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OCTOBER 6, 14983

TO: NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 174164

MEDIA: MAILGRAM, DATED SEPTEMBER 26, 1983
TO: PRESIDENT AND MRS. REAGAN

' ROM : MR. GREGORY PECK

375 NROTH CAROLWOOD DRIVE
LOS ANGELES  CA 90077

SHRIECT: SAYS IT IS A SERIOUS MISTAKE TO DENY
MARTHA GRAHAM A CHALLENGE GRANT AND wWAUTS
TO XKNOW HOW DENIAL CAN BE JUSTIFIED

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BERN
TANEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE TiHE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

{CR DRAFT) TO:
ACINCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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2127026130 FOM TDMT NEW YORK NY 34 09-24 1031lA EST
FHS FRESIDENT RUNALD RFAGAN

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500

T WisH TO FROTEST THFE L XCLUSION OF THE MARTHA GRAHAM DANCE COMFANY
FROM THE CHALLENGE GRANT FROGRAM. FLEASE HELF IN THE AFFZAL THAT
MARTHA GRAHAHM HAS REGISTERED WITH THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS

JOANNE WOODWARD
711 FIFTH AVE
NEW O YORK NY 10022
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Honorable Strom Thurmond
United States Senate
kashington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Thurmond:

Your letter of September 28, 1983 to the White House on behalf of Mr.
Alfred Richardson Simson has Jjust reached my office. [ regret the delay
in responding to you.

1 wrote to My, Simson in October about the Endowment's Art in Public

Places grants and the General Services Administration's Art in Avchitecture
orogram. [ am pleased to enclose a copy of my letter for your review,

and hope you find it helpful.

[f Mr. Simson would Tike to discuss any of these issues further, [ nope
he will not hesitate to contact the Visual Arts Program of the Endowment,
or the GSA's Art in Architecture program, directly.

Sincerely,
< LSS
oo firrtor]

F. S. M. Hodsoll
Chairman










You mey 21s0 vish to rengntor that tihe ceosts Tor puidic artwerks are

T-en returned in lerge part to the local comnunity. The creation
of a large-scale sculpture, for example, requires the combined skills
of many workers, The cecsts of hirina engineers, truckers, stone masons,
welders, as well as sums paid to local material suppliers and other businesses,
can be substantial.

We are working to include as much input 1 7 the community where the work
is to be placed as we can. Our Art in Public Places categc s, for which

I have enclosed the guidelines and appiication forms, requires that
applicants demonstrete plans for involving the local c mity in the
project and present evidence of support from civic authorities and community
aoroups. The applicant chooses the panelists who will select the artist.
In addition, any grant tarcugh the Art in Futlic Places cateqory must,

by law, be matched by the epplicant. This i¢ one of the best ways ve

have of determining the level of local support for the project. If an
applicant cannot show that the community hzas been involved in the planning
and funcraising, no grant will be awarded.

Because of your strong interest in figurative artwork, you may be
interested in knowinag of some of the works in this style which have been
placed in public areas with Federal funds:

- George Secgal's poignant depiction of people {n restaurants,
a bronze cast sculture in the Federal Building in Buffalo, Hew York.

- By the same artist, a tribute to steelworkers in Youngstown, Ohio,
showing two 1ifelike ficures before an openhearth furnace.

- leonard Briskin's h=2e »n¥inf castinno i1lustratir tt  Presidents
from the State of .....c..oc .n the ., ocderal builaing in Nhashviile.

Jack Beal's tribute to the American worker, four heroic murals
for the Department of Labor building.

Al—-.‘ Artist Alex Katz' depictions of the variety of cultures which contribute
. to tl  fabr® of American life in his courthouse mural in Hew York
} City.
' - Richard Haas' mural on the side of a building near the Brooklyn
' Bridge in New York which s! a storefront, rows of windews, and a
view of the bridge through Imaginary colonnade.
Lu- Jime 16-foot high fiberglass sculptur showing a vaquero on

horseback for Moody Fark in Houston.

Many of these worl take into account the atmosphere and tradit s of the
Jocal com ity, as you suagest they should.



©

sincerely zoprecieate yuor intercest in public art and are coratertul

trat you hove taken the time to share your experierce and thoushts with us.
Let mwe assure you we will keep them in mind as we continue with these
{mportant programs.

=3

Sincerely,

F. S. M. hHodsol]













































































