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(ROBINSON) 8/10/88 - 10 A.M. 

SIGNING CEREMONY FOR JAPANESE 
INTERNMENT LEGISLATION 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 1988 

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, DISTINGUISHED 

GUESTS, MY FELLOW AMERICANS: 

WE GATHER HERE TODAY TO RIGHT A GRAVE 

WRONG. 

MORE THAN 40 YEARS AGO, SHORTLY AFTER 

THE BOMBING OF PEARL HARBOR, 120,000 PERSONS 

OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY LIVING IN THE U.S. WERE 

FORCIBLY REMOVED FROM THEIR HOMES AND PLACED 

IN MAKESHIFT INTERNMENT CAMPS. THIS ACTION 

WAS TAKEN WITHOUT TRIAL, WITHOUT JURY. 

IT WAS BASED SOLELY ON RACE -- FOR THESE 

120,000 WERE AMERICANS OF JAPANESE DESCENT. 

YES, THE NATION WAS THEN AT WAR, 

STRUGGLING FOR ITS SURVIVAL -- AND IT IS NOT 

FOR US TODAY TO PASS JUDGMENT UPON THOSE WHO 

MAY HAVE MADE MISTAKES WHILE ENGAGED IN THAT 

GREAT STRUGGLE. 
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YET WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THE 

INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS WAS JUST 

THAT -- A MISTAKE. FOR THROUGHOUT THE WAR, 

JAPANESE-AMERICANS IN THE TENS OF THOUSANDS 

REMAINED UTTERLY LOYAL TO THE UNITED STATES. 

INDEED, SCORES OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS 

VOLUNTEERED FOR OUR ARMED FORCES --

MANY STEPPING FORWARD IN THE INTERNMENT 

CAMPS THEMSELVES. THE 442ND REGIMENTAL 

COMBAT TEAM, MADE UP ENTIRELY OF 

JAPANESE-AMERICANS, SERVED WITH IMMENSE 

DISTINCTION -- TO DEFEND THIS NATION, 

THEIR NATION. 

YET BACK AT HOME, THE SOLDIERS' 

FAMILIES WERE BEING DENIED THE VERY FREEDOM 

FOR WHICH SO MANY OF THE SOLDIERS THEMSELVES 

WERE LAYING DOWN THEIR LIVES. 
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CONGRESSMAN NORMAN MINETA, WITH US 

TODAY, WAS 10 YEARS OLD WHEN HIS FAMILY WAS 

INTERNED. IN THE CONGRESSMAN'S WORDS: 

"MY OWN FAMILY WAS SENT FIRST TO SANTA ANITA 

RACETRACK. WE SHOWERED IN THE HORSE 

PADDOCKS. SOME FAMILIES LIVED IN CONVERTED 

STABLES, OTHERS IN HASTILY THROWN TOGETHER 

BARRACKS. WE WERE THEN MOVED TO HEART 

MOUNTAIN, WYOMING, WHERE OUR ENTIRE FAMILY 

LIVED IN ONE SMALL ROOM OF A RUDE TARPAPER 

BARRACK." 

LIKE SO MANY TENS OF THOUSANDS 

OF OTHERS, THE MEMBERS OF THE MINETA FAMILY 

LIVED IN THOSE CONDITIONS NOT FOR A MATTER 

OF WEEKS OR MONTHS, BUT FOR 3 LONG YEARS. 

I • 
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THE LEGISLATION THAT I AM ABOUT TO 

SIGN PROVIDES FOR A RESTITUTION PAYMENT 

TO EACH OF THE 60,000 SURVIVING 

JAPANESE-AMERICANS, OF THE 120,000 WHO WERE 

RELOCATED OR DETAINED. YET NO PAYMENT CAN 

MAKE UP FOR THOSE LOST YEARS. 

SO WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT IN THIS BILL 

HAS LESS TO DO WITH PROPERTY THAN WITH 

HONOR. FOR HERE WE ADMIT A WRONG. 

HERE WE REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT AS A NATION 

TO EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER THE LAW. 

I'D LIKE TO NOTE THAT THE BILL 

I AM ABOUT TO SIGN ALSO PROVIDES FUNDS FOR 

MEMBERS OF THE ALEUT COMMUNITY WHO WERE 

EVACUATED FROM THE ALUTIAN AND PRIBILOF 

ISLANDS AFTER A JAPANESE ATTACK IN 1942. 

THIS ACTION WAS TAKEN FOR THE ALEUTS' OWN 

PROTECTION, BUT PROPERTY WAS LOST OR DAMAGED 

THAT HAS NEVER BEEN REPLACED . 
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AND NOW IN CLOSING, I WONDER WHETHER 

YOU'D PERMIT ME ONE PERSONAL REMINISCENCE -­

ONE PROMPTED BY AN OLD NEWSPAPER REPORT SENT 

TO ME BY ROSE (pH-CHEE), A FORMER INTERNEE. 

THE CLIPPING COMES FROM THE PACIFIC CITIZEN 

AND IS DATED DECEMBER 1945. 

"ARRIVING BY PLANE FROM WASHINGTON," 

THE ARTICLE BEGINS, "GENERAL JOSEPH 

W. STILWELL PINNED THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

CROSS ON MARY ~AH-SUE-DAH) IN A SIMPLE 

CEREMONY ON THE PORCH OF HER SMALL FRAME 

SHACK NEAR TALBERT, ORANGE COUNTY. SHE WAS 

ONE OF THE FIRST AMERICANS OF JAPANESE 

ANCESTRY TO RETURN FROM RELOCATION CENTERS 

TO CALIFORNIA's FARMLANDS." 

"VINEGAR JOE" STILWELL WAS THERE THAT 

DAY TO HONOR ¢AH-zoo-oHJ (t,AH-SUE-DAH)' 
MARY's BROTHER. 



. ,. . 
-··-
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YOU SEE, WHILE MARY AND HER PARENTS WERE 

IN AN INTERNMENT CAMP, (CAH-zoo-oH) SERVED 

AS STAFF SERGEANT TO THE 442ND REGIMENTAL 

COMBAT fEAM. IN ONE ACTION, (cAH-zoo-oH) 

ORDERED HIS MEN BACK AND ADVANCED THROUGH 

HEAVY FIRE, HAULING A MORTAR. FOR 12 HOURS, 

HE ENGAGED IN A SINGLE-HANDED BARRAGE OF 

NAZI POSITIONS. SEVERAL WEEKS LATER AT 

CASSINO, (CAH-zoo-oH) STAGED ANOTHER LONE 

ADVANCE. THIS TIME, IT COST HIM HIS LIFE. 

THE NEWSPAPER CLIPPING NOTES THAT HER 

TWO SURVIVING BROTHERS WERE WITH MARY AND 

HER PARENTS ON THE LITTLE PORCH THAT 

MORNING. THESE TWO BROTHERS -- LIKE THE 

HEROIC (CAH-zoo-oH) -- HAD SERVED IN THE 

U.S. ARMY. 



. ·, ' 

- 7 -

AFTER GENERAL STILWELL MADE THE AWARD, 

THE MOTION PICTURE ACTRESS LOUISE 

ALLBRITTON -- A TEXAS GIRL -- TOLD HOW 

A TEXAS BATTALION HAD BEEN SAVED BY THE 

442ND. OTHER SHOW BUSINESS PERSONALITIES 

PAID TRIBUTE -- ROBERT YOUNG, 

WILL ROGERS, JR. AND ONE YOUNG ACTOR SAID 

THIS: 

"BLOOD THAT HAS SOAKED INTO THE SANDS 

OF A BEACH IS ALL OF ONE COLOR. 

AMERICA STANDS UNIQUE IN THE WORLD, THE ONLY 

COUNTRY NOT FOUNDED ON RACE, BUT ON A WAY -­

AN IDEAL. NOT IN SPITE OF, BUT BECAUSE 

OF OUR POLYGLOT BACKGROUND, WE HAVE HAD ALL 

THE STRENGTH IN THE WORLD. THAT IS THE 

AMERICAN WAY." 

. . 
·, 

. I 
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THE NAME OF THAT YOUNG ACTOR WAS RONALD 

REAGAN. 

AND, YES, THE IDEAL OF LIBERTY AND 

JUSTICE FOR ALL -- THAT IS STILL THE 

AMERICAN WAY. 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU. 

AND NOW, LET ME SIGN H.R. 442 --

SO FITTINGLY NAMED IN HONOR OF THE 442ND 

I I I . 

, :." 



/ (Robinson) 
August 9, 1988 
12:30 p.m. ~ 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SIGNING CEREMONY FOR JAPANESE 
INTERNMENT LEGISLATION 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 1988 

My fellow Americans: 
,..,,,.. 

We gather here today to a grave wrong. 

@ ttar 

~ ~ 
Mor tha 40 years ago, s 

or~~>o oo Ame';\.cans we~ 

~ L-\_ Ac. ~ 
ly after the bombing of Pearl-( 

forc ~ y remov~~ fr~ th~ homes 
'--" ,__ I-- L-

a ~ placed in makeshift internment camps. This action was taken 
,__. t--- 1-- t-- ,_ 1,--- ,__ -- e,..: 

without trial, without jury. It was based solely on race -- for 
v ,._.... '-' 4-- C.-- 1---

these 120,000 were Americans of Japanese descent. 
1--- ....... ....... ,..... t---

Yes, the Nation was then at war, struggling for its 

survival -- and it is not for us today to pass judgment upon 

those who may have made mistakes while engaged in that great 

struggle. 

eJY Yet we must recognize that the internment of Japanese 

.,ta.,.¥~Americans was just that -- a mistake. 
~./ ~ ~p... ~~~ 

..f ~ ------ Throughout the War, no Americans of Japanese ancestry 

committed any acts of disloyalty, let alone treason. On the 
,__. ~ \ -\ 

contrary, ten of apanese Americans volunteere for our \Armed 
, \._ ~ ~ ,__.\ &.-- .. 

. \?o 
0

\1 Fore~ -- many-~tepping f orwar'a in he int rnment camps 
J)'.,, -1'; ~ . ~ L- f.-. 

,~J' · /O \~~ themsel ves. Th 442n Regime tal Comb'at Team -- made up almost 
~ /\'~' ~ ~ 
~9~->( entire;'.:\ of J.apane~ 

r, · ~ - \ 
v . ,I.:) throughout the War. 

-
ericans -- serve wi distinc ion 

To defend their Nation, their homeland, the United states of 

America. 
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Yet back at home, the soldiers' families were being denied 

the very freedom for which so many of the soldiers themselves 

were laying ~own their lives. . 

------- Congres~ No';s;...n Min ta, wit u~ od y, wa l ~ ea s o l t 

~0 ,..I wh';;i, hi fami y wa7' inter ed. {;;: th~ Congr~ sman's words: "M1 

~~~·,,,... o~ fam, ly w~ sen fir';;i t ;}\San a Ani a Racetr'ik. W sho;., ed 
'--!!~: ✓~ ~ ,-\ ~ ~· ~ 
~~1 i t he here paddo ks. Som~ famil'es ived in converted stables, 

\ ~ ..\ ~ " l-\ . -i 
1 

\ \J ~ others in has ily thro n togeth __ r barracks. We er~ the moved 

~ ~ Het i Mor ta~t ,;r ingt: wh~ e OU entir famh y lived l?t on 

. l\,f" \/)~ strlall room of a rude tarpaper barrac " 
~ \ \\ -,tt., ~ .__ L,--- t--
~ ,v~ Like so many tens of thousands of others, the members of the 

~I; r(~-OMineta family lived in those conditions not for a matter of weeks 

~~ P ________.,,,. months, but for th~ lo~ year"£ 

~ The legisl tion that I am about to sign provides for a 
~ ~ - ...\_ c-\ 
v-)~. 1 restitutl-on payme t to each of the 60,0 survi ,in~ 
_:;..,: i qi &-\ - - \ - C--· -

~\';"\ .r f.7") Japa~ e· e-Americans, o the 120,00 who were relocate , or 

~ \ , 6 ~) t ctili.?d. Yet no payment can make up for those three lost years. 
<'~T)y "' 
(., So what is most important in this bill has less to do with 

......... --- --- --property than with honor. For here we admit a wrong. Here we 
C\. 

our commitment asANation to equal justice under the law. ~ affirm 

~ I'd like to note that the bill I am about to sign as 

s f ~ for the leu co~r ity ~ Americ n Ind~ ns, '.:'\ 
~ ~ _,r\ '-- '--

several hundred. The Aleu s wee evacuated ~ Pom ~He ◄ 

t..0.4.:5suJ""';-:a.;in;i,id...,.oli,l,,t.,-,.f-Mi.A .. ti,i{~~ea-t--afte ~ Japan~ e at~ k i · 194 t; Th~ action w; ! 
\_~~ ~ ~ ,-- ~ <--

ta'Jcen for the Aleu s' own protection, but property was lost or gJ 
,___ c..-- ........ - · ,__ - -- - t.--

damaged that has never been replaced. This bill will offer 
,.,..... 

compensation. 



::;rrt 
co~i 
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"Bl~ th\ has so~ed i ~ th sand ot a eac is - a ~ f-\ 
o~ c~~r. America st~ unique in th':\~\;;, th only cou';;;,\ 

n fo~ ed o ra~ b~ o\ a'--l ;\__ a~ ~{1~1 N~ in\piti~ of~ \ 
\ .- \ --- ·-~ ~ ~ -

but bec~ se of our p~ glo ack ound, have all the 
~ ~ --stre gth in the world. _hat ~he American way." 

\ The Scme of that young actor, the newspaper records, was 

Ron~ Reag' 

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that 

is still the American way. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

1 
. \.c- ~ 

et me sign H.R. 442 -- so ~ ~ ~ --ittingly named in honor 



:; 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

FOR: 

FROM: MARI MASENG 

D Action 

D Your Comment 

□ Let'sTalk 

~FYI 

FOR: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date: ________ _ 

FROM: MARI MASENG 

D Action 

D Your Comment 

□ Let'sTalk 

0 FYI 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 8, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR MARI MASENG 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ALAN M. KRANOWITZ 

Signing Ceremony for Japanese Internment 
Legislation 

The Japanese Internment legislation has arrived and, at B's 
direction, my staff is working with Rebecca's staff to put 
together a "concept schedule proposal" for a ceremony on 
Wednesday -- either Roosevelt Room or Rose Garden depending on 
the size of Public Liaison's list of proposed attendees. 

Speecl1_wri ters will need to move quickly . . on remarks for the POTUS. 
Carol Crawford at 0MB is the key substance person on this issue. 

cc: B. Oglesby 
Rebecca Range 
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General Stilwell Pins DSC 
On Sister of Nisei Hero In 
Cerem~ny at Maaud,a R• ~ch 

"Vine,ar Joou Participatea in~ UP;lt~d 
o-"·· • c--ta Ana· Film Stan Pq Tribute 
~. JG.~~ . - . , . . " ...... .,.;<""" TfOOP• 
To Combat Record of Japanete Allwncau , ....... ,. .. 

SAN'l'A AN A, Culif,-Ari•Ivini' by plano from Wa11hin)Cton, 
Goucrnl Joiieph W. St llwall pinned thG D.S.C. 011 llttlo Mary 
Musucla Saiurdu.y morning, Doc. 8., in ~ simple cerumony on the 
porch of har small !rilme aha.ck near Talbert, Orange County. · 

It. WM tho 11t1me humbh, home· from which a ,elf-appointed 
vhd!.antc committllc hall ntt.om ptctl to <lrlve bcr n fuw monthl 
Ld ol'c, whon ah~ WM onu of the f iret Ni11el (Amerlcantl of Jaim­
nesc :rncOBtry) to return trom rel<X:Ation ~nt1,1r11 to Call!ornln'11 
!armland1. 

On Dec. 8 llewarool c:aJnerM 
groll.n<l, r11dio mlko11 edgod in 11nd 
1,i:--,r.,, }'1: ,,t,,rrrllphora K~ot. from 
m.11ny 11ng lc~· to record U\11 p ~ Mn­
tation or t.hll . Army-'1:1 second ..high­
..:st mcJlll 11:lrnod by MAey'a dead 
brothor. Kiuuo M.aaudu, who .wu 
killed at ,Ca.aaino ~.11t yellr, 

Tho former comm.inde • o{ the 
China-Hurnu...Indi11 theater o! war, 
"Vinoga-r Joo" Stilwell, apolce fn 
his traditinn:il dcmocra l:ic mannor 
v.,l ho maido t.bo awurd. po1t.bum• 
oualr to Mary ?iwauclll, who liko 
her brother bad 1tQod up apinat 
the fo.n:H of fuclam. 

lusuo, ataff let!l'llllnt wl4.h the 
!amoua 442nd l.11f&mtry Ju.p11.n<110 
Amcrie11n Combat Team, hl\d or­
derad hit men. back and 1lnrle­
h11ndedly advu.cad through he&V)" 
artillery firo, carrying ,. moi,t.ar, 
Bra.cl~ tt in a helmet ~eked with 
dirt, ,he pouz:-ed ro1U1ci after round 
into tho Na&ia for twelv• ho.urs. ·A 
few weelcl hi.ter in Ito 11milar lone 
11.dvo.nco he wa, killed, at C&a&ino 
on the ltAU&n front. Dut hi1 men 
were &lfe. 
· That ia w.hy Kuun could not ba 
present to accept . the ~ neral'e 
medal. Bia slat.er Kary, not unlike 
Mary Pick.lord in stature and 
P<>itu.:, toolc it for. bi~, with tea:1 
in hc1• a:yea. Her J>Aront11 and two 
ot ,her· thtee' living brothers wero 
preaent on th• Utt!& porch. AU her 
orot.hai-. woiv or are in the Army, 

[ 

Genenil Stilwell •aid All he 
rnot M1'.t l\luuda a\ the c.tH• 

· n1u!1,.,V, "l huve never yot fouswi 
11 -,111ci wbo cH4n't d'o hi~ fall 
duty rll('ht u, to tf,(\ hllndle. 1 
r,~·: :~ ''" , .... nu,- {u 1)1.. cJd-,g.:at,,d 
t..o mllkc UJ .. AWKrd." 
'l.'hc Di-sWu1:-uht.hcd Sarvico C!'Ol8 

riid 110!. romain wh•1·c ho pln11ecl it, 
ror l'vl:i.ty turnod and t111t0n.ed it 
on ,,o,• muthc~II ffll'll:I in 1'Ccop:ru­
t.ion. 11, Wnll M11rr, however, who -1 - - - '- - ·' .. . ' . ' . .. 

& Drum Corpe plr.yed an old war 
tune. 

Louiao Al\brltt on. mlltion pic­
ture ~ bom It, Texaa, pve a 
sketch tlellina' how ~ Tf.l:a.t l,oat, · 
B&ttolion were aaved by the NiNl 
10ldltni. Robert' Younr did the 
Afch Oboler bit. ,.I ,Rave No Pray­
er," Ronald Rtwi.gan, until ~n,t.. 
ly an anny c:apt&bt, •poke on be­
hellt of it.ho Amo!'l,can Vet.mna 
Commlttee, ot which he ia JlD otli­
c:er, uylnl': · 

"Blood tlha& 1 hu Naked lnlu 
&M ... ot & beach bi an ol 
u.e color, .Aa erlca ,.~ UDlque 
in CJ,e world, the onll 001111&,y . 
neat foundocl °" race, but • a 
w•,--.an J4'•1. Noi in 1pl$e of, · 
but becaUN of ov P!)lJslot back• 
sr.ound,, we· bve 11N all the • 
•tnnrth in the world. That 11 
u,e A.merieu wa:,. 

.. Mr. alUI Mn. Muuda. Smt 
u one membel- of the famil1. of 
Americana ap111ldn, to anot.btr 
member, 1 want to •7 m 1'flat 1 
)'Otlr aon Kaauo did..:....trhanbt" 1 
Ha.rr;y FllMer)' oe M. C. point- · 

ed out that four )'M\'I bef'oJt to 
-tho day America Jn one UY, 
l'lohocked l>y Pta?l Harborl achiew,. 
ed UJl'!,~. ~d, he c:ont nu.cl, on , 
11M1 "Unlt.ed America" di)', when j 
''American .. All" ptherod in San,. 
t4 Ana Bowl to .honor Genoral Stil- , 
well &!tor the occufon ot hi.I .P1'9· · 
ao.ntMion to Mt&')' .Ma1udA, per­
hapa it waa not too eu11· to berln 
peace-time wdty, 

It wa.t Soout J'oah Wil110n of 
Onlnge EmpJre Ooundl, Boy 
Sc!lu.tll ut A.toeria.., wh~--h~d l.s,1 
tn~ Allegi,ince of t.he ~. ,. •• , 
with Llbert:r - &nd Juatlco - for 1 

ALL.'' 
And It WM the &nta An.u Aney 

Air Bue llat\d that played "Amer­
.ien •t.hc Da..utlful" a■ the audittnce 
~led_ out • . , with niany a choke 

2024562883:# 2 



aion'e h';ici'ra.:~cti,~ -~;;;;.''vii'l~ 
ant.ea on Mar lat when ■h• N• 
! 111ed to bG trlJr,htentd from hu 
home 

'l.'ho !0N1w1· eon1nm11dcl' a( tho 
(~1inl\•lh11,111\•lndla theo.ter or WAl'1 
Pott-d l1,1r M• '~""IK"ht tvrwara 
Amr.l'i.:i:11~1,un, aalcl lo.tor In t.ho do)' 
:.i. :111 n:'t.<,rnoun mil)' tlt S:i.nta. An'\ 
14,••••t l~, u , 1 .•• L .... a t ••. - - •••• '• 

Extended Page 2. , 



e:oePM 

"Th,: a l'!uu11t nf •ruwu.•y, ~ r 
~olo,1· of .unr'it •kin • .•. clu not 
mukc u 1111,ir.11urc of Amt,1•lun° 
..i.1P , A aq_11nN1 deal ull uruund; 
trff? 111>eeclt i 0qualHy beforo &ho 
hnr ; " talr lleld wtn, no favor; 
ohecile.111:11 to t.be maJorit1 ;-..n 
American not CM\JJ 11,Unq in 
w eh t.hmrs, bat he 11 wllllnr to 
nght for them, 

.. Who, alter all, hi the Nal 
Amorie&n 7 Tlu, real Americaa 
la the man who ealb lt a fair 
nxch un ~e to la7 down hlH lif6 
in 01-dur Ul~t American fdeAa 
ma1 io on Jiving And Judrlnr 
b;r such ll tut, Sgt. Muuda waa 
a ~ tt"r An1rr ic1n than nn)' of 
U!i l ll?rl:? tocla:y.n 
T.he Gont~l .r~ve the namov of 

wln11cr11 of the Congreesjon&l 
Med&l of Honor-only one sur­
viving-to show th&t this hiJhee~ 
of all military awards had s-one 
to Amerl~n• o! many ruea, of 
Mcxiuan, lt&lian, Pollah, German 
and other nru:eatr~L 

lto,mld Reagen, Loui&e Ali brlt-

( ( 

ton, Robert Young, R11.rry Flan• 
ncry, Will Rogo1-. Jr., Richard 
Loo, Chrls•l"'i11 Marlin, Don Whed• 
1;11, Alex I-la.vier -11.d ot.hera wel'6 
on the, l>N~&m com.flll down 
fro111 Hollywood !or the occallion. 
7'hcre were 11110 abort. talkB b7 
ll'adoris of ao,•eral race., 1ncludlnr 
.1 tuhy Merkeley Goodwin, Dan 
:Ha:rah.all, P..oque E, Da!A· Y&l&1 
Mau~ B'arnn a.nd Walter Hil­
bo!"Zl. Proret.l.:lnt, Gt.tboUc. and 
Jewish reU,i0111 leadezw 1aw tn• 
~1l!m\l, and tiio A.morl~n Lo­
lri'~:,.J Dltebled A.merle.in Veter:ana, 
~etenn• ot l'orefc Wu and 
AmerJc:an Vetenna Commictea 
were ·repl"C!u"ted, .Al~. th• ~­
ahTAlu~ 'War Veiten.na ·J'ttt 

2136280389 ... 2024562863:# 3 
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TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Date: August 8, 1988 

Mari Maseng L 
PHILLIP D. BR 
Deputy Counsel to President 

As v.e discussed, please find attacred a letter 
fran lbse Ochi reccmnending that the President 
make reference t o a statenent re made in 1945 on 

_the W:>rld W3r II sacrifices of -all races in any 
statement (signing rererrony ) he makes in signing 
the Japanese interrimept rompensation legislation. 

Hope this-is helpful . 



ROSE MATSUI OCH/ 

~ .. , . .. ·· - .. . - · . ' ....... _ .......... ~.~ --· .... 
. ... -,; •--. ~-~· - · · ·•- -.. . . ... .. i • '••..--.•· . . . • .,..i-----'­
• ·- ~-:-·~~f'::L •.• •, . . ......... .:..-~.·· . 

.... t- ·;.~~. ,.:.;. 

1-...... ~-~~ 

. -· 
A1TORNIJY AT LAW 130 SOUTH LINCOLNAVl!NUB, MONTBREY PAD; CAL/PORN/A 5>17,4 (BJBj nJ-o°sH· · · ·~ :- · -~ 

Phillip Brady 
Acting Counsel 
to the President 
White House, 
Washington, o.c. 

Phillip Brady, 

If a signing ceremony is being 
would suggest that you contact 
Chairman of the Cal. Rep. Party, 
like to suggest a few invitee•~ 
Steve Nakashima, Head of Japan 
for Reagan. 

Again, t-hank you for your 

Dear Mr. Bradyt ROSE 9CHI 

A~ a fo~lowup of our telephone con_versation ·yesterday, ~ --~.--~ i: ~ :. 
forwarding to you a copy of an article which ~ppeared_ -ift- :flll . -~- ~~ ­
Pacific Citizen, December 15, 1988 edition, which includea . : ~:~ 
Ronald Reagan ' s quote on b ehalf of the American Veterans 
Committee, sayi ng, _:. __ :(~4°::'" ~ 

"Blood that has s oa ked int o the sands of a beach .is all 
of one color. America stands unique in the world, th• 
only country not founded on raee, but on a way --a~ideal. •e'"".' . 

Not in spite of, but because of our polyglot backg ouna. . .. : 
we have had all the strength in the world, That ii the .. __ .. 
American way •••• • ~!~ .• ·- .~....;_. 

Such beautiful and fitting remarks could be repeated by the 
now President of the United States as he signs the historic 
redress legislation. 

Please thank the President for hie leadership in upholdina _ 
the truly American ideal of a country willing to recoan•1• 
its past mistakes and make amends. This is wa~t makes us eo . 
very unique and special in promoting fairness and understand;..· - -~ _ · 

l ing throughout the nation and the world. ·J-~ -.... 
s a former internee;-Na,,tional Vice President of Japane1·e -~ -.- ~-~-~1-

Ame i zena treand first JACL Legislative Educk-_~-.. ---:: :·· · _-
tion Committee, Legislative Strategy Chair, I am eo very ... ::. · _ · · 
personally delighted after a long struggle, to reach thia_ · ~.:~. ~-

. glorious culmination-a victory for all Amex-icans. _· ___ }._ :·· :: 

Sincerely You/A . __ 
~ u.. 01~~-.. ca.✓t./4- . -. . ~--"' : . 

Rose Matsui Ochi -- L·~-~~-::·"' . ' . ' ~ .. ,,._ . __ _ ..,...,,., _ _ . ., 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SIGNING CEREMONY FOR JAPANES~ f-~-\ p: \ \ 
INTERNMENT LEGISLATIOf!R~ f1'JG - ' -
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 1988 

My fellow Americans: 

We gather here today to right a grave wrong. 

More than 40 years ago, shortly after the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor, 120,000 Americans were forcibly removed from their homes 

and placed in makeshift internment camps. This action was taken 

without trial, without jury. It was based solely on race -- for 

these 120,000 were Americans of Japanese descent. 

Yes, the Nation was then at war, struggling for its 

survival -- and it is not for us today to pass judgment upon 

those who may have made mistakes while engaged in that great 

struggle. 

Yet we must recognize that the internment of Japanese 

Americans was just that -- a mistake. 

Throughout the War, no Americans of Japanese ancestry 

committed any ac}s of disloyalty, let alone treason. On the 
6 f _ -f A JU.Sa,,,,, e/S 

contrary, tens~of Japanese-Americans volunteered for our Armed 

Forces -- many stepping forward in the internment camps 

themselves. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team -- made up almost 

entirely of Japanese-Americans served with distinction 

throughout the War. 

To defend their Nation, their homeland, the United States of 

America. 



- 2 -

Yet back at home, the soldiers' families were being denied 

the very freedom for which so many of the soldiers themselves 

were laying down their lives. 

Congressman Norman Mineta, with us today, was 10 years old 

when his family was interned. In the Congressman's words: "My 

own family was sent first to Santa Anita Racetrack. We showered 

in the horse paddocks. Some families lived in converted stables, 

others in hastily thrown together barracks. We were then moved 

to Heart Mountain, Wyoming, where our entire family lived in one 

small room of a rude tarpaper barrack." 

Like so many tens of thousands of others, the members of the 

Mineta family lived in those conditions not for a matter of weeks 

or months, but for three long years. 

The legislation that I am about to sign provides for a 

restitution payment to each of the 60,000 surviving 

Japanese-Americans, of the 120,000 who were relocated or 

detained. Yet no payment can make up for those three lost years. 

So what is most important in this bill has less to do with 

property than with honor. For here we admit a wrong. Here we 

reaffirm our commitment as Nation to equal justice under the law. 

I'd like to note that the bill I am about to sign also 

provides funds for the Aleut community of American Indians, a 

community of several hundred. The Aleuts were evacuated from the 

island of Attu after a Japanese attack in 1942. This action was 

taken for the Aleuts' own protection, but property was lost or 

damaged that has never been replaced. This bill will offer 

compensation. 
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And now in closing, I wonder whether you'd permit me one 

personal reminiscence -- one prompted by an old newspaper report 

sent to me by Rose Ochi, a former internee. The clipping comes 

from the Pacific Citizen and is dated December 1945. 

"Arriving by plane from Washington," the article begins, 

"General Joseph W. Stilwell pinned the Distinguished Service 

Cross on ••• Mary Masuda ••. in a simple ceremony on the porch of her 

small frame shack near Talbert, Orange County ••.• she was one of 

the first Americans of Japanese ancestry to return from 

relocation centers to California's farmlands." 

"Vinegar Joe" Stilwell was there that day to honor Kazuo 

Masuda, Mary's brother. You see, while Mary and her parents were 

in an internment camp, Kazuo served as staff sergeant to the 

442nd Regimental Combat Team. In one action, Kazuo ordered his 

men back and advanced through heavy fire, hauling .a mortar. For 

12 hours, he engaged in a single-handed barrage of Nazi 

positions. Several weeks later at Cassino, Kazuo staged another 

lone advance. This time, it cost him his life. 

The newspaper clipping notes that her two surviving brothers 

were with Mary on the little porch that morning. Like their dead 

brother, both served in the Army. 

After General Stilwell made the award, the motion picture 

actress Louise Allbritton -- a Texas girl -- told how a Texas 

battalion had been saved by the 442nd. Other show business 

personalities paid tribute -- Robert Young, Will Rogers, Jr. And 

one young actor said this: , 

I 
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"Blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is all of 

one color. America stands unique in the world, the only country 

not founded on race, but on a way an ideal. Not in spite of, 

but because of our polyglot background, we have had all the 

strength in the world. That is the American way." 

The name of that young actor, the newspaper records, was 

Ronald Reagan. 

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that 

is still the American way. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

And now, let me sign H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in honor 

of the 442nd. 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DA TE: __ .-..;;;.8/"-,;9 .... /~88;__ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 4:00 'IDDAY 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENI'IAL REMARKS: SIGNIN3 CEREMJNY FDR JAPANESE INl'ERNMENl' LEX;ISIATIOO 

VICE PRESIDENT 

DUBERSTEIN 

ACTION FYI 

O ,,,,,,,, HOBBS 

0 ✓ HOOLEY 

~ O KRAN0WITZ ,. ______ ,r<,J~. 
MILLER· OMBr O MASENG 

POWELL 

OGLESBY O ✓ RANGE 

BAUER ~ O RISQUE 

CRIBB 

CRIPPEN 

CULVAHOUSE 

DAWSON 

DONATELLI 

FITZWATER 

□ □ RYAN 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

REMARKS: 
Please provide your ccmrents/reccc:mnendations directly to Tony Dolan's offic-e 
with an info copy to my office by 4:00 'IDDAY Tuesday, August 9, 1988. 
Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

iO :\ c. 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SIGNING CEREMONY FOR JAPANES~ f-:\ \2: \ \ 
INTERNMENT LEGISLATIOf!o~ f,\.lG -
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, f988 

My fellow Americans: t,C,l.5-}r-1 
We gather here today to right / grave 'wrong. 

I 
More than 40 years ag9, shor~ ly aft~r the bombin,,9 of Pearl 

/{fJC/1. ', Cf _JCl17ari/J( '/i,,;.L/1v1 1)tj ,I r, -rlit !/ ...::> 
Harbor, 120,000 ldnericans~were forc'fl>ly r'emoved from their homes 

and placed in makeshift internment camps. This action was taken 

without trial, without jury. It was based solely on race -- for 
.1 'itl v·, tf !.i 1.,/5 .:,ii( ~ 

these 120,000 we-r~a-as-,1of Japanese descent. 

Yes, the Nation was then at war, struggling for its 

survival -- and it is not for us today to pass judgment upon 

those who may have made mistakes while engaged in that great 

struggle. 

Yet we must recognize that the internment of Japanese 

Americans was just that -- a mistake. 

Throughout the War, no Americans of Japanese ancestry 

committed 

contrary, 

any acts of disloyalty, Jet alone treason. 
1111'7) ll1JJ1116 /ll"hf.. ~ i /?~ 

tens of~Japanese-Americans volilnteered for 
/) 

On the 

our Armed 

Forces -- many stepping forward in the internment camps 

themselves. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team -- made up almost 

entirely of Japanese-Americans 

throughout the War. 

served with distinction 

To defend their Nation, their homeland, the United States of 

America. 
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Yet back at home, the soldiers' families were being denied , 
~ ,< 

the very freedom for which so many of the soldiers themselves _L ~/~ -
Y' " d4 

• • µI _f..J£!, ' 
were laying down their lives. ,.(,{ tl \' i t r. • .,,u.r' , I' ' /rtJ(f ' 

Congressman Norman Mineta, with us today, was 10 years old L -=--
when his family was interned. In the Congressman's words: "My 

own family was sent first to Santa Anita Racetrack. We showered 

in the horse paddocks. Some families lived in converted stables, 

others in hastily thrown together barracks. We were then moved 

to Heart Mountain, Wyoming, where our entire family lived in one 

small room of a rude tarpaper barrack." 

Like so many tens of thousands of others, the members of the 

Mineta family lived i~ t~ose conditions not for a matter of weeks 
!.l f ~ - f u,,--

or months, but for~ long years. 

The legislation that I am about to sign provides for a 

restitution payment to Q~r~i1~:1.ro, 000 surviving f / ' Jt r,_s 

~apanese Americans, of the 120,000 who were relocated or 

detained. Yet no payment can make up for those three lost years. 

So what is most important in this bill has less to do with 

property than with honor. For here we admit a wrong. Here we 
a_,, 

reaffirm our commitment as~Nation to equal justice under the law. 

I'd like to note ;;hat the bill I am about to sign also 
rf t 11, oe,.5 df 

provides funds for~the Aleut community,_of American Indians, -a 
fiJ/2 C 

~ttni ty of -s-s~>E~,r.E~!-.lf;'.<ai.,4L-..Jbn:1u1JndmJ~:cp:,at:dL-. ..... -;-; 
1

Tl:.Jha.ee-A • .,,.,..;t;l-ee~uttt8,\ were evacuated from the 
II/ l U/4 d- r/ 6, 1.(/ b I IO/£' J~ J ~,.,, ,c:£ 
~9l~nd et h~~~ ~after a Japanese attack in 1942. This action was 

taken for the Aleuts' own protection, but property was lost or 

damaged that has never been replaced. This bill will offer 

compensation. 
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And now in closing, I wonder whether you'd permit me one 

personal reminiscence -- one prompted by an old newspaper report 

sent to me by Rose Ochi, a former internee. The clipping comes 

from the Pacific Citizen and is dated December 1945. 

"Arriving by plane from Washington," the article begins, 

"General Joseph w. Stilwell pinned the Distinguished Service 

Cross on .•. Mary Masuda •.. in a simple ceremony on the porch of her 

small frame shack near Talbert, Orange County .... she was one of 

the first Americans of Japanese ancestry to return from 

relocation centers to California's farmlands." 

"Vinegar Joe" Stilwell was there that day to honor Kazuo 

Masuda, Mary's brother. You see, while Mary and her parents were 

in an internment camp, Kazuo served as staff sergeant to the 

442nd Regimental Combat Team. In one action, Kazuo ordered his 

men back and advanced through heavy fire, hauling a mortar. For 

12 hours, he engaged in a single-handed barrage of Nazi 

positions. Several weeks later at Cassino, Kazuo staged another 

lone advance. This time, it cost him his life. 

The newspaper clipping notes that her two surviving brothers 

were with Mary on the little porch that morning. Like their dead 

brother, both served in the Army. 

After General Stilwell made the award, the motion picture 

actress Louise Allbritton -- a Texas girl -- told how a Texas 

battalion had been saved by the 442nd. Other show business 

personalities paid tribute -- Robert Young, Will Rogers, Jr. And 

one young actor said this: 
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"Blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is all of 

one color. America stands unique in the world, the only country 

not founded on race, but on a way an ideal. Not in spite of, 

but because of our polyglot background, we have had all the 

strength in the world. That is the American way." 

The name of that young actor, the newspaper records, was 

Ronald Reagan. 

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that 

is still the American way. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

And now, let me sign H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in honor 

of the 442nd. 
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August 9, 1988 ~e, i.tcJ\JJ.E» 
12:30 p.m. 6)1'\e.O.. . r.._ ... __ 

~c,e~ 
Me.M~~ 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SIGNING CEREMONY FOR .JAPANESE 40 , 
INTERNMENT LEGISLATI~R Ml6 -9 PM \2:~ HS.S t,tg!Ai 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10 ,"ul5ras (~Ufj~'f,cA 

f1GA>4},U!, ~ U,~l't~~tLs-1-i~,·~) ~~a.r~J 
/4 My fellow Americans: @ 1' le.A.SI!.. d.e_/e~ 

We gather here today to right a grave wrong. /Vf,...,.,e'fa. n4 Me. ~ 
s cJ'6S tr'/tM_. g e.,1e.r-,c 

More than 40 years ago, shortly after the bombing of Pearl tf.~ 
d.S 

Harbor,/20,000 Americans were forcibly removed from their homes,.,.uu-ko_ 
('-•~'4~!, 

and placed in makeshift internment camps. This action was taken ~ 

without trial, without jury. It was based solely on race -- for 

these 120,000 were Americans of Japanese descent. 

Yes, the Nation was then at war, struggling for its 

survival -- and it is not for us today to pass judgment upon 

those who may have made mistakes while engaged in that great 

struggle. 

Yet we must recognize that the internment of Japanese 

Americans was just that -- a mistake. 

Throughout the War, no Americans of Japanese ancestry 

committed any acts of disloyalty, let alone treason. On the 

contrary, tens of Japanese-Americans volunteered for our Armed 

Forces -- many stepping forward in the internment camps 

themselves. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team -- made up almost 

entirely of Japanese-Americans served with distinction 

throughout the War . 

To defend their Nation, their homeland, the United States of 

America. 

9iru, 
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Yet back at home, the soldiers' families were being denied 

the very freedom for which so many of the soldiers themselves 

were laying down their lives. . 
A- ,41vtAbt2.r o ~ 6,,1~~s ~ 4&­
-eongt essmen Nerman Minecacr with us toda~ was 10 years Of~ 

- f/-4_ S~.1t:f 
when his family was interned. ,.i;:a tae Congressman's wo;r;ds: "My 

I"\ 
own family was sent first to Santa Anita Racetrack. We showered 

in the horse paddocks. Some families lived in converted stables, 

others in hastily thrown together barracks. We were then moved 

to Heart Mountain, Wyoming, where our entire family lived in one 

small room of a rude tarpaper barrack." 

• Like so many tens of thousands of others, the members of the 
l,..tA 
~ family lived in those conditions not for a matter of weeks 

or months, but for three long years. 

The legislation that I am about to sign provides for a 

restitution payment to each of the 60,000 surviving 

Japanese-Americans, of the 120,000 who were relocated or 

detained. Yet no payment can make up for those three lost years. 

So what is most important in this bill has less to do with 

property than with honor. For here we admit a wrong. Here we 

reaffirm our commitment as Nation to equal justice under the law. 

I'd like to note that the bill I am about to sign also 

provides funds for the Aleut community of American Indians, a 

community of several hundred. The Aleuts were evacuated from the 

island of Attu after a Japanese attack in 1942. This action was 

taken for the Aleuts' own protection, but p~operty was lost or 

damaged that has never been replaced. This bill will offer 

compensation. 
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And now in closing, I wonder whether you'd permit me one 

personal reminiscence -- one prompted by an old newspaper report 

sent to me by Rose Ochi, a former internee. The clipping comes 

from the Pacific Citizen-and is dated December 1945. 

"Arriving by plane from Washington," the article begins, 

"General Joseph w. Stilwell pinned the Distinguished Service 

Cross on ... Mary Masuda ..• in a simple ceremony on the porch of her 

small frame shack near Talbert, Orange County •... she was one of 

the first Americans of Japanese ancestry to return from 

relocation centers to California's farmlands." 

"Vinegar Joe" Stilwell was there that day to honor Kazuo 

Masuda, Mary's brother. You see, while Mary and her parents were 

in an internment camp, Kazuo served as staff sergeant to the 

442nd Regimental Combat Team. In one action, Kazuo ordered his 

men back and advanced through heavy fire, hauling a mortar. For 

12 hours, he engaged in a single-handed barrage of Nazi 

positions. Several weeks later at Cassino, Kazuo staged another 

lone advance. This time, it cost him his life. 

The newspaper clipping notes that her two surviving brothers 

were with Mary on the little porch that morning. Like their dead 

brother, both served in the Army. 

After General Stilwell made the award, the motion picture 

actress Louise Allbritton -- a Texas girl -- told how a Texas 

battalion had been saved by the 442nd. Other show business 

personalities paid tribute -- Robert Young, Will Rogers, Jr. And 

one young actor said this: 
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"Blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is all of 

one color. America stands unique in the world, the only country 

not founded on race, but on a way an ideal. Not in spite of, 

but because of our polyglot background, we have had all the 

strength in the world. That is the American way." 

The name of that young actor, the newspaper records, was 

Ronald Reagan. 

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that 

is still the American way. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

And now, let me sign H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in honor 

of the 442nd. 
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My fellow Americans: 

We gather here today to right a grave wrong. 

More than 40 years ago, shortly after the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor, 120,000 Americans were forcibly removed from their homes 

and placed in makeshift internment camps. This action was taken 

without trial, without jury. It was based solely on race -- for 

these 120,000 ·were Americans of Japanese descent. 

Yes, the Nation was then at war, struggling for its 

survival -- and it is not for us today to pass judgment upon 

those who may have made mistakes while engaged in that great 

struggle. 

Yet we must recognize that the internment of Japanese 

Americans was just that -- a mistake. 

Throughout the War, no Americans of Japanese ancestry 

committed any acts of disloyalty, let alone treason. On the 
+1,,i? tlSc.l.,..,cJ~ ? () .fJ 

contrary, tens of Japanese-Americans volunteered for our Armed 

" Forces -- many stepping forward in the internment camps 

themselves. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team -- made up almost 

entirely of Japanese-Americans 

throughout the War. 

served with distinction 

To defend their Nation, their homeland, the United States of 

America. 

X 
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Yet back at home, the soldiers' families were being denied 

the very freedom for which so many of the soldiers themselves 

were laying down their lives. 

congressman Norman Mineta, with us today, was 10 years old 

when his family was interned. In the Congressman's words: "My 

own family was sent first to Santa Anita Racetrack. We showered 

in the horse paddocks. Some families lived in converted stables, 

others in hastily thrown together barracks. We were then moved 

to Heart Mountain, Wyoming, where our entire family lived in one 

small room of a rude tarpaper barrack." 

Like so many tens of thousands of others, the members of the 

Mineta family lived in those conditions not for a matter of weeks 

or months, but for three long years. 

The legislation that I am about to sign provides for a 

restitution payment to each of the 60,000 surviving 

Japanese-Americans, of the 120,000 who were relocated or 

detained. Yet no payment can make up for those three lost years. 

So what is most important in this bill has less to do with 

property than with honor. For here we admit a wrong. Here we 
a.... 

reaffirm our commitment as Nation to equal justice under the law. /( 
" I'd like to note that the bill I am about to sign also 

provides funds for the Aleut community of American Indians, a 

community of several hundred. The Aleuts were evacuated from the 

island of Attu after a Japanese attack in 1942. This action was 

taken for the Aleuts' own protection, but property was lost or 

damaged that has never been replaced. This bill will offer 

compensation. 
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And now in closing, I wonder whether you'd permit me one 

personal reminiscence -- one prompted by an old newspaper report 

sent to me by Rose Ochi, a former internee. The clipping comes 

from the Pacific Citizen and is dated December 1945. 

"Arriving by plane from Washington," the article begins, 

"General Joseph W. Stilwell pinned the Distinguished Service 

Cross on ... Mary Masuda ... in a simple ceremony on the porch of her 

small frame shack near Talbert, orange County •••• she was one of 

the first Americans of Japanese ancestry to return from 

relocation centers to California's farmlands." 

"Vinegar Joe" Stilwell was there that day to honor Kazuo 

Masuda, Mary's brother. You see, while Mary and her parents were 

in an internment camp, Kazuo served as staff sergeant to the 

442nd Regimental Combat Team. In one action, Kazuo ordered his 

men back and advanced through heavy fire, hauling a mortar. For 

12 hours, he engaged in a single- handed barrage of Nazi 

positions. Several weeks later at Cassino, Kazuo staged another 

lone advance. This time, it cost him his life. 

J 
I 

I 
l 
I 

i 
The newspaper clipping notes that her two surviving brothers I 

d ~eASed l 
were with Mary on the little porch that morning. Like their 4eacL ,X: 
brother, both served in the Army. 

After General Stilwell made the award, the motion picture 

actress Louise Allbritton -- a Texas girl -- told how a Texas 

battalion had been saved by the 442nd. Other show business 

personalities paid tribute -- Robert Young, Will Rogers, Jr. And 

one young actor said this: 

I 
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"Blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is all of 

one color. America stands unique in the world, the only country 

not founded on race, but on a way an ideal. Not in spite of, 

but because of our polyglot background, we have had all the 

strength in the world. That is the American way." 

The name o·f that young actor, the newspaper records, was 

Ronald Reagan. 

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that 

is still the American way. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

And now, let me sign H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in honor 

of the 442nd. 
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My fellow Americans: ; 1 .J.-rd 
Jt1cb , 1 

We gather here today to right ,/4 grave wrong. 
/ 

More than 40 years agQ, sh? r! ly ~~ter the _bombi119" of Pearl 
(t r5 M ·. Cf _-1{'(r ;,,z,riP('ii-J...,' /v( ~ 1 ,, ,, -r/..t t( _,, 

Harbor, 120,000 Ainericans~were forc"Hily ~emoved from their homes 

and placed in makeshift internment camps. This action was taken 

without trial, without jury. It was based solely on race -- for 
,1,,,,,J ✓, d.t1 ~/:;; :,,1; .--,; 

these 120,000 were Afflericans 4of "Japanese descent . . 

Yes, the Nation was then at war, struggling for its 

survival -- and it is not for us today to pass judgment upon 

those who may have made mistakes while engaged in that great 

struggle. 

Yet we must recognize that the internment of Japanese 

Americans was just that -- a mistake. 

Throughout the War, no Americans of Japanese ancestry 

committed 

contrary, 

any acts of disloyalty, Jet alone treason. 
0,ry; HIJJ/116 ~1. ~ I l?t!) 

tens of~Japanese-Americans vo~ilnteered for 
/) 

On the 

our Armed 

Forces -- many stepping forward in the internment camps 

themselves. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team - - made up almost 

entirely of Japanese-Americans 

throughout the War. 

served with distinction 

To defend their Nation, their homeland, the United States of 

Ameri ca. 
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Yet back at home, the soldiers' families were being denied i 

J 
1',,.s· 

the very freedom for which so many of the soldiers themselves _L ~ 

sm ,d1 , 
were laying down their lives. vt , -~£ v ,4,( t£. ~ t .,_,(7f. ~ ;f 

, o f ter, { 
congressman Norman Mineta, with us today, was 10 years old 

_::--

when his family was interned. In the Congressman's words: "My 

own family was sent first to Santa Anita Racetrack. We showered 

in the horse paddocks. Some families lived in converted stables, 

others in hastily thrown together barracks. We were then moved 

to Heart Mountain, Wyoming, where our entire family lived in one 

small room of a rude tarpaper barrack." 

Like so man!/ tens of thousands of others, the members of the 

Mineta family lived in those conditions not for a matter of weeks 
flf f;_· fi Ur' 

or months, but for ~ree long years. 

The legislation that I am about to sign provides for a 
tJ fly) 171 f I,</ JJ'/t / t/ 

restitution payment to Qa'.<#1 ef the~ tfo, 000 surviving l7fl -5~1'15 

~anes~, of the 120,000 who were relocated or 

detained. Yet no payment can make up for those three lost years. 

So what is most important in this bill has less to do with 

property than with honor. For here we admit a wrong. Here we 
a,, 

reaffirm our commitment as~Nation to equal justice under the law. 

I'd like to note hthat the bill I am about to sign also 
'1( J,{ t,.5 !f 

provides funds for~the Aleut community,_o.f American Indians, --a 
fJJ/2 0 

1r~itz·~~-ssi)~~n:e~h.r-~a/.L~-~hDJJUl~~™z;l--l14~~acd;a....,_./..-:.:!..:.IT.:&ihlE8f--AA.±lee·ttut~9'\ were evacuated from the 

~land et A~t~ ~after a Japanese attack in 1942. This action was 

taken for the Aleuts' own protection, but property was lost or 

damaged that has never been replaced. This bill will offer 

compensation. 
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And now in closing, I wonder whether you'd permit me one 

personal reminiscence -- one prompted by an old newspaper report 

sent to me by Rose Ochi, a former internee. The clipping comes 

from the Pacific Citizen and is dated December 1945. 

"Arriving by plane from Washington," the article begins, 

"General Joseph W. Stilwell pinned the Distinguished Service 

Cross on ..• Mary Masuda ... in a simple ceremony on the porch of her 

small frame shack near Talbert, Orange County .... she was one of 

the first Americans of Japanese ancestry to return from 

relocation centers to California's farmlands." 

"Vinegar Joe" Stilwell was there that day to honor Kazuo 

Masuda, Mary's brother. You see, while Mary and her parents were 

in an internment camp, Kazuo served as staff sergeant to the 

442nd Regimental Combat Team. In one action, Kazuo ordered his 

men back and advanced through heavy fire, hauling .a mortar. For 

12 hours, he engaged in a single-handed barrage of Nazi 

positions. Several weeks later at Cassino, Kazuo staged another 

lone advance. This time, it cost him his life. 

The newspaper clipping notes that her two surviving brothers 

were with Mary on the little porch that morning. Like their dead 

brother, both served in the Army. 

After General Stilwell made the award, the motion picture 

actress Louise Allbritton -- a Texas girl -- told how a Texas 

battalion had been saved by the 442nd. Other show business 

personalities paid tribute -- Robert Young, Will Rogers, Jr. And 

one young actor said this: 
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"Blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is all of 

one color. America stands unique in the world, the only country 

not founded on race, but on a way an ideal. Not in spite of, 

but because of our polyglot background, we have had all the 

strength in the world. That is the American way." 

The name of that young actor, the newspaper records, was 

Ronald Reagan. 

And, yes, the ideal of liberty and justice for all -- that 

is still the American way. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

And now, let me sign H.R. 442 -- so fittingly named in honor 

of the 442nd. 



-II Government Operations 

Formal Apology Included: ing on the date of payment. The dif­
ference was significant, according to 
the bill's sponsors, because many for­
mer internees are quite elderly. Congress Clears Reparations 

For World War II Internees 
Under the compromise, the Sen­

ate agreed to accept the House lan­
guage, but to limit payment to three 
specific categories of beneficiaries - a 
surviving spouse; if no surviving 
spouse, then equal shares to all chil­
dren living at the time of payment; if 
no surviving children, then equal 
shares to parents living on the date of 
payment. If there are no parents liv­
ing, the money would remain in the 
trust fund. The conference report in­
structs the attorney general to try to 
pay the oldest surviving internees 
first. 

Japanese-Americans interned 
during World War II would receive 
$1.25 billion in reparations and a for­
mal apology from the government un­
der a bill (HR 442) cleared by the 
House ~ and sent to the presi­
dent forniss1gnature. 

The House adopted the confer­
ence report on the bill (H Rept 100-
785) by a vote of 257-156. (Vote 264, 
p. 2230) 

The Senate approved the confer­
ence report on a voice vote July 27. 
(Weekly Report p . 2136) 

About 120,000 Japanese-Ameri ­
cans were forcibly relocated under an 
executive order issued by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt after the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. They were shipped 
to internment camps guarded by the 
military. Many lost the homes and 
businesses that were left behind. 

HR 442 would establish a trust 
fund within the Treasury Department 
from which tax-free payments of 
$20,000 would be provided to the ap­
proximately 60,000 Japanese-Ameri­
can internees who are still alive. It 
would be up to the attorney general to 
identify the eligible individuals and 
authorize payments. 

Although the White House had 
earlier threatened to veto HR 442, 
President Reagan said in an Aug. 1 
letter to House Speaker Jim Wright, 
D-Texas, that he supported the con­
ference agreement, which he said was 
better than either the House or Senate 
versions of the bill. 

Two conference decisions, in par­
ticular, appear to have eased the ad­
ministration's concerns. 

The bill now makes acceptance of 
the reparation payment a final settle­
ment of any claim against the govern­
ment for internment. 

And the conferees adopted a 
House provision to spread the repara­
tion payments over a 10-year period, 
dropping the five-year payment plan 

-By Christine C. Lawrence 

contained in the Senate version of the 
bill. A former internee would have up 
to 18 months to decide whether or not 
to accept the payment. 

The measure authorizes appropri­
ations to the trust fund of $1.25 bil­
lion, with no more than $500 million 
to be appropriated in any given year. 

Other Provisions 
A major compromise worked out 

in conference concerned the date on 
which the internees would be eligible 
to receive the funds . 

The House measure specified that 
any former intern·ee living on the date 
of enactment of the bill would be eligi­
ble for payment, which would allow 
the individual's estate to receive the 
funds if the internee died after the bill 
was enacted but before receiving pay­
ment. The Senate-passed version de­
fined an eligible individual as one liv-

The conferees also agreed to a 
Senate amendment providing $21.4 
million in compensation to about 450 
surviving wartime evacuees from the 
Aleutian and Pribilof Islands in 
Alaska. Each of the eligible Aleuts 
would receive $12,000, and the rest of 
the money would go to repair wartime 
damage done to the islands. 

The House Judiciary Committee 
had approved a separate measure (HR 
1631 - H Rept 100-372) providing 
compensation for the Aleuts. I 

House Passes Computer-Matching Bill 
New controls on the federal government's use of "computer matching" 

would be imposed under a bill (HR 4699 - H Rept 100-802) passed by the 
House Aug. 1. 

Computer matching is an audit technique involving the comparison of 
information contained in computer records. The federal government uses 
the process to establish or verify that an individual is eligible for a certain 
program or to recover delinquent debts. In recent years, the practice has 
become more common, raising concern about possible abuse or invasions of 
privacy. (Weekly Report p. 1603) 

HR 4699, which passed on a voice vote, would regulate the way in 
which federal computer matching is conducted. It would require that fed­
eral agencies enter into computer-matching agreements that specify the 
purpose of the comparison and that describe the nature of the match and 
the expected results. 

All information obtained under a computer match would have to be 
independently verified before adverse action could be taken. And individ­
uals must be given notice and an opportunity to contest the findings 
resulting from a computer match. 

The Senate passed a similar computer-matching bill (S 496) on May 
21, 1987. (1987 Almanac p . 371) 

After passing HR 4699, the House substituted its text for that of S 496 
and then passed that bill on a voice vote, setting up a House-Senate 
conference to resolve differences. 

C:...,....19UC_.........o.-t, .... 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 1, 1988 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

We welcome the action of the House-Senate conference on 
H. R. 442, a bill to provide compensation for Americans of 
Japanese descent interned in the United States during the 
Second World War. The bill reported from the conference 
and passed by the Senate on July 27 is substantially 
improved over the versions of the bill previously 
considered. 

We are particularly pleased that the bill provides for a 
measured disbursement of the amounts authorized for the 
trust fund and ensures that acceptance of compensation 
under the legislation fully satisfies claims against the United 
States based on the unique circumstances of the internment. 

The enactment of H. R. 442 will close a sad chapter in 
American history in a way that reaffirms America's 
commitment to the preservation of liberty and justice for 
all. 

I urge the House of Representatives to act swiftly and 
favorably on the bill. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable James Wright 
Speaker of the 

· House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

\(__~~ 
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Dear Bob: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 1, 1988 

We welcome the action of the House-Senate conference on 
H. R. 442, a bill to provide compensation for Americans of 
Japanese descent interned in the United States during the 
Second World War. The bill reported from the conference 
and passed by the Senate on July 27 is substantially 
improved over the versions of the bill previously 
considered. 

We are particularly pleased that the bill provides for a 
measured disbursement of the amounts authorized for the 
trust fund and ensures that acceptance of compensation 
under the legislation fully satisfies claims against the United 
States based on the unique circumstances of the internment. 

The enactment of H.R. 442 will close a sad chapter in 
American history in a way that reaffirms America's 
commitment to the preservation of liberty and justice for 
all. 

I urge the House of Representatives to act swiftly and 
favorably on the bill. 

The Honorable Robert H. Michel 
Republican Leader 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 
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Co~ Approves 
War-Internee Fund 
Cash, Apology Offered to Japanese Americans. 

By Tom Kenworthy 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

The House, moving to redress 
what one lawmaker called "a mon­
umental injustice," yesterday 
passed and sent to President Rea­
gan compromise legislation offering 
cash reparations and the nation's 
apology to tens of thousands of Jap­
anese-Americans who were in­
terned during World War II. 

Reagan, hailing the end of "a sad 
chapter in American history," said 
he would sign the measure, which 
the House passed on a 257-to-156 
vote. The Senate approved the 
compromise last week on a voice 
vote. 

Enactment of the legislation, " 
which authorizes $1.25 billion in 
payments to survivors of the war-

. time relocation and internment pro­
gram ordered by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt in 1942, "reaffirms 
America's commitment to the pre­
servation of liberty and justice for 
all," said Reagan in a letter to 
House Speaker Jim Wright (D­
Tex.). 

Under the legislation, approxi­
mately 60,000 surviving Japanese­
Americans of the 120,000 who 

were detained in camps following 
Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor7" 
many of whom lost their homes and 
businesses-will be eligible for cash 
payments of $20,000. Several hun­
dred Aleuts living on the Aleutian 
and Pribilof Islands in Alaska will 
also be eligible for $12,000 pay­
ments to compensate for losses 
they suffered when they were re­
located for their own safety follow­
ing a Japanese attack on the island 
of Attu in 1942. 

Perhaps more importantly to 
many loyal Japanese-Americans 
permanently scarred by the expe­
rience of being branded as security 
risks during the war, the measure 
acknowledges that the nation com­
mitted a "grave injustice" 46 years 
ago. The relocation and internment 
program, says the legislation, was 
undertaken "without adequate se­
curity reasons and without any acts 
of espionage or sabotage" being 
documented. 

"This legislation touches all of us 
because it touches the very core of 
our nation," said Rep. Norman Y. 
Mineta (D-Calif.), who as a young 
child was forcibly relocated along 
with his family to a camp in Wyo-

See INTERNEB8, A20, CoL 1. 
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Ulngr~ Passes Internee Reparations Measure 
INTERNEES, From Al 

ming. "Does our Constitution pro­
tect all of us regardless of race or 
culture? Do our rights remain in­
alienable in times of stress, espe­
cially in times of stress? Passage of 
this legislation answers those ques-

,_tions with a resounding yes .... 
:,Today we again say yes to justice." 
;: The legislation also concedes that 
:t)le government "failed to provide 
:::reasonable care" for Aleuts relo­
~ ted from their native villages to 
:southeast Alaska, and that the re­
f.location "resulted in widespread 
:Ulness, disease and death among 
-,he residents of the camps." The bill 
~authorizes $21.4 million to compen­
~sate the Aleuts for the Joss of their 
: .property. 
~ Payments under the reparations 
: program are subject to annual ap-

propriations by Congress which 
. are n_ot to exceed $500 million a 
· year. 
· ~ In addition, the bill directs the 
~Justice Department to review crim-

inal convictions of Japanese-Amer­
,icans at the time and asks the pres­
;ident to issue pardons if recom­
;mended by the department. It also 
, . authorizes an education and re­
r search program into the relocation 
:. and internment program. 

Enactment of the reparations 
., legislation capped what bas been a 
.... 

TODAY IN CONGRESS 
SENATE 

Meets at 9:30 a.m. 
Committees: 
Forelan Relatlons-10 a.m. Open. 
War powers special subc. Hearings on 
the War Powers Resolution. 419 
Dirksen Office-Building. 
Judlclaty-9:30 a.m. Open. 
Nomination hearings for Richard L. 
Thornburgh to be U.S attorney general. 
226 DOB. 
Joint Economlc-9:30 a.m. Open. 
Hearings on July's employment-unem­
ployment statistics. 628 DOB. 

HOUSE 
Not in session. 
Committees: 
Interior and Insular Affairs-IO a.m. 
National parks and public lands subc. 
Hearing and mark-up to remove 
restrictions on land acquisitions for 
Antietam National Battlefield and other 
pending legislation. 1324 Longworth 
House Office Building. 

wrenching experience for many 
members of Congress that stirred 
painful memories of World War II. 
Adding to the drama during consid­
eration of the legislation were the 
poignant personal remembrances of 
Japanese-American members who 
lived in the camps, including Mineta 
and Rep. Robert . T. Matsui (D­
Calif.), and the combat experiences 
of Sens. Daniel K.' Inouye (D­
Hawaii) and Spark M. Matsunaga 
(D-Hawaii), · Japanese-Americans 

who served in highly~rated Ni­
sei units in the European theater. 

Many members of the House and 
Senate were besieged by com­
plaints from war veterans protest­
ing the payment of reparations to 
people they associated with their 
wartime foe. 

"It is just very hard for me to un­
derstand and go face veterans in my 
district who have suffered from 
World War II," said Rep. Clyde C. 
Holloway (R-La.) in opposing the 
measure. "I do not know if we are 
trying to buy the votes in the state 
of California from the people of Jap­
anese ancestry . . . . " 

But few members of the House 
spoke against the measure during 
final debate Wednesday night and 
yesterday. More typical were the 
comments of Rep. Ted Weiss (D­
N.Y.): 

"We are responsible for the ruin­
ing of lives beyond our comprehen­
sion," said Weiss. "There is no ad­
equate financial compensation for 
the fundamental violation of civil 
liberties and the humiliation that 
those individuals suffered. Howev­
er, the payments to the surviving 
internees that this legislation con­
tains are a symbol of the strong af­
firmation by this Congress that a 
terrible mistake was made, and a 
commitment by the U.S. govern­
ment that such a mistake will never 
be repeated." 

... ·-----------------------------------------
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. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - Extensions of Remarks 
numbers o( the Tariff Schedules of the 
United States <19 U.S.C. 1202 ), or vegeta­
bles, If fresh: . 

(Al Cabbages provided for in item 135.30. 
<B l Carrots provided for in items 135.41 

and 135.42. 
(Cl Celery provided for in items 135.60 

and 135.61. -
CD > Lettuce provided for In Item 136.60 

an d 136.61. . 
<E l Red onions and yellow onions, of the 

t ype produced for storage holdings, provid­
ed for in item 136.93. 

CF ) Potatoes provided for in items 137.25, 
137.26, 137.28, and 137.29. 

<G l Radishes provided for in item .137.40. 
T he Secretary, for the purposes of this Act, 
may add for the duration of a marketing 
season any classification of fresh vegetable 
provided for in such Schedules as a vegeta­
ble category if a United States producer of 
vegetables of that kind petitions the Secre­
tary for such addition and the Secretary 
concludes that economic injury is being 
caused or threatened to United States pro­
ducers of articles in that category after ap­
plying t he criteria in section 3Cal and Cb H2). 

SEC. 3. Cal During each week of the mar­
keting season. the Secretary shall monitor 
the market prices paid for articles in each 
vegetable category. If the Secretary finds, 
on the basis of such monitoring, that the av­
erage market price paid for articles in any 
vegetable category during a week does not 
equal 90 per centum of the average pricP. for 
such category for such week in the immedi­
ately preceding three years, the Secretary 
shall , within five working days, publish 
notice thereof in the Federal Register desig­
nating that vegetable category as a de­
pressed vegetable category. 

<bl The Secretary shall, with respect to ar­
ticles in each vegetable category designated 
as a depressed vegetable category under sub­
SP.ction Ca l-

<l l monitor on a daily basis the market 
prices paid for articles in such category; and 

(2 ) monitor on a weekly basis the volume 
of imported articles in such category that is 
sold in commerce at terminal markets. 

<c l If the Secretary determines. on the 
basis of the monitoring required under sub­
section <bl regarding a vegetable category 
that is depressed, that-

( l l the average market price for articles in 
that category for any week in the marketing 
season was below the benchmark price for 
such category; and 

(2 ) t he volume of imported a rticles in that 
category that was sold in commerce at ter­
minal markets during such week exceeds by 
5 per centum or more the volume of import ­
ed articles in that category sold at terminal 
markets during the equivalent seven-day 
period in calendar year 1978; 
the imported articles in that vegetable cate­
gory shall be presumed to be causing, or 
threatening to cause, economic injury to 
United States producers of like vegetables. 

SEc. 4. (aH ll Within two working days 
after making a determination under section 
3<c> regarding Imported articles in a vegeta­
ble category, the Secretary, by publication 
of notice thereof in the Federal Register, 
shall <Al issue notice of such determination, 
and <Bl establish a surtax period for such 
category which shall be the one hundred 
and eighty-day period commencing on the 
next Thursday which occurs not less than 
five days after the date on which such de­
t ermination was made. The Secretary shall 
at the t ime of such publication no tify the 
exporting countries of articles in such cate­
gory of such establishment. 

(2) The Secretary may extend a surtax 
period established under paragraph < ll by 
an additional ninety days if he determines 

that the conditions which Jed to the estab­
lishment of the Initial · one hundred and 

· eighty-day surtax period are still in effect at 
the close of the Initial period. 

(bHll There is imposed on all articles In a 
vegetable category to which a determination 
under section 3(cl applies that are entered, 
or withdrawn from warehouse for consump­
tion, In the customs territory of the United 
States during each week within the surtax 
period a surtax for that week, the amount 
of which shall be computed on a weekly 
basis in accordance with subsection <cl by 
the Secretary on the basis of the. applicable 
market prices. 

C2l A surtax imposed under this Act shall 
be treated for all purposes of the customs 
Jaws as a duty which is in addition to any 
other duty imposed on the entry or with­
drawal from warehouse of articles In the 
vegetable category concerned. 

(cl(ll For purposes of this section-
<Al The term "computation period" means 

the seven-day period that ends on a 
Wednesday In the two weeks before the 
week in which a surtax week begins. 

<Bl The term "surtax week" means each 
seven-day period, beginning on a Thursday, 
that is within a surtax period established 
under subsection <al. 

<2l The surtax imposed under subsection 
<bl for each surtax week on imported arti­
cles within a vetegab!e category shall be de­
termined on the basis of the relationship be­
tween the average daily market price paid 
during the applicable computation period 
for articles In such category, and the appli­
cable benchmark price for such article, as 
follows: 

<Al If there is no difference between such 
market price and benchmark price-

(!) no surtax shall apply during the surtax 
week if no surtax is in effect for the imme­
diately preceding surtax week; or 

(iil the surtax for the surtax week shall be 
the same as the surtax , if any, in effect for 
the immediately preceding surtax week. 

<Bl If such market price is below the 
benchmark price, the surtax for t he surtax 
week shall be-

(!) an amount equal to the difference be­
tween such prices, if there is no surtax in 
effect for the immediately preceding surtax 
week, or 

<ii> an amount equal to such difference 
plus the amount of any surtax In effect for 
the immediately preceding surtax week. 

(Cl If such market price exceeds such 
benchmark price-

(!) on surtax shall apply during the surtax 
week if no surtax is in effect for t he imme­
diately preceding surtax week, or 

<ii) the surtax for the surtax week shall be 
the amount of the surtax in effect for the 
immediately preceding surtax week reduced 
by the amount of such excess (but not 
below zero). 

<3> For purposes of determining under 
paragraph (2) the surtax to be imposed 
during the first surtax week in any surtax 
period, a surtax shall be de termined under 
paragraph (2l<Bl on the basis of the find­
ings of the Secretary under section 3Cc)<ll 
on the import.eel articles concerned and such 
surtax shall be t reated as being In effect 
during the week before such first surtax 
week. 

<dl The Secretary shall certify to the Sec­
retary of the Treasury the surtax, or ab­
sence thereof, as determined under subsec­
tion Cc) for each surtax week within the 
surtax period established for a vegetable 
category. The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall take such action as may be necessary 
or appropriate to levy and collect any such 
surtax so certified, Including the require­
ment of additional bond to secure payment 
of a surtax. · 

· SEc. 5. The Secretary and the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall each issue such regula­
tions as may be necessary and appropriate 
to carry out this Act. 

THE CIVIL LIBERTIES ACT OF 
1987 

HON. NORMAN Y. MINETA 
OF CALIFOR.."1A 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 6, 1987 
Mr. Ml NETA. Mr .. Speaker, ! am proud to 

joiri our distinguished Majority Leader TOM 
FOLEY and many other colleagues in introduc­
ing the Civil Liberties Act of 1987. 

Now, after more than 40 years, Congress 
has the opportunity to close the book on one 
of the most shameful events in our history: 
the internment, beginning in 1942, of 120,000 
loyal Americans without trial or jury, simply on 
the basis of their ethnic ancestry. 

During the 99th Congress. this legislation 
was H.R. 442. Our new bill, identical in sub­
stance to the 99th Congress legislation, will 
also be H.R. 442. This number honors the 
442d Regimental Combat Team, which has 
been called the most highly decorated unit in 
the history of American fighting forces. The 
442d was made up of Americans of Japanese 
ancestry, many of whom volunteered for duty 
from the internment camps that are the sub­
ject of H.R. 442. The 442d fought with great 
distinction throughout the European Campaign 
of World War II. 

The men of the 442d, along with those 
Americans of Japanese ancestry who served 
with distinction with the Military Intelligence 
Service (MIS) in the Paciflc Theater, fought 
with courage and bravery to defend their 
nation, their homeland-the United States of 
America. 

Those interned were not foreign spies carry-
ing briefcases bulging with secrets. Many had 
sons or brothers fighting with the 442d. 
Among those who were interned were old 
men and women who worked in the fields of 
California. Their hard labor made barren lands 
productive, lands that many would lose as a 
result of the internment They were not un­
scrupulous agents of a foreign power, they 
were business people who had worked to 
build small businesses and to be full members 
of their communities. They were not recen 
immigrants of uncertain loyalty. Most of thos 
interned were born in this country and wer 
proud citizens from birth. 

I 

We cannot debate appropriate remedies for 
something as indefensible as the internment 
without first understanding the complete trage­
dy of our Government's policies and the need­
less injustice which the internment represent­
ed. 

I was one of those interned. I .was 10 years l ( 
old. If someone, anyone, could show me how . 

-eyariy stretch of the imagination any reasona­
ble person could suspect me to have been a 
security threat, I would abandon this effort in­
stantly. 

The fact remains that no Americans of Jap­
anese ancestry committed any acts of treason 
or disloyalty. 

The internment was not merely inconven­
ient. Evacuated with little notice, thousands of 
Americans lost their homes, their businesses, 
their farms. And we lost nearly 3 years of our -----------------..,., 
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lives. The financial losses were enormous. But 

·~sses of .friends, education, opportunity, 
and standing in our communities were incalcu­
lable. 

My own family was sent first to Santa Anita 
Racetrack. We showered in the horse pad­
docks. Some families lived in converted sta­
bles, others in hastily thrown together bar­
racks. We were then moved to Heart Moun­
tain, WY, where our entire family lived in one 
small room of a rude tarpaper barrack . . 

Some say the internment was for our own 
protection. But even as a boy of 10 I could 
see that the machine guns and the barbed 
wire faced inward. 

The in1emment was not, as some say, "re­
grettable but understandable." It was unjusti­
fied in light of what we know now and unjusti­
fied in light of what anyone who wanted to 
see the situation clearly could see at the time. 
The internment was a mistake, and act of 
prejudice and fear. This whole Nation was and 
still is shamed by it 

Yes, it was a time of great national stress. 
But moral principles and rules of law are easy 
to uphold in placid times. But do these princi­
ples stand up in times of great difficulty and 
stress? That is the test of a great nation: Can 
it stand by .its laws and codes even while 
threatened? Sadly, we as a nation failed that 
test in 1942. 

Chisled in the marble over the entrance to 
our Supreme Court, it does not say "equal jus­
tice under law except when things get sticky." 
If our constitutional promises of equal treat­
ment and due process mean what they say, 
then there can be no excuse for the intern­
ment What had I done that made me so 
threatening to my government? Murderers, ar­
sonists, even assassins and spies get trials. 
But not young boys born and raised in San 
Jose, CA who happen to have odd sounding 
last names. Is that what this nation is about? 

Congress enacted legislation in 1942 to im­
plement the internment, and it is now up to 
Congress to demonstrate our national capac­
ity for justice and wisdom. Let us show the 
strength of our Nation and our system of laws 
by admitting the errors of 1942, apologizing 
for those errors, and making some efforts 
toward redressing the damage we have done. 
Moreover, let us state clearly and unequivo­
cally our commitment that such a wholesale 
abuse of civil rights will never again happen in 
this land. 

We in Congress began this process of na­
tional reconciliation with the creation in 1980 
of the Commission of Wartime Relocation and 
Internment of Civilians. 

Following their excellent historical study, the 
Commission recommended appropriate reme­
dies for the injustices_ of the internment Those 
recommendations are the basis of the bill 
being introduced today. 

In brief, these recommendations include a 
national apology; measures to correct legal 
and administrative actions that were part of 
the Nation's discriminatory activities at that 
time; the creation of a civil liberties public edu­
cation fund for educational and community 
projects; and the payment from that fund of 
$20,000 to each surviving internee. 

Similar recommendations were also made 
by the Commission to redress the damages 
done to the native Aleuts who were evacuated 
from their islands in 1942. Those recommen­
dations are the basis for the Aleut provisions 

of this legislation, which parallel the provisions 
of S. 2116 of the 98th Congress. · 
_ I look forward to discussing these recom­
mendations in detail with my colleagues. I be-

-lieve they constitute a fair, balanced, and rea- · 
sonable package. 

In speaking about the internment, our new 
Speaker has in the past quoted Abraham Lin­
coln. Let· me in closing repeat that passage. 

"Those who would deny freedom to others 
do not deserve it themselves. And, under a 
just God, they will not retain it long." 

A summary of H.R. 442 follows: 
SUMMARY OF H.R. 442 . . ' 

Congress acknowledges the fundamental 
injustice of the Internment, apologizes for 
it, and seeks to prevent the reoccurrence of 
_any similar events. 

AS REGARDS AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY 

1. · On behalf of the nation, Congress 
apologies to those Americans of Japanese 
ancestry who were Interned. 

2. The President is requested to offer par­
·dons to those convicted of violating laws 
during the internment period, whose viola­
tion was based on a refusal to accept racial­
ly discriminatory treatment. 

3. When reviewing requests for review of 
administrative rulings relating to the In­
ternment, executive agencies are asked to 
review such cases with liberality, giving full 
consideration to the findings of the Com­
mission and Congress. 

4. A trust fund of $1.5 billion Is authorized 
for educational and humanitarian purposes, 
and a Board of Directors Is created to 
manage the fund. 

5. Out of the trust fund, the Attorney 
General shall pay $20,000 In compensation 
to each surviving Internee. 

AS REGARDS AMERICANS or ALEUT ANCESTRY 

1. A trust fund of $5 million is authorized 
for community, educational and cultural 
programs benefiting the Aleuts, and a Board 
of Directors is created to manage the fund. 

2. Each of the survivors of the Aleut In­
ternment shall receive $12,000 In compensa­
tion. 

3. Churches and community centers de­
stroyed In World War II shall be rebuilt. 

4. Hazardous debris remaining from World 
War II shall be cleared away from the Aleu­
tian Islands. 

5. The Island of Attu shall be returned to 
the native corporation, provided that the 
Coast Guard will be able to continue Its use 
of the Island. 

CYPRUS IN TRANSITION 

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON 
OF INDIAllA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 6, 1987 

Mr. HAMIL TON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
bring to the attention of my colleagues the 
recent publication of a book dealing with 
Cyprus. "Cyprus in Transition, 1960-85" was 
published in 1986 and edited by John T.A. 
Koumoulides, professor of history at Ball State 
University in Muncie, IN. 

This book draws on the expertise of many 
scholars and statesmen and represents a sig­
nificant contribution to u,e literature on a sub­
ject of keen interest and continuing concern 
to many of my colleagues in the U.S. Con­
gress. As the editor suggests, the book offers 
no miraculous solutions to the difficult Cyprus 
dispute but it is of great value to those wish­
ing to understand the Cyprus problem and 

some of the . more complex issues which 
divide the Greek and Turkish communities on 
-that island nation. --.. ·-

Dr. Koumoulides is to be commended · for 
his important and continuing work on Cyprus 
and for his willingness over many years to 
share his knowledge and expertise with Mem­
_bers of Congress. It is a fitting tribute to him 
that our colleague, Senator PAUL SARBANES, 
has written a useful and timely introduction to 
Dr. Koumoulides' book. 
· Dr. Koumoulides' preface to "Cyprus in 

· Transition" as well as Senator SARBANES' in­
troduction follow: 

. CYPRUS IN. TRANSITION 1960-85 
<Edited by John T.A. Koumoulides, Profes­

sor of History, Ball State University, 
Muncie, IN, Introduction by Paul S. Sar­
banes, U.S. Senator> 

PREFACE 

- The problem of Cyprus appears In the 
press quite often, but I am certain that the 
greater public knows very little about it and 
is unable to comprehend its complexities. 
We may know about the great past of 
Cyprus, but, alas, at least in the United 
States of America, very few of us, perhaps, 
are aware of Its tragic present. Most people 
do not realize that In Cyprus today past and 
future collide, and that while that past Is 
certain the future, I fear, is quite obscure. 
In an effort to educate ourselves better 
about the various facets of the problem of 
Cyprus and to understand its historical, 
social, political, diplomatic and strategic di­
mensions, a series of lectures was planned at 
Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana.. 

Under the auspices of the University's 
Greek Studies Programme and the Stephen 
J., and Beatrice Brademas Lecture Series an 
International group of distinguished experts 
on Cyprus was Invited to the University. 
The lectures were delivered during the aca. 
demic year 1984-1985. The present volume 
consists of the papers given at Ball State 
University as well as essays specially written 
at the Invitation of the editor. Taken to­
gether they provide an objective and com-

. prehenslve look at the problem of Cyprus. 
mainly from the foreign perspective; the 
views expressed are In each case those of 
the Individual writer. It is my earnest wish 
that this volume will be of value to the 
scholar as well as to the student of the 
recent history of Cyprus, providing much 
needed Insights into a very complex situa­
tion. 

"Cyprus In Transition" does not put for­
ward a miraculous solution of the Cyprus 
problem but It will be of grat value to all 
who wish to understand It. 

J OH?I' T .A. KOU114OULIDES. 

INTRODUCTION BY HOJJ. PAUL S. SARBANES 

The history of civilization on Cyprus can 
be traced back to the neolithic settlement of 
Khirokitia In the seventh millennium B.C. 
It has come to us Indirectly, through refer­
ences Irr the Homeric h~= and through 
the archaeological discoveries of modern 
_times; the earliest historians remain mute 
witnesses, for to this day the script in which 
they wrote remains undeciphered. By con­
trast, the history of the Republic of Cyprus -
dates back only to 1960. Although the inde­
pendent sovereign state was established a 
mere quarter-century ago, the events of the 
past twenty-five years. and the situation on 
Cyprus today, regrettably appear as far re­
moved from general public knowledge and 
comprehension as the earliest millennium. 

There are several factors that anyone 
seeking to understand modern Cyprus must 
consider. The first is the strategic location 
of the island, which has made it for centur-




