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\ 
Beyond the benefits of developing a 

s~c,f rc institutionalized framework \ltOuld be 
the parallel advantages to Western suppliers 
stemming irom the enhanced stability of 

· East-West commercial relations. This is par• 
ticularly applicable to U.S. companies which 
in the past have often been hampered by em• 
tic go-no go government decisionmaking. 

TI1e Urengoi-Y amburg debate currently 
revolves around three basic points of view. 
Most proponents of the project believe that 

. Urengoi-Y amburg should be created as a 
routine commercial undertaking on the as­
sumption that ~-West 11:pendenci~ are 

· evenly bal~ced. This view tends to gloss 
over the character of the U.S.S.R. 's com­

. mand economy tha( is better equipped to im­
plement major shifts in the allocation of re-

.. 
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'11 ' ' C nce-·d •rn ' r .. ' J . . · · · I I • / '"" .:,. .. :rp !:1 110.,r,t,;rQmb.i .a,1u n , .., .,. ~ 
1 fr.d in Cun~~.s.s c:\pr~s) ~ view that !he ' 

1 -~,-1'"' 
project should he int~i:dictecf or lI le:ist i..:al~d 
down becaui;e of the politip.1 .ind security , · ,r-_;.., k ,,,. ta A'\ 

' consideration~ .. f~hf.\wc~~Po?"'.' (S c....J,,IUUlr ..., ... , ;, .J 
. . J . ' ~ . . . . ' /'\' ,,,. I 
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Finally, the view e,pressed herein entails 
recognition that rhe project, in some form, 
will go forward, but urges that a final com­
mitment be contingent on the Wl!:;tcrn alli~s 
proceeding with a safety net of alternatives 
and the kind of unir'ied policy framework 
mentiuneJ above. This position can be sum­
med up in terms of putting ~ horse of a col­
lective Western economic policy towards the 
U.S.S.R. before the cart ot" long-term com­
men:ial comm1tments with security dimc:n­
sions. 

. sources when deemed politically neces~ ;_ f,., .,,. 
I The bulk oi the resulting hardships have trad . /\ };p. 
~y been absorbed by Soviet consumers · 

Aft.er a lull in negotiations, the Soviets are 
now pressing ror a firm ·~Qmmitment to 
Urengoi-Yamburg prior to President 
Brezhnev's announced visit to Bonn, cur­
rently scheduled for November. [f the United 
States .:md its NATO partners fail to reach a 
coordinated policy approach in the near term, 
they may face the bleak prospect that the ;,roj-I., who have a far higher tolerance threshold than 

their Western counterparts. 

~ 2930 · •.•. •·• ................ · · .. · · .. 
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Miriam Karr and Roger W. Robinson, Jr. 
both work for the Cha~ Manhatun Bank in 

, Ne~ York. She is vice-president of Chase 
Tr:idc Infonnatiun Corporation lUld he is sec­
ond ~ice•p~~i~ent of the · E:i.stem Europe 
Banlcmg D1v1S1on~ The views expressed in 
this ,artic le are those of the authors and do not 
neces5arily r~t~e:::: :!:c •,iews uf lhe Chase 
Manhattan Cof1)0ration or Bank. 
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