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(ENV.) 
AVH-198D ( 4th Rev , ) 
RE: Pornography ....-ith mention of "Cable-Porn" or "Dial-A-Porn" 

J 

Dear Mr. Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 26, 1985 (XX 

Thank you for your message to Pr sident Reagan regarding the 
problem of pornography in the ca!Jle television industry, as well 
as "dial-a-porn" operations. I regret the delay in this reply, 
but I can assure you that the resident shares your concern 
about these issues. He has SP. ken out forcefully against the 
degrading of human dignity bY, obscene materials distributed in 
our country, and he will conti ue to do so. 

The Administration recogniz s the special difficulties posed by 
the appearance of "dial-a- orn" operations, which open a new 
front in the pornography area and are highly accessible to 
children. Last year, th Congress adopted legislation which 
imposes fines on those w o use telephone facilities to transmit 
obscene or indecent mes ages to those who are under 18 years of 
age. The law required the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) to promulgate n gulations that would, in effect, restrict 
access of minors to his type of pornography. The FCC 
responded to this ongressional directive and published a 
regulation on June 4 1984 which banned the operation of "dial-a­
porn" between 8:0 a . m. and 9:00 p.m. daily to maximize the 
opportunity for p rental supervision of minor children. On 
November 2, 1984 the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
found that the F C had failed to justify the regulation and 
ordered further roceedings bY, the Commission to deter·mine if 
the method of " ime-channeling' the operation of "dial-a-porn " 
was the best vailable alternative for meeting the intent of 
Congress with t harm to any constitutionally protected activity. 

On March 8, the FCC released a Second Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking esigned to comply with the Court's ruling and to 
obtain publ c comment on the "time-channeling" method of 
restricting inors ' access to "dial-a-porn. " The Notice also 
requests c mment by the public, telephone companies, dial - in 
message mpanies and others on several other alternatives 
considere but initi a lly r ej ecte d by th e FCC to impl em ent th e will 
of Cong ess as defined by the 1984 legislation . For more 
informat· n on this rulemaking issue, please write to: The 
Federal Communications Commission, 1919 M St., N. W. , 
Washin ton, D.C. 20554 . 

(7/ 25/85) 
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With regard to pornography in the cable television industry, the 
interpretation of the Federal Communications Commission and the 
Department of Justice is that the existing Federal law against 
obscene and indecent broadcasting applies only to broadcasting 
over the airwaves, not to cable transmissions. Federal regulation 
of cable television would require new action by the Congress. 
But there's no question that local and State authorities already 
have the power to regulate indecent materials that have an impact 
on their communities, and the efforts of citizens like you and 
groups organized against pornography are vital if this power is 
to be exercised to stop pornography. 

Let me share with you some of the progress President Reagan has 
made in addressing the overall pornography problem at the 
national level. Although the enforcement of the Federal laws 
against obscenity had declined to very low levels by the 
beginning of the 1980s, we have begun on the path back to a 
sound enforcement policy. 

In December 1983, the President personally addressed the United 
States Attorneys at their annual conference in Washington, D. C. 
He told them that pornography degrades human dignity for 
women, children and men alike. He urged them, as the front-line 
enforcers of Federal criminal laws, to step up their enforcement 
of the Federal anti -obscenity statutes. 

The Justice Department, in May 1984, held the first-ever training 
seminar for Federal prosecutors and investigators on how to 
pursue anti-obscenity cases. At the same time, the United States 
Customs Service has increased by over 200 percent its seizures 
of obscene materials illegally coming into the country. By using 
"controlled deliveries" to the addressees of child pornography, in 
cooperation with the Postal Service, Customs has seized materials 
leading to arrests and indictments of persons who had been 
engaged in producing child pornography and molesting children. 

To further tighten the Federal laws against child pornography, 
the Administration supported and the President signed the Child 
Protection Act of 1984. This legislation closes any and all 
loopholes that might have been open to child pornographers in 
the past, and dramatically increases the criminal penalties. 

Also, the Administration announced the membership of the 
Attorney General's Commission on Pornography on May 20, 1985. 
The establishment of the Commission fulfills the commitment the 
President made last year to form an advisory body of experts 
from public and private life who represent a wide range of fields 
related to law enforcement, social sciences and community 
services. The Commission will investigate the full dimensions of 
the pornography problem, review the additional data that has 
become available since the report of the 1970 Presidential 
Commission, and make recommendations for public policymakers . 

. (7/25/85) 
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The Commission has also scheduled six public hearings in 
Washington, D.C. (June 19-20), Chicago (July 24-25), Houston 
(September 11-12), Los Angeles (October 16-17), Miami 
(November 20-21) and New York City (January, 1986). 
President Reagan looks forward to reviewing the Commission 's 
findings and recommendations when they are submitted next 
year. 

In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are 
determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its assault 
on basic values in our society. We certainly appreciate your 
support. Thank you for your concern. 

With best wishes from the President, 

Sincerely, 

a___ ~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Director of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael Ortega 
Evening Superviso r 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

AVH/CAD/CV/DE/AVH 

(7/25/85) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

1985 

AVH198D 

Thank you for your message to President Reagan regarding the 

problem of pornography in the cable television industry, as 

well as "dial-a-porn" operations. I regret the delay in 

this reply, but I can assure you that the President shares 

your concern about these issues. He has spoken out force­

fully against the degrading of human dignity by obscene 

materials distributed in our country, and he will continue 

to do so. 

The Administration recognizes the special difficulties posed 

- by the appearance of "dial-a-porn" operations, which open a 

new front in the pornography area and are highly accessible 

to children. Last year, the Congress adopted legislation 

which imposes fines on those who use telephone facilities to 

transmit obscene or indecent messages to those who are under 

18 years of age. The law required the Federal Communica­

tions Commission (FCC) to promulgate regulations that would, 

in effect, restrict access of minors to this type of por­

nography. The FCC responded to this Congressional directive 

a n d pub l ished a regu lation on June 4, 1984 which banned t h e 

operation of "dial-a-porn" between 8 : 00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

daily to maximize the opportunity for parental supervision 

of minor children. On November 2, 1984 the Court of Appeals 

for the Second Circuit found that the FCC had failed to 

justify the regulation and ordered further proceedings by 



t 

the Commission to determine if the method of ''time-channel­

ing" the operation- of "dial-a-porn" was the best available 

alternative for meeting the intent of Congress without harm 

to any constitutionally protected activity. 

On March 8, the FCC released a Second Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking designed to comply with the Court's ruling and to 

obtain public comment on the "time-channeling" method of 

restricting minors' access to "dial-a-porn." The Notice 

also requests comment by the public, telephone companies, 

dial-in message companies and others on several other 

alternatives considered but initially rejected by the FCC to 

implement the will of Congress as defined by the 1984 

legislation. For more information on this rulemaking issue, 

please write to: The Federal Communications Commission, 

1919 M St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20554. 

With regard to pornography in the cable television industry, 

the interpretation of the Federal Communications Commission 

and the Department of Justice is that the existing Federal 

law against obscene and indecent broadcasting applies only 

to b roadcasti ng o v er t h e ai rwaves, n ot t o cab le tran s mis -

sions. Federal regulation of cable television would require 

new action by the Congress. But there's no question that 

local and State authorities already have the power to regu­

late indecent materials that have an impact on their com­

munities, and the efforts of citizens like you and groups 



organized against pornogr aphy are vital if this power is to 

be exercised to stop pornography. 

Let me share with you some of the progress President Reagan 

has made in addressing the overall pornography problem at 

the national level. Although the enforcement of the Federal 

laws against obscenity had declined to very low levels by 

the beginning of the 1980s, we have begun on the path back 

to a sound enforcement policy. 

In December 1983, the President personally addressed the 

United States Attorneys at their annual conference in 

Washington, D.C. He told them that pornography degrades 

human dignity for women, children and men alike. He urged 

them, as the frontline enforcers of Federal criminal laws, 

to step up their enforcement of the Federal anti-obscenity 

statutes. 

The Justice Department, in May 1984, held the first-ever 

training seminar for Federal prosecutors and investigators 

on how to pursue anti-obscenity cases. At the same time, 

the Uni t e d S t a t es Cu s tom s Service h as i nc reased by over 2 00 

percent its seizures of obscene materials illegally coming 

into the country. By using "controlled deliveries" to the 

addressees of child pornography, in cooperation with the 

Postal Service, Customs has seized materials leading to 

arrests and indictments of persons who had been engaged in 

producing child pornography and molesting children. 



To further tighten the Federal laws against child pornog­

raphy, the Administration supported and the President 

signed the Child Protection Act of 1984. This legislation 

closes any and all loopholes that might have been open to 

child pornographers in the past, and dramatically increases 

the criminal penalties. 

Also, the Administration announced the membership of the ~~ 
)~~✓ -

Attorney General's Commission on Pornography on May 20J The 

establishment of the Commission fulfills the commitment the 

President made last year to form an advisory body of experts 

from public and private life who represent a wide range of 

fields related to law enforcement, social sciences and com­

munity services. The Commission will investigate the full 

dimensions of the pornography problem, review the additional 

data that has become available since the report of the 1970 

Presidential Commission, and make recommendations for public 

policymakers. The Commission has also scheduled six public 

hearings in Washington, D.C. (June 19-20), Chicago (July 

24-25), Houston (September 11-12), Los Angeles (October 

16-17), Miami (November 2 0- 2 1) and New York City (January, 

1986). President Reagan looks forward to reviewing the 

Commission's findings and recommendations when they are 

submitted next year. 

In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are 



determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its 

assault on basic values in our society. We certainly 

appreciate your support. Thank you for your concern. 

With best wishes from the President, 



' ' A~-198D (3rd Rev.) (REISSUED to correct bill number) 
RE": Pornography and mention of Senator Helms' S~2769 on Cable-Porn 

Dear Mr . Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 10, 1985 (XXX198D) 

Thank you for your message to President Reagan r egarding the 
problem of pornography in the cable television industry, as well 
as "dial-a-porn" operations. I regret the delay in this reply, 
but I can assure you that the President shares your concern 
about these issues. He has spoken out forcefully against the 
degrading of human dignity by obscene materials distributed in 
our country, and he will continue to do so. 

The Administration recognizes the special difficulties posed by 
the appearance of "dial-a-porn" operations, which open a new 
front in the pornography area and are highly accessible to 
children. Last year, the Congress adopted legislation which 
imposes fines on those who use telephone facilities to transmit 
obscene or indecent messages to those who are under 18 years of 
age. The law required the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) to promulgate regulations that would, in effect, restrict 
access of minors to this type of pornography . The FCC 
responded to th is Congressional directive and published a 
regulation on June 4, 1984 which banned the operation of "dial-a­
porn" between 8:00 a.m. and 9 : 00 p.m . daily to maximize the 
opportunity for parental supervision of minor children. On 
November 2, 1984 the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
found that the FCC had failed to justify the regulation and 
ordered further proceedings bY, the Commission to determine if 
the method of "time-channeling' the operation of "dial-a - porn" 
was the best available alternative for meet ing the intent of 
Congress without harm to any constitutionally protected activity. 

On March 8 , the FCC released a Second Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking designed to comply with the Court ' s ruling and to 
obtain public comment on the "time-channeling " method of 
restricting minors ' access to "dial - a-porn." The Notice also 
requests comment by the public, telephone companies, d ial-in 
message companies and others on several other alternatives 
considered but initially rejected by the FCC to implement the will 
of Congress as defined by the 1984 legislation . For more 
information on this rulemaking issue, please write to: The 
Federal Communications Commission, 1919 M St., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20554. 

(6/10/85) 

(Env.) 
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With regard to pornography in the cable television industry, the 
interpretation of the Federal Communications Commission and the 
Department of Justice is that the existing Federal law against 
obscene and indecent broadcasting applies only to broadcasting 
over the airwaves, not to cable transmissions. Federal regulation 
of cable television would require new action by the Congress. 
But there's no question that local and State authorities al ready 
have the power to regulate indecent materials that have an impact 
on their communities, and the efforts of citizens like you and 
groups organized against pornography are vital if this power is 
to be exercised to stop pornography. 

Let me share with you some of the progress President Reagan has 
made in addressing the overall pornography problem at the 
national level. Although the enforcement of the Federal laws 
against obscenity had declined to very low levels by the 
beginning of the 1980s, we have begun on the path back to a 
sound enforcement policy . 

In December 1983, the President personally addressed the United 
States Attorneys at their annual conference in Washington, D. C. 
He told them that pornography degrades human dignity for 
women, children and men alike. He urged them, as the frontline 
enforcers of Federal criminal laws, to step up their enforcement 
of the Federal anti-obscenity statutes. 

The Justice Department, in May 1984, held the first-ever training 
seminar for Federal prosecutors and investigators on how to 
pursue anti-obscenity cases. At the same time, the United States 
Customs Service has increased by over 200 percent its seizures 
of obscene materials illegally coming into the country. By using 
"controlled deliveries'' to the addressees of child pornography, in 
cooperation with the Postal Service, Customs has seized materials 
leading to arrests and indictments of persons who had been 
engaged in producing child pornography and molesting children. 

To further tighten the Federal laws against child pornography, 
the Administration supported and the President signed the Child 
Protection Act of 1984. This legislation closes any and all 
loopholes that might have been open to child pornographers in 
the past, and dramatically increases the criminal penalties. 

Also, the Administration announced the membership of the 
Attorney General's Commission on Pornography on May 20. The 
establishment of the Commission fulfills the commitment the 
President made last year to form an advisory body of experts 
from public and private life who represent a wide range of fields 
related to law enforcement, social sciences and community 
services. The Commission will investigate the full dimensions of 

(6/10/85) 
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the pornography problem, review the additional data that has 
become available since the report of the 1970 Presidential 

.Commission, and . make recommendations for public policymakers. 
President Reagan looks forward to reviewing the Commission 's 
findings and recommendations when they are submitted next 
year . 

In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are 
determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its assault 
on basic values in our society. We certainly appreciate your 
support . Thank you for your concern . 

With best wishes from the President, 

Mr . Michael Ortega 

Sincerely, 

a___ .~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

(6/10/85) 

Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

AVH/CAD/AVH 
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AVH-198D (3rd Rev.) 
RE~ Porno$raphy and mention of Senator Helms' S.2679 ori Cable~Porn 

Dear Mr. Ortega : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 30, 1985 (XXX198D) 

Thank you for your message to President Reagan regarding the 
problem of pornography in the cable television industry, as well 
as "dial - a-porn" operations . I regret the delay in this reply, 
but I can assure you that the President shares your concern 
about these issues. He has spoken out forcefully against the 
degrading of human dignity by obscene materials distributed in 
our country, and he will continue to do so . 

The Administration recognizes the special difficulties posed by 
the appearance of "dial-a-porn" operations, wh ich open a new 
front in the pornography area and are highly accessible to 
children. Last year, the Congress adopted legislation which 
imposes fines on those who use telephone facilities to transmit 
obscene or indecent messages to those who are under 18 years of 
age. The law required the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) to promulgate regulations that would, in effect, restrict 
access of minors to this type of pornography. The FCC 
responded to this Congressional directive and published a 
regulation on June 4, 1984 which banned the operation of "dial-a­
porn" between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p . m. daily to maximize the 
opportunity for parental supervision of minor children. On 
November 2, 1984 the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
found that the FCC had failed to justify the regulation and 
ordered further proceedings bY, the Commission to determine if 
the method of "time- channeling' the operation of "dial-a-porn" 
was the best available alternative for meeting the intent of 
Congress without harm to any constitutionally protected activity. 

On March 8, the FCC released a Second Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking designed to comply with the Court's ruling and to 
obtain public comment on the "time-channeling" method of 
restricting minors ' access to "dial-a-porn." The Notice also 
requests comment by the public, telephone companies, dial-in 
message companies and others on several other alternat ives 
consid e red but initially rejecte d by th e FCC to implement the will 
of Congress as defined by the 1984 legislation. For more 
information on this rulemaking issue, please write to: The 
Federal Communicat ions Commission, 1919 M St., N. W. , 
Washington , D.C. 20554. 

(5/29/85) 

(Env.) · 
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With regard to pornography in the cable television industry, the 
interpretation of the Federal Communications Commission and the 
Department of Justice is that the existing Federal law against 
obscene and indecent broadcasting applies only to broadcasting 
over the airwaves, not to cable transmissions . Federal regulation 
of cable television would require new action by the Congress. 
But there's no question that local and State author ities already 
have the power to regulate indecent materials that have an impact 
on their communities, and the efforts of citizens like you and 
groups organized against pornography are vital if this power is 
to be exercised to stop pornography. 

Let me share with you some of the progress President Reagan has 
made in addressing the overall pornography problem at the 
national level . Although the enforcement of the Federal laws 
against obscenity had declined to very low levels by the 
beginning of the 1980s, we have begun on the path back to a 
sound enforcement policy. 

In December 1983, the President personally addressed the United 
States Attorneys at their annual conference in Washington, D. C. 
He told them that pornography degrades human dignity for 
women, children and men alike. He urged them, as the frontline 
enforcers of Federal criminal laws, to step up their enforcement 
of the Federal anti-obscenity statutes. 

The Justice Department, in May 1984 , held the first-ever training 
seminar for Federal prosecutors and investigators on how to 
pursue anti-obscenity cases . At the same time, the United States 
Customs Service has increased by over 200 percent its seizures 
of obscene materials illegally coming into the country. By using 
"controlled deliveries" to the addressees of child pornography, in 
cooperation with the Postal Service, Customs has seized materials 
leading to arrests and indictments of persons who had been 
engaged in producing child pornography and molesting children. 

To further tighten the Federal laws against child pornography , 
the Administration supported and the President signed the Child 
Protection Act of 1984. This legislation closes any and all 
loopholes that might have been open to child pornographers in 
the past, and dramatically increases the criminal penalties. 

Also, the Administration announced the membership of the 
Attorney General's Commission on Pornography on May 20. The 
establ i shment of the Commission fulfills the commi t ment the 
President made last year to form an advisory body of experts 
from public and private life who represent a wide range of fields 
related to law enforcement, social sciences and community 
services . The Commission will investigate the full dimensions of 

(5/29/85) 
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the pornography problem, review :the additional data that has 
become available since the report of the 1970 Presidential 
Commission, and make recommendations for public policymakers . 
~President Reagan .. Jooks ,·£orward nto cr~viewing · the Commission's 
findings and-::· rrecomm'eridatioris .when~ ·they -are·: submittec;l rrext 
year. ~· · · - '·· 

In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are 
determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its assault 
on basic values in our society . We certainly appreciate your 
support . Thank you for your concern. 

With best wishes from the President, 

Mr. Michael Ortega 

Sincerely, 

a___~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

(5/29/85) 

Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

AVH/CAD/AVH 

(Env.) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 24, 1985 

Thank you for your message to President Reagan regarding the 

problem of pornography in the cable television industry, as 

well as "dial-a-porn" operations. I regret the delay in 

this reply, but I can assure you that the President shares 

your concern about these issues. He has spoken out force­

fully against the degrading of human dignity by obscene 

materials distributed in our country, and he will continue 

to do so. 

The Administration recognizes the special difficulties posed 

by the appearance of "dial-a-porn" operations, which open a 

new front in the pornography area and are highly accessible 

to children. Last year, the Congress adopted legislation 

which imposes fines on those who use telephone facilities to 

transmit obscene or indecent messages to those who are under 

18 years of age. The law required the Federal Communica­

tions Commission (FCC) to promulgate regulations that would, 

in effect, restrict access of minors to this type of por­

nography. The FCC responded to this Congressional directive 

and published a regulation on June 4, 1984 which banned the 

operation of "dial-a-porn" between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

daily to maximize the opportunity for parental supervision 

of minor children. On November 2, 1984 the Court of Appeals 

for the Second Circuit found that the FCC had failed to 

justify the regulation and ordered further proceedings by 



the Commission to determine if the method of "time-channel­

ing" the operation of "dial-a-porn" was the best available 

alternative for meeting the intent of Congress without harm 

to any constitutionally protected activity. 

On March 8, the FCC released a Second Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking designed to comply with the Court's ruling and to 

obtain public comment on the "time-channeling" method of 

restricting minors' access to "dial-a-porn." The Notice 

also requests comment by the public, telephone companies, 

dial-in message companies and others on several other 

alternatives considered but initially rejected by the FCC to 

implement the will of Congress as defined by the 1984 

legislation. For more information on this rulemaking issue, 

please write to: The Federal Communications Commission, 

1919 M St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20554. 

With regard to pornography in the cable television industry, 

the interpretation of the Federal Communications Commission 

and the Department of Justice is that the existing Federal 

law against obscene and indecent broadcasting applies only 

to broadcasting over the airwaves, not to cable transmis-

sions. Federal regulation of cable television would require 

new action by the Congress. But there's no question that 

local and State authorities already have the power to regu­

late indecent materials that have an impact on their com­

munities, and the efforts of citizens like you and groups 



organized against pornography are vital if this power is to 

be exercised to stop pornography . 

Let me share with you some of the progress President Reagan 

has made in addressing the overall pornogr aphy problem at 

the national level. Although the enforcement of the Federal 

laws against obscenity had declined to very low levels by 

the beginning of the 1980s, we have begun on the path back 

to a sound enforcement policy. 

In December 1983, the President personally addressed the 

United States Attorneys at their annual conference in 

Washington, D. C. He told them that pornography degrades 

human dignity for women, children and men alike. He urged 

them, as the frontline enforcers of Federal criminal laws, 

to step up their enforcement of the Federal anti-obscenity 

statutes. 

The Justice Department, in May 1984, held the first-ever 

training seminar for Federal prosecutors and investigators 

on how to pursue anti-obscenity cases. At the same time, 

t he Unite d States Cu s t o ms Servi ce h as i n creased by o v er 2 00 

percent its seizures of obscene materials illegally coming 

into the country. By using "controlled del i veries" to the 

addressees of child pornography, in cooperation with the 

Postal Service, Customs has seized materials leading to 

arrests and indictments of persons who had been engaged in 

producing child pornography and molesting children. 



To further tighten the Federal laws against child pornog­

raphy, the Administration supported and the President 

signed the Child Protection Act of 1984. This legislation 

closes any and all loopholes that might have been open to 

child pornographers in the past, and dramatically increases 

the criminal penalties. 

Also, the Administration announced the membership of the 

Attorney General's Commission on Pornography on May 20. The 

establishment of the Commission fulfills the commitment the 

President made last year to form an advisory body of experts 

from public and private life who represent a wide range of 

fields related to law enforcement, social sciences and com-

munity services. The Commission will investigate the full 

dimensions of the pornography problem, review the additional 

data that has become available since the report of the 1970 

Presidential Commission, and make recommendations for public 

policymakers. President Reagan looks forward to reviewing 

the Commission's findings and recommendations when they are 

submitted next year. 

In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are 

determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its 

assault on basic values in our society. We certainly 

appreciate your support. Thank you for your concern. 



• 
' 

With best wishes from the President, 



' AVH-198D (2nd Rev.) 
JIB: Pornogra hy a~, Mention of Senator Helms' S.2679 on Cable-Porn 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 17, 1985 (XXX198D) 

Dear Mr. Ortega: 

Thank you for your message to President Reagan regarding the 
problem of pornography in the cable television industry, as well 
as "dial - a-porn" operations. I regret the delay in this reply, 
but I can assure you that the President shares your concern 
about these issues. He has spoken out forcefully against the 
degrading of human dignity by obscene materials distributed in 
our country, and he will continue to do so. 

The Administration recognizes the special difficulties posed by 
the appearance of "dial-a-porn" operations, which open a new 
front in the pornography area and are highly accessible to 
children. Last year, the Congress adopted legislation which 
imposes fines on those who use telephone facilities to transmit 
obscene or indecent messages to those who are under 18 years of 
age. The law required the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) to promulgate regulations that would, in effect, restrict 
access of minors to th is type of pornography. The FCC 
responded to this Congressional directive and published a 
regulation on June 4, 1984 which banned the operation of "dial-a­
porn" between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. daily to maximize the 
opportunity for parental supervision of minor children. On 
November 2, 1984 the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
found that the FCC had failed to justify the regulation and 
ordered further proceedings bY, the Commission to determine if 
the method of "time-channeling' the operation of "dial-a-porn" 
was the best available alternative for meeting the intent of 
Congress without harm to any constitutionally protected activity. 

On March 8, the FCC released a Second Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking designed to comply with the Court's ruling and to 
obtain public comment on the "time-channeling" method of 
restricting minors ' access to "dial-a-porn." The Notice also 
requests comment by the public, telephone companies, dial-in 
message companies and others on several other alternatives 
considered but initially rejected by the FCC to implement the will 
of Congress as defined by the 1984 legislation. For more 
information on this rulemaking issue, please write to: The 
Federal Communications Commission, 1919 M St., N. W., 
Washington, D.C. 20554. 

(5/17/85) 
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With regard to pornography in the cable television industry, the 
interpretation of the Federal Communications Commission and the 
Department of Justice is that the existing Federal law against 
obscene and indecent broadcasting applies only to broadcasting 
over the airwaves, not to cable transmissions. Federal regulation 
of cable television would require new action by the Congress. 
But there's no question that local and State authorities already 
have the power to regulate indecent materials that have an impact 
on their communities, and the efforts of citizens like you and 
groups organized against pornography are vital if this power is 
to be exercised to stop pornography. 

Let me share with you some of the progress President Reagan has 
made in addressing the overall pornography problem at the 
national level. Although the enforcement of the Federal laws 
against obscenity had declined to very low levels by the 
beginning of the 1980s, we have begun on the path back to a 
sound enforcement policy. 

In December 1983, the President personally addressed the United 
States Attorneys at their annual conference in Washington, D.C. 
He told them that pornography degrades human dignity for 
women, children and men alike. He urged them, as the frontline 
enforcers of Federal criminal laws, to step up their enforcement 
of the Federal anti-obscenity statutes. 

The Justice Department, in May 1984, held the first-ever training 
seminar for Federal prosecutors and investigators on how to 
pursue anti-obscenity cases. At the same time, the United States 
Customs Service has increased by over 200 percent its seizures 
of obscene materials illegally corning into the country. By using 
"controlled deliveries" to the addressees of child pornography, in 
cooperation with the Postal Service, Customs has seized materials 
leading to arrests and indictments of persons who had been 
engaged in producing child pornography and molesting children. 

To further tighten the Federal laws against child pornography, 
the Administration supported and the President signed the Child 
Protection Act of 1984. This legislation closes any and all 
loopholes that might have been open to child pornographers in 

the past, and dramatically increases the criminal penalties. 

Also, the establishment of the Attorney General ' s Commission on 
Pornography was officially announced on March 4, 1985. The 
Commission will study the effects of pornography on Am e ri ca n 
society and will make recommendations to the Attorney General 
about this serious national problem. The Commission will consist 
of 11 members from public and private life who have a wide range 
of expertise in fields related to law enforcement, social sciences 
and community services. 

(5/17/85) 
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In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are 
determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its assault 
on basic values in our society. We certainly appreciate your 
support. Thank you for your concern. 

With best wishes from the President, 

Mr . Michael Ortega 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

(5/17/85) 

Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
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Thank you for your message to President Reagan regarding the 

problem of pornography in the cable television industry, as 

well as "dial-a-porn" operations. I can assure you that the 

President shares your concern about these issues. He has 

spoken out forcefully against the degrading of human dignity 

by obscene materials distributed in our country, and he will 

continue to do so.¼ 

The Administration recognizes the special difficulti~s d 
-- 1 

by the appearance of "dial-a-porn" operations, whic\ n a 

new front in the pornography area and are highly accessible 

to children. Last year, the Congress adopted legislation 

which imposes fines on those who use telephone facilities to 

transmit obscene pr indecent messages to those who are under 

18 years of age. The law required the Federal Communica-¼ 

tions Commission (FCC) to promulgate regulations that would, 

in effect, restrict access of minors to this type of por-¼ 

nography. The FCC responded to this Congressional directive 

Jana promulgated a regulation on June 4, 1984 :::Which banned 

the operation of "dial-a-porn" between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 

p.m. daily to maximize the opportunity for parental super-¼ 

vision of minor children. On November 2, 1984 the Court of 

Appeals for the Second Circuit found that the FCC had failed 

to justify the regulation and ordered further proceedings by 

the Commission to determine if the method of "time-channel-¼ 

ing" the operation of "dial-a-porn" was the best available 



• 
I 

alternative for meeting the intent of Congress without harm 

to any constitutionally protected activity.¼ 

On March 8, the FCC released a Second Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking designed to comply with the Court's ruling and to 

obtain public comment on the "time-channeling" method of 

restricting minors' access to "dial-a-porn." The Notice 

also requests comment by the public, telephone companies, 

dial-in message companies and others on several other 

alternatives considered but initially rejected by the FCC to 

implement the will of Congress as defined by the 1984 
.P-or ~ ~~---~ """ -I~ ~~k:.~~ 

legislation. i-iilerested ~arties ~ay pro,ide the FCC witfb o 
, ~,c, . ..,. .J>,,_,.,A,. w,.:.k -h.::, s -, , 

comments on o.: before May 14, 1905 and reply cofflHleRt:3 on~ 

_ betare ~II, 138b The address i~ Federal Communica-¼ 

- tions Commission, 1919 M St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20554.¼ 

With regard to pornography in the cable television industry, 

the interpretation of the Federal Communications Commission 

and the Department of Justice is that the existing Federal 

law against obscene and indecent broadcasting applies only 

to broadcasting over the airwaves, not to cable transmis-¼ 

sions. Federal regulation of cable television would require 

new action by the Congress. But there's no question that 

local and State authorities already have the power to regu-¼ 

late indecent materials that have an impact on their com-¼ 

munities, and the efforts of citizens like you and groups 

- organized against pornography are vital if this power is to 

be exercised to stop pornography.¼ 



Let me share with you some of the progress President Reagan 

has made in addressing the overall pornography problem at 

the national level. Although the enforcement of the Federal 

laws against obscenity had declined to very low levels by 

the beginning of the 1980s, we have begun on the path back 

to a sound enforcement policy.¼ 

¼ 

In December 1983, the President personally addressed the 

United States Attorneys at their annual conference in 

Washington, D.C. He told them that pornography degrades 

human dignity for women, children and men alike. He urged 

them, as the frontline enforcers of Federal criminal laws, 

to step up their enforcement of the Federal anti-obscenity 

statutes.¼ 

¼ 

Th~ Justice Department, in May 1984, held the first-ever 

training seminar for Federal prosecutors and investigators 

on how to pursue anti-obscenity cases. ~hia is a necessar y 

fi rst s t ep in i mproving en f or cement of the l aws. At the 

same time, the United States Customs Service has increased 

by over 200 percent its seizures of obscene materials 

illegally corning into the country. By using "controlled 

deliveries" to the addressees of child pornography, in 

cooperation with the Postal Service, Customs has seized 

materials leading to arrests and indictments of persons who 

had been engaged in producing child pornography and 

• molesting children.¼ 

-



To further t~ghten the Federal laws against child pornog-¼ 
I 

raphy, the Administration supported and the President 

• signed the Child Protection Act of 1984. This legislation 

closes any and all loopholes that might have been open to 

child pornographers in the past, and dramatically increases 

the criminal penalties.¼ 

Also, the establishment of the Attorney General's Commission 

on Pornography was officially announced on March 4, 1985. 

The Commission will study the effects of pornography on 

American society and will make recommendations to the 

Attorney General about this serious national problem. The 

Commission will consist of 11 members from public and 

private life who have a wide range of expertise in fields 

related to law enforcement, social sciences and community 

services.¼ 

In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are 

determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its 

assault on basic values in our society. We certainly 

appreciate your support. Thank you for your concern.¼ 

With best wishes from the President,¼ 
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Thank you for your message to President Reagan regarding the 

problem of pornography in the cable television industry, as 

well as "dial-a-porn" operations. I can assure you that the 

President shares your concern about these issues. He has 

spoken out forcefully against the degrading of human dignity 

by obscene materials distributed in our country, and he will 

continue to do so.¼ 

The Administration recognizes the special difficulti~s d 
- 1 

by the appearance of "dial-a-porn" operations, which n a 

. \ . 
new front in the pornography area and are highly accessible 

to children. Last year, the Congress adopted legislation 

which imposes fines on those who use telephone facilities to 

transmit obscene or indecent messages to those who are under 

18 years of age. The law required the Federal Communica-¼ 

tions Commission (FCC) to promulgate regulations that would, 

in effect, restrict access of minors to this type of por-¼ 

nography. The FCC responded to this Congressional directive 

and promulgated a regulation on June 4, 1984 · which banned 

the operation of "dial-a-porn" between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 

p.m. daily to maximize the opportunity for parental super-¼ 

vision of minor children. On November 2, 1984 the Court of 

Appeals for the Second Circuit found that the FCC had failed 

to justify the regulation and ordered further proceedings by 

the Commission to determine if the method of "time-channel-¼ 

ing" the operation of "dial-a-porn" was the best available 



alternative for meeting the intent of Congress without harm 

to any constitutionally protected activity.¼ 

¼ 

On March 8, the FCC released a Second Notice of Proposed 

Rulernaking designed to comply with the Court's ruling and to 

obtain public comment on the "time-channeling" method of 

restricting minors' access to "dial-a-porn." The Notice 

also requests comment by the public, telephone companies, 

dial-in message companies and others on several other 

alternatives considered but initially rejected by the FCC to 

implement the will of Congress as defined by the 1984 

legislation. Interested parties may provide the FCC with 

comments on or before May 14, 1985 and reply comments on or 

before June 11, 1985. The address is: Federal Communica-¼ 

tions Commission, 19l9 M St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20554.¼ 

¼ 

With regard to pornography in the cable television industry, 

the interpretation of the Federal Communications Commission 

and the Department of Justice is that the existing Federal 

law against obscene and indecent broadcasting applies only 

to broadcasting over the airwaves, not to cable transrnis-¼ 

sions. Federal regulation of cable television would require 

new action by the Congress. But there's no question that 

local and State authorities already have the power to regu-¼ 

late indecent materials that have an impact on their corn-¼ 

rnunities, and the efforts of citizens like you and groups 

organized against pornography are vital if this power is to 

be exercised to stop pornography.¼ 



¼ 

Let me share with you some of the progress Presfdent 1Reagan 

has made in addressing the overall pornography problem at 

the national level. Although the enforcement of the Federal 

laws against obscenity had declined to very low levels by 

the beginning of the 1980s, we have begun on the path back 

to a sound enforcement policy.¼ 

¼ 

In December 1983, the President personally addressed the 

United States Attorneys at their annual conference in 

Washington, D.C. He told them that pornography degrades 

human dignity for women, children and men alike. He urged 

them, as the frontline enforcers of Federal criminal laws, 

to step up their enforcement of the Federal anti-obscenity 

statutes.¼ 

¼ 

The Justice Department, in May 1984, held the first-ever 

training seminar for Federal prosecutors and investigators 

on how to pursue anti-obscenity cases. This is a necessary 

first step in improving enforcement of the laws. At the 

same time, the United States Customs Service has increased 

by over 200 percent its seizures of obscene materials 

illegally coming into the country. By using "controlled 

deliveries" to the addressees of child pornography, in 

cooperation with the Postal Service, Customs has seized 

materials leading to arrests and indictments of persons who 

had been engaged in producing child pornography and 

molesting children.¼ 



To furth~r tighten the Federal laws against child pornog-¼ 
I I 

raphy, the Administration supported and the President 

signed the Child Protection Act of 1984. This legislation 

closes any and all loopholes that might have been open to 

child pornographers in the past, and dramatically increases 

the criminal penalties.¼ 

Also, the establishment of the Attorney General's Commission 

on Pornography was officially announced on March 4, 1985. 

The Commission will study the effects of pornography on 

American society and will make recommendations to the 

Attorney General about this serious national problem. The 

Commission will consist of 11 members from public and 

private life who have a wide range of expertise in fields 

related to law enforcement, social sciences and community 

• services.¼ 

¼ 

In sum, the Administration is making real headway and we are 

determined to do even more to defeat pornography and its 

assault on basic values in our society. We certainly 

appreciate your support. Thank you for your concern.¼ 

With best wishes from the President,¼ 




