa, 
who thanked him for telling him he 
might enter the primary field that 
could include Reps. Barry Goldwater 
Jr. of Woodland Hills; Paul N. (Pete) 
McCloskey of Menlo Park; Robert 
Deman of Santa Monica, and Presi­
dent Reagan's da~· ,_-;: "':.·.:.:-:": · · 
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_ . ~ t\!'!l~~ - -N?t all'Japaneie':..ltl1hed states, : r.o~d.ed up::. its~-)~q>>: teishi . saJd. "In · •moving to· the · < 
~ Am~cans believe thel.I'_ iµt~ent ·,J~ese pop~ati~°: .-:-~ re:-,o~ ~dwest and East Coast, they encoun: _I ~ 
. d~ World y.;ar II .v.:as a bad~- 'l()~'llie West'~~ 7 and ~~:m.~ ~~ terecfa· new set of problems. I have yet · LL 
~:P05.51bly the most pronunent_Amencan -•camps in the mte~. Canadian Japa- . . t anvone who resettled who felt I en 
f!>f Ja~ese anc~ says the incident ~ weren't allowed to reh.1!11""1? ~E?I"~(; ~o ~ee for ·the good ·or them. So~ of : 
-..!... 5t1bject of.hearings which open here:, -coJIUilunities until 19-19, se\'en:,s~ · - ~ v.as · ·very successful - I can see -<x 

. ·toda!, : --~ -~"-~ -_u¥~d-1·~r the e-,•acuation. •- ·- .._· - · -. 11:~~~a·s point But I think it's a 
.able T .at the1ime. - ... --~- - .: · -· -· -. ';,· :,;In the eyes..of·the JACL, Ha;:a}cawa:, . \onception of the effects of the 

Nor-d~ be f~vor.payrr,eut to those _- ~~'t exactly, e~d~r himselLto tbe,_'. _ nus tion.'' ~ 
·taken from the1.r V.·est.Coast homes •community when, m 1942, the.already'.: evacua . ..-
and put in barbed-v.ire camps in the ·'.- w~-known semanticist refµseq _ .. a re-,- · · Hayakawa's . _two Japanese Arne; - "¢ 

interior. The thought of reparations _·:· quest by that organizatioil_,to __ gq ~n_...~. _ can colleagues m ~he U.S. ~Mate, 5: · e> 
makes "my flesh cra;wl v.ith.shame and ,,speaking tour on behalf of the impris- , Daniel Inouye __ and ~park atsun g~ , . ~ if_ 
embarras.5rrient/' he says. · · · : ' ' o:ned Japanese· Americans. < :, , -• r :,· 1 botb of Hawau, d~lined to commen 

_- • • • • - ~, •• ,.; :- • '
0

' · _ ->~-, .. · ..:\ : 'The only • incident .approaching · much about the Califorrua senator: : _ 
.¥lb~ Calif<'>rnia Sen. STHayiliwa -~ :.~wl:iat we ,"ROW call :racism' happened: _ _ "We have ·a standing rule in .=, . 

-·.: makes :lus-'Statetneni: at the .h:eatjng .- :wi!}l my -· .draft · ·board," ·H;ryakaw[ ·. ·eongress:wedon'tmakestatemen:-5on 1 

:.:· -t;Oday, ,fus_,co~ents : ~ill .~--ety. ~~~~; recalled several .years ~go. ·:\~en my · _ our collea~ues," _· Inou~e said · m a 
•,:: an acrlmoruous·, bitter relationship _ number was called. I v.as classified as _ telephone mterVIew. But one can 

. _· : between himself: and a farge. segm~nt : .an ·enemy alien' (as were all ~rsons o_f .. ..reach his own conclusions." : . 
:,-:·of .. the Japanese American community _·_ Japanese an~ who wer~n t A:r~en- ._: · :: . , Jn contrast to Hayaka~·a statements . 

. over-the internment _and .redress carp- · can-bornl. Bemg at the time still a - '. on the subject of reparations, Matsuna-
;;. ·_p.µgn, ·_a,.-__ :-.~- .,-: :.> :-~:-"-; ~':".,; ;::• ;_. · .. . ~;1 · iC - di---, . . -----~- _ d--·- - - -:- . ;--- ' •, -g~ -said: "lf it (the government) deter- I 

~~ i -·':-'.ot----::com,se~.tne ' rel~ation'i.\,'aistin:~-: .. ana an-: .:c.~n an -proud cif it[ eJ -•. mines that compex15atory property 'I 
;_~ju~_:'tajt:'.~a_e{_!:he stress of:.'wartiine'-'. ~:;rrotesttn:.: ~:..:The, ~" w~..a~~•. ~-' d·a.mage and injury was inflicted on the: 
. , arup~ty and J:i~'.Slerj.¾ i!l. ~1 light of tbe_ , _ _-~ not~~ :~en~ it .. · _ .' .. · · ~:~ ·_ ':~•- citizens, the victi.mS s~o~d feel n_o __ 
• }JPng· ~cy,'-~f-)ilm-Oiierital·-agitatio?J .. t :. ;in _the PI:epared ·statement i:.~lga~<t,:::; shame (in ~ecei~ ~est1tut1onl. U_nder_, •; 
:''.:::.in~~a~and_'.t.be · West; ~ Jind lt j by l:µs Qfilce • yesterday, Hayakawa""'" the Arnencan Justice ~tern, . they {: 
< diffic4}t,.,-~.-irnagme what. else coulc}c'- li!sb_ed 0ut at ... tb,ru;e,, .. who.,,...term...a.lhe.... .. c. should be compensated if~!~ the · ' 
·\n,a~~~~~ ·that :wo~ -n-~t ~?1: :;;' · reloca~.ion centers· .. ~-o~.~erit_ratio_n find~'l-~-. _· ~---,-~:'--~~ 
i.!.J,i¢,e!!:many·tirnesworse: ,: -.. • - --~ ~amP:i. Todoso,hesaid, 1Ssemant1c-.r-Ma . . : ., ► 
- - · · ._--- ~--:-~-;:-- · --· _· ·. ·- ·- , ·- - · ". - jil{La~1on o,Upe most dishonest kind_ . tsunaga said he and Inouye ,\ 
.. ~F.or many -older ' Japanese; .the . ~ -. -ct' --=--· . --=== -----,= . ·e•a.- .·. ,--~~.-=• COnvmced Hayakawa -to co-sponsor the • 

:.relccitiOn -:tirrned ·_out' -to .lJe· a ~ f,-.-~ anU.Sa!:~mbp~.!~. equa~~ t~~-~-c~.<?-t~- ,! bill - with all the other Japanese 
.. : . .. . . : . l . . ears . or '"' . Lile_ . --g vernment ' to gej)OC!Udl . A . . . 
_- ~year -vacano~ .: from . ong ,:Y · · - ii;· actions of ·Nails·"- adainst' ' tlie ·::Jev.-s·::· mencan cong~essmen, ,ncludmg r. 

; .unrem1ttin_g_ work on f~ and_vege- T-··aw-ing the Hitler reoke." · 7 ' ,:_ . · , , .· Reps. Norm~ Mineta, San Jose, and 
: .table IDark~ts -~d on fishing boats - . ; .. _ ... ,· ~-- -. - - ;, , . -.>;· , Robert Matsw, Sacramento ..:.... creating ~ . 

. , -and they ~ . this l~isure ~cneco~. ~--- . He_ we~\ on . to .w_am .. Ja~ese .,-. ~he commission that's investigating the ·. :_ \ 
a.bd,reljYe the glori~ or_therr <!ul~~' .::- : ~e~ca~ who favor 'redress tha!-.- mternrnent. The bill was signed last 

r:·~H~~wa·~irlW:-1t~~~1 -~-~e live !-11 ::~ }ill,1~ -_when , A.~~ign _, :Year by then-President Jimmy Carter. 
,· '.1_.1y his-0fffce~>eSte~Yi,"J.1:~'. -::~-..,,.~.-.f.; mtlustry'. ,~ ... sez:19usJy ·tbreate~ed ., .]?y •. • · . . - . 
_ <: Those : vie-.\is;' ·or co~;>are-'·rioU- ~!Ja{,°anese C~I?petifi?~ m -au0m:o.lJµes,.;. _ 'We were SUI"?rised, if anY:~g. ~y 

.acceptabie to -those who have sought ,--:-steel, cameras_,,tele~:iswn an9 r~di,q ~ts,_}1~ co-sponsorship of the bill, said · \ 
· · the hearingS·bef ore the Commission on _ ---t:pe recorders an? watches.1 warn the · Okamura. -- _ · 

0 

• • 

\V . . - Relocation and Internment of . •,: J q-panese Amencai;i-s who... o .emand ,- The most recent tiff ~tween Hay-
~~ Ci:, .,;,-hic;:h is to re_port to Congress -::: . .a,~ut $3 billion of financial redress for :akav.:a and the c_ommuruty , oc~urred ' ' 
·; ' - ,._ .. h.,,,:-·.-- .-.- : --~- -~~, .. • :::e-.:_!mts of · 39 yean; ago, _iil .-._v.·liich ,'. last year ":'hen he_rntroduced a b~l that 
0~ wb~ _ t e_ ~~~~t ___ C$u~. -'.-i nobody is suffering _ today, that their ,woti.!d have permi~ted the d~tent1on of 
:~_hether. it,-"'~--unconst~~o~al __ -1!:~~~ j ;, rforts can· omy result in ' .a ·'t5kklash . ,Ira~an diplomats .. rn th~ Uruted States 
.v.:b~, some form of <;9.r_n~~tio~ ::-·, -' ag:;,a,,.st both-Japanese Arnerica,.'lS .and· ~ as enemy aliens until the hostages 
should be-av.~ed to the _~ One ,. Japan." · .. · _. , ... ,,.,;:,·:-:.-;:.~- _ :::::.- : .- :: : ·:· .. , were freed. · 
group, 1he-·Nation~ Coalition-iorRe=·~-J - He urged -Japanese ·Arneric~ .and •· Hayakawa initi~y d_emanded that 
dress and Reparations, wan~_~~:- _·.1 ."'black Americans a.-id Mexican Ameri: : thousands of Iraruans m the Uruted 
a;-ared~ to each person detained:"0

•·- , • cans and all other ethnic political . · St..!tes be penned up in ~mps like 
·-=· "In µ;:,$_::-Angeles, San.. Fnmciseti ::,.~ grou~" to "sto~ playing ethnic politics j th~ _ for Japanese Americans but 
Seattle, in the cities _ ,with sizable:,, :~ to gam something for our own group modified that stand later. . -~ 
~pan~ Arne~can corrirnunities,.w~t.,,.::., at ~he e>..-pe~_°.t ot~ers._''. , "Needless to say, .a mass detain­
you will ~ --lS~hat the sei;iator __ d_9:e;'k- _,: ,·.•:;Japanese Americans active•in the i ment, although permitted by law. 
nof t thin anJy way servArne as_ the SJ><?~-~~--- ,} redress campaign~ insist that the fact would no.~ hbe onde of the.,!iuggested .. 1 
-or e . apanese - . - encans_ ::-. Qn -~ -- --)that Havawaka -v.•as ·-neva- held- irr a - measures, e sai . 
or any other ~ue," said ~o~ 1':ateishi, • .. · camp has a lot t.o' 'do with his attitude. • "We were all opposed to it and 
redress coordinator for the Japanese,~ ,. ,- :::-.-'\' ~ h ...... - .-.. ·. · aghast he would make such a propos-
Ameri~_Citizens League. •:· , .. ··· - '· · ou ave to remember that Sen. al " said Okamura. 

• ''The ieiiar.or,·has ne;~te~~~,,. -·~~ ~:.akII·a~ ~d·.lS~larwi.uk· 
1
1\·~i:i -durk i.ng. '-forld ' The bill died in the Senate Judiciary 

. __ .,- _ _ .. _ .• . 0 ,,-.. ar . sa1 n I e .asao a, na t;c';ial Committee. 
_the Japanese :)~nen~ comm.urucy •. -· secretary and field executive of t:.i~ . · 
He bas s~unned. ~e- ~mmunity.· l_hs· ;·'·.)_-1\.CL .duringJhe _v;ar_ .and DO\\' an . r 
whole philosophy JS to mtegrate J,\.,th •-· economic , consultant in Washington 

. white society -to ·the point wh~e he _ D·.c. . . . · ., . . · -:· · : · . . ' 
denies his e~cr background· and __ ~~ ._ . · ··· 'The seiiator's · jucfainent ~n the 
thin~ coi:itrary 1:0 t~e if:terests of the - issue is understandable"' if you're . V:ill­
ethnic comm~. _- said. Ray Oka- - . _ ing to adci.it ·the assumption by Gen. 
mura, a state Health . Del)¥tm_ent -~ .. J ohn DeWitt (who authorized · the -
c~emist . who, at the age ~f ?, . was _ ·forced e\'a::uation and detentio·ru that 
interned _at Gila ;~ver, Ariz. : ·_a Jap·s a J2p_.:·but this premise v.·as_ aJl -

The rift bet:'_een the senator and a · _v.T0ng. It's understandable if you 
large part of the Japanese American ~accept the pfemil;e of the racists war: 
community may 'st.em, in part,_ from . mongers and anti-Asians, but not tfyou · 
the fact that Hayc!kawa, _a n~µv~ _ of look at the facts.'' ·- ' .. -- · 

Ca~ada. ~e-.:ei spent a day or' his life fu f -----:A.dded . l\fasiioka~ · .. I;m-sorry if i·~ 
a relocau_on <;ar{IP•. . . .· ·-.:.. •. '.'' . . · I sounding a bit emotional, but 'that 
_ Dunn~ the v.-ar, ~e ~-as an _~g!.ish '_ burns me· i.Ip.'i ·:. · · · 
professor ' ~ _.ih~ ~lmoJS lnstitute :0 f: I Hayakawa·s --ofi-repeated contention 

-1:~hnology m Chicago. Onl?' . th~e · . thaf the internment . camps. "unjust · 
perso1?5 of Japanese ancestry hvmg on though they were. forced the Japanese 
_the West_ Co~-v .. ere_ evaeuated --fcrc.1-' · Amtr ic-an to ·· break ·out of the West 
bly and unpnsone<l m camps by the Coas: and into the American main-
federal governmenL stream·· also doesn 't sit well with man\' 

I 
me1r,hers of the Japanese American 
commun:tY. 

"I! you· talk to Japanese Americ-ans 
--------- . ------ -- .- ->· 



·/ ~~ By Jon Kawamoto 
~xaminer Staff Writer 

LOS ANGELE.5 - Mabel Ota tear­
fully recalled how the shabby medical 
facilities may have been responsible 
for the brain damage her daughter 
suffered at birth. 

Mary Oda noted tbat one sister a 
brother and her father, all healthy 
before the internment, were dead of 
illnesses by 1948. 

One by one, from the immigrant 
issei to the third-generation sansei, the 
,ictims of the government's incarcera­
tion of 110,CXXJ Japanese Americans 
during ·world War II came forth 
yesterday v.ith tales of personal trage­
dies. 

More than 350 persons, predomi­
nately Japanese Americans, packed the 
state building auditorium and an 
adjacent room. It marked the first 
public hearing by a federal commis­
sion on the West Coast and in a city 
v.ith the nation's largest population of 
Japanese Americans, est imated at 
more than 250,CXXJ. Toe hearings will 
move to San Francisco next week. 

Nearly 40,CXXJ Japanese Americans 

Ota also testified about how a camp 
physician misdiagnosed her father, a 
diabetic, as sufferjng from melancholia 
and prescritJed shock treatments, 
which were unnecessary. In 1M4, at 
the age of 64, he died of diabetes. 

She said both she and her husband, 
Fred, feel they've had successful ca-
reers. 

"However, we are always con­
cerned - what is to becoro :;, of 
Madeline when we are gone?," she 
cried. "She can never live independent­
ly." 

Oda, 61, a North Hollywood physi­
cian, spoke about how the evacuation . · 

---- -- -
separated her family of nine and of the 
emotional and physical toll it took. 

She recounted her family's trage­
dies: a younger sister who was institu- · 
tionalized; an older sister who devel-

oped bronchial asthma fu camp from. : 
dust storms, who_ died at 26 when the 1 

asthma became intractable; an older 
· brother who died of stomach cancer, 
and her father, who died of nose and 

:u:g 1:e ~itles area were interned throat ~ -cer. __ ___ _ _ __ _ 
The Commission on Wartime Rel<>- All three died ·within seven months 

cation and Internment, · created by of each other, she said. · 
Congress last year, is investigating how 'Their deaths could be attributed u, 
the forced evacuation and detention · ~e stresses of the disruption in their 
occurred and whether any form of lives, the. extremely poor diet, exJ» 
restitution should be made to the sure to the terrible winds and dust in 
victims. It will make a recommenda- cam~," sh~ said. '1'enyears later, I saw 
tion to Congress next year. the identical diet given to retarded 

Forty-one persons testified , yester- children in the state hospital for the 
day, touching on all facets of the mentally retarded_" . 
internment, including the losses of Oda said her most difficult problem. 
property and businesses and discrimi- i as a result of the internment was "the 
nation, but the most emotional testimo- anger and bitterness." She recalled 
ny came from Ota and Oda, who spoke how. sh~ burst into tears and couldn't , 
of the health and psychological prob- st0P crying when she saw an exhibit of 
!ems of internment. camp photos years ago, which pi-ornpt-

Ota, 64, of Los Angeles, in a barely eel a curio~- exchange between Oda 
audible voice choked v.ith tears de- and Comm1SS1oner William Marutani . 
scribed the premature birth of d;ugh- "I know I was sent to the Pinedale .. 
ter Madeline in April 1943 in the I' Assembly Center !near Fresno) and 
Poston, AriL, camp. · 

When she checked into the camp 
hospital, she was told that the one 
obstetrician in the entire camp of , 
20,000 had delivered three babies that 
day and needed a rest, she testified. 

After 28 hours of labor, a nurse sent 
for the doctor, who told her he was 
going to use forceps to deliver the 
baby. She said he told her the baby's 
heartbeat was weak and that the 
doctor couldn't wait any longer be­
cause there was no resuscitating ma­
chine to revive the baby if that was 
necessary. 

"I remember many details in the 
deliverv room," she said. "After using 
the Sutlpel to cut me, he picked up the · 
forceps. I thought it looked like the ice 
thongs used by the iceman when he 
deli\"ered a block of ice - only the 
ends were long and flat - not curved 
and pointed_ After much pulling he 
finally got the baby out" 

When she finally saw her daughter 
three days later, she noticed a large 
scab on the back of her head, which 
remains a bald spot to this day. 
'Madeline, she said, is mentally retard­
ed and has epilepsy. 

"Many, many times I have wished 
that Madeline could have been born by 
Caesarean operation," Ota said. "She 
may then have been a normal. whole 
person .... We have paid monthly fees 
for her (special) education for over 30 
years." 
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then to Tu1e Lake, but try as I ma:~ i :_ 
don't have any recollection of it," ¾id · 
Marutani, a judge for the Court of : 
Common Pleas in Philadelphia Cow:ity. : 

.:;>/..;:&tid Oda: "It's a mental block. It was • 
the only way to survive - by bl~_ting : 
out the memories." : 

Meanwhile, Clarence Nishizu, i68, of: 
Fullerton testified bow be ~ 120 '. 
acres because he wasn't able to/ regain : 
possession of the land affer the, 
internment ended. He said thf i evacua- · 
tion "meant the loss ·or~ ye-ars of my 
life." I · 

"In all the be.artb~.ig injustices; 
I shall never lose faith ID/ this country 
and its capacity to gran_t /the Japanese 
Americans !al !air h~;ig and appro-
priate remedy, he said. . . 

Most of those who U:stif ied argued 
that some form of restit.ution, ·whether 
financial redress, a CSmmunity trust 
fund or other ~m.s, should be 
granted. All . agreed : the internmerit 
was unconstitutional_: and unjust, the 
one notable exceptiqn being California 
Sen. SJ. Hayakawa.I whose statements 
in defense of inttbment prompte<! 
loud booing and [ hissing from the 
audience. Hayakaka was in Canada· 
during the war anfct was not interned. 

During yesterd:ay's proceedings, the 
five members ~-f the nine-member 
commission who' appeared for this 
week's ~earin_g~ frequently spoke 
about their feeli[igs on the internment. 

Former Sllpreme Court Justice 
Arthur Goldt1rg said, "An enormous 
injustice was ~Jone.' . 

Rep. Dan_ Lungren, R-Long Beach', 
the comn:i:ssion vice chairman, 
sparked a lively exchange v.ith Harry 
Kawahara 'when be reinterated his 
belief tru:t the current mood in . 
Congress/ wouldn't favor giving $3 
billion in reparations, $25,CXX> per: 
victim. . 

"My answer to you is that if we· 
cannot ~'Onvince the current Congress-; 
we wi1 go to the next session of 
CongrE.ss and if we have to, go back 
again fi;e years from now, 10 yea~ 
from ·now, whatever it takes," Kawa: 
hara, redress committee chairman of 
the i1oca1 district of the Japanese 
Am~ Citizens League, said. 

'I''he other corrunis@on members 
incJiJde: Chairwoman Joan Bernstein, 
fonmer general counsel for the U.S. 
Dejpartment of Health . and HUffiaJ! 
Se7vices; former Massachusetts Sen. . 
f4ward Brooke; former Washington 
~n:----,lfugh Mitchell; Father Robert _ 
D,rinan, - president of Americans fof · 
IJemocratic Action; Father I.V. GroITI'- , 
<,ff, an Aleutian Islan~ocated 

,during World War II, and Artfiut. _-. 
· Flemming, chairman of the U.S. Civil • 

Rights Commission. . • I 

I 



few nese Americans in Hawaii serirto ·-camps 
LOS ANGELES - Although 110,CXX> 

Japanese Americans were forcibly 
evacuated from the West Coast and 
interned, nearly all of those living in 
I Iawaii escaped that experience. 

Bert Nakano and his family were 
among the unfortunate exceptions. 

Nakano, a native of Honolulu, his 
two brothers and parents were among 
the 1,0:n Japanese Americans trans­
ferred to mainland concentration 
camps, less that 1 percent the ethnic 
minority's population on the islands. 

Two days after the Pearl I !arbor 
bombing, Nakano said, FBI agents 
picked up his father, Minoru, for 
interrogation. No charges were filed 
against Nakano's father, but the family 
didn't see Minoru until 11k years later 
when they were briefly reunited in an 
int~rnment camp in Jerome, Ark. 

Martial la,w was declared in Hawaii 
during the war, but nearly all the 
150,CXX> .Japanese Americans on the 
islands didn't suffer the fate of their 
West Coast brethren although the is-

lands are 2,400 miles closer to Japan. 
According to historians, including 

University of Hawaii Professor Dennis 
Ogawa, the issei and nisei · provided 
much of the labor market ~nd 
produced 00 percent of the major 
goods on the islands. 

Those on the West Coast, however, 
were scattered in diverse communities 
and their removal would have little 
impact on the eco nomies of thos, 
communities. 

Moreover, historians have pointed 
out that removing the Japanese Ameri­
cans from the islands would haye been 
impossible; the costs of using· ocean 
liners to transport 150,CXX> to intern­
ment camps· on the mainland were 
prohibitive. · 

Ogawa ~id there was talk about 
turning the island of Molokai into a 
huge concentration camp. Ilut the plan 
was quickly abandoned when it was 
pointed out that the island then would 
be Japan's first invasion target. 

- In the islands, as was the case· on 

the West Coast, the FBI round('(! up 
and interrogated community leaders, 
Buddhist priests, businessmen and 
judo instructors perceived as having an 
allegiance to Japan. 

At the lime, Hawaii was a U.S. • 
territory. 

In Minoru Nakano's case, he was 
classified as a "community leader:• · 
because he owned a building construe-· 
lion firm, was a member of the local 

Japanese Chamber of Commerce cha1>­
ter and had made several trips to 
Japan after emigrating to Hawaii. 

ln Hawaii, the "community leaders" 
deemed potentially dangerous were 
sent to Sand Island, then · to the 
mainland. Nakano's father was in 
intrrnment camps in Santa Fe, N.M., 
and 13isrnarc:k, N.D. 

-:-Jon Kawamoto 

S.F. EXAMINER * Wed., Aug. 5, 1981 
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For Japanese-Americails,·­
inte1nment still rankles . 

Now, after years of agitation, petitioning, and lobby­

By Ronald Yates 
C~-~ad::> Tnbvne ?ress Service 

ing, Japanese-Americans like Murakami are finally get­
ting the opportunity to bring the story of their wartime 
incarceration to the American public before--e special 

LOS A;-.GELES - Forty years _ago Congressional panel created last yea_r called the Com­
Tokujiro· ("Henry") Murakami, a first mission on Wartime Relocation and Interment of Ci~·i­
generation Japanese-American, • was a lians. 
successful fisherman supporting his ·wife The commission, which began hearings in Los Angeles 
and two children by catching boatloads of last week; and will hold hearings in . six cities between 
tuna, mackeral, and sardines in the wa- now and the end of September, has invited Japanese­
ters off Los Angeles Harbor's Terminal Americans to testify, as well as native Aleuts from the 
·Island. Aleutian and Pribilof islands of Alaska, who also were 
. It had been a hard life for Murakami, forcibly evacuated. . . 
who was born in Japan's southern . . The testimony thus ~r has been at times poignant, 
Wakayama ·province. But finally, the -tearful, and -_ cpntroversial. · 
years of long hours, self-sacrifice, and 
l.ard work were beginning to pay off. He · SOME GROUPS; such as the Japanese-American Citi­
bad just purch_ased a new 1941 Plymouth, zens League, the National Coalition for Reparations and 
he ov.'?led SS0,000 wort~- of fish_ing n!Jls, Redress , and the Chicago-b_ased National Coalition of 

Japanese-Americans for Redress , are asking for mone-··co I u n, n· 1 tary compensation from the governme~t totaling almost 
-$3 billion. · . . 

-----'------------ . That would amount to about $25,000 for every individu-
al detained in a .camp (or heirs of those detained ). Vlhile 

and · he had a houseful of the latest ap- most Japanese-Americans who testified last week" at 
pliances. hearings in Los An[!#les feel that no amount of money 

The American dream was comirig true can compensate for the emotional damage. the los~ of . 
- at lasL self-esteem and the insult of being interned, the $25,000 

Then came Dec. 7, 1941 ·- a day that per person ~t .least would be partial payment for the lost 
President ·Franklin D. Roosevelt told a . opportunities, . lost . property, and lost security.. · 
shocked nation would ''live in, infamy." "Saying 'I'm sorry' is not enough," Mas Fuka1; mayor --

For Murakami and more· than 120,000 pro-tern of Gardena, a Los Angel.es suburb, told -th~t° 
other Japanese-Americans, Roosevelt's .panel. "The people who were locked up w~re Amen­
words proved keenly prophetic. The day . cans, not Japanese: Most had been born in this country .. _~ 
Japanese warplanes swooped down The issue before this commission is the treatment and 

. . · · ·-, ·: : - ·· humiliation of Americans of Japanese· anc~stry, not of 
mthout warrung on Pearl Harbor was the day the Ameri- people from Japan. · · · 
can dream turned .•into a nightmare for Americans of. . • , · . . : 
Japanese ancestry. _· - :., · · ·. ,:,· "IT IS IRONIC that from 1945 to 1955 the United · I 

:: , · · ·. - · . • \ · ·• · • · ·.-: States government contributed billions of .dollars to · i 
- D.'DEED, THE LI\_ES or Murakami and ~housands of . rebuild countries such as Germany, Italy, Japan, and J 

, o_ther Japanese-Amen.cans were to:pedoed Just as effec- other countries . which were our enemies during World 
. tively as those A~e:!;an battl:sh1ps t~at were sent to War II, yet virtually nothing was . contr:ibuted t_o tho~e -: 
the bottom _of Hawau s_ blu_e _v.·aters. . . American citizens who were kept as prisoners m therr 

1!urakam1, now 81, still v1v1dly recalls the _mo~nmg ~f own country," Fukai testified. . . 
Dec. 8, 1941. There ~-as-~ lu1ock at the door. Mura~am1, · ''Those years in camps set Americans of Japanese 
b~ef~t and carrymg his baby da~ghter, was ~re7ted ancestry back at least 20 years," Fukai _contin~ed. '\IS 
b? t\lio ~BI agents. He. barely had time to hand his !1tt~e, the government now to turn its back to the plea of these 
girl to his pregnant wife before -~e : was led_ awc:1y., -~t-~:; people? Is the government now to ~nalize th~se same 
ba,~fooL - _ .< · . . people for their hard work and mner fortitude _by 

1 begged them to let me at least get my shoes, but shrugging off the issue of compensation and reparat10n 
they wo~ldn't do _it," Murakami recalls. Inst~ad, .as unnecessary or belated?" . . .-. 
~1urakanu, along ~nth 3,000 9ther J~pan~e-AmE:n~an The urgent pleas for monetary redress !hat are com;_ 
flshern:an on Termmal Island, wa_s shipped 1mmed1ately -ing from many of those testifying befon~ . the. panel [ 
to_ an internment camp near Bismarck,_ N.D., where appear to be prompted by reports from Capitol Hill that ·,-; 
v.-ith temperatures 30 dE:grees b:lo~· zero, he was forced Congress is "cool" to any kind of _ reparations p~yment · I 
to .,.Tap rags ~round his feet m heu 1tf .shoes. . _ especially during a time of strmgent economic belt- I 

'Ih: AmE:r1can government feared Jap~nese- . htenin . ! 
Americans livmg on the West C:oast would assist the tig g . · .• '·'f ! 
Imperial Japanese Army in an invasion of California, THERE .ALSO ARE vocal° opponents of the redress 
Oregon, arid Washington. so President Roosevelt.issued movement within the Jap .. nese-American community, 
Executive Order 9066 giving local military commanders such as Sen. S.l. Hayakawa (R. , Cal.), whose testimony 
authority to evacuate and incarcerate all Americ~s of last .week generated _barrage~ of catcalls and boos !rom 

Japanese ancestry. , . the-'overflciw crowd of 500 that pack~d two rooms ·oJ a 
THE FEAR PRO\'ED to be unfounded. Not one Japa-~. ·state office building in downtown • Los Angeles. · · 

nese-American living in the U.S. was ever convicted of Sen. Hayakawa, 75, who was born in Canada, con­
espionage or sabotage during the ,,,;,ar. In fact, more cedes that the internment of Japanese-Americans was 
than 33,CoOO second-generation Japanese served in the :unjust, but excuses 'it because of wartime anxieties_ and 
armed forces during the war and the 442d Regimental . hysteria that permeated American society - especially 
Combat Team , made up exclush·ely of Japanese- ' the: wes·t Coast '- at the -time. 
Americans. suffered 9,486 casualties and won more than ; Hayakawa also contends that internment was prob-
18.CoOO individual decorations for \'alor - making it one ably the best thing that could have happened to Japa-
of the most decorated units in Americ·an history. •hese-Ainericans during the war. · 

It was eight months before Murakami and his family • • 
were reunited alon-g with 10,000 .other Jap-anese- · "WHAT WOULD Americans on the West Coast have 
Americans at the Manzanar Relocation C:amp in Califor- done· to:.:fheir .Japanese and Japanese-American neigh­
nia's Inyo County. In the meantime, Murakami's wife bors as more American fighting men were killed by the 
had given birth to a son, and had oeen forced io give Japanese?'' Hayak~wa asked the panel. "Wo~ld they . 
-away everything in the house she could not carry. The 
fishing nets and the new Plymouth were to have been 
stored by the government. Murakami has never gotten 
them back. . 

Three years later. in 1945, :Murakami and thousands of 
other Japanese-Americans were released from 10 inter­
ment camps scattered throughout California. Ariwna, 
Utah, Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho, and Wyoming. 

PE:\;\'ILESS Al'\D in most cases with no place to go, 
·the Japanese-Americans who had worked hard to build 
lives in America had to start from ~cratch. Some, like 
Murakami, never again achieved the kind of success 
they had in pre-war America. 

Most ha\'e never forgotten and many have never 
forgiven the American governmer.t for what it did to 
them. 

have beaten their Japanese neighbors in the streets'..' 
"Would they have ostracized or persecuted Japanese­

Arr\erican schoolchildren? Would mobs have descended 
: on Little Tokyo in Los Angeles and Japantown in San 

Francisco to burn down shops and homes? There was 
precedent for such benavior in California so that Chi­
nese who were often mistaken for Japanese started 
wearing lapel buttons saying 'I am Chinese.'" 

The controversial senator also takes exceptions to the 
characterization of the relocation centers as "concentra­
tion camps.• · 

"THEY WERE 1'0T concentration camps," Hayaka­
wa insisted above the shouts and catcalls of his fellow 
Japanese-Americans . "To call them concentration 
camps, as is all too comm<:nl~ done, is semantic .infla-



tion of the most dishonest kind - an attempt to equate 
the actions of the U.S. government with the genocidal 
actions of Nazis against the Jews during the Hitler 
regime. ' ' · 

Cash indemnities for J apanese-Americans are also 
unwarranted, Hayakawa says, and for most "real" 
Japanese to accept money would be a "disgraceful" act. 

Those who sid~ with Hayakawa point out that" the . 
order creating the internment camps was issued during · 
a wartime crisis and that it \Vas upheld by t}:le U.S. 1 

Supreme Court, the military, and Congress. 

"JAPAKESE-AMERICANS would do well just to write 
the whole thing off as one of those quirks of history," 
one member Qf the hearing audience said. "They should 
just forget about it." · 

But for Japanese-Americans like Henry Murakami 
who lost both property .. and ·dignity, forgetting is . not 
easy. · 

."The way they treated us wasn' t right," Murakami 
says. "It wasn't humane. Some say it's all past and that 
we're still living, so why fight? Why not forget? Forget? 
How can I forget something that turned my whole life 
upside down?" · · . , . i 

I 



I' , . 

.·~ Redress argued · on civil rights· grounds 
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. ll.Y .l9n Kawamoto Oregon; also defied the ciirrew. A lower court Pearl llarhor because the gov£•rnment s11spL'Cted . 
~!any of the Japanese Americans who have ruled that the military could not i-;sue orders I many of them as having an allcgiarwe to Ja1>an . , 

< 
>< 
UJ . 

t~tifiL'<I at hearings here ancl in Los Angeles in binding on civilians in the absence of martial law. • The Vifth Amendment. whid1 provid~s tlue 
the l:ist two wL-cks have argut~d for restitution lly But' the Suprc-me. Courr said this di<ln ·1 :ipply to profC:-S right_s. Th~. evat:ue1is wcn1 m •Vl'r u:~l:',~.;{or 

LL 
1/) 

trtmg tlw property losses, physrt:al damage and Yasui , ht..><::iuse he workt'<i ftlr tlw .Japanese their reloc;llron. . • ,_:;_.·,;tfb,; • 
psyd1ologieal eft'eds they suffer~d from incar- consular service and thus was not.:rn American · .· •The 81xth Amendment, whith guarmi_! ~~ " 
t:cration during World War II. . citizen. He WilS confined ror' nine months in thti accused ,i s1wecly and public trial hy. jurf#i]~ 

ilut Ml\'L•ral attorneys have l'Ontnnclccl that · Multnpniah County Jail in Portland until his case to be . inforrnL'<I· of till! nature ancl jJ;1usL(:ot' 
1 , tlwre arc sut:ricit'.111 grounds for n•slitution based was hc,1rd along with llirahayashi. aCfusatioh ~net help ofcounsc-1. . ~~i/~1, ·1 . , . ~ 

Just on the vwl:.1t1on ~f const1tutw1~al nghts. Th<'Y Although the cvaouatlon and inti' rnntPnt h:.ts ' ~ Tl11! .Eighth . Anwndrnent. whr1~l ~ ,o\~'(,!t;r 
ha~c St:lll'd,' m tl!St~mony at)<l m . lc~al brid'~. llt'. \'er been dl)<·larr<I unconstitutional , the Sll· . agamst l~ruel and unttst~al pttntshlllellt . .. ,~"·:;i:,(~./1\•' ~ 
bdore \tltc (omrnisston on \\ artnnc Hclocat10n prcme Court ruled in DL!Cembcr \!H-1 in the case , :-., Moreqvi:r, the lml'I contt!rtd~ .. _otherH 1)_l)<la- · g. 

(X) 
CJ) 

and lnt(•rnm1mt of Ci\'ilians, that those violations . of Mitsuye. E11clo that i'oyal nisei .l'Oulcl not; be .' mental rights wt•re violatctl. int'luding the right · <r: 
occutTt'l.l whtlll PO.!XXl J:111anusc Americans and. . prnv1mtetl frum returning to their honws. . , , ,to pri\'a1·y, Tight to truvcl :met right to vulti. · 
!,tx.O Ala~k;in Aleuts were intt•rnl'd. · · , Thi! last 1'.itmJi. :it Tule Lakt!, California, was · "Without c.:onstitutional guar:.inll!l'S bt>fore 
. ,\ccordit\~ tq :.ittornl'Y. Dean l\O Taylor or closed in !\'lay I!~. · · ;' · ··· . imprisonment , J;1pam:se Anwr.kans \l'l!l't! rort:l!d 
Nihonm:.ielti L1•gal Outrl',\l'h, tlw l'OUrts have• Yesterday, Oakland attorney Joe l\lorozu~ii into ramps on ;t charge of ·suspidon for pOll' lltial 

t repeatc'<IIY ~warded damagl'S in • casr-s involving demanclt\d n~rt:'ss, contending l)iat he, was l'or sahotag1: and 1'spionage,' a th;1q~e that tu11ld 
! v1olatrons ot constitutional rights. falsely imririsoncd wl1en interned. · · never. h.1vf.l ~upportcd an am:st, , mul'l1 less a ' 
1 "We were. in· H~t!. the haplt-ss and innocent . Attorney James Purcell, who haiidlecl tlle tonvic.:tiOIJ or imprisonment." · the brief · said. 
:. · vic\im~ or a policy of discrimination which, in my Endo ease, also noted that 'there w£•re legal "Wha,t, w:.i~ dom! . to .lap:irwse Am1•ric:ins . was 
l v1£•w. L~ unprecedented in tlw history of this grounds for rt•stitution. "It is eustomarv fi:ir the IJlOrally wrong\\ 1t110.ut regard tu any ll•~al nghts 
t nation ," said John Tateishi, rc'<ln•ss coordinator of legislative bocly where the incarceration oc- violat(!d." . . :, , : . ' . I the ,Japanese Anwritan. Citi:lcns League. "Thi' c.:urn'Cl to pay r·or the lost lime, the disgrat:e, t!ie · • Svvcral pcrsons ·who· testified, i!1duding Los_ 

whole systt:'m of government fail ed us at that humiliation. W\ien you make. ;tn error,.you h;:ivc .. Angt' lc>s attorn~y' Fran~ Chuman, havq urged tlw 
l ti.nw." to pay for the mistake.": • ··: · · .: : · ;·, : , . ·. · ·•: commission to rccom·rncnd that the_ Supreme 
I That was the y~ar President Franklin !loo.sf~- According to the legal Qrit'f ~y ,: the Bay Afea ·:' ·Court,.revicw ttw llirabayashi. Yasui :ind Kore-
; \'l'lt signed Exl•cu11ve Orel er roiti, f('St:inded in .. Attorneys for Hedross, the high' court's n\lings in · · · matsu cpses and O\'f!rt urn the de<:r~rons. ' 

\ I HJ7li. whith . allo\,ed the mass evacuation of Korematsu, \'asui, and lliri,bayashi were iincon- For~i'er S11pn]p1c Court Justil'1' Ar1hu_r_ Gold-
i I Amerrcans 9t Japarwse ann•stry from the West stitutional because: l>erg, a ., commrsstoncr, sard thos1' ca~1:~. 11 tl'IL'<I 
· Coast for n:asons of "military netcssity." The' The milit:.iry orders authorizing the evacu:.i: to_day, would he~ rulL:d tm<:on~tituti1mal. . Uut he 
· · govcrnnwnt feared that sqnw .Japane~e ,\meri- tion and detention went 'lleyond military. authori- noted that it is highly unlikely llwt thL·Y will b1i 

cans would provl: clisloyal and aid the Japanese ty; the military's d;iim of ''military nL•(·essity" was re\'iewed. The c,1s1•s ean only l.ie n il'ic•wL·d if t lwre· 
. military in the event of an invasion. No ,laparwse .. unfounded lxx·ausc thc-re was no docui11entation are si111ilar, current cas('S before the high 
American was t'ound guilty of espionage or that Japanese A.merit·ans wi•n~ involved in · tribunal, hr said. 
~botage. · . sabotage and cispionage, and, the ei•aeuation ' "A gn•at dt •,il has bc~\n made of the fatt that . 
. Tht! U.S. Supnim1• Court uplwld tlw ovacua- amounwcl to illt>gal disl'rimination baS<..'<I on race; the Supreme Court uphdd the evacuation. but 

_11011 an~ 1n~L!flllllt 'nt in thnic t:ases during ,lhl' thcrnby denying c<iual protection under the law. the Supn:mc Court· has made mistakes in the 
war YL•ars: Korcn)atsu, llirah:,yashi ancl Yasui. l\lorcovrr, the hrid' states. till' n' location past, sut:h us the Dn!d Stott case," Colclhf•rg said. 

• Fred Kororrt-:'_~u. who liVl'd in San ).A~:.111dro ·. 'violated sovcral rights guaranteed under the llill "The ~l'nti;il basis of Kort)llJalSU has lll' l~n 
~t lht' trlltP, fa1l1'<I to show up for e\'al'uation. lh' · of flights: · overruled, which •is that the Fifth Amrncl11w11t 
\\'as found guilty of remaining in a pn>hihit~•d • Till' Frrst Anwnclmf•nt. frt>l•clom of spt•i•<:h, clO('S c.:ontain equal protL'<:tion for t:itizcns and 
an','l . and in l!H-1 till' l'Ullrt uplwld this iverclict. was uffl/t·kd sinc.:P t!va1•u('l'S w1•re rl•quired to resident alit~lls in J\nwric:.i." 
Tlw .-\rmy, llw (:Ullrt s:1id. had _tlw ri11ht Ill nrd1•r 1_:1k1• a loyalty uath whilv in ('Ortl'entration l'amps. V1•sttnlay's . !waring • at tlw (iolden (;alt' 
,J,1partl'~l' .-\m .. rwans I rn111 ~p,·1·1111· 1111l11ary ;1n•:\s. Thosi, who <lid not !>Wt!ar "llnqu,ilifil.'d alli'giance" l.!rn\'ersrty :rnclrlt'>rrum, wh1d1 cl1'ew 1110n: than 

• l:unlo11 l l1rah:1yaslii , a ()11;1k1•r. ddi1•d t11,· ro llw Unitt itl St:itt>s wi•n• trl'all-d as prbniwrs· or ' tiW p1•rs1111~·. l'Onl'ludt!d lhrt'C days of hearing~ irt 
1·11rf1•\\' anti 1•\;ll'uati11n lll'tl1·r~. II, · \\as tri, ·d a,111 war. · Tlw City. M,1ni lwarings hy tlw l'Ommhsion \1ill 
M·lltl'lln '(I lt1 thr1•1• 1111,nths irnpri.~nnn11•nt on ,•;ll'h • Tlw· Fourth :\nwntlrni•nt. 11 hich . pnwi<ll's lit• ht' lcl rwxt month i11 SPattk•. A11d)l)r;1gl', till' 
d1argc•. Thi• SuprL'111,1 : l '011rt rult·tl irt mu th.ti th1• protedi•Hl from 1111 r1•aso 11 at>IL' s1.•ardi ancl SL·izur<• :\ll,utiart bl:111tls, tlw l'rihilt1!' bla11ds and Chi1·;1go. 
,_\rm~· had a :ri ;.: ht 10 ortl,•r a l'Ul'ft•\\' sp, ·t·ifil',ill~· unh•ss tlll'n' i~ "prol>ahlt• l',HISI •" 11) ~ll~(ll!t:I Thf' l'Olllllli~sion, l'rt·att•d hy ('t1n;.:n•ss l;ist 
ll>r till' 111 ~, •1 b1·1·:.i11~1• of "th,• da11g1•r r,f in\';1~ion." l'riminal artivity . Thmi~ands of irnrnigrartt is.wi ~·l'al', is ill\'l'Stigating !I'll• i11tt"J·n1111·nt :11111 will 

• ,1in Y.i~ui . wlw was llllfll anti r;1iM·tl in \lt •n· tak1,n frc,rn 111,•ir honll'S hy tilt' Fill after tlt·dcll• whi:tlwr 10 l'l!l.'llllllllt•rlll n ·~titution . 
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-.. ~aftime Hy~t=er!.~-~~-!~¢~-. 
for·Internni~p(().fJapati~se, 
:~i_DANIB~ ~-'. ~~j~X.~~~ Ti~~-s~;;-~~~~:- f{t,_~;,3i0,~~~ 
WA$HINGTON-A. former J~s- Rowe said. "We were under pres- ., 

tice Department official s~d Tues- • .. ·sure from · the , Congress· and from 
day that a climate of fear and bys- L the Army. We could have 'done· a 

· teria after_ Japan's surprise attack . · hell of a lot.better job and we didn't 
on Pearl Harbor'in 1941 led to what · do it. But we were all they·Had.~ • 
he callea a hasty· and rrusinformed ::- • The Commission on Wartime 'Re­
decision to uproot and relocate 120, - 1 location artd Internment : of. Civ'ili-
000 West Coast Japariese::Am1:ri- . ans, established· by Congress last 
cans. . _ ·. year to .determine, among-·other 
. J~es·R~we,· who was assi§tant things, whether any oompensation 

• U.S. attorney general when Pres- ·· sh9uld go. to , those who: :w.ere i.n­
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt decided · · terned or. their .families, ·a1so -hwd 

. to :confme Japariese-AIµericans ; to ·Tuesday. ~irom_: W:est ·coast ·_con­

. guarded canws, told .a commission gressmen and Democratic Sens: Da-
investigating the- events .of:. almost -ruel. -K. -Inouye and. Spark,M .. Mat-
,40 . years ago · that_ il;l:tepse .public 1 sunaga of Ha,_waii ';"'Yl.t • · · . ,Lt · 
:pressure forced·the J~ce :Pepart:~ ! : lriouje, -wbo -lost liis right:az,n 
1 rnent and Roosevelt to .agree to de- -~ whlle-fightipg for the United .States 
,mands of military leaders .. :-: .· •. •~• · . -in .Europe, tol~ ·the ·co~sion J.o 
.: , "I don't kpow how you can be on . "mak_e your report on~ that.w;jll : !., : 
the run and up _against the wall at , haun_t -the conscience 9f t~ 11ati9n 
the same time, ·but ·that's how we 7 hauntit so that we will.:pever fm:-

I 

.I 
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Continuea from First Page 
c get that we are -capable of such an 

act." . 
; He said that ·a 'budget-conscious 
,. Congress may not provide any sig­

nificant monetary redress but that 
"no Congres_s, President or Supreme 
Court can ever unwrite the words" -· 
of the panel's report. 

Inouye is of Japanese descent and -
was living in Hawaii when the war 
broke out. He was not interned. 

Rowe and others involved in the 
, decision to detain the Japanese­
. Americans answered questions as 

the nine-member panel began .two 
months of hearings to be conduct.ea 
across the country, including a se-

ries of meetings in Los.Angeles dur­
'ing the first week of August. -~ ~- _ 

Rowe, . speaking· from . memory • 
. and four pages . of handwritten 
.notes, told the commission . that ,. 

• there was a "handful of lawyers in 
the Justice Department" who l 

-· thought the evacuation was uncon- _I 

:i~~:~nal but "w~.-~i~n't ~a_ve ~any ~- ! 
Early Hysteria -~ ' ' ' 

- · ,_,__ "I really think · what caused all 
· the problems was the early three 

- months of the war, when the United 
- · 'states was beaten all over," Rowe 

·said. "The hysteria started rising, 
. and there was . spec)Jlation that ·., 

there wasn't time." . ~;:-,,~.- "= 

Looking back on the decision a!­
, ter almost 40 years, Rowe said he 

thinks Roosevelt acted too quickly 
. after being advised by military 
leaders. · : 

"This is a crude way-of putting it, 
but we ·had a wartime President, 
and this was really a minor issue," 
Rowe said.'"Rooseveltwas engaged . 
in a war and he said, 'If you have 
generals pushing for it, I'll go 
along.' · 

- "I don't really think he spent 
much time on it. I think it was a 
minor thing to him.'' 

In the aftermath of the Dec. 7, 
1941, Japanese attack on Pearl Har• 
bo_r, Roosevelt signed_an order that 

re ulted· in the rounding up and iln­
prisonment of 77,0CYJ American citi­
zens of Japanese descent and 43,000 

. Japanese nationals. _ . 
. The internees, who -came from 
California, Arizona, Oregon and 
Washington and the Pribilof and 
Aleutian Islands, were sent to 10 · 
camps in California; Utah, .ArizOna, , 
Colorado, .,Wyoming, .Idaho and 

. Arkansas. . , _ 
."They were detained without tri -

al. without hearings of any kind," 
- -Commission Chairman Joan Z. 

Bernstein said in her opening state-
- ment. "Military necessity was said 

to require this unprecedented treat­
ment of a national group.'' 

As the first hearing got und:r 
way, it was clear that the issu~ of fi­
nancial compensation for the inter­
nees or their descendants woul~ be 

r central to the panel's dise~ions 
over the next two months. _ 

,- Matsunaga said . there were "_no 
1 

doubts in my mind that the comm15• . 
11ion will conclude .. • that the in- ·: 
ternees were subjected to gr!lve in• \ 

1 justices by governmental act1on • • · ·, 
and that the internees. as a conse­
quence, suffered compensable p_r~p­
erty damages and pei:sonal mJu_• 
ries." - ,, ·. · _ · 

Gordon Hirabayashi, who unsuc• 
-·_ 1 ces~fully challenged in the Supreme 

court during World War _II t~e use ~ 
f ancestry as the sole ~tenon for 

; detaining Japanese-Amencans, told 
C#" the commission t~e 120,000 persons 

I who were relocated deserve mr 
than $3 billion in compensation. : b 

•."Monetary , compensation, _'&eO 
matter ,how ~u~h. can never a~ 

uately compefl?te· f~ t~e 1f?s 
~uffered," Hirabayashi said. ~ 
amount would be but a token. In . 

· system of justice, however,-that._tp- 1 

ken should be relative to . the ¥· 
riousness of the of!en~. Theref,e, 

· it must be substantial. 

ew 



Asians Feel 
the Perils · 
of Racisni 

. , 

New 9rganization . 

. .. 

Formed to Combat it 
fJ / 11/rg-1 k.s ~ek 77 /9\ CJ' 

, By, P A_TRICK LEE · , 

· The signs are there, says Fred 
Fujioka: Anti-Chinese vandalism, . 
rumors of Ku Klux Klan attacks, 
Oriental ancestry as an issue iri re­
cent political campaigns, adverti.s:. 

· ing blaming Japan for . America!!, 
economic woes. · ~ :• 
· _·.Ap represent growing antagq- _ 
msm to Los Angeles' growing Asian 
population, says the 30-year-old at­
torney, head of a newly ·torine·d 
group created "to combat anti-Asian 
racism. 

"There is ·a ·feeling that racism 
expressed against Asians is some-:· 

· how more acceptable than that di­
_rected at bl~cks or JE:ws," says Fuji-

e es Times 

Fred Fujioka is chairman · of a· 
group formed to fight racism. 

oka. He is interim chairman of the 
Asian-Pacific American Round Ta­
ble (A-PART), a loose coalition of 
Asian community leaders modeled 
after the Jewish Anti-Defamation 
1,e11gtte. .. -t 

. At a recent press conference an­
nouncing -the group's formation, 
Fujioka said that the bipartisan, 
multiethnic group will publicly de­
nounce attempts to ·"slander the I 
Asiarr-American community," par- I 
ticularly '. 'symptoms of bigotry that 

I • ' Americans fail to see." . . - . 

• ·. "'The · problem with racisrrt · 
• · against Asians is that it's not blatan·t' 
• anymore, · as it was just after Peart • · 

. Harbor,"· Fujioka says. ·"Now, it can , j 
• .. ·be as subtle as a joke at which ev:. 
-~. erybody "· Jaughs, including- our= 
! · selves. And we shouldn't. It will 

creep up on us until we're not 
laughing anymore." , .• 

· : ·. On . the surfac;e, Los Angele~· 
~ Asian-American community seems' 
? to be doing well. A Times story last 
( year quoted city estimates that the I 
, median family income of Asians was 

$15,256, only $2,500 less than that of 
;·· whites. Further, city figures 
, showed that _Asians and Pacific Js.: 

- ·. 
' 

' . '. Please see ASIANS, Pag/4 
-~ - .-;- .... 

l , . . )., .... :;: .. 

l 
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ASiANs: Feeling the Pe.ii.IS of • ac1s1n 
Continued from Fint Page cease publication of its Chinese-language edition. The 
landers bad the lowest unemployment rate of any L.A. . paper responded with editorials and stories critical of 
ethnic group, despite the recent influx of Southeast racist activities. In March, the paper's offices burned to 
Asian refugees. Asians now make up some 5.5% of the the ground. Until police determined that teen-agers 1 

• county's population and their numbers are growing. . started ~he blaze accidentally, authorities feared klan 
But Fujioka says that racist threats are real and cau- involvemenL Since then, except for isolated incidents of 

tions the Asian community not togr9w complacent. . ant!-Chinese.and anti-Semitic vandalism, the police say 
The white population views the Asian community as a they have no evidence of organizeq klan or neo-Nazi 

monolith, Fujioka maintains, and incidences of racism activity. · , · · · . .· : .· ··. • 
directed at any one group reflect on all groups. But Fujioka says the klan rumors indicate an aware­
Moreover, he · says, despite good economic position. ness that organized racist attac~ could happen. ·"If 
Asians are vulnerable. "The parallel with the Jewish (klan activity) is not.widespread, we should let our peo­
community is obvious," he says. "The Jewish people ple know, lf it. is true; then .we want to deal with iL In 
learned that no matter how well you are doing in socie- any case, we want 4> look into the rumors, if only·to dis-
•ty, when the going gets rough, you can become a scape- pel them." 1 

• . •• .' .•· '· • , ' · - ~ 
_goaL · ,. , , .. . _Racism bas also encroached into the political arena, 

"To the extent we are doing well now, :we can't forget A· PART charges. The group's press conference was 
that a generaµoI). ago we were the scapegoats of an en- timed:tci coincide with -City Council inaugurations, ·in-
.tire nation;" adds the third-generation Japanese-Amer- eluding that of Councilwoman Peggy Stevenson. Fujio-
·ican, whose family suffered internment in California re- ka asserts that racism accounted for . Councilwoman 
location camps during World War II. ·· Stevenson;s . landslide • victory o~er challenger Mike 
. : Fujio~a p_oints to recent business advertising to illus- · Woo, who is of Chinese descent, in the 13th-District 
trate rising anti-Asian feeling. A seemingly innocuous - campaign this year. . . . 
<1d in Fortune magazine depicts a scowling Sumo wres- Councilwoman Stevenson's campaign materials -re-
·tler facing .a blond man in red-white-and-blue tights. ferred to Woo's father as "a wealthy Chinatown bank-
The copy reads, "Japan is challenging the U.S. for a big er" and to Woo himself as an "outsider." Woo and bis 
new market in computer memory superchips." l;>ackers charged Stevenson with using-innuendo to in-

B. Bl k G · ject the issue of _race into the campaign. StE:venson de-
' · · ig ac uy · • nied any racist intentions. After the election, ·news ana-
~ The .racism is subtle, Fu~oka·as~erts . . "If th~ ad had lyses attributed Woo's defeat to his association with 
depicted a big burly black guy facing Capt. America, Tom Hayden and Jane Fonda and to perceptions of Woo . 
that would have been taken as clear racism." . · " tb ., · · · · ' · · 

A more blatant automobile ad quotes a National En- . as a carpe a~~er. . . .' . : . . ·, - .. . . 
A-P4,RT charges that Woo'Iost because his race was 

,quirer story headlined, "~apanese Cars Killing Thou- made a campaign issue. "The term 'outsider' was a code 
sands of Ame.ricans." Th~ ad continues: ''.We· whipped word for • 'Chinaman,'" Fujioka says. He notes that 
the Japanese n:i World War II-but now th_ey're getting Stevenson's campaign literature used the term "outsid-
_even by shipping us millions of dangerous cars.". · er", on one page ~bile speaking of Woo's Chinatown 

"Such a~vertjsing worries me ?eca~se f~lings di~ connection~ on the next. In addition, Fujioka says, Ste-
.rec~ agamst Japan p_aralle}. feelings m ~ country • ' venson induded full photographs of Woo in her own 
agamst Japanese-Amencans, he says. . . brochures. · . · . . ~~ • . • .. · _ . 
-- Examples :0f more outright hostility to Asian commu-. . . · ·._: , · 1 

. · · · 
_nities can be found in 'the pews, Fujioka notes. He men•/ ... Rae~~ Tha~ Worke_cl · ·, - . ~- ,'; ~.· - . } -: ' · , ,, . · 
tions the recent · turf war in · Texas between white · The campaign rankles Fujioka because; he says, it 
shrimpers and Vietnamese refugees, in which a white was an example of racism that worked. Woo's loss was 
man was killed. Locally, A-PART is concerned about one of the main reasons A-PART was formed. In future 
vandalism against Chinese-language theaters last year · elections, Fujioka -explains, the group, consisting of 
in the West San Gabriel Valley. A-PART alleges that equal numbers of Republicans and Democrats, will act 
the Klu Klux Klan is involved, although Fujioka admits ·· as a · nonpartisan watchdog to respond when race be­
that his group has not substantiated the klan rumors comes an issue; (Though he says he had no part in A­
circulating around Monterey P_!irk, Alhambra and Mon- ' . . PART's inception, Woo has attended the group's orga­
_tebello. These cities all have large Chinese-and Japa- · nizational meetings. "1 have a special interest in the . 
nese-American populations. · · . group since race was an issue in my campaign," he ex-

The Monterey Park Progress/Post-Advocate re- · plains.) . · ·' · . · 
ceived an unsigned letter. in 'December from a self- Fujioka says that A-PART is still defining the issues 
styled klan group in Alhambra warning the paper to i~ will address and bas not yet formulated a plan of ac­

tion. The group bas no formal charter, no office, no 
budgeL It has a floating membership of some 70 persons, 
one-third of whom are Asian women. But Fujioka notes 
that the membership represents several prominent 
Asian-American civic organizations as well as the four 
largest Asian-American ethnic gro).lpS: Japanese, cfu~· 
nese, Korean and Filipino. . . . _· 

!}le group's immediate goal µ; .to "get the word out," 
tomcrease its membership, Fujioka says. The group has 



vague pfuns for a recruitment drive and fund-raiser in 
the fall. At the group's· last three meetings ,(held in 
Chinatown restaurants, the next is Aug.' 20), the various 
ethnic groups have ·hammered out their differences, 
many resulting" from historical and cultural animosities. 
"We don't love each other," Fujioka admits, "but we 
will ccime to respect each other. A coalition like this is a 
position of strength. · 

--·--- .-
iJ. 

"But whatever our differences, we are agreed on one 
thing: Racism against any one Asian ethnic group is bad 
for all Asians," Fujioka says. . . .:.. :·As far as we have come, we are not fully integrated 

· into society. It's no longer a question of getting our foot 1 

in the door. Noy., we want to kick it open:;_ _ __ _ _ · 1• 

. Lee is a View summer intern from USC. 
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Family awaits internment in 1942. 

1942-1981: ig ting 
n ro 
It has taken nearly 40 years, but_ the 

government is making its first thor­
ough investigation in to a sad episode in 
U.S. history: The incarceration of Japa­
nese Ame ricans during World War II. 

A nine-member panel for med by 
Congress-the Commission on War­
time Relocation and Internment of Ci­
vilians-opened hearings in mid-July 
into what went wrong in the 19-10s and 
what should be done in the future. 

Wartime officials recalled the emo-
. tions behind President Franklin Roose­
velt's 19-12 order that forced nearly 
120,000 persons ofJapanese ancestry to 
lea,·e their \\'est Coast homes fo r camps 
surrounded by barbed wire and guards. 

Former Supreme Court Justice Abe 
Fortas, a Department of the Interior 
undersecretary during the War, ar­
gued that the real reason for the in­
te rnment was not national security but 
racial p rejudice. Said Fortas: "E~en the 
trauma of war does not excuse irra tio­
nal and needless assaul ts upon human­
ity and senseless Yiolations of our fu n­
damental constitu tional principles." 

O pinions , ·aried ove r wha t n ow 
should be done. One Japanese Ameri­
can group called for 3 bill ion dollars­
$25,000 for each person incarcerated 
or for their descendants-to help pay 
for p roperty losses, missed wages, fal se 
imprisonment and psychological and 
emotioqal suffering. 

Several members of Congress cau­
tioned the Japanese Ame ricans not to 
exp ect m on ey. Said Representati\·e 
Dan Lungren (R-Calif.): "The re cer· 
tainly is not a body of support in Con­
gress for fin ancial redress." · 

But Sena tor Daniel Inouye (D-J-la­
waii) said one thing might be accom­
plished in the million-dollar, six-mo1: th 
inquiry . Th e comm ission, h e said , 
should strive to p rod uce a repor t that 
will "haun t the conscience of this na· 

· · be tion .. . so that we will never again Cl 
able to do this to ourseh-es ." 

U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT. July 27 . 1 gS 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Atnerica s a 
9/.).. ?/P.1 f/&.A~ 

A s ;i. young American patriot working 
the docks of San Francisco in 1941, 

Karl Yoneda refused to load ships bound 
for his nativeJ a pan. When war broke out he 
volunteered to do whatever he could for the 
American cause and was assigned to help 
build Manzanar, a camp in the California 
desert. One week later President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt ordered the detention of all 
Japanese-Americans-and overnight Karl 
Yoneda, his Caucasian wife and his son, 
Tommy, 3, became prisoners at the very 
camp he was to help build. Yoneda was 
lucky: eightmonthsintohisstayin a squalid 
20-by-25-foot tar-paper shack, be was re­
cruited as a translator for U.S. military 
intelligence. But bis wife and son had to stay 
behind: Tommy, by then nearly 4 years old, 
was still regarded by the U.S. Government 
as a possible threat to national security. 

For the Yonedas, now both retired, Man­
zanar is a reminder of the unjust mass incar­
ceration suffered "by 120,000 Japanese­
Americans, a flagrant case of a group being 
stripped of its civil rights solely for reasons 
of race and national ancestry. Last week, 
nearly 40 years after the fact, a Feder.al 
commission began hearings in Washington 
to determine how the internment camps 
could have happened-and . whether the 
U.S.· Government should offer 'financial 
compensation to those who suffered.* "It 
was a terrible thing that happened," says 
San Francisco dentist Donald Nakahata, 
who was sent to Topaz Camp in Utah at the 
age of 12. "I have a grievance and simply 
saying I'm sorry won't do." 

In its first week of hearings, the nine­
•Besides Manzanar, the government used nine other 

main camps and 26 smaller facilities to confine the 120,000 
people, including Japanese-Americans, Japanese resident 
aliens and about 1,000 Aleut-Americans. 

Act returned only about 8 cents 
on every dollar of the estimated 
$400 million in lost homes, 
businesses, farms and pos­
sessions. Proposals have been 
made to grant each displaced 
family $25,000-but to provide 
that amount to all those or­
dered to the camps would cost 
more than $3 billion. Argu­
ments about the expense do not 
impress some of the victims. 
"Restitution must be made," 
insists Denver attorney Min­
oru Yasui. 

James D. Wilson---NEWSWEEK 

Even if the commission rec­
ommends restitution, it's un­
likely a budget-conscious Con­
gress would go along. Some 
Japanese-American legislators 
oppose such plans, -agreeing 
with California Sen. S. I. Haya­
kawa ~at the mass relocations 
were "perfectly understanda­
ble"-and that no compen­
sation is in order. Others would 

member Commission on Wartime Reloca­
tion and Internment of Civilians concen­
trated on the period leading up to the 
internment. James Rowe, a Justice Depart­
ment official at the time, testified that post­
Pearl Harbor hysteria fanned fears of a Japa­
nese invasion and subversion. Signs o_f the 
times, for example, included one that read: 
"Jap Hunting Licenses Issued Here." "We 
were scared," says Rowe, "and I think it got 
to everybody"-including President Roo­
sevelt. FDR followed the advice of military 
leaders like Lt. Gen. John L. DeWitt ("A 
Jap is a Jap. It makes no difference whether 
the Jap is a citizen or not.") and signed 
Executive Order 9066 in February 1942 au­
thorizing the roundup. In 1944, even as 
Japanese-Americans were signing up for 
what would become the much-decorated 
442nd Regimental Combat Team, the Su­
preme Court backed up Roosevelt's order. 

'Token': Although the Emergency De­
tention Act, which gave FDR the power to 
intern, was repealed in 1971 and Executive 
Order 9066 was rescinded in 1975, the Su­
preme Court ruling still stands. But while 
many of the Japanese in the camps adopted 
the attitude of shikata ga nai-"so it 
goes"-many second- and third-generation 
Japanese-Americans no longer are willing 
to accept their imprisonment with such fa­
talism. So in 1979 activists began lobbying 
Congress, and in 1980 the commission to 
study the internment episode was created. 
"We are getting old," says Mike Masaoka, 
who served with the442nd. "Maybe the last 
worthwhile token which we can give is to 
make it so this won't happen again." 

The most troublesome issue fa cing the 
commission is the question of compensa­
tion. The 1948 Japanese American Claims 

be satisfied with symbolic ges­
tures: one idea is to erect a memorial to the 
442nd. The important thing, says Hawaii 
Sen. Daniel Inouye, who lost an arm fighting 
for the 442nd in Italy, is to "awaken this 
experience enough to haunt the conscience 
of this nation"-and to show that America 
has not always been the land of the free. 
MICHAEL REESE with MARY LORD in Washington 

and RICHARD SANDZA in San Francisco 

The Atlanta Case: 
Murder Times Two 

Ever since 23-year-old Wayne B. Wil­
liams was arrested last month and charged 
with the murder of Nathaniel Cater, the · 
latest victim in the slayings of 28 young 
Atlanta blacks, anxious city residents bad 
been awaiting a formal indictment. Last 
week the indictment came-and surprising­
ly, there were two counts. As expected, a 
Fulton County grand jury charged Wil­
liams with murdering Cater, - 28, whose 
body surfaced in the Chattahoochee River 
in May, two days after a police stake-out 
team beard a splash and spotted Williams 
nearby. But the grand jury also charged 
Williams with the murder of Jimmy Ray 
Payne, 21, whose body was found in the 
river April 27. In both cases, the indictment 
charged that Williams had asphyxiated the 
victims "with objects and by means which 
are to the grand jurors unknown." 

Sources said that fibers found on Payne's 
body were similar to some found on Ca­
ter's-and that they matched those taken 
from Williams's home. But authorities de­
clined to say what evidence they presented 
to the grandjury--or whether Williams was 
a suspect in other cases. No trial date bas 
been set. Since Williams was put under sur­
veillance in late May, no other young Atlan­
ta blacks are known to have disappeared. 
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I • \ c,,Sh • ~ .st . C . l ' A . 
vv f1l?-C>\~\ ompensating .1apanese- merzcans 

[ rcccnl.ly returned from the 6:Jrd verHe Lo rnovo me UR never before. worse Rhoulcl not cause us lo reduce 
annual re11nion of the 

1

12nd Infan try Whenever I hcnr "America the our effortH lo try tu prevent any inhu-
(Huinbuw) fJiviHion . ·We hnd a me- ncautiful" ugain, f will fee l the cha!- inanity to our fel ln\\' man . 
1norial Hcrvice for our depmtcd follow lcnge stated in that line: "America, f hope the prt•~r nt ad rninistrntion 
soldiers und Rang "America the Oenuti- C:nd mend thine every flaw. " For t.ho~e is nf sufficit>nt stat11rn lo admit that 
ful." The recent work of our Cnngrcs::; · nf ou r regiment who helped frre the we have made a frw mistakes nnd 
on the ·intr.rnmcnt of U.S. citizens of priHoncrn of Dnchnu, it was c,rny to Hre that it will take action to Lry lo pre-
,Japancse anceHlry during World Wor t.he inhurnnnity and to cnndem n Hitler vent similnr occurrences.• 
fl cuused the third line of the second and the Germh,~s. Bt1t that others lll'e T. C. ALDRfDGE 

··-· Alexandria 

• 
The ortic<le · about the relocation of 

the ,Japanese during \\'orid Wor ff 
!"Shadows of War,'' Style, ,July 14/ was 
presented in 11 \'cry interesting way. ft 
wns certilinly not one of our nation's 
shining h,H,;s, but wr rnu~t rcmrmhcr 
there wus such l~•;ir of invusion that the 
West Coast was blacked out, and that 
we were "low,~ I.he war" at I.hat time. 
The concept of the "in~crutablc Orien ­
tal" probnbly contributed to the deci­
sion to move the entire ,JapaneRe popu­
lation inland. The $12 to $19 paid to 
the cvncuee!I ~ounds inhuman unbs it 
is remembered thnt a private in the 
lU-J. Army was paid $2 1 a month ot 
that ti111e. • 

Washington MARY 8. HO U!< 
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