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HOOVER INSTITUTION 
ON WAR, REVOLUTION AND PEACE 

Stanford, California 94305 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

The Honorable Edwin Meese, III 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ed: 

January 18, 1983 

120495 

Enclosed is a copy of my memorandum to President 
Donald Kennedy of Stanford University outlining my 
proposal for the location of the Reagan Presidential 
Library Complex. You will recall, I informed you 
that I was doing this when we met in your office 
last week--particularly since President Kennedy has 
some concerns as to whether the proposed location 
will create traffic and parking problems. Needless 
to say, this memorandum is a confidential one as of 
this moment in time. 

I am also enclosing a memorandum from Kennedy and a 
copy of my reply, both of which are self-explanatory. 
You may recall that we also discussed this briefly 
last week. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

oJd--
Glenn Campbell 

Enclosures 
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DATE: January 17, 1983 

To Donald Kennedy 
. President, Stanford University 

FtoM Glenn Campbell 

SUIJECT: 

Director, Hoover Institution 

Dear Don: 

Our conversation on :Monday, January 10, was both illuminating and 
fruitful. I am delighted that we both enthusiastically endorse the 
idea of a. Reagan Presidentiql Library Gomplex on the Stanford campus. 
There has been agreement on this point since we first started to 
discus~ the possibility in 1981. As Bob Rosenzweig stated in his 
February 4, 1981 memorandum to Dick Burress, 

First, there continues to be enthusiasm at the prospect 
of having the Reagan .Presidential Library at Stanford. 
Second, the site question is complicated only because 
of our uncertainty about ·what a Presidential Library 
really is. To be precise_, if we are talking about a 
library, arc~ive and study center, as those terms are 
ordinarily understood, then the site next to Memorial 
Auditorium is an appropriate one. · If, however, the 
facility would have substantial aspects of a museum 
which would be e,xpected to attract a flow of tourists, 
then the most heavily congested intersection on the · 
campus would be inappropriate and we should be looking 
at alternatives. 

At the outset I think it would serve a most useful purpose to review 
the various aspects and requirements related to the establishment of 
President Reagan's President Library complex on the -Stanford campus. 
The Presidential Libraries Act of 1955- (44 USC 2107-08) and the 
Presidential Records Act _of 1978 (44 USC 2201-2207}"provide for the 
designation .of a Presidential Archival Depository to house the papers 
and other historical materials of a .President and -for its ,administration 
by the U. S. National _Archives ·and Records Service as a_.part of the _ . 
General Services Administration (GSA). 

Under the Presidential Records Act of 1978, the Archivist of the 
United States will assume custody of the President's papers upon the 
conclusion of his term of office and deposit them in a Presidential 
Archival Depository, operated by the United States. The Presidential 
Libraries Act of 1955, as amended, authorizes the Administrator of GSA 
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to enter into an agreement with a university to use land, buildings, 
_ -and equipment offered for use as a Presidential Archival Depository. 

Title to the land, buildings, and equipm~nt need not be transferred 
to the United Stat_es. The GSA -Administrator rust submit the details 
of any such agreement to Congress so .that it will have an opportunity 

· to r_eview any conditions and consider 'the future maintenance costs to 
the United States. ' 

Consistent with the practice of previous presidents, three elements 
are involved in the establishment of the· Reagan-Presidential Library 
complex~ The first element is the Library housing the Presidential 
papers. The second. element is the Museum. The· third element is the 
·Ronald Reagan Center for Public Affairs. Together, these three elements 
comprise a unified whole in which each element complements the others. 

_ Their effective operation as_. a, whole, and therefore strength, is parti-
cularly well illustrated .by the Johnson library complex associated · 
with the University of Texas. It is" •.• devoted to objective research 
through preservation of materials rela_ted to the men who have held the 
awesome job of President of the United States. Located on the University 
of Texas campus, the Library's unique resources will be enhanced by · 
several complementary research collections .•.• The Lyndon Baines 
Johnson School of Public Affairs will be adjacent to the Library." · 

The total space required for the Reagan Presidential Library complex is . 
approximately 170,000 square feet. Of this total the Library itself 
will comprise approximately 75,000 square feet, which will include an 
auditorium and the necessary extensive storage and archival facilities. 
The estimated space required for the attendant Museum amounts to approxi­
mately 25,000 square feet and is primarily designed to. support and 
enhance the Library collections in ruch the same way as the exhibit 
areas and pavilion complement the collections of the Hoover Institution. 
The Library and M..iseum constitute an inseparable-entity serving to pro­
vide a unique combination-of facilities whose pprpose is to chronicle 
and to present a perspective of the presidential years. As a- consequence, 
both are maintained by the GSA in -accordance with the Presidential 
Libraries Acts, ref erred to· above; · · · 

With respect to this latter point, an astute analysis of the relationship 
of the -Library to the .Museum is contained in an article on The Harry S. 
Tn.nnan Library written by Philip C. Brooks, t'he first director of The 

· Tnunan Library (American Archivist, January 1962, p. 30): 

The inuseum is not merely one more assemblage of valuable 
and interesting objects to entertain or educate the publ:i.c ~ 
It is . • --• ·• an. integral part of the Library. It plays a 
significant role in conveying to the citizens of a democracy 
a better understanding of the Presidency and through it of 
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gqvernment. Much of its meaning would be lost without its 
association .with the papers· and other historical materials, 
and rnuch of the background infonnation about the exhibits 
could not be obtained except through the papers. Conversely, 
the student in the research room would miss rnuch of the color 
and tone of the times he is studying without the rnuseum. 

The M..1seum is the link joining the student, the scholar, and the general 
public ,.;ith the Library. Without that link the library would. be simply a 
dry and· incomplete reflection of a President's administration~ 

The third element .of the complex as a whole is the Ronald Reagan Center 
for Public Affairs. It will be a part of the Hoover Institution and the 
Institution will be responsible for its administration and maintenance, 
as the GSA is solely responsible for the Library and Museum. Thus, the 
Ronald Reagan Center for Public Affairs will enjoy its o~ uniquely aca­
demic role at a center for advanced study unequaled in the United States, 

. while at the same time• strengthening the scholarly character of the library 
and archives. As Richard Neustadt, the . .first director of the Kennedy 
Institute of Politics, observed concerning that Institute, "the idea was 
to bring 'life''' to the complex and by implication to encourage, stimulate 
and develop communication-, understanding, and cooperation between the 
scholarly world and the world of public affairs. · 

Thus, the Ronald Reagan Center for Publ i c Affairs will provide the facili­
ties to bring together scholars and academicians, journalists, legislators, 
government policy makers, and business men-and women to discuss, debate, 
and analyze issues of domestic and foreign affairs critical to our nation's 
past, present and future. Located in the heart of a great University and 
as a part of the Hoover Institution, which enjoys a national and inter­
national reputation for advanced study, it will present the opportunity 
to bring the best minds of the academy and of the professions to bear on 
the analysis of major issues of importance in a scholarly setting. 

The strengths of this approach are obvious. It is especially important 
to keep clearly in mind that the research. center and the library and 
rnuseum work together. This point has been made particularly well by 
Dan H. Fenn, Jr., -the director of The John F. Kennedy Library, in an 
article in The American Archi vis·t, (Octoher 1979) : 

• • • · like any archives and any museum, the library · is a.lso 
in a l a rge r sen se an e ducational c enter . .. . This inter ­
face of people and resources gives ·the library an opportunity 
to do more than simply convey ·a sense of the past. The 
libra1y' s programs use these resources to illumine the very 
process .of .American government and of politics itself. 



Donald Kennedy ---4- January 17, 1983 

The •ideal location for the complex is on the site adjacent to Memorial 
Auditorium and directly across from the Lou Henry Hoover Building. · 
I believe the practical reasons for this location do not require 
elaboration. There .is also, however, another compelling reason for 
the location of the._ bmlding on this site. As you know, President 

_Reagan has been associated with the Hoover Institution for a ntmtber 
of years. His gubernatorial papers are located here as well as -those 
of the 1980 Presidential Campaign. The Hoover Institution's Library 
and Archives contain a vast collection of doCtDDents, records, and 
papers of public figures and other scholarly resources that would be 
of inmense value to researchers using the Presidential Library complex. 

In addition, the President has visited the Hoover Institution on 
numerous occasions and with our full support has also participated 
in University programs elsewhere on the campus. He therefore knows 
the Hoover Institution and the campus extremely well. From the 
President's perspective and that of Mrs. Reagan, as ·Jwell as from our 
own, the site adjacent to ~temorial Auditorium meets all of the· essential 
requirements. Most importantly, the President would like to see ·the 
complex located on this site. Like the Johnson Library (see the 
attached map) the sit~ is in close proximity to the heart of the campus 
but is not in the middle of it. Like the Johnson Library it is readily 
accessible by automobile and bus without encouraging traffic flow into 
the beating academic heart of the University. As with other Presidential 
Library complexes, the flow of visitors would peak during the sunmer 
months and on weekends when University traffic is .relatively low 
(see the attached figures provided by the Office of Presidential 
Libraries, National Archives and Records Service). 

Concerning the building itself, which will house ·the entire complex, 
nruch of it could very effectively be located .underground, especially 
in view of the nature and purpose of the complex. Moreover, I am 
confident that the President would not wish ·to see a massive structute- · · 
whose design would clash with ·the architectural unity for which the 

· University is so well known. · 

The foregoing review presents a clear picture of an exceptional complex. 
As I emphasized in our conversation, ~! consider the number of visitors 
to the complex and the associated .questions raised by traffic and park­
ing to be important considerations • . I appreciate your willingness to 
move forward with the University's review of this latter point as care­
fully and expeditiously as possible. I tn.lst you will--also agree that 
given the special nature of this matter, it would be pn.ldent to have 
an independent study undertaken simultaneously. Needless to say, 1 
would be willing to comrnission such a study at the Hoover Institution's 
expense, and I would propose to commission Bechtel Corporation to do 
so, given 1ts singular expertise. This approach would provide a factual 
foundation should it prove necessary to propose an alternative site 
for the Library and Museum, and thus would also avoid any possible 
embarrassment, given the President's strong preference. 
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In conclusion, I would like to reiterate the :importance of moving ahead 
carefully and rapidly, and with utmost discretion. It is because of 
the President's long association with the Hoover Institution that he 
welcomes the location of the Presidential ~ibrary complex on the pro­
posed site. It is my strong conviction that this decision will have 
increasingly positive consequences for the ._ University in the decades 
to come, and thus I appreciate your support and your enthusiasm. 

Sincerely yours, 

Glenn Campbell 
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MUSEUM HOURS: 9 - 5 (same for all) 

MONTHLY BREAKDOWN, MUSEUM VISITORS, FY 1982 (rounded to nearest OOO's): 

Truman 

October 18,200 

November 15,400 

December 6,300 

January 3,400 

February 5,300 

March 9,600 

April 14,800 

May 21,900 

June 24,900 

July 34,500 

August 28,800 

September 15,800 

198,900 

DAILY AVERAGES, JOHNSON LIBRARY 

January weekday: 
January weekend: 

July weekday: 
July weekend: 

490 
794 

1,432 
1,352 

Lowest day, December 6: 39.7 
1,674 Highest day, July 5: 

VISITOR PARKING PLACES 

Hoov:er 
Roosevelt 
Truman 

149 
205 
264 

Eisenhower 
Kennedy 
Johnson 

Ford 

750 
300 

Kennedy 

36,000* 

30,300* 

15,800 

15,300 

20,900 

20,800 

23,600 

33,900 

31,900 

31,900 

35,900 

21,500 

317,800 

Johnson 

26,800 

26,000 

21,000 

19,100 

23,400 

27,000 

37,900 

42,000 

40,200 

42,500 

36,200 

26,100 

368,200 

317 (plus another 400 university 
places for special events) 

445 (museum) 

*October and November are tourist months in Massachusetts because of 
fall foliage. 

SOURCE: Office of Presidential Libraries, National Archives and Records 
Services 



MUSEUM VISITORS TO PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES 

iscal Year Hoover Roosevelt Truman Eisenhower Kennedz Johnson 

1962 22,388 105,650 131,000 
. 1963 111,675 14.0,503 140,762 

1964 36,434 161,469 155,053 101,988 
1965 60,000 177,536 179,890 91,891 
1966 95,713 180,915 193,045 93,496 
1967 74, 778 159,363 180,824 139,427 
1968 79,271 157,116 170,671 148,179 
1969 80,000 164,300 165,300 364,750 
1970 89,439 162,423 182,823 449,631 
1971 71,635 160,295 186,174 263,234 80,740 
1972 81,989 185,138 HP ,866 318,684 676,549 
1973 82,870 194,194 340,818 299,741 704,180 
1974 84,009 194,314 264,230 215,586 542, 7:P 
1975 106,112 188,106 291,180 197,727 520,985 
1976 97,342 213,766 351,210 199,099 683,810 

1976-TQ* 50,872 109,907 159,374 96,433 221,434 
1977 91,334 371,514 324,136 177,242 657,90.7 
1978 95,418 276,865 264,714 170,172 502,115 
1979 69,778 215,582 219,067 127,026 480;521 
1980 64,606 241,459 201,639 143,910 563,470 446,062 
1981 70,247 226,238 211,864 125,458 358,554 384,884 
1982 61,227 202,048 198,477 131_, 961 317,845 368,289 

*In FY 1976, there was an extra "Transition Quarter" from July 1 to September 30, 1977. 
Since that time, the fiscal year begins on October 1 and concludes on September 30. 
Prior to FY 1976, the fiscal year began on July 1 and ended on June 30. 

SOURCE: Office of Presidential Libraries, National Archives and Records Services 

Ford Total 

259,038 
392,940 
454,944 
509,317 
563,169 
554,392 
555,237 
774,350 
884,316 
762,078 

1,450,226 
1,621,803 
1,300,856 
1,304,110 
1,545,227 

638,020 
1,622,133 
1,309,284 
1,111,974 
1,661,146 

22,476 1,399,721 
377,416 1,657,263 
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To 

F1tOM 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: January 18, 1983 

Ix:mald Kennedy 

Glenn Campbell 

Dear D::m: 

I would have replied to your merrorandurn of January 11 earlier 
but I was in Washington, D.C., all last week, and then was tied up 
in a UC Regents president selection camiittee meeting yesterday. 

In answer to your question about whether to call Ed Meese or 
Mike Deaver, I think it v.0uld be preferable for you to talk with 
Meese, since he has been involved with the proposed presidential 
library corrplex since the beginning. 

To indicate that there have been serious discussions about the 
presidential library canplex, enclosed is a xerox copy of the color 
photo showing Martin Anderson and me discussing the subject with 
President and Mrs. Reagan, F.d Meese and Mike Deaver in the Oval Office 
last November. The i tern we are looking at is a map of the United 
States showing the locations of presidential libraries. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Glenn Campbell 
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<;,Ff.ICE f?'E,MORAND~M • STANFORD UNIVERSITY • OFFICE MEMORANDUM • STANFORD U_NIVE~S.ITY • OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

To 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

W. Glenn Campbell 
Director/Hoover Institution 

Donald Kennedy 
President 

Dear Glenn: 

DATE: January 11, 1983 

Just to review yesterday's discussion of the Reagan Library: 
our next step will require clearer description of the size and 
scope of the project than we now have, to be prepared by you. 
That paper will serve as the basis for my request to the Planning 
Office to set in motion a site study for the project described 
in the paper. 

That is clear enough. I am concerned, however, at the 
complete absence from discussions with the White House of any 
University officer outside the Hoover Institution. If this enter­
prise is to succeed, it will require the full involvement of 
Stanford University. If it does not, then I want to be sure that 
the reasons for Stanford's actions are known fully to the President 
and his key staff. Either eventuality requires an immediate 
contact, so that the University's intentions with respect to this 
project can be made clear, and so that we can proceed on the basis 
of reasonable -- and, one hopes, mutually agreed -- expectations. 

Accordingly, I intend to call either Ed Meese or Michael 
Deaver -- I would appreciate your advice as to which would be the 
more appropriate -- to begin to make clear both Stanford's 
enthusiasm for the Reagan presidential papers, and the factors -­
including those in the scale-up from library to library-museum -­
that might finally stand in the way of the project's fulfillment. 
I think it would be good to do this as soon as possible, so I 
shall look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

Bob Rosenzweig 
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January 25, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO : 

FROM: 

SUBJECT : 

General 
Services 
Administration 

DAVID WALLER 

National Archives 
and > 
Records Service V. ashington , DC 20408 

. 
MARIE ALLEN y,(I/IU,I., 
PLANNING FOR REAGAN PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY 

As you requested, I'm enclosing copies of some previous corres­
pondence concerning the planning of the Reagan Presidential 
Library. I'm sorry for the delay--I've been out of town for a 
week with a family emergency. 

As I mentioned to you last week, we at the National Archives are 
hearing rumors from numerous sources in California that the 
President has made a commitment to the Hoover Institution con­
cerning a future Reagan Presidential Library. We think that the 
Stanford University location would be a good one for the Library, 
but we need to be informed if the President has made such a 
commitment, since the responsibility for planning and operating 
the Library would be ours (Presidential Records Act, 44 U.S.C. 
22O3(f)). We hope to do an outstanding planning job for the 
Reagan Library , but our e ffec tiveness depends on a good working 
relationship and effective communication with the President 
and/or his senior staff. 

Since this Administration's records are the first Presidential 
records governed by the new law, we hope to work closely with 
the Counsel's office in interpreting and implementing the 
statute. Thanks for your assistance! 



TIii : \\IIITL llOUSE 

\\ .'\Slfl:--CTON 

June 22, 1981 

.MEMORANDUM FOR EDWIN MEESE III 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

COUNSELLOR TO THE PRESIDENT 

FRED F. FIELDIN~~~ 

Preparat~ons for Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Library 

Ed Thomas has asked Counsel's Office to provide you with 
guidance with respect to the necessary steps which have and 
should be undertaken in preparing for the establishment of 
a Reagan Presidential Library. Ov~r the last several 
months, Counsel's Office has met with representatives from 
the National Archives and Records Service {"NARS") con­
cerning this matter. Additionally, at the request of Helene 
Von Damm, we have prepared a memorandum on the subject. 

While the Presidential Records Act of 1978, 44 U.S.C. 
Sections 101 note, 2201 et seq. (Supp. III 1979), asserts 
government ownership of Presidential records, it clearly 

· , - contemplates that records of a particular Administration 
will be maintained as a discrete colle·ction in a Presi­
dential library or similar depository. 

The Presidential Libraries Act, as amended, 44 U.S.C. 
Section 2101 et seq. (1976 & Supp. III 1979), authorizes the 
Administrator of GSA to accept as a gift to the United . 
States a library constructed with private funds to house the 
records and memorabilia of a particular President. Before 
accepting the library, the Administrator must place the 
details of the agreement before the Congress so that it will 
have an opport~nity to review any condjtions attached to the 
gift and consider the future maint~nance costs to the United 
States. In that regard, the ~dministrator may accept gifts 
or bequests of money or other property for the _purpose of 
maintaining or improving a Presidential library. 

Under these circumstances, those planning a Reagan library 
should coordinate both with the President and with NARS. 
Preliminary decisions on th e basic concept of the library 
should be made before fund-raising and planning begin. 
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These involve determinations on a series of issues: 

o Will the library house only Presidential records 
or include campaign records and records of other 
public service? 

o Will the library include museum-type displays or 
serve primarily as a research faci~ity? 

o Will it focus on the President's Administration, 
on the President himself, or on a particular theme 
(e.g., the President as communicator, a new·. 
beginning in tiscal policy, a return to federalism)? 

o Wiil it be directed at an operating program (e.g., 
visiting scholar system, public lecture series)or 
serve mainly as a library/museum? 

Since these decisions will affect planning for the library, 
they should be made early. The Archivist and Administrator 
of GSA should be consulted at an early stage as well, both 
because of the Archivist's expertise and because GSA has no 
obligation to accept a building which it considers poorly 
designed or too expensive to administer. 

Once the basic parameters are set by the Preside nt, the next 
step in establishing a Presidential Libr ary is for the 
President to appoint a committee to solicit the f unds 
necessary to (i) study the various site and building design 
alternatives, and (ii) subsequently purchase the land (if 
the land is not donated) and construct the actual building. 
The monies must come from private donations. The fund 
raising committee should consider the fact that although 
private funds are used to purchase the land and build the -
library, the operational and maintenance expenses for the 
completed library will be the ·responsibility of the Federal 
government to the extent private contributions are not 
endow~d to cover such expenses. 

From an historical perspective, Presidential libraries fu~d 
raising and planning committees were established during the 
terms of President Franklin D. Roosevelt through Gerald R. 
Ford. Whi le the Richard M. Nixon Founda tion wa s f o r me d in 
1969, it did not begin its fund raising efforts until a much 
later date. 'I'he Ge rald R. Ford Commemorative Committee, 
formed in 1973, was initially established to honor his · 
car eer as a congres sma n, and did not begin pla nning for a 
Presidential libra ry until 1974. 



Past fund raising committees consisted of members of the 
President's family, key White House staff, officials of 
academic institutions which had been associated with the 
President, prominent business leaders, and . longstanding 
friends and associates of the President. The committees 
conducted preliminary investigations of possible sites for 
the library, planned fundraising for construction, and set 
up communications with various State and local government 
and educational entities to gain support for the library. 
After establishment of the library, the founding organizations 
continued to provide financial and other support for library 
programs, exhibits, and special events. 

~ 

Attached here~o are (i) lists of members of and donors to 
several Presidential library planning and support organi­
zations, and (ii) brochures regarding the Roosevelt, Truman, 
Eisenhower; Kennedy and Johnson libraries. 

Recommendation 

I recommend that Counsel's Office, in consultation with you, 
Jim Baker, Mike Deaver and Helene Von Damm prepare a decision 
memorandum for the President to elicit his views with respect 
to (i) the various sites which would be logical choices for 
establishing a Reagan Presidential Library; (ii) the individuals 
who should be asked to serve on the fund raising and planning 
committees; and (iii) the character and style of the proposed 
library /museum. 

Approve 

Disapprove 
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ROBERT M. WARNER 
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BRIEFING PAPER CONCERNING PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES 

BACKGROUND 

The idea of a Presidential Library seems to have originated with Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. A dramatic increase in the number of incoming letters to the White House 
during the New Deal era (from approximately 400 a day during the Hoover years to some 
4000 a day) impelled President Roosevelt to look for new ways of caring for his papers 
after his Presidency. The sheer quantity of his papers made it impossible for him to 
follow the usual practice of Presidents, which was to take their papers home after 
the administration. After consulting with prominent historians and archivists, 
President Roosevelt announced his plan for a special archival institution--subsequently 
named the Franklin· o. Roosevelt Presidential Library--at a press conference on December 10, 
1938. Congress approved the Roosevelt plan in 1939 and then passed legislation in 1955 
(65 Stat. 695) to provide for the acceptance and maintenance of libraries for other 
Presidents under the same general terms as it had adopted for the Roosevelt Library. 
Today the Presidential library system, administered 1:y the National Archives, includes 
archival institutions for the following Presidents: Herbert Hoover, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Harry S. Truman, Dwight David Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Gerald R. 
Ford. The Nixon and Carter papers are administered also by the National Archives, 
but they are not yet organized as Presidential libraries. 

Under the terms of the 1939 and 1955 legislation, the President is responsible for 
raising the funtls to purchase, or otherwise acquiring land and a building for the 
Presidential library. The United States Government through the National Archives, 
then ass1.U11es responsibility for administering the institution and paying all other costs. 

We do not anticipate that the Presidential Records Act will significantly affect the 
process for the creation of a Presidential library. The major impact of the act is 
that it removes the President's freedom of choice to deposit his papers anywhere other 
than with the National Archives. Since every President since--and including--Herbert 
Hoover has freely chosen to deposit their Presidential papers with us, because of the 
many advantages of the Presidential library system, we don't feel that the act imposes 
a disposition that would not otherwise be made. 

Today, the Presidential library system is the primary repository for the papers of 
American Presidents, with extensive experience in the complexities of administering 
these papers. The quantities of national security-classified documents, documents 
with Presidential and statutory restrictions, and copies of doc1.U11ents from agencies 
of the Federal Government and foreign governments have made these Twentieth-century 
records particularly challenging to administer. The seven operating libraries contain 
a total of 170,709,912 pages of manuscript material; 1,748,335 still pictures; 
10,929,169 feet of motion picture film and 151,663 museum exhibit objects. During 
1972-1980, more than 11,000 researchers worked in Presidential libraries. In Fiscal 
Year 1980 alone, more than 1,661,000 people visited the musewns which are part of 
the libraries. In addition to their research and exhibit dimensions, the Presidential 
libraries host or sponsor symposia, conferences, and other public programs on contemporary 
or historical issues. The outreach programs of each of the libraries reach out to the 
local community and state (through lectures, audiovisual shows, school visits) as well 
as to the national audience. We are proud of a system that simultaneously serves the 
public, the former President and the interests of history. 
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Steps in the Establishment of a Presidential Library 

We have listed these steps in the order in which we consider most desirable. 

(1) Early in the administration, President establishes Library Planning Commission. 

(2) Planning Commission visits current Presidential libraries, meets with 
representatives of the National Archives and GSA, and examines potential 
sites for the Reagan Library. 

(3) Planning Commission recommends site and architect to President. President 
makes decision concerning site and architect. 

(4) Planning Commission begins fundraising campaign. 

(5) Planning Commission and the National Archives begin solicitation campaign 
for personal papers of Cabinet members, senior White House staff and other 
associates of the President. 

(6) Planning Commission/Archives/GSA supervise construction of building. 

(7) At end of a.dministration, Archives transfers Presidential records from 
Washington, D.C. to a temporary warehouse facility as close as possible 
to site of future Reagan Library. Archives begins processing of papers. 

(8) The President, through the Planning Commission, sends a letter to the 
Administrator of GSA offering to donate land and building(s) or enter an 
agreement for the use of property in lieu of transfer for the purpose of 
establishing a Presidential library. 

(9) The administrator accepts the President's offer pending the approval of 
Congress by resolution or through a 60-day waiting period. 

(10) The Administrator prepares a report to Congress, as required by the 
Presidential Libraries Act; to include: 

--A description of land, buildings, and equipment offered as a gift 
or made available for the use of a Presidential archival depository 

--A statement of the terms of the proposed agreement, if any 

--A description of the papers, documents, and other historical 
materials that will be deposited in the proposed library 

--An estimate of the annual cost to the Government to operate the library. 

(11) After the 60-day waiting period or upon Congressional affirmation, the 
Administrator may proceed with actions to take title and begin operation of 
the Reagan Presidential Library. 



the President 

Thank you for affording us the o ppor tunity t o review the proposed letter 

for the President to send to Dr . Campbe ll at the Hoover Institution . 

\ve suggest several changes in the interest of c l a rity . The first makes 

c lea r the President 's commitment to Stanfo rd University as the site for 

development of hi s Presidential libra ry . The second makes a mo re p recise 

observation of the Act's requirement that the Presidenti a l records be 

deposited in a Presidential archival de~ository ope r ated by the United 

States . 

An additional change, suggesting eventual unificatio n of t he pa ers of 

the President's entire public service career, augurs for a stronge r 

Reagan Library, but may require extended negotiation wit h t he Hoove r 

Institution . 

We, of course, concur in the President's select ion of a site near the 

Hoover Institution on the Stanford University campu s. And we look forward 

to a cooperativ e venture with the Hoover Institution in developing plans 

for a Reagan Library . 

Sincerely , 

ROBERT M. WARNER 
Archivist of the United States 

Enclosure 
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Dear Dr. Campbell: 

I deeply appreciate the invitation which you have extended on behalf 
of the Hoover Institution and Stanford University to have my Presi­
dential Library located on the Stanford Campus in close proximity to 
·the Hoover Institution. 

The arguments in favor of designating this library as the archival 
depository for my Presidential papers appear to be very persuasive. 
It would be a natural extension of my long association as an honorary 
fellow of the Hoover Institution. Moreover, my gubernatorial papers 
as well as the 1976 and 1980 campaign files, totalling some 2,000 
cubic feet, have already been donated to the Hoover Institution. 
The location of the library on the campus of Stanford University would 
make the historical record of my administration widely accessible to 
the academic community, and, I hope, in turn enrich Stanford's own 
academic programs. The Hoover Institution has the added advantage 
of being in my home state. 

With my administration, the Presidential Records Act of 1978 will 
be applied to Presidential papers for the first time. Under this 
Act, the Archivist of the United States assumes custody of such 
papers upon the conclusion of my term of office and deposits them 
in a Presidential Archival Depository. To ensure that the terms of 
the Act are carefully and faithfully carried out, I believe we should 
begin now to make plans for the library and for the preservation of 
the fullest possible record of this administration. You, therefore, 
have my approval to discuss this 'Tllatter with the Archivist and to 
proceed with the preliminary planning for the location of the Presi­
dential Library on the Stanford Campus. 

Sincerely, 

o:5 -



.. 
Services a:1d 
Administrat ion Records Serv ice 

June 19, 1981 

Mr. Edwin W. Thomas, Jr. 
Assistant Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Thomas: 

Washington, DC 2'0408 

During our meeting in your office on Tuesday you requested further 
information about Presidential libraries. 

Attached is a briefing book in which we have attempted to supply 
answers to the various questions you raised. 

Both Dr. Warner and I enjoyed the opportunity to discuss a Reagan 
Library with you and Mr. Anderson. If we can be of further assistance, 
please let me know. I can be reached on 523-3212. 

Sincerely, 

~-.~ ? ( /i._Llt. 
S E. O'NEILL 

sistant Archivist 
for Presidential Libraries 

Attachment 
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STANFORD UNIVERSITY 

STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

The Honorable Edwin Meese, III 
Counsellor to the President 
The White Bouse 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

)22885 
January 31, 1983 

I am pleased that we had a chance to talk on the phone 
about the shape of things here at Stanford with respect to the 
possibility of making this campus the site of the Reagan 
Presidential Library. A prospect of this nature and size is 
bound to present a university with some combination of 
marvelous opportunity and large scale problems. It is clear 
enough why we at Stanford have been and are enthusiastic about 
the possibility of adding the Reagan Presidential papers to the 
record of his governorship and his presidential campaigns, 
which are already housed here. Together, they would constitute 
a magnificent resource for the study of the history of a 
turbulent and important period in American life. 

We are, of course, pleased that the President shares our 
enthusiasm at this prospect. Yet, as I said on the phone, it 
is very important that we also share an understanding of what 
might stand in the way of translating the idea into reality. 
So let me review the considerations that will be weighed here 
at Stanford. I shall try to explain why they will seem 
important to people here and how we will go about making our 
decisions. 

The major issues that will have to be resolved here center 
on the nature and scale of the Presidential Library and on the 
designation of a site for the facility. The two overlap 
considerably, but not entirely. Let me explain. 

I think it is fair to say that the enthusiasm of people 
here for a Presidential Library does not extend to the prospect 
of a Presidential Museum as a part of the Library. Quite apart 
from the questions of traffic and parking that attend a major 
tourist attraction, it will be hard to prevail with the 
argument that such a use should have a claim on an important 
University resource that overrides the claim of an academic 
program. Of course, the farther from prime academic space a 
Library/Museum is located, the less serious that problem , 
becomes. 



The Honorable Edwin Meese, III 
January 31, 1983 
Page two 

You should know, too, that the particular site that has 
been suggested as the most desirable for a Presidential 
Library--the site accross from the Hoover Institution complex 
and adjacent to Memorial Auditorium--will be quite 
controversial locally. It is perhaps the prime remaining open 
space on the central campus. Some will argue strongly that it 
should remain open and others will insist that it should be 
reserved for a core academic use. While advocates of those two 
alternatives may be at odds with one another, they will be 
united in their opposition to the use of the site for a 
Presidential Library. 

Thus, both use and site have independent weight, and would 
need to be debated and decided. The main problem arises, 
however, at the intersection of those two. As I told you, 
there are few people, indeed, who believe that the Memorial 
Auditorium site, in the very heart of the campus, in an area 
already short of parking and heavy on traffic, and with 
inadequate access to main traffic arterials, could tolerate the 
burden of an estimated 250,000 - 500,000 annual visitors. A 
quick survey of the experience of other Presidential 
Libraries/Museums suggests to us that a figure in that range is 
a fair guess. Clearly, the problem is most acute if the 
facility is conceived of as a place for large numbers of people 
to visit. A museum has that character, a library does not have 
it to nearly the same degree. 

I would not want to underestimate the difficulty of 
overcoming this problem. To be realistic, we must assume a 
strong presumption against the use of that site for a 
Library/Museum. Before closing that question, however, we 
intend to do a study of the site based on a description of the 
likely project that Glenn Campbell has provided. 

As I have indicated, any building proposed for that 
particular site would excite considerable interest on campus. 
This one would surely be no exception. Our Committee on Land 
and Building Development would need to advise me on the 
appropriateness of the site for the proposed use. That 
Committee consists of faculty, staff and students. Assuming 
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that hurdle was jumped, approvals would be required from our 
Administrative Council {composed of the senior University 
officers) and the Board of Trustees. Those are all 
independent-minded groups, and the agreement of any one does 
not guarantee the concurrence of the others. 

I have not laid all of this out for you in order to be 
discouraging. Rather, it is my intention to be clear and 
realistic in assessing the course of future actions. I hope 
that there is a basis on which we can agree to proceed with a 
project that will add lustre to Stanford and be a source of 
continuing pride to the President, his family and the entire 
Nation. 

Sincerely, 

~l~dy 
President 

cc: Glenn Campbell 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 

BERKELEY • DA VIS • IRVINE • LOS ANGELES • RIVERSIDE • SAN DIEGO ' SAN FRANCISCO 

REGIONA L O RAL HISTORY OFFICE 
THE BANC ROFT LI BRARY 
(4 15 ) 642-7395 

February 15, 19 83 

Mr. Edwin Meese III 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ed Meese: 

SANTA BARBARA• SA~ffA CRUZ 

BERKELEY, CALJFOR IA 94720 

J26S57 

We' re very pleased that Molly Tuthill has just ordered for th_e Hoover 
Institution several of the completed volumes of the Ronald Reagan oral history 
project that are now availaole. And the interview I began with Bob Carleson 
in San Dsego will be a fine addition to the project when it is finished. 

We are continuing to interview as extensively as funding permits. I am, 
however, somewhat concerned that that will be limited by potential donors' 
commitments for next year. 

Along that line, Jack Hume and others have suggested several additional 
people who might wish to support the project . They are David Murdoch, 
Gary Shansby, Dean Watkins, Charles Wick, and William Wilson. Do you suppose 
that you could write them the note you used last year, introducing the project 
and me? It would be much appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

. ~ UuJ_· C (_z_ 
G brielle Morris, 
roject Director 
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Editor ial 

·_ ~ --FRIDAY;.APR_IL 1_5, 1~8-3 h 
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'-'--L-~et~· _R ___ -e· ......... a~·--____ a"n ___ ---:...__' s_J_i b_r_a_r¥ rest i:ie/e --~-
~ .. :- ., ,::.-:-:. ,, • _: f~ "'- •. -. - - ~ ~ 

Evidence has _ surfaced recently that the ad- from the pr1marily hisorical, b'ut also :e·conomic · 
ministration h·as b~en negotiating with officials' and politi_cal, information_ the papers· would ·~ 
in the White House concerning the -possible •. contain . , , - · . . __ 

. creation of a Ronald Reagan presidenti":~ library · · Perhaps we can draw an analogy from the visit 
here . The possibility_ <?~.t~is ~appen_in_g ~ho~l_d _ of Queen Elizabeth fl to th is campus. Regard less __ 
neither surprise nor jmger us . . · . :~ _ ·. _ .. of how one may think about the re lative merits 
- . Preside'nt·R~~gan '~\lose.ass~ciatio•n'- i it h .th~- · of .constitu~i~nal -r::,onarchy ?s a_ fo rm of go~-- -
Hoover Institution existed long before _he be- :. -e~nment, or m SJ?l_te of o~e s thou&h_t on th e -
- p · -·d · t· Aft· ·- R·-- · · f .. ·· h d h"' " · · ~--- history of the British Empire the v1s1t of the came res, en . er eagan mis . e 1s sec- .. Q · 

1 
• ' • 

ond term as Governor of California -hea o nated _-:-. ueen .w_as ~e co~ed as a h1st~ncaf event and . -. 
his· gubernatorial papers to the Ho'ov~r. lnstitu- ; an event which will [ urther Sta~ford '~ prestige _ 
· · s · h : -.. h , · · h R · · h · around the world t1on . tre~gt enmg_ t err ties wit eagan, t e · 1 th · , . . . -

Hoover lnsfitutio ll:·made him an-honorary fel- · n e same way, one.s partisan views on the 
low. After Reagan _became president he also do: value or virtue of the specific c~mtents _ of the_ 
nated · his campaign and transition period pa- _Reagan papers sho uld be put aside : If the p_ro-

. . · •· --~ .. -,. , _ . . posals can be accepted by both parties as bemg 
p_ers_. . _ _:<' .... _ . ~-~e·, . ._, - 1:1utually beneficial , the library sho_uld be wel-
. We believe _that, the Reagan presidential pa- _corned by both students and faculty as a val u- : - · 

pers would make7 ,f .~aluable add!~i5>r_, to _the : abl~ scho la rly resource . If an agreement i~ -
Stanford libraries. Regar_pl ~s~ of our agreement= reached and especially if outside fun d ing can be · 
or ~i~agrWement wi!hl pe~(fick~~~a~ ... 6j Rea -an'_s , fo ~n~ , Th e_Dalfr~_e!;.! n~ e;;-~?!! .. Wh):'. t!,_e ;t~~_ry :); 1 

policies anci ograms _e_ -wot:ild ~ I - enef1t should not be bu1ft.- - - - • · ~ J .......,. • 
- ·~-. ..._ ... _ -
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TO: 

-
THE WH I TE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

FROM: 

Mrs . Rea gan 

MICHAEL K. DEA VER 
Assistant to the President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

D Information 

D Action 

MARTIN ANDERSON 
Senior Fellow 

HOOVER INSTITUTION 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305 

(41 5) 497-4742 






