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YET WE MUST RECOGNIZ™ THAT THE
INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS WAS JUST
THAT -- A MISTAKE. FOR THROUGHOUT THE WAR,
JAPANESE-AN~"ICANS IN THE TS OF THOU ANDS
REMAINED UTTERLY LOYAL TO THE UNI1 ) STATES.

INDEED, SCORES OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS
VOLUNTEERED FOR Ol ' ARMED FORCES --

MANY STEPPING FORWARD IN THE INTERNMENT
PSS THEMST'YES. THE 442no REGIMENTAL

IBAT T~°M, MADE UP ENTIP™.Y OF
JAPANESE-AMERICANS, SERVED WITH IMMENSE
DISTINCTION -- TO DEFEND THIS NATION,
T™TTR NATION.

YET BACK AT HOME, THE SOLDIERS’
FAMILIES WERE BEING DENIED THE VERY FREEDOM
FOR WHICH SO MANY OF THE SOLDIERS THEMSELVES
WERE LAYING DOWN THEIR LIVES.
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CONGRESSMAN NORMAN MINETA, WITH US
TODAY, WAS 10 YEARS OLD WHEN HIS FAMILY WAS
INTERNED. 1IN THE CONGRESSMAN’s WORDS:

"MY OWN FAMILY WAS 7T FIRST TO SZ TA ANITA
RACETRACK. WE SHOWER™™ IN THE HORSE
PADDOCKS. SOME FAMILIES LIVED IN CONVERTED
STABLES, OTHERS IN HASTILY THROWN TOGETHER
BARRACKS. WE WERE THEN MOVED TO HEART
MOUNTAIN, WYOMING, WHERE OUR ENTIRE FAMILY
LIVED IN ONE SMALL ROOM OF A RUDE TARPAPER
BARRACK. "

LIKE SO MANY TENS OF THOUSANDS
OF OTHERS, THE MEMBERS OF THE MINETA FAMILY
LIVED IN THOSE CONDITIONS NOT FOR A MATTER
OF WEEKS OR MONTHS, BUT FOR 3 LONG YEARS.
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IE LEGISLATION THAT I AM Al WUT TO

SIGN PROVIDES FOR A RE“TITUTION PAYMEM
TO EACH OF THE 60,000 SURVIVING
JAPANESE-AMERICANS, OF THE 120,000 WHO WERE
RELOCATED OR DETAINED. YET NO PAYMENT CAN
MAKE UP FOR THOSE LOST YEARS.

SO WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT IN THIS BII .
HAS LESS TO DO WITH PF PERTY THAN WITH
HONOR. FOR HERE WE , IMIT A WRONG.
HERE WE REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT AS A NATION
TO EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER THE LAW.

I'D LIKE TO NOTE THAT THE BILL
I A "7OUT TO SIGN ALSO PROVIDES FUNDS FOR
MEMBERS OF THE ALEUT COMMUNITY WHO WERE
EVACUATED ..!OM THE ALUTIAN AND PRIBILOF
ISLANDS AFTER A JAPANESE ATTA... IN 1942.
THIS ACTION WAS TAKEN FOR THE ALEUTS' OWN
PROTECTION, BUT PROPERTY WAS LOST OR DAMAGED
T ° !
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YOU SEE, WHILE MARY AND HER PARENTS WERE
IN AN INTERNMENT CAMP, {CAH-z00-0H) SERVED
AS STAFF SERGEANT TO THE 442np REGIMENTAL
C' IBAT :cAM. IN ONE ACTION, (CAH-zo00-0H)
ORDERED  ; MEN BACK AND ADVANCED THROU'~'l
HEAVY FIRE, ““"JLING A MORTAR. FOR 12 HOURS,
HE ENGAGED IN A SINGLE-HANDED BARRAGE OF
NAZI POSITIONS. SEVERAL WEEKS LATER AT
CASSINO, (CAH-zo0-oH) STAGED ANOTHER LONE
ADVANCE. T S TIME, IT COST HIM HIS LIFE.

THE NEWSPAPER CLIPPING NOTES THAT HER
TWO SURVIV G BROTHERS WERE WITH MARY AND
HER PARENTS ON THE L™TTLE PORCH THAT
MORNING. THESE TWO BROTHERS -- LIKE THE
HEROIC (CAH-z00-0H) -- HAD SERVED IN THE
U.S. ARMY.






THE NAME OF THAT Yi NG AL.JR WAS RONALD
REAGAN.

AND, YES, THE IDEAL OF L1 :RTY AND
JUSTIC™ FOR ALL -- THAT IS “™™"', THE
AMERICAN WAY.

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU.

AF~ NOW, LET ¥~ SIGN H.R. 442 --

SO FITTINGLY NAM-™ IN HONOR OF THE 442np
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' d " %" 3 raked into "ie sands of a beach is all of
cc*or. America stands unique in the world, the only country
not founded on race, but on a way -- an ideal. Not in spite of,
but because of our polyglot background, w« have had all the
strength in the world. That is the American way."-

The name of that young actor, the newspaper records, was

F 1ald Reagan.

-

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all - ti

is still the American way.
Thank you and God bless you.

And now, let me sign H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in honor

of the 442nd.

R












*~d now inclc ‘g, I wor~ wl : : you’d permit me one
[ -sonal remini: iICe -- one pil ted by an old newspaper report
sent to me by Rose Ochi, a forn - internee. The clipping comes
from the Pacific Citizen and is dated December 1945.

"Arriving by plane from Washington," the article begins,
"General Joseph W. Stilwell pinned the Distinguished Service
Cross on...Mary Masuda...in a simple ceremony on the porch of her
small frame shack near Talbert, Orange County....she was one of
the first Americans of Japanese ancestry to return from
relocation centers to California’s farmlands."

"Vinegar Joe" Stilwell was there " at day to honor Kazuo
Masuda, Mary’s brother. You see, while Mary and her parents were
in an internment camp, Kazuo served as staff sergeant to tt
442nd Regimental Combat Team. In one action, Kazuo ordered his
men back and advanced through heavy fire, hauling a mortar. For
12 hours, he engaged in a single-handed barrage of Nazi
positions. Several weeks later at Cassino, Kazuo staged another
lone advance. This time, it cost him his life.

The newspaper clipping notes that her two surviving brothers
were with Mary on the little porch that morning. Like their dead
brother, both served in the Army.

After General Stilwell made the award, the motion picture

actr ;s Louise Allbritton -- a Texas girl -- told how a Texas

personalities paid tribute -- Robert Young, Will Rogers, Jr. And

one young actor said this:



' “»s0od "hat I Tt~ int t] sands of a beach 3 all of
one color. America stands unique in the world, the only country
not founded on race, but on a way -- an ideal. Not in spite of,
but because of our polyglot background, we have had all the
strength in the world. That is the American way.J

The name of that young actor, the newspaper records, was
Ronald Reagan.

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that
is still the American way.

Thank you and God bless you.

And now, let me sign H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in .onor

of the 442nd.












"Blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is all of
c color. America stands unique in tr world, the only co
not founded on race, but on a way -- an ideal. Not in spite of,
I~ because of our polyglot background, we have had all the
stre jth in the world. That is the American way."

The name of that young actor, the newspaper recorc , was
Ronald Reagan.

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that
i still the American way.

Thank you and God bless you.

And now, let me sign H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in honor

of the 442nd4d.















"Blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is all of
one color. America stands unique in the wor. , the only country
not founded on race, but on a way -- an ideal. Not in spite of,
but because of our polyglot background, we have had all the
strength in the world. That is the American way."

The name of that young actor, the newspaper records, i s
Ronald Reagan.

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -~ ti
is still the American way.

Thank you and God bless you.

And now, let me sign H.R. 442 -~ so fittingly named in honor

of the 442nd.












And now in closing, I wonder whether you’d permit me one
personal reminiscence -- one prompted by an old newspaper report
sent to me by Rose Ochi, a former internee. The clipping comes
from the Pacific Citji~~~ and is dated [ :ember 1945.

"Arriving by plane from Washington," the article begins,
"General Joseph W. Stilwell pinned the Distingquished Service
Cross on...Mary Masuda...in a simple ceremony on the porch of her
small frame shack near Talbert, Orange County....she was one of
the first Americans of Japanese ancestry to return from
relocation centers to California’s farmlant ."

"Vinegar Joe" Stilwell was there 1 at day to honor Kazuo
Masuda, Mary'’s brother. You see, while Mary and her parents were
in an internment camp, Kazuo served as staff sergeant to the
442nd Regimental Combat Team. In one action, Kazuo ordered his
n 1 back and advanced through heavy fire, hauling a mortar. For
12 hours, he engaged in a single-handed barrage of Nazi
positions. Several weeks later at Cassino, Kazuo staged another
lone advance. This time, it cost him his life.

The newspaper clipping notes that her two surviving brothers
were with Mary on the little porch that morning. Like their dead
brother, both served in the Army.

After General Stilwell made the award, the motion picture

actress Louise Allbritton -- a Texas girl -- told how a Texas

personalities paid tribute -~ Robert Young, Will Rogers, Jr. And

one young actor 1id this:



"Blood
o1 color.
not founded
but becaus

strength in

that has ~»aked ir’ » sands of a is °° of
America stands unique in the world, the only c« ry
on race, but on a way -- an ideal. Not in spite of,
of our polyglot background, we have had all the

the world. That is the American way."

The name of that young actor, the newspaper records, was

Ronald Reagan.

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that

is still the American way.

Thank you and God bless you.

And now, 1 : me sign H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in honor

of the 442nd.









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 1, 1988

Dear Bob:

We welcome the action of the House-Senate conference on
H.R. 442, a bill to provide compensation for Americans of
Japanese descent interned in e United States during the
Second World War. The bill reported from the conference
and passed by the Senate on July 27 is substantially
improved over the versions of the bill previously
considered.

We are particularly pleased that the bill providi for a
measured disbursement of the amounts authorized for the
trust fund and ensures that acceptance of compensation
under the legislation fully satisfies claims against the United
States based on the unique circumstances of the internment,

The enactment of H.R. 442 will close a sad chapter in
American history in a way that reaffirms America's
commitment to the preservation of liberty and justice for
all.

I urge the House of Representatives to act swiftly and
favorably on the bill.

Sincerely,

QR evson | Do

The Honorable Robert H. Michel
Republican Leader

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

















