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Issued by the Press Olltce of the National Institute on Drug Abuse 
5600 Fishers Lane. Rockv,lle. Maryland 20857 · 
3011443-624'\ 

COLLEGE STUDENTS SURVEY ON DRUG USE: 198D-1985 

The following tables are part of the annual nationwide surveys conducted for the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse by the University of Michigan Institute for Social 
Research. It is a followup survey of drug use among college students who participated 
in previous high school surveys. 
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Trends in Annual Prevalence of Twelve Types of Drugs 
Among College Students 1-4 Years Beyond High School 

Percent who used in past 12 months 

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 . 

Approx. Wtd. N = (1040) (1130) (1150) (1170) (11101 (1080) · 

Marijuana 51.2 51.3 44.7 45.2 40.7 41.7 

LSD 6.1 4.6 6.3 4.2 3.7 2.2 

Cocaine 16.9 15.9 17.2 17.2 16.4 17.3 

Heroin 0.4 0.2 0.1 0 .0 0.1 0.2 

Other Opia~sa 5.1 4.4 3.8 3.8 3.8 2.4 

Stimulants a b 22.4 22.2 NA NA NA NA 
Stimulants, Adjusteda, . ·. NA NA 21.l 17.3 15.8 · 11.9 

Sedatives a 8.3 7.9 8.0 4.5 3.4 2.5 

Barbituratesa a 2.9 2.8 3.2 2.2 1.9 1.3 
Methaqualone 7.2 6.5 6 .6 3.1 2.5 1.4 

Tranquilizers a 6.9 4.8 4.7 4.6 3.5 3.5 

Alcohol 90.5 92.5 92.2 91.6 90.0 92.0 

Cigarettes NA NA NA NA NA NA 

NOTES: Level of significance of difference between the two most recent years : 
s = .05, ss = .01, sss = .001. 

NA indicates data not available. 

aOnly drug use which was not under a doctor's orders is included here. 

b Adjusted for the inappropriate reporting of non-prescription stimulants. 
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Trends in Thirty-Day Prevalence of Twelve Types of Drugs 
Among College Students 1-4 Years Beyond High School 

. 
~ 

Percent who used in last 30 days 

'84-'85 
1980 1981 ~ ~ 1984 1985 change 

Approx. Wtd. N = (1040) (1130) (1150) (1170) (1110) (1080) 

Marijuana 34.0 33.2 26.8 26.2 23.0 23 .6 +0.6 

LSD 1.3 1.4 1.7 0.9 0.8 0.7 -0.1 

Cocaine 6.9 7.3 7,9 6.4 7.6 6.9 -0.7 

Heroin 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Other Opiatesa 1.8 1.1 1.0 . 1.1 1.4 O.i -0.7 

Stimulantsa b 13.4 lz'.3 NA NA NA "NA NA 
Stimulants, Adjusted a, NA NA 9.9 7.0 5.5 4.2 - 1,3 

Sedatives a 3.7 3.4 2.5 ·1.1 1.0 0.7 -0.3 

Barbituratesa a 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.5 0.7 0.4 -0.3 
Methaqualone 3.1 3.0 1.9 0.7 0.5 0.2 -0.3. 

Tranquilizers a 2.0 .l.4 1.4 1.1 1.2 1.4 -t0.2 

Alcohol 81.8 81.9. 82.8 80.3 79.1 80.3 + 1.2· 

Cigarettes 25.8 25.9 24.4 24.7 21.5 22.4 +0.9 

NOTES: Level of significance of difference between the two most recent years: 
s = .05, ss = .01, sss = .001. 

NA indicates data not available. 
3 Only drug use which was not under a doctor's orders is included here. 

b Adjusted for the inappropriate reporting of non-prescription stimulants. 
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Trends in Thirty-Day Prevalence''of Daily Use of T;elve Types of Drugs 
Among College Students--1,::-4 Years Beyond 1-_Iigh School·'i, 

Percent who used daily in last 30 days 

'84-'85 
1980 ~ 1982 1983 1984 1985 cha nge 

Approx. Wtd. N = (1040) (1130) (1150) (1170) (1110) (1080) · 

Marijuana 7.2 5.6 4.2 3.8 3.6 3.1 -0.5 

LSD 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 

Cocaine 0.2 0 .0 0.3 0.1 0.4 0.1 -0.3 

Heroin 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 .0.0 0.0 

Other Opiatesa 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 -0.1 

Stimulantsa b 0.5 0.4 NA NA NA NA NA · 
Stimulants, Adjusteda, NA NA 0.3 0.2· 0.2 0.0 -0:2 

Sedatives a 0.0 0.0 . 0 .1 0 .0 · · 0.1 0.0 -0.1 -

~:~ti!~~:t~a 
0,0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 . 0.0 ...;.0.1 
0 .0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.o 

Tranquilizers a 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0 .0 -0.1 

Alcohol 6.5 5.4 6.1 6.1 6.6 5.0 -1.6 

Five or more drinks in a row 
in last t:wo weeks 43.9 43 .6 44 .0 43.1 45.5 44.6 · -0.9. 

Cigarettes 18.3 17.1 16.2. 15.3 14.8 14.3 -0.5 

Half pack or more per day 
in past 30 days 12.7 11.9 10.5 9 .6 10.2· 9.4· -0.8 

NOTES: Level of significance of difference between the two most recent years: 
s =.05, ss = .01 , sss = .001. 

NA indicated data not available. 

aOnly drug use which ·was not under a doctor's orders is included here. 

b Adjusted for the inappropriate reporting of non-prescription stimulants. 
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Trends in Thirty-Day Prevalence ·of Daily Use of Twelve Types of Drugs 

.... Among College Students-'f-::-4 Years Beyond High School·-; . 

Percent who used daily in last 30 days 
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