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Augt t 1, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR I~ L
FROM: ¢

SUBJECT: I

As you may recall, Kathy Osborne requested that I phone

i d& sador Terra to discuss Bill Thompson's plans for a Reagan
Country Mus ., I phoned Ambassador Terra repeatedly without
succe . Kathy &¢ <ed me today to send Ambassador .2rra a copy of
your letter, which I have done. My letter, and s memo to Kathy
Osborne, are attached.

Attachments













































THE WHITE HOUEE

July 23, 1986

Dear Mr., Thompson:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President, dated July 12,
1986. The President appreciates the photographs you sent, and
has asked me to convey his best wishes to you and Mrs. Thompson.

Because a question in your letter raises an issue of legal
policy, your letter has been referred to this office for
response. You asked whether there would be any objection to the
use of the President's grade school, South Central, as a "Reagan
( intry Museum." Your letter asked for a response before you
proceeded further with this project.

Establishment of memorials and museums to living Presidents is a
matter of some sensitivity, and for this reason the President has
proceeded with extreme caution in his participation with the only
two authorized projects of this nature. The Ronald Reagan
Presidential Foundation, which is dedicated to building the
Presidential Library at Stanford University, and the Ronald
Reagan Boyhood Home Preservation Foundation, which as you know

is responsible for the museum character of the President's
boyhood home and has undertaken to build a visitors' center in
connection therewith, are the focus of substantial attention on a
variety of fronts. Of necessity, these have created demands

the President's time, become the subject of public scrutiny, and
generated unwanted pressures for the President to become involved
i fund raising. The President's extraordinary popularity has
also generated plans for other, potentially competitive ventures,
some charitable and others commercial, but all of which could
ultimately dilute the success of the two authorized projects.

As you know, the President very much enjoys and appreciates your
enthusiasm for collecting official and local memorabilia relating
to events in his early life. However, we have advised the
| Vo2

Lt is
particularly heightened when, as would be the case with the
.proposed "Reagan Country Museum," two museums would be located in
the same small town.

Nonetheless, much of the work that you have done could be of
areat value to tl Ronald Reagan Boyhood Home Pre: :vai »>n
-oundation, and in particular the planned visitors' center. You



should also be aware that the Ronald Reagan Library :© Stanford
University will have an exhibit room. Your contribution to { ese
projects, in lieu of establishing a new "Reagan Country Museum,"
would be welcome.

We hope you will understand the reasons that the President is
following the course described above. Again, your work thus far
and your enthusiasm are very much appreciated.

Sincerely,

Peter J. Wallison
Counsel to the President

Mr. Bill Thompson
517 Brinton Avenue
Dixon, Illinois 61021












THZ WRHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 22, 1985

MEMORANDUM TO FRED FIELDING
FROM: KATHY OSBORNE KO

SUBJECT: BILL AND JEAN THOMPSON, DIXON, ILLINOIS

Last June I wrote you a memorandum expressing some concerns I had

about a longtime acquaintance of the President from Dixon, Illinois

by the name of Bill Thompson (wife is Jean). At that time we decided
not to pursue these concerns because of the upcoming election.

However, the election is now over and I feel that recent circumstances
and correspondence regarding Mr. Thompson merit you taking a very close
look at this situation. ‘

To st narize my memo of last summer to you, the President has been
corresponding with Bill Thompson for a number of years. The President
knew him in Dixon when the President was a lifeguard at Lov Park. -
Bill Thompson assisted Jim Hickey, the curator of the Reag:é. ovhoc
Home, in locating and placing items in the Reagan Home, 'in Dixon before
the Presidential visit in February of 1984. Mr. Thompson also attually
donated various personal items (furniture, dishes, etc.) to the Reagan
Boyhood Home. K ;

Mr. Thompson continually writes to the President (sometimes up to four
times a month), and sends packets of things to read and for the Preside:
to sign for him. I have started ghost writing for the President to
Bill Thompson because he really shouldn't be bothered with his numerous
requests. Although Mr. Thompson does try to keep the Pre ant informec
about old friends from Dixon, the bulk of his correspondence usually
contains a personal request for items to be signed, for more photos

for his collection, or to come in and visit with the President.

I have spent several hours re-reading through most of Mr. Thompson's
correspondence (there is so much more .in Central Files, I don't have
the time to go throuah i+ a1\ amA T k-~ qade a list showing the
: Ia

. g = waseaew = cxwod to discourage him from
sepdlng any more requests in, but he seems to have ignored it. I
tried to enclose as little as possible for you to see an overview .
of Mr. Thompson and the problems we are encountering, so keep in mind
when this looks a little overwhelming, there are a few hundred pieces
I'm pn+ sending to you.


















6/84

Inc¢ ing from Bill Thompson to the President, indicating he wants to
1d photos of the four Presideni for tl President to sign, along
with Time magazine covers. Asked about photos he recently sent for
the President to sign for St. Lukes Church (we sent directly to
church), and also one for a grandchild, and four others of the
President, Mrs. Reagan and Neil standing in front of the Reagan Home.

Mr. Thompson mentioned that he met Clement Stone (calls him Clement) ¢ te:
a college graduation and told him the Reagan Home needed more funding.

Mr. Thompson asked the President for photos of the inside of the Reagan
Home for the curator, -Jim Hickey, and also a photo for the owner of an
antique shop plus -~ extra one for he and Mrs. Thompson.

Incoming from **~. Thompson to the President telling him how much work
he did for the Reagan Home. Sends more items in to be signed and adds
a "P.S.", saying he. found about 10 Time magazine covers he wants the
Presic 1t to sign for him.

7/84 - .

Incoming from Bill Thompson to the President, sending photos for him
to sign (for Dixon Library, Presidential photo exhibit, and Reac a
Country Museum). Also sent photos of July 4th Dixon parade for the
President to see. Mr. Thompson ask | the President to write > his
granddaughter, "Miss Rock River Valley Area." ' T =

8/84 - ‘ . .
— . . T
Incoming from Bill Thompson to the President telling him he is sorry o
that he can't attend the Republican Convention in Dallas, and reminds

the President to sign tt photos of the four Presidents which he has
already sent in. '

1n/84

Incoming from Bill Thompson to the President asking him to send a
congratulatory note to an Eagle Scout.

Two incoming from Mr. Thompson to the President of a general nataure
and congratulating him on the debate.

TrnAAmin~ fram D311 MhAamrmeanan b Aawal Mmoo T temtamrZl e R

Russians, O;ympic.event photos, etc. Advises Carol that he did an
-inte . _ew tih Japanese TV on his friendship with the President (we were
advised he discussed nuclear weapons) .












T EWHITT F UTE. _ ‘ coY

WASHINGTO!:

July 15, 1985

Dear| Mr. Thompson:
I write to you as a friend of the President.

Following a recent review of the President's schedule and workload,
his senior staff in consultation with the President have determined
that it is necessary to establish a policy restricting the number

" of requests which personal friends may make on the President for
memorabilia. While the President would prefer to be able to
respond to every request, the total number of demands that have
been made on him has reached an extraordinary level. No single
individual is, of course, the cause for this workload. ' The
President has over the years established friendships and personal
relationships with hundreds of men and women across the country and
around the world. When each of these friends make even one
request, tf¢ collective sum of requests guickly skyrockets.

After 1 7i ving the situation, we have determined that a twc jart
policy must be established. First, the President welcomes the
letters of all his friends, and hopes that these letters will
continue to arrive. He cannot, however, continue to respond to
~each and every one of these letters. This is not to say that he
will not see items, but only deals with his ability to respond to
each one of them. If you no longer receive replies from the
President, to each letter, please do not be offended. It is simply
the heavy requirements of the job that prevent him from respo: “ing.

Second, the President will no longer be able to respond to requests
“>r memoral 'lia 1ich as autographed pictures, autographed lett rs,
requests for personal items, or requests for pens used in official
acts. Additionally, as a matter of policy in most instances he
cannot provide personal items or Presidential memorabilia which
will be used for fund-raising purposes. 1 am aware that a number
of the President's friends have estabhlished emall avhi} *- i
. L

o o 1 . ______,1ish among
those who make requests of the President. All of those who receive
this letter will have already received many notes, autographs, and
memorabilia from the President. I am certain that each of you will
understand our need to lighten the President's paperwork and will
refrain from making additional requests.



~éhou?"any 6f_you have any questi 1s re¢ =:ding ‘this new ; 1“3y, :

pl i1t do not hesitate to ¢ 1tact me. I | al: enclosing -y
unanswered requests from each of you that I have been able to
locat . The volume has grown large, however, and lt may take some

to return items to all of you.

Thank you for your cooperation in this effort to assist the
President. Knowing of your affection and support, we trust y
will understand.

Sincerely,

Orig. signed by FFF

Fred F,. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Mr. William Thompson
517 Brinton Avenue
Dixon, " “.inois 61021
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