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December 2, 1981 

Dear Mr. Abramoff: 

On behalf of the President I ish to acknowl­
edge and thank you for your letter requesting 
he serve as Honorary Chairman of the t.ational 
Advisory Board of the College Republican 
'National Committee. 

While the President would like to assist the 
College Republicans, he has a policy not to 
accept Honorary Chairmanships unless he can 
be actively involved in the organization. He 
ust therefore, send his regrets. 

Th President did ask that I convey, however, 
his appreciation for your interest and wishes 

-you th best of luck in your new Advisory 
Board. 

ith the President's best wishes, I am 

?>C..r. Jack Abramoff 
Chairman 

Gregory J. Newell 
Special Assistant 
to the President 

College Republican 
National Committee 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Republican Center 

310 First Street, S.E. 
Washingeon, o.c. 20003 

GJN:fs:emb-24b 



TH:::'. WHITic: HOUSE 

W .A-S :--11 N G T O '-J 

MEMORANDUM November 16, 1981 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJ: 

Lyn Nofziger 

GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION. 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING 
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION : 

EVENT: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

BACKGROUND: 

'Ib serve as Honora,ry Chainna,n of the College 
Republican Advisory Board 

YOUR RECOMMENDATION: 

Accept Regret½ Surrogate Message __ Other 
Priority __ 
Routine 

IF RECOMiv'iENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS: 

November 20 
RESPONSE DUE TO 

/' 

Fan Snodgrass ~ 
' ---------- --------------



Jack Abramoff 
Chairman 

Linda Gorton 
Co-Chairman 

Frank Atkinson 
Vice-Chairman 

Jeff Lucia 
Vice-Chairman 

John Brown 
Secretary 

Fred Gander 
Treasurer 

Grover Norquist 
Executive Director 

The Honorable 
Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

November 9 , 1981 

72 08 

\

The College Republican National Committee is the largest and most 
active student political organization in the country . With over 
125,000 members on over one thousand campuses , the College 
Republicans have been an important asset to the Republican Party 
and its efforts to build the majority of the future . 

This fall , the College Republican National Committee has expanded 
its membership dramatically. At the end of the year, we hope to 
have over one half million members! 

We are leading a national petition drive for the freedom of the 
people of Poland. We have gathered over one hundred thousand 
signatures on this petition. We are young people dedicated to 
the future of the Republican Party and America. 

I 
I am writing to you today in order to ask for your assistance 
with our efforts . Our national board has decided to create a 
National Advisory Board which will serve in an honorary capacity . 
We would be truly grateful !f you would honor us by serving as 
Honorary Chairman of this advisory board . We would not require 
any of your time in this effort and we wi 1 send to you 
information on all of our efforts. 

I hope that you would be willing to assist us in this way and 
would appreciate hearing from your office as soon as possible. 

Looking forward to seeing you and to working with you in the 
future, I am 

Enc. 

Res~c~ y ~ s~ 

Jaca ramoff, Chairman 
College Republican 

National Committee 

Dwight D. Eisenhower Republican Center: 310 First Street Southeast, Washington, D.C. 20003. (202) 484-6527. 
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National Gallery of Art 

Washington, D.C. 20565 

Office of the Director 

Dear Mr. Manhart: 

14 December 1981 

Your letter to President Reagan offering to lend a painting 
by Rembrandt to the National Gallery of Art has been forwarded to 
me for reply. Although we appreciate very much your interest in 
the National Gallery of Art and your desire to share your 
discovery with the American people, I am afraid that we are not 
in a position to accommodate your request. Our policy at the 
National Gallery of Art forbids us from accepting unsolicitated 
loans for exhibition. As I am sure you can appreciate, this 
restriction is necessary because of the large number of such 
requests we receive annually . 

Just for the record, it would be most unusual for the 
President to write a letter of endorsement to the National 
Gallery of Art. Although your letter indicates that you were 
advised to seek the President's endorsement, our Curator of Dutch 
Painting, Arthur K. Wheelock, Jr., assures me that he never 
recommended this course of action. 

I am returning to you the packet of information you kindly 
sent along with your letter. Thank you again for your interest 
in the National Gallery of Art. 

Mr. William H. Manhart 
Suite 804 
2300 Lincoln Park West 
Chicago, Ill. 60614 

' 

Sincerely, 

J. Carter Brown 
Director 





Hon. Ronald W. Reagan 
President of the United States of America 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

William H. Manhart 
2300 Lincoln Park West 
Suite 804 
Chicago, IL 60614 
(312) 472-5078 

Re: Letter of August 7, 1981, 
with enclosures, re rediscovered 
Rembrandt. 

After I sent you the enclosed letter of August 7, 1981, together with 
enclosures (including photograph of rediscovered Rembrandt with galley proofs 
of book, Rembrandt's Incredulity of St. Thomas), with appropriate copies to 
recipients to whom I was directed by FBI personnel, I was contacted by phone 
by the head of Arts and Humanities of your staff, Ms. Ann Coulson, who advises 
she did not receive her copy. I have had no word from the other recipient, 
Richard Richards. 

Though I know how crowded your schedule is and how precious your 
time, allow me, in the interest of Art, to refresh your recollection as to 
the contents of the original mailing and to urge that time is of the essence 
in our request that you endorse the painting for exhibition at the National 
Gallery. We presently anticipate a major midwest showing--the initial un­
veiling--before Christmas, and hope to exhibit at the National Gallery, under 
your auspices, circa April, 1982, thereby granting the American public the 
cultural, social and historical boon of perceiving the painting. 

Kindly contact me personally or through a member of your staff to 
whom you can entrust such an assignment. This masterpiece has been under­
ground too long. 

Wm.H.M./cj 

CC: Richard Richards 
Ann Coulson 

ENC: Letter of August 7, 1981, with enclosures. 



TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

2300 Lincoln Park West 
Suite 804 
Chicago, IL 60614' 

(312) 348-6610 

Enclosed please find two (2) packets, together with a cover letter to 
President Reagan, as follows: 

Packet One contains galley proofs of a Catalog presently being 
printed in Leyden, The Netherlands (Rembrandt's birth­
place)(American publishers, Aliotta & Manhart). 

Packet Two contains a photograph of a newly-discovered Rembrandt, 
the subject of the Catalog in Packet One. 

Because the information is of a highly sensitive nature, I wish to request 
that whoever happens to come into contact with this material will respect 
my desire for confidentiality. (All material is copyrighted.) This i s 
the very first "publication" of the photograph depicting the Remprandt; pre­
mature release of this information without observation of necess~ry safeguards 
with respect to the scientific and artistic reports and opinions here i n con 
tained could jeopardize important long-term goals. 

As exclusive curator of the painting, in the enclosed letter to President 
Reagan I offer to allow its first exhibition 11 0n loan" to the American 
People at the National Gallery. Inasmuch as various plans must be made 
in connection with the proposed exhibition, I trust you will see to it that 
President Reagan personally receives this material as soon as possible. 

Thanking you in advance for your kind cooperation, I remain, 
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President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

~300 Lincoln Park West 
Suite 804 
ChicagO', IL 60614 

(312) 348-6610 

Though I have long been a Democrat, you have made me a "reborn Republican"; 
I support you wholeheartedly, especially when you give America a spiritual 
uplift, as you did in your speech the other night when you saitl (in effect) 
it's about time some good things come America's way. 

The purpose of this letter is to advise you of one good thing which has 
indeed come to America, and to request your assistance in assuring that 
as many Americans as possible are exposed to it. ' 

The enclosed self-explanatory materials concern a newly-discovered Rembrandt 
recently found in America. As the owner's exclusive authorized a ent and 
curator of th _p.aiot.i n.9-r- I hereby of er to oan t e pa.mt fog to the American 
P-e·crp-e y way of an exhibition at the National Gallery. Should my offer be 
accepted, ·-nnl be the painting's first exhibition as a documented Rem­
brandt since its creation, circa 1633, in Rembrandt's studio. An exhib~tion 
this year will fall during the 375th anniversary of Rembrandt's birth. 

The circumstances surrounding the loss and rediscovery of the painting, 
together with scholarly references to scientific and artistic reports and 
opinions, are set forth in the galley proofs of the Catalog contained in 
Packet One. 

A photograph of the painting itself is contained in Packet Two. Since you 
are a sensitive and artistic individual who, I am sure, has seen many a 
Rembrandt, I can only project that your personal response will be somewhat 
like mine was, involving the thrill of discovery. 

Here is what I seek from yo President of · Would ou 
please write ·a letter of e ____ '-'-"'---'-=- - .... ....,._._ e National 
GalleTy,- aaepting m offer: t fir:: exb.i · the p.a.inti b..ere; and, will 
you authorize the inclusion of a copy of ~u ........ -..;.,.,•~-w.. p af ory to the 
Catalog? I have been advised by Dr. ArthuL K. Wheelock of the National Gallery'\ 
that such an endorsement from you is prerequisite to any exhibition. ___J 
This painting--a newly-discovered Rembrandt in America, the Land of Discovery-­
should be on display to the American Public; the people and the painting 
deserve no less. 

I thank you for taking the time from your hectic schedule to attend to this 
matter of artistic importance, and I want you to know that in my mind, at 
least, there are no doubts that you will come to the aid of Art. As you 
yourself said just the other •night, "You're either with us or 'agin' us!" 
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November 25, 1981 

ar .tr . Squires: 

on behalf of President ~eagan I would like to thank you 
for your thoughtful letter r garding the preservation of 
nhodes Tav rn. 

A you kno by no, a petition tor view the proposed 
demolition of the Tavern s denie by the Su reme Court 
on yov er 17, 1981. It app ars there remains no furth r 
recour e through leg l channel to prevent the owner from 
continuing with his plans. 

Unfortunately, as thia appears to be a private dispute, 
President Reagan believes it is i portant that he not 
interfere in any way. I hope you will understand the need 
for him to take this position. 

With th President's best wishes, 

~. Richard Squir B 
Fr House, Welbourne 
Middleburg , 7A 22117 

AVH:FINE ARTS:sk:emb-lla 

Sincerely, 

ne Higgins 
Director of Correspondence 

?~" ~j,~ 



11/20/81 

Dear Mr. Squires: 

On behalf of President Reagan I would like to thank 
you for your thoughtful letter regarding the preservation 
of Rhodes Tavern. 

As you know by now, a petition to review the proposed 
demolition of the Tavern was denied by the Supreme Court 
on November 17, 1981. slt appears there remains no 
further recourse through legal channels to prevent the 
owner from continuing with his plans. 

Unfortunately, as this appears to be a private dispute, 
President Reagan believes it is important that he not 
interfere in any way. I hope you will understand the need 
for him to take this position. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

AVH 



,, 4 ' 



DAT%: --------
T0: _______ flt_£..\ ___ _ 

Fll0M: Charles A Donovan 
Special Response 
?residential Correspondence 
Room 499. , Ext 7798 



CONGRESSIONAL ACTION PRETAINING TO THE PRESERVATION OF 

RHODES TAVERN 

l. Muriel Humphrey (D) Senate Resolution 547 1978 
Co-Sponsers: Hayakawa (R) 

Leahy (D) 
Mathias (R) 
Matsunaga (D) 

2. Donald Fraser (D) House Resolution 1978 

3. Charles Mathias (R) Senate Resolution 143 1979 

4. Morris Udall (D) Bill HR 3507 1979 
Co-Sponsers: Corrine C. (Lindy) Boggs (D) 

John Brademas (D) 
William D • . Ford (D) 

5. Stuart McKinney (R) Introduction of Material Into Congressional 
Record 1979 

6. Fortney H. (Pete) Stark (D) Introduction of Material Into 
Congressional Record 1979 
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Nov/81 blt 

letter 

regarding the preservation of Rhodes Tavern. 
()._ 

As you know by now, ~ petition to review the proposed 

demolition of the Tavern was denied by the Supreme Court on 

November 17, 1981, so it appears there remains no further 

recourse through legal channels to prevent the owner from 

.i:.a ,a; in g the bu i J ain-g--:- C-cn -/in v ~ I\ CJ WJ Ho. ~' p{ Mfr 

--At--..the same tiJ11e...., boueuer, f-'"uriderstand-M.r., Carr has 

....stated he is maki,ng aa effoFt to relocate the structure cm 

~ site and tbus preserve some measure of its hia-

,.E-erlcal v~:tue. Assuwing these statement:s Ra1r-1 BeeR nrade in 

w:iod faith it would appAar reasonable to see what came€ of 

these Qfferes be£~ taking any new action& 





.· .. .. · The Washington Star 
. . 

· SID~EY EPSTEIN. E.xccutiv, Editor 
! 

.Founded in 1851 

MURRAY J. GART, Editor 
Wil..l.!AM f'. Mcll.WAIN, Depur;y Editor EDl~'lN M. YODER JR.. Ed/for/al Pig, Eld/tor 

SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 1980 

- - -----. r-r- -,- - .. 
. ~- . 

I , 

- --- - - ------ - - . -•,t,. 

I - ., : f . -~,·l · 

A landmark wo-~h p·reserving· ~· 
,. ,. . .. . ' . . 

The prospects are grim for Rhodes Tavern. 
The 180-year-old landmark, the sole downtown 
buildin& .,sur_viyi_ng from George Washingt.on's 
1791 deit&.n 'f r.>t: ,th.e caP,ital;_ co.old be _doo:rped 
Tuesd~:bY. lp.e· D\sb-kt 1Council. It wc:>'uld tie a'. 
victim oTthe "politics of developmenL". ' 
· That is not necessarily a pejorative phrase, of 

course. To the contrary. But th9t inighty 'ma­
chine can generate a moment.um_that irrepa£-aJ! 
bly rops over valuable, and often fragile, telc: ! 

tures of our past. Such, regr1::ttably, is the case 
with Rhodes Tavern, the cornerstorne for which 
":'a~ laid ~n 1799. It has been a presence, and par- -
t1c1 pant, m the even ts of _nearly two centuries in 
this city's sp~cial history. After putting the torch 
to the Capitol, the Treasury and the then-Presi­
dentfal Mansion in 1815, the awful Admiral Cock- · 

.,,, burn rode his mule into the tavern's main room 
•~. ttB."nd to the innkeeper a·nnounced "the much . 

character. Their tone is impersonal and intimi-
dating. ·_ _ . ./ • ·. · · - .-

Rather th~n bei1;1-·g_out 6f scale witp Mr, C~r's 
Metropolitan Square, Rhodes Taveru?wouid con-

- tribute, we think, the grace note iri an increas­
ingly dimensionless urban pile. As it stands the 
"missing tooth" on 15th Street will be repl~ced 

, by another monumental facade.. · . -· ·. 
. If the City Coun~il as exp.ected givei'fi~al ap­
proval of the last procedural barrier for Mr . . 
Carr's project (and only Hilda Mason· voted · 
against the bill on .first reading), there will b~ . l 
few alterna_tives for t~10se_ wh.o w~_uld saye th~ 
tavern. A legal appeal 1s bemg_ considered. There 
was a flurry of interest on Capitol Hill earlier 
and· that might be s'timulated once again. -But 
aside from those marginally promising possibil• 

-! , abused Cockburn come to sup with you; madam~"- . 
-~ . .-. · Though a band of preservationists has ·cam-' 

ities, final judgment may be Oliver T. Carr's. . 
· Mr._Carr· is .a native Washingtonian, and~ man 
not insensitive to the historic resonances of the 

· paigned long and tenaciously, there is no local 
unanimity about saving the building, which is 
enrolle~ on the National Register of Historic 

i , ~ndmarks. J. Carter Brown, director of the Na-
. iional Gallery and a big-hitter in matters aes­
···' t_hetic, for instance, dismisses the tavern' as "the 
_~· missing tooth in .the smile of 15th Street." That's 

? nifty line - a bit too nifty perhaps. His disdain, 
It seems to us, illustrates the limitations of deter­
mining what is worthy of preservation solely or 
even primarily by aesthetic merit. The structure 
has also been condemned as "out of scale" with 
Oli~er T. Carr's $77 mipion Metropolitan Squar~ · 
proJect, the formal cause of the tavern·•s jeop-. 
ardy. · _ . · / _· __ 

The three-story building on the northeast 
corner of 15th and G Streets is, granted, on the 

, scruffy side now - but that distinctly is not the 
moral of this tale. The dull and repetitive archi­
tecture that now defines L and K Streets and, in-

- deed, most of "new downtown" is hard equally _ 
on eye and, if you will, soul. These buildings defy 

-on-y special sense of place. They are without 
-~:. 

city. Thewarvelous beaux-arts fa ca des 6f the old 
Keith-Albee Theater and the Metropolitan Bank 
were saved_ from destruct.Jon ear}ier. It was a . 

· bruising process that left scars but it did sue-
.• ceed. The argurnen.ts made by the Rhodes preser­

vationists that Mr. Carr could incorporate the 
tavern' into his Metropolitan Square ,with no 
sacrifice of footage are persuasive. Moving the 
tavern to some other spot, as. Mr. Carr suggested 
aJ bne point,_is a poor gesture: The site is the 

.sentiment __ in this case. The develope"r, it should 
_ b_e.noted, ~as granted additional,.square footage··_ 
· and other developmental benefits in the agree­
ment to s~ve the !'No facaa~s; those benef4ts . 
should encompass retaining the tavern as well:· ·-

In~sm uch as Mayo'r Marion Barry 1-i"as"j~ti: 
soned his campaign promise to protect Rhodes 
Tavern, Mr. Carr may be the final arbiter:..He 
could make a magnificent civic· gesture ·to t-he 
history - and the future - of his na11ve·fafj by 
announcing that, on reflection, be has cie?'cided 
to save the old structure. We're i-api_d.ly !A1tning 
out of past. · : . •· ·\ __ . · r ta- •-~ --

... , ..... ·~ - ,·e.,.· .-. .... ... -,.-·-. 
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Jose-ph N . G ra no Jr. rThe \Yashington Star 

The _case for saving Rhodes Tavern 

Saturday, ~v\arch 22, 19SO 

One of Washington's most 
historic landmarks is lfbout 
to be demolished or moved 
for reasons which defy ra­
tional analysis. The case for 
saving Rhodes Tavern may 
be summed up in two points: 

First, the building's his­
torical significance man­
dates that it be preserved on 
its present site and re-used 
in an appropriate manner. 
Second, there is no aesthetic 
or economic justification for 
not integrating thi'!i land­
mark into tl.:e 900,000-
square-foot, S70-mlllion 
Oliver T. Carr development 
to be located near Garfinck­
els. 

It is safe to say that the 
180-year-old building at the 
corner of 15th and F streets 
bas the most significant 
history of any non-govern­
mental building in the Dis­
trict 

Rhodes Tavern is the 
cradle of District govern­
ment. It functioned as a 
town ball in the · early years 
of the republic. There our 
first mayor and council 
members presided over citi­
zen meetings at which were 
organized our first school, 
public market and theater. 

Institutions associated 
with the growth of Washing­
ton spent their formative. 
years at Rb odes Tavern. -The 
National Mn.ropolitan Bank 
opened there in 18H as ·did 
Riggs Bank in 1839. When 
the National Press Club was 
located at the tavern from 
1909 to 1914, Presidents Taft, 
Wilson and Theodore Roose­
velt were honored guests. 
- It bas been said by certain 
architectural critics that the 

the ta~ern, the loss of this- Tavern on its present si_te. 

I) • f \ T space m terms of the total ln light of the above dis­()] n t () 11e\ r develoment is negligible - cuss!on, it is clear that 
only 1.5 per cent. More sig- sugestions of some that 
nificantly, because of Rhodes Tavern'be moved 
zoning requirements, any am9unt to a sell-out, not a 
_rentable space lost by keep- compromise. A real compro­
ing the tavern may be trans- mise would be for the Carr 
fer~ed to other parts of the Co. to giv_e the building to a 
proJect and thereby -remain charitable organization 
commercially available. which would agree to raise 

three-story Rhodes Tavern 
is out of place in the context 
of today's urban design. This 
argument should be turned 
on its head . The tavern 
should be prese.ved pre­
cisely because ;t is small in 
an age of "big is better." 

The siz..e of the tavern and, 
in particular, its location on 
a corner·are important be­
cause they preserve for the 
future an example of the 
original scale of Washington 
buildings. There is no doubt 
that people feel more com­
fortable with low-rise build­
ings in their environment. 
As such the tavern would 
draw pedestrians into the 
massive · development. 

Admittedly Rhodes Tav­
ern is in a rundown condi­
tion. However, with proper 
rehabilitation the tavern 
would become ·as much a 
civic asset as the equally old 
Octagon and Decattl,{ 

. houses. 
Ata public bearing, David 

Childs, the Carr Co.'s archi­
tect, clearly indicated that 
the deletion of the tavern 
from his development 
scheme was based ·not on 
economics but on his per­
sonal aesthetic judgment 
that the development would 
look better without Rhodes 
Tavern. 
) It is evident that there is 
no economic justification 
for not pre~erving Rhodes 
Tavern on its present site. 
While a higher building 
could be erected to replace 

Much bas been made C?f money for its rehabilitation. 
the fact that the Carr Co. has The Carr Co ·w turn 
agreed to incorporate the fa- would receive ~• large ta~ 
cades of two.other landmark deduction for the contribu­
buildings into the pproject. t-ion while relieving itself of 
However, this . was only the burden of restoring the 
agreed to in exchange for tavern. 
the District allowing 'the ,This solution is more than 
c_ompany to add an _ addi- an idle concept. In 1978, the 
t10nal 94,000 square feet of Historic Preservation Im­
rentable space to the devel- pact Area . of the Junior 
opment by lifting the legal League of Washington ex­
-height limit on 15th Street pressed great interest in 
(bill already passed) and raising funds to restore 
the closing of a U.S. alley Rhodes Tavern, which 
(bill peilding in the coun- would be operated as a res­
cil). taurant, provided that the 

The mayor has requested Carr Co. donated the tavern 
that the land in the alley be to tl}e Junior League. 
awarded free to the During that year, on a 
company. number of occasions, the 

According to a study by Carr Co. expressed its defi­
Harry Vonk of Centaur As- nite desire to donate the 
,ociates, if it is assumed .that building to . the Junior 
preservation-costs for sav- League. Unfortunately, this 
ing all thrree buildings is SS was not followed up with 
million ·ca fair estimate) and the formality of -a written 
£his amount is deducted agreement. 

. from the revenu~ stream · There is no doubt that if 
produced by this space, then _good will and fairness ar_e 
th~ 94,000 square feet still present, we will see Rhodes 
produces S2 million profits Tavern creatively adapted to 
above a normal 12 per cent a new use and gracefully 

. .i;ate of return. integrated into a new dev_el-
. lf the District is going to opment. 

award the Carr Co. the right 
to make win dfall profits, 
then the Council should, at 
the very least, obligate the 
company _to keep up Rhodes 

Ji,!r. Gnrno is,president snd Ii 

co-founder of the Citizens 
Commmittee to Ssve Historic 
Rhodes Tsvern . 

The DC Gazette G 

CAZETTI: QUIZ OF THE MONTH: Look closely at this drawing of Ollie Carr's 
new office building across from the Treasury Building. See the little 
square in the corner called 'Rhodes Tavern?' See / the big square in the 
..,!ddle called 'courtyard!' Now find out how many times the Rhodes Tavern 
would fit inside the courtyard and, for extra points, explain why Carr 
will give this much space to a courtyard but not a square inch for save 
ing IJashington'• oldest downtown c0<m1ercial building. Send. .all answers 
t~ Kayor Karion Barry. 
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Nelson Rimensnyder 

I-Iome-Town. 
Roots at 
Rhodes Tavern. 

My interest in Rhodes Tavern goes back 10 
yean to my first job in W asb.ingt.Dn a, a 
r-esearclier for the Llbrary of Congress. An· 
early usign mPnt, conducted on behalf of a 
member of Con&ress v.ith a Jong record of sup­
port for borne rule, Jed me to study the origins 
cf the local mo\·e:ment for polltlcal rights. From 
news-papen and documents of the period. I 
ea.med that Rbod~ Tavern played a key role in 

the development of relations between_ the fed• 
~ and local governments and was a center of 
Washington', e2.rly civic, polttkru and social ac-
tivity. . 

And DOW the tavern at 15th and F streets NW, 
for years a tind of unofficial city hall, faces the 
bnminent approach of the wrecker's balL 
.Eliades Tavern must be saved. , 

-While the natlon.al significance of the tavern 
has been recognized, the bu.ii ding's place ln 
local history is equally impressive, as extensive 
research in newspapers and old documents 
mov.'S. In 1801., W z..s.h.ingt.on 's first neighbor h~ 
civic U30ci.atlon organized and began to meet 
the.re regularly. Tb.is ctvk group, known as the 
F Street InhA bi t.!.n ts and Proprietors Az:soda­
tion, l..n.ltia ted the Jongstan ding debate on what 
portion of loc;u expenses ahould be shared by 
the federal government. Their !l.rst concern wu 
the financing of Wash lngton's meet and Eide­
'\.-alk Im prov em en ts, an f.s3u e th.at continues to 
be p::rt of the federal payment debate today. 
· After Congress ~ithdrew the federal fran­
chise in the DL~rict of Columbia in 1001, citizens 
met at Rhodes Tavern to d..iscu.!S what degree ot 

. home rule ni d congressional representation 
tnl.eht be extended by Conu-ess. These meetln.a 
~ted In~ dn!ting of the nm petttlon.s to ~. 
Congress on these 111bjects, so tnporu.nt then 
,ndnow. · 

~ ioriter u a hutorlaft (l,uf cm ~ 
member of IM .-Na.tumal Capital Pla~ 
(q,-nmiuion,. 

' j 
The tint ctty council electioJ:J were or~ 

!zed there in 1802, and the tavern wu one ~ 
three polling places in the first four city el~ 
tio01 The other polling places, also taverna. 
luve long sin~ been demolished. 

W ashingtonia.na concerned a bout property a,. 
sessment.s met at Rhodes Tavern to discuss th~ 
matter and to petition the local government te 
establl!h a board of assessment appeals. Such l 
boa.rd ...-u establ..l!hed., and De.TTpaper tdv~ 
tisements soon informed resi<lentJ th.It tha 
board of property assessment appeals., as well aa 
the tax collector and certain court official!, ha.4 
regular hours of business on the premises. 

Many citizens' meetings held at the uivera 
were presi~ed over by Washington's first 
mayor, Robert Brent, and city council mern.ben. 
Washington'• militia met at the tavern a.nd 
drilled on adjacent streets. Two early local 
unloru, the carpenters and the bricklayers, or­
f anized and met there regularly. · 

Rhodes Tavern - represenbl an arch.ttectura1 
link to the pa!t u the only remaining bulldlni 
in downt.own Washlngton built to the desi~ 
gpecif ica ti ons for the City of W ashlngton estab­
lish ed by President George Washington in 179L 
A presidential procl.amatlon of that year re­
quired all private corutructlon in the new capi­
tal to be of brick or rume and to be between 35 
feet and 40 feet in height. These design guide-: 
lines were recommended to President Washing-· 
ton by theIHeeretary of state Thornu Jeffer•. 
son. who wa.a the president'• advise:' on thd' 
plmning of the new ca pit.al. · :-

Can't we &ave the only pla<-e left in the orlif':" 
n.a.l city cent.er that ls an example of the urb.ui 
d~ promulgated by the man whose n.a.mu· 
thJ.s city bears? The tnern Is the only remA!n-· 
1ng bullding downt.ov.,-n contemporary to the OC>­
cupancy of the Whlte House and to the first 
meeting of Congresa in the Capitol in 1800. All 
other contemporary taverns and bot.els of 19th 
century Wa.,hlngton have been torn down, the 
wt in the lBn. , 

Demolition ·of Rhodes Tavtrn would~ a pr-o­
found and !und.a.menW 100! to both federal I.lid 
boroe-tow-n Washington. to resident and \--WU.­
allke. With It will go downto-....-n WMhington'a 
last remaJnlng link -with tu ctv1c root3, the tut 
ph)'!ical e,idence o! WLShlngton's early history 
and de.-elopment u a city and capital To de­
stroy it will only give credence to those who 
maintain th.at Washlngton ii and always hu 
been a ctty of traru1en ts v.-ith polltkal ties and 
roots e.lrev.here. · 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 1981 

The Wlshington_Star: 
I ' ·• •. • • • 

Rhodes Tav.erri: Site and. History 
After the D.C. Court of Appeals ruled the 

other day against a preservationist gr~up's at­
tempt to stop a demolition permit for Rhodes 
Tavern, a leader of the orga_nization said, "We . 
will appeal to the court of public opinion." 
But Joseph N. Grano Jr., who has crusaded 
to save the 182-year-old building on its pre~­
ent site, may find that co_urt of.less help than 
he hopes. 

The question after years of administrative 
procedures and litigation is a sharp one: 
Would a Rhodes Tavern preserved by remov­
ing it from the corner of JSth and F Streets 
really be Rhodes Tavern? · 

Mr. Grano argues with passion that relo­
cating a building that has stood in the heart 
of Washington for nearly two centuries 
would be almost as great a desecration as 
tearing the rather undistinguished structure 
down. Indeed, the tavern's unremarkable ar­
chitecture reinforces the argument that its 
location on the same site where, as one his­
torical tidbit, Admiral Cockburn dined in lei­
sure while his Redcoats burned down . the 
White House, is intrinsic to its public value. 

There probably would be a loss of historical 
integrity or atmosphere, difficult as it might 
be to define it precisely. 

The next exhibit before the court of public 
opinion: Would it be better10 move the struc­
ture, and preserve something of historical 
significance, if the alternative is to see it 
razed? This case is further complicated by 
the fact that the District and another preser­
vationist organization of reputable creden­
tials acquiesced, in effect, to the dis­
placement at least of the tavern. When 
developer Oliver Carr began. his Metropoli­
tan Souare project on 15th Street, two appeal­
ing o1d buildings were jeopardized - the 
Keith-Albee and National Metropolitan Bank 

buildings. & a condition for partially saving 
the two structures, by incorporating their fa. 
cades into his development project, Mr. Carr 
got the District and Don't Tear It Down to 
desist in opposing the demolition permit for 
Rhodes Tavern. It was a painful trade-off but, 
on the whole, a gain for preservation and the 
city's past. 

There we are: The choice more and more 
seems between a relocated Rhodes Tavern 
and a vanished Rhodes Tavern. Mr. Grano 
disagrees, of course, arguing that the formu­
lation is a fallacy of false alternatives. He and 
his partisans contend that Mr. Carr can, and 
should, keep the tavern on its present site 
and incorporate it, as he did with the two fa- · 
cades, into his project. 

But Mr. Carr has put the monkey on the 
back of the Pennsylvania Avenue Develop­
ment Commission. Mr. Carr said the commis­
sion. has "promised" it will find a site some-· 
where for Rhodes Tavern. " ... We do not 
wish to demolish the tavern," he said and is 
relying on PADC to find a place to plunk it 
There have been discussions between the 
commission, the D.C. government and B.F. 
Saul about making Rhodes Tavern part of the 

. housing and hotel development planned for 
7th Street and Pennsylvania and Indiana Ave­
nues NW. 

So, while Mr. Grano does have a point about 
keeping the tavern on its original site, mov­
ing it a few blocks away is better than seeing 
it wiped from the landscape. It's a tough 
choice, but tough choices are how the urban 
game is played. Mr. Grano and friends have 
fought spiritedly an_d, perhaps, kept the tav­
ern from being razed already. It is even con­
ceivable that Mr. Carr, a Washington native 
and :proud of the city's history, might yet re­
consider. It would be splendid - if pe did so. 



FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 1981 

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 
, . 

Rhodes to Ruins? 
0 UR GAZE turns now to 15th and F street.s NW, structures-the Keith-Albee and National Metro­

where-nestled between a rock and a hard place politan Bank buildings-into the Carr office and re­
-stands (at least for the moment) Washirigton's tail complex. 
first unofficial "town hall." Rhodes Tavern, age 182 Mr. Carr claims that Rhodes can have a new home 
and showing every bit of it, may soon be a moving down the street somewhere because the Pennsylvania 
historical monument in more ways than one. Barring Avenue Development Corporation has agreed to relo­
some change of heart by the cotlrts or by developer cate it. Unacceptable and historically criminal, re­
Oliver T. Carr, it's either curtains or a new site for sponds Joseph N. Grano Jr., who, as president of the 
this once-bustling gathering place during the earliest Citizens Committee to Save Historic Rhodes Tavern, 
days of the nation's capital. 1 has been a spirited crusader through the years for 
, Here's the situ~tion: after years of negotiations keeping Rhodes right where it is. Mr. Grano argues 
and litigation,,the D.C. Court of Appeals has rejected that the building would lose its historic value entirely if 
a preservation group's effort to stop the issuance of a it were to be shifted elsewhere. He believes that Mr. 
demolition permit. City officials, as well as members Carr should incorporate Rhodes into the new complex. 
of-another preservation group, have accepted a com~ We suppose it is conceivable that Mr. Carr will yet 
promise under which they dropped their opposition accept this argument, but it doesn't seem likely. And 
to the demolition permit in exchange for an -agree- if Rhodes must go, it should go .down the street, noC 
ment to incorporate the facades of two other old · to oblivion. 



THE COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

November 19, 1981 

Sally Kelley: 

This is a very complex issue involving 
many people over a long period of time. 

While the Commission had no objection to the 
removal of the Tavern, it would be willing to 
review a new design that retained it. 

My personal view is that the structure could 
be saved at no great cost to the developer. Saving 
this bit of history would make 15th Street a lot 
more interesting. 

If you have any questions please give me a call. 
(566-1066) 

Charles H. Atherton 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

OFFICE 

NOVEMBER 16,· 1981 

TO: COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS 

ACTION RE~ESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF ANNE HIGGINS 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMIN3: 

ID: 047546 

MEDIA: LETI'ER, DATED SEPTF.MBER 30, 1981 

TO: ROBERT HILL 

FROM: MR. RICHARD SQUIRES 
FAR HOOSE, WELBOURNE 
MIOOLEBURG VA 22117 

SUaJECT: SEEKS AOOINISTRATION'S HELP TO PRESERVE 
RHODES TAVERN 00 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 
WASHIN3TOO, DC 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - IF RE~IRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKIN3 DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

SPCNDENCE, W:>RKSHEET AND COP'f OF RESPONSE 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT: 
SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF PGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPCNDENCE 



Mr. Robert Hill 
Office of Presidential Correspondence 
'lbe White Bouse 

Dear Mr. Bill: 

Richard Squires 
Far House Welbourne 
Middleburg Virginia 22117 
703-687-6988 
30 September 1981 

As I mentioned to you on the telephone, I was a volunteer to 
the Coordinator for the George Bush campaign in Loudon County, and 
following the nomination of President Reagon, to the Coordinator 
for the Reagon-Bush campaign. Many members of my family, including 
my father, mother, and two sisters, have worked for Republican 
Congressllle11 and Senators on Capitol Hill. All of the board members 
of the Citizens Committee to Save Rhodes Tavern are registered 
Republicans, and the President of the committee is a member of 
the D.c. Republican State Committee. He was also a candidate for 
the Republican seat in the District City Council in the last electoral 
campaign. Coincidentally, Mr. Carr is also a Republican. 

'lbe building's location opposite the u.s.Treasury and on the 
Inaugural Processional Route bas ade it subject j;o__ the jurisdiction 
of the Federal COIIID.ission on Fine Arts. I think that the Secretary 
o'¥ the COIIBission, Mr.~barles It'berton, would be happy to fill you 
in on their role in tllis matter, and might have suggestions for 
appropriate participation by the White Bouse. Failing this, we 
hope that a more informal approach might be considered--perb&ps a 
simple call from the White House to Mr. carr. As far as legalities 
are concerned, there is nothing to prevent him from demolishing the 
building at any time. It would appear that only the near unanimous 
desire to preserve such memories as Jefferson's ride to the White 

>~ !.._"ic..S Rouse astride a chestnut mare, nave prevented him from taking such 
an action thus far. 

We would be happy to meet with you or provide any additional 
information you might require. Thank you very much for taking the 
time to consider this appeal. 

Richard Sq 
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My , Dear Mr. President and Mrs. Reagan, 

During your triumphant procession to the White House in 

1981, you may recall passing by this ancient building on the 

corner of 15th and F Streets N.W., on the other side of the 

Treasury from the White House. The people who cheered for you 

from Rhodes Tavern were fulfilling their roles in a tradition 

that began with Thomas Jefferson 176 years ago: the ceremony 

of the Inaugural Parade. Rhodes Tavern is now the only building 

that remains along Pennsylvania Avenue from that founding time, 

yet this last remaining symbol of the birth of our city may well 

be destroyed at any time. 

In a similar situation in 1962, the beautiful old houses 

on Lafayette Square would have been demolished, save for the 

timely intervention of President and Mrs. John F. Kennedy. Won't 

you come to our aid? The people of Washington and the nation 

would be forever grateful. 

Far House Welbourne 

Middleburg, Virginia 22117 

Sincerely yours, 

RICHARD SQUIRES 

* Writer has requested return of photgraphs. 



Soon fog began to close down, by midnight visibility was less 
than 100 yards and getting shorter. Cannon had every reason 
to worry that the Natchez, still in the clear, was cutting deeply 
into his lead. 

He was right. When the Natchez finally encountered the 
soup some miles short of Grand Tower, Leathers was 
informed by a man on shore that the Lee had passed only 25 
minutes earlier, barely moving. Leathers thought it over and 
made his decision: "Tie 'er up!" he said. "I'm not crazy." The 
Natchez remained locked in the thick white blanket for 
nearly six hours, Leathers confident that his rival was waiting 
it out, too. 

But the Lee hadn't stopped. Following an anxious confer­
ence with the pilots and others captains on board, Cannon 
gave the order to keep moving as long as possible, even if the 
Lee barely made headway. With two men taking constant 
soundings at the bow, all five pilots on the top deck, and 
double shifts manning the engines, the Lee inched ahead. At 
about two o'clock, a breeze sprang up and the fog thinned. 
Soon the Lee broke into the clear. Pilot King heaved a deep 
sigh of relief and signaled full speed ahead. 

Under way next morning, the Natchez was just shaking out 
for the final sprint when she was informed at Grand Tower 
that the Lee had gone through at 2:00 A. M. Leathers knew 
then that he was beaten. 

Sweeping upriver in the bright sunlight of a beautiful 
Fourth of July, the Robert E. Lee reached the outskirts of St. 
Louis to find most of the city out in holiday attire to greet the 
victor. A flotilla of crowded ferries and steamboats, whistles 
blowing and passengers yelling, fell in behind between levees 
lined with people from Carondolet to Bissell's Point. Every 
bell and whistle within sound of the river was going full blast, 
and cannon were booming as fast as their gunners could 
reload. Newspaper accounts put the crowd at more than 
seventy-five thousand, the greatest turnout in St. Louis' 
history. 

Passing the New Orleans wharf boat at the foot of Walnut 
treet at 11:35 A.M., the Lee fired her own gun signaling the 

end of the long run. She had covered the 1,200 miles in three 
days, 18 hours and 14 minutes, smashing the mark of the 
Xatchez by 3 hours and 44 minutes. Her record still stands. 

The Natchez pulled in shortly after 6:30 P.M. to a reception 
as vociferous if not as large as that for the Robert E. Lee. Her 
official time was later established at 4 days and 47 minutes. 

Though he had finished far behind, Tom Leathers 
refused to acknowledge that the Robert E. Lee was 
faster than his Natchez-in fact, he never admitted he 

"'--as racing. He always insisted that his run was a routine 
business trip during which he made regular passenger stops at 
_ ·atchez, Vicksburg, Memphis, and other points. Further­
more, he claimed that, after deducting 33 minutes for repairs, 
the hours tied up in the fog and time lost in landings, the 
_ ·atchez had actually beaten the Lee's running time by 28 
minutes. Few bought his arguments. 

The next night the officers of the two boats were guests of 
honor at a testimonial banquet in the Southern Hotel, but 

neither captain spoke and even the heat of the oratory failed 
to melt the ice. The next day the Natchez headed back to New 
Orleans and the Lee departed for Louisville. 

The race was not only the greatest event of its kind in the 
history of the Mississippi; it was also the last. With railroads 
cutting into the trade, such spectacles were simply too costly. 
While their battle for business continued unabated, the rivals 
showed no further interest in settling the issue of supremacy. 
They returned to their regular schedules and ignored each 
other. There is no evidence they were reconciled. 

Although in his prime at the time of the victory, John 
Cannon lived only twelve years more. About 1876 he 
apparently contracted a slow form of tuberculosis that 
gradually ruined his health. A broken thigh put him on 
crutches in 1878, but he continued to command steamboats 
until deteriorating health forced him ashore. He died at his 
home in Frankfort, Kentucky, in April, 1882. 

Tom Leathers lived long enough to see his beloved 
steamboats in full retreat before the railroads. Well up in his 
seventies, he had become a river legend by the time he 
descended from a hurricane deck for the last time. 

A week after his eightieth birthday, still vigorous and alert, 
the old man was knocked down by a speeding bicycle. His 
skull was fractured, and he never fully recovered conscious­
ness, lingering on for two weeks before he died in mid-June of 
1896. The hit-and-run cyclist was never apprehended. 

The Robert E. Lee went into retirement in 1876. Cannon 
transferred her furnishings, fixtures, power plant, and name 
to a new vessel, and the gallant veteran was cut down for use as 
a wharf boat at Louisville. Her indignity did not last long; 
shortly after Cannon gutted her, she went up in flames. 

The same fate overtook the Natchez. In 1879 Captain 
Leathers also built a bigger and finer Natchez , seventh of the 
name. The old racer was converted into a coal-storage barge 
for a Vicksburg coal company. She, too, was destroyed by fire 
in 1899. 

Reminders of the legendary rivals remain, however. Odd 
pieces of furniture and silver service are scattered among 
descendants of the captains and in museums along the 
Mississippi. For many years a portion of the Lee's boilers 
were-and still may be-in use on a Louisiana sugar 
plantation, and one of her magnificent chandeliers hangs in a 
Port Gibson, Mississippi, church. A carved wooden Indian, 
once part of the Natchez furnishings, is preserved on an estate 
near Natchez. 

The horns of the Princess also have survived. A treasured 
possession of John Cannon the rest of his life, the antlers passed 
through several hands until they wound up in the junk room of 
the Vicksburg Elks Club. Their identity and significance 
forgotten, they were saved from the city dump only at the last 
moment. Newly gilded and remounted, they now occupy a 
place of honor in Vicksburg's Old Court House Museum. 
Natchez, where they really belong, can have its cherished 
mansions. Vicksburg's got the horns. 

* A retired regular army colonel and newspaperman, 
Jack Rudolph is a f ree-lance write1' based in De Pe1'e, 

(6 



A HERITAGE PRESERVED "by T. H. Watkins 

EYEWITNESS 

Rhodes Tavern in Washington, D.C., 
has seen it all, or almost all. Richard 
Squires, the building's unofficial histori­
an, tells us that its cornerstone was laid at 
Fifteenth and F streets near Pennsylva­
nia A venue in 1799, the year of George 
Washington's death. The tavern was 
there when Thomas Jefferson took his 

lonely inaugural walk up the Avenue in 
1801 to be sworn in as President, and it 
has been there for every inaugural pa­
rade since. In the spring of 1814, part of 
it became the Bank of the Metropolis­
Washington's second bank and soon to 
be its largest-and in the summer of 
that year the tavern became temporary 
headquarters for British invasion forces 
during the War of 1812. After putting 
the torch to the Capitol, the Treasury, 
and the Presidential Palace, Squires 
writes, "Admiral Sir George Cockburn 
rode into the main room of the 

This artless rendering of Rhodes Tavern (the building on the 
opposite page) was painted in 1817 by . Baroness Hyde de Neauville, 
who lived across the street during her American sojourn. 
L ~ PHELPS STOKES COLLECTION. PRINTS DIVISION, NEW YOU PUBLIC 
t..naA&Y. ASTOR. LENOX. AND TILDEN FOUNDATION 
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tavern on a mule, and dismounting, 
introduced himself to the startled inn­
keeper as 'the much abused Cockburn, 
come to sup with you, madam.' " 

President Andrew Jackson used the 
Bank of the Metropolis for the deposit of 
federal funds when squabbling with 
Nicholas Biddle and the Bank of the 
United States, and after the Metropolis 
moved out for larger quarters in 1836 its 
rooms in the tavern were taken over by 
the firm of Corcoran & Riggs, which 
became the most important financial 
link between Pennsylvania A venue and 
Wall Street in the days when wheeling 
and dealing between New York and 
Washington changed the economic face 
of the nation. More than forty years 
later, Charles Guiteau strolled into a gun 
shop on the ground floor of the tavern 
and selected the elegant, pearl-handled 
pistol with which he assassinated Presi­
dent James A. Garfield in 1881. 

From the administration of Thomas 



Jefferson to that of Woodrow Wilson, 
Rhodes Tavern was a place where Pres­
idents, senators, congressmen, newspa­
permen, financiers, and more than four 
generations of power brokers rubbed 
elbows and ideas. Today, in keeping 
with the debased condition of much of 
Pennsylvania A venue, it houses a news­
stand, sou~enir shop, fruit stand, coffee 
shop, and art-restoration laboratory, 
and its ancient brick Georgian fa~de 
has been slathered over with twentieth­
century stucco. Still, it is the oldest 
continually operated commercial buil?-

ing in downtown Washington and the 
oldest building of any kind in the area of 
Pennsylvania Avenue between the Cap­
itol and the White House; it has earned 

· its entry in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Nonetheless, it now is threatened 
with destruction to make way for a hotel . 
and office complex. But not if the 
Committee to Preserve Rhodes Tavern 
has anything to say about it-and it has 
a great deal to say, enough to persuade 
Senators Muriel Humphrey, S. I. Haya­
kawa, Clinton Anderson, and others to 

introduce a resolution in the Senate to 
save the place. "I find it difficult," 
Senator Humphrey told her colleagues, 
"to believe that, after spen~g millions 
of Federal dollars in the past few years 
to preserve the ceremonial character of 
Pennsylvania A venue, we should lose 
the only building that has witnessed 
every one of its ceremonies-Rhodes 
Tavern." 

Just so, but whether Congress agrees 
or not probably will not be decided until 
this summer. Some friendly persuasion 
ppears to be in order. 
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GOOD BEADING bg Barbara Klaw 

The Shattered Silents: How the 
Talkies Came to Stay 
by Alexander Walker 
William Morrow and Co., Inc. 
65 plwtographs, 218 pages, $10.95 

When Warner Brothers, in 1925, first 
got on to the idea of recording sound­
in the form of musical soundtracks 
to accompany their movies-it was 
pointed out to Harry Warner that 
speech could be recorded, too. "Who in 
hell wants to hear actors talk?" Warner 
said irritably. In this lively cinema his­
tory, Alexander Walker examines the 
confused years, 1926 to 1929, in which 
the movie industry timidly backed and 
blundered its way into producing what 
were first called "talkers." 

The earliest movies in which actors 
spoke were a long step backward in 
cinema art. All scenes had to be filmed 
indoors in newly soundproofed studios, 
and actors had "to grow roots" around 
immovable microphones. The overall 
effect was to spoil the spirited visual 
quality of the silents. Although the 
public demonstrated conclusively with 
their dollars that they were infatuated 
with sound, they complained, too. They 
could no longer chat during a film, or go 
off into a "charmed, hypnotic trance." 
They were forced to listen. 

Walker refutes the commonly held 
notion that dozens of silent-movie stars 
proved to have wispy or ugly voices and 
were dethroned by the advent of sound. 
It is true that John Gilbert, the ten­
thousand- dollar- a -week super-lover, 
was laughed out of the theater after his 
first talkie, His Glorious Night. But 
Walker says his downfall was due prin­
cipally to ludicrous dialogue. Gilbert's 
lines consisted of declaiming "I love 
you" over and over and little else. 
Audiences also tittered with embarrass­
ment at the audible love-making, in 
which a kiss sounded like an explosion. 

icely illustrated, with the pictures 

l 

appearing where they belong in the 
text, this book is full of engaging infor­
mation. 

The American Image: Photographs 
From the National Archives, 
1860-1960 
prepared by the National Archives 
Trust Fund Board 
Pantheon Books 
191 pages, $20.00 hardbound, $10.00 
paperback 

From the five million photographs in 
our National Archives, 220 of the best 
have been selected to illuminate a 
century of our history. Some are famil­
iar; many have rarely been seen. The 
collection is fascinating, perhaps even 
more to the eye and imagination than to 
our historical understanding. The cap­
tions-which are the original ones-are 
sketchy. Why the photographer picked 
a scene, or even who he was, of ten is 
unknown. Some of the most enigmatic 
pictures are also the most beautiful. 
Incidentally, eight-by-ten-inch prints of 
most of these pictures are available for 
about five dollars each. The book tells 
you how to order them. 

After the Revolution: Profiles of 
Early American Culture 
by Joseph J. Ellis 
W. W. Norton & Co., Inc. 
4 portraits, 256 pages, $16.95 

Many eighteenth-century Americans 
believed that the Revolution would 
touch off a cultural explosion, liberating 
native Rembrandts, Miltons, and Shake­
speares to prosper in the free air of the 
new nation. The colonial period had 
remained largely barren of art only 
because the people were dependent and 
oppressed, the argument went, and as 
soon as Americans enjoyed " the bless­
ings of free government," artistic crea­
tivity and economic productivity would 

leap forward simultaneously. 
What was wrong with this happy 

belief-the inevitable conflict between 
republican and democratic values, and 
between making money and creating 
works of art-is the subject of Joseph 
Ellis' perceptive history. Through the 
careers of four men, he illustrates the 
collapse of that utopian dream. 

The artist Charles Willson Peale was 
the most incurable dreamer. Even when 
such pillars of the society as John Adams 
and Benjamin Rush agreed that art was 
"a nefarious influence," he never 
stopped trying to prove that painting 
was consistent with democracy. 

Hugh Henry Brackenridge, an au­
thor, was more quickly discouraged. He 
stopped writing entirely for a time, and 
then turned to that despised genre-the 
novel. At a time when even the broad­
minded Jefferson condemned novels as 
"insidious influences," Brackenridge 
wrote a satiric, picaresque tale, Modem 
Chivalry, that explored the paradoxes 
he no longer could reconcile in post­
Revolutionary life. 

Of all the arts, the theater was the 
most fiercely reviled-as licentious, 
sinful, and sure to "dissipate the 
mind"-but William Dunlap, a drama­
tist, persisted in writing cheerful, witty 
plays that he believed would serve the 
republic by elevating the morals of the 
audiences. He never gave up his belief 
that eventually America would become 
the cultural center of the world. 

The most successful of the four, and 
the sourest, was Noah Webster. His 
children's speller brought him a fair 
income, and to protect his interests be 
successfully lobbied for the first cop -
right laws. His major work, of comse, 

was his dictionary. Ellis notes that the 
only word Webster claims to ha -e 
coined himself was the verb " to de­
moralize." 

This cultural history · 
acceSfil.hle. 
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LffiERS TO THE EDITOR 

The White House -
D~feo.ds Tayem. 

". -· I 
As time goes by. without a proper 

solution, I become more and more 
concerned with the fate or historic , 
Rhodes Tavern. Will this building 
by which every Inaugural parade in , 
our national capital has passed sur- . 
vive at its original site at 15th and F 
streets NW for future parades or 
even the upcoming 1981 parade? 

If we allow this important build­
ing to be destroyed in the redevel• 
opment of the downtown area east 1 

of the White House, we-will lose a 
structure which bas been signifi. 
cant in both local and national 
history. It was there that the British 
Admiral George Cockburn retired 
for a late night supper after ran• 
sacking and setting fire to the Presi• 
dent's House on Aug. 24, 1814. As he 
ate his meal, he watched the flames 1 
destroy all but the exterior walls of 
the White House. (The Treasury bad I 
not been built in 1814.) l 

Although the exterior of Rhodes 
Tavern may appear to hold little ; 
_architectural appeal at this time, 
there have been attractive alterna- . 
tive designs proposed for its restora­
tion and good suggestions for its 
adaptive use. It would then be very 
attractive and be one <if the few 
buildings of 19th-century scale left 
in the midst of evf:r higher and 
larger buildings there. 

Not only those of us who work in 
this particular neighborhood but 
the city as a whole will be losers if 
Rhodes Tavern is demolished or 
moved from its site. I urge those 
people concerned with our local 
and national his~ory to appeal to the 
mayor and.to the developer, Oliver 
Carr, to preserve Rhodes Tavern at 
its present location. . 

It would seem to me . perfectly ' 
logical to permit the developer of 
the area to build in air rights above 
the building if retaining the build· 
ing on the site is an economical 
proble~ 
Clement E. Conger. 
The Cur11or. \ 
The White Housa. 
Wuh,ngton, O.C. 
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Preliminary Restoration Study Faulkner, Fryer & Vanderpool · Architects · June, 1979 
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What buildings on this me.p remain from the birth of the city? (1800-1801) 

1. Rhodes Tavern 
2. The White House (Reconstructed 1815) 
3. The Capitol (Reconstructed 1815) 
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~t luost)ington Jlost. 
EDITORIAL MARCH 5, 1978 

Tbe homely little building at th;corntr oi_l5th anc 
. G streets, NW, opoosite the Old Treasury Building 
bas a lot of interesting history. It is known to hlstor} 

. buffs as Rhodes Tavern and was built 177 years ago. II 
.~rved as headquarters of the British contingent tha1 
burned the White House in 1814. It was the first homE 
of ttie banking institution that later became the Riggi 
Nauonal Bank. But it does not show any of this. 

All we see now is little more than a news stand, , 
souvenir shop, a.fruit market and two empty floon 
abqv.~ Jl1em. The stone steps leading to an imposini 
door with fanlight, stone·arch .:md:keystone are gone 

So are pleasing proportions because the street level 
was lowered at one time or anotner. · 

The building was originally !;-shaped, but the 15th 
Street end of the L was razed. So were the original 
chimneys, the old roof and other details. What must 
have been the garden is now the site or another, un­
distinguished house. 

All this was discussed ·in considerable detail at" a 
Fine Arts Commission meeting the other day because 
developer Oliver T. Carr has presented a tentative 
scheme for a new development of offices, shops, an I 

interior mall and other nice things on the block 
where Rhodes Tavern sta~ds. ·He and his architects 
are considering its demolition, although the building 
has been declared an official landmark to J;ie saved • 
"if possible." The Fine Arts Commissfon is one of ·the 
agencies..that must decide if preservation is possible. 

Well, it isn't really. All that might be done is a re­
construction from a charming water color by Mme. 
deNeufville, the wife of the French ambassador 
painted in 1817. That would cost $1.5 milli_on and I 
seems to have no aesthetic advantage. And what 
would we do with the reproduction? Ann Loikow, the· 
citizen representative, who eloquently pleaded for · · 
"preservation," ~uggested it might serve as an inter- · 
pretative information center for toutists, a cafe or ·' 
maybe a_Riggs bank branch. It might. . , · 1 

But you h?ve to ask yourself where you wourd ; 
wind up if you carry the urg~ to preserve too far. 
:Fine Arts Commission chairman Carter Brown made 

1 the point quite nicely, we thin_k. "Do we go b~ick to 
the forest?" he a~ked. _ · 1 

...., 
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Senate 
S.14334 

• HISTORIC RHODES TAVERN THR£A.TENED 

SENATE RESOLUTION 547-SUBMIS~ , ·Mrs. · HUMPHREY. Mr. President, it 
. SION OF A RESOLUTION RELAT- ;has come to mr ·attention that a b~lding 
ING TO PRESERVATION AND RES- · in Washington, D .C.; which ought to be 
TORATION OF RHODES TAVERN i preserved as n part of our national herit:-
Mrs. HUMPHREY (for herself, Mr. age i? in d~r of destruc~ioi:i. 

ANDERSON, Mr. HAYAKAWA, Mr. LEAHY, It_ is not Just another building whose 
Mr. MATHIAS, and Mr. MATSUNAGA) sub- · passing ne~d not <?oncern ~s. ~ found the 
mitted the following resolution, which \ ~tory of thlS particular bui:ldmg of such 
was referred to the committee on En- mterest that ~ am ti?day mtroducing a 
ergy and Natural Resources· , Senate resolution which I hope will con-

s REs 547 · , tribute significantly to the movement to 
· · restore the building that is known as 

Wher.eas Rhodes Tavern, which dates back . Rhodes Tavern. 
to 1799, is the oldest building between the 
White House and the Capitol and the last Rhodes Tavern, which dates back to 
remaining example of 18th century com.mer- 1799, is the oldest building between tp.e 
cial architecture in the central compass of Capitol and the White House and very 
Washington and is threatened with destruc- likely the last remaining example of 18th 
tion; century ~rchitecture in the central com-

Whereas Rhodes Tavern is the only build- pass of Washington. Located at 15th and 
ing to remain on the inaugural route from F Streets, it is the only building to remain 
the day that President Thom.as Jefferson 
began .the tradition of the Inaugural )i>arade; on the inaugural route from the day that 

Whereas Rhodes Tavern is known to have President Thomas Jefferson began ~ the 
served as the headquarters for the British tradition of the inaugural parade. 
commanders during the burning of the ! In August 1814, the British command­
White House and the Treasury in 1814; I ers took Rhodes Tavern for their head-

Whereas Senators Daniel Webster and quarter during the b · g f th 
Thomas Hart Benton, and Presidents An• I 

8 
urnm 

O 
' e 

drew Jackson, Marti~ Van Buren, John Ty- ; President's House and the Treasury. Sen-
ler, Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard ators Daniel Webster and Thomas · Hart 
Taft, and Woodrow Wilson were all associ- Benton, and Presidents Andrew Jackson, 
ated with Rhodes Tavern in the course of Martin van Buren, John Tyler, Theodore 
their careers; and · Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and 

Whereas the 179-year-old tavern is of un- Woodrow Wilson were all associated with 
questionable historic value to the Nation enterprises at Rhodes Tavern during the 
and the American people: Now, therefore, · course of their careers. The 179-year-old 
be it . tavern building may be destroyed to make 

Resolved, That the Senate ~xpresses its · way for a $55 million office and shopping 
strong interest and concern in the preserve.- complex. Also threatened by this develop­
tion and restoration, for the benefit and in-
spiration of present and future generations · ment along 15th Street are the graceful 
of Americans, of Rhodes Tavern, a building of Beaux-Arts style Keith-Albee theater and 
unique historical significance located in the National Metropolitan Bank Buildings 
District of Columbia near the White House, which face the Treasury Building and 
opposite the Treasury Department Building . form a graceful complement to its classic 
at the northeast corner of 15th and F Streets, architecture. . 
N.W.; and encourages every efl'ort to be made c urrently, preservation . groups and 
by the National Trust for Historic Preserva- the Citizens Committee to Save· Historic 
tion, the Commission of Fine Art.6, the Dis- · 
trict of Columbia Historic Preservation Office, Rhodes Tavern are actively engaged in 
the Mayor of the District of Columbia, and identifying a nd stimulating public sup­
the Council of the District of Columbia for . port for the restoration of Rhodes Tav­
the preservation of Rhodes Tavern and its em. I find it difflcult t o believe that, after 
restoration to its original 9ondition, or as spending millions of Federal dollars in 
near thereto as possible. the past ·few years to preserve the eere-

8Ec. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall monial character of Pennsylvania Ave­
transmit copies of this resolution to the Na- nue, we should lose the only building that 
tional Trust for Historic Preservation, the has witnessed . every one of its cere­
Commtssion of Fine Arts, the District of monieS---::-Rhodes T avern. 
Columbia Historic Preservation Office, the 
Mayor of the District of Columbia, and the I urge my colleagues to take a . per-
Councu of the District of Columbia. -sonal interest in t he preservation of 



~es Tavern. a btilldiJJ,g oI. unIQue hi.-
·tor1ca1 sigl::q:ficailce. . · 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con­
seni that two Wasbingfon Post arlicles 
by Anne H. Oman detailing the history 
and current dilemma of Rhodes Tavern 
and a brief history by Richard Squires 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection. the material 
was ordered to be printed in the R.Ecou, 
as follows: 
HISTORY OF TA VEB.N THE Pocus. OF MOVE ro 

SA.VEIT 

(By Anne H. Oman) 
A newly formed committee dedicated to 

saving Rhodes Tavern last week kicked off . 
· it.s campaign to preserve the city's oldest sur­
"fiving commercial structure with an 1n ven­
ttve bit of public relations. 

Members of the Citizens Committee to 
Save Rhodes Tavern, aware that a large 
group would be touring Decatur House and 
Lafayette Square as part of National Historic 
Preservation Week, milled about the square 
and buttonholed people to tell them about 
the taTem. By the end of the afternoon, tav-
ern supporters had rerou~d ~bout 50 of the 
vistors to a tour of their own. · 

The demolition of the tavern has been pro­
posed by the Oliver Carr Company, which 
plans to build a $40-mlliion, shopping-hotel­
office mall in the block bounded by 14th, 
15th, F and G streets. 

"I was on one side of the room asking a 
lot of questions, and (James and Grano) 
were on the other side of the room asking a 
lot of questions," said Linder. "After the 
m~ting we looked at each other and de­
cided to form the committee." 

'Fhe-eommi-ttee, with a - nucleus of eight 
people, hopes to attract support by showing 
the building to the public and telling them 
about its history, accord1ng to Linder. A re­
ception, open to the public, will be held at 
6:30 p.m. May 17 at the historic tavern at 
15th and F streets. 

One day last week, Grano took visitors on 
walking tours. Richard Squires, who rented 
the building's upper two floors as an artist's 
studio, showed visitors through the tavern 
and passed out pamphlets describing its 
history. 

"I moved in h~re in 1974, got interested in 
the tavern and started doing historical re­
search on it at the Columbia Historical soci­
ety," said Squires, who uses the studio to 
build wooden sculptures. "We're now stand­
ing in the part that was added in 1945, on 
the land that was originally a. garden." 

The original bullding, constructed between 
1'199 and 1801, was a hotel run by William I 
ct.vie affairs, the. hotel was p. meeting place 
fC11.' the Orphans Court and a polling place 1n 
the tlrst munlctpal election June 7, 1802. 
A1bout 1810, the F Street frontage w~ con­
verted to stores one of which was run by 
Boger We-1ghtman, the eighth mayor of 
Washington. In 1814, the Bank of tib.e Metrop­
olis, of wbich Andrew Jackson was a stock­
holder bought the building and set up its 
headquarters there. 

The same year, two British officers, Gen­
eral Ross and Adm~l Cockburn, took O'Ver 
t~ building for their headquarters when 
the British Invaded Washington. ~s. Bar­
bara. Suter, who ran th& tavern on the second 
floor of the building, later recaUed serving 
the two commanders a dinner of roast 
c~ken as their troops burned the White 
Bouse. 

• . J\dmh'.al Oocltbbrn, blowing out the 
cs:tidles. Sa.id 'he preferred the ~t· of the. 

' bUming Presidential 'Palace and Treasury," 
: she wrote, whose conflagration !J.ard by n­

lumlned the room, outshining the pale moon­
light, also beaming 1-n all its sUTer ·radfance." 

In 1840, the banking fti'ni of Oorooran 
i and Riggs, t!Ie forerunner of the Riggs Na-

tional Bank, · was set up 1n the building. 
; Since that time a variety of shops ha"ftJ oc-
1 cupied the lower tloor. From..1909 to 1914, the 
, seaond and ·third floors were used by the 

National.Press Club. 
The building, now on the N'attonal Register 

of Historic Places, origmally· had a large wing 
, fronting on 15th Street; the wing was de­
, molished durtng the 1950's. 

1 
•~earr says 1t wm cost $1.5-million tQ save 

. this building-but that figure includes re­l producing the ; wtng that was torn 46wn," 

I 
said Squires. "But just to renovate the ex­
isting building and ·turn it Into a restll.urant 

1 would ooet under half a million and would 
1 soon pay for itself. With the history of tht, 

place and its· beautiful views of the city, it 
would be very popular." 

"We hope to get an· archlilect working on 
design alternatives," said James. · 

In March, the Pine Arts Coin.mission, which 
reviews demolition and building pennits for 
buildings near important federal installa­
tions, decided it would not l"equlre Carr to 
save the tavern. '!be commiesion, however, 
ruled that Ca.IT must save . two other land­
mvk bu:lldinga- in the block-the ~­
Keith Theater Bttild1ng and the Metropolfw.n 

1 
:Bank Bulleting. The decisions are only ad­
_vi&ory, but the DI.strict government invari­
_ably follows this advice. 

The District's. State Hi.storic Preservation 
officer has ordered a 180-day period of ne-

- ..goffatlons before any of the buildings can 
be demolished. The Joint Committee on 

.Landmarks is hokl1ng a series of 11egotiations 
. with representatives of the Ca.tr Company, 
preservation groups and interested citizens. 
The newly formed Citizens commi~ee to 
Save Historic Rhodes Tavern is particip'ating 
in the negotiations. 

DEVELOPER OFFERS DELAY ON TAVERN DECISION 

(By , Anne H. Oman) 
Groups trying to save the historic Rhodes 

Tavern from the wrecker's ball wm have a.n 
additional year for their efforts if the city 
accepts a new proposal from developer Oliver 
Ca.J.T. 

The 177-year-old tavern building is lo­
cated at 15th and F Streets NW, and is part 
of the Garfinkel block where Carr plans to 
build a $40 milHon hotel, office, and shopping 
complex. As thtngs now stand, carr 1::0uld 
obtain a permit to demolish the tavern build­
ing in October. That is when a current 180-
day demolition delay would expire. 

Carr's proposal calls for suspending n-eg<YU­
ations on the fate of the tavern building un­
til he begins work on the first phase of the 
two-phase project. The first phase, sched­
uled to begin lD AprU. covers the northern 

. half of tb.e block beOWeen 14tb and 15tb 
s~ts and F and G ~ts. The tavern bU1ld-
1ng Is on the south Gide of the block. 

Included in the ftrst phase are two other 
hlst.oric landma.Plc buildings--the Albee 
Building and the Metropolitan Ba.Dk Build­
ing. Carr says be intends to sa.ve the facades 
of the two bu1J4tngs and incorporate them 
fii the new complex if the ciiy provides the 

' 1inan~iaJ. assis-.nce Deoessary. 
The fate of the t&.vern building has been 



3 - -
U;lldeJ' dil&cuaio• "'- tb4t, pa8't, $Wl0 mQ&tb8 Aivenue ttom the'daY th~ ~dent Tru)mas . 
«Wing negoti&iioma among repi,esentattv~ Jefferson fJ.rst ·began the tradition ot the 
of the clt,y, can_ aDd.: community &rOQPS. Inaugural Parad&in Marcil 1805. 

"There 1s a need to focus atte:qtlon fi:rst," w1111a.m. Rhodes was one of t~ Federal 
carr wroie in a letter to Sta~ lnstoric Pres- Clty,.s ftrst buslhessmen, establishing a· ta.v­
ervation Officer Lol'enzo Jacobs, "on that por- ern in the Little Hotel, next door , to the 
tioll. Qf. the project that 1s to be developed ! present Rhodes ·Tavern, as early as 1796. 
initially,. rather than confr~ting all- -of the George Washtngton visited t~s tavern on 
presefvatlon questions at one time. • • •" , 18 Dece,mber 1798. About 18'00 Mr. Rihodes 

Ca,r said that he .w:ould agree to the one- 1 relocated tn larger quarters next door, in 
year delay in the negotiations on the Rhodes I the present tavern, just in time to greet 
Tavern 1f the city, in r.eturn, would agree to i :the administration of President John Adams, 
come up witb fl.5 million in benedts, includ- I moving down to Washington from New York 
iDg property tax relief, historic preservation I City. With the capitol and Presidential Pal­
grants and the waiver of alley closing fees. ace still under construction, the tavern 

ca.rr has previously o1fered tQ absorb $2 quickly· became a kind of unofficial city hall 
. million 1n costs t.o help preserve the facades , to the fle_dgling town, where 001;1rts and. city 
of the Albee and Metropolitan Ba~ build- councilmen held session, and political parties 
ings along 16th street. Th~ total cost of pre- met to work out their a.tralrs . 

. serving the facades is estimated by Carr at In ,April 1814 General John Van Ness 
$3.5 million. . founded the Bank of the Metropolis in pa.rt 

C&T company offi.claLs say it would take an of Rhodes Tavern, the second ·bank to open 
additional $1 million to $2 roU-]1on to save ln Washington, and soon to be .the city's 
the existing Rhodes building or $4.3 million largest. Van Ness, a boyhood friend of Mar­
to · 'reproduce the original Rhodes building, tin van Buren, was a congressman from 
pa.rt of whlch was demolished in the 19'50s. New York and ultimately mayor of Wash-

.. Thls gives us more time to identity sup- ington. Genera.I Andrew Jackson was mun­
p~rt for the Rhodes," said' a spokesman for bered among the bank's original stockholders. 
the Citizens Commlt~e to Save Historic on the bank's opening day, General Jackson 
Rhodes Tavern. '"Giving more tlm.e does take was fighting the British ln Pensacola, Florida.. 
the pressure off, and we worry about declin- With Napoleon's abdication in April 1814-, 
ing interest, but we won~. decrease our ef- the British' Army was finally free for com­
forts to inform the pubU.c. . , blned assaults on Washington and New 

Leila Smith, who has :represented the Do~ t Orleans in a final attempt to win the war 
Tear It Down orga.~tion ln ,!he negotia- of 1812. In August 1814 the British Com­
tlons, said that oarrs proposal cre~tes con- mand took Rhodes T8'vern-Bank of the 
fusion and lea.yes many questions unan- Metropolis for its headquarters during its 
swered. It sounds as it there might besom~. invasion of Washington. Setting the Capitol, 
dlfflculty d~igning the rest of the block the Presidential Palace, and the Treasury 
when we don t know what's ~oing to happen aflame, Admiral Sir George Cockburn rode 
to_ the tavern: And new legisl1.1tion mal' be into the main room of the tavern on a mule, 
ne-eded to Pl'O"Victe the tax relief that Carr ls and dismounting, introduced himself to the 
seeking, tax relief for people who preserve startled innkeeper as "the much abused 
low-rise,. commercial structures like the Cockburn, come to sup with you, mad.am." 
Rhodes. .. -· - • The company of .o~cers retired to a dining 

Thomas Lodge, chalrm.a.n _ of Advisory room and ate a dlmier of roast chicken, "for 
Neighborhood Council 2C, called C&rr's pro- which Cockburn, blowing out the, candles, 
posal "a good idea. It gives the Rhodes_ Tav- said he preferred the light of the burning 
ern people another year and it will concen- Presidential Palace and· Treasury, whose 
trate efforts on the other two buildings. we . conflagration hard by illuminated the room, 
have to find the money to save them by Oc- outshining the- pale moonlight, also beam­
tober .~• 1 ,. tud ing in all its silver radiance." Cockburn's re• 

Jacbbs commented that he 8 nows thy• ward· for the success of this expedition came 
ing Mr Carr's proposals as to whether ey ~ 

· 1 t d,, Jacobs plans to re• in 1816, when he was made Governor oi. 
can be imp emen e · A ._ •1 t H 1 Isl d d t di f E , 1 tte this week according to- San e ena. an , an cus o an o m-
spond to Carr s e r · ' peror Napoleon Bonaparte 
his press secretary, Steve Johnson. .· General Jackson revenged the nation with 

RHODES TAVERN AND THE HISTORY OF 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
(By Richard squires) 

Many cities on the Eastern Seaboard are 
blessed with ancient public taverns • . w~ere I 
the history of the nation is understood as 
a continuing and lively enterprise, governed 
by the inclination of great and small men to 
come to terms a.mid an atmosphere of food 
and drink. Fraunces Tavern ls the notable 
example in New Yori; City, as ls City Tavern 
in Philadelphia. The only candidate for · 
this· distinction in Washington is Rhodes , 
Tavern, located since the founding days of · 
the Ca.pita! on the other side of the Treasury 
B\Uldlng· from the White House. It is sched­
uled to be destroyed in November of this 
year. 

The cornerstone of Rhodes Tavern was 
laid 1n 1799 making it the oldest building 
to remain b~tween the White House and the . 
Capitol, and that area's last remaining exam- . 
ple of 18th Century architecture. It is the 
only building to remain along Pennsylvania . 

a stunning victory at the Battle of New· Or-· 
leans ln January 1816, three weeks after the 
signing of the Treaty of Ghent. Two of the 
most lasting effects of this war surely came 
from the burning of the Presidential Palace 
and the elevation of Andrew Jackson in the 
public eye. When the reconstruction of the 
Palace was completed with a final coat of 
paint, it sooh took on a new name-the White 
House-and its previous association with the 
royal tradition of England was lost forever. 
Within a dozen years the dropping of prop­
erty qualifications prepared the nation for its 
first fully democratic vote,· and its subse­
quent election of President Andrew Jackson. 

The central drama of Jackson's Presidency 
was- his battle to destroy Nicholas Biddle and 
the Bank of the United States, and the exclu­
sive aristocracy of wealth which he believed 
they represented, The climax of the Bank 
War came ln 1833, when Jackson pulled the 

· Government's depositss . from the B.U.S. and 
placed them in certain selected "Pet Banks". 
The Bank of the Metropolis at Rhodes Tav­
ern, a solid friend of the .adminlstratio~. was 



named the sole depository of Federal funds 
in Washington, D.C. 

With the sudden addition o:flinearly $1 Mil• 
lion in Ooverninent money, the Bank of the 
Metropoll.s found that it had outgrown 
Rhodes Tavern, and left the building in 1836. 
Its offices were quickly taken by an ambitious 
young financier named W.W. Corcoran, who 
understood the value oi;.:1ocattng opposite the 
Treasury at a time w1i:en the Government 
needed private bankel'S to flll the void caused 
by the collapse of the Bank of the United 
States. Philadelphia, having lost political 
control of the- country Washington, now lost 
flnancial control of the country to New York, 
and entered & period of decline from which 
it has yet to recover. On Wall Street, es­
pecially &t the Democratic Merch&nt's Bank 
and Bank of America, the birth of the Wash­
ington-New York political-finance axis was 
met with whoops of joy, tempered somewhat 
by .the memory of the destruction of Nichol&S 
Biddle in the hands of the politicians. To 
forestall the repetition of ~uch & calamity, 
Wall Street engaged the services of Corcoran, 
whose capit&tze.tion amounted to only $2500, 
but whose contacts included every living 
President, many of them on intim&te terms. 
AB the representative of Wall St!·eet to the 
U.S. Treasury, &nd the President"s frequent 
envoy to New York, Corcoran effected & mar• 
riage of politics and finance from the rooms 
of Rhodes Tavern that changed his time. The 
fortune he acquired through the good offices 
of Presidents'I'yler, Polk, Buchanan, and sen­
ators D&niel Webster and Thom&a He.rt Ben• 
ton, we.s put to good use in the construction 
of the Washington Monument &nd the Ren• 
wick Gallery. He was Washington's leading 
citizen of the 19th Century. The fl.rm of Cor­
coran and Riggs, founded at Rhodes Tavern 
in 1840 and now known simply as Riggs, was 
the city's largest bank when it left the tavern 
in 1846. It rem&lns so today. 

The Reconstruction Era &nd t he Gilded 
Age which followed brought the corruption 
of almost every public office. James A. Oar­
fleld a classics professor turned politician, 
who was often found immerood in Horace on 
the senate floor, received the nomination by 
a fluke and found himself the President in 
1881, proml.slng to reinstate the noble stripe 
of leadership that had been the ensign of 
our early years. In May 1881 a disappointed 
office seeker named Ch&rles Guiteau walked 
Into a gun shop on the ground floor of 
Rhodes Tavern and tested the revolvers, 
finally settling on a costly model with a 
pearl handle, feeling it would took the best 
in a museum. After sulking the.President on 
Lafayette Square and the White House 
grounds for the next three weeks, he flne.lly 
caught G&rfleld in the railroad station, 
shooting the President fatally, twice in the 
0

back. On the ge.llows Gutteau sang out, "I 
have saved my party and my land! Glory 
Hallelujh!" , &S the rope was snapped. 

The age of free capitalism tl.nally felt the 
reins in the Progressive Era of Roosevelt, 
Taft and Wilson, supported by a new brand 
of independent, investigative writing which 
Roosevelt dubbed "muckraking" journalism. 
The National Press Club, the Capital's lead• 
ing association tor the Fourth Estate, was 
founded in 1908 and had its second home in 
the· upper stories of Rhodes Tavern from 
1909-1914. Presidents Theodore Roosevelt , 
William Howard Taft, and Woodrow Wllson 
were all members of the Press Club during 
its years at Rhodes Tavern. President Taft 
visited the club on the eve of his Inaugura­
tion in 1909, and thrqughout his term in 
office we.s a frequent visitor of the club, con­
veniently located on the path of hl.s week­
end strolls in the neighborhood: Woodrow 
wnson was & member of the club while still 
President of Princeton University. 

The election of 1912 pitted the three club 
members against each other for the Nation's 
highest honor: Wllson for the Democrats, 
Taft for the Republicans, and Roosevelt for 
the renegade Bull Moose. All three spoke for 
their respective platforms &t Rhodes T&v-

em, and were in turn subjected to "inter­
pretative" 8ldts by the lampooning mem­
bemhl.p. The windows of Rhodes T&vern, 
considered the best on the para.de route, were 
offered to the publlc at an average of $1000 
apiece for the Inaugural P&ra.de of Te.ft &nd 
Wilson in 1909 and 1913. Sarah Bernhardt 
wu &mong the me.ny celebrities who visited 
the Press Club, appearing as an honored 
guest in 1914. 

Fences were constructed to surround the 
White House during World War I, beglnnin!f 
& process of progressively augmented isola­
tion that he.s left recent Presidents so re­
moved from the life of the city that they 
might as well be living 1n Spokane. 

In the days of Henry Adams and D&nlel 
Webster, it was common practice for the 
President to stroll from home to home in 
the neighborhood, vlsting the Mlnisters, Jus­
tices, and Senators who natura.J.ly tried to 
live as close as possible to the seat of power. 
It was L'Enfant•s clear intent to make the 
Presidential Palace the central residence in 
town. With everyone of fashion long since 
emigrated to the older streets of Georgetown, 
the transition of the White House from home 
among homes to buree.ucratlc &nd electronic 
nerve center ls now fairly complete. 

No one but the President llves 1n the 
neighborhood now, and he 1s increasingly 
surrounded by office buildings that belle the 
fact that people lived there in the pa.st, and 
preclude the chance for people of the future 
to reestablish the design. The old homes of 
Lafayette Square, long abandoned by society, 
were nearly destroyed to make office build­
ings in 1962. President and Mrs. John F. 
Kennedy, who knew the buildings from walks 
in the neighborhood, entreated that they 
be saved and so they were. H~ was, however, 
the last President to take a stroll beyond 
the White House grounds. 

In this light it ls possible to see how &n 
ancient Georgian building with & history 
that reflects so many of the gre&test men 
of the Republic, can yet be held so easily 
expendable. The White House and the Cap­
itol are the focal !Points for the axis around 
which the city of Washington was built, and 
the recent decline of the area between them 
should not bllnd us to the fa.ct that the 
history, geometry, and business of the city 
&re all directed to this part of town. People 
come to Washington to get a sense of what 
thl.s city has meant to the nation over the 
whole course of its existence. The more we 
can tie In to the Quest for our national 
roots, the more llkely they wm be to stay 
longer or come more often. 

-In-o. very real senee, history -ls--Washlng 
ton's stock-in-trade, and we should be d111-
gent In keeping up our inventory and keep­
ing it in good condition. Demolition of 
bulldirgs of beauty and slgnlfl.cance, or even 
a simple charm that people have grown to 
love, or of flourishing neighborhoods with 
local color and activity ls often & drastic 
form of surgery that can prove f&tal to the 
streets, neighborhoods, and ultimately the 
cities involved. 

Rhodes T&vern ls Washington's oldest 
commercial building, continuously &ctlve 
and self-supporting for the past 178 years. 
It presently houses a newsstand, souvenir 
shop, fruit stand, coffee shqp, and art con­
servation lab. Its tenants include people of 
African, Engll.sh, Irish, Japanese, Jewish, and 
Palestinian descent. It remains one of the 
more colorful and charming buildings in the 
city. 

A vi.sit to the National Archives wlll reveal 
dozens of photographs and prints depleting 
the triumphant march of Presidents put the 
windows of Rhodes Tavern. After spending 
mtlllons of Federal dollars 1n the past few 
years to presene the ceremonial character 
of Pennsylvania Avenue, tt ls difficult to be• 
lleve that we should lose the only building 
that ha..~ witnessed every one of its ceremon­
ies--Rhodes Tavern. 

..... 
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In Texas, La. 
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Khomeini Weighs 
Council Plan to 
Free Hostages 
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lh1l calb for the rcleaw of lhe 
Amrnun host&e& in Tehran with­
out recei'+'1n: a comir.1tment for 
ho1nd1n: ovrr dr polf'f11hah lloham-

Wl1ite 1lo111e 
Deadline on 

GnmrsEmcetl 
Br 8.■ rn L■rtt 

::d ~=d::1hl:v~;n,::::· !:an: 1''::.:~!~~::~:i~;~~:I:~~ 
Sadr Hid in an inlCl'\llt'W pubhshed o( policy_ hH lt«IOl'd .... lo,-.. tor 
in a frrnrh nc111p1per today. ..,. lmmt'd111c- dff••lon oa 111 re-11-.t 

Tllt' Jr1ro l•n pr"idirnt •l.o ad6"'d to U\al •he- ~u..,....,r O h ·mpk- C:•- M 
lbt ,.: ro•1n : d i• l ll'IC'f' lwtw...., h1mull -~ tnim :t.lo..-v• . ,-tpcNWCS CW 
Ind llw mihl1nll hold iftl 111,.. 111.0Ullfl HIK"f"lt-4 "'nl..u S.0.·wt U"OOpa an 
ai tht rmbu•v by .,y i11r that M wu f• ll1 • ltMr, .. fnNn A.tlh .. ftlll• 1111 
"""• idltro11rUflK IO l .... t-1hl'~•· ... TN. a 
from UM- ron l rol of •tit a'll littnt, i nd 1'"llltt Hou.,. C'Ol,IAM'I Lloyd C'•t'" 
pvt•i ns llwm 11ndtr Rr,· .. hrtio111,,. .... toda.r lMI the- lnllnuol ioul 
C v•rtb. Ht • t ,....,M'd. howr>·ff . •hat he "Oly -,p.lc, Commll t...- •IOC). •blclri Iii 
"'(K.lld no• "'"' lortt •1111Ut tht' mil l- IM'"t'l.inr hrrt bf-fort ,nd •llf"Ul1 U... 
1.-11111 and Khomt'ln.l .-ovW M"' t• WUla.r Ol> mnln . .. houW k tll't■ -• 
1ppro \ t tM "'°"· . "-1!'.uon&bl .. •-••t of 11-• \o ~ 

TM \nti!'TY\t-w took pl - Sll1,1rllilJ' flckr '1"1rufffnll&.. dt'laylnl Ill" call'-C 
11ialll and wu wlUI LI ,._.. ~ off tlM' ,._._ Ga--. Th11 ,....,...i 
t pond1tnt Enc: Jtou ... au . ... llu fol.. wu ,..._,.~ for.ally todt1 bJ" a 
• •..t Bini s-tr•, "'"""" far - .. t..r10011 1.-- UM U.&. 0ty-,. 
time.. Com111tU• 1U50C). 

aanl-Stdr uld lhlll .. - - ~ TM USOC. la ..u., , .. ., .. tllll 
- inl had sl"tti hla dttW..-. lM M-.. k IO. ln.lppro,,rlaw: tilt' far 
latnt _, In tht lon1-ru.■oin1 .,_ llfflft Mk'•ltd to ,.._ • nd ,oN-
l&f• _,.,.._ It wo.ld M .. to ttit' •Ill whlk Soviet IYl'+'etio■ f- "''" 
V■I~ 51..i•N le m•h .._ wtf-crltJ.. -l• • ifl . - lchllort.. Al1Mnist&a. 
...._ifl10CMl¥1f"""'-"'IM w,-IU..IOC:lokf..-•11.riuo■ fcr 
en.- It ~tted m ~for a -allllOfltlM l■ Uwllopt lhllt _.. 
- tl&f"\ff rt-allll")' 11M1. U... rlPl!'OP llicM Wnllou HW ••r'"' •Aai t1-.. 
., - r risht lo Nl•UII Utt' trtr"IOltlol■ Ttw W"hlt .. "- .,,..." t .......... 
llo1 U... tlwl and Ott ~ ef U ....,._. tM USOC', bW to IUoll for 
fon&at'_ • · ti-, and lndk'al ... todly Uu,1 1 .-tt]l,. 

T• lf'l tlw lt.osl.1rn llad... tht dnwal of S-11'1 •l"'OOfll ""- AfP• • 
li•hMI Stun •011ld eN.r Jteed to .. t .. . n..,. Ott ro JD 1'1-adllllt' oriD-
~l"ftecnUit' tll n-,,o11dWUti,e,a .... ...u,- Ml 111 ""1,161'111 c .. rw, • lJM 
-•it kwlf - to ffiiJI 19 ..- att&I" k aa W"N"plAblr bNll lor N11ppcrtla1 
..ny -.ff.a ~ wu .--..., • Vatt.11 8ulft ,..,..UC-.... lioa I■ U.. 
...,...._ Mc-e-c .. --

n,.. "-'inu ht' ""- ~ ... JICll A••- whit u.,.. ,rwJ4t'ffl '• ,out'-
) "f"t ■t>d,,irntood •h .. t thur •en t- N U.19 t!OIUllr) ■ pUt.l,r lp,11 '°■ hi 11-
•W... of UM, .,_ ""'9-- pl'Olllko' t ro-- would bolt il •her .. ...,... 1l1nl tw.At 
Mfflmaih OII e. ht l~L lf wttlMlrawal of Scwiet U"OOpl ,,_ 11.J-
tM')' admit t)lel 11ft. tt -WM .. ...,. shaaiAaa Mt.,_ FHI. IO .,.. U.. 
f■r izt to frn UM' tto.la"' pcrbl,- Mq M 6udJhw fw MTt'ptin,: Ul..-tt. 
t-Vnt la l.llt~r...,._• t>OM lo Utt Mo.e.w C.-,. c-t..-

P'1W..---■- ol lK ialffVlew tOl■-- ~ 
rillelf~ t.1w.mcial ~---■tioat or "1f tkrf ..... ..,_ 1 llou rw,. Tllll-
•llir finl ...,............,.., lr•·• t.■.1a.it 4n•al., or1p,lulor111o&tfldt~ 
R......tutioL dra•al.. tt would 11 .. " •• M rond6t't'M.. 

(A -.otnm.u lw UM .. ■--u .., Aft.-T" •D. U... ob.)ff"l.1..-, ol tllh a. IIOt n, 
..-,t ... lly Ow Rntff • "" .... KY.. lnftlort 1 ~niUmc-nl, bill! le lldlint I 
MY1.11L ~vr11.11 Ba"l-..W r .. >-..., uW rNlllL• 

Ml II.AN, .U. c.■L I 5M OLYJlf'ICa, A.11,0ll l 

CHIC-ACO-Anff .,.....,-al fft"adn 
•f t .. 1' 111 polil inl t'Wllrol by IM' 1att 
i.i1,<10· a1Khh11t. ,-opW h .. n •JT•'-
111M'd to Ulf' • lndofU1rilla. l1>1tl'l••M 
t1,IIP"'I" ll'l l l »•~·• JIJW B)rM la 
, ishl•1-•lnChv Hall. 

Bffauw tt " • ~i1vtloaal 
lfflf'ndnwnt. IM l:llA pc-ope,.al will 
M'NI an 1b,ol111t m.a.)ontJ of JI •·otft 
OVI of thr S..n1tt '• 40 nwmbt'n. Wlth­
OVI <;ooodt'"• 1uppgn. proponnm and 
o~t• alikt'~" M"!UlOl'"lwill 
"""" do'+'.·• to .. JOJO aph t OIi •H 

.......... 1 ............. ,.._ -----------~-----
• Ht-r IOmonth..tJ admln111rali,on ii, 
ftanl inlly tho,-..hn,: IU w1y •hl"Ollth 
... ,or•eln-i-af1M-, th .. 1 hu-1 
pl111vNI Mhff n,- ..... ..,. 111.Mnt.NI 
M1 .t.ill 1Pft'lal llb...,l'IUu '- lM ~ril,­
tb11 --.. • 
• T'lul k. af toUl"llt. n.wlly W'Mlt 
l"\&fU"JIOl lt1CallHdt1""9'dw1f'dfortlw 
•n-,,,- hHlt blo ftlW who thoq:h• UM' 
eovld lhrow OJN"• Ow Goon of tiMt 
l"(MIJhea.. l""- t iw«. halrint -c-ftfltNI 
an"JOC .. fUINl,-tNi.UMt-0,111U,, .... 
p1 • .--,wttllk-

··C111c-1cro ii ltJM et ,uru.r P'f'OPl,e 
U..'+'. "OC!Oll. • ·• .. IIOOhh nJ\J'"Ol,I.....,__. 
• ,n. that u .,u., NIPPt"N • ...,.. ,­
opo 11p I pohHnl ayltt-1"-. - Mtd J.hU" •~·•o. 5•• T i-. N,11,1111 111.i whoo ,.c. 
bfflOWI flt)" lA._lN: b-anl ••UI.P Ill 
Wuor .ic-hwd D-w,- _......- U.C )"•--

MATOa J.\SI: BYL'"f; 
w.--.-..at .. , ....... ~-

lwt" Winl1.111 pgltt ~al flln■nn -
.-Ddu,,s1l-•"°'"k1m.lttb, lt'Khc-n 
• ·llo •l'n' Vl>M't _..-..,- -..i.wd Pl}• 

""""-1 •a.d ,00 l""IIINC'U It)· lht 4"11111 • 

"6dt"■ .-,-e,ol -rd SM st1=fl1 • 
llllrl l lMMI Mroha llft ll ....... •nd !ht 
lncht-na~torT11,1n1. 

TM ffl) "1 f11"Tf1fh11tn • fft' .all.I 

--Good", , n_lM'"t'd ~- ,,_ 
tlw nnh of [II.\ auPf'O"ttt ha blf• 
r11tf'd 1hr 1mt'ndrntftl '1 llM½t'" UMS 
c-11,1.lof"dmont' l b1111lt-•1rn.t_...Ual 

On=i rt r P'Ofl• th-·1111 f'N-11 .. at (., .. 
ltr • nil I U-po1n1 lil-•ct .. """ S... U 
. ...... ll K .. 111W"clJ " Xr• Hur ,....n. 
"'81:b ,Mit':i "Pff'I Ow pr-lZ) tiwT't 
Ttb •te-t9QIW"lffl 

s Demolition of Historic Ture 

\hf"!" 1• 0 , t-1n o• t-111 11"1 bf"t•·-
1 Lo• nto•n dt-\ t-loptr 1nd h 1Jtorif" 
pnM"n ■1 ,o n1 ,1 1 t hf" 0 1•!r"C': ,:o. 
tr?Ullt' n\ \ f"Jltnt. , • d r n td tbt •1 • 
for 1hr d t-n-..,ht ....,, of h I t i nr 1c­
f;: ho0f"> T1 , ll't'II. I N" c->1fa •~• 
"""'rntn-1•1 bu1ld1t1 ~ 

\ Or.!nrt ohic1a l - ranlf'd I llf"-, 
o!,uon,,..,m11to 111, o·,, f"I" -:- C i n­
e'- 11 c-1 - .. ~ 1M' uarn .n, 11 
1)111 •nd r •lrt<'·h "\"\I for 1 .se::i 
m1lhon. 1J ,10.-, oll K'I" buu dir. :. 

Thi' Otl l} ffJlll lll •n;z .. ,.,n ..... ,.,. 

lht bulld1t1:•, 11tppoM.ffl • • • 
~•I to :hr DC C-oun of AiPPtah. 

Tht ISl-~-..ar4kl 111,ffft. tlM- _,,. 
pl..-., of !ht' R1:::n , 11-...J kM 
•rid •l'lf' :'\11,011&1 Pl"HI O»b.. ~ 
1hl'd1n1n:,oot of lln11• ~ 
• ho •l•t"hf"od •ht \l"huc-~ -■, . 
II\ III U fl"1HII IM ll~tt • I llllnt "1.-. 
• rnct., ... Tllf" bul lo1n• •H lnlN •■ 

lhl' '-••-• I llc- ;.t::ff _, H...a.rc­
J>l ■o-c-• •ro l M 

Toor n •• •_,,....._.Iv an..-- Ot,: 
CS..-mohl- et 1M t o -n,i ..,_. -\::d 
t bt h rs1 llmc l llf" • p,N'"i.al -71 . 
tl~u• o l 1be at• • lffl lllut__. 

pr-t-1,ffV'l1- Mn.t 
i.. fftloffal~ ... ):le' It - U!■-
nlt t■ ... .,. .......... ,.-tc,- ~-.... ""'--~---,··-~ • uc-11 llaillllm.n a. 111,r 0r..i..ae.J 
• M-■ UM - s.1.--,._ . ill ,.1 

,.~ - ,- .....,.&an lff"tt.l..-,..,... -
M'M ii' tlM' __,.,_, --

TIM- C-ar-~ ··- -,.., .,Uiw nr, ,.. ...... .....-. 
....i ~ t .... #'l" .... .twT 
-,u,,...,..... .......... , .. .... . ~ 
W")"'"" IMUl&l, U.,...........,...., ._,. 

SftkaGOU..U.C■l t 



'-



September :w; i911 
·the Newipaperor' Capitol ituf 

1l_istoric Tavern Once 

1loused C0nl{ressm-en 

~ident Jefferson at Rhodes Tavern, watercolor by Earl Minderman. 

Rhodes Tavern, a forlorn bullclJng still 
-stanclJng on the northeast corner of 15th and 
F Streets, N.W., Is the last remaining 
early Congressional boarclJnghouse In the 
City of Washington, accorclJng to research 
of Nelson Rlmensnyder, an historian on the 
House District Committee staff. 

For many years after Congress moved to 
the new capital city In 1800, many Members 
boarded In houses and small hotels. These 
early boarclJnghouses, as many as 30 In 
number during some sessions of Congress, 
were concentrated In the Capitol HUI 
community within walking clJstance of the 
House and Senate chambers. Two other 
significant locations of Congressional 
boarclJng-houses were along Pennsylvania 
Avenue between theWhlte House andCapltol 
and along the two blocks of F Street im­
mediately east of the Treasury Department. 

Records before 1807 are clJfflcult to locate, 
but beginning in that year through 1813, a 

.Mrs. Suter operated a boarclJnghouse In the 
former Rhodes Tavern for "five to six 
gentlemen," according to newspaper ad­
vertisements. Congressional Directories for 
the period reveal that at least twelve 
Members of the House and four Senators, 

from 11 states, resided under Mrs. Suter's 
roof during these early sessions of Congress. 

When Mr. William Rhodes opened a 
tavern on the site In 1801l he too advertised 
accommodations for Members of Congress. 
The bullcUna dates from 1799 and Is the 
oldest structure on the Inaugural Parade 
route. 

Now, unless the owner of "Rhodes Oty 
Tavern & Hotel" as It was originally known, 
decides to restore the bullclJng, the wrecker's 
ball will soon claim this National Historic 
Register property. 
· Clement Conger, White House curator, 

llas urged the owner of Rhodes Tavern to 
restore it as an operating restaurant and 
museum of the Oty of Washington's early 
heritage. Rhodes Tavern c~uld be to the 
Nation's Capital what Fraunces Tavern Is to 
New York Oty and Gadsby's Tavern Is to 

· Alexandria, Virginia, contend Conger, 
former Senator Muriel Humphrey, and 
others seeking the restoration of Rhodes 
Tavern. 

It could 'be ••• or It could become the site 
for another of Washington's "urban 
blight" concrete and glass office builclJngs. 
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QjJ1e ~-o~ro11 ®loUc 
Preserving D.C. tavern 
Historic land111ark or ,nissing tooth: Debate rages 
By Martin F. Nolan 
Globe Su,ff 

WASHINGTON - Stncr 1799, It has 
stood on the corner of I 5th and F strttls 
here. a silent sentry lo every President's 
Inaugural parade from Thomas Jefferson's 
to Jimmy Carter's. 

The oldest commercial building In 
downtown Washington. Rhodes Tavern 
oncr housed the city's first government 
·ahd first bank . In the early 20th crnlury, 
ll also housed the National Press Club, 
whose guests lncludt:d Theodore Roosevelt, 
Woodrow Wilson. William Howard Taft 
and Sarah Bernhardt. 

In 1814. the tavern w.is also the reluc­
lllnt host to the caplllll's first and last for­
eign Invader. Adm. George Cockburn of. 
the British Navy, who watched the While 
House bum from the windows of the 
tavern's dining room. 

It's 18th-century brick now covered In 
stucco. Rhodes Tavern now houses more 
prosaic tenants: a newsstand. souvenir 
shop and fruit market. Rhodes Tavern has 
a rendezvous with the vaccker's crane. Its 
replacement will be a collectlon of 
boutiques and officr spacr In an enclosed 
biock remlnlscrnt of suburban shopping 
malls. 

The struggle over preserving Rhodes 
Tavern reveals much about the values of 
Washington. D.C .. circa 1980. The values 
are not only ecnnomlc, but eslhetlc. Involv­
ing not only the bottom line of real eslllte, 
but basic attitudes about history. 

. •f j · ·• · near the While Hou!l(: and said "Here!" 
.;;, •. _:_1 _ _. The building has blocked the tavern's view 

r _ . .
1 

•-. of the President's home ever since. this 
• time. Cockburn had been. rewarded for his 

~-·. • ; : :, mission In Washington with the governor­
ship of St . Helena Island and !ls most 
prominent prisoner, Napoleon Bonaparte. 
who oncr defined history as "lies agreed 
upon.'1 

I
. 

1 
-......; The Treasury eclipsed the tavern vlsu-

J 
·1 ·1 -_ .-· , , ·1 . \ n ally and historically for the next century, I although In 1881 a disappointed office-

l 
ti\ seeker, Charles Gulteau. purchased a re-

. _ll · volver In a gun shop In the tavern, which 
· • •• ~ · ~ he used to assassinate President James A. 
· __ '.· :. ·:a· . ' · '.. . __ .~, Garfield. As late as 1913, the second Ooor 

• ~r of the tavern was still considered posh 
~ , ' enough to be rented out for viewing the In-

. ~ • • l · ; · · augural parade of Woodrow Wilson. 

i_~" '-1.~±~- WheflWashlngton'spennanentreales-
- .,.. -~~"'-~ tage boom began In the 1960s. the city's 

Rhodes Tavern is at 15th and F streets ··downtown" dispersed toward George-
town and the suburbs. lea,1ng Rhodes 

In downtown Washington. ,.,, PHOTO Tavern In a commercial backwash. But 
choice between the history of Rhodes Tav- now, with a large Convention Center being 
ern and the eslheUc filigrees of the theater built a block away. the land Is prime. 
and bank buildings. In I 977, candidate Marlon Barry 

When Don't Tear It Down examined promised to protect the tavern tf elected. 
Rhodes Tavern. It decided: Tear fl down. But as mayor, Barry has discovered that 
This led to a separate group. the Cftt.zerns now even Washington Is recession-proof, 
Committee to Save Historic Rhodes Tav- so he has approved demolition of the tav­
ern. Its sparkplug ts a 32-year-{)Jd lawyer em. In the arguments before the Fine Arts 
from New York. Joseph Grano. · who quit Commission. the developer's architect. Da­
hls Job as a lawyer for the Veleran·s Pen- vtd:Chllds of Skidmore, Owings and Mer­
slon Board to lobby fulltlme for the rtll , argued that the tavern would be total­
tavern's preservation. . ly out of place In the context of one c:£ 

Destroying the building "defies rational Washington's exciting. new commercial 
analysis." Grano has argued before van- developments." 
ous city boards and commissions. "TI>e The Washington Post agreed In an edl· 
continuity of this city from [he beginning torlal about the homely llttle building." 
Is In that building." Grano's passion Saving the pvem "seems to have no ae5-
derlves from his first walking tour of thetlc advantage," the Post said. 

The demolition of Rhodes Tavern ls 
being suppor1ed by much of the establish­
ment of the city for the very same reason 
!ls small band of supporters want to keep 
ll. The building Is "out of kale" with .a 
2oth-cenlury capital and must go, accord­
fng to the argument of the anti-Rhodes fac­
tion. 

Washington when he noticed the building "You have to ask yourself where you 
· across from · the Treasury "and wondered would v.ind up tf you carry the urge to pre-

how It survived." . serve too far.'' the Post Mllortal sald. Such an assertion would not be surpr1s­
ing from the real-estate developer. the 
mayor or the City Council . But this reflex­
ively Philistine position Is also supported 
by the local preservationist group. the edi­
torial page of the Washington Post and the 
presidentially appointed Commission on 
Fine Arts. whose chairman. J. Carter 
Brown. calls the building " the missing 
tooth In the smile of I 5th Street." 

Brown. who also serves as director of 
the National Galkr5· of Art. says "the com­
mission doesn't have an anti -Rhodes Tav­
ern attitude," but argues ·:you can't turn 
the clock back . . . Here you have a develop­
er who wants to save the facades of ~me 
other elegant buildings across from the 
Treasury. Thls gets to a philosophical 
argument. Which layer of history do you 
choose? Cities are not embalmed. They're 
grqwtng organisms. You can't substitute 
horse-and-buggies -for- cars." ' 

Along I 5th street stand the facades of 
-two Rhodes Tavern neighbors: the Nation­
al Metropollllln Bank and the Keith-Albee 
thea lee building, designed ln the elaborate 
Beaux Ara style of the early 20th ccntwy, 
holh or which. llke the tavern, are desig­
nated landmarka. 

TilC developer, Oliver T. Carr. has 
agr=l to llllYe the facades of the two newer 
bulldlng:s. tnoorporaUng them Into the 
~77-mllllon project, "Metropolitan 
Sqaare." Uke many new projocts In Wash­
ington, the feature of this "superblock" 
will be an atrtwn. a ~ncloscd mall for 
p,dcstrlans. . 

~Ince facade-saving seems a principal · 
bt..slness o( preservationists these daya. 
the city's leading preservation group, aptly 

1 called "Don' t Tear It Down," was ofTrred a 

In the late 18th century, when the cap!- · "Fine Arts Commission chainnan Carter 
tal was In New York and Philadelphia, Brown made the point quite nJcely. 'ltt 

Washington was .a wilderness. except for think. To we go back to the forestr be _ 
Georgetown, a tobacco port on the Poto- asked." 
mac, many of whose 18th-century homes TilC Post's equation of the architecture 
and buildings still stand. Wflllam Rhodes and ambience of the 18th century and the 
was one of the city's first businessmen. forest prlDXTBl says much of this city's at­
building his tavern within s ight of what Utudc!: to,.-ard the past. Washl~gton IS 
was called the Presl:!ent's Palace. surrounded by cxqulslte, Isolated restora-

The tavern became an Informal town Uons.'' Colonial Wllllamsburgthe most no, · 
hall and meeting place in the manner d lorlous example. · . 
most urban taverns or the Ume. By 1814, Older .. out of scale" bulldtngs arc de-­
the city's first bank was also chartered In sctlbcd as bad dental work. If the .. missing 
the building. tooth" prescription w.ere applied else-

In that same· year. Adm. Cockburn's where, Boston and Phtladelphla would be 
floet saHed up the Chesapeake and set In for massive, federally mandated orthe>­
about sacktng the capital of the former col- donUc sugcry. 
onles. According to one account the adml- n>e pro-Rhodes Grano has produced 
ra.J rode hls hor.,e lnto the tavern and said his own architectural render1ng oC a re­
to the m!Strcss that he was "the much stored tavern that could be used as a tour­
abused Cockburn. come to sup with you. tat tnfonnauon center. 1be preservation­

-madam." : · · • minded Junior League of America has vo-
. TilC Brltlsh offlccn retired to the sec- luntc:ci-cd to ra.Jse money for the project, 

and-floor_ dlnlng room, where Cockburn but tho developer- and the mayor aren·t 
doused the tandles for the meal. saying he lntcrestni. They suggest moving the tav­
prdc:rrcd to dine by .the flames engulfing em If possible to an undetermined site 
the home d the man the admiral rcfc:rrcd Abel calls -• place where It would fit Into a 
to u "Jimmy." President Madtaon. who group of buildings with Ila own 
had fled Into VtrglnlL . • •. ambleoee." 

After the fire and after the British left. • 
the sandstone walls oC the President's Pal­
ace were painted white and the name of 
the White House. a aobrlquct of anti-Impe­
rial simpltctty. has rcmat~ ever since. 
~ next major change In the neighbor-
hood occurred In the 1830s when Presi­
dent Andrew Jacluon. Impatient with bu­
reaucratic squabbling over the site of a 

new Treasury Building. supposedly 
st:abbcd his v.·alklnl( stl~k Into the ground 

Grano, who may he llghUng a losing 
battle but who remains undel.crmi, rejects 
the "ou!-d"-«:ale'•, thesis. lnslatlng that 
"this argument ahould be turned DD 115 
head. The tavern should be prcscn"d 
precbcly bccauae It ls amall In an age cl 
'blglS bell.er'." .. . 

For that argument and #or the ta\'ttD 

Itself, modem Washington may soon be 
soundtni:: last rail. 
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I Preservationists · 
:. Adopt a Theme 
ii On Saving Fuel 
I 
L. 

By MARJORIE HUNTER I 

.,.\ 

, Si,.et1llolbeNewYOt'knmes 1 

WASHINGTON, May 17 - A perky ,. WP/4:ff• 
preservation banner Is fluttering across · 
the grimy face of the old Wlllard Hotel, 
nn of!lclally recognized historic land­
mark that will be renovated In the next 

, few years a°ll a luxury hotel. 
But scarcely a 1.-lock away in downtown 

Washington another official historic land-
I mark sports no banner. Rhodes Tavern, . , 
, , built In 1799 and witness to every Presl-
1 dentlal Inaugural parade since Thomas 

Jetrerson took office, will be demolished 
to make way for a m million, 12-story of-

r ·' flee building. · 
I 

I •· !The contrasting fates of these two ." 
l ' buildings point up, in this year's Preser- , 

I 
• vatlon Week, both the successes and de­
' teats of preservationists across the na- ·· 

• t,· tlon. : . ' , . ..~ 

r< I I Banners Stress New Them~ ' ! 'l~;'lf~-

TIie New YorlcTlme1/Geor1e Tam• 

I ., 

'\ 

' : Here and in New York City and six ' · 
( i other cities, banners have been hung on.i' 
~- • 140 historic buildings to emphasize a new 
~ ' preservation theme : Restoration of old 
,,, · buildings saves energy. 

~ ' . ' 
Rhodes Tavern, a historic landmark In Washington, built ln 17991 ls scheduled for demolltlon to make way for offices 

\ :, Accord!ng to the National Trust for 
·· , Historic Preservation and the Depart­!'~: ment of Energy, It takes the energy 
I j equivalent of one gallon of gasoline to 
· · make, deliver and Install just eight bricks 
i 1 

, In n new building. For example, accord-
, Ing to tbe National Trust, It would take 

' ,the energy found In 7.8 million gallons of 
, gasoline to replae the original New York 

State Capitol In Albany. 
11 • Each of the 140 preservation banners 

being displayed , this week cites the esti­
mated gasoline equivalent savings. The 
Willard Hotel banner reads, "To replace 

· this building would require energy equal 
· · •. to 3,125,900 gallons of gasoline." ·-- ... , ..... 

Similar banners are .hung on 17 build­
ings In New York City, Including the 
Flatiron _Building, Cooper Union, the old 
Scribner Building and Carnegie Hall. 

By linking energy savings with theii: 
drive to save historic buildings, preserva­
tionists hope to stem what they fear will 
be a sharp erosion of Federal aid for their 
programs. Under a law passed In 1966, 
the Federal Government provides match­
Ing grants to states to survey and help fl. 
nance restoration of historic sites. 

In January, President Carter called for 
$45 million !or thi s program In the fiscal 
year starting next Oct. J. But his revised 
budget plan, submitted to Congress In 

March, reduced that sum to $25 million, been an Important factor In the rapid 
and he asked that $16.5 mll~lon of the $55 growth In the number of buildings and 
million appropriated for this fiscal ·year districts listed In the National Register. 
not be spent. , · Twenty-two thousand buildings and 

Extension of Laws a Goal districts are llsted In the National Regis-
Furthermore, preservationists are con- ter, with nearly 3,000 added each year. 

cerned that Congress may not extend · While many of these buildings are 
laws, enacted in 1976 and 1978 and due to being renovated, a listing In the National 
expire next year, that are designed to en- Register has not saved Rhodes Tavern, , 
courage the use of historic buildings for which Is the oldest commercial building 
commercial purposes through tax incen- in downtown Washington. 
tlves. · It was from the third-floor wlndows·of 

Only buildings or districts listed In the the tavern, which once housed the city's 
Interior Department's National Register first government and first bank, that 
of Historic Places are ellglble for tax re- British military men watched the White 
lief under the 1976 and 1978 laws. This has House burn when the city was sacked. 

, ;t;'"" ~, ,-;1, =-J 
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Rescuing a piece of history ' ' 

By Steven Komarow 
As5oclated PrWi 

. WASHING TON - The Supreine 
Court is being asked to save from 
demolition a vacant, dingy old struc- . 
ture near the White House which is 
the only commercial building re­
maining from the earliest days of the 
nation's capital. 
. "If Thomas Jefferson visited Wash­
ington today, Rhodes Tavern would 
be the only, structure besides the 
White House ·and the Capitol he 
might recognize," said Joseph Grano, 
chairman of the Citizens. Committee 
to Save Historic Rhodes Tavern. 

Jefferson, other presidents, con­
gressmen and Supreme Court justic­
es patronized the Rhodes City Tavern 
and Hotel, w_h1ch was built in 1799 
and operated as a tavern for the next 
few years. From 1807 to 1813, the 
building was a boarding house occu­
pied by many lawmakers who lived 
in the District of Columbia only for 
the few months Congress met. 

On Aug. 24, 1814, during the British 
attack on Washington, Adm. George 
Cockburn of the British Navy ate 
dinner in the tavern by the light of 
the burning White House. 

Washington's oldest banks started 
in the tavern building, convenientlY 
located across the street from the 
U.S. --rreasury, and a local stock ex­
change operated there in the late 
19th century. From 1909 to 1914, the 
National Press Club occupied the 
building. · · I 
· In their effort to block the tavern's ' 
demise, Grano and his committee 
have been turned down by the city 
and its courts. 

A city official has judged the de­
i sign of an office building proposed 
: for the site as having "special merit" 
architecturally, and a developer has 
received permission to demoli'sh the 
tavern, despite its statU$ as a regis-
tered landmark, . 

. In the Supreme Court appeal filed 
Tuesday, Grano asked that the city's 
historic preservation law, · which 
allows such a demolition, be over-

't urned as "unconstitutionally 
vague." He said the law does not de­
fine "exemplary architecture," and 
the mayor's agent, Carol Thompson, 
has no training allowing her to _make 

. that judgment. · 
The ,defenders of the tavern picket 

regularly outside the stucccx:overed 
three-story building. They want the 
tavern returned to use as a restau­
rant. 

"It could be like Fraunces 'Tavern 
in New York," said Grano, who added 
that the renovation cost was estimat­
ed at $600,000 in 1978. 

"It's the one building left that 

could give Washingto~a lqcal Identi­
ty," he said, noting that the building 
served as the polling place in Wash­
ington's first council election in 
1802. 

l 
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Historic Sits Nsar White House 
' 

Lawyer Struggling to Save Old Tavern 
• . By CLYDE H. PENN JR., Times Staff Writer 
; WASHING TON-On the night of 
; Aug. 24, 1814, British Adm. George 
. Cockburn sat by a second-story 

window in Rhodes Tavern, a sub­
stantial structure two blocks from 
the White House, and blew out the 

· candles on his dinner table. 
. "I'd rather dine by the light 

.· emerging from the Presidentia!Pal­
ace," Cockburn said as he watched 
the mounting flames in the White 
House. Redcoats he had led had set 

· .the fires in a raid on Washington 
• that marked Britain's most spectac­

ular land victory in the War of 1812. 
Today, the White House is still 

around and so is Rhodes Tavern at 
15th and F. Streets N.W., in Wash­
ington. 

But the tavern may not last long. 
The dingy 182-year-old struc­

ture, where Presidents, members of 
·Congress and others of high and low 

. degree have dined and debated over 
the years, is threatened with demo-

- lition unless Joseph Grano wins his 
fight to save il 

Grano, a 32-year-old lawyer, is 
chairman of the Citizens Comniittee 

to Save Historic Rhodes Tavern, a 
virtually one-man effort to keep the 
structure from falling victim to the 
developer's wrecking ball. 

Historical Significance 
"Rhodes Tavern tells the history 

of Washington from the growth of a 
little village on a swamp to a city 
that has become the world's capi­
tal," Grano said the other day. 
''Rhodes Tavern is of national signi­
ficance. It should be saved." 

Oliver T. Carr, a developer who 
has been changing Washington's 
skyline with his "superblocks" of 
new structures, has other plans for 
the plot of land Rhodes Tavern oc­
cupies. Carr has begun construction 
of Metropolitan Square, a $100-mil­
lion office, hotel and shopping mall 
complex. 

Plans for the complex call for de­
molishing the building unless some­
one agrees to move it. "The publicly 
approved plans do not include the 
tavern," Carr said. "We will keep 
our minds open to two options:dem­
olition or removal." 

For three years, Grano has been 
fighting to keep the stucco-cov.ered 
structure from being torn down. So 
far, the results have disappointed 
him. 

Five Consecutive Losses 
He has lost five major battles, two 

with the District of Columbia City 
Council, one with the District of 
Columbia Superior Court, and two 
with the Court of Appeals. The de­
cisions have been identical­
Rhodes Tavern would leave a "gap­
ing tooth" in the design of Carr's 
"superblock" and should be moved 
or oorn down. 

"I can't understand why no one 
can wake up to the fact that Rhodes 
Tavern is the cradle of home rule 
for the District of Columbia," Grano 
said. "Since I can't seem to convince 
D.C. officials of the significance, I 
am going to make a concerted effort 
to make the entire nation aware of 
our fight. Someone will come to our 
defense." · 

A federal advisory group, the U.S. 
Commission on Fine Arts, has ap-

., · 

( 

·l\ . ~-l 

~~l < 
. ·t\h' 
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Associated Press 

Washington's Rhodes Tavern, boarded up for several years, was last the home for a fruit stand. 
proved the developer's plan to raze 
the tavern. · 

J. Carter Brown, chairman of the 

commission, said, "the poor little 
beat-up derelict is a sadness from 
the· urban design point of view" and 

if saved would be "the rotten tooth 
in the smile of 15th Street." 

Please see TA VERN, Page 7 

..., 
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"I can't understand why the em­
phasis is on the ugliness of the 
building," Grano said. "I'm not de­
voting my time to keeping the 
building in its present condition. I 
want it to be preserved and re­
stored." 
-:- The battle over Rhodes Tavern is 
similar to clashes In cities across the 

.41-ltion as downtowns, after years of 
•';neglect and decay, are beginning to 
,-.,attract new waves of development 
•;that threaten historic buildings. 
.: . Developers contend many of the 
::,ging buildings have little architec­
..-tural value and should be leveled to 
~'.make room for modem structures. 
:::: Preservationists challenge this 
· stand, saying the buildings are part 
· :.of the nation's heritage . 
::,: Grano was spurred to his battle 
<for Rhodes Tavern after a local 

preservationist group, "Don't Tear 
It Down," compromised with the. 
developer, Carr, over the fate of the 
·tavern. 

·: "Don't Teat It Down" agreed to 
.· support Carr's efforts to demolish 

Rhodes Tavern in exchange for 
Carr's agreement to save the beaux 
arts facades of two other buildings 
in the same block. The facades are 

• 

prime examples of 19th-Cehtury 
classical architecture- engaged pil­
lars and arched entrances. 

Grano quit his $20,000-a-year job 
as a lawyer for the Veterans' Pen- • 
slon Board and devoted full time to 
his efforts to save Rhodes Tavern. 

During his fight, Grano rejected 
an alternative that Carr offered: al­
lowing the building to be moved to 
another location. "History is where 
history is made," Grano said. "If you 
move a building somewhere else, 
history no longer exists." 

Although moving the ' ~vern 
. :would be expensive, no one has of­

fered to move it or give an ·estimate 
of the cost. Carr said preserving the 
tavern would cost $1.5 million. 

William Rhodes, one of the city's 
pioneer businessmen, built the 
tavern in· 1799 on swampland within 
sight of what was then called the 
Presidential Palace, later the White 
House. 

The tavern quickly became a 
meeting place and informal town 
hall. It was there that Washington 
citizens first met in 1802 to discuss 
home rule for the District of Col um-· 
bia and to petition Congress for rep­
resentation. 

The tavern was the site for meet­
ings to establish the city's first 

Alaociated Prea 

This is a copy of a poster of original Rhodes Tavern in Washington. 

school system, public market, thea­
ter and militia. Two of Washing­
ton's largest banks, American Se­
curity and Riggs National, were 
started in the tavern in 1814 and 
1840, rekpectively. 

It also was there that, in 1881, af­
ter the tavern had been turned into 
a gun and tackle shop, Charles Gui­
teau. a disappointed officeholder, 
bought the gun he used to assassin­
ate President James A. Garfield. 
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Bit of history tb vanish with tavern 
Preservationists looking for 'a miracle' to save 182-year•old building in nation's capital 

By Robert Engelman 
Washington CorrHponelfnt 

WASH!NGTON - It 's a homely little building, visually 
out of place just east of the White House on a block that is 
scheduled for development into a gleaming high-nae office 

taln to be the final battle to save Rhodes Tavern from 
demolition. A three-judge Court of Appeals panel for the 
District of Columbia ruled that a city official had actP.d 
properly last year when ahe gave the green light to devel-

opers who want to clear 
and hotel complex. · 

But lovers of Washington tJatory fought hard to keep the 
wrecker's ball from swinging through the 182-year-old 
walls of Rhodes Tavern, the oldest commercial building ln J

WednNday} 
ourna 

the site as part of a com­
plex called Metropolitan 
Square. 

The decision effective-.._ _________ _. ly closes a con/lict over town. 
. The three-story structure is the only building along the 
1~augural PB!ade route that has witnessed every presiden­
tial processwn, from Thomas Jefferson's sol!tarv walk 
down Pennsylvania Avenue in 1801 to Ronald Reagan's 

historic preservation that is sometimes played out 
throughout the country when past and future collide on a 
single plot ol city land. 

But the battles are particularly heated in history-minded 
Waahlnltot Strong planning laws carefully weigh both the 

See TAVERN, Page A-1, Cc,l. ~ 
motorcade trip this past January. 

Recently, the preservationistis lo•t what is almost cer-

TAVERN 
Continued from Page A•l 

historical value of landmark buildings 
and the economic value of the forest of 
construction cranes that are almost a 
fixture of this city's downtown sky­
line. 

Elsewhere in Washington, old 
homes have been preserved by the 
dozens, and at least three new office 
complexes - including part of Metro­
politan Square ·- are actually saving 
facades of older buildings and incor­
porating them into modern designs. 
Historical integrity is such a passion 
in Georgetown that developers must 
demonstrate that new buildings com­
plement their Federal Period neigh­
bors before projects can be approved. 

Rhodes Tavern is something of an 
eyesor~ today, a vacant building that 

• most recently housed a souvenir 
store, a fruit market, a newsstand and 
a coffee shop on its street level. I~ 
eroding condition, plus the fact that 
half of it was demolished in 1957 and 
the original interior has long since dis­
appeared, are among the reasons 
cited by those opposed to its preserva­
tion - including at least two preser- · 
vation groups and The Washington 
Post. But consider some of the tav-
ern's history: _ 

. • Its cornerstone was laid at 15th 
and F streets in 1799, the year George 
Washington died, and it was among 
the first handful of buildings rising out 
of the muddy riverbank land that be­
came the nation's capital. It quickly 
turned into a public meeting place, 
where the town 's first civic associa­
tion gathered and residents voted in 
the first city election in 1802. 

• In 1814, British Rear Adm. 
~rge ~CQNtburn rode his horse into 
The tavern; atrode upstairs and ate a 

chicken dinner while watching his in­
vading troops burn the White House 
across 15th Street. 

• Two banks were founded at the 
building, and the National Press Club 
was housed there from 1909 to 1914, 
drawing such visitors as Bat Master­
son to meet Washington reporters. 

• Some years before that, Charles 
J. Guiteau strolled into a gun shop on 
the building 's ground floor and bought 
the pearl-handled revolver he used to 
assassinate President James A. Gar­
field in 1881. 

Some "historical" buildings are 
merely reconstructions from the foun­
dations up. says Joseph N. Grano Jr., 
president of the preservationist Citi­
zens Committee to Save Historic 
Rhodes Tavern. At the same time, he 
grouses, architectural purists refuse 
to side with Rhodes Tavern because 
not much of the original building re­
mains . 

"But all these (historical) people 
were actually inside the building that 
is still standing today," Grano said. 
"They're the same beams, the same 
roof, the same brick walls, the same 
floor boards. That's what makes it 
worthwhile to save, as far as I'm con­
cerned as a person interested in histo­
ry." 

In the attic, he said, his group dis­
covered remnants of a 1793 tavern re-

. ceipt log being used as wall insulation . 
"The fact that it has changed so much 
makes it more evocative, in that it re­
ally has been a commercial building 
all this time," he added. . 

Oliver T. Carr, one of Washington's 
largest office developers and the man 
behind Metropolitan Square, says he 
supports Jiie idea of moving Rhodes 
Tavern to another downtown site- an 
option Grano's group rejected a1 his­
toricall)' inaccurate....: but so far there 
are no immediate plans f~r the 

~ . 

... _ 
structure. . 

Construction on the tavern site is 
still a couple of years away, although 
the northern end of Metropolitan 
Square is already emerging behind 
the facade of a turn-0f-th~entury 
Beaux Arts building. 

Also scheduled to crumble is 
Rhodes Tavern 's neighbor, a still­
functioning tavern and restaurant 
known as the Old Ebbltt Grill in a 
building erected just after the Civil 
War. 

The Old Ebbitt Grill has its own ven­
erable history and wooden bannisters 
buffed by the hands of a century of 
famous Washingtonians and visitors. 
But at least its spirit - and most of its 
19th~entury interior - will live on in 
new quarters in Metropolitan Square. 

Grano concedes that hia committee 
has all but exhausted its options for 
saving the old tavern but he tries to 
make the best of the three-year battle. 

"At least the building is still there; 
they haven 't knocked it down yet, " he 
says. "I believe in miracles." 

l 
I 
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Time running out for Rhodes Tavern/ 
By Clyde H. Penn Jr. 
Los Angeles Times Special 

Washington, D.C. - On the night of Aug. 24, 
1814, British Adm. George Coc~burn sat by a sec­
ond-story window in Rhodes Tavern, a substantial 
structure two blocks from the White House, and 
blew out the candles on his dinner table. 

"I'd rather dine by the light emerging from the 
Presidential Palace," Cockburn said as he watched 
the mounting flames in the White House. Redcoats · 
he had led had set the fires in a raid on Washing­
ton that marked Britain's most spectacular land 
victory in the War of 1812. 

Today, the White House is still around and so is 
Rhodes Tavern at 15th and F. Streets N.W., in 
Washington. 

But the tavern may not last long. 

Threatened with demolition 
The dingy 182-year-old structure, where presi­

dents and membe1s of Congress dined and debat­
ed, is threatened with demolition unless Joseph 
Grano wins his fight to save it. 

Grano, a 32-year-old lawyer, is chairman of the 
Citizens Committee to Save Historic Rhodes Tav­
ern, a virtually one-man effort to keep the struc­
ture from falling victim to the wrecking ball. 

"Rhodes Tavern tells the history of Washington 
from the growth of a little village on a swamp to a 
city that has become the world's capital," Grano 
said. "Rhodes Tavern is of national significance. It 
should be saved." 

Oliver T. Carr, a developer who has been 
changing Washington's skyline with ,his 
"superblocks," has other plans for the land 
Rhodes Tavern occupies. Carr is constructing Met­
ropolitan Square, a $100 million office, hotel and 
shopping mall complex. 

Carr's plans call for demolishing the building 
unless someone agr~es to move it. "The publicly- · 
approved plans do not include the tavern," Carr 
said. "We will keep our minds open to two op­
tions: demolition or removal." 

Results disappoint him 
For three years, Grano has been fighting to keep 

the stucco-covered structure from being torn 
down. So far, the results have disappointed him. 

He has lost five major battles: two with the Dis­
trict of Columbia City Council, one with the Dis­
trict of Columbia Superior Court, and two with 
the Court of Aooeals. The decisions h11vP. hP.P.n 

I
·.·., 

:::::: . -; " ·•. 

A VIRTUAL one-man battle is being fought 
by Joseph Grano, a 32-year-old lawyer, to 
preserve and restore historic Rhodes Tavern, 

which is threatened with demolition. Gra 
who has lost five decisions, is appealin~ 
the nation for support. 
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' Design solution by architect Darre~ Rippet ~ati. 

tl/uJ. · tS !ht bd!ir cxa,,,f/t of urban cfas,(jn ? 
Proposed design by Skidmore, Owings and Merrill : 
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Fe ruary 9 , 1982 

Dear Mrs. Ct.ester: 

I have cen asked to thank you for your 
ind invitation to tt-c President and 

t }rs .. Rea_.,an t.o et tend the Corcoran Ball 
on i•riday, April 23 , 1982 . 

Re~rettably , they will be unable to join 
you on this occasion, ut do · nt you to 
know cf their appreciatio for your 
thoughtfulness. The send you ti'eir 
best wishes. 

Sinc(.roly , 

Cregory J . ~owell 
~pee.la! Assistant 
to tho Presidcmt 

Mr . Jo.n Chapman Chc~tcr 
Corcoran Ball Chaiman 
The ·or::en • s CoJ!lr.-,i ttec 

o! ~he Corcor~n G llery of Art 
Washington, o.c. 20006 

GJN/MR/las --

I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

,January 27, )981 

r} Yu' C-/L~; 
Dear /.1;;,,,F 

I have been asked to thank you for your 
kind invitation to the President and 
Mrs. Reagan ~ ..t- ~e,...,_,.__..., 13 

Regrettably, they 
~ '"? .....--1-(..A_ c;_ 

but do warit you to know of their appre­
ciation for your thoughtfulness . They · 
send you their best wishes. 

Isl 
Ill 
Ill 

GJN :?'iR: Isl 
isiiili e 

Sincerely, 

Gregory J. Newell 
Special Assistant 
to the President 

s. Reagan \ 

' , 
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November 6, 1981 

The President and Mrs. Reagan 
The White House 

049 01 0 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear President and Mrs. Reagan: 

On behalf of the Women's Committee of the Corcoran 
Gallery of Art, I want to tell you how very pleased the Com­
mittee is that you have so graciously consented to be Honorary 
Patrons for the 27th Annual Corcoran Ball . 

The Connnittee extends to you a most warm and cordial 
invitation to attend the Ball on Friday. April 23 , 1982. It 
would be our honor to welcome you- to this gal a event which is 
made all the more special by your interest. 

May we suggest that your attendance at this function in 
the heart of the Nation's Capital would provide visible and sym­
bolic evidence of your connnitment and that of your administra­
tion to support of the arts through private rather than public 
funds. 

Again, we are deeply grateful for your willingness to 
sponsor this occasion and know that your personal interest in 
the Ball will contribute in a major way to its success. 

With best wishes and renewed thanks on behalf of the 
Women's Committee, I remain 

Sincerely, 

Clara M. Chester 
(Mrs. John Chapman Chester) 

Corcoran Ball Chairman 



PATRONS 

Mrs. Aliza Begin 
Honorary President 

Prof. Aharon Jehuda Beller 
Hadassah Hospital, 
Jerusalem 

~~!,,.,Q,~~IATION FOR 1HE REHABILITATION QE THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED 

August 6th, 1981 

Mrs. Nancy Reagan 
First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 
U.S.A. 

~Cf:l/-vS-

Mr. Pinhas Eylon Dear Mrs. Reagan, 
Chairman of the Union 
of Local Authoirities in Israel 

Prof.AriehHarel I am writing this letter on a subject which is, 
Director of the Municipal 
& Government Medical Center, I am sure, important to both of us. 
Tel-Aviv 

Mr. Abraham Harman 
President 
of the Hebrew University, 
Jerusalem 

Dr. Reuben Hecht 
Advisor to Prime Minister 
and General Director 
of "Dagon" Silo, Haifa 

Mr. Ernest I. Japhet 
Chairman of the Board 
& Chief Executive 
Bank Leumi Leisrael 

Mrs. Orah Namir 
M.K. Chairman of Education 
& Culture Committee 
of the Knesset 

Rabbi Menahem Porush 
M.K. Chairman of the Labour 
& Social Committee 
of the Knesset 

Prof. Shimon Sachs 
Head of the 
Special Education Section 
Tel-Aviv University 

Mr. Moshe Schnitzer 
President of 
the Israel Diamond Exchange 

Mr. Joseph Zalmanov 
Chairman of AKIM - Israel 

--

Our children are our hope and pride. No human 
duty is more sacred than the care for a child and its wel­
fare. To ensure that all children have a real chance in 
life, love for them shpuld be translated into action. 

Among the children there are those who need our 
special attention. These are the physically and mentally 
handicapped. To conclude the International Year of the 
Disabled 1981, we are planning a special event in the 
United States, sometimes during December 1981. 

( 
As President of AKI an Israeli organization 

for the rehabilitation of the mentally han icappea chilo.­
ren, and a chairman of the International Year for Disabled 
1gs1 I hoRe ~ou will extend your patronage towards this 
special event. It will be called "Blue Rose", as the book 
oy er a idein, about a special child. I find this book 
the best ever written about handicapped children. I am 
sure you will enjoy this little, wonderful book as I did, 
authographed for you:f by the author. 

Sincerely, 

·cJ~ 
X 

116, A LLENBY ST., TEL AVIV, ISRAEL, TEL : 03-624252-3 

BANK LEUMI LE-ISRAEL BM. BRANCH, 13 ECHAD-HAAM STREET, TEL-AVIV AC. • 2 
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ALISA BEGIN 

Mrs. Nancy Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D,C, 

Dear Mrs. Reagan, 

Jerusalem, August 21, 1981 

I am writing this letter on a subject 
which is, I am sure, important to both of us, 

Our children are our hope and pride. 
No human duty is more sacred than the care for 
a child and its welfare. To ensure that all child­
ren have a real chance in life, love for them 
should be translated into action. 

Among the children there are those who 
need our special attention. These are the physically 
and mentally handicapped, To conclude the Inter­
national Year of the Disabled 1981, we are planning 
a special event in the United States, sometimes 
during December 1981. 

In my capacity as president of AKIM, an 
Israeli organization for the rehabilitation of the 
mentally handicapped children, and a chairman of 
the International Year of the Disabled 1981, may 
I express the hope that you will agree to extend 
your patronage towards this special event. It will 
be called "Blue Rose," as the book by Gerda Klein, 
about a special child. I find this book the best 
ever written about handicapped children. I am sure 
you will enjoy this little, wonderful book as I did, 
autographed for you by the author. 
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n:h 19 , 1981 

Sh th nr.w yo fort in in of h~r, n join e in 
sending yo t 'she er ucce~ ful cv t . 

i nc r ly, 

Ann ·roble i 
Dir-ct or, S ci l Proj cts 
Office of the irst L dy 

i 
)( . 

. ~ . P tric • s 1.l y , ?re ident 
h ¥..p Hi 1 Cho ale 

6703 Surrcywoo 
i;· hi gt n, n.c . 20034 
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THE WHITE HOUSE ~ ? 

WASHINGTON • -~ 
April 21 

Nina -

We have been holding a great 
number of requests to the 
President to accept honorary 
membership or serve as Honorary 
Chairman or Sponsor . 

Just recently it was definitely 
decided that except in very 
important instances all these 
invitations to him would be 
regretted on basis of a policy 
he has established to regret 
in all instances unless his 
active participation is possible. 

Alas, this letter to Mrs. Reagan 
was in that batch and it is addressed 
to the First Lady asking her 
to serve as Hon . Chairman - certainly, 
the invitation insofar as the 
President is concerned must be 
regretted . 

r->~ 
Mary Rawlins 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 





-
Michael: 

Please call Ioy Harris, General 
Chairman of this benefit, and ask 
him if he can detail the program 
for you. Will there be dinner 
s:1:?eakers? Will the recepients o~ 
the awards be present to accept? 
What tine is the program expected 
to ooncltrle. I a :oo ?/\.1. 
TR 
3/12 
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THE PAUL HILL CHORALE• NATIONAL CHORAL FOUNDATION, INC. 

3 SURREYWOOD LA E, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20034 • (301 ) 365-2770 

Mrs. Ronald Reagan 
The Whi t e House 
Was h i ngt on , DC 20500 

M 

February 28 , 1981 

The Board of Di r ectors of the National Choral Foundation has instit ted an 
awards program to recognize outstanding contributions to the develop::tent 
and enhancement of the performing arts in the nation's capital. The d i s ­
t i nguished recipients of this year's awards will be Roger L. St evenl:L, 
Pat rick Hayes, ~v Rostropovich Mayor Marion Barry, Peggy Coo~r, 
and Col. C. Haskell Small. ,,.. . 6 of0. (.1.NV"1 f»., 

7;00 - v.00 r ""'-
I am honored to invite yo~ ue as HoE£_rary CpatI.llliID for the ~ala dinn~ 
program in the Atrium ~ the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performi ng Ar t s 
starting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, May 4, 1981, _when we will recognize these 
six great Ameri ca;s. The evening will begin with a reception followed by 
d inner, entkrtainment, and the formal presentation program, when we will 
highlight the outstanding contributions they have made to the performi ng 
arts in Washington. 

The evening's program is planned also as a benefit to help support the 
Foundation's work, which includes the annual programming of the Paul Hill 
Chorale and the Washington Singers. Both groups regularly perform at the 
Kennedy Center as well as elsewhere in this area and around the country, 
under the baton of Paul Hill and a long list of distinguished guest 
conductors. 

~, 
We are looking forward to ,a very special eveni£g, and we hope you will accept ------~,~ur invitation to serve as ~r~~y Chairmd:-certainly we also i nvi te you 

1and President Reagan to join us and be our guests for the evening's f ~s-
tiv:Ltri! · you or your staff have any particular questions that we may 
~se ontact Mr. Roy Harris, General Chairman of the gala benefit, 

~ -,., ... ,.,,_ . ,,,.,. .. ,,...,.- ~ 

Thank you for considering our request. 

cc: Mrs. Muffie Brandon 
Paul Hill 
Roy Harris 

~~l~,. / r~a-
Patricia A. Bailey ~ 
President / 
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Boe L IV I NGSTON 

1ST D I STRICT 

LOU I S I A N A 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 20515 

December 2, 1981 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have served the First Congressional 
District of Louisiana for four and one half 
years now, and I can truthfully say that the 
last eleven months have been the absolute 
highlight of that period. It is a pleasure 
to serve under you and to work for your 
policies. Being a member of Trent Lott's 
Whip Organization gives me an even greater 
sense of value and accomp lishment. 

In the same vein, I want to offer my 
most sincere thanks for the kind letter 
you sent wishing me well in my bid for re­
election. You are extremely popular in 
my part of the world, and your endorsement 
will go a long way in helping me to stay 
here and help implement your olicies. 
Thank you very much. 

Sine 

RO RT L . LI VI NGSTON 
Member of Congress 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON , D . .C. 20410 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR 
PO LIC Y DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH 

JA 1982 

-crJ- 7 -- • a 

A- 'i ;}_I !I/I(; 't 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

/! 
7r1-- 7(.S- <f 

&1 3s 
Mr . Brook 8. Ellis 
71 West V n Buren 
Chicago , Illinois 6 605 

Dear r r. El 11 s: 

Your letter to , icha 1 Deaver concerning your proposed "Chica o Ex erirnent0 

has be n referred to this office, since have been working on the Administra-
tion ' s enterpris zone program, in conjunction wi t e hie House nd other 
ex cutive br nch agencf s . It has been necess ry to plan the progra carefull ~ 
and w are in the f1nal ages of our effort . e expect an announc nt by 
t e r side t shortly o t, program. 

T ris zone concept deigned to provide Federal su for 
loc l _ int iatm ~ Th rinci al el ments of the Pre dent ' s noliti a 

conorn1c philosop y re to rn deci 1 nm 1ng t local and 
nm s remove as many disince · t · 
b1 T such e o u e 
oc an ental con authori tie 
• ve n his er nse ou 

most fr ful re forts is the loc 1 c un 
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cc: Sally Ke l1y 
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E. s. Savas 

rica for 



• . - . . 
_, 

• 

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

DECEMBER 8, 1981 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF OOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

ACTION REC(JESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 051330 

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED NOVEMBER 4, 1981 

TO: MICHAEL DEAVER 

FROM: MR. BROOK B. ELLIS 
71 WEST VAN BUREN 
CHICAGO IL 60605 

SUBJECT: WRITER HAS A PLAN FOR URBAN ECONOMIC 
RENEWAL - "THE CHICAGO EXPERIMENT" 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REC(JIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
( OR DRAFT) TO : . 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 62, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF PGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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Michael K. Deaver 
Assistant to the President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Deaver, 

November 4, 1981 

051 330 

Thank-you for your letter of encouragement, concerning my proposed experi­
ment in supply-side stimulated urban economic growth. 

You recommended in your letter, that I become active in local and state 
political affairs. Fortunately, an opportunity has presented itself for 
me to comply with that order, and simultaneously implement my plan. 

Kindly at your convenience, examine the enclosed material. I am confident 
that the information contained will be of interest to President Reagan. 

During September of 1981, while refering to his financial aid policy towards 
Lower Developed Countries; President Reagan said, "Unless a nation puts its' 
own financial and economic house in order, no amount of aid will produce 
progress." 

As you know, this is a very profound statement from the President of a 
country, that has not yet finalized the "Free-Enterprise Zone" program. 
The bill re-introduced in the House by u.s. Representatives, J. Kemp and 
B. Garcia, (6/81) is the perfect solution for Urban America. Vhy is the 
administration procrastinating? The PEOPLE of America are demanding and 
need a Showcase for free-market stimulated economic development. The "Chicago 
Experiment" will satisfy this need. 

At the President's personal request, David Rockefeller formed a working 
group of 24 blue-chip American business leaders. They gave Jamaica technical 
& financial advice, and promoted private investment in the country. In add­
ition, the u.s. government gave Jamaica important trade advantages and un­
precedented tariff breaks. 

Mr. Deaver, how is it that you can advise President Reagan to take bold and 
aggressive steps, such as these in Jamaica; yet you hedge and exercise cau­
tion, when it comes to recommending a program that is sure to generate long­
term economic development here in the United States of America. 

Honorable Sir, you are the President's confidant and key public relations 
advisor. You, above all others, should be able to grasp the potential public 
appeal of the "Chicago Experiment." This project will give President Reagan 
something tangible to refer to, when questioned on his emerging policy to­
wards Urban Economic Renewal. The President will cherish a project like this 
in 12.§!. The "Chicago Experiment" will give Black America, a much needed 
"Vision of Hope!" Furthermore, the "Chicago Experiment" will provide a skep­
tical American electorate, with a prototype of the power of Free- arket forces 
to generate self-sustaining, long-term urban economic expansion. 
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If the United States Government, can grant Jamaica, a foreign sovereignty, 
special concessions to stimulate economic prosperity. Then I am sure you 
can encourage the President, to lend his stamp of approval to this endeavor; 
which has the power to mobilize our greatest resources here at home. Every 
new invention needs a model, or pilot if you prefer. The "Chicago Experiment" 
is the President's PlliOT .QE. PROSPERITYt 

Acquire or me, a formal letter of support from President Reagan; I will do ~ 
everything else. I will attract NEW MONEY and NEW BUSINESS to the target area. 
The E1i SMALL BUSINESSES created will produce NEW JOBS and NEW RESPONSIBILITIES 
for the formerly unemployed. The target area will experience unprecedented 
vitality and growth. With your assistance, Mr. Deaver, I estimate a 60% pro­
bability of complete success, a 25% probability of qualified success, and a 
15% probability of failure. The "Chicago Experiment" is potential dynamite. 
You, ICHAEL li• DEAVER, possess the POWER to light the fuse. 

The immortal illiam Shakespeare, has said; 11 See first that the design is 
wise and just; that ascertained, pursue it resolutely." The 'Chicago Exper­
iment' is wise , is just, and is exactly the type of symbol America is wait­
ing for. • Deaver, you are a superior man of massive responsibility. If, 
it is true that, "there is no attribute of the superior man greater than 
his ability to help other men to practice virtue;" then I must challenge you 
tovpronounce your SUPERIORITY! NOW! Help me to implement this virtuous pro­
ject. Help me to awaken America's sleeping capital resources. Help me to 
resuscitate America's Dreamt Mr. Deaver, the time for us to AQ1 is !iQ!! 

11 TO LEAD IS TO 

~.:;.;;..;~~:;:;;..._~=LJ 
BROOK.B. ELLIS 
71 WEST VAN BUREN 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60605 

GAGE IN AN ACT WHICH INITIATES A STRUCTURE IN THE 

INTERACTION OF OTHERS AS PART OF THE PROCESS OF SOLVING A MUTUAL 

PROBLEM." 



CONFIDENTIAL / 

TO: ~1ICHAEL DEAVER 
THADDEUS GARRETT 
GEORGE GILDER 
FRANKL IN THOMAS 

FROM : oROOK ELLIS 

DATE: OCTOBER 10, 1981 

PAUL H. ANDERSON 
THOMAS SOWELL 
RICHARD LESHER 
SAMUEL PIERCE 

SUBJECT: PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR COOK COUNTY REGION 

SPECIAL MEMORANDUM 

Dear Sirs, 

"Nobody's ever too big to listen to a deal. If you want t@. survive you got to 
look as if you're giving, not getting, offering, not asking. A survivor 
seduces the world, fo r he believes in all the possibilities. The true survivor 
is an eternal optimist about himself and his country." 

111 am a committed, unapologetic supporter of President Reagan's economic 
program." I have read, with enthusiasm, various articles highlighting your 
accomplishments. Your efforts in selling the supply-side religion are 
commendable, and have provided me with much inspiration. I am an achiever, 
am highly competitive and professionally trained to sell (see resume). God did 
not create me to live my life in a vicarious manner. I wish to do my share. I 
desire to be out there on the battlefield with you. 

In a correspondence dated 7/22/81, Michael K. Deaver, Assistant to the President, 
recommended that I become active in local and state political affairs (see 
enclosures). A golden opportunity has arisen for me to do just that~ The Cook 
County Community Economic Development Association has created a position for a 
program director. This position is tailor-made for my plan. The supply-side 
mandate shall prevail. This is the chance to demonstrate to a skeptical :electorate 
the efficacy of Reaganomics. Faith in the religion is not sufficient. We must 
also exercise expertise and leadership. I wish to take on the challenge / opportun­
ity to teach supply side economics to an economically and functionally illerate 
black electorate. 

The immortal Confucius said, "The people may 
but they may not be made to understand it." 
supports, I have ways of selling Reagonomics 
you! 

be made to follow a path of action, 
As the enclosed material clearly 
to the black masses that will amaze 

Leslie Lenkowsky says, " I t doesn't take a lot of money to make a difference". I 
agree, however, I seek not your money. Fo r, "I have ways of making money you 
know nothing of". Thomas Sowell says, "in an economy, it is not the superficial 
possession of knowledge in the abstract that counts, but the effective application 
of it". Lend me your knowledge and support, allow me to apply it in ways you have 
dreamed of. 
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I seek not your money, your power, or your fame; I want more. 1 want you to 
place your reputation on the line in support of my program. I'll be your 
"J ull Headed Brewer"! Yo u know I can do it! Peruse the enclosed material. 
Confucius also said, "Without knowing the force of words, it is impossible 
to know men". 

Bxamine ~ through my literature. I will not disappoint you. This plan 
merits your support. Send a formal letter of endorsement or call Dr. Robert 
L. J ack, Director, Community Economic Development Association, 624 Michigan 
Ave., Chicago, I llinois 60606, 312/435-6900. 

As a man who realizes the shortness of his life, and fully understands the 
immensity of his purpose, I eagerly await your positive response. 

A fellow soldier in the supply-side army. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brook B. Ellis 
71 West Van Buren 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 

110nly with economic growth and free enterprise can we ensure the expansion 
of economic and social opportunities which will benefit all Americans". 

President Ronald Reagan 
Growth Day: April 15, 1981 
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October 5, 1981 

Director: Dr . Robert L . Jack 
Community Economic Development Association 
624 • .S. Michigan Avenue 
Chica g o , Illinois 60 606 

RE : Program Development Director 
Cook County Region 

Dear Sir, 

"Consumers respond to the creative experiments of business. Just 
as voters respond to the creative experiments of politicians. 
The will of the people is often no more spontaneous or free of 
elite initiative and manipulation in politics, than in economics. 
Democratic masses cannot be generative or creative; they can 
merely react and ratify. They affirm or reject the creative 
offerings of entrepreneurs in both business and politics. " 

My experience and training in community organizing and economic 
development qualifies me for this unique position. I am perfect 
for this position because I possess strong interpersonal skills, 
excellent written/oral communication skills, and I WANT THIS JOB 
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE . 

My mandate is to orchestrate an unprecedented program of urban 
renewal . . With your faith and support; we will transform the 
economically depressed Cook County Region; into the prototype for 
urban renewal and economic development in the United States. 

Kindly at your convenien ce, examine the enclosed material. If, as 
I hope, you determine that my credentials merit further investiga­
tion, contact me immediately. I am prepared to make you an offer 
that will be hard to refuse. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brook B. Ellis 
71 West Van Buren 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 
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Assignment: 

Situation: 

THE CHICAGO EXPERIMENT 

Re juvination of an economically depressed community . 

"Enterprise , in fact, seems most improbable where it 
is most needed: in a depressed or undeveloped economy 
with l ow "d e mand " and little evidence of opportunity. 
How ve ntures e merge under these conditions is a key 
question of economics. " 

Life at the Cabrini-Green housing project is 
" solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short. " 

Cabrini-Green is the residence of approximately 
14,545 Black Americans with an average annual income 
of $4,500. Due to the fact that 14% of the families 
received more than one type of public assistance or 
pension. 114% of the residents receive some sort of 
public ass istance and 75 % of the households are headed 
by a single woman. The rate of annual serious crime 
(reported) is a disgraceful 86 per 1000 persons. 
Dur ing the first quarte r of 1981 there were 11 killings 
resulting from open warfare by gang members over turf. 
Prostitution, narcotics , and gambling turf. The 
maintenance and sanitary services of the facilities 
has been totally inadequate creating facilities rampant 
with roaches, mi ce , rats and other infectious vermin. 
Once ensconced i n one of these publicly subsidized units 
the residents fail to see the benefits of the puritan 
ethic: work, savings , investments, private ownership of 
property and purposeful future planning. Ambition is a 
foreign term for them as the view of life in Cabrini­
Green is a sentence to perpetual proverty. For these 
people, life has become synonomous with death. 

Objectives: 1-Utilize my oral , written, selling and negotiating skil l s 
to organize community support for a Free Enterprise 
Zone designation. 

2-Have the application for the Zone approved by Samuel 
Pierce, Secretary HUD . 

3-Develop needs assessment surveys, evaluate existing 
services , compile data on employable workforce. Then 
use these statistics, to encourage new business 
development and stimulate existing business expan sion in 
the area. 

4-Crime and unemployment rate reduction will be a direct 
residual of the success of this program. 

0 
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Plan: The real and permenant solution to any problem can 
only be found at the source. The problem lies in 
the minds of the people who inhabit the area. 
"People are the common denominator of all progress. 
So no improvement is possible with unimproved 
people; advance is certain when people are liberated 
and educated. Conquest of illiteracy must come first. " 
My program will concentrate on four (4) areas. 

1- Development of language and reading skills. "All 
American ethnic groups in the past rose out of poverty 
partly by learning English and down playing their own 
languages." 

2- Faith in the future (ambition). "Upward mobility is 
at least partly dependent on upward admiration; on an 
accurate perception of the nature of the contest and 
a respect for the previous winners of it." 

3- I mportance of a Traditional Family Structure (father 
headed household). "By making optional the male 
provider role, welfare weakens and estranges the 
prime mover in upward mobility. The father's bread­
winner duties must be defined and affirmed by the 
culture. " 

4- Virtue of Hard Work 
"Most i mportant of all, every successful ethnic group 
in our history rose up by working harder than other 
classes in low-paid jobs, with a vanguard of men in 
entrepreneurial roles. " 

These people will be taught the American language. Only then will 
they understand the rules, laws and institutions of Capitalism. I 
will lead by example. Theywill no longer be content with public 
assistnace. They will strive to achieve the benefits of a free­
market economy. There will always be inequalities in the distribu­
tion of income and benefits. There must be haves and have nots. 
This is universal law. If you are a have not;you can never become 
a have by accepting government hand-outs. Capitalism provides only 
one mechanism to take a man from the depths of poverty into.the gates 
of prosperity: Competition in the market place. Supply and demand 
grants us all a way out. Yes, capitalism discriminates. The market 
discriminates according to price. I, with your help, can teach t he m 
the value of Human capital. Only then as self-actualizing, self­
relying individuals will they price themselves into and eventually 
to the top of the labor market.. 

"Redemption through struggle, has been the history of America. There 
is no alternative. In the 1980's as before, the greatest economic 
gains will go to groups who sweat and save and create their own work. " 

- 2 -



This plan will work. Let us meet this challenge as a unified team 
and move on , so other achieveme n t can be made. This is our mandate . 
This is our province . Let us act now! 

Ma y I re ind you : "Our greatest and only resource is the miracle of 
huma creativity in a relation of openness to the divine. It is a 
resource that above all we should deny neither to the poor, who can 
be ost open of all to the future, nor to the rich or excellent of 
individuals, who can lend leadership, imagination, and wealth to the 
cause of beneficial change. " 

Respectfully submitted, 

& u r-1-lc__ /~ -!_/tf~_) 
Brook B. Ellis* 
October , 1981 

*I believe that " Free-enterprise bus iness is the only engine that 
has been developed so far that encourages people to be highly 
innovative, to develop new products and processes. " No one has yet 
ceveloped a substitute that approaches , much less surpasses , its 
long term, consistent capacity to provide the g reatest good for the 
g reatest number . 

" 

- 3 -
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Sex: 
Born: 
Nationality: 
Marital Status: 

Education: 

RESUME: BROOK B. ELLIS - OCTOBER - 1981 

Male 
December 31, 1954 - Bronx, NYC 
American (Jamaican decent) 
Married 

Bradley University 
72 earned credit hours 

HT: 5 '10" 

Major: Economics/Urban Development 

WT: 170 lbs. 

Professional Objective: To combine my human capital with other men of 
creative vision and a commitment to the future 
to preserve and develop the free enterprise system, 
which in my opinion has been the fundemental factor 
in making the United States a powerful nation of 
free people. 

Work Experience: Sales Representative - 12/78 - 1/80 
Xerox Corporation, Oakbrook, Il. 

I was assigned to a geographic territory, after 
completing a ten week sales training program. My 
responsibilities are to prospect the territory, 
generate new sales and maintain existing accounts 
in the highly competitive plain paper copier 
market. Compensation plan consists of a generous 
base salary supported by commissions and lucrative 
bonus incentive for high performance. 

Sales Representative - 5/78 - 11/78 
Savin Corporation, Chicago, Il. 

Responsible for generating new sales and maintaining 
existing accounts in the highly competitive Chicago 
Loop area. Compensation plan was straight commission. 
I participated in and received a certificate for a 
4 week pressure intensive sales training course. 

Pricing Analyst - 4/77 - 5/78 
Catepillar Tractor Corporation, Peoria, Il. 

Primary responsibilities was to develope new prices 
(using corporate pricing formulas) for special 
machine replacement parts. 

Research Analyst - 9/75 - 8/76 
Westchester, New York 
U.S. Dept. of Commerce - Office of Minority 
Business Enterprise 

Responsible for the dissemination of information to 
small business administration loan applicants. 
Participated in all phases of the SBA Loan packag­
ing process. 

Assistant to Executive Director - Summer of 1975 
New Rochelle 
Economic Development Corporation 

Assigned to special projects. Coordinated Manage­
ment Information Systems. Distribution of .payroll. 

(Reference furnished upon request) 



Work Experience: 

Page 2 of 2 

RESUME: BROOK B. ELLIS - OCTOBER-1981 

Gladiator: Darwinian School of Survival 

I have spent the last twenty months incarcerated 
within the Dept. of Corrections. During this 
period of isolation I developed my body to the 
peak of physical conditioning. Simultaneously 
I worked on a program to increase my capacity for 
rational thought. I read approximately 210 non­
fiction books. Topics included: Self Improvement, 
Inspirational, International Finance, Urban 
Development & Economics. However, it was from 
reading the biographies of great men of wealth 
that the greatest benefits were derived. 

As a result I have concluded that the "primary object of education is the 
formation of character." That "there are little differences between men, 
however it is these little differences that are of the greatest importance." 
".The ultimate strength and crucial weakness of both capitalism and 
democracy are their reliance on individual creativity, courage, leadership, 
morality, intitution, and faith. And the man who shapes the future must 
live ever in doubt a n d thus strive on faith. " My mandate is to put through 
an unprecedented scheme of urban renewal , and remake a major black 
community. "Once you rehabilitate the man, you rehabilitate his world. " 

r, 



J ohn E. Swearingen 
Chairman a nd Chief Executive Officer 
St a ndard Oil of Indiana 
200 East Randolph Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

Dear Sir, 

Oc tob e r 12, 1981 

"The moment has arrived, when the American Business Community must become 
a leader, rather than a follower in the identification and solution of 
our nation's challenges. LJe must meet our social responsibilities sooner 
and more massively and aggressively than we are now!" 

David Rockefeller 

As a committed, unapologetic supporter of President Reagan's economic 
program, I am convinced that we seek similar solutions to cure this 
country 's economi c ills. Enclosed is a package proposing, what I believe 
to be, a viable e xperiment in supply-side stimulated urban economic 
renewal. 

Confident that a project of this calibur merits your endorsement and 
support, may I suggest that you allow your ambition and vision to dictate 
the appropriate course of action. 

You are a leader, a man of massive accomplishment and a Republican Party 
Stalwart. You know that "There is nothing more perilous to conduct, or 
more uncertain in its success, than to take the lead in the introduction 
of a new order of things." 

As an aspiring Republican and supply-side soldier, I will continue to re­
main in your loyal service. In closing, may I remind you that I eagerly 
await your further instructions. 

A fellow soldier in the supply-side army. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brook B. Ellis 
71 West Van Buren 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 

"Only with economic growth and free enterprise can we ensure the expansion 
of economic and social opportunities which will benefit all American' s ." 

c c: Charles J. DeBonna 
Robert L. Bartley 
Robert P. :~eim 

President Ronald Reagan 
Growth Day: April 15, 1981 



THE WHITE HOUSE. 

WAS HING TO N 

Jul y 22, 1981 

Dear Mr. Ellis: 

It was good of you to take the time to bring your views 
on supply-s ide economics to my attention. Your support 
of t he policies of this Admini~tration is deeply appre­
ciated by everyone in the White House. 

I read your suggested experiment with great interest. 
However, I am afraid that such action as you propose 
will not be contemplated until after the President's 
Program for Economic Recovery has been passed by 
Congress. Thris, I can not be too optimistic for the 
near future. 

I would encourage you, however, to become active in 
local and state polit ical affairs. I am sure that 
with your talents a n d ideals you could mak e a lasting 
and important contribut i on. There is much that each 
of us can do to i mprov e t h e quality of life in America 
and I am sure tha t y o u r ef f orts in this direction 
would be far from t h e least among many . 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

MICHAEL K. DEAVER 
Assistant to the President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 



TO:. GOVERNOR JAMES THOMPSON 
U.S .. REP. JACK KEMP 
PRESIDENTIAL COUNSELOR EDWIN MEESE 

FROM: BROOK ELLIS 

DATE: JULY 1071981 

PRESIDENT'S c.D.s. JAMES BAKER 
DEPurY C.O.S. MICHAEL DEAVER 
DOMESTIC POLICY ADVISOR MARTIN ANDERSON 

SUBJECT: SELLING PRESIDENT REAGAN'S "SUPPLY SIDE" ECONOMIC PACKAGE TO THE ELECTORATE. 

SPECIAL MEMORANDUM 

" What is really necessary to the system is that the GOP becomes the dominant 
party in America during the 1980s. The GOP is the party of growth, and growth 
must dominate redistribution in the decade ahead. Republicans must commit them­
selves boldly and relentlessly to real economic expansion, and to the growth of 
opportunity •• It is time for the Republican party to take its show on the react.• 

( U.S. Representative JACK F. KEMP) 

" The problem lies not in conservative ideas, but in their communication. If only 
conservatives could 'GEI' THEIR STORY OUT•, the fundemental problem lies not in 
the conservative politician or the electorate, but in their medium of exchange." 

( Economist/ Author JUDE WANNISKI ) 

President Reagan's "Supply Side" economic package does have the power to stimul­

ate long-tenn economic growth and expansion. The spending cuts, stable money-sup­

ply growth, and regulatory refonn are essential, if we are to achieve the " AMER­

lf&i RENAISSANCE." However, only with the creation of a benevolent legal and pub­

lic mood can this ~ CAPTI'ALISM function safely. 

In 1896 Mark Hanna promised the electorate prosperity if William McKinley became 

President. He organized Big Business as a cohesive political entity. McKinley was 

elected President, and prosperity came. Conquest of the depression was possible 

only by reviving business expansion. The "OVERWHELMING DEMONSTRATION" was too much 

for a people who had been hungry for too long. Thus, it was because of Mark Hanna 

the Promoter, that the GOP became known as the "Party Of Prosperity", and the the­

o ry that ; PROSPERTI'Y IS INEXTRICABLY TIED UP WITH THE DOMIN AT ION OF GOVERNMENT BY 

BUSINESS was wondrously stamped upon the public mind. 
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The Reagan economic package is viably sound,. and supported: by empirical fact. 

But as you know some peoples' m:inds cannot be changed by simply show:ing the facts; 

the facts must be presented :in an atmosphere which suggests a social reward for 

chang:ing ones opinion. The electorate demands a demonstration of the product. It 

is your obligation_ as the creator· of the " PACKAGE," to show a skeptical public 

how certa:in features of the n- PACKAGE II will, upon implementation, be translated 

into tangible benefits for the entire population. You need the services of a pro­

moter of IDEAS:. ' A MASTER SALESMAN.' Someone who not only sells, but also :initiates. 

Someone who follows through, tends and nutures; who :insem:inates, raises to maturity, 

and also harvests. Only ' A MAsrER SALESMAN ' like Mark Hanna can provide the elect­

orate with an II OVERWHELMING DEl<lONSTRATION." 

Your promoter must not only have a thorough lmowledge of the :inter-relationships 

of· all the " Supply Side " concepts. It is essential that he also understands the 

attitudes, culture, and language of the electorate. Seventy-five percent of the Amer­

ican public earn $25,000.00 per year or less. Your" MASTER SALESMAN II must be able 

to lead and influence this segment of the electorate. The man :in the street should 

f:ind :in him qualities and powers of other men in the street. He will be able to lead 

and influence the Common Man because he has :in transcendent degree the qualities and 

powers of Common ~. As Legal, Political, and Social Scientist you are aware that 

11 GOD HAS GRJ\l'.l'"TED TO EVERY PEOPLE A PROPHEI' IN ITS OWN TONGUE. " ( HOLY KOR.AN ) 

Such a man is wanted. Such a man is needed. SUCHi A MAN HAS ARRIVED!!! I have re­

cently read, " Wealth And Poverty "- George Gilder, 11 The Way The World Works " by 

Jude Wanniski, " An American Renaissance "- U .s. REPRESENT AT IVE Jack Kemp, 11 Know­

ledge & Decisions"- Thomas Sowell,and" The Economics of the Tax Revolt 11- Arthur 

Laffer/Jan Seymour. These authors are brilliant economists, who argue very persuas­

ively on paper. The imperative was obvious: I am completely sold on the efficacy of 

the " Supply Side " package. Therefore,:i,t is my patriotic duty, to use my talents 
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and sell II REAGANOMICS " to my peers: the electorate. I think it was the immortal 

William Shakespeare who said: " See first that the design is wise and just; that 

ascertained, pursue it resolutely." I wish to become your • Advance Agent of Pros­

perity.• I will sell FREE ENTERPRISE AS AN ENTERPRISE IN FREEOOM. 

My plan calls for an experiment utilizing all the integral elements of your econ­

omic package. Reagan's - California Workfare, Kemp/Garcia - Urban Free Enterprise 

Zone, Sowell/Williams - Minimum Wage Reform, Stockman/Laffer - Tax Cuts, Wanniski's 

- Theory of Marginality, and most importantly Gilder's - 11 BULLHEADED BREWER." 

These_ are your concepts. In a very real sense this is !Q!IB experiment. I wish only 

to orchestrate and participate in its implementation. We must have faith, because 

this experiment will be an unqualified success. This is your opportunity to provide 

the skeptical American public with an " OVERWHELMING DEMONSTRATION II of growth and 

developnent. This is your chance to seduce millions of American citizens back to the 

" P Affi'Y OF PROSPERITY• 11 

The target location of the experiment is a 70.1 acres area of land, in Chicago, 

housing 15,000 black residents, all recieving some sort of public assistance. The 

experiment requires liQ_ federal, state, or municipal FUNDS. The only governmental 

assistance necessary is that the experiment recieve OFFICIAL endorsement and the ta.I'­

get area be deregulated. You must designate the area a " URBAN FREE - ENTERPRISE 

ZONE." 

Q. WHO IS BROOK ELLIS? 
A. I am a young, black, poor, ambitious, and aspiring patriotic American Capitalist • 

Q. WHAT IS THE THEORY SUPPORTING THIS PROPOSED EXPERIMENT? 
A. 11 A program whose basic theory is not that the system of Free Private Enterprise 

for Profit has failed in this generation, but that it has not yet been tried. 11 

( F.D.ROOSEVELT) 
Q .. WHY SHOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN THE IDEAS OF A YOUNG, BLACK, ASPIRING CAPITALIST? 
A. " Thinking black and thinking [ poor] are something that cannot be acquired by 

white males, but are valuable assets in government." ( JUDE WANNISKI ) 

" The responses of Jack Kemp and Ronald Reagan alerted me to the emergence in 
America of Republican Politicians who crave and celebrate creative ideas." 

( GEORJE GILDER) 



' , 

A detailed proposal, containmg the strategy and objectives of the experiment 

complete with an autobiographical sketch of its' architect will be forwarded 

to your offices immediately upon request. 

CONT ACT: BROOK B. ELLIS 
71 WEST VAN BUREN 
CHICAGO IIJ,, 60605 

or 
MARION A. BROWN 
1044 WESI' BALMORAL 
CHICAGO IIJ,, 60640 
WK # 312-843-7682 
HM# 312-275-4645 

" In America, we tax work, growth, investment, employment, savmgs, product­
ivity, mitiative and ability, while subsidizing non-work, consumption, wel­
fare and debt. Isn't it time to allow our people ••• to be mspired by growth 
and mitiative?" ( DAVE STOCKMAN: Director O.M.B. ) 

11
· This co'\ll'ltry needs, and 1ll'lless I mistake its temper, this co1ll'ltry demands 

bold and persistent experimentation." 

" The ultimate source of improved productivity is always human ingenuity. The 
time is right, I thlllk, for the United States to take the lead in a fresh 
global wave of democratization that demonstrates the efficiency of govern­
ment forms that rest on the wisdom of ordmary citizens." 

( JACK F •. KEMP: U.S. Representative) 

Respectfully Submitted, 



I , • 
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BARRY GOLOY{_ATER ., 
ARIZONA 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20510 

Dictated in Arizona 
Transcribed in Washington, D.C. 

December 11, 1981 

Mrs. Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dearest Nancy: 

.... COMMITTEES1 

INTELLIGENCE, CHAIRMAN 

ARMED SERVICES 

TACTICAL WARFARE, CHAIRMAN 

PREPAREDNESS 

STRATEGIC AND THEATRE NUCLEAR FORCES 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION 

COMMUNICATIONS, CHAlftMAN 

AVIATION 

SCIENCE, TECHN0l.OGY, AND SPACE 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Enclosed is a letter from Dino DeConcini that I had sent to my 
Washington office from Phoenix. Dino is most interested in 
having you become the Honorary Chairman of the local committee 
in Arizona for the purpose of bringing Martha Graham's modem 
dance company to Phoenix for the winter. 

As you can see from reading Dino's letter, this is totally from 
funds other than the Federal Government, which Ronnie has espoused 
over these last few months; and that is the reason why all of us 
feel you would be the number one person to accept this purely 
honorary position. We would all be so grateful if you would 
accept. There would be absolutely no commitment on your part, 
just lend your name to this totally private cause. 

Please let me hear from you when you have a moment. 

With warm wishes, 

f.>~. 
Barry Gold.water 

Enclosure 



TEI.EL~PY FOR JUDY EISENHOWER 

December 10~ 1981 

Ron.cn:able Barry M .. Ga1.dwa.t.e"l: 
trnits.d States Senator 
U.S. Senate Office Building 
washi~t.on. D.C~ 25010 

Dear Senator Goldwater: 

On Martha Graham>s last visit to the Valley (where 
her roadern dance company filled Gammage two nights in a row), 
she told us she wou.ld like to make Phoenix their ~inter home. 

She envisions a six-week~ annual residency to include 
rehearsals# master and other classes at ASU, public school pro­
gr~,. revivals of historic works and eventually creation of 
new ones~ These could receive their world premiere in Gammage 
during the last week cf the iate~ residencies. r.ocal arts and 
civic leaders feel this would put Phoenix on the map with i nter­
nationally known artists at a fraction of the cost of organizing 
and funding a local company. :rt would also provide. a great 
stimulus for development of the local dance sc€neT which is the 
least advanced in the performing arts. 

Gammage would produce the residency with co-sponsorship 
from A.Su•s dance depart.ttr.ent and the business community. The 
total cost would be around $250*000 for th~ first year to be i n 
the fall of 1982. 

Streng indications and committments of financial and 
in kind support have been received from Gammage. ASU~ the 
Arizona Commission on the Arts and the National Endowment for 
the Arts {though now at a much lower level than first indicated}. 
Corporate supporters include Phoenix newspapers, Phelps-Dodge~ 
the Arizona Bank. Di.amends# Raniada" Del Webb and G:reyhcund, 
plus several major law firms~ individuals and private foundations. 

tie must raise ahou.t $100,000 from the prbrate sector 
and believe this could he oo-ne at a luncheon for business and 
civic leade~$ in February, to be hosted by Bruce Thomas of Grey­
hound anrl Art Kin.n~berg of Phelps-Dodge. 



Hono:r:able Barry M .. Goldwater 
Page 2. 
December 10., 1981 

Bruce pointed out that .re have done exactly ~hat 
Fresident Reagan has suggested communities do in tne face of 
declining Federal financial support · for· the Arts. We have 
garnered local resources from the public and private sector 
at multiple levels. In this sense, Phoenix could be held up 
as a model for the nacion. We are e~panding cultural op~or­
tunities for the laca1 and regional general population and 
tourist~~ as well as artists, students and teachers. We are 
using world-class artistic talent and funding the project 
with a .fraction of the Federal financial support originally 
expected. 

Further; we believe t.t1e President would welcome 
the ~hance to provide leadership to encourage such efforts 
elsewhere. This leads to the question which is the point 
of this rather too-long letter. Would the President or 
Mrs. Reagan consider an invitation to be the Honorary Chairman 
of the lacal committee and to attend the lWJcheon planned for 
February? 

We would he most q"?:at -=u1 if you could determine 
whether there is someone on the ,nite Hause staff with ~hom we 
cottld discues this questLon before sending a formal invitation. 
Additional details are available from myself, Miriam Boegel, 
Director 0£ Gammage Center; Bruce Thomas, Chaicman of verex 
(Greyhound}; or Jim N<.Jmi.kos • Gene~al Manager of the Martha. 
G~aham Company in New Yo~k~ 

~hank you for your continued nelp and support fo~ 
t . ~ts. We would be honored if you could also attend the 
lun1.... .A~on in February. 

DOC:cc 
CC! Bruce Thomas 

A.rt Kinneberg 
.:Jim i'.{OITTlkos 
Miriam Boegel 

Sincerely~ 

in DeConcini 
Chairman 

l 
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630 CAPITOL BUILDING 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62706 

217/782-8162 STATE OF ILLINOIS 

P . 0. BOX 308 

CLINTON , ILLINOIS 61727 

217/935-9531 

I 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
SAM VINSON 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE • 44TH DISTRICT 

December 15, 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 

Office of Special Requests 

White House 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

053193 

The enclosed materials describe a local effort known 

as Project Oz in McLean County, Illinois. It is the kind 

of effort which can discourage drug addiction and dependence. 

I would appreciate your support in its fund raising 

efforts as one more way i n which the private sector can 

assume a role government might otherwise be called upon 

to perform. 

Thank you. 

SJV:hm 

(Enc. ) 

Sincerely, 

. ;..;~...... 1/',A,A.~., -­
Sam Vinson 

State Representative 



Mr. Sam Vinson 
St ate Representative 
122 E . Main Street 
Box 308 
Clinton , IL 61727 

Dear Sam: 

December 1, 1981 

Project Oz of McLean County is a fede ral ly funded drug prevention 
agency. Since the federa l government is t ak ing less of a monetary role 
in the funding of such local service agenc ies , Project Oz is going to have 
t o r a ise substantial funds from private sourc es. We hav e begun an extensive 
fund raising campaign locally rather than wring our hands over our plight, 
which is the same plight in wh ich most other agencies find themselves. 

, You can greatly assist us i f you will take the time to write one brief 
le tter of support for Project Oz to ask President Reagan for his assistance 
and support in our fund raising effor t . The Presidential Office of Special 
Request s has requested such letters of suppor t for Project Oz from the 
community before they will provide assistance to us in that fund raising 
effort . We are to ld t ha t the assistance may be in the form of a voice tape , 
video tape, or letter in which the President requests cit i zens and private 
organ izati ons to support Project Oz financially. 

Project Oz is an establ ished and effective agency in McLean County. It 
has an impact upon t h e quality of life we al l share here i n McLean County . 
Please assist us in our efforts t o continue serving the citizens of this 
great county . Your lette r of support for Project Oz wi ll help us . Please 
address t he l etter to Presiden t Reagan, but, mail it t o us at Project Oz 
so that we may put all our l etters of support in one package . 

Thank you so much for your time and servi c e . The enclosed mater ials 
e xpla in in some detail abou t Pro ject Oz. If you have any further ques tions, 
please le t me know. 

BWM:sm 
Enc. (2) 

Signed, 

C.:7 ~r);r~ 
President , Project Oz 

404 E. WAshington St . 
Bloomington, Il. 61701 
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PROJECT OZ: A SUCCESSFUL RURAL EXPERIENCE 

Project Oz, begun in 1973 as a youth advocate program, initiated their Drug 
Education and Youth Outreach Program in 1976 to provide services to residents of 
rural McLean County through a gr ant from the Illinois Dangerous Drugs Commission. 
Project Oz has since received local funding for this program, allowing expansion 
to the urban areas of McLean County. Local funding sources have included McLean 
County Township (Revenue Sharing), McLean County Public Heal th Department, McLean 
County CETA, United Way and School District 87. 

Project Oz staff teach courses in the sixth grades, junior highs and high 
schools in McLean County. Topics in these mini-courses include: information on 
and alternatives to alcohol and drugs; communication skills; peer pressure; the 
juvenile court act; and resources available to youth in the county. 

These mini-courses average 12 to 14 youth per course and the small group for­
mat facilitates and encourages active participation and free flow of discussion. 
Th e f i rst day of the mini-course is spent on developing communication skills, plan­
ning the course outline and deciding the course content for the remaining sessions. 
The youth enrolled in the high school mini-courses actually decide what topics and 
resources wi ll be covered after the first day. 

In working with 23 communities and 13 school districts, the staff soon realized 
how different each community is. The basic drug education curriculum which was de­
veloped had to be modified for each school in the county. The course topics had 
to be approved by the school administrators, as well as by their school board members. 
Consequently, topics vary between school districts and between communit ies. 

Most frustrative to Oz staff were those school districts claiming they had 
no need fo r drug education services because no drug problems existed in their com­
munity. Since, i n these communities, working directly with the school was unproduc­
tive, Oz expanded its efforts to include parents and the community. 

Local groups such as the Jaycees, Kiwanis, Junior Women 's Clubs and church 
organizations _were contacted and asked if they would be interested in co-sponsoring 
a parent drug education program in their community. The course, "drugs, Alcohol, 
and the Ado lescent Culture", was designed for parents and other interested adults. 
The usual course meets weekly for 2\ to 3 hours, covering the following topics: 

WEEK I: 

WEEK II: 

\·/EEK I II: 

~:EEK IV: 

WEEK V: 

marij uana, PCP and solvent drugs; 

alcohol, barbiturates, tranquilizers and tobacco; 

parents are taught the sa~e value-clarification and deci sion-making 
models and are asked to partjcipate in the same learning activities 
that their children do in the classroom with the Oz staff and then 
discuss them in small groups with the other parents ; 

Parent and Child Communicatjon: The parents see a film by William 
Glasser called ''Ten Steps to Discipline" . Then a communication 
model is presented and the parents role-play types of typical drug 
problems they may encounter with their children; 

(if included) amphetamines and cocaine are discussed and parents 
see a second film by Glasser called "Positive Addiction: An Alter­
native to Drugs". 

• •. continued on page 4 ..• 
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continued from page 3 •.• 

In the past five years, over 1,200 parents in groups of 20 to 40 have parti­
cipated in these parent drug education courses. Parental support has been the key 
to opening the doors in those school districts that "did not have a drug problem". 
After investing the time and energy in an education course, parents have worked very 
hard to see that drug education services are offered in their children's school. 

This past year, Project Dz received a $46,000 grant from the Bloomington school 
district to provide comprehensive drug education s ervices, including a year-long 
drug education course taught by Dz staff to all 6th grade students, two 15-hour 
teacher training courses, parent drug education courses at each of the 11 schools, 
and counseling services. 

For more information on the effectiveness of the youth or parent education 
programs or other Dz services, contact Chris Carlton, Project Oz, 404 E. Washington, 
Bloomington, Ill. 61701, (309) ~27-0377; or call PRC. 
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1

Mrs. Anne Wrobleski, Director 
Special Projects Division 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mrs. Wrobleski: 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation of 
November 19, 1981, in regard to Independent 
Living for the Handicapped, Inc., (ILH) please 
allow me to further outline my interest in 
obtaining the active support and endorsement of 
the First Lady, Mrs. Nancy Reagan, in this very 
special and unique program. 

Independent Living for the Handicapped is a 
non-profit organization that serves severely 
physically handicapped but mentally alert adults, 
and their families. The ILH was organized i n 
the early 1970's to provide non-institu tiona l 
independent living situations for the sev e r e ly 
disabled while also providing them wi th c o s t ­
efficient services. Independent Liv i ng for the 
Handicapped, Inc., currently operates a group 
home on Chesapeake Street in Northwest Was hington, 
D. C., that has served as a demo n s tration mode l 
for comparable homes around t he c o untry . Thi s very 
successful group home also serves a s the impetu s 
for a larger project being planne d for Washington's 
Capitol Hill area. 
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Mrs. Anne Wrobleski, Director 
November 23, 1981 
Page Two 

The District Government has donated the aban­
doned Carbery School building, located five blocks 
from the Capitol building, to ILH. Independent 
Living for the Handicapped, Inc., is planning to 
renovate and convert the building into a 20-unit, 
barrier-free apartment complex for the severely 
disabled. This project is currently eighty-percent 
(80%) funded through pledge donations. Full funding 
is required by March of 1982. 

Marion S. Barry, Jr., Mayor of the District of 
Columbia, and I have pursued various members of the 
private sector in an attempt to gain their voluntary 
support and assistance in meeting ILH's March 1982 
deadline. The challenge is great. We are confident 
that the fruition of our efforts to inauguarate 
Washington's second ILH home will serve as an example 
to the Nation for accomodating disabled adults in 
independent-living situations. 

to visit the We wish to invite Mrs. Reagan 
Independent Living for th!:.,..ll~n~-~· ~.i;i;;::.:::.::: 
to serve as Honorary Cha ir ,~n-...o .· 
for ILH to be given o -:January 28, 

del home and 
·t luncheon 

Mrs. Reagan's presense on a tour of Washington's 
ILH group home and her participation as Honorary 
Chairperson at the ILH benefit luncheon for the City's 
first barrier-free apartment building will serve to 
exemplify the President's and the First Lady's com­
mitment to volunteerism and self-reliance. 

Mrs. Reagan's participation in this very worthy 
project would also help to further and promote the 
active support of the business community. The First 
Lady is a highly valued participant and we are pre­
pared to adjust the abovementioned agenda to accom­
modate her busy schedule. 



Mrs. Anne Wrobleski, Director 
November 23, 1981 
Page Three 

I would like to have an appointment with 
you to personally present the merits of the 
Independent Living for the Handicapped, Inc., 
project and to arrange a tentative schedule for 
First Lady Nancy Reagan's participation . 

I have enclosed some brief materials that 
will further highlight the Independent Living for 
the Handicapped, Inc., program. 

NPW/arr 

Sincerely yours, 

Na ·ne P. Winter 
Councilmembe~ - Ward Six 



. WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR 
INDEPENDENT LIVING 

FOR THE HANDICAPPED 
HAS THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO: 

• renovate the abandoned Car­
bery school into the Carbery 
Apartments 

• create the first independent liv­
ing apartment building in the 
District of Columbia 

• give meaning to the Interna­
tional Year of Disabled Per­
sons by establishing a national 
model of independent living. 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 
TO REACH THIS GOAL 

IN 1981 

INDEPENDENT LIVING 
FOR THE HANDICAPPED, INC. 

Eric Mohn, President 
William N . Price, Vice President 

Beverly Price, Treasurer 
Ann Bryan, Corresponding Secretary 

Iola Holler, Recording Secretary 

BOARD Of DIRECTORS 

Libbey Campbell 
John Collins, Ill 
Cathryn Dighton 
Elizabeth Polk Guest 
Dr. Aaron Jackson 
Nancy Mauzy 

Jim Mueller 
Louis Ridgon, Esq . 
Mark Sakaley 
Brian Soper 
David Whelan 
Eileen Winters 

CARBERY BUILDING 
ADVISORY BOARD 

- Kay Arenson, former Director of Legi slation, 
Regulations & Congressional Relations for 
the Dept . of Education, R.S.A. 

- Ann Bryan, Past President, ILH 
- Libbey Campbell, Chesapeake Stree t board 

liason 
- Daniel R. Cole, Esq ., Krooth & Altman 
- Wolf von Eckardt, syndicated columnis t on 

Urban Design, The Washington Pos t 
-Dave E. Flynn, President, Dave E. Flynn & 

Sons, General Contractor 
-Adam E. Maier, Executive Director, ILH 
-Jean Mettam, Assistant Professor, School of 

Human Ecology & Graduate Faculty, Howard 
University 

- Eric Mohn, President, ILH 
-Beverly Price, Founder, ILH 
-William N. Price, Registered Professional 

Engineer, Capt. U.S.N. (Ret.) 
-John P.S. Salmen, National Center for Barrier 

Free Environment, Architect and Design 
Resources Coordinator 

Adam E. Maier, Executive Director, ILH 
800 Third St ., NE, Washington, DC 20002 

(202) 547-4644 

ILi I is a non profit, 501 (c )(3) organi zation 
rt'~i s tt•n•c.l in tlw Distri <' t of Columbia . 

INDEPENDENT LIVING 
FOR THE HANDICAPPED 

HELP MAKE 
WASHINGTON 

A 
NATIONAL 
MODEL OF 

INDEPENDENT 
LIVING 



ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT 

We must enlarge our professional staff to: 
• manage our operations 
• oversee the renovation of our apartment 

building 
• expand our attendant care training pro­

gram. 

GROUP HuME 
IN AMERICAN UNIVERSITY PARK 

ILH purchased this house in 1977. It has been 
made completely accessable with a Community 
Development Block Grant for five handicapped 
people. They are learning to live as independ­
ently as their capabilities permit. They are 
assisted in this process by a live-in coordinator 
and by personal care attendants as required. 

This working model of an independent living 
residence provides a site for a practical program 
of attendant and volunteer training, a means of 
developing the capabilities of physically handi­
capped people to live independently, and is a 
model for similar small residential homes for 
groups of handicapped, mentally competent 
people throughout the country. 

BARRIER-FREE APARTMENTS 
TO BE ON CAPITOL HILL 

The unused Carbery School on 5th St., N.E. 
was given to ILH by the District of Columbia . 
The Environmental Design Group, Inc., with 
the help of the Advisory Board, has prepared 
building renovation plans creating 18 barrier­
free apartment units where disabled persons can 
learn to live independently. $800,000 has been 
made available for this project, and ILH is now 
raising the additional funds needed to produce a 
truly outstanding demonstration model of na­
tional significance . 

JOIN THESE ILH EFFORT1S 
ILH IS 

an organization of severely physically dis-,. 
abled, mentally alert adults, their families, 
friends, and advocates. ILH was founded in 197 4 
to establish barrier free residences in the 
Washington metropolitan area. 

ILH BELIEVES 
that when family home care is no longer 

optimal for a disabled person, going t'J live in an 
institution is not necessarily the only or the 
appropriate alternative. Many disabled people 
are capable of being trained and employed, and 
can contribute to the life of the community in 
which they live . Institutionalization usually 
deprives a person of those opportunities. 

RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
• Renovated Chesapeake to house more resi­

dents 
• Supported the Architectural Barriers Bill that 

became law last year. 
• 5 members of ILH appointed by the Mayor to 

serve on D.C. Boards and Commissions 
• Obtained the Carbery School to renovate into 

an apartment building 
• $600,000 committed by HUD for bricks and 

mortar conversion of Carbery 
• $200,000 committed by the D.C. government 

for Carbery construction 
• Sought and received foundation monies for 

Chesapeake 
• Conducted Auctions, Rummage Sales, and 

Green Teas 
• Our founder was named a Washingtonian of 

the Year 
• ILH is a community partner in the Interna­

tional Year of Disabled Persons 

OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA 
DANCE 

IS SPONSORED BY 
ELIZABETH TAYLOR WARNER 

WE NEED YOUR 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
TO CARRY OUT THESE 

ILH PROGRAMS 

• Your $20.00 will supply train­
ing materials for one attendant 

• Your $SO .00 will provide 10 
hours of clerical support or two 
weeks of transportation for five 
residents 

• Your $100.00 will provide sup­
portive care for one week at 
Chesapeake. 

• Your $140.00 will pay one 
month's rent for our necessary 
office space. 

SEND YOUR CHECK TODAY TO: 

ILH, INC. 
800 THIRD STREET, N.E. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 
(202) 547-4644 

OF COURSE YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS TAX -DEDUCTIBLE 



CARBERY BUILDING 
ADVISORY BOARD 

Kay Arenson, former Director of Legislation, 
Regulations & Congressional Relations for 
the Dept. of Education, R S. A. 

Ann Bryan, Past President, ILH 
Libbey Campbell, Chesapeake Street board 

liaison 
Daniel R Cole, Esq., Krooth & Altman 

olf von Eckardt, syndicated columnist on 
Urban Design, The Washington Post 

Dave E. Flynn, President, Dave E. Flynn & 
Sons, General Contractor 

Adam E. Maier, Executive Director, ILH 
Jean Mettam, Assistant Professor, School of 

Human Ecology & Graduate Faculty, Howard 
University 

Eric Mohn, President, ILH 
Beverly Price, Founder, ILH 
William N. Price, Registered Professional 

Engineer, Capt. U.S.N. (Ret.) 
John P.S. Salmen, National Center for Barrier Free 

Environment, Architect and Design Resources 
Coordinator 

INDEPENDENT 
LIVING FOR THE 
HANDICAPPED, INC. 

Eric Mohn, President 
William N. Price, Vice President 
Beverly Price, Treasurer 
Ann Bryan, Corresponding Secretary 
Iola Holler, Recording Secretary 

Board 
of Directors 

Libbey Campbell 
John Collins, III 
Cathryn Dighton 
Elizabeth Polk Guest 
Courtney Hagner 
Dr. Aaron Jackson 
Nancy Mauzy 
Louis Rigdon, Esq. 
Mark Sakaley 
Brian Soper 
David Whelan 
Eileen Winters 

Executive Director 

Adam E. Maier 
800 Third Street, ' .E. , 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
(202) 547- 4644 or 45 

Council Member Nadine Winter 

Carbery ... Washington's 
Modelfor 
Independent Living 
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N arrow doorways bar entry. Stairs block 
the way and might as well be Everest. 

A phone call can't be made, because the 
instrument is out of reach. Human assistance, 
needed for only moments each day, is not 
there at the critical time. A door knob that 
can't be turned effectively becomes a lock. 

T he accumulation of simple obstacles 
finally stops the physically handicapped, 

mentally alert from participating in their 
community, from experiencing independence. 
It doesn't have to be this way. The obstacles 
can be removed. 

I ndependent Living for the Handicapped, 
Inc., (ILH), is planning the renovation 

of the unused Carbery School building on 5th 
Street, N.E., Capitol Hill, into a 20 unit, 
barrier-free apartment building. The structure 
was donated by the District of Columbia, and 
the Department of Housing and Urban Develop­
ment has given ILH a Section 202 loan of 
one million dollars provided ILH raises an 
additional $ 300,000. 

I f these funds are raised, the Carbery 
Apartments will become a demonstration 

model of national importance. Its Capitol Hill 
location will increase job opportunities for 
residents, and ILH is planning to develop job 
possibilities within the building, i.e. word and 
data processing. People who formerly received 
financial aid will have the opportunity to 
support themselves and direct their own lives. 

Y ou could contribute o e the Carbery 
Apartments a reali . o could help to 

remove the physical barriers confronting twenty 
severely hanclicappe , me · ert a ts and 
help them attain their of independence. 
Sizeable contributions be memorialized by 
permanent plaques in the b · cling. The following 
schedule has been set: 

$ 50,000 - An Elevator 
25,000 - An Apartment 
10,000 - Sponsor 

5,000 - Benefactor 
1,000 - Donor 

S ponsors, Benefactors and Donors will 
be listed on a Master Plaque in the lobby 

of Carbery Apartments. Mermrialization of 
other amounts may be negotiated. Further 
information about contributions can be 
obtained from Independent Living for 
the Handicapped, Inc., 800 Third Street, 
N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002; telephone 
(202) 547-4644 or 45. ILH is a non-profit , 
501 (c) (3) organization registered in the 
District of Columbia. Donations are tax 
deductible. 




