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THE WHI" HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 10, 1986

JRANDUM FOR PETER J. WALLISON

FROM: C. DEAN MCGRATH
PETER D. KEISLER K

SUBJECT: Scheduled Release of Nixon Papers on
December 1, 1986

On December 1, 1986, the Archivist is scheduled to make available
to the public for the first time approximately 1.5 million pages
of Nixon White House documents. If before that date either

P1 sident Reagan or former President Nixon sserts claims of

ey ‘utive privilege with respect to any specific documents in
that set, the Archivist will protect those documents from disclo-
sure.

On Thursday, October 23, 1986, we visited the National Archives
and Records Administration along with an attorney from the Office
of Legal Counsel. The purpose of this visit was to get some idea
of the sorts of papers that are scheduled for release and to
learn how they have been filed and classified. Based upon that
visit, we have concluded that very few of the documents scheduled
for release on December 1 are likely to be ones the disclosure ¢
which would pose difficulties for ongoing foreign relations or
national security. Moreover, we believe that a properly organ-
ized partial review, directed at those files most likely to
contain sensitive material, will be sufficient to locate all
documents, should any exist, with respect to which the President
might wish to assert executive privilege.

In order to explain why we believe a partial selective review
will be sufficient, : wi"1 be helpful to outline the way in
which these files are organized.

Half of the pages scheduled for release are in files classified
by subject matter. They include, for example, White House files
on "Labor," "Trade," and "the Supreme Court of the United

) . . ___..-On
issues relating to natural resources and energy); Dr. Edward
David (Office of Science and Technology Policy); Charles Clapp
(Task Forces); Press Release Office; and Daily Diary (minute-by-
minute schedules of President Nixon's work days).
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