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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release March 17, 1982 

The President has signed H.R. 5021 which extends the date 
for submission to Congress of the report of the Commission 
on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians. 
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FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

T H E W HI TE HO U SE 

WA S HI N G TO N 

August 11, 1981 

FRED F. FIELDING /7//7 
PETER J. RUSTHOVEN(:t,4.,k!...._ 

Material from Michael Uhlmann re: 
Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Civilians 

I have reviewed the materials -sent you by Michael Uhlmann 
concerning the above-referenced Commission and the desire 
of the pre sent Chairman, Joan Z. Berstein, to step down as 
soon as possible. Uhlmann states that Bernstein also wishes 
to delay announcing her resignation "until the President has 
had an opportunity to consider the Commission's task and 
line up a prospective Chairman of his own." 

The Commission presently has nine members, three each ap­
pointed by the President, the Speaker of the House and the 
President pro tempore of the Senate. Pub. L. No. 96-317, 
§ 3(b), 94 Stat. 664, 664-5 (1980), as amended by Pub. L. 
No. 97-3, 95 Stat. 5 (1981) (the "Commission Act"). The 
Execut~ve Clerk's records confirm that Bernstein is one of 
the three members who were appointed by President Carter. 
Since any "vacancy on the Commission ... shall be filled 
in the same manner in which the original appointment was 
made, 11 Commission Act, § 3(c), the President will have the 
right to appoint a replacement for Be rnstein on the Commis­
sion. 

However, Uhlmann's other sugge stions -- i.e., that the Presi­
dent either appoint a new Chai rman or elevate the Vice Chair­
man, Rep. Dan Lungren (R.-Cal.) and appoint a new Commissioner 
-- cannot be followed. The Commi ssion Act provides that 
11 [t]he , Commission shall elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman from 
among its members. Ther t e rm of office of each shall be for 
the l i fe of the Commi ssion." Commission Act, § 3( f ). He nce, 
on Bernstein's res i gnati on, either Lungr e n wi ll b e come Chair­
man and the Commission will ele ct a new Vice Chai rman, or the 
Commi ssion will elect a new Chairman. (Lungren, incidentally, 
is not one of the three membe rs who we r e appointed by President 
Carter). In either case, however, the President will not be 
able either to make his new appo i n tee the Chairman or to desig­
na t e some other member of the Commi ss i on to be Chairman. 
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I recommend (a) sending a memorandum to Pen James, advising 
him that there will be a vacancy on this Commission as soon as 
the President is in a position to name a replacement, and (b) 
sending a memorandum to Uhlmann thanking him for the informa­
tion, stating that we have advised Person.nel of the situation, 
and asking that he inform Bernstein that we are looking for a 
new Commissioner and will advise her as soon as the President 
is ready to appoint a replacement, so that she can time her 
resignation accordingly. As to the last, Uhlmann indicates 
that Bernstein "is an old acquaintance," and he will "be glad 
to provide such assistance as you may need." 

Draft memoranda to James and Uhlmann are attached for your review 
and signature. The memorandum to James includes information on 
the Commission's present hearing schedule, which should help in 
determining the proper timing of the appointment. Since this 
position does not require Senate c~nfirmation, we _should be 
able to proceed fairly rapidly once Personnel identifies a re­
placement. 

Attachments 



MEMORAJ\' DL'M 

FOR: 

FROM: 

TH E \'\,. HI T E H O L) SE 

WA SHI NGTQr-; 

August 11, 1981 

E. PENDLETON JAMES 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 

PRESIDENTIAL PERSONNEL 

FRED F. FIELDING0Rm1N L 
COUNSEL TO THE PRE~£ 

SUBJECT: Anticipated Vacancy on Commission on War­
time Relocation and Internment of Civilians 

I have been advi s e d by Michael Uh lmann that th~ pre s ent 
Chairman of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Intern­
ment of Civilians, Joan Z. Bernstein, wishes to resign as 
soon as possible, but that she also wants to delay doing so 
until the President has had the opportunity to identify her 
replacement. 

-The Commission was created by Pub. L. No. 96-317, 94 Stat. 
964 (1980), to study and report on the circumstances sur­
rounding the relocation and internment of Japanese and Aleut 
civilian American citizens during World War II. Initially, 
there were to be seven Commissioners -- three appointed by 
the President and two each by the Speaker of the House and 
the President pro ternpore of the Senate. An amendment ap­
proved in February of this year expanded the Commission to 
nine members, with each of the appointing authorities having 
three appointments. Pub. L. No. 97-3, 95 Stat. 5 (1981). 
Copies of both acts, and of the Senate report on the initial 
legislation, are attached. Also attache d are additional 
materials about the work of the Commi ss i on that were forwarded 
to me by Uhlmann, and a draft l e t t er o f r e signation prepared 
by Bernstein in July. 

Since Bernstein was Presidentially appointed and the Commis­
sion Act provides that vacancies shall be filled in the same 
mann e r i n whi ch the initial appo i n tmen t was made, the P re sident 
will have the r i ght to name a replaceme nt for Bernstein once 
she resigns. Howe ver, the President will not have the right 
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. 
to make his replacement the Chairman or to designate some other 
member of the Commission to serve as Chairman. Under~ 3(f) of 
Pub. L. No. 96-317, the selection of a Chairman and Vice Chair­
man is done by the Commission itself. 

You will note that among the attached materials is the present 
hearing schedule for the Commission. This indicates that, fol­
lowing public hearings in San Francisco that are scheduled to 
conclude Thursday, August 13, 1981, the Commission will not be 
holding more public hearings until September 9. This interim 
between hearings might be a good time to have Bernstein resign 
and a replacement named, if one can be identified quickly enough. 
This position does not require Senate confirmation, so it should 
be possible to move quickly once a prospective replacement has 
been identified. 

I have asked Uhlmann, who is acquainted with Bernstein, to tell 
her we are looking for a replacement and will let her know when 
we are in a position to name one. Let me know if you have any 
questions or we can provide any additional help. 

Thank you. 

Attachments 

FFF:PJR:sd 08/11/81 

cc: Fy'Fielding 
""PJRusthoven , 
Subject 
Chron. 
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!\tEM ORA!\D l?M 

TH E \-\' HI TE HO U SE . 
W AS HI NC ;TQ N, 

August 13, 1981 

FOR: MICHAEL M. UHLMANN 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

FOR POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING tJ}Hrn1 ~:;;t 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT UV F .• .f. 

SUBJECT: Anticipated Vacancy on Commission on War­
time Relocation and Internment of Civilians 

Thank you for advis i ng me _of the desire of the present c0airman 
of the above-referenced Commission, Joan Z. Bernstein, tG re­
sign as soon as the President has identified a prospective 
replacement, and for forwarding the additional materials about 
the Commission and its work. 

I have passed this information along to Pen James, and have 
also told him the current hearing schedule of the Commission. 
Incidentally, though the President will have the right to re­
place Bernstein as a Commissioner once she resigns (since she 
was one of the three members appointed by President Carter), 
the President will not be able to designate who will become 
Chairman of the Commission. The relevant act provides that 
"[t]he Commission shall elect a Chairman and a Vice Chairman 
from among its members." Pub. L. No. 96-317, 94 Stat. 964, 
965 (1980). The 1981 amendment expanding the Commission's 
membership did not change this provision. 

You may want to call Bernstein, since you are acquainted with 
her, to tell her that we are looking for a replacement and 
will advise her when an individual has been identified, so 
that she will be able to time her resignation accordingly. 
Pen or I will keep you posted on developments. 

FFF: PJR :·sd 08/13/81 

cc: FJi)-Fielding 
~JRusthoven 
Subject 
Chron. 
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MEMORANDUM 

i:;,OR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

WASHINGTON• 

July 27, 1981 

FRED FIELDING/ A,/ 
MICHAEL UHLMA~ 

D34446 

Attached are various materials relating to the creation and 
operations of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Interp­
ment of Civilians. 

Very briefly, the Commission was created by P.L. 96-317 
(approved by President Carter on July 31, 1980) to conduct an 
historical inquiry into the background of E.O. 9066, by which 
President Roosevelt authorized the evacuation and iternment of 
Japanese Americans during World War II. An amendment to 
P.L. 96-317 was approved by President Reagan on February 10 of 
this year (P.L. 97-3), expanding the Commission from seven to 
nine members. 

Initial hearigs were held on July 14 and 16 in Washington, D.C., 
and a schedule for future hearings has been adopted to carry the 
Commission through roughly September. In the meantime, the 
Commission staff is apparently preparing a draft report that 
will be considered by the Commission upon conclusion of its 
public hearings in September. 

The Chairman of the Commission, Joan A. Bernstein, would like to 
step down at the earliest possible date. She does not want to 
do so, or to annonce her resignation publicly, until the Presi­
dent has had an opportunity to consider the Commission's task and 
line up a prospective Chairman of his own. 

The ideal way to proceed, I would suppose, would be to accept her 
resignation simultaneously with the appointment of a successor. 
One possibility might be to designate Congressman Dan Lungren, 
now the Vice Chairman, as permanent Chairman, and appoint another 
person to the Commission. In any event, it would be a good idea 
to touch base with Lungren before proceeding. I defer to wiser 
heads the consideration of the relevant political considerations. 

Included in the attached materials is a draft letter of resig­
nation from Chairman Bernstein. I would be happy for you to 
take it from here, but as Jodie is an old acquaintance of mine, 
I'd be glad to provide such assistance as you may need. 
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PUBLIC LAW 97-3-FEB. 10, 1981 

Public Law 97-3 
97th Congress 

•An Act 
To increase the number of members of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and 

Internment of Civilians. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That (a)(l) subsec­
tion (b) of section 3 of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and 
Internment of Civilians Act is amended by striking out "seven" and 
inserting in lieu thereof"nine". 

(2) Clause (2) of such subsection is amended by striking out "Two" 
and inserting in lieu thereof "Three". 

(3) Clause (3) of such subsection is amended by striking out "Two" 
and inserting in lieu thereof "Three". 

(b) Subsection (e) of section 3 of such Act is amended by striking out 
"Four" and inserting in lieu thereof "Five". 

Approved February 10,1981. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY-S. 253: 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 127 (1981): 
Jan. 27, considered and passed Senate. 
Jan. 28, considered and passed House. 

79-139 0 - Bl (3) 0 

95 STAT. 5 

Feb. 10, 1981 
rs. 253J 

Commission on 
Wartime 
Relocation and 
Internment of 
Civilians, 
membership 
increase. 
94 Stat. 964. 
50 USC app. 1981 
note. 
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96TH CoxoRESS 
fdSessi<m } SENATE 

Calendar No. 801 
{ REPORT 

No. 96-751 

CO £MISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION AND 
INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS ACT 

:\IAY 15 (legislati,e day, JANUARY 3), 1980.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. JACKSON, from the Committee on GQ_vernrnental A.ff.airs, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany S. 1647] 

The Committee on Governmental Affairs, to which was referred the 
bill (S. 1647) to establish a Commission to gather facts to determine 
whether any wrong was committed again t those, American citizens 
and permanent resident aliens affected by E:s:ecuti,e Order Numbered 
0066: and for other purposes, lutYing con idered the same, reports 
favorably thereon with amendments to the text and an amendment 
to the title and recommends that the bill as amended, do pass. 

PURPOSE OF LEGISLATION" 

It i!: the purpose of thiE Act toe tablish a commi ion to review the 
facts and circumstances sm-row1ding E:s:ecntiYe Order No. 9066, issued 
February 19: 1942, and the impact of such Executive Order on Amer­
ican citizens and permanent resident aliens, and to recommend appro­
priate remedies. The Commission i!: al o charged with reviewing the 
circumstance!: surrounding the relocation: and in some cases, intern­
ment of the Aleut ciYilian citizen!: pursuant to Lnited States military 
directives during ·world War II. 

BACKGROU1'.7) 

In February 1942, the PresidPnt of the United States issued Execu­
tive Order No. 9066 which rPsulted in the erncuation and internment 
of more than 120,000 Japanese .American civilian citizens and resident 
aliens. 

Internment of Japanese Americans was W1dertaken as a result of 
alleged security problems; however, no hearing or any other form of 

59-109 0 
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procedural due process was accorded cretainees. Internees were de­
privc>d of their liberty and property apparently based on their ethnic 
origin alone. 

In a letter addressed to Chairma1~ Abraham Ribicoff, dated 
:March 26 19 0, Kathan Perlmutter, the Anti-Defamation League:s 
National Director, briefly summarized the background of the Order 
and its impa:ct on American citizens of Japanese ancestry. The letter 
al o de cribes succinctly the rationale for a Commission at this time. 
P ortions of the League's letter follow : 

* * * On February 19: 19-!2, shortly after America:s entry 
into TVorld ,var II, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
ExecutiYe Order D066 " ·hich empowered military command­
ers to prescribe certain military areas from "hich they could 
exclude any and all persons. The order did not mention any 
specific group of persons. Yet, during the following four 
years, this authority was used by officials of the "Cnited States 
goyernment to remon and incarcerate some 77,000 American 
citizens of Japanese ancestry, and 43,000 Japanese nationals, 
most of whom ,Yere pennanrnt 1;.s. residents. 

:Many people belie,·e the attack on Pearl Harbor was the 
justification for thi,: relocation of ,Japanese Americans. In 
fact, military necessity wa~ the reason gi,·en by the govern­
ment for this action. Bnt, if national security ·1yas the ration­
ale, why were Japanese _\rnericans in Hawaii not similarly 
interned, and " ·hy were German and Italian aliens not sub­
jected to similar restrictions? " Thy were Japanese Americans 
subjectrd to wholesale intemment when no per on of Japa­
nese ancestry liYing in the rnited States, or the then-terri­
tories of Alaska and Hawaii, had enr been charged ,,ith any 
act of espionage or sabotage prior to the issuance of the Ex­
ecutiYe Order nor, i)J.deecL at any time thereafted ,,Thy, there­
fore, was this group of ciYilians singled out and deprived of 
liberty and property without criminal charges or a trial of 
any kind 1 

" That motirnted this removal and internment of unprece­
dented numbers of Japanese Americans and permanent 
resident aliens of Japanese ancestry~ Was it necessary to 
insulate ,Japanese Americans from the possible effects of a 
,Ya'rtime hysteria? " 7as it the consequence of prejudice and 
discrimination against persons of Japanese ancestry which 
was built up over a long period of time? These are some of the 
questions which still remain unanswered sorrie forty years 
after these event!: took place. 

As President Ford said when he rescinded Executive Order 
9066, exactly 34 years after its issuance, "An honest reckon­
ing, however, must include a recognition of our national mis­
takes as well as our national achievements. Learning from 
our mistakes is not pleasant, but as a great philosopher once 
admonished, we must do so if we want to avoid repeating 
them." 

Committed as we are by our charter adopted in 1913, "to 
secure justice and fair treatment for all citizens alike," the 

- -------- ---

l 

I 
I 

i 
r 

I 

Ii 

l :: 

- - -· - - _, 



i 

: 

3 

Anti-Defamation League believes it is time for our govern­
ment to look into a1id focus its attention on the events 
surrounding this mass incarceration. Therefore, the Anti­
Defamation League urges early passage of S. 1647. 

At clo e to the same time, approximately 1,000 Aleut civilian United 
States citizen were relocated pursuant to directives of the United 
States military forces. 

, ariou document submitted to the Committee by representatives 
of the Aleuts report that approximately 1,000 Aleut-American citi­
zens wPre relocated from the Aleutian Islands and interned on the 
mainland becau e of the threat of military action against those islands. 
T,he document. how that during their internment, many died from 
lack of adequate helt-er, poor sanitary conditions and inadequate 
medical care. Apparently, families were broken up and original com­
munities w·ere irreparably damaged. It is evident to the Committee 
that little is publicly known concerning the experiences of the Aleuts 
during this tragic period of their history. 

Those action inYoh·ing Japanese Americans and Aleuts haYe never 
been fully and sufficiently examined in any public forum or explained 
to the many American citizens who were affected. Many questions 
need to be answered so that this chapter in United States history may 
be completed. The Committee hopes that a thorough explor.at10n of 
these matters by the Commission will expose any injustices inflicted 
upon the .Japanese and Aleut people and other American citizens and 
"·ill provide a basis for ruppropriate recommendations. 

Su~U.IARY OF HEARINGS 

The Committee conducted a hearing on S. 1647 during which three 
panels of witnesses testified. The panel~ consisted of the following 
groups: Panel One was composed of Members of Congress; Panel Two 
included a representative of a civil rights group and an historian; and 
various Asian American interest groups were represented on the 
Third Panel. 

The witnesses discussed the need for a special commission. the issues 
that such a Commission should address, and how the Commission 
should approach making recommendations for rectifying any wrongs 
that mav have been committed. 

Each ··l\fember of CongrPss who sat on the first panel highly recom­
mended establishing a commission and exprPssed the opinion t.hat the 
Commission could serve a useful purpose of all citizens of the United 
St.ates. Concern ,ms expressPd about finally clearing the record on 
this matter and edncating thr Nation about the facts and circum­
sta,1ces inYolnd in the intC'rnnwnt of the Japanese _.\.mrrican ci,·ilians 
pursuant to Executive Order No. UOfi6. Senator _ fatsunaga summar­
ized the discussion when he stated that there remain many unanswered 
fJUestions about the detention of Japane e Americans during World 
·war II, and that these fJUestions leaye an unfinished c,hapter in our 
Nation's historv. 

It ,,as stressed more than once during the Committee hearing that a 
major part of the Commission's ,rnrk should be to Pnsure that this 
bleak part of our hi tory will newr be allowed to be repeated in the 
future. Several witnesses pointed out that the Commission's work, 
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throuO'h educating the public, will help to assure that a Presidential 
directi\·e such as Executive Order !)066, and its implementation and 
effects, "ould no be sanctioned by the American public ever ag.ain. 
Con<Tressman Jim Wrio-ht, Majority L eader of the House of Repre­
sen~ti,·e pu it uccin~tly: "In our unreasoning fear and misguided 
zeal at the outset of World ,,~ ar II, we did a great disservice to our 
fellow American of Japanese heritage those 30 odd years ago. At 
the very lea t we now should say that we are sorry. ,Ye might recall 
in thi connection the words of Abraham Lincoln who said: 'Those 
who would deny freedom to others do not desen·e it themselves. And, 
under a ju t God, they will not long retain it.'" 

The testimony presented by Panel Two also supported the establish­
ment of the Commis ·ion. Professor Roger Daniels, who has spent 20 
ye.ars studying the history of Japanese Americans stated that since 
1945 most scholarly opinion has condemned the relocation. Professor 
Daniels stated that S. 1647 is an excellent ,my to begin making 
amends. Clarence :Mitchell, Chairman of the Leadership Conference 
on Civil Rights, stressed the importance of establishing a commission 
to look into this occurrence so that "our country will be able to speak 
"·ith greater confidence and credibility when it rightly calls for re­
spect for human rights in other parts of the "orld." 

The witnesses on Panel Three "ere supportive of establishing such 
a commission, with one exception. "\Villiam Hohri, Chainnan of the 
Xational Council for Japanese American Redress, stated that it is 
obvious that there were wrongs committed against Japanese American 
civiJi.ans and, therefore, there is no need for a commission to review 
the facts. Mr. Hohri went on to say that the right to compensation for 
this miscarriage of justice to the civilians interned is the only issue 
that should be .addressed at this time. 

Mike Masaoka, President of· the Nisei Lobby said that setting up 
a special commission is preferable to the utilization of an existing 
agency to look at the impact Executin Order Ko. 9066 has had on 
people's lives because the Japanese American citizens' situation has 
been so unique. Other panelists shared this conclusion. 

Panel Three also suggested that the Commission should addre the 
question of rectifying any wrongs that may ha,·e been committed. 
The panel suggested that the testimony ~athered throughout the 
country should address itself to that quest10n, and the Commission 
should base its recommendations with respect to redress on the testi­
mony received. 

TVITXESS LTST 

P.\XEL I-::IIE::IIBERS OF COXGRE S 

Thr Honorable Spark :\I. :\Iatsunaga (D-IIawaii) "Gnited States 
Senate. 

The Honorable .Tim ·wright (D-Texas) . rnited States House of 
Representatives. 

The HonorablP Xorman Y. :\Iineta (D-California), United States 
House of Representatins. 

The Honorable Robert T. :\latsui (D-California), United States 
House of Representatives. 
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PAXEL II-CIVIL RIGHTS/HISTORY 

Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr., Chairman, Leadership Conference on 
Civil Rights. 

Dr. Roger Daniels, Head, Department of History, University of 
Cincinnati. 

PAXEL III-INTEREST GROUPS 

Jerry Enomoto, Past President, Japanese American Citizens 
League. 

Diane Yen-Mei "\Vong: Executive Director, Commission on Asian 
American Affairs. 

"\Villiam Hohri, Chair, National Council for Japanese American 
Redress, also, Member, Methodist Association for Social Action, 
Chicago Chapter. _ 

Mike N. Masaoka, President and Washington Advocate, Niesei 
Lobby. 

Su11rMARY OF LEGISLATION 

Sections 1 & 2-Short title, findings and purpose 
Sections 1 and 2 state the title and the purpose of the legislation. 

Thev establish a Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment 
of Civilians to review the facts and circumstances surrounding the 
relocation of approximately 120,000 civilian citizens and permanent 
resident aliens to internment camps during World vVar II, under 
Executive Order No. 9066 in America. The commission is also to 
review the circumstances surrounding the relocation of approxi­
mately 1,000 Aleut civilian United States citizens pursuant to United 
States military directives during ·world ·wa.r II. 

The Commission is char~ecl with evaluating the impact the mili­
tary directives and Executive Order No. 9066 had on the persons it 
affected and to recommend to the Congress and the President any 
appropriate remedies which should be made available to those 
persons. 
Section 3-Establishment of Commission 

Section 3 establishes the Commission. The Commission will be com­
posed of seven members-three members appointed by the President, 
two members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representa­
tives, and two members appointed by the President Pro Tempore of 
the Senate. Four members of the Commission constitutes a quorum. 
The first meeting will be called by the President no later than 60 
days after the enactment of the bill. 

Each member of the Commission shall be compensated at a rate 
equal to the daily rate prescribed for GS-1 under the General 
Schedule, unless the member is already employed by the United 
States Government, in which case there will be no additional com­
pensation for that member other than reimbursements for necessary 
expenses. 
Section 4-Duties of the Commission 

The duties of the Commission are containecl in Section 4. It is the 
duty of the Commission to carry out the purpose of this Act by hold­
ing public hearings in cities throughout the United States that are 
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appropriate locations for reviewing the circumstances surrounding 
the internment of the civilian citizens during '\Vorld '\Var II. The 
Commission must report on its findings and make its recommenda­
tions to Congres and the President by October 1, 1981. 

Section 5-Powers of the Commission 
Section 5 provides for the powers of the Commission. The Com­

mission may hold hearings and call for "hatever form of testimony 
it deems advisable; witnesses, books, records: correspondence, memo­
randa, papers and documents. The Commission is authorized to 
request that the Attorney General .invoke the aid of the United Sta~es 
District Courts when necessary to compel by subpoena or otherwise 
necessary testimony or evidence. All governmental agencies shall 
cooperate with the Commission and provide all requested informa­
tion to the extent permitted by law. 
Section 6-Administrative provisions 

This section contains the Commission:s administrative provi ions. 
The Commission is authorized to appoint and fix the compensation of 
its personnel without regard to title 5 of the U.S. Code. The com­
pensation rate may not exceed the rate payable under G. -1 of the 
General Schedule. The Commission is authorized to enter into agree­
ments with the Administrator of General Services for financial and 
administrative services that will be reimbursed from Commission 
funds, and to procure supplies, services, and property by contract to 
the extent provided for in appropriations acts. Also the Commission 
is authorized to enter into contracts with Federal and State agencies 
pr~vate firms, and institutions necessary to discharge its duties con­
sistent with 3ippropriation acts. 

Section 7-Termination 
Section 7 provides for the termination of the Commission as of 

February 1, 1982, unless it is extended by another Act of Congress. 
Section8-Authorization of appropriations 

Section 8 authorizes the appropriations of $1 500 000 for the period 
beginning October 1, 1980, and ending February 1, 1982. 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

The Committee considered a series of amendments to the bill during 
its mark-up on May 8, 1980. All amendments to the Committee Print 
were accepted. The amendments included one changing the number of 
Commission members from fifteen to seven and hortening the life of 
the Commission from a maximum of 24 months to a maximum of 16 
months; also adopted was an amendment giving the Commission au­
thority to request the Attorney General to invoke the aid of an appro­
priate United States District Court for the production of documents 
or witnesses. 

An amendment sponsored by Senator Stevens was agreed to which 
provides that the Commission include in its review, the events relating 
to the internment of Aleut civilians in Alaska during World War II. 
Other amendments pertained to the cost of the Commission, the au­
thority to procure supplies, contracts and services, the limitation on 
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the staff compensation levels and minor changes in the findings and 
purpose section were also adopted by the Committee. 

The bill was agreed to unanimously by the Committe by a vote of 
13-0. This included four proxies. The votes are as follows: 

Yea Yes 

Senator Jackson ___ X (Proxy) Senator Percy _______ X 
Senator Javits _______ X (Proxy) Senator Eagleton __ X 

Senator Chiles _____ X Senator Stevens ______ X (Proxy) 
Senator Glenn _____ X Senator Danforth ____ X 
Senator Sasser----· X Senator Duren berger_ X (Proxy) 
Senator Pryor_ ____ X 
Senator Levin _____ X 

S t R .b. ff X (Proxy) ena or 1 1co ____ _ 

EVALUATION OF REGULATORY I:r.rPACT 

Paragraph ll(b) (1) of Rule XXVI requires each report accom­
panying a bill to evaluate the regulatory impact which would be 
incurred in carrying out the bill. 

S. 1647 establishes a Commission to review the facts and circum­
stances surrounding Executive Order No. 9066 and the directiws of 
U.S. military forces requiring internment of Aleut civilians and to 
recommend appropriate remedies. The legislation provides for no 
new regulatory authority and will have no regulatory impact. 

CosT ESTIMATE 

Section 8 of the bill authorizes to be appropriated $1.5 million for 
the period of October 1, 1980, through February 1, 1982. The Con­
gressional Budget Office has estimated an authorization level for 
fiscal year 1981 in the amount of $1.5 million. ·Its estimated outlays 
are for $1.3 million for fiscal year 1981 and $.2 million for fiscal 
year 1982. A .copy of the CBO cost estimate is included (See Appen­
dix A). 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LA w 

Paragraph 12 of Rule XXVI requires a notation of changes in 
existing law. There are no such changes with respect to this legis­
lation, as the legislation proposes a new temporary commission. 

TEXT OF s. 1647 AS REPORTED 

A BILL To estalblish a Commission to gather facts to determine whether any 
wrong was committed against those American citizens and permanent resi­
dent aliens affected by Executi,e Order Xumbered 9066, and for other purposes 

B e it enacted by the Senate and ll(mse of RepTesentatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SHORT TITLE 

SECTIOX 1. This Act may be cited as the "Commission on ·wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians Act". 
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FINDINGS AND PURPOSE 

SEc. 2. (a) The Congress finds that--
( 1) approximately one hundred and twenty thousand civilians 

were relocated and detained in internment camps pursuant to 
Executirn Order X o. 9066, issued February · 19, 1942, and other 
a ociated actions of the Federal Government; 

(2) approximately one thousand Aleut civilian American citi­
zens "·ere relocated and, in some cases, detained in internment 
camp pur uant to directiYes of United States military forces 
during ·world ·war II and other associated actions of the Federal 
Government· and 

(3) no sufficient inquiry has been made into the matters de­
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(b) It is the purpo e of this Act to establish a commission to-
( 1) review the facts and circumstances surrounding Executive 

Order N" o. 9066, issued February 19, 1942, a11d the impact of such 
Executive Order on American citizens and permanent resident 
aliens; 

(2) review directins of United States military forces requir­
ing internment of Aleut civilians; and 

(3) recommend appropriate remedies. 

ESTABUSHl\IEXT OF COJ\IMISSIOX 

SEc. 3. (a) There is established the Commission on Wartime Re­
location and Internment of Civiliam (hereinafter referred to a's the 
"Commission"). 

(b) The Commission shall be composed of seven members: who shall 
be appointed as follows: 

(1) Three members shall be appointed by the President. 
(2) Two members shall be appointed by the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives. 
(3) Two members shall be appointed by the President pro 

tempore of the Senate. 
( c) The term of office for members shall be for the life of the Com­

mission. A vacancy in the Commission shall not affect its powers, and 
shall be filled in the same manner in which the original appointment 
was made. 

(cl) The first meeting of the Commission shall be called by the 
President within sixty days after the date of enactment of this Act. 

( e) Four members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum, 
but a lesser number may hold hearings. 

(f) The Commission shall elect a Chairman and ,ice Chairman 
from among its members. The term of office of each shall be for the 
life of the Commission. 

(a) Each member of the Commission who is not otherwise em­
ployed by the United States Government shall receive compensation 
at a rate equal to the daily rate prescribed for GS-18 under the Gen­
eral Schedule contained in section 5332 of title 5, United States Code, 
for each day, including tra,·eltime, .he or she is engaged in the actual 
performance of -his or her duties as a member of the Commission. A 
member of the Commission who is an officer or employee of the United 

l 
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States Governmen shall serve without additional compensation. All 
- I members of the Com.mi "ion shall be reimbursed for travel, subsistence, 

and other necessary expense incurred by them in the performance of 
their duties. 

DUITE OF THE CO::IDfISSION 

SEc. 4. (a) It shall be the duty ?f the Commission to----: . 
(1) re,;-ie,, the fact and circumstances surroun~g Executive 

Order -o. 9066 i ~ued February 19, 1942, and the 1mpact of such 
Executive Order on .American citizens and permanent resident 
aliens; . 

(2) revie" clirectirns of ~nited States military forces reqmr-
ing internment of Aleut civilians; and 

( 3) recommend appropriate remedies. 
(b) The Commission shall hold public hearings in Los Angeles, 

San Francisco and Fresno, California; Portland, Oregon; Seattle, 
·washin<Tton; .Anchorage nalaska, and St. Paul, Alaska; Phoenix, 
Arizona; Salt Lake City. ~tah: Denver. Colorado; Chicago, Illinois; 
New York, ~ eTI" York; If ashington, D.C. ; and in any other city that 
the Commission finds appropriate. 

( c) The Commission shall submit a TI"ritten report of its findings 
and recommendations to the Congress not later than October 1, 1981. 

POWERS OF THE CO::IU,IISSION 

SEC. 5. (a) The Commission or, on the authorization of the Commis­
sion, any subcommittee or member thereof, may, for the purpose of 
carrying out the provisions of this A ct, hold such hearings and sit 
and act at such times and places, and request the attendance and testi­
mony of such ,,..itnesses and the production of such books, records, 
correspondence, memorandum, papers, and documents as the Commis­
sion or such subcommittee or member may deem advisable. The Com­
mission may request the Attorney General to invoke the aid of an 
appropriate United States district court to require, by subpoena or 
otherwise, such attendance, testimony, or production. 

(b) The Commission may acquire directly from the head of any 
department, _agency, independent instrumentality, or other authority 
of the executive branch of the Government, available information 
which the Commission considers useful in the discharge of its duties. 
All departments, agencies, and independent instrumentalities, or 
other authorities of the executive branch of the Government shall 
cooperate with the Commission and furnish all information requested 
by the Commission to the extent permitted by law . 

.ADl\IINISTR.A TIVE PROVISIONS 

SEc. 6. The Commission is authorized to---
(1) appoint and fix the compensation of such personnel as may 

be necessary, without regard to the provisions of title 5, United 
States Code, governing appointments in the competitive service, 
and l,ithout regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and subcha.pter 
III of chapter 53 of such title relating to classification and Gen­
eral Schedule pay rates, except that the compensation of any em-

-=,,,..,.-_,,...,.,...-=---------------- --- -----------____,..---,,· 
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ployee of the Commission may not exceed a rate equivalent to ~he 
rate payable under GS-18 of the General Schedule under section 
5332 of such title· 

(2) obtain the services of experts and consultants in accord­
ance with the provisions of section 3109 of such title; 

(3) enter into agreements with the Administrator of General 
Services for procurement of necessary financial and administra­
tive services for which payment shall be made by reimbursement 
from funds of the Commission in such amounts as may be agreed 
upon by the Chairman of the Commission and the Administrator; 

( 4) procure supp lies, services, and property by contract in 
accordance with applicable laws and regulations and to the ex-· 
tent or in such amounts as are provided in appropriation Acts; 
and 

( 5) enter into contracts with Federal or State agencies, pri­
vate firms, institutions, and agencies for the conduct of re earch 
or surveys, the preparation of reports, and other actiYities neces­
sary to the discharge of the duties of the Commission to the ex­
tent or in such amounts as are provided in appropriation Acts. 

TERllIINATION 

SEC. 7. The Commission shall terminate on February 1, 1982, unless 
extended by a subsequent Act of Congress. 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIOXS 

SEc. 8. To carry out the provisions of this Act, there are authorized 
to be appropriated $1,500,000 for the period beginning October 1, 
1980 and ending February 1, 1982. 

Amend the title so as to read : "A bill to establish a commission to 
review the facts and circumstances surrounding Executive Order Xo. 
9066, issued February 19, 1942, and the impact of such Executirn Or­
der on American citizens and permanent resident aliens, to review 
directives of United States military forces requiring internment of 
Aleut civilians, and to recommend appropriate remedies, and for 

· other purposes.". 
APPENDIX A 

CoxGREssrnxAL BUDGET 0FFICE-CosT EsTDIATE 

1f.Ay 12, 1980. 
1. Bill number: S. 1647. 
2. Bill title: Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment 

of Civilians Act. 
3. Bill status: As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on 

Governmental Affairs, May 8, 1980. 
4. Bill purpose. : The purpose of this leg-islation is to create a Com­

mission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians to review 
the circumstances surrounding the relocation and internment of per­
sons pursuant to Executive Order Number 9066 and directives of the 
United States military forces. The bill authorizes the appropriation 
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of $1.5 million for the oeriod October 1, 1980 through February 1, 1982 
to cover the necessary-expenses of the Commission. 

5. Cost estimate : 
Authorization level: 

Fiscal year: Milliona 

1981 -------------------------------------------------------- $1.5 
1982 --------------------------------------------------------
1983 ------------------------------------------------------- -
1984 --------------------------------------------------------
1985 --------------------------------------------------------Estimated outlays: 

Fiscal year : 
1981 ----------------------------------- --------------------- 1. 3 
1982 -------------------------------------------------------- .2 
1983 --------------------------------------------------------
1984 --------------------------------------------------------
1985 --------------------------------------------------------

6. Basis of estimate: For the purpose of this estimate, it has been 
assumed that the full amount authorized will be appropriated. Al­
though the bill does not provide for the termination of the Commis­
sion until F ebru!!,ry 1, 1982, it does require that the Commission submit 
a report of its finding Congress no later than October 1. 1981. There­
fore, it has been assumed that at least 85 percent of the total amount 
will be spent by the end of fiscal year 1981, with the remaining 15 per­
cent being spent in the remaining four months. 

7. Estimate comparison: None. 
8. Previous CBO estimate: None. 
9. Estimate prepared by Kathy Weiss. 
10. Estimate approved by: 

C. G. NUCKOLS, 
(For James L. Blum, 

Assistant Director for Budget Analysis). 

0 
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July 31, 1980 
[S. 1647] 

Commission on 
Wartime 
Relocation and 
Internment-of 
Civilians Act. 
50 USC app. 1981 
note. 

50.USC app. 1981 
note 

3CFR, 
1938-1943 
Comp., p. 1092. 

50 USC app. 1981 
note. 

Membership. 

PUBLIC LAW 96-317-JUL Y 31, 1980 

Public Law 96-317 
96th Congress 

An Act 
To ~lish a Co_=ission to gath!'!r fa~. to determine whether any wrong ~as 

COIIlillltted agamst those Amencan citizens and permanent resident aliens 
affected by Executive Order Numbered 9066, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SHORT TITLE 

SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the "Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians Act". 

FINDINGS AND PURPOSE 

SEC. 2. (a) The Congress finds that-
(1) approximately one hundred and twenty thousand civilians 

were relocated and detained in internment camps pursuant to 
Executive Order Numbered 9066, issued February 19, 1942, and 
other associated actions of the Federal Government; 

(2) approximately one thousand Aleut civilian American citi­
zens were relocated and, in some cases, detained in internment 
camps pursuant to directives of United States military forces 
during World War II and other associated actions of the Federal 
Government; and 

(3) no sufficient inquiry has been made into the matters' 
described in paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(b) It is the purpose of this Act to establish a commission to-
(1) review the facts and circumstances surrounding Executive 

Order Numbered 9066, issued February 19, 1942, and the impact 
of such Executive order on American citizens and permanent 
resident aliens; 

(2) review directives of United States military forces requiring 
the relocation and, in some cases, detention in internment camps 
of American citizens, including Aleut civilians, and permanent 
resident aliens of the Aleutian and Pribilof Islands; and 

(3) recommend appropriate remedies. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION 

SEC. 3. (a) There is established the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians (hereinafter referred to as the 
"Commission" ). 

(b) The Commission shall be composed of seven members, who shall 
be appointed within ninety days after the date of enactment of this 
Act as follows: 

(1) Three members shall be appointed by the President. 
(2) Two members shall be appointed by the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives. 
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(3) Two members shall be appointed by the President pro 
tempore of the Senate. 

(c) The term of office for members shall be for the life of the Term. 
Commission. A vacancy in the Commission shall not affect its powers, 
and shall be filled in the same manner in which the original 
appointment was made. 

(d) The first meeting of the Commission shall be called by the Meetings. 
President within one hundred and twenty days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, or within thirty days after the date on which 
legislation is enacted making appropriations to carry out this Act, 
whichever date is later. 

(e) Four members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum, but Quorum. 
a lesser number may hold hearings. 

(0 The Commission shall elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman 
from among its members. The term of office of each shall be for the 
life of the Commission. 

(g) Each member of the Commission who is not otherwise employed Compensation. 
by the United States Government shall receive compensation at a 
rate equal to the daily rate prescribed for GS-18 under the General 
Schedule contained in section 5332 of title 5, United States Code, for 
each day, including traveltime, he or she is engaged in the actual 
performance of his or her duties as a ·member of the Commission. A 
member of the Commission who is an officer or employee of the 
United States Government shall serve without additional compensa-
tion. All members of the Commission shall be reimbursed for travel, 
subsistence, and other necessary expenses incurred by them in the 
performance of their duties. 

DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION 

SEC. 4. (a) It shall be the duty of the Commission to-
(1) review the facts and .circumstances surrounding Executive 

Order Numbered 9066, issued February 19, 1942, and the impact 
of such Executive order on American citizens and permanent 
resident aliens; 

(2) review directives of United States military forces requiring 
the relocation and, in some cases, detention in internment camps 
of American citizens, including Aleut civilians, and permanent 
resident aliens of the Aleutian and Pribilof Islands; and 

(3) recommend appropriate remedies. 
(b) The Commission shall hold public hearings in such cities of the 

United States that it finds appropriate. 
(c) The Commission shall submit a written report of its findings and 

recommendations to Congress not later than the date which is one 
year after the date of the first meeting called pursuant to section 3(d) 
of this Act. 

POWERS OF THE COMMISSION 

SEC. 5. (a) The Commission or, on the authorization of the Commis­
sion. any subcommittee or member thereof, may, for the purpose of 
carrying out the provisions of this Act, hold such hearings and sit and 
act at such times and places, and request the attendance and 
testimony of such witnesses and the production of such books, 
records, correspondence, memorandum, papers, and documents as 
the Commission or such subcommittee or member may deem advis­
able. The Commission may_ request the Attorney General to invoke 
the aid of an appropriate United States district court to require, by 
subpoena or otherwise, such attendance, testimony, or production . . 

50 USC app. 1981 
note. 
Review. 
3CFR 
1938-1943. 
Comp., p. 1092. 

Hearings. 

Report to 
Congress. 

50 USC app. 1981 
note. 
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50 USC app. 1981 
note. 

5 USC 5101 et 
seq., 5331. 

5 USC 5332. 

.. 5 USC 3109. 
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(b) The Commission may acquire directly from the head of any 
department, agency, independent instrumentality, or other authority 
of the executive branch of the Government, available information 
which the Commission considers useful in the discharge of its duties. 
All departments, agencies, and independent instrumentalities, or 
other authorities of the executive branch of the Government shall 
cooperate with the Commission and furnish all information 
requested by the Commission to the extent permitted by law. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

SEC. 6. The Commission is authorized to-
(1) appoint and fix the compensation of such personnel as may 

be necessary, without regard to the provisions of title 5, United 
States Code, governing appointments in the competitive service, 
and without regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and sub­
chapter ill of chapter 53 of such title relating to classification 
and General Schedule pay rates, except that the compensation of 
any employee of the Commission may not exceed a rate equiva­
lent to the rate payable under GS-18 of the General Schedule 
under section 5332 of such title; 

(2) obtain the services of experts and consultants in accordance 
with the provisions of section 3109 of such title; 

(3) enter into agreements with the Administrator of General 
Services for procurement of necessary financial and administra­
tive services, for which payment shall be made by reimburse­
ment from funds of the Commission in such amounts as may be 
agreed upon by the Chairman of the Commission and the 
Administrator; 

(4) procure supplies, services, and property_ by contract in 
accordance with applicable laws and regulations and to the 
extent or in such amounts as are provided in appropriation Acts; 
and . 

(5) enter into contracts with Federal or State agencies, private 
firms, institutions, and agencies for the conduct of research or 
surveys, the· preparation of reports, and other activities neces­
sary to the discharge of the duties of the Commission, to the 
extent or in such amounts as are provided in appropriation Acts. 

- ---.---
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TERMINATION 

SEC. 7. The Commission shall terminate ninety days after the date 50USCapp. 1981 
- on which the report of the Commission is submitted to Congress note. 

pursuant to section 4(c) of this Act. 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

SEC. 8. To carry out the provisions of this Act, there are authorized 
to be appropriated $1,500,000. 

Approved July 31, 1980. 

LEGISLATIVE IIlSTORY: 

HOUSE REPORT No. 96-1146 accompanying H.R. 5499 (Comm. on the J udiciary). 
SENATE REPORT No. 96-751 (Comm. on Governmental Affairs). 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 126 (1980); 

May 22, considered and passed Senate. 
July 21, H.R. 5499 passed House; passage vacatd and S. 1647, amended, passed 

in lieu. 
July 24, Senate concurred in House amendments. 

WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS, No. 31: 
July 31, Presidential statement. 
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COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION 

AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS 0 
726 JACKSON PLACE , N .W . D SUITE 2020 D WASH IN GTO N . D .C. 205 0 6 D 202 /395-7 390 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

July 21, 1981 

/ DRAFT 7 

On July 31, 198~ President Carter signed into law Public 

Law 96-317 creating a seven-member Commission on Wartime Reloca­

tion and Internment of Civilians. The enabling legislation 

provided the members to be appointed as follows: three by the 

President, two by the Speaker of the House of Representatives 

and two by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 

On February 10, 1981 you signed into law Public Law 97-3 

expanding the Commission to nine members and prov iding that one 

be appointed by the Speaker of the House and one by the President 

Pro Tempore of the Senate. 

Last week in Washington the Commission publicly began 

its historic inquiry into the facts and circumstances surrounding 

Executive Order 9066 and the internment of approx i mately 120,000 

Japanese ~nd Aleut American citizens and permanent resident aliens 

during World War II. Two full days of impressive -- and many times 

moving testimony from government officials, citizens' groups and 

individual witnesses reinforced the importance of the Commission's 

responsibilities and undertaking. 



The President 
Page Two 
July 21, 1981 

DRAFT 

The Washington hearings also set the stage for the field 

hearings scheduled for the next few months in Los Angeles, 

San Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, Anchorage, Unalaska and St. Paul. 

At the same time, the staff will be preparing a draft report 

for the Commission's consideration. The report, to be submitted 

to Congress early next year will be an official record of the 

internment and relocation and contain the Commission's recommenda-

tions for appropriate remedies. In sum, the work of the Commission 

is on schedule and prepared to move into its final phase. 

I was pleased to be appointed to the Commission by President 

Carter on January 8, 1981 and have been privileged to serve as 

Chairman during the organizational period. I believe, however, it 

is entirely appropriate that I step aside as the Commission enters 

its second phase, so that you may appoint a commissioner of your own 

chosing. 

I hereby resign my commission, effective immediately. 

Sincerely, 

Joan Z. Bernstein 
Chairman 



Public Law 96-317 
Dated July 31, 1980 

Why a Co~ion? 
Almoc br,y ~ h:M passed siocr the U.S. ~t ordered 
120,000 dvllwls ~ and detained ln relocation amps, 
pw-su2111 IO £ucuthic Order 9066 and Civilian Orckrs of the U.S. 
snW:arrb~. . 

Presid.ent f'rlnkiln Ddano ~ ~ l:'.x.eCl.lM Order 9066 
on ttbruary 19, 1942, despht arguments by the: Anomey (ilil<'ral and 
FBI Direaor apinsl the mlllw; nece:sslty k>r ni.;w. cvacualion The 
E.uauM Order au:thoriz.ed mlliwy rommandcr.. desigrwed by Ult 
Secretary of War to excludt persons from prescribed miliw'y mnes 
or areas. Congress backed the Executhie Order tr,., ~ing Public ~ 
77-S03, whkh authorized imprisonment and fines k>r cMlims 
convlded of vk>Wing these orders. The 'l'c:stem Dcfcru;e Command 
and FoW'th Army subsequently mued o¥Cr 100 orden. which were 
applied exclushoely 10 persons of jApallCSe ancestry IMnR in I.he 
'l'csiem s:taleS. 

All pcnons of J~ ancestry in c.allfornia and portions of 
Washington, Oregon, and Arizona were c,rdercd IO~ their homes, 
taking 1,'lh them only what Ualc they could pack and arry 
Busines,es, property, ho~. f.umbnth, and Jl('f'Sllnal jtO(id!> Wl'rc lefl 
~hind. Assets were frozen by I.he ll. S. l"M.i-nmc.111. In ll}-1.l , the.· 
Untied Stal.es go'tlmUnellt buUt 10 rdocation Ct'lllt'rs In Artt.1111.1. 
Arkanw, Calik>mia., Colorado, Idaho, lWl and '1-)Qming. Jap,.nesc 
Amertc:an dmens and _permanent resident aliens were moYed lo these 
c:smP'. In March, 1946, the last delentlon camp closed. 

Tbt 'reletsed Japanese had gr-ea! dlfficulty in rcconstructinR their 
ltves. Many faced po¥Crtr. othm bund ~ bomtless. All faced 
uncena.lnty regarding their future. ,. 

nie pol.icy process whkh ffSUhed in the e¥ICUltion and 
inc:.arttntjon of 120,000 civilians has ontr been fully documented, 
nor bas the economk, IOdal and psychological impaa of the ~ in 
relocation c:enten been comprthenshoely recorded or aold. 

nie Aleut residents or both the Aleutian and Pribilof lsland.s were 
rtalCMd by the U.S. mlllwy authorities from their homes during 
June arid July of 1942. Tbe lnJtial decision IO ewcuate was based on 
the Japanese bombing of Duu:h Harbor In the Ak-utian chain, and I.Ir 
Japanete tm'1S1ons of Ami and llsu b:b.nds. More than HSU Alc..'Ut 
cWu:ns were taken lo lemporary camps In soUlhc,.~m Al-.1..-.k:i , lil>nic 
times dhom ldequs!e bod, dothinr,, sheber, or mcdkll 1111pplk$. 
Non-natM resldems ol the Aleiiian chain IICft" allowed Ill rcmaln In 
their communJties. 

Ill Illy 194-4, lhe ~ were returned k> llrlr hnnltS. Sonr bad 
perished due IO disca.'iC. 1bey i>und thtlr t.lmt~ bad olen ht.'t'II • 

vandalized and prupeny IIOJen. Tbt returnJng Aleuts faced the same 
DDCef11inty abom theJr butt as did the Japanese. ·ll ~ funny If 
our prnment can drop so many people in a plact l.ikt th.is and 
brget abom them ahogether,· Did Ltt McMillin, qcnt and C21'Ctaker 
of the Punter Rzy camp i,r lhr AltUL~. 



Chronology 

Japanese 
1~1 December 7-Japan's llUCk on Par! Harbor. Presidential 
Proclamation No. 2525 gives blanket a.uthority to Anorrwy General i,r 
a sweep of suspects. 

December- U.S. dec1atts war againSI Jap-.m. 
1~2 }unary 29-U.S. Anorney Geom.I is.sues first of a series of 
orders establishing limlted stra1egic area.~ along !ht Pacific Coast and 
requ.trtng the remo~ of al.I enemr aliens from these are-L~ . 

FebrD&r)' 19 - Roosevelt signs l:.xecutM Order 9066 authorizing 
Secretary of ~'ar, or any mlliwy commander designated by Secretary, 
IO esuhlish "military areas· and exclude therefrom ·any or al.I 
persons.· . 

March 2 - General De~'itt ~sues Public Proclamation No. 1, 
deslgna1lng milJW)' areas in the suies of Washington, Oregon, 
Californu and Arizona. Restrictions are placed on Japanest', German 
and Italian aliens and Japanese Americans. Period of wilunw:y 
evacuation be&lns-
March 18 - President Roo~lt si~ns 1-:xt'{"UtM· Ordt•r No . 11111! 
outing the War Relocation Aulhorlt) (WltA) . :t 11011-mllltary :tJ..'t'lll)' 

Yr'!th the authority to formula1e and carry out a pmgr.1111 , 1r ;s 

planned and orderly relOC2lion of persons L"V¥Wl1L-d undt·r E. 0 
9066. 
Marth 21 - Pmldi:nl Hoost"f'l!II sJ~ns Puhlk: law 77-50.~ making II 
a federal offense to ~Ille any order lssUL-d by a design:.ued mllit.1.ry 
commander under 11Jthority of E. 0. 9066. 
Huch 22 - First wge contingenl of JaJWiese and Japanese 
Americ2.ns mo~ from Los Angeles to the M.anzanar Assembly Center 
open.Led by the Army. 

May 19-WeSlern Defense Command issues Civilian Restriction 
Order No. I establishing al.I assemhly cenlt'.rs and n:locmin centers 
in the eight f.u western swes as milit.1.ry a.re-...s and k.lrbiddinJ.: 
evacuee residents to lcaYf these an:.1.s without expn.-ssed appm~ of 
the 'i'estem Defense C.Ommand. 
Ja.ty 13- Mit.suye Endo petitions for a writ of hahcas corpus. 
alleging that she was a loyal and law-abiding U.S. cltiz.en, that no 
charge had been made against her, tha1 she was being unlawfully 
cktaincd, and that she was confined in a rciocation center under 
armed guard and held there apinst her will. 
Augut 7 - Western Defense C.Ommand announco; the conipk-tion 
of evacu21ion of 110,000 from their homes ln the military area.~ either 
lo ~mbly centers or to WRA centers. The la.'il of the residt·nl~ of 
Japanest descent In eastern California are 11')(1Yed IO reloa1lon 
c.cniers. 
1 ~ 3 Jaa.ary 23 - Secretary of l;ar Stimson announet.'li plans i>r 
'1rma1lon of a special combat tt:arn of Jap-mese American wlun~rs 
from both the Mainland and Hawall. 

Febnmy 8 -R.eglstra1lon (·loy2lty" questionnaire) of all pcN>ns 
~r 17 yem of age for Army recruJlment, ~ion and n·lcK.,11inn 
begins ll mosi of lhe rdocation c:enlers. 
June 21- Hirabllyashi w. II. S. and Yasui w. ti. S. Supmne Court 
rules that a curfew may he Imposed ap.ln.<it one Rn>up of American 
chi1.tns based solely on ancestry, and that u,ngn....._,\ in cnactin~ Public 
Law 77-503 authorm:d the lmp&emenlalion off~ 0 . ')(IC.Ci and 
pmvided criminal penaJtJc.,; br w 1la1lon of onk-r.. of tht· Me!t.Ary 
Curnmander. 
August, September and early October - Mon· than I S,000 
people lit mo~ in and out of the Tok Lakt- C'.rnll:r L~ a resuh of 
the· ~n ~ - Tho,e orden:d out are n-distrihutrd 10 
ol hn CCIIIL.'f'S. 

1944 Jane 6-D-Day 
July I - Pn:sidcn1 KooS(:Yl'II s~ncd J>uhlic law 71H01 rcrmitting 
lJ. S. citizens lo renount:t' !heir cilizcnship on Ami:rican S(1il in 1iml' of 
w-.ir under pmcL-dun.-s ipprmt-d h) lht· Allornt')' <~·11aa1. 

December 17 -We"1t•rn l)dCI\¥-' C.omm;iud reli!:i111b l'ltdusion ind 
deicnlion order.;, &-eeinl( Jarr.mc.,;e'Amt·rit:ans to n·turn lo their homes 
on the west cm .. ,,, eflt:clivt: J;uiuary 2, 194S. 

~cember 18 -Xoremalsu v. V. S. Supreme Court rules that ont' 
group of citizens may be singled out and t:xpeUed from thtir homt:s 
and imprisoned for SCYeral yea.rs without trial , ba.sed solely on their 
anct:stry. 

December 18 - In u pam Inda, Supreme Coun rules that '1'RA 
has no authorit)· to detain a ·concededly loyal" Ami:rican cit.ilen. 
1945 ADgvst IS-',) Day 
September - Western I>t·,:n!'C Comm:md ti.\UL'S J>uhlit: 
Procla.nu.1lon No. 21 mooking all lndivid~ exclusion order.; and a.II 
funht:r military restrictions against persons of Japanese descent. 

1916 JDK 30-"ar Rtlocalion Authority program officially 
lerminales. 

1~8 Jaly 2-Evacuation Oaims Al:::J. passed, giving evacuees until 
January 3, 1950 to file claims .against the goYernmeni ~klr damages lo 
or loss of real or persona.I propeny ... that is a rea.sonahle and 
natural consequence of the evacuation . . . • Total of$~~ million paid 
by the gc>Yernment, or less than JOc per doll.Ir lost. 

1976- Presldcn1 Gerald Ford form:.i.lly n~sdnd, 1-:xt·rntlw Ordl'r 
9066. 

Aleut and Pribilof Islanders 
1~2 June 3-Japanese bomb N~ f.icilitic.'S in Outrh Hamor 
(llna.l:i.'1<.a) Aleutian Islands. 
June 6-Japanese securt a beachhea.d on Kisb Island, Aleutian 
lsl.ands. Japanese take all IO NZ\')' personnel prboners. 
Jame 8-Japanese army lands unopposed 11 Hohz Bay, Attu Island, 
Aleutian Islands, and likes 42 AleutS and 2 U.S. government civilian 
employees prisoner; occupies 1w lsb.nd. 
Jm>C 14 -Atka '1llagers are bund by the U.S.S. Hulbert and 
fflCUlied. 
Jae IS- Interior Department officials ie2rn of the Aleutian 
m.cuatlon. Wtlallr, the Fish and Wildlife Service was given the 
responslbiliry br Pribilof Aiew, db the office of Indian Affaini 
~nslble br all other Ale~. 
Ja.ne 16-U.S. m.Wwy e¥1CU11eS St Geo~. Pribilof L.Jand.~. Less 
than 24 hours art gt,.,en br departure. Nal.M:S' c.nk art' killcii and 
their houses booby-trapped but noc destro)'ed. SL Paul Island, Pribilof 
1slands Is mcua.ied. . 
JIIK ZS -Alb Aleuts are d.lscharged al Killis1100 where the 11fficc 
of Indian Affain his decided 10 locate them in a fish cannery. 
Sl Paul and SL George ~rs are d.lscharged at Funter Bay. 

Jue 26-AII Aleuts h2YC bttn ~ -
19-13 llldsummcr-Japanese withdrn entirely from the Aleutian 
1sland chain. 
Dtcembcr 13 -Secretary or "ar Henry 5lim.,;c,n v,,es fin.al appn,v.d 
fnr all Aleuu lo mum home. 
l"'4 Ma)' 4 - ti. S. Air TtanJ;port rctum~ thi· Ak·uts lo ti•· l'rihlh>f~. 
Allplt '7 -President RooseYelt authorb:cs the allocatlun of $IO,IIIMI 
from hJs emergency fund br claims Lr clamagt-s. 
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COMMISSION BEGINS PUBLIC HEARING SERIES 
ON U.S. DETENTION, RELOCATION JNVOLVING 
JAPANESE AMERICANS AND OTHERS IN 1940'S 

The Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians will hold 

the first of a series of public hearings on July 14 and 16 in Washington, D.C. to 

examine the fac~s and circumstances surrounding a wartime executive order issued 

in 1942 that led to the evacuation and detention in relocation camps in remote 

areas of approximately 120,000 Japanese Americans, Aleut native Americans and 

Japanes e nationals during World War II. 

The Commiss ion, creat ed by Congress in July of last year, will begin its 

heari~gs, the first official public inquiry into this subject, at 9 a.m. each 

day in the Caucus Room of the Russell Senate Office Building. 

"By creating this commission, the government has told the American people 

that we are committed enough to our democratic principles to re-examine our 

actions, inquire into how and what injustice was permitted, and ask what redress 

is owing," said Commission Chairperson Joan z. Bernstein. "Few governments ever 

acknowledge mistakes, much less authorize serious examinations of them. I am 

proud, we all should be proud, that this commission was established to undertake 

such an examination." 

In addition to reviewing the facts and circumstan ces surrounding the executive 

order and its impact on American citizens and permanent resident aliens, Berstein 

said the commission will review directives of United States military forces requiring 

relocation and detention in internment camps, and ultimately will issue a report of 

its findings and recommendations. 

"In the course of our work, the commission will take care to listen to those 

who have not been listened to before," Bernstein said. 

Witnesses scheduled to testify on Tuesday, July 14 include James Rowe, a 

Washington, D.C. attorney, who served as Assistant to Attorney General Francis 

{More) 
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Biddle in 1942; Leland Barrows, a retired government official who served as 

Assistant Director of Administrative Management for the War Relocation Authority 

in 1942, and Abe Fortas, a Washington, D.C. attorney who served as Undersecretary 

to Interior Secretary Harold Ickes in 1942. 

Also ~ppearing before the commission on Tuesday will be witnesses from the 

Departments of Justice, Interior and State of the Reagan Administration, and from 

the Center of Military History, Department of the Army. 

Other opening day testimony will be received from General Mark Clark, U.S. 

Army, Ret., who commanded the 442nd (Nisei) Battalion in Europe in World War II; 

Gordon Hirabayashi, Visiting Professor in Asian American Studies at the University 

of Washington and plaintiff in Hirabayashi v. United States, and Mike Masaoka, 

former National Secretary and Field Executive of the Japanese American Citizens 

L~ague in 1942. 

Testimony will be heard on July 16 from national Japanese American organi­

zations, the Aleutian/Pribilof Island Association, various legal and civil rights 

organizations as well as several individual witnesses who will relate personal 

experiences and the Americans for Historical Accuracy. 

Additional hearings have been scheduled in Los.Angeles, Calif., on August 

5, and 6; in San Francisco, Calif., on August 11, 12 and 13; in Seattle, WA 

on September 9, 10, and 11; in Anchorage, Alaska on September 15; in Unalaska, 

Aleutian Islands on September 17; in St. Paul, Pribilof Islands on September 19, 

and in Chicago, Illinois on September 22 and 23. 

Members of the commission in addition to Chairperson Bernstein, a Washington, 

D.C. attorney, are Rep. Daniel E. Lungren, Vice Chairman, Long Beach, Calif.; 

former Senator Edward W. Brooke, a Washington, D.C. attorney; Father Robert F. 

Drinan, President of Americans for Democratic Action; Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, 

Chairman of the United States Civil Rights Commission; former Justice Arthur J. 

Goldberg, President of the American Jewish Committee; Father I.V. Gromoff, 

Unalaska, Aleutian Islands; Judge William M. Marutani, Judge of the Court of 

Common Pleas of Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania; former Senator Hugh B. Mitchell 

of Washi,ngton state. 

A complete list of scheduled witnesses and the order of their testimony is 

attached. 

------30---------



Commission Mandate 
Public law 9<r317, passed Ju}y 31, 1980, esubli~hed a Commission to 
gwier facts to determine whether ani wrong was commined against 
those American citizens and permanent resident aliens aKected by 
Executh-e Order 9066, and for other purposes. 

Duties of the Commission 
• To review the facts a.nd clrcumst;i.ncr: surmundin!( Executi\11.' Ordl'r 

9066, Issued February 19, 1942, and tht· imp.ict of such becutiVl' 
Order on American cltiz.en~ and permanent resident alien~ 

• To review directives of United States military forces requiring the 
relocation, and in some cases, detention in internment c.imps of 
American citizens, including Aleut ci\ilians, and permanent 
resident aliens of the Aleutian and .Pribilof islands. 

• To recommend appropri.ale remedies. 

• The Commission shall hold public hearings in such cities of the 
Unl1ed States tlw it finds appropriate . 

• The Commlssion shall submit a written repon of its findings and 
recommendations not l.aler than ont ye;u- after the datt of its first 
meeting. 

Commission Members 
Joan Zeldes Bernstein, Chair 
Ms . Bemslt'.ln Is a partner with >w·lllt1, llarkrJd1·r & Ho,,. Sh<' h;L, 
served as General Counsel for thr ll. S. Dcp-.irtn11·11t of llealth anti 
llum.an Services and the Em1nrnment,d Protection AJ.:ellC)', ;rnd w.i.~ 

n.uned \ke Chalr of the council of the Atlmiulstrativl' C11nfm·1ir1· of 
the UnJted States. Ms. Bernstein receivt·d her B.A. from the I lniversity 
of Wl.sconsln, and her ll..B. from Yllle L;.tw School. 

Daniel E. Lungren, Vice Chair 
Congressman Lungren L~ a st..-c1111d l!·rm memhi:r from !JIili,\ lkarh. 
<.:.allfornl.a, ll1ld scr,,e~ on thr Houst· Judlrla.ry Commin1,·. thl' St•lrrt 
Commlnet on Aging, and the Rrpubllran T'JSk fom· on Conirt'ssinnal 
and Regul2.l!>ry Refurm. Mr. Lungl't'n received his !:I.A. from Notre 
Da.me University and J.D. from Gerogetown University. 

Senator Edward W. Brooke 
Mr. Brooke ls partner v.ith O'Connor & Hannan. He has served as 
anorn~· general for Massachusetts and United States Senator 

Father Robert E Drlnan 
Father Drinan ls president of Americans for Democratic Action . He 
has bttn active In civic affairs and wa.~ a memhcr of Congrcs.~ from 
1970-1980. He ls an ordained Jesuit priest 

Dr. Arthur S. Flemming 
Dr. Flemming ls C.halrman of tht Unlt.ed Stales CM! Right~ 
Commission. Dr. F\emmlng has bttn Secretary of HEW, Chairman of 
tht While House Conference on Aging, Special Counsd to the 
~nt on Aging, and many other Important position~ In puhllc 
st~. 

Justice Arthur J. Goldberg 
J ustict C.Oldbe rg has been Secretary of Labor, Associate Justice in the 
United SWes Supreme Court, U.S. Representative to tht United 
Xarions, and Ambassulor at-large for the United States He is 
president of the American Jewish C,ommlntc. 

Father I. V. Gromoff 
father Gromo~ ls an ordained Russi~n Orthodox priest from llnala.,ka 
in the Aleutian t~lands. He has been ;u.·tlvc in th1• Aleuti:m,'Prihilof 
Island A.ssoc!atlon and W.LS relocitt:d lo font.t·r Ha) camp dur111g 
\forld War II. 

Judge William M. Marutani 
Judge M;u-uta.nl presentJy ser.>es on lhe bench for the Court of 
Common Pleas of Phila.delphia County, Pennsylvania. 

Senator Hugh B. Mitchell 
Senator Mitchell was appointed to the U.S. Senate from Washington 
SUie, and served as a member of Congress from the 1st District of 
Washington for two terms. 

Commission Hearings 
Washington, O.C .. . . .. . .. . July I ➔ ;md I&, l1)81 
Los Angeks, c.allfornl.a .. . .. August ➔, S, and <i, 1981 
San Francisco, c.allfornia .... August 11, 12, and 13, 1981 
Seattle, Washington ........ Septemher 9, 10, and 11, 1981 
Anchorage, Alasu . .. ..... Septemher 1;, 1981 
Aleutian Islands (Unalasu) . . Septemhcr 17, 1981 

Pribilof Islands (St. Paul) . . . Septemhcr 19, 1981 
Chicago, Illinois .. .. .. . ... Septemher 22 and 23. 1981 

How to Participate 
The Commission ls lnll·rested In ht:aring from you. The mt111ht·rs of 
the f.ommL~~ion would like to ht- lnf11rmcd of thl' views of concwncd 
Individuals and would like to ~ncourJg1· Sllitcmt•nL, whirh will provide 
1 framework for discowrinR the fact, of tht' rdoc11tion ;111d 
Internment of cMllans. The Commission welcomes your views ilfld 
suggestions. 

The Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Civilians 
New Executive Office Building 
72~ Jackson Place, N\\' 
Suite 2020 
Wishington, D. C. 20506 
Telephone: (202) 395· 7 390 



COMMISSION CN WARTIME RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS 

Public Hearings on U.S. Detention, and Relocation 
of Japanese Americans and Others in the 1940's 

Tuesday, July 14, 1981 
Senate Caucus Room, Russell Building, Washington, D.C. 

9: 00 a. m. - 9: 15 
9:15 a.m. - 9:30 

9:30 a.m. - 10:00 

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 

12:00 p.m. - 12:30 

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 

2:30 p.m. - 3:00 

3:00 p.m. - 3:15 

3:15 p.m. - 4:00 

Witness List 

Opening statement by Chair, Joan Z. Bernstein 
Opening statement by Vice Chair, Congressman Daniel Llmgren 

Congressional statements 

Department of Justice (1942) 
James Rowe, Attorney, Washington, D.C. 
formerly Assistant to Attorney General Francis Biddle 

War Relocation Authority (1942) 
Leland Barrows, Washington, D.C. (retired) 
formerly Assistant Director of Administrative Management 

Department of th·e Interior ( 1942) 
Abe Fortas, Attorney, Washington, D.C. 
formerly Undersecretary to Secretary Harold Ickes 

The current Secretary of the Department of Justice has been invited. 
The current Secretary of the Department of the Interior has been invited. 
Department of State 

Dr. David F. Trask, Historian 
Department of the Army 

Fred Beck, Center of Military History 

Hirabayashi v. United States 
Gordon Hirabayashi, Visiting Professor in Asian American Studies, 

University of Washington, Seattle, WA 

Statement by General Mark Clark (USA Ret.), former coLmander of the 
442nd (Nisei Battalion) 
Statement presented by Orville Shirey 

Mike Masaoka 
Consultant, Washington, D.C. 
formerly National Secretary and Field Executive of the 

Japa~ese American Citizens League in 1942 



COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION AND :CNTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS 

Public Hearings on U.S. Detention and Relocation 
of Japanese Americans and Others in the 1940's 

Thursday, July 16, 1981 
Senate Caucus Room, Russell Building, Washington, D.C. 

9:00 a.rn. - 9:15 

9:15 a.rn. - 10:15 

10:15 a.rn. - 10:35 

10:35 a.m. - 12:00 

1:00 p.rn. - 2:30 

2:30 p.rn. - 2:50 

2:50 -

Witness List 

Opening statements by Chair, Joan Bernstein and 
Vice Chair, Congressman Daniel Lungren 

Panel of na~ional Japanese American organizations 
Japanese American Citizens League 

Dr. James Tsujirnura, national president, and 
Mjn Yasui, chairman of the National Committee for Redress 

National Council for Japanese American Redress 
William Hohri, chairman 

National Coalition for Redress/ Reparation 
Bert Nakano, spokesperson 

Aleutian/Pribilof Island Association 

Panel of legal organizations 
Bay Area Attorneys for Redress 
California State Bar 
Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund 
Asian Pacific American Bar Association 

Panel of major national organizations 
American Civil Liberties Union 

Edward Ennis, national chairman 
American Friends Service Corranittee 

Louis Schneider, executive secretary 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 

Ralph Neas 
NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund 

Jack Greenberg, director-counsel 

Americans for Historical Accuracy 
Lillian Baker 

Individual statements 
IMight Churnan, editor, Rafu Shimpo, Los Angeles, CA 
Yuri Kochiyama, New York 
Torn Kometani, Warren, N.J. 
Nobu Miyoshi, Philadelphia, PA 
Pat Okura, Washington, D.C. 
Paul Sakai, Glen Burnie, MD 
Kinzo Yamamoto, Springfield, VA 



sur.r.ARY - PUBLIC LAW 96-317 

COM,~!SS)ON ON WARTIME RELOCATION AND JNTERN~ENI OF CIYILIANS ACT 

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A COMMISSION TO GATHER FACTS TO DETERMINE WHETHER ANY WRONG WAS COMMITTED AGAINST THOSE 
AMERICAN CITIZENS AND PER~~NENT RESIDENT ALIENS AFFECTED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBERED 9066, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES, 

FINDINGS 
APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND CIVILIANS WERE RELOCATED AND DETAINED IN 

INTERNMENT CAMPS PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBERED 9066, ISSUED FEBRUARY 19, 19q2, AND OTHER ASSOCIATED 
ACTIONS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

APPROXIMATELY ONE THOUSAND ALEUT CIVILIAN AMERICAN CITIZENS WERE RELOCATED AND, IN SOME 
CASES, DETAINED IN INTERNMENT CAMPS PURSUANT TO DIRECTIVES OF UNITED STATES MILITARY FORCES DURING WORLD WAR IJ 
AND OTHER ASSOCIATED ACTIONS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

C0/".'1I SSJON 
EST ABU SHED 

DUTIES OF 

C0/1'1 l S S ION 

NO SUFFICIENT INOUIRY HAS BEEN MADE INTO THESE MATTERS 

SEVEN MEMBERS (LATER AMENDED TO NINE) 

THREE APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT 
TWO (LATER AMENDED TO THREE) APPOINTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HouSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TWO (LATER AMENDED TO THREE) APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE 

TO REVIEW THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBERED 9066, ISSUED 
FEBRUARY 19, 19q2, AND THE IMPACT OF SUCH EXECUTIVE ORDER ON AMERICAN CITIZENS AND PERMANENT RESIDENT AL1ENS 

TO REVIEW DIRECTIVES OF UNITED STATES MILITARY FORCES REQUIRING THE RELOCATION AND, IN SOME 
CASES, DETENTION IN INTERNMENT CAMPS OF AAERICAN CITIZENS, INCLUDING ALEUT CIVILIANS, AND PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIENS 
OF THE ALEUTIAN AND PRIBILOF ISLANDS• 

TO· RECOMMEND APPROPRIATE REMEDIES 

THE COMMISSION SHALL HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS IN SUCH CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES THAT IT FINDS APPROPRIATE, 

THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT A WRITTEN REP.ORT OF ITS FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO CONGRESS NOT LATER THAN 
JANUARY 15, 1982, 

POWERS OF 
COMMJSSJON 

THE COMMISSION MAY HOLD HEARINGS, REQUEST THE ATTENDANCE AND TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES AND THE PRODUCTION OF BOOKS, 
RECORDS, CORRESPONDENCE, MEMORANDUM, PAPERS, AND DOCUMENTS, THE CoM.~ISSION MAY REOUEST THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
TO INVOKE THE AID OF AN APPROPRIATE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT TO REQUIRE, BY SUBPOENA OR OTHERWISE, SUCH 
ATTENDANCE, TESTIMONY, OR PRODUCTION, 

THE COMMISSION MAY ACQUIRE DIRECTLY FROM THE HEAD OF ANY DEPARTMENT, AGENCY, INDEPENDENT INSTRUMENTALITY, OR OTHER 
AUTHORITY OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE GOVERNMENT, AVAILABLE INFORMATION WHICH THE Co!"w~ISSION CONSIDERS USEFUL 
IN THE DISCHARGE OF ITS DUTIES, 

AUTHORJZATJON OF 
APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR FURTHER 
l NFORl".A TI ON 

202/395-7390 

Sl,500,QQQ AUTHORIZED, Sl,000,000 APPROPRIATED 

COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS 
SUITE 2020, NEW EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING, 726 JACKSON PLACE, N,W,, WASHINGTON, D.(, 20506 



DRAFT MINUTES 

JUNE 23, 19 81 

NOT REVIEWED BY CHAIR 

NOT APPROVED 



COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS 

MINUTES 
COMMISSION MEETING 
JUNE 23, 1981 
5104 NEW EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 

PRESENT WERE: 

PRESIDING 

JOAN Z. BERNSTEIN, ESQ., CHAIR 

MEMBERS 

STAFF 

Honorable Arthur J. Goldberg 
Father Ishmael V. Gromoff 
Honorable William M. Marutani 
Honorable Hugh B. Mitchell 

Mr. Paul T. Bannai, Executive Director 
Ms. Donna Fujioka, Assistant Research Director 
Ms. Donna Komure, Legal Counsel 
Dr. Tom Taketa, Associate Director 
Ms. Lois J. Wilzewske, Executive Administrator 
Ms. Cheryl Yamamoto, Assistant to Chair 
Ms. Aiko Yoshinaga, Research Associate 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 
WERE: 

Honorable Daniel E. Lungren, Vice Chair 
Honorable Edward W. Brooke 
Father Robert W. Drinan 
Dr. Arthur S. Flemming 
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MINUTES (CONTINUED) 
J UNE 23, 1981 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The June 23, 1981 meeting of the Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Civilians was called to order by the Chair, Joan Z. 
Bernstein, Esq., at approximately - 11:45 AM. 

A quorum being present, the Commission proceeded to the business 
agenda. 

II.A. DETERMINATION OF HEARING SITES AND DATES 

It was noted that the first public Commission hearing had already 
been announced for July 14 & 16, 1981 in the Russell Senate Caucus Room in 
Washington, D.C. 

Members discussed options available for additional hearing sites and 
dates. 

The following hearing schedule was adopted by the Commission: 

Washington, D.C. 
Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
Seattle 
Anchorage 
Unalaska (Aleutian Islands) 
St. Paul (Pribilof Islands) 
Chicago 

July 14 & 16, 1981 
August 4, 5 & 6, 1981 
August 11, 12 & 13, 1981 
September 9, 10 & 11, 1981 
September 15, 1981 
September 17, 1981 
September 19, 1981 
September 22 & 23, 1981 

The Commission directed staff that public hearings of the Commission 
should be held in federal facilities wherever the facilities were adequate 
and available for the dates indicated. 

The Commission specifically directed that the Chicago hearing be 
held in a federal facility. 

Staff advised that hearing rooms had bee~ tentatively reserved in 
all of the cities selected with the exception of the Alaskan sites where the 
Aleutian/Pribilof Islands Association was assisting with arrangements. 
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JUNE 23, 1981 

II.B. MEMBER PARTICIPATION IN HEARINGS 

1. GENERAL GUIDELINES 

The Commission agreed by consensus to the following general 
guidelines for participation in hearings: 

a. If at all possible, all members should participate in the 
Washington, D.C. hearing. 

b. T~ree members should participate in each hearing. 

c. No member should be precluded from participation in any 
hearing. 

d. The Chair should designate which member shall preside at 
any individual hearing. 
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MINU TES (CONTINUED) 
JUN E 23, 1981 

II.B. MEMBER PARTICIPATION IN HEARINGS (CONTINUED) 

2. INTENT TO PARTICIPATE 

An initial survey of those present and information conveyed by 
those .not present indicated intent to participate as follows. 

a. BY CITY 

Washington, D.C.* 

Bernstein 
Goldberg 
Gromoff 
Lungren 
Marutani 
Mitchell 

San Francisco* 

Bernstein 
Lungren 
Marutani 
Mitchell 

Alaska 

Gromoff 
Go ld berg 
Mar utani 
Mitchell 

Los Angeles 

L~_ngren 
Marutani 
Mitchell 

Seattle 

Gromoff 
Marutani 
Mitchell 

Chicago 

Bernstein 
Goldberg 
Marutani 
Mitchell 

* Senator Brooke later indicated he would participate in Washington, D.C. 
and San Francisco. 

Dr. Flemming later indicated he would participate as necessary with the 
exception of July 16 in Washington, D.C. 
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MINUTES (CONTINUED) 
JU NE 23, 1981 

II.B. MEMBER PARTICIPATION IN HEARING (CONTINUED) 

2. INTENT TO PARTICIPATE (CONTINUED) 

b. BY MEMBER 

Bernstein 

Washington D.C. 
San Francisco 
Chicago 
Others as necessary 

Fleming* 

Not present 

Lungren 

Washington, D.C. 
Los Angeles 
San Francisco 

Brooke* 

Not present 

Goldberg 

Washington, D.C. 
Chicago 
Alaska 

Marutani 

All hearings 

Drinan 

Not present 

Gromoff 

Seattle 
Alaska 

Mitchell 

All hearings 

* Senator Brooke later indicated he would participate in Washington, D.C. 
and San Francisco. 

Dr. Flemming later indicated he would participate as necessary with the 
exception of July 16 in Washington, D.C. 

I 

I 
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JUNE 23, 1981 

III. CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE NEED FOR SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMAL 
HEARINGS/MEETINGS 

The Commission discussed the possible need for additional informal 
hearings or meetings to supplement the adopted schedule of hearings. 

Senator Mitchell voiced objection to the concept of "informal" 
hearings. Justice Goldberg recommended that substantive advance work for 
scheduled hearings be utilized as a means of identifying possible need for 
supplemental meetings. 

It was the consensus of those present that, while some supplemeQtal 
meetings might be considered, persons wishing to testify should be strongly 
encouraged to participate in the major public hearings already scheduled. 

It was suggested that the Commission defer further consideration of 
this question pending public reaction to announcement of the adopted hearing 
schedule. 

The Commission expressed concensus that consideration be given to 
scheduling supplemental hearings or meetings only if it could be 
demonstrated that the adopted schedule were inadequate to provide sufficient 
opportunity for interested parties to testify. 

IV. CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE NEED FOR AN ADDITIONAL WASHINGTON, D.C. 
OR EAST COAST HEARING 

The possible need for an additional hearing in Washington, D.C. or 
another East Coast location at the conclusion of the adopted hearing 
schedule was discussed by the member s. 

Staff advised that the primary objective of the proposed additional 
hearing would be to permit additional time to locate and/or to prepare for 
the appearance of persons who played key roles in government decisions or 
actions, or who had personal knowledge pertinent thereto, who might prove 
reluctant witnesses. 
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The Commission was urged by staff to consider a "wrap-up" hearing in 
the D.C. area, inasmuch as it is believed that most such persons now reside 
within the general geographic area of Washington, D.C., and since 
preparation time prior to the July 14 hearing is severely limited. 

Members agreed that there may exist a need following the -July 14 
hearing for the Commission to receive testimony from reluctant witnesses 
from within the general geographic area of Washington, D.C. 

The Executive Director proposed that an additional D.C. hearing 
might be considered in conjunction with a legal conference, possibly during 
the first week of October. 

points: 
Following discussion, the members reached consensus on the following 

A. That Commission members Bernstein and Marutani be designated to 
act in the capacity of magistrqte to receive testimony from reluc­
tant witnesses at such times and places as a scheduled meeting could 
be arranged. 

B. That the Commission hold open the option of a "wrap-up" hearing 
in D.C. or elsewhere on the East Coast and that the need for such a 
hearing be evaluated by the Commission at a later date. 

C. That staff make tentative preparation for a "wrap-up" D.C. 
hearing, such arrangements not to be finally confirmed unless so 
directed by the Commission. 

V. POSSIBLE LEGAL CONFERENCE 

The Commission discussed the possibility of a legal conference 
sometime in the fall, perhaps following the conclusion of the hearing 
schedule. 

It was agreed that a proposal for a legal conference would be 
developed and circulated to the Members for consideration. 
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VI. RESEARCH OUTLINE AND SCOPE 

Members were provided with an outline of proposed research prepared 
by the staff. 

The Chair invited members to convey any concerns or other feedback 
directly to the staff. 

VII. PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

A. TRAVEL AND PER DIEM INFORMATION 

The Executive Administrator presented a brief report on travel 
regulations per diem allowances advising that members would be 
receiving necessary written information. 

At the suggestion of the Executive Director, it was agreed that 
staff would prepare appropriate travel vouchers in advance to the 
fullest extent possible for member signature. 

B. PLAN FOR CLEARANCE AND SECTION-BY-SECTION APPROVAL 
OF FINAL REPORT 

The Executive Administrator briefly outli n e d mech anical proce­
dures providing for on-going member review a nd a p pr oval of draft 
sections of the final report. 

Justice Goldberg proposed that, at an appropriat e time, there be 
a conference of the members to adopt ge n e r a l guidelin es f or substan­
tive content development of the final repor t . Althoug h no formal 
action was taken, there appeared to be con sen s u s agr eement with this 
proposal. 
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T UTE S ( CONTINUED) 
JU E 23, 1981 

C. SWEARING-IN OF WITNESSES 

Consideration was given to the appropriateness and necessity of 
swearing in witnesses who would be appearing before the Commission. 

It was the consensus of those members present that witnesses 
appearing before the Commission need not be formally sworn, inasmuch 
as there exists a generally applicable statutory provision to the 
effect that any person perjures himself by making a false statement 
to any representative of the federal govern~ent receiving such 
statement in an official capacity. 

II I. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business before the Commission the meeting 
wa s adjourned. 




