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* MEMORANDUM
- THE WIHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 22, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR EDWIN MEESE III
COUNSELLOR TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: FRED F. FIELDINM&L/Z\

SUBJECT: Preparations for Ronald Reagan
Presidential Library

Ed Thomas has asked Counsel's Office to provide you with
guidance with respect to the necessary steps which have and
should be undertaken in preparing for the establi: ment of

a Reagan Presidential Library. Over the last several
months, Counsel's Office has met with representatives from
the National Archives and Records Service ("NARS") con-
cerning this matter. Additionally, at the request of Helene
Von Damm, we have prepared a memorandum on the subject.

While the Presidential Records Act of 1978, 44 U.S.C.
Sections 101 note, 2201 et seq. (Supp. III 1979), asserts
government ownership of Presidential records, it clearly
contemplates that records of a particular Administration
will be maintained as a discrete collection in a Presi-
dential library or similar depository.

The Presidential Libraries Act, as amended, 44 U.S.C. :
Section 2101 et seq. (1976 & Supp. III 1979), authorizes the
Administrator of GSA to accept as a gift to the United
States a library constructed with private funds to house the
records and memorabilia of a particu.ar President. Before
accepting the library, the Administrator must place the
details of the agreement before the Congress so that it will
have an opportunity to review any conditions attached to the
gift and consider the future maintenance costs to the United

cate In that re~ard, the Admir cetor me- acc >t ~ift
or be s5ts of money or other pr 7 >r the purpose of
maintaining or improving a Presidential library.

Under these circumstances, those planning a Reagan library
should coordinate both with the President and with NARS.
Preliminary decisions on the basic concept of the library
should be made before fund-raising and planning begin.



These involve determinations on a series of issues:

o) Will the library house only Presidential records
or include campaign records and records of other
public service?

o) Will the library include museum-type displays or
serve primarily as a research facility?

o Will it focus on the President's Administration,
on the President himself, or on a particular theme
(e.v . the Presic¢ 11t as communicator, a new
begiuning in fiscal policy, a return to federalism)?

o} Will it be directed at an operating program (e.qg.,
visiting scholar system, public lecture series) or
serve mainly as a library/museum?

Since these decisions will affect planning for the library,
they should be made early. The Archivist and Administrator
of GSA should be consulted at an early stage as well, both
because of the Archivist's expertise and because GSA has no
obligation to accept a building which it considers poorly
designed or too expensive to administer.

Once the basic parameters are set by the President, the next
step in establishing a Presidential Library is for the
President to appoint a committee to solicit the funds
necessary to (i) study the various site and building design
alternatives, and (ii) subsequently purchase the land (if
the land is not donated) and construct the actual building.
The monies must come from private donations. The fund
raising committee should consider the fact that although -
private funds are used to purchase the land and build the
library, the operational and maintenance expenses for the
completed library will be the responsibility of the Federal
government to the extent private contributions are not
endowed to cover such expenses.

From an historical perspective, Presidential libraries fund
raising and planning committees were established during the
terms of President Franklin D. Roosevelt throuach Gerald R.

1969, - did not begin its : :h
later date. The Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee,
formed in 1973, was initially established to honor his
career as a congressman, and did not begin planning for a
Presidential library until 1974.



Past fund raising committees consisted of members of the
President's family, key White House staff, officials of
academic institutions which had been associated with the
President, prominent business leaders, and longstanding
friends and associates of the President. The committees
conducted preliminary investigations of possible sites for
the library, planned fundraising for construction, and set
up communications with various State and local government
and educational entities to gain support for the library.
After establishment of the library, the founding organizations
continued to provide financial and other support for library
programs, exhibits, and special events.

Attached hereto are (i) lists of members of and donors to
several Presidential library planning and support organi-
zations, and (ii) brochures regarding the Roosevelt, Truman,
Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson libraries.

Recommendatinn

I recommend that Counsel's Office, in consultation with you,
Jim Baker, Mike Deaver and Helene Von Damm prepare a decision
memorandum for the President to elicit his views with respect
to (i) the various sites which would be logical choices for
establishing a Reagan Fresidential Library; (ii) the individual
who should be asked to serve on the fund raising and planning
committees; and (iii) the character and style of the proposed
library/museum.

Approve

Disapprove














