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AVH-198D (4th 1 r.)
RE: Pornography with mention of “Cable-Porn" or "Dial-A-Porn"

The Commission has also schedu 1 six public hearings in

Washington, D.C. (June 19-20), Chicago (July 24-25), Houston
(September 11-12), Los Angeles (October 16-17), Miami

(November 20-21) and New York City (January, 1986).

President Reagan looks forward to reviewing the Commission's
findings and recommendations when they are submitted next
year.

In sum, the Administration is 1king i Il headway and we are

determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its assault
on basic values in our society. We certainly appreciate your

support. Thank you for your concern.

With best wishes from the President,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President

and Director of Correspondence

(7/25/85)

Mr. Michael Ortega

Evening Supervisor
Correspondence Analysis Section
Room 60

Old Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20500

AVH/CAD/CV/DE/AVH
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the pornography problem, review the additional data that has
become available since the report of the 1970 Presidential
Commission, and make recommendations for public policymakers.
President Reagan looks forward to reviewing the Commission's
findings and recommendations when they are submitted next
year.

In sum, the Administration is m: ing real headway and we are

determine to do even more to deteat pornography and i assault
on basic values in our society. We certainly appreciate your

support. Thank you for your concern.

With best wishes from the President,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President

and Director of Correspondence

(6/10/85)

Mr. Michael Ortega

Evening Supervisor
Correspondence Analysis Section
Room 60

Old Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20500

AVH/CAD/AVH






AVH-198D (3rd 1 r.) (Env.)
RE: Pornography and mention of Senator Helms' S. 2679 on Cable-Porn

With regard to pornography in the cable television industry, the
interpretation of the Federal Communications Commission and the
Department of Justice is that the existing Federal law against
obscene and indecent broadcasting applies only to broadcasting
over the airwaves, not to cable transmissions. Federal regulation
of cable television would require new action by the Congress.
But there's no question that local and State authorities already
have the power to regulate indecent materials that have an impact
on their communities, and the efforts of citizens like you and
groups organized against pornography are vital if this power is
to be exercised to stop pornography.

Let me share with you some of the progress President Reagan has
made in addressing the overall pornography problem at the
national level. Although the enforcement of the Federal laws
against obscenity had declined to very low levels by the
beginning of the 1980s, we have begun on the path back to a
sound enforcement policy.

In December 1983, the President personally addressed the United
States Attorneys at their annual conference in Washington, D.C.
He told them that pornography degrades human dignity for
women, children and men alike. He urged them, as the frontline
enforcers of Federal criminal laws, to step up their enforcement
of the Federal anti-obscenity statutes.

The Justice Department, in May 1984, held the first-ever training
seminar for Federal prosecutors and investigators on how to
pursue anti-obscenity cases. At the same time, the United States
Customs Service has increased by over 200 percent its seizures
of obscene materials illegally coming into the country. By using
"controlled deliveries” to the addressees of child pornography, in
cooperation with the Postal Service, Customs has seized materials
leading to arrests and indictments of persons who had been
engaged in producing child pornography and molesting children.

To further tighten the Federal laws against child pornography,
the Administration supported and the President signed the Child
Protection Act of 1984. This legislation closes any and all
loopholes that might have been open to child pornographers in
the past, and dramatically increases the criminal penalties.

Also, the Administration announced the membership of the
Attornev General's Commiccian an ~

Lol pupilc ana private lite who re
related to law enforcement, social sciences and community
services. The Commission will investigate the full dimensions of

(5/29/85)
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the pornography problem, rev i additional data that has
become available since the report ot the 1970 Presic tial
Commission, and make recommendations for public policymakers.

Pre dJent Reagan looks fom ‘0 reviewing the Commission's
finaings and recommendatic ie they are submitted xt
year,

In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are

determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its assault
on basic values in our society. We certainly appreciate your

support. Thank you for your concern.

With best wishes from the President,

Sincerely,

L' et
Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President

and Director of Correspondence

(5/29/85)

Mr. Michael Ortega

~ sening Supervisor
correspondence Analysis Section
Room 60

Old Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20500

AVH/CAD/AVH
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With regard to pornography in the cable television industry, the
interpretation of the Federal Communications Commission and the
Department of Justice is that the existing Federal law against
obscene and indecent broadcasting applies only to broadcasting
over the airwaves, not to cable transmissions. Federal regulation
of cable television would require new action by the Congress.
But there's no question that local and State authorities already
have the power to regulate indecent materials that have an impact
on their communities, and the efforts of citizens like you and
groups organized against pornography are vital if this power is
to be exercised to stop pornography.

Let me share with you some of the progress President Reagan has
made in addressing the overall pornography problem at the
national level. Although the forcement of the Federal laws
against obscenity had declined to very low levels by the
beginning of the 1980s, we have begun on the path back to a
sound enforcement policy.

In December 1983, the President personally addressed the United
States Attorneys at their annual conference in Washington, D.C.
He told them that pornography degrades human dignity for
women, children and men alike. He urged them, as the frontline
enforcers of Federal criminal laws, to step up their enforcement
of the Federal anti-obscenity statutes.

The Justice Department, in May 1984, held the first-ever training
seminar for Federal prosecutors and investigators on how to
pursue anti-obscenity cases. At the same time, the United States
Customs Service has increased by over 200 percent its seizures
of obscene materials iltegally coming into the country. By us g
"controlled deliveries" to the addressees of child pornography, in
cooperation with the Postal Service, Customs has seized materials
leading to arrests and indictments of persons who had been
engaged in producing child pornography and molesting children.

To further tighten the Federal laws against child pornography,
the Administration supported and the President signed the Child
Protection Act of 1984. This legislation closes any and all
loopholes that might have been open to child pornographers in
the past, and dramatically increases the criminal penalties.

Also, the establishment of the Attorney General's Commission on
Pornooraohv was officiallv announced an March 4. 1985 Tha
wit]
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rs from public and private life who have a wide range
of expertise in fields related to law enforcement, social sciences
and community services.
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In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are

determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its assault
on basic values in our society. We certainly appreciate your

support. Thank you for your concern.

With best wishes from the President,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President

and Director of Correspondence

(5/17/85)

Mr. Michael Ortega

Evening Supervisor
Correspondence Analysis Section
Room 60

Old Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20500

AVH/CV/DE/CAD/OPD--Anderson/RDC/AVH
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signed the Child Protection Act of 1984. This legislation

closes any and all loopholes that might have been open to

child pornographers in the past, 1d dramatically increases

criminal penalties.X%
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Also, the establishment of the Attorney General's Commission

on Pornography was officially announced on March 4, 1985,

The Commission will study the effects of pornography on

American society and will make r :ommendations to the
:torney General about this serious national problem. The

Commission will consist of 11 members from public and

private life who have a wide range of expertise in fields

related to law enforcement, social sciences and community
2arvices.%

Y

In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are

determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its

assault on basic values in our society. We certainly

appreciate your support. Thank you for your concern.

y

With best wishes from the President,%























