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THE HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY 

Following the precedent set by President Roosevelt, friends 
of President Harry s. Truman began to plan a library for 
his papers while he was still in the White House. 

The Harry s. Truman Library, Inc., was chartered under the 
laws of the State of Missouri on July 14, 1950, to erect 
and equip a building or buildings to house and preserve 
President Truman's papers and other historical materials. 
The charter authorized the Corporation to solicit and raise 
money and accept gifts, acquire land, borrow money, and 
exercise other powers conducive to attaining its goals. The 
Corporation trustees held their first meeting on September 16, 
1950, at Kansas City, Missouri. 

Before President Truman left the White House, he informed the 
Administrator of General Services, in a letter dated 
January 17, 1953, that he proposed to offer his personal 
papers for deposit in the national archival system under 
provisions of section 507(e) of the Federal Records Act of 
1950 or under future legislation in the event that the 
Government accepted the proposed library. On the same day, 
the Administrator replied that pending the construction of 
the library, and while the papers were under the President's 
personal charge at a Kansas City depository, he would assign 
archivists to assist in arranging and classifying them. 

While the Harry S. Truman Library, Inc., was raising funds for 
the construction of a Presidential archival depository, 
Congress passed legislation to provide for the acceptance and 
maintenance of libraries of other Presidents under the same 
general terms as it had adopted for the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Library. President Eisenhower approved the legislation on 
August 12, 1955, as an amendment to the Federal Property and 
Administrative Services Act of 1949 (65 Stat. 695). It has 
provided the statutory basis for all subsequent Presidential 
libraries. 

The Harry S. Truman Library, Inc., organized its building 
fund drive by states, with a committee in each, to raise a 
little over one million dollars. Up to the end of the Truman 
administration $70,000 had been contributed; by the end of 
1953, donations amounted to $620,000; and by the time the 
library was completed in September, 1957, some 1.8 million 
dollars had been received. 

The city of Independence donated for the library thirteen 
and a half acres of land with an estimated value of more than 
$400,000. In order to make the library grounds easily 
accessible, the Missouri Highway Department improved the 
highway at the point where it passed the library site, 
constructing exit and entrance roads and an underpass at a 
cost approaching $500,000. 



On February 11, 1957, Basil O'Connor, president of the Board 
of Trustees of the Harry s. Truman Library, Inc., offered 
the library as a gift to the United States for the purpose of 
creating a Presidential archival depository. His letter to 
the Administrator of General Services stated that the 
actual cash outlays by the Corporation for the structure 
and grounds exceeded $1.5 million, but he added that the 
actual value was much greater as many services and materials 
had been c6ntributed. 

The day after O'Connor offered the completed library, former 
President Truman wrote to the Administrator offering his 
papers and other historical materials to the United States 
for preservation in the Harry S. Truman Library. The 
Corporation subsequently conveyed the land and building at 
Independece, Missouri, to the United States under a deed 
dated June 10, 1957. The Harry S. Truman Library was 
dedicated and accepted as part of the national archival 
system on July 6, 1957. 
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Trr1111rrr: WILMl!a J. WALLER • 'Sur,t•r:,: ToM L. EvAN> 

February 11> 1957 

Dear Mr. Floete: 

As the President of the Harry S. Truman Library 
Inc.> I have been authorized by its Board of Trustees to offer the 
Harry S. Truman Library as a gift to the United States> for the 
purpose of creating a Presidential archival depository under the 
terms of the Federal Property and Achninistrative Services Act of 
1949 as amended (65 Stat. 695). 

The Harry S. Truman Library Inc. is a non-profit 
corporation organized under the laws of the State of Missouri 
expressly for the purpose of carrying out former President Truman's 
wishes to erect a building in Jackson County, Missouri that will 
contain his papers and memorabilia> and to offer that building as 
a gift to the United States. 

In compliance with former President Truman's 
intentions and with his active encouragement and support, this 
Corporation has collected the necessary funds and caused a building 
to be constructed on a plot of land donated to this Corporation by 
the City of Independence> Missouri and adjacent to a public park in 
that city. 

The land, which comprises approximately thirteen 
and one-half acres> lies in a residential section of the City, on 
the north side of Highway 24. It includes a city block formerly 
occupied by private dwellings which the City purchased and cleared 
away. The value of the entire area transferred by the City to the 
Corporation is estimated at upwards of $400,000.00. The Library 
building is situated on the highest part of the land> which slopes 
away on two sides toward the Highway and the park • 

The Highway Department of the State of Missouri 
has improved Highway 24 at the point where it passes the Library 
site, building exit roads and entrance roads and an underpass so 
that the Library grounds are easily and safely accessible to 
automobiles proceeding in either direction on the Highway. The 
cost of these improvements to the State of Missouri approaches 
$500,000.00. 



I 

l . 
I 

t 
i 

l 
l 
I 
l 
l 

l 

l 
I 
l 
I 
! 
I 

i 

l 
I 
( 

t 
I 
i 
I 
i 
I 

1 
t 

! • 

! 
; 
; 
l 
I 
I 

! 
i 

I , 
l 
; 
! 
I 

' i 
i 
l 

I 
I 
i 
i 
i 

i 
! 
I 

' 

~ 
f 
' 

( 

\ 

The Library building itself, designed from the 
start to serve as a Presidential archival depository and as a 
center of study and research, together with the grading, landscaping 
and planting of the grounds, and the construction of roads, walks 
and a parking lot, will represent, on completion, actual cash out­
lays by this Corporation exceeding $1,500,000.00. The actual value 
of the structure and the grounds is much greater, as many of the 
services and materials going into them have been contributed as a 
gift . to this Corporation. 

The building is an example of contemporary 
architecture, dignified but infonnal in plan, consisting of one 
floor and a basement under the entire structure. Crescent-shaped 
in outline, the building is approximately 525 feet from end to end, 
and has a total of 70,000 feet of floor space. It is air-conditioned 
throughout. " It is faced with Indiana limestone, buff in color, laid 
in a random ashlar pattern. Its functional areas include a record 
room for preserving and protecting papers and books, a spacious 
reading room, a lecture hall with a seating capacity of 200, a 
museum wing and a lobby for the display of historical objects and 
papers, and numerous offices for the use of scholars and the 
archival staff. In addition it will contain an exact reproduction 
of the Presidential oval office in the West Wing of the \Jhite House, 
which together with the museum area, should serve. to attract tourists 
and other visitors. It also contains a suite of offices designed 
for the use of former President Truman and his assistants during 
his lifetime. 

This building has been constructed for the two­
fold purpose of ' serving to house the papers and other historical 
materials belonging to former President Truman, and of being owned 
and operated by the Government of the United States as a Presidential 
archival depository. These two purposes must therefore be carried 
out together. I understand that former President Truman is making · 
an offer to the United States of his papers and other historical 
materials subject to the condition that they be permanently preserved 
in this building and there be made available to the public. In 
similar fashion, the offer which I make, on behalf of the Corporation, 
must be conditioned on the acceptance by the United States of the 
papers and other historical materials of former President Truman on 
terms agreeable to him, and upon agreement by the United States to 
preserve his papers and historical materials in this building, and 

2. 

to operate this building and its contents permanently as a Presidential 
archival depository. 
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Accordingly, as I have been authorized to do. I 
hereby offer to the United States of America the following described 
lots or tracts of land lying in the City of Independence, County of 
Jackson and State of Missouri, to wit: 

Beginning at the N. E. corner of 
Lot 173, Pickwick Place, as shown on 
the recorded plat thereof; thence south 
along the west line of Pleasant Street 
805.55 ft. to a point on the north line 
of the right of way of U.S. Highway 
No. 24 (SO ft. from the center line 
thereof); thence North 89 degrees 34 
minutes West along the north °line of said 
right of way 698.17 ft; thence north 
parallel to the west line of Pleasant 
Street 826.25 ft; thence south 89 degrees 
34 minutes East 322.22 ft; t~ence south 
71 degrees 36 minutes East 63.19 ft. to 
the N. W. corner of Lot 200, Pickwick 
Place; thence South 89 degrees 22 minutes 
East 316 ft. to the point of beginning. 

Together with the building erected 
on the said lots and all fixtures, improve­
ments and appurtenances_ relating thereto, 

· which lots and building are hereinafter 
referred to as the Harry S. Truman Library: 

To have and to hold ti1e said premises, with all 
the rights thereto belonging to the Harry S. Truman Library, Inc., 
forever, on condition that. the United States assume the following 
obligations and undertakings: 

l. The United States will accept the papers 
and other historical materials of former 
President Harry s. Truman on terms and 
conditions and subject to restrictions 
agreeable to him, and will agree to pre­
serve and protect the said papers and 
other historical materials in perpetuity 
and keep them in the said Harry S. Truman 
Library in Independence, Missouri, and 
there make them available for study and 
research. 
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2. The United States will maintain> operate 
and protect the said Harry S. Truman Library 
as a Presidential archival depository within 
the meaning of the Federal Property and 
Administrative Services Act of 1949 as 
amended (65 Stat. 695), in perpetuity, 
and will not add to or alter the name of 
the said Library, which shall always be 
"The Harry S. Truman Library", nor change, 
remove or deface any commemorative or 
memorial elements in the structure or 
grounds of the said Library having to do 
with former President Harry S. Truman. 

3. The United States will permit former 
Presideqt Harry s. Truman and his assistants 
to occupy and ~se during his lifetime, free 
of any charge or expense whatsoever, the 
offices, rooms and other spaces in the 
said Library designated on the plans or 
by agreement between this Corporation and 
the Archivist of the United States for such 
occupancy and use, for so long a time as 
former President Harry s. Truman shall 
require, and shall allow former President 
Harry s. Truman and his assistants and 
designees full access to the said Library 
and all parts thereof at all times, as 
he may request. 

4. •. The United States will permit all members 
·of this Corporat ion and all or any of its 
agents, employees or contractors to enter 
upon the Library at all reasonable times, 
free of any charge or fee, and there to 
perform such work upon the building or 
grounds or to make such additions or 
improvements thereto as may be mutually 
agreed upon from time to time by the 
Archivis.t of the United States and the 
Corporation. 
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· If the United States will agree to the conditions 
and undertakings described above, I have been authorized to transfer 
title to the Library to the United States at such time as may be 
most effective and appropriate in carrying out the objectives of 
the Corporation. Construction work is still in progress on the 
building and grounds, and the finishing and furnishing of the 
interior of the building yet remain to be done. While it is hoped 
that this work will be completed promptly, it is apparent that 
several months must elapse before everything, including particularly 
the grading and planting of the grounds, can be finished. It would 
appear most expedient to make th~ transfer of title after this work 
has been at least substantially completed. 

Therefore, if the United States will assume the 
obligations and undertakings outlined above, I undertake to convey 
title to the Library, as above described, to the Government when the 
work is completed, but in any case not later than twelve months 
from the date of the acceptance of this offer. 

Meanwhile the Corp,oration is willing to allow the 
United States, its agents and employees to have full access to the 
building, and to initiate ·and carry on therein any activities, such 
as the storing and arrangement of books, papers and historical 
materials related to the function of maintaining, operating and pro-
tecting the Library as a Presidential archival depository, provided~ 
of course, that such activities do not impede the completion of the · 
project. Since these are matters of detail, they can best be settled 
by agreements and arrangements entered into and modified from time to 
time by the Corporation and the appropriate officers of the United 
States. 

I append to this letter certified copies of the 
pertinent Resolution of the Board of Trustees of the Harry S. Truman 
Library. Inc., and the deed vesting title to the property above 
described in this Corporation. 

Pennit me to say, in conclusion> that, over the 
entire course of the planning and construction of this Library, the 
Corporation, its architects and contractors have had the unflagging 

.• 
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interest and the wise counsel of the Archivist of the United · 
States, the Honorable Wayne C. Grover, and his staff. His advice 
and technical . assistance have been invaluable at every turnp and 
have aided us materia~ly in creating a facility which will give 
efficient service to the public and the scholarly community for 
many decades to come. 

Faithfully yours, 

President 
The Harry S. Truman Library, Inc. 

The Hon. Franklin G. Floete 
Administrator of General Services. 
General Serv.ices Administration 
Washington 25, D. C. 



HARRY S. THUMAN 
FEDERAL R:l?SJ!!RVJ!! BANX BUILDINO 

- KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 

Honorable Franklin G. Floete 
Administrator of General Service 
General Services Administration 
Washington 25, D.- c. 

Dear Mr. Floete: 

February 12, 1957 

As you know, it has long been my desire to 
give to the United States the papers accumulated 
during my years in public office and ·the other his­
torical materials, mementos, objects of art and other 
memorabilia acquired by me as President during my term 
of office, to the end that the people may have those 
things available for study and research, and for their 
enjoyment and education. In pursuit of this objective, 
a Library building has been constructed 1n the City 
of Independence, by public subscription, suitable for 
housingl preserving and exhibiting these papers and 
materia s. This building 1s now nearing completion, 
and it is the intention of the Harry s. Truman Library, 
Inc., the non-profit corporation which has financed 
and erected it, to present it as a gift to the United 
States on certain conditions, and provided the United 
States will maintain operate and protect it as a 
Presidential archival depository as provided in the 
Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 
1949 as amended (65 Stat. 695). 

At this time, therefore, under the terms of 
the said statute, I offer my papers and other histori­
cal materials as hereinafter described to the United 
States on condition that they will be preserved and 
made available pursuant to restrictions imposed by 
me, and on condition that they be accepted by .the 
United States on the terms and provisions hereinafter 
set forth. · 

1. I offer to the United States all my right, 
title and interest in my papers now stored in the 
Memorial Building on Maple Avenue and Pleasant Street 
in the City of Independence, Missouri. These include 
substantially all the papers which were in the files 
of the 'White House when I relinquished the office of 
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Honorable Franklin G. Floete February 12, 1957 
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President. They als:> include a number of other files 
accumulated by me 1n my public offices prior to that 
time, and are estimated to total several . million 
documents. 

2. I offer to the United States all my right, 
title and interest in my other papers relating to my 
public offices wherever located or stored, with the 
exception of certain papers determined by me or in the 
event of my death by my executors or personal represent­
atives, prior to the transfer thereof, to be related in 
whole or in part to the business or personal affairs of 
myself or my family (which term as used in this offer 
shall include my wife, mother, daughter, brother, sister, 
nephews or nieces). 

. 3. I offer to the Uni~ed States all the other 
historical materials collected during my tenure of public 
office now belonging t .o me which are located in Jackson 
County, Missouri, or elsewhere, other than in my private 
residence in the City of Independence, Missouri, and 
which shall .not prior to .the transfer thereof be marked, 
labelled or otherwise designated to show a reservation 
of title 1n me, or which shall not have been received 
for the business or personal use of myself or my family. 
The term "historical materials" as used in this offer 
shall bear the same meaning as defined 1n the Federal 
Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949 as 
amended (69 Stat. 695). 

4. The offers contained 1n paragraphs l, 2 
and 3 hereof shall lapse and become ineffective unless 
within one year from the date hereof the United States 
shall accept the offer of the Harry s. Truman Library 
and the land surrounding said building now under con­
struction in the City of Independence, Missouri, and 
shall agree to maintain and operate it at all times 
thereafter as a Presidential archival depository for 
the storage of the papers and the · other historical 
materials included in such offers in accordance with 
the provisions of the Federal Property and Administrative 
Services Act of 1949 as amended. 

5. Upon the acceptance and agreement mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph, the papers described in 
paragraph 1 will be transferred to the United States 
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for storage in said building as soon as possible; and 
the papers and historical materials described in para­
graphs 2 and 3 hereof shall be transferred from tirre to 
time as shall be agreed upon by the Administrator of the 

· General Services Administration and me or my executors 
or r epresenta ti ves. 

6. I or my executors or personal representatives 
shall be the sole judge of (a) which papers relate to my 
various public offices and which relate to the personal 
or business affairs of myself or my family, and (b) which 
of my other historical materials were received for the 
business or personal use of myself or my family. 

7. All papers and other historical materials 
which shall be transferred pursuant to the foregoing to 
the United States shall be kept permanently in the said Harry 
S. Truman Library, after the United States shall have 
accepted and agreed to maintain it as set forth in paragraph 
3, subject to the right of the Archivist of the United 
States in his discretion (a) to make temporary loans there­
of to such persons, organizations or institutions as he 

-shall determine, (b) to dispose by sale, exchange or other­
wise of any such papers or historical materials which he 
may determine to have no permanent value or historical 
interest or to be surplus to the needs of the Harry s. 
Truman Library, and (c) to remove from the said Library 
any and all of such papers or historical materials if he 
shall deem it necessary to preserve them from threatened 
destruction. 

8. All papers transferred by me or my represent­
atives to the United States shall be freely accessible at 
all reasonable times to me er to persons designated by me 
in writing during my life or after my death to the persons 
designated by me in my will. 

9. It is my purpose to make the papers and other 
historical materials referred to herein available for the 
purpose of study and research as soon as possible and to 
the fullest possible extent. However, since the President 
of the United States is the recipient of many confidences 
from others, and since the inviolability of such confi­
dence is es s ential to the functioning of the constitutional 
office of the Presidency, it will be necessary to withhold 
from public scrutiny certain papers and classes of papers 
for varying periods of time. 

. '· 
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Therefore, fo ~ the time being, the following 
classes of papers shall be withheld from inspection by 
and their contents. shall be kept confidential and shali 
not b.e divulged to, anyone (including public officials) 
other than ( 1) regular employees of the National Ar.chives 
and Record Service rerforming normal archival services on 
such papers under the general supervision of the Archivist 
of the United States, and. (2) myself and persons authorized 
by me in my will or otherwise to have· access to such papers 
on my .behalf, pursuant to paragraph 8 hereof: 

(a) Papers that are classified as to secrecy 
and security pursuant to law until such 
classification shall be removed. Such 
classification shall be reviewed from 
time to time; and 

(b) Papers containing statements which may 
in any manner injure, embarrass or harass 
any living person or the living members of' 
the family of any deceased person, or 

, papers which may in any manner be preju­
dicial to the conduct of foreign relations 
with any government, or papers containing 
statements made by or to me ·in confidence 
in any official capacity. 

10. Subject to my approval or the approval or the 
persons designated by me in my. will or otherwise to act 
after my death with respect to these papers and historical. 
materials, the employees of tra National Archi~es and 
Record Service may perform the services necessary to the 
classification of the papers in accordance with the fore­
going paragraph, and may place any withheld papers in 
special files where they shall be available only to me- or 
to such persons or employees. 

11. All papers withheld 1n accordance with the 
foregoing provisions shall be reexamined from time to 
time by employees of the National Archives and Records Ser­
vice under the direction of the Archivist of the United 
States and, subject to approval by me or by persons 
designated by me in my will or otherwise to act after my 
death with respect to those papers and historical materials, 
shall be opened to general use as soon as the passage of 
time or othP.r circumstances have removed the conditions 
that ju3tify their being temporarily withheld. 
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~ Honorable Franklin G. Floete February 12, 1957 
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12. All competent private persons interested 
in using the papers for purposes of serious scholarly 
research shall be granted equal access to the papGrs 
that are not withheld in accordance with the foregoing. 

13. I hereby assign to the United States all 
rrry literary property rights in all papers which may be 
transferred to the United States in accordance with the 
terms and conditions herein expressed, except that I 
reserve to myself and my heirs (a) the right to make 
any use of such papers and (b) all literary property 
rights in any works that I have written or may hereafter 
write for publication. The foregoing reservation includes 
the right to license any publisher of ~uch material. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

- . .. ...._ 

. :,~-:;.;,:...:.., \ 
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I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, of Independence., Missouri, ·do hereby . 

make., _· publish and declare this to . be my Last ,fi:iJ1 l.an'd. Best · -

· ment. 

FIRST: 

by me. 
, · 

SECOND: I request that my debts and my funeral and ad­

ministration expenses 'be paid as promptly as shall 'be practic-. 

able. 

THIRD: A •. I have from time to time during my life given 

. and transferred to the United States or America all of my right~ 
1-· . . 
~-- ·title and ·1nterest 1n, and possession or., certain papers., his-

,,, ~ torical mate;ials and other property., to 'be kept in_ the Harry 

"rf51'. . · S. Truman Library in Independence, Missouri., on certain. condi-·. 

i . 
1 

i · 

' j 
. j 

.. . 

tions ~numerated in correspondence between me and the Adm1n1s­

·trator or General Services or the United States and the ~ch~­

vist or the United States. · 

B. I -hereby 'bequeath to the United States of America. all 
. . . or my right., •title and interest in, and possession or., the fol-

. . ,. . 

r. · Al1 of my remaining_ papers as United States Sena-
, 

tor, ,' as Vice--President or the United States and as President 

or the United States, other than .those thereof (a) which 
. . .'-, 

shall contain a label or other indication showing a reser-

~.ation of title in .me, or (b) which · shall be determined 

:: by my Executors 1n their sole and ab~o.lute ·discretion to 

be related 1n whole or in part to the business or personal 

arrnrs or myself or tmY' or the members or t'f1Y family (which 

shall.,· for the· purposes. or this Will, include my wire, 
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daU:ghter, brother, sister, nephews and nieces). 

II. All or my remaining. historical materials, which 

.· ·shall, ror the purposes or this Will, include all ~artoons., 
/ 

/ books, portraits, statues, objets d'art, models, pictures 
. . . 

and miscellaneous objects or materials ·having historical : ... . . . 
or commemorati.ve values, other than ~hose thereof (a) 

which shall be located at the time or my death in my pri-
' . 

vate residence in Independence, Missouri or in any other .. · . 

-private residence which I or my daughter may have at such 

time, or (b) which shall contain a .label or other indication 

showing .a reservation or title 1n me, or (c) which sh~l b~ 
.. 

·determined ~Y my Executors in their sole and absolute dis-

. cretiori to be related in whole or 1n part to· the business . . . . . . 

.· :_~_-or··_personal · affairs or myself or any or the memb.ers or -IDY' 
. . . , . 

C. The ·bequest made 1n part B _of this ,Article TlnRD is 

. · -. made- subject to the following ·conditions: 

I. That all papers and historical materials. ·so be­

. que~thed shall be kept p~·rmanently 1n the . s~d Harry S. ; 
. . . . . . 

. 'l'ruman1:.i'brary., subject, .however, to ·the right .or_ the 'Archi-

vist or .the United States -1n his s·ole and· absolute discre-· 
. ' 

tion (a) to make temporary loans. ther~or to -such persons, -

organizations or institutions as he shall .so determine; 
-. . 

(b) to· dispose, by sale, exchange, gift or otherwise·, · or 

any such papers or historical materials which .he• in his 

sole and absolu~e discretion shall determine in writing to 

have no pe~manent value -or historical interest or to be 

surplus to the needs of the said Harry S. Truman Library, 

or (c) to remove ·rrom the said Harry S. i'ruman Library any 
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and all such papers or historical mater1als · wh1ch he in 

hio sole and absolute discretion shall determine to be 

necessary to preserve them from threatened destruction • 

I 

. II. That all papers and historical materials so be­

que_athed shall be 1'ully accessible to my wife, daughter. and 

the members of. the committee c!eated by the provisions of 

Article FIFTH hereof. 

FOURTH: A. It is my purpose 'to make the · papers and his-

. .', ./1o;1cal. materials bequeathed . pursuant to the provl,sions o!' part ·:. 

-~ . . B or Art7cle THIRD hereof available !'or the purpose of study and 

c:. 
research as soon as·p-ossible and to the fullest possible extent. 

Howevez;/ since the President and the Vice-Pr.esident o!' the United 

·states ... are the recipients or many confidences !'rom others, and 

. · .since the inviolability of such confidences is essential to the 

fun~tioning o!' the const1tutional_o~!'ices of the Presidency and 

the Vice-Presidency, it will be necessary to withhold from pu'b-

.. 

,; . . 
·:1ic scrutiny certain papers and historical materials and classes 

of.papers and historical materials for.varying periods o!' time. 
. • I 

Theref'ore, for the _time being, as a condition of said bequest, 

j the following clas~es of pape_rs and hi.storical matericL1.s shall 
1 

·"_l be withheld :from inspection by, and their contents shall be kep~ 
; :vJ.-., (, ,,J.< Con1'1d.,;_~1a1 . and shall .noi: be ·clivul.ged to, anyone (including pub-

. / ( ' ;lie ott1c1a1s), other than (1) resuiU. employees or the N~ti~~al. 
: ._/ -_j Archives and Records Service ·performing normal archi.val services 

on such paper~ and historical materials under. the general super- . 
. . . . 

vision· .or the Archivist or the U~ited State·s,. anc;l (11) my wife, 

daughter and the members o!' th~ comm1 ttee created by the· pr_ovi­

·s1ons o~ Article FIFTH hereof: · 

I. .Papers and historical :materials .that arc class1-

1'1cd ao to · secrecy and security pur!lunnt to law, .which cla:1si 

' .. 
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fication shall be reviewed from time to time. 

; II. Papers and historical materials containing state-
. . . I 

ments which may in any manner injure 1 embarrass -or harass . 

~y ·11v1ng person or the living members of the family .of 

rmY deceased person. 
/ l·. 

III. Papers and historical materials which may in · 
i 

. any manner be prejudicial to the conduct of foreign rela-
1 

, -~ · · . . t.i .ons with any government. 

i IV. Papers and historical materials containing state-· i · . 

."i • . 

ments made by or to me 1n confidence in any official capac-

c. ity. 

:B. Subject to the approval or the committee created pur-

, /_..,. -- ~-.-··: :· .. : suS:llt ·t _o ,th~ pro~isions of Art_icle FIFTH .her~of 1 th~ empiorees . 

:·/ • . . or- the National Archives and Recor·ds Service may _per~orm the _ 
I 
i . . classi.fication services necessary pursuant to the provisions or 

t 
I 

I -~ l 

. part A of this Article FOURTH and -mai place any withheld papers 

and. hi~to~icai materials 1n special files where., for the_ tllll[! . 

. being., they shall be available only to my w1f'e 1 daughter and the 

• i 

i . 

' 1 

l 

J 
l 
J '. 

I 
I 

J 

I I 
-' 

. . 

members of said committee. 

c. ·. All ·papers :md h1storica1 . m~terials withheld ~ursuant 
. . 

to the provisions of .this Article FOURTH shall be reexamined 

from .time to time by employees of the National Archives _·and Rec­

ords Service under the direction of the ;Archivist of tne United 

States., and1 · subject to the approval or the committee created pur 

sum:it to the provisions or Article FIFTH hereof, shall be opened 

·to general use az soon as the passage or time or .other circum­

·stances have 1n the sole and absolute discretion or said committe 

removed the conditions that justify their being temporarily with­

. held. 

I 

I 
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D. It is my, wish, subject to -such rules and regulations as 

· .the Archivist or the United States shall prescribe, · that all com-. . . . 

· pet~nt private persons interested in using ~he paper3 ·and his~ 

torical materials bequeathed pursual)t to the provisions of part 

B or Art1·c1e · THIRD hereof. for purposes or serious scholarly re­

search shall be granted equal access to those or such papers .and 

·historical materials not withheld pursuant to the provisions o~ 

·t _ 
1 

~ this Art:1._°le FOURTH. 

{lo)f .. - ~IFTH: . The committee 

FOURTH hereof shall consist 

reterred· to in Articles THmD and• 

or the first named three persons. 

. 5 

trom the following list who shall survive me: 

. • . 

A. Charles S. Murphy, torme-rly my _sp~cial counsel. 

B. David D. LlQyd, . formerly or th~ White House starr •. 

, • c. Admiral Robert Dennison, · toI."Meriy my naval ·a1de .;,. 

. . . . 

. D. Admiral Sidney Souers, formerly o~e of my assist-

ants • 

. · E. Samuel I. Rosenman~ formerly my _special counsel 

~d now my lawyer; 

P •· Matthew Connelly, formerly' my secr_etary. 

. . 
In the event that any member of' . said comm.ttee shall die ·after 

me, . he shall be r~placed by the next named survivor. 

SIXTH: !'bequeath all or my· papers. and historical materials 
. . 

not bequeathed . to the United States of . America pursuant .ta .. the 

provisions or part B or Article THIRD ?ereof (a) to my _ wife and~ 

my daughter~ 1n equal shares, 1t ·they _shall both ·survive me, or 

. {b) 1£ only one or my wife -and dauc;hter shall· survive me, to 

that one,· or {c) 1r neither my wife nor my daughter shall survive 
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me, to the issue or my daughter who shall survive me, in equal 

shares per stirpes, or (d) if none or my wire, . my daughter and · 

the issue or my daughter shall survive me, to the United States 

of America to be trc_ated by. the United States of America in the 

same manner as the· papers arid historica1 materials bequeathed to 

the United States of America pursuant to the provisions of said _· 
\ 

par~ B. 

SEVENTH: All of the rest, residue and remainder 01' my prop-

-erty, real, personal and mixed, of whatsoever kind and nature and 

heresoever situated, of which I shal.l die seized or possessed, · . . . 
. and all property in which I shall have any interest, and all prop­

er~y over or with respect to which I shall have any power of ap­

pointment, remaining after provision for the payment of my debts 

and my !'une_ral .and adrr.1nistrat1on expenses and after provision · .- • 

. for the distribution ot. those which shall ·become e:r1•ect1ve of: the 

bequests provid!!d 1·or 1n part B o~ Article ·THIRD_ hereof' and _"_1n 

Article SIXTH hereof, is hereinai'ter referred t~ as "my Remaining 
---

' ·. Estate". 

. . 

EIGHTH: Ii' my w11"e ~hall survive me, anq 11• any (or all) . 
I • . 

ot .my daught~r .and her' issue shall also survive me,. I :devise and. 
. . 

· . bequeath to my Trustees hereunder property having a vaJ.ue equal 

t~ the aggregate value at the time of my death 01' all assets not 

hereby disposed of which 11passed" (within the_ -meaning · of Section 

2056(a) of ·th7 Internal. R~venue Code of 1954)~ whether or.'.npt by . . . . . . . 

reason of my death, from me to my wife . and with respect to which 

a deduction will be allowed in determ_ining the valu_e of my "tax­

able estate" (as defined 1n Sectio:l 2051 or said Internal Revenue 

Code), _ 1n trust neverthe~ess, to add the same to my Residuary Es-
. 

tate 1 and to dispose or the same, with my Residuary Est~te1 1n 

the manner provided 1n Article FOURTEENTH .hcrcor. I dir~ct that 
. 

the devise and the bcque5t to my Truotees h~re1nbcforc 1n this 
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or in whole -:o inco::1e, o:- in par~ to princi.pal a."'l.d in part 
; 

to inco~3, of said bala.;ce of trif estate or of the trust 
; 

hereby created as my Executors o:::- r:iy Trustees, as the case 

~cy be, other than.my w~fe, shall in their sole and abso-

lute discretion determine. 

E. Any receipt not hereinbefore in this Article 
. I 

T'rl&"l"T".:C-PIRST referred to which could be daemed to be ei.ther 

. prL""lcipal or "'ncot'.e shall ba deeir.ed to be in whole princi­

pal, or in . whole. income, or in pa..-rt principal.. and in -part 

· income., of said bala.11ce of. my estate or o~ the trust hereby 

created, and. any cost not herein~efore in this Article 

TWENTY-FIRST referred to which couJ.d be charged.. to either­

p:i:'inci,al or income shall be charged in whole to principal.., 

o::- in whole to income, or in part to principal and L""l pa:t· 

to incoma, of said balance ot my estate or of the trust 

hereby created, as my Executors· or my Trustees,. as the case 

may be, other than my w:U'e, shall in theµ- sole anC::. abso.-

lute discretion determine. 

F. - Upon. the termnation of the trust hereby created, 

a:ny 1!:icome which. shall. have · accrued, but which shall. not 

have ·been collected, prior to the date or such te~mination 

shall not be apportioned. and. shall pass as income to the 

next succeeding interest or estate. 
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two pages, includir.g this page, each 
of the first twenty pages of which 
was initialed prior to t:r..e execution 

. hereof by the above-na.-ned Testator 
~An,.sqy S. TRUMAN, was signed, sea.led, 
p!.!bl1shed and declared by said Testa­
tor as and for his Last Will a...'i"ld Tes-
tament i~ our presence and hearing, 
_a..";d we ther~l.!pon, at his request, in 
his .presence and in the presence of 
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER LIBRARY 

Abilene, Kansas 

CONSTRUCTED BY: Eisenhower Foundation; Eisenhower Presidential 
Library Corrmission 

SOURCE OF FUNDING: Eisenhower Foundation; Eisenhower Presidential 
Library Commission; State of Kansas; public and 
private donations. 

APPROXIMATE COST: $2 million for the library building; $956,000 
for the museum building. 

DEDICATION DATE: Museum, November 11, 1954; library, May 1, 1962 

SITE: 14.5 acres maintained by GSA 

BUILDINGS: 75,000 square feet of floor space 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS: $1,610,000 for an addition to the museum building 
in 1971 and for construction of the Visitors 
Center in 1975. 

President and Mrs. Eisenhower are interred in the Place of Meditation. 

DWIGHT D. £/:5£NHOWER... 
PR.£5/DENTIM L L!Bt?/v?.Y AND t1/J.5£U/1 

t1J58.l'1 

UfNfltY 

ABIL£N£ 
~NSt+S 
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Personal Papers 
(millions of pages) 

LIBRARY Presidential Total 

Hoover 1.1 5.6 

Roosevelt 10.5 15.7 

Truman 6.3 12. l 

Eisenhower 8.8 18.2 

Kennedy 6.8 27.3 

Johnson 15.7 25.4 

Ford 11. 6 14..7 

PRINCIPAL LIBRARY HOLDINGS 
September 30, 1980 

Still Photos Film 
(Items) (Feet) 

24,500 40 

126,600 303,400 

73,900 301,900 

104,900 597,700 

116,200 6,022,000 

556,900 803,700 

310,000 700,000 

Video Oral 
Tape Museum Books & History 

(Hours) Objects Seriels ~es) 

3 4,100 46,900 9,500 

10 22,100 77,300 2,900 

17 18,500 111,200 36,800 

10 26,600 50,300 21,900 

166 13,900 48,800 29,600 

4,600 37,700 25,600 35,300 

882 6,800 7,400 
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PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES 

RESEI\RCIIERS 

1\pplications J\pprovecl/Pcroon 'Ito Yo · 

1\ctivity_ · FY 1975 FY 1976 FY 1977 FY 1970 FY 1979 FY 19B0 

lloover 71/ 498 67/ 754 4)/ 427 · 59/ 528 89/ 95& 11)/ 614 

Roosevelt )94/1,361 438/l, 770 392/1,)03 301/1,535 332/1,097 512/1,603 

TrUr.lan 190/ 880 298/1,299 293/ 806 198/ 985 245/ 785 303/ 984 

Eisenhower 100/ 
~-

130/ -- 90/ 
--

106/ 496 -- 97/ --
116/ 390 625 484 527 625 

-- -- ~- -
Kennedy 158/ 682 160/ 728 211/1,123 . 208/ 878 172/ 785 ,~ 610/1,419 

Johnson 163/1,243 142/1,055 235/1,297 1~2/1,797 176/1,533 /I 190/1,618 

Ford --- --- --- --- 19/ p2. 32/ 119 

· TOTALS ·1,076/5,054 1,235/6,23], l,264/5,520 l,104/6,219 l,130/5,807 l,876/6,982 

t 
' 



MUSEUM VISITORS TO PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES 

Fiscal Year Hoover Roosevelt Truman Eisenhower l<ennedt_ 

1962 22,388 105,650 131., 000 
1963 111,675 140,503 140,762 
1964 36,434 161,469 155,053 iOl,988 
1965 60,000 177,536 . 179,890 91,891 
1966 95,713 180, 91.5 193,045 93 '/196 
1967 74,'~178 159,363 180,824 139,/•27 ·, 
1968 79,271 157,116 170,671 148,179 
1969 80,000 164,300 165,300 364,750 
1970 89,439 . 162,423 182,823 449,631 
1971 71,635 160,295 186,174 263,234 
1972 81,989 185,138 187,866 318,684 
1973 82,870 194,194 340,818 299,741 
1974 · 84,009 194,314 264,230 215,586 
1975 106,112 188,106 291,180 197,727 
1976 97,342 213,766 351,210 199,099 

1976-TQ* 50,872 109,907 159,374 96,433 
1977 91,334 371,514 324,136 177,242 
1978 95,418 276,865 264,714 170,172 
1979 69,778 215,582 219,067 127,026 
1980 64,606 241,459 201,639 143,910 563,470 

*In FY 1976, there was an extra "Transition Quarter" from July 1 to September 30, 1977. 
Since that time, the fiscal year begins on October 1 and concludes on September 30. 
Prior to FY 1976, the fiscal year began on July 1 and ended on June 30. 

Johnson Total 

259,038 
392,940 
454,944 
509,317 
563,169 
554,392 
555,237 
774,350 
884,316 

80,740 762,078 
676,549 1,450,226 
704,180 1,621,803 
542,717 1,300,856 
520,985 1,304,110 
683,810 1,545,227 
221,434 638,020 
657,907 1,622,133 
502,115 1,309,284 
480,521 1,111,974 
446,062 1,661,146 

·- ··-·- ···- .. . ··•-----------------------------



• THE DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER LIBRARY 

During the closing months of World War II, a group of 
eminent persons from across the nation organized the Eisenhower 
Foundation. The State of Kansas granted the Foundation (limited 
to 29 people) a non-profit corporation charter on July 23, 1945, 
with the aim of honoring veterans of the Second World War. Sub­
sequently, as the Foundation developed, it focused more and more 
on recognizing and memorializing the achievements of General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

The Foundation's first major work concerned the Eisenhower 
family home in Abilene, Kansas. In 1946, after the General's 
mother died, he and his brothers deeded the family home in 
Abilene to the Foundation to be operated and preserved for the 
benefit of the public. The Foundation opened the home to the 
public in June, 1947. 

General Eisenhower later designated the Foundation as the 
recipient of his military mementoes and trophies. From 1946 
to 1952 the Foundation was unsuccessful in its fund raising 
efforts because it was unable to tap large contributors. When 
General Eisenhower became a national political figure and 
Joyce Hall, Hallmark Card founder, and Senator Harry Darby 
took charge, large contributors were easily attracted and 
fund raising was more successful. With their increased abil­
ity they first raised funds for a museum to be erected on 
property adjacent to the family home. General Eisenhower 
laid the museum's cornerstone on June 6, 1952 on his return 
from Europe for the Presidential campaign of that year. 
President Eisenhower dedicated the museum on November 11, 
1954. 

During President Eisenhower's first term of office, the 
Foundation announced plans to build a Presidential library in 
Abilene with the assurance of the President that he could 
deposit his papers there. Plans were laid in 1957 for a state­
by-state campaign to raise funds for the library, with the 
national goal being three million dollars. 

A special Santa Fe train brought business and industrial 
leaders and others to Abilene on February 26, 1958, for the 
opening of the drive. The campaign won bipartisan support, 
with former President Truman giving it his endorsement, and 
the governors of each state establishing fund raising organi­
zations in their own states. These committees first approached 
large corporate and private donations and later enlarged the 
campaign to 18,000 individual donors. Direct mail, newspapers 
and other media add were used as well campaigns through the 
schools. 



The State of Kansas supported the effort by establishing 
the Eisenhower Presidential Library Commission with the 
power of eminent domain. The Commission assumed responsi­
bility for acquiring and landscaping the site. The Kansas 
State Architect supervised the design and construction of 
the building, and the legislature appropriated $275,000. 

In all, the individual contributions and the Kansas State 
appropriation amounted to approximately three million dollars. 
Ground was broken on October 13, 1959, but actual construction 
of the library did not begin until February, 1960. Many firms 
donated materials, and a railroad donated part of its right-of­
way. The building was substantially completed by September, 
1961. The cost, including landscaping, was approximately two 
million dollars. 

The Dwight D. Eisenhower Library was dedicated on May 1, 1962, 
with the former President participating in the ceremony. At 
that time, the Administrator of General Services formally ac­
cepted the library, making it part of the national archival 
system. General Eisenhower's papers, which he offered to the 
Administrator in 1960, were transferred to the library in 
increments. The first installment was sent in 1961; the last 
arrived after his death in 1969. 

In 1966, the Eisenhower Foundation deeded to the United States 
for administration by the General Services Administration both 
the Eisenhower Museum and the family home. Together with the 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Library, they form the Eisenhower Center 
at Abilene. 
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Dear Mr. Floete: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 13, 1960 

The papers of a President, which from the time of George 
Vlashington have been regarded as the personal property of the 
President, have, inescapably, a direct and important associa­
tion with the history of our country. Believing that they should 
be vermanently and ge::1erally available for study, I desire that 
my papers should be made so available and believe that this can 
best be done th:r ough a Preside1itial archival depository, as pro­
vided by the Fe<.ieral Property and Ad...-ninistrative Services Act 
of 1949, as aml:'nded. 

The Eisenhower Presidential Library Commissjon, an agency of 
the State of Kansas, now has under construction in the City of 
Abilene a library building, financed by public subscription, where 
it is proposed· to house my Presidential and other papers. This 
building is appr lpriately situated on land adjacent to my boyhood 
home and to arr useum, both of which are maintained by the 
Eisenhower Foundation, a non-profit corporation organized under 
the laws of Kansas. 

When the Library buildi.,.g has been completed, the Commission 
intends to present it, together with equip:r.ncnt and grounds, as a 
gift to the United States, on condition that the United _States will 
maintain and operate this Library as a Presidential archival' de­
pository under the provisions oi the above cited Act. 

Therefore, in furtherance of this plan and in accordance with the 
provisions of that Act, I now offer as a gift' to the United States 
such of my papers and other docwnenta_ry materials as are here­
inafter described, on condition that these papers and materials 
will be accepted, preserved, and made available by the_ United 
States under the following terms: 
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1. Upon the close of my term. in office, I shall cause to be 
transferred to the United States for deposit in the Library 
at Abilene the bulk of my papers in the White House office, 
estimated to include several million docwnents. 

2. Oth_er doct1rnents, still in my possession, including the re­
mainder of my Presidential papers, the papers accwnulated 
by me before my inauguration as President, and other docu­
mentary materials, including books, still pictures, motion 
pictures, and sound recordings, shall be transferred to the 
United Ste tes for deposit in said Library from time to time 
as shall b;! agreed upon by the Achninistrator of General 
Services )r his representative and me or my representative, 
except thc ,se papers and other documentary materials which 
shall, before or after my leaving the Cfffre of President, 
be deterrr ined by me or my representative to be excluded 
from· this offer by reason of private or personal interest ·in 
such papers or materials on my part or on the part of a 
member _of my family. 

3. The offer of the papers and other materials described in 
paragrapl- s 1 and 2 hereof is conditioned upon acceptance 
by the Un: ted States of the offer of the land and buildings 
comprising the Eisenhower Library at Abilene, Kansas, 
and upon its agreement to maintain arrl operate the Library 
at all times thereafter as a Presidential archival depository 
for the storage of such papers and other materials; in. ac­
cordance with the provisions of the Federal Property and 
Adrninic,trative Services Act of 1949, as amen~ed, such __ _ 
acceptance and agreement to be effected within 90 days 
after the end of the period described in the second proviso 
to section 507(£) (l} of said Act. 

4. All papers and other documentary materials which shall be 
transferred to the United States pursuant to the foregoing 
shall be kept in the Library permanently, subject to the 
right of the Administrator of General Services in his dis­
cretion (a) to make temporary loans thereof to such persons, 
organizations, or institutions as he shall determine, {b) to 
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dispose by sale, exchange, or otherwise of any such 
papers or documentary materials which the Archivist of 
th~ United States may determine to have no permanent 
or historical interest or to be surplus to the needs of 
said Library, an4 (c) to remove from said Library any 
or all suc!1 .. papers or documentary materials if he deems 
it necessary to preserve them from threatened destruction. 

All papers and other documentary materials transferred 
to th·e United States pursuant to the foregoing shall be ac­
cessible at all reasonable tunes to me, my son, my 
represer..t 1.tive, or to other persons authorized in writing 
by me or -_ny son to have access to such papers. 

It is my _Furpose to make the papers and other docwnentary 
materials donated to the United States 1)Y the terms of this 
instrument available for purpos~s of serious research as 
soon as pc..ssible and to the fullest extent possible. How­
ever, since the President of the United States is the re-

. cipient, of many confidences from others, and since the 
inviolability of such confidences is essential to the function­
ing of the office of the Presidency, it will be necessary to 
withhold from public scrutiny certain papers and classes of 
papers for varying periods of time. In pursuance of this 
objective and in accordance with the provisions of Section 
507(£) (3) of the Federal Property and Administrative 
Services Act of 1949, as amended, conditions are impcsed 
on ·the use of my papers as provided in paragraphs 7_ through 
10 immediately following. 

Subsequent to the execution of this instrum.ent, · the Admin­
istrator of General Services shall have the papers that are 
transferred to the United States reviewed and shall place 
under seal the following classes of materials·: 

a. Papers that are security-classified pursuant to law 
or Executive Order, until such classification shall 
be removed. 

b. Papers the use of which may be prejudicial to the 
maintenance of good relatio11:s with foreign nations. 

•. 
. ·-
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c. ::~apers containing statements 1nade by or to me in 
confidence. 

d. Papers :i;elating to my family or private business 
affairs, and papers relating to the families or private 
business affairs of persons who have had correspond­
ence with 1ne. 

e. .?apers containing statements about individuals which 
might be used to injure -or harass them or members 
of their families. 

f. Such other individual files as I, or my representative, 
or the Administrator of Gene:·•al Services may specify. 

8. Papers placed under seal shall not be :nade available to any­
one or their contents divulged to anyon~ (inch,1.ding public 
officials) except (a) persons authorized under the terms of 
paragraph 5 above, and {b) officials and employees of the 
National Archives and Records Service when performing essen­
tial archival work processes on such papers under the super­
vision of the Administrator of Ge.neral Services. 

·9. All papers placed under seal in . accordance with the foregoing 
provisions shall be reexamined from time to_ time by officials 
and employees of the National Archives and Records Service 
under the direction of the Administrator of General Services 
and, subject to approval by me or my representative, shall 
be opened to research use as soon as the passage of time or 
other circwnstances have removed the conditi ons that re­
quired that they be put under seal. 

10. All competent private persons interested in using my papers 
for serious scholarly research shall be granted equal access 
to those that are not with!lcld from use according to the fore­
going, subject to the regulations issued by the Administrator · 
of General Services governing the use of papers and other 
documentary materials in the Library •. 



- 5 -

11. Title to my, papers and other docwnentary materials and the 
literary property rights in _my papers, shall pass to the 
United States as such papers and materials are transferred 
to the Unhed States under the terms and conditions herein 
expresse~.- except that I reserve to myself and to my heirs 

. (a} a right to make any use of any of these papers in writing 
for publication, and (b) literary property rights in any works . 
that I have written or may hereafter write for publication. 
These reservations include the right to license any publisher 
of any such work. 

12. My repre ;entative for purposes of paragraphs 2, 5, 7, 8 and 9 
shall be f uch person or p .ersons as I may designate in a letter 
filed with the Achninistrator of General Services. In the event 
that at anv time after my death there snould be no representa­
tive so designated, my representative shall be my son Jo~n 
Eisenhower, or such person or persons as he may designate 

. in the same manner. 

The detailed conditions described in this letter have been drawn up 
in accorcance with known precedents and with the cooperation of of­
ficials of your of: ice and of the National Ar chives. Permit me to 
express my deep appreciation of the help that all these individuals 
have given me. 

With personal regard, 

Sincerely, 

./)~~:...-~ 

The Honorable Franklin Floete 
Achninistrator of General Services 
Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Mr. Floe te: 

For ~or 
. O lct1o,:.- O Info r :'r· .. ~:.;·.-, [ ...... ,.: ,. .. . i 
: ., ~ . :i !. a,i:;• • -·. .. : :r • 
I • • • · · - • · -

. ' :._•, ,. _-·,l\.»,U •-•; * .· t . 

I' •: ·~:;~ . ., to 1 · 
~ll.n.., ,.p--_ · · - • t . -

. 1.--~ .. . ·"'.'~--:.•_ .• ~o 

.. f _.rl I __________ _' ---

April 7, 1960 

As Chairman of The Eisenhower Presidential Library Commission 
and pursuant to a formal resolution of the Conunission (copy attached) authoriz­
ing me so to do, I hereby offer th~ Eis~nhower Presidential Library to the 
United States of America for utilization as a Presidential archival depository 
and further offer, subject to the existence of authority therefor in the Li-
brary Commission by the Laws of Kansas, to convey the said Library to the _,, 
United States, as a gift, for a Presidential archival depository, all as pro-
vided in the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1940, (69 

. Stat. 695), which provides for the acceptance and malntenance of Pre~idential 
{ · libraries. The Eisenhower Presidential Library property includes approximately 
· - nine acres of land, described in Exhibit F attached hereto, the buildings lo-

cated thereon and all related equipment. 

In July, 1945, a non-profit corporation; known as the Eisen­
hower Foundation, was created. · one of the purposes of this corporation is to 
own and operate the President's boyhood home in Abilene, Kansas. In addition, 
the public spirited officers and trustees of the Eisenhower Foundation ootain­
ed, by voluntary subscriptions, sufficient funds to build the Eisenhower Museum. 
This museum is located adjacent to the President's boyhood home and was completed 
in 1954. This museum contains over two millon dollars worth of artifacts 
covering the President's personal life, his military life and his experience 
as Chief Executive. 

The officers and trustees of the Eisenhower Foundation spon­
sored the creation of the Eisenhower Presidential Library Commission under the 
laws of the State of Kansas. This action is set forth in detail in Chapter 
358 of the Laws of Kansas, 1955. The purposes of said law are fully set forth 
in the preamble of the above referred to chapter and the same are made a part 
thereof. Thereafter, the Legislature of the State of Kansas enlarged the autho­
rity of this Commission during the 1957 and 1959 sessions. these statutes are 
now set forth in R. S. 74-4601-5, 1959 Supplement to the General Statutes of 
Kansas, 1949. 

:eference 
perties. 

There are attached Exhibits A, B, C, D, E and F, which are by 
made a part hereof. These exhibits illustrate and identify the pro­
Exhibit A is the architect's drawing of the entir~ Eisenhower Center, 
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5 it will appear when completed, including the home, museum and library unit. 

_ne Eisenhowe-r Presidential Library is the property specifically under dis­
cussion here. Exhibit Bis a drawing bf the library as it will appear when 
completed. Exhibits C and D show the floor plans of the library as prepared 
unde= the direction and . supervision of John E. Brink, the State Architect of 
Kan:1as. · Exhibit E is d:-awn to scale, showing tracts of real estate. Exhibit 
Fis a complete legal description of the librar:y tract of approximately nine 
acres. The remaining four acre tract, which includes the President's home and 
museum, belongs to and shall remain the property of the Eisenhower Foundation. 

The entire Eisenhower Center, which includes the Eisenhower 
boyhood home, museum and Presidential Library, is located within the city limits 
of Abilene, Kansas, and near the south edge thereof. The Presidential home is 
adjacent to the· Lincoln Grade School and is one block east of Buckeye Avenue, 
which is the main north and south street through the City of Abilene, Kansas .• 
Buckeye Avenue extends north through the City of Abilene to U.S. Interstate 
#70. U.S. Interstate #70 is a new east and west four-lane highway, which is 
replacing U.S. Highway #40. It is reached at the north city limits of Abilene. 
The Kansas Highway Commission and the City of Abilene are ,1ow widening and re­
building south Buckeye Avenue. Buckeye Avenue is also a part of Kansas Highway 
#15, an all-weather main highway running north and south through the State of 
Kansas~ and reaching points such as Newton and Wichita. This will assure a 
very fine and permanent highway leading directly to the entire Eisenhower Center. 
The Eisenho~"er Museum and Home have attracted some 150,000 visitors annually. 

. The library building itself was designed under the 'direction 
( : the Co~ission's official architect, John E. Brink, State Architect. Mr. 

~rink obtained the help. advice and assistance of numerous professional persons 
and the Archivist of the United States. The building is now in the process of 
construction and will consist of some 55,000 square feet of floor space. ·It is 
of native Kansas limestone, with marble floors, and doors, . and windows of orna­
mental· bronze. This Contemporary Classic structure will be air-conditioned 
throughout. It will also house the personal papers of many of President Eisen­
hower's associates and contemporaries. 

Under the laws of the State of Kansas, as hereinbefore recited• 
the Eisenhower Presidential Library Commission was authorized to acquire in the 
name of the State certain initial tracts of land and was further authorized to 
acquire by purchase, condemnation, gift or otherwise such additional tracts of 
land as may be needed in order to complete the entire unit. The ·Chicago, Rock 
Island and Pacific Railroad donated a tract of real estate so that the unit 
would be complete. 

You are further advised that construction of the library is 
now rapidly moving forward and the entire unit when completed will have a value 
of approximately $3,000,000.00. The Eisenhower Library Commission accepts full 
responsibility for the acquisition of real estate, for the completion of the 
library, for the grading, planting and beautification of grounds and the same 
shall be free and clear of all encumbrances or other obligations when final 
transfer is ~onsut:::mated. 
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The Commission solicits your patience and indulgence pending 
the compietion of all construction work and the completion of acquisitions now 
in progress. The Commission, through its agents and employees, will complete 
all of the details, including the grading and planting of grounds, which can 
have attention only after the construction work has been completed. There are 
matters of detail which can best be settled by agreements and arrangements en­
tered into and modified from time to time by the Commission and the appr~priate 
officials of the United States. The conditions of acceptance shall be in con­
formity to the provisions of law as set forth in the Federal Property and Ad~ 
ministrative Services Act, as amended, and particularly as set forth in Public 
Law 373, 84th Congress. 

This offer covers the use of the Presidential Library property, 
subject only to Fede~al statutes and the limitations of authority by the laws 
of the State of Kansas mentioned above. This offer involves the transfer of 
fee simple title to such property, including land, buildings and equipment, to 
the Federal Government upon the completion of the project. The Kansas Legisla­
ture and the State officials have heretofore cooperated unanimously in this 
project and have indicated their desire to further cooperate in directing full 
and complete transfer of title in the next session of January, 1961. 

Our Commission is greatly indebted to its State Architect, 
John E. Brink, and his associates, and particularly to the Honorable Wayne C. 
Grover, Archivist of the United States, for their wise counsel and assistance 

the. planning of this project. 

The Honorable Franklin Floete 
Administrator of General Services 
General Services Administration 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Respectfully yours, 

<-. . .. 

John'\p_ Harris, Chairman 
The Eisenhower Presidential Library 
Commission of the State. of Kansas 
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-other provisions or this Artic2a $'1-n:.:m or cy ~t Wi:l. ~ 

~eeta!llen~~ ~ah shall lapae or w.}dch ths don3a th.ol:'~o: shall 

dul¢laim., or wdoh _ ahall ot.~erm.aa ~ n.~ inofrect~v~ d:.spoaj_­

tlon t..~1.'0under • 

(e) M,1 Executorz a.."l"'O r.er-<Jby suthor1zc.:.. a.~ 

· onr,powercd 1n their ab:aolu·to ~..d. sols di~cretion to dete:i:"!Ilino: 

.. - . : . .. :,·•. . : . r,,. ... • . _-.. -_' 
., 

. I· 
l 
I 
i 



i';.·.{·:· .: :.:··: ·u·<: 1- : ·.,. ' -~. :•:· r• 

) ~ r.::.;,.:- 1 ;r : ·. • ··. · ··· ' ,. 
\ _,. 

• · --! .. . -

: . :: .· ~: .. ·. ~ . . 

·:-:}- ·: _ .. <··::<··.· i· ._: . ·_c~~at!.on:s 1ntorastcd 1n -a:, ~t...ta. 

. ·,.·: .<"/. ': .. : :· · . ,· .. _5'0UF.!3i. !n tho OV3nt tWJ' w1ta. VL~Im DOUD 
. • -t, . 

>L_ .. ·( ;~·/··~.-· · 1
1 

_. ::·:.-0131:tEO:.n~., pre--Joocszo~ ::.o. 'l ~ivc1 de~e and ~Q.ueat..,,,_ 
~ r · . . . . .. ''. . I . . 
,::j · .... : · ~: .;_-.. t · . t;.~ :.-.-:,ul. :o::."'.o~~i":tl/ 01:m,;-d b:, t!O ~ lc~u;xi 1n Qet~b~. 

: . • f .. .... - . • • • . ... • - ~ • 

:\\i. ::· .-. .-·> ··· . . .. l>omwylv~, tozotr..0:-9 witl:l all ~ ~ -~ ~rov~ · 
: ., ' ; : .; ...... '":·: . . •· 
._ .. .-:•.· ... ,· .,-.:; _: .·· ~r~n ·a:i:4 appur~nt?.noaa thereto., to -a:, ao:i., JOml s. D~ 
. ·. : .·· ·.,:. ;,; ·_ :: .' , ; . . ... 
·•. ; ,: ... ·'. · m~HO~~ il ho sur-n vea ~ • . ·· - . ·• . 

. .. . . . .. 
. 

\ ·:· .. . > ·· .:· · 11- .Coi?:tp.~., ln4 • ., a:s ,.tho lilbllihci-., • Ull4Q:9 ~cll l gran:t~ ~ · 

•·· ,, .- .·-.\~: ~ ;. ~~igr...ed to Doublodq ~ Co~., :tnc. csr-'"~ :-4..ghtn ~ 
• . • .. •• . . • l 

..-.;)(_~ -~_:_'_·:(1'. ·.;'. · _ • · ··a~~" ~ •trncompleted ·blrit.1.ngn" ol ~ aG therein 

.. , .· .. , .. ··. '.- ··. c!orir~fl • . I."l tll9 event that this L1een.3e Agre~.3nt is ~ 
· . .' -· :-: . ' ·.• .... 

· · : ·. )l · . ' .·. · e:~ct ~t tM t1ma oz r:r., death, I aut."lor"~e ey E:tcicutorag 
.. :. ·. - :- ·· . ... 

; ~ •, .. 

. . •· . 
, : . . . . : : · ... . 

... . . . .. . 
••• : ~:-.. I • •• • .. • o 

-: . ... 
. · . .. · :. . 
. . . . . . -· 

. .. ~-. ' ... 
. . . \ ., 

. .. 
. . . . .... . .. 

. ' . . .... ... :• ·· :· 

. . 

cubJeot to tb.s te~ and cond1t1cr.s 

. to t~ier to DoubledB.3' & Corrr,pa:ey, 

ot said .L1cenze Ag!."'3~.,..~~~~ 

Ina • ., all auob. "Wr3.tinga ~-

or mir~ u.'uoh _n..-e oit.Mr uneomplotcd or~ 1!" c~lated,. have 

·. ~t baan delivered to Doubl~ & Coz;:pm,y,. Inc. 

Sll'!"d: I give ar..d bequeath unto IDmCAfWi.~-

. SA:aE DEFOSI'r A.."iD- TRUS~ ~OZ~AMY~ o~ Baltimore., ~."l-.7land., ar:.d 

· . JORN s. D. EIS.nmO~ er~ th.air suocessol':s. ~ ~teoa or 
th.a •Non-?-!arital ~t Shara• ot a cerb.1.n · Ir..dent-14~ o:: tiust 

craated by me as Sottlo~ · on Septe::ber ·27, 1951, a:ld ·S!l 

alll3nded b7 = on· May s., 1955, all ot ey r1g.~t., title ~.-:-·d 
. . . 

. : · interest 1n that certain aL1oe~e Ag.re~~~o · &ated Fob!"\!m-7 

:· 25, lSol., 'botuaon mo AO wth::, Author0 and Doubl~l~ey & ~~~ • , .. 

_.;_. __ lno • ., c~ Gard3n City, 2!et1 Yorlc., ~ "tho i>'.lbllsl"'..er.,'° .nn~t l 
' . . .. . .. 

. .. . , .. _. :-

. '.. . 
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CODI~Il. 

of 

DWIGHT D. EISENHC"'1ER 

I, DWIGHT D. BISENJ-OtiRR, of Gettysburg, _ PennsylvAni~, 

May 25, 1965. 

FIRST: I revoke Sub-parag_raph (c) of, Pua.graph nllRD 

of lllY said Will and in l _ieu thereof di.rec~ -that .the _following 

Sub-pa.ragraph b_e · substituted: 

. . " (c) To the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA for deposit 

in the Eisenhower Presidential Library at Abilene, 

K.ans1t.:5, all of my papers and other docu:aenta.ry 

lll&teri-.ia, including books, · still picture•, aotion 

pictures and aound recordinga. to be held by the 

UNlTBli S1".ATBS OP AMERICA tor the S&J'l\e uses ~nd upon 

the sue terms and oonditiona as a.re set . forth in 

111y letter dated April 13, 1960;, ·to the Honorable 

Franklin Floete, Administrator of General Servicea, 

Waah;l.ngton, D. c., excepti~g therefroA, however, 

those papers And other document"ry materials which 

shall have been determined by me to be of private 

or personal interest to me or to a Mes.:aber of ~Y 

fa111ily." 

SBCGNl): In all other respect& l ratify and confirm my 

Wil: dated MAy 25, ~965. 



I 
I 

IN WITNHSS WHii!lBOF, I have hereunto aet my hand a.nd 

day of October, 1966. 

SIGNED. SEALED, PUBLISHED AND DHCLARJID 
by the CLbove:...nlUled Tea ta tor, . DWIGHT D. 

- RIS3:N~, aa and for a Codicil to hi5 
~ct Will ~d Test~ent, in the preaence 
of us and each of ua, and we, at his 
requeBt ~nd in his presence and in the 
presence of each other, have hereunto 
subscribed our na~ea as witneasea the 
d.:Ly IL!ld year last above written. 

/l-t,;?4., 2n.. ~,+' -, 

residing at 

residing at 

- 2 -

J2 




