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OCT I 4 1988 

Sargent Jesse Maddox 
White House Communications Agency 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Sargent Maddox: 

~~L/-ZO 
r°E CJlt> 

ti/ II t1~1/, 

The National Archives, National Security Cousel Secretariat, 
White House Office of Records Management, and White House 
Communications Agency personnel have had several meetings 
regarding the computer files to be transferred to the Reagan 
Presid'ential Library. This memorandum reflects our under ~ 

an 1ng o- Efie agreements reached in those meetings. 

Unclassified data files: Photos 

WHCA will provide NARA with two copies of the VSl STAIRS 
database files _____ DICT, INVT, TNDX, and TEXT 
that comprise the PHOTOS data base.~crofiche reports from 
this data base are not required. 

Classified data files: System 1, System 2, NSC Policy File 

For each of the three data bases, WHCA will provide NARA 
with two copies of each data base in VSl STAIRS format. 
Each data base will include the DICT, INVT, 

TNDX, and ___ TEXT file. WHCA will also provide 
hardcopy documentation specifications for each data base, 
defining the formatted fields and paragraphs. 

WHCA will also provide NARA with a silver master and a diazo 
or versicular copy of microfiche reports prepared from the 
classified data bases. The microfiche reports will be 48X, 
with the report title, first and last sort value, and page 
number printed in eye~legible form on the header. These 
reports will include a master listing by log number 
sequence, name and key~word indices, and a calendar year 
index. For classified document control purposes, WCHA will 
also provide a listing by log number of all Top Secret 
documents. 

__;,v.:::-==::::;J;.~;_;;711_ Afi;i,,,,"J, tr1,v / ,._;~ J!~_ ~ 
. -~ 'i/_~IJA,d.J 2 ~~ 
=-=:..:..:.~=----------L------ ---
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General 

All STAIRS files will be copied to 6250 bpi tape using the 
IEBGENER utility. All tapes shall be new tapes, certified 
as error free. If WHCA desires, NARA can inspect and 
certify the blank::- tapes that will be used for this project. 
We understand that all input to the systems will be cut-off 
on Saturday, January 14, 1989. NARA requests that the tapes 
containing the PHOTOS data base be transferred to us by 
January 19, 1988. The classified tapes and microfiche 
reports should be provided to NARA as soon as is practical. 

Sincerely, 

;c;:wµ-
Assistant Archivist for 
Presidential Libraries 

cc: iff Henley, Director 
White House Office of Records Management 

Steve Hannestad, Director 
Systems Management Division, NARA 



OFFICIAL U'SE 
ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

2 August 1988 

SUBJECT: Summary of Archives Meeting 

ATTENDEES: NSC, Archives, WH Records, WHCA & IBM 

Archives computer data requirements: 

o NIPS flat file in 8211 format of System I, System II and 
Reagan portion of NSCIF file 

WHCA can do flat file but does not believe 
it can do 8211 

o COM of System I, System II and Reagan portion of NSCIF file 
in following indices 

master index 
name index 
keyword. index 
NSCIF calendar year index 

o an extract of TS documents in each of three files sorted by 
log number 

Decisions agreed upon: 

o Archives will prepare a memo to WHCA which will list requirements 
o WHCA will immediately contact Navy Yard (Bob Anick, 433-3142) 

and set up arrangements for producing COM 
o Exclusion of NSC records filed in WH file was dropped 
o Hard copy computer reports no longer required by Archives 

Outstanding Issues: 

o status of PROFS records 

OFFICIAL USE 
0 LY 

Prepared by: 
Brian T. Merchant 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

22 July 1988 

SUBJECT: 

ATTENDEES: 

Summary of 17 June 1988 Archives Meeting 

NSC, Archives, WH Records, WHCA & IBM 

Archives has a requirement to service classified records between 
both temporary and permanent library sites. 

Archives requirements: 

o data tapes; 2 copies (1 Library & 1 NARS) 
o hard copy computer reports; 1 copy 
o microfiche copies; original silver master+ 1 copy 

Preference is for COM. Preference for tapes in flat 8211 file and 
VM/VSl stairs file 

Important factor in volume of non-WH material 

Decisions agreed upon for NSC records: 

o WHCA to make computer tape of entire data base(s); ie, Systems 
I, II & NSCIF (Reagan portion) 

o WHCA to make 2 copies of the print-outs; exclude all NSC 
records which are filed with White House. (code • WH) 

o WHCA to print SYl master, SY2 master & NSCIF master (programming 
and output design already completed) 

o other computer reports are Name index, Keyword index, and NSCIF 
Calendar year index. 

Pending Questions to be answered: 

o need for separate report by classification, ie, index of all 
TS material 

o status of WHSSS records 
o status of PROFS 

o who paid for Navy Yard activities at end of Carter Administration 

-- BTM to discuss w/ BIF 
- WHO ARRANGED? not OA, either WHCA or GSA; most likely 

WHCA 
- WHO PAID? maybe GSA Transition funding 
- HOW? unknown 

OFF ICIAl USE 
0 lV 

Prepared by: 
BRIANT. MERCHANT 
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TRANSITION MEETING - 2/29/88 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. MAINFRAME/MINICOMP ER SYSTEMS 

- STATUS OF ARCHIVES MAINFRAME ACQUISITION 
- PRESIDENTIAL APPOI "TMENTS EXTENDING BEYOND ADMINISTRATION 

e.g. FEDERAL J DGES IN THE PRESIDENTIAL PERSONNEL SYSTEM 

3. PROFS 

- ADMINISTRATio.· APPOINTEES, e.g. WHITE HOUSE STAFF 
- OTHER, e.g. OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION 

4. PERSONAL COMP ER Jrl A 

- IS HARDCOPY ~ :RED FROM EOP? 
- CAN IBM S-~- APE FORMAT BE GIVEN FOR ARCHIVES TO 

PRI NT HARDCO?Y 
- NON-ADMI.IS_Rrl_:o PERSONNEL, e.g. OA 
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re ives NationaAl h. 
----------------------------

OCT I 5 1987 

William M. Jones 
General Counsel 
Committee on Government Operations 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

Washington, DC 20408 

In response to your request during the October 5 meeting 
with National Archives staff members, enclosed are copies of 
correspondence related to the National Ar c hives White House 
Liaison Staff. Also as a result of the meeting, we have 
considered the possibility of changes in the Presidential 
Records Act. 

Although we share your concern about the operation and 
observance of the Presidential Records Act, after much 
thought and discussion since it was enacted, we have 
concluded that we would be reluctant to advocate any changes 
in the law at this time. We would like to mention a few of 
the reasons that we have reached this conclusion. 

We believe that the Presidential Records Act is a carefully 
crafted law which seems to succeed in balancing the public's 
rights in the record of the presidency, the official 
requirements of the Office of the President, and the 
tradition of presidential authority over the records. As 
you know, the law was developed during a lengthy and 
exhaustive process of research, collecting the views of 
knowledgeable experts, and public hearings. While this 
rigorous process of development does not in itself render 
the Act immune to amendment, NARA's view is that any changes 
to it should come after additional time has passed and we 
have had a better opportunity to study the implementation of 
the Act and to carefully weigh the effect of changes on the 
historical record. 

Although we also view with alarm the unauthorized 
destruction of records, we do not believe that an instance 
of disregard of the law calls into question its overall 
effectiveness. That is perhaps more a question of penalties 
and further emphasis on enforcement where appropriate. In 
our view, the law is being observed and administered very 
well despite the visible exception. We feel that the new 
definition of the records as public property, in itself, has 

National Archives and Records Administration 
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provided a powerful tool to encourage proper handling of 
presidential records. 

We also believe that the Act has not yet been fully tested. 
The measure of the Act's effectiveness will come after the 
close of the current administration, when archivists and 
scholars assess the depth and breadth of the accumulated 
record. Preliminary indications are that the record of the 
presidency kept under the Act is as full as that of previous 
presidencies. 

As arc-hivists we approach with care the question of the 
purpose and nature of the record of the presidency. From 
the archivist's standpoint, the primary purpose of record
keeping in the White House or any other "agency" is to 
facilitate the daily business of the Office of the 
President or the agency. In this aspect the responsibility 
of assuring an adequate record and adequate management of 
the record must rest with the President. In our view, the 
President is the chief records official of this "agency" in 
the same way that other executive branch agency heads are 
responsible for agency records programs. 

It has been suggested that the Archivist ought to have a 
highly visible records management enforcement role based in 
statute. While such a role would have advantages in 
clarifying our function with respect to presidential 
records, we feel that it might also result in diminishing 
the record. We have learned from experience that the record 
created primarily for ongoing business is also, in the end, 
the most useful as a source for understanding the past. 
However, if this initial purpose is affected by the 
intrusion of the archivist, with an eye on future use of the 
record as historical evidence, then the whole process of 
accumulating a reliable "natural" historical record is 
called into question. We cannot know with certainty what 
will be historically valuable in the future, and we feel 
that attempting to make that determination at the time the 
record is created will distort the record and lessen both 
its current and future usefulness. We feel that the 
professional archivist must approach with considerable 
delicacy the task of nurturing the historical record. 

Another concern that has been expressed is that officials 
may avoid creating records which document sensitive 
activities. Our experience with the records of modern 
presidential administrations suggests that there is not a 
great danger of loss of historical evidence because of 
reluctance to record sensitive matters. Records are created 
through necessity because that is the normal way business is 
accompiished in large organizations. White House staff 
members seeking to advise the President must generally 
reduce their ideas to writing in order to receive attention. 
Fear of future disclosure has not forestalled the creation 
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of a record because the urgency of the moment is too 
compelling. 

Despite these observations on the nature and purpose of 
presidential records, there are perhaps some further 
measures that are advisable at this point to assure the care 
of presidential records. The general provision in the law 
requiring that official transactions be adequately 
documented could be augmented by noting the availability of 
the Archivist to advise on recordkeeping. Also, the 
importance of preserving documentation could be emphasized 
with the addition of, or reference to, a penalty for 
unauthorized destruction of documents--although such 
penalties already appear to exist in law, and perhaps all 
that is needed is to bring this to the attention of 
appropriate officials. 

Again, at this early point in the existence of the 
Presidential Records Act, we are reluctant to recommend 
extensive revisions or additions. We too are sensitive to 
the concerns brought about by the recent disclosures of the 
destruction of records. We have given considerable thought 
to whether or not violations of this sort warrant changes in 
either the Federal Records Act or the Presidential Records 
Act and to the long-term consequences of such changes. Our 
tentative conclusion is that education, advice, guidance and 
full utilization of current authorities are the most 
effective means of assuring the creation and protection of a 
full historical record. This conclusion is now being 
reviewed more formally by a task force which the Archivist 
has charged with examining and reporting on similar 
questions with respect to all official records. 

we look forward to continuing our work with you toward this 
common goal, and we stand ready to discuss these issues 
further at your convenience. 

CLAUDINE J. W ER 
Acting Assistant Archivist 
for Presidential Libraries 

Enclosures 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

October 3, 1983 

ROD ROSS I l 
' , ... . ( 

THERESA A. ELMORE / 
DIRECTOR OF WHITE HOUSE 

ADMINISTRATION 

Proposed Move of Presidential Records 

Thank you for your memorandum of September 29 expressing your 
concerns about the proposed move of Presidential Records to 
Records Management on the ground floor of the EOB. 

Please be assured that the purpose of this proposal is to 
effectively use the office space available to improve the 
supervision and, thus, the coordination among related 
offices. 

Because of John Hilboldt's proximity to the gift technicians, 
we feel confident that adequate supervision will be 
maintained. 

Again, thank you for expressing your concerns and I will look 
forward to discussing them further·upon Marie Allen's return. 



R~'. ,~ c,rds Sc rv1c8 '.\' 2shington. DC 20-WB 

Date Septcmrer 29, 1983 
Reply to 
Attn ot Rod Ross 

Subject : Space in the EOB 

To Theresa El.rrore 

Marie Allen called fran Seattle today where she is participating at the 
Oral History Association national convention. She asked that I pass on 
a question to you concerning office space. 

According to Biff Henley, there is a proposal that our office should 
rrove to Roan 68 on the ground floor. One of our problems with this 
space is that it puts us four floors away fran t¼O technicians that 
~ are supervising in Roan 459. i;.;e have noticed that Roan 460 is 
temporarily vacant and \>.Dndered whether there \>.Duld l::e any possibility 
of our rroving·: to this· space instead, in order to carry out rrore efficiently 
our supervisory responsibilities. 

I might point out that~ have a high turnover in gift-packing technicians; 
they require many hours a ~ek of training, supervision and recruiting on 
our part. Since the Gift Unit is going to l::e rroving to that end of the 
4th floor, it \>.Duld centralize things for all persons involved with gifts 
to be located there. 

Harie Allen will l::e back on Cctol::er 4th. Should you desire a follow-up 
conversation to this ITbtO prior to her return, please contact me at 
extension 2545. 



O::tober 28, 1983 

MEMJRANDUM 'ID: JAMES JENKINS 

Fro--1: MARJE ALI.EN 

SUB.JECI': CABrnET SOLICITATICN PRCGRAM 

Just for }'Our infonnatian, I'm enclosing the reminder letters that 
I sent yesterday to the various Cabinet departrrents concerning 
our Cabinet papers solicitation program. 

I h:Jpe to write an interim report to you on this project by 
D:cember 1, 1983, and then to proceed with the next series of 
solicitation letters. I'd like to address the next letters to 
heads of independent agencies. 

The continued existence of this office is still in jeopardy. 
Jim O'Neill and I are scheduled to discuss the issue again next 
week with Theresa Elnore. I'll keep you infonred al:out these 
discussions, and I'd appreciate any insight or advice that 
}'OU could give rre. 

Thanks! 



8 FEB '984 

Honor3ble John F. w. Rogers 
,ssistant to the Pr esident for ~anag a~ent 
Th~ Whita House 
~ashington, DC 20500 

D~ar John: 

This letter sum~arizcs our ~eeting and telephone· 
conversations, concerning the Archive ■ Liaison Office in the 
Cld ~xecutive Office Suilding. I understand and appreciata 
your <lesire to r~organize the office to become part of the 
;1hi tH House Off ic~ of Record• Managemen~: . As you know, we 
aro concerned that such a ~corg~nization might presant the 
~µpearance of a conflict of intareat, 3ince the Liaison 
Cffice has oversight responsibilities for ORM disposal 
~ctiviti e s under the Presidential Records Act. Accordingly, 
~e believe we should vacate the office space in the White 
House c ompl ~x and i jave instructed the Liaison Jtaft to b~ 
prepared to do so. 

~f t er removing the offic~, there are particular fuuction3 of 
t~e offic ~ which we should still addresa in order to fur t h~r 
,1cod records ;,;ianagement <1ct iv it i es in the.? Whi ta i!ouse 
conplex and promote the neces ■ ary historical activities th~t 
,,.,i l l help the future ..._Reagan Presidential Library. 

I have asked Jim C'N~ill of our Office of Preside~tial . 
Libraries to contact you or your staff to work out the 

neces_aa_rL_~,-~ -t;~-~~~-ment this iROve.

1
,\~ 

Si :1ce:relr, .. .. 

0 · Yi= ~-':: 
•'··-~ ;!'1(/f""~ 

E{OBERT M. ~'lARNER 
~.r..chi.v..Li..c of the JI).i); -z: J States 

cc:Official File NL 
Reading File NL 
Day File N 
NL/MBAllen/llr 2/7/84 
I~{?•( \ .-
NLJ~ c) VJ :;L,iO 

• 



Dear Dr. Warner, 

Tl1E W l ilTE HOU S E 

WASHINGTON 

February 14, 1984 

I recently received your letter ou_t~inin9._y_9_';:l!' __ 9~_cJ.s_.t,9~ _ _t.9 _ _!TI_0_'{.e 
the White Hous_e_~r.~.ll!Y~E-~2-9-1.son Orfic~q__!.JlJLfil_chiyes. After 
reading your7.etter, it was obvious that a misunderstanding 
exists over our initial desire to relocate the office within the 
Old Executive Office Building. At no time did I or my 
representatives suggest a reorganization of the liaison office or 
a desire to make them a part of the White House Records Manage me nt 
Office. 

I did, however, agree with you that better supervision is required 
and concur in your decision to return them to the Archives to 
achieve this end. 

I hope this clarifies the situation and puts to rest any 
speculation over our motivations. I have asked Clarence He nley of 
the White JJouse Records Management Office to work out any 
remaining questions with Dr. O'Neill of your staff. 

Dr. Robert M. Warner 
-,~rcliT(, :i. st-·ol the. un'i tcd States 
tJc..1 t5onal Archives 
h'.7~li511C_Jlon, D.C. 20'108 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 13, 1984 

Dear Dr. Warner: 

This letter supplements mine of February 14, 1984 to you concern
ing the White House Archives Liaison Office. It is apparent that 
our conversation concerning this office has led to an unintended 
consequence with regard to the Gift Unit. 

Until recently, two employees of the National Archives worked as 
professional packers in the White House Gift Unit. When you 
decided to return the White House Archives Liaison Office to the 
Archives, I did not understand this to include removal of the two 
professional packers who perform a necessary function in cata
loguing, storing and retrieving gifts received by the White House 
for the President and Mrs. Reagan. In view of this, I would 
appreciate your reinstating these two positions in the Gift Unit 
and having the employees who will fill these slots report to John 
Hilboldt as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your attention and cooperation. 

Dr. Robert M. Warner 
Archivist of tooUnited States 
National Archives 
Washington, D.C. 20408 

resident for 
Management and Administration 
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27. MAR~: 

Kr. Johll,. V. lo1•r• 
Aaeietaat to the h••ideat for 
Kana1 .... t aad AdlliaiatratiOll 
The White Iola•• 
Wa1bin1t•, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. lo1•r•• 

Thau yoa for yoar letter of Karell ll, 1914, taforaia1 u altnt the 
aia11Dderetaadia1 n .. rdtaa the 11ft paoki•I Hni••• tbat th• Batioaal 
Arebt-... hM b ... prcr.idtaa for tile Wlltte ..... Gift Oatt. .,. 7 . ... . 

The ••nic•• w ,rffide4 to the Cift Oait pt'ior te -.taa froa the Olla 
conatated of packiaa au prnt•taa for atora .. aM retrinal of the 
PrelidnU.al 1tfta. Th••• ••nice• wen canie4 •t by two part•tille •••1•• 
vllo were 1u,effiae4 by profeaaioa&l arcbi•i•t• akille4 la tbe preaen .. laa -~ .. 
of aaHa. quUty object■• Wattoul Archi.aa ... lo'6e• baff not be ... -~ 
in catalo1t111 Preatdntial 1lfta, vllicb 1• appropriately a 01ft Unit faett•• 

Our curreat pla calla for coatia•i•I tlle paalltaa 1entceN111t the latioaal 
ArchiToa INtldtq, where aaell aattTiti•• eaa be carried CNt 111Mlor direct 
profeHiOGal aa,-ntatoa. hofeHioaal aa,-ntatoa ta neeoHary if ware 
to take re1,onaibility for the preaenatioa of Tal .. ble a1MI oft- fraail• 
gift• ad a1aar• that they are in ION coaditioa for futan exhibit at th• 
haaaa Preaidntial Li~rary. 

Heretofore va ba•• ,acke4 ... care4 for tbe Bead of ltate atfta under the 
authority of the ~ontp Gift• aad Decorati•• Act, whicll deatpatea aucb 
gift• a• ,-~Uc ,roperty. O.r a11thority to •s,e•• f••• on th• pnHrYatioa 
of the jifta froa tlle .-rtea people to Pnat•-t ...... ia l••• clear. 
Bowe••r• w Uff l»eea ,acllta1 ... preNrYiaa the•• atfta uader th• •••uaption 
that t~ ... •-- .iael--4 withia the •efiaitloa of Pnat• .. tial lecorda 

. -~ ·-- . ... -- - .. . 
or tlll!f. . . w.i•.,1 ■11( atfta which the Pred4nt int••• to douu folr 
pn...-C "'· · .. af L1'rary. It aay lte pra•••t to obtain a ruUn1 
froa &llit t111•1t1 -~- _ · _1weet4ent oa th• le .. 1 atat11a of the doaaatic 1Uu 
befora •• '••-~-~-.- ... atorina th-• . , . :.a-:~.-~--;. '. 
Vo an ... -~ wtllia1 to WOTk with the White Bou•• Gift Unit to n1•lT• 
aay d1ffic•lt1ea ... nercoaa ay iaconTeainc• C&118N by IMffina the packtq 
of the aifta to the ArchiTea b11Udi111. I llope )'CN aaree that Ollr acceptance 

' . 



Si1lcerely, 

IOIIUM. lMllft 
ArchlYiat of the Ualte4 Statea 

RLaDVenT••••lach 3/26/84 523-3073 Ltr. B 88635 
cc, Official file-RL 

laacli1ll file-n. 
Day file•■ 

NL 

, .. 
·,-, . .. 



3 OCT -1984 

Mr. John F. II. Roten 
A11f1t1nt to tlle Pres1deltt for 
Manageaent and Adllfn1strat1on 
The Whf te House 
Wa1Mn9ton, D.C. 20500 

Dear John: 

Thaftk you for oa»ta1afnt lqal opfnf0111 fra11 Mr. ffeld1ng and the 
Departlllnt of Ju1tfce concern1nt our auttlorfty to pack and care 
for gfft1 to Presfdent Ra1ga11 fro11 other than forefg11 govemaet1t1. 
That fnfo,..tfoa. fl ••t helpful. 

I understand that stiff lllllbe" fro11 the Offfce of Pres1dent1al 
Libraries have contacted Mr. H11boldt of the Whfte House 61ft Unit 
to plan for ,.,..,tton of pack1nt and storage ••"fees. The first 
material will be packed this well. 

Sincerely, 

ROBERT M. WARNER 
Arch1v1st of the Ull1tN States 

./,lt!L:DVanTassel:ch 10/1/84 
C{tc : -Offi ci a 1 fi 1 e-NL 

Reading file-NL 
Day file-NL 

523-3073 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 11, 1984 

' f'-, • . - • " ~ ----

U~/Af ?iifii~1 

Dear Dr. Warner: 

In our exchange of letters regarding the two employees of the 
National Archives who, until February of this year, provided the 
White House "Gift Unit with packing, storage and retrieval ser
vices, you raised the following issue: 

Heretofore- we have packed and cared for the Head of 
State gifts under the authority of the Foreign Gifts 
and Decorations Act, which designates such gifts as 
public property. Our authority to expend funds on the 
preservation of the gifts from the American people to 
President Reagan is less clear. However, we have been 
packing and PFeserving those gifts under the assumption 
that tliey are either included within the definition of 
Presidential Records or that they are personal gifts 
which the President intends to donate for preservation 
in the Reagan Library. It may be prudent to obtain a 
ruling from the Counsel to the President on the legal 
status of the domestic gifts before we resume packing 
and storing them. t 

In keeping with your suggestion, I raised that issue with Fred F. 
Fielding, Counsel to the President, who in turn has discussed it 
with the Office of Legal Counsel, U.S. Department of Justice. 

Mr. Fielding advises me that both he and the Department of 
Justice are of the opinion that the Administrator of General 
Services has the authority to accept and store gifts received by 
the President from donors other than foreign governments. They 
have also confirmed the clear authority of the Administrator 
regarding gifts from foreign governments. Now that this issue is 
settled, the National Archives should resume its services to the 
White House Gift Unit as soon as possible. 

' e;;;'' 
Assistant t the President for 

Management and Administration 

Dr. Robert M. Warner 
Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, D.C. 20408 



Nationa~ h' nrc ives .,___ ___________________________ _ 

OCT I 5 1987 

Honorable David Pryor 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Federal 
Services, Post Office and Civil Service 
Committee on Governmental Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-6450 

Dear Senator Pryor: 

Washington, DC 20408 

Thank for your letter of October 6. As requested, we are 
enclosing copies of correspondence between the White House 
and the National Archives pertaining to implementation of 
the Presidential Records Act, the NARA Liaison Office in the 
White House, and records management for the period following 
November 1, 1980. 

With respect to the White House liaison function, although 
we have not maintained an office in the Old Executive Office 
Building since February 1984, we have continued to carry out 
these responsibilities. These include: 

1. Providing advice on general questions of records 
management. 

2. Funding one position for the maintenance of the 
President's Daily Diary. 

3. Implementing disposal procedures for Presidential 
material without value (44 u.s.c. 2203 (c)-(e)), 
consisting primarily of bulk mail. 

4. Packing foreign and domestic Presidential gifts, and 
taking preservation action when necessary. 

5. Storing Presidential gifts, audiovisual materials, and 
the overflow of Presidential records. 

6. Providing reference service on stored White House 
materials and on National Archives holdings. 

7. Providing advice on the establishment of the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library. 

8. Writing regulations for the post-Presidential 
implementation of the Presidential Records Act. 

National Archives and Records Administration 



I hope that the enclosed material satisfactorily meets your 
request. Please contact me if you have any questions or 
need additional documentation. 

Sincerely, 

~/4_ 
FRANK G. BURKE 
Acting Archivist 
of the United States 

Enclosures 
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Dr. Frank C. Burke 

ilnitro ~ratt.s ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

FEDERAL SERVICES, l'OST OFFICE, ANO 
CIVIL SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6260 

October 6, 1987 

Archivist of the United States 
(Acting) 

National Archives and Records Administration 
Se~enth and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20408 

Dear Dr. Burke: 

EDWARD J. GLEIMAN, STA;F GIRECTOR 

This is to request that you provide the Subcommittee 
copies of all correspondence between the White House and the 
National Archives and Records Administration (or its 
predecessor or parent agency) pertaining to records manage
ment generally or to implementation of the Presidential 
Records and Presidential Libraries Funding Acts. I would 
also like you to provide copies of any internal memoranda, 
decision documents, notes and telephone logs pertaining to 
the removal of archives personnel from the White House. This 
material should be provided for the period November 1, 1980 
through the present. , 

I would appreciate a prompt re~ponse to this request. 
If you are unable to provide the requested material within 
two weeks or if you have any questions, please contact Mr. 
Edward Gleiman of my Subcommittee staff. You should be aware 
that any delay in receipt of this material could have a 

- bearing on consideration of the Archivist nominee currently 
before the Senate. 

Sincerely, 

o~~ .......... ~-
David Pry or 
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7515-01 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 

36 CFR Part 1270 

Regulations Implementing the Presidential Records Act 

AGENCY: National Archives and Records Administration 

(NARA). 

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking. 

SUMMARY: This rule sets forth administrative procedures for 

the administration of certain provisions of the Presidential 

Records Act of 1978. As required by the act, this rule 

contains: 

1. Provisions for advance public notice of disposal of 

any Presidential records determined by the Archivist to have 

insufficient value to warrant continued preservation. 

2. Provisions for notice to the former President when 

materials to which access would otherwise be restricted are 

to be provided in response to judicial process, to an 

incumbent President for current business, or to Congress. 

3. Provisions for notice to the former President when 

disclosure of a document may adversely affect the former 

President's rights or privileges. 

4. Provisions for establishment of procedures to consult 

with Federal agencies concerning administration of records 

containing information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes. 

DATE: Comments must be received by [insert date 30 days 

after date of publication]. 
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ADDRESS: Comments should be sent to Director, Program 

Policy and Evaluation Division, National Archives and 

Records Administration (NAA), Washington, DC 20408. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Gary L. Brooks or 

Christopher Runkel, Legal Services Staff, (202) 523-3618. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Until January 20, 1981, the 

documentary record created by each President of the United 

States and his staff in the course of carrying qut the 

duties of the Presidency was considered to be the personal 

property of the President. When George Washington left 

office, he carried his papers with him. This precedent was 

followed by subsequent Presidents. Some presidential papers 

were scattered, lost, destroyed, or winnowed and sold by 

heirs. Others simply deteriorated through neglect. Only 

gradually during the 19th century was there a recognition of 

the historical worth of Presidential papers as part of the . 

national patrimony and of the desirability of preserving a 

President's papers as a coherent body of materials which 

could be used to further historical understanding. With the 

growth of this recognition, the Government began to collect 

Presidential papers, first through purchases of past 

Presidents' papers by the Department of State and then in 

t he early 20th century, through concerted collection efforts 

and direct accession of papers by the Library of Congress. 

Recognition of the nation's claim on Presidential papers 

was furthered with President Franklin Roosevelt's proposal 

in 1939 of the idea of the Presidential Library. His plan 
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for his voluminous White House papers was to donate them to 

the United States for administration by the National 
/ 

Archives. The papers were to be housed in a privately 

constructed facility donated for operation to the United 

States. This plan was accepted by Congress through a joint 

resolution and later, in 1955, applied to all Presidents 

through passage of the Presidential Libraries Act. The 

passage of this act marked the first legal recog~ition of 

Government responsibility for the preservation and 

administration of Presidential papers. The papers were 

still considered to be the personal property of the 

President, and they were administered in accordance with 

instruments of donation executed by the President. However , 

the practice of donating . them to the Government for use in a 

Presidential Library provided for consistent administration 

of the papers and for public access to them. 

The change to Government ownership of Presidential papers 

began with the passage of the Presidential Recordings and 

Materials Preservation Act of 1974 shortly after President 

Nixon resigned. The immediate object of the Act, set forth 

in Title I, was to bring the Nixon Presidential Materials 

into Government custody. Title II of the Act established 

the Pub1ic Documents Conun1ss1on for the primary purpose of 

considering means to assure the preservation of Presidential 

historical materials. The Commission's report led to the 

passage of the Presidential Records Act of 1978, which 

provides for Government ownership and administration of 
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Presidential and Vice Presidential papers beginning with the 

administration of President Reagan. 

List of Subjects in 36 CFR part 1270: 

Presidential Records. 

For the reasons set forth in the preamble, NARA proposes 

to amend Chapter XII of Title 36 by establishing a new PART 

1270 to read as follows: 

PART 1270--PRESIDENTIAL RECORDS 

51270.10 Scope of part. 

Subpart A--General Provisions 

Sec. 

1270.12 Application. 

1270.14 Definitions. 

Subpart B-- Actions Taken on Behalf of Former Presidents 

1270.20 Designation of person or persons to act for former 

President. 

1270.22 When Archivist may act for former President. 

Subpart c--Disposal of Presidential Records 

1270.30 Disposal of Presidential Records by incumbent 

President. 

1270.32 Disposal of Presidential Records in the custody of 

the Archivist. 

Subpart o--Access to Presidential Records 

1270.40 Identification of restricted records. 

1270.42 Denial of access to public; right to appeal. 

1270.44 Exceptions to restricted access. 

1270.46 Notice of intent to disclose certain Presidential 
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Records. 

Subpart E--Presidential Records Compiled for Law Enforcement 

purposes 

1270.50 

1270.52 

Consultative procedures to be established. 

Notification. 

AUTHORITY: The Presidential Records Act of 1978, Pub. L. 

95-591, 92 Stat. 2523-27, as amended by the National 

Archives and Records Administration Act of 1984, Pub. L. 98-

497, sec. 107(b)(7), 98 Stat. 2287 (1984) (codified at 44 

u.s.c. 2201-07). 

§1270.10 Scope of Part. 

These regulations implement the provisions of the 

Presidential Records Act of 1978, Pub. L. No. 95-591, 92 

Stat. 2523-27, as amended by Pub. L. No. 98-497, sec. 

107(b)(7), 98 Stat. 2287 (1984) (codified at 44 u.s.c. 2201-

07), by setting forth the policies and procedures governing 

preservation, protection, and disposal of, and access to 

Presidential and Vice-Presidential records created during a 

term of office of the President or Vice President beginning 

on or after January 20, 1981. 

Subpart A--Genaral Provisions 

§1270.12 Application. 

(a) These regulations apply to all Presidential records 

created during a term of office of the President beginning 

on or after January 20, 1981. 

(b) Vice-Presidential records shall be subject to the 

provisions of this part in the same manner as Presidential 
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records. The Vice President's duties and responsibilities, 

with respect to Vice-Presidential records, shall be the same 

as the President's duties and responsibilities with respect 

to Presidential records. The Archivist's authority with 

respect to Vice-Presidential records shall be the same as 

the Archivist's authority with respect to Presidential 

records, except that the Archivist may, when he determines 

it to be in the public interest, enter into an ~greement 

with a non-Federal archival repository for the deposit of 

Vice-Presidential records. 

§1270.14 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this Part --

(a) The terms "documentar1 material", "Presidential 

records", "personal records", "Archivist", and "former 

President" have the meanings given them by 44 u.s.c. 

2201(1)-(5), respectively. 

(b) The term "agency" has the meaning given it by 5 

u.s.c. 55l(l)(a)-(d) and 552(e). 

(c) The term "Presidential archival depository" has the 

meaning given it by 44 U.S.C. 2101(1). 

(d) The term "Vice-Presidential records" means 

documentary materials, or any reasonably segregable portion 

thereof, created or receive~ by the Vice President, his 

immediate staff, or a unit or individual of the Office of 

the Vice President whose function is to advise and assist 

the Vice President, in the course of conducting activities 

which relate to or have an effect upon the carrying out of 
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the constitutional, statutory, or other official or 

ceremonial duties of the Vice President. The term includes 

documentary materials of the kind included under the term 

"Presidential records." 

(e) The term "filed" means the date something is 

received in the office of the official to whom it is 

addressed. 

Subpart B--Actions Taken on Behalf of Former Presidents 

§1270.20 Designation of person or persons to act for former 

President. 

(a) A President or former President may designate some 

person or persons to exercise, upon death or disability of 

the President or former President, any or all of the 

discretion or authority granted to the President or former 

President by chapter 22 of Title 44, United States Code. 

(b) When a President or former President designates a 

person or persons to act for him pursuant to (a), this 

designation shall be effective only if the Archivist has 

received notice of the designation before the President or 

former President dies or is disabled. 

(c) The notice required by (b) shall be in writing, and 

shall include the following information: 

(1) Name(s) of the person or persons designated to act 

for the President or former President; 

(2) The current addresses of the person or persons 

designated; and 

(3) the records, identified with reasonable specificity , 
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over vhtch the designee(s) wi~l ex& --
author1.ty. 

§1270.22 Wh•a Arc\~vist m•1 act for former Preside~ -

In ~hose i.nstance~ere a President has- spe~ified--;-in 

accordance vi_0.s.c. 2204, restrictions on access ta 

Pres:t.dent:t:af-records, but has not made a designation. under 

section 1270.20 of this subpart, the Archivist shali~ upon 

theJi_eath or disability of a President or former resid~ 
--- - ----

exercise the discretion or authority granted to a President 

or former President by 44 u.s.s. 2z04. 

Subpart c--Diiposal of Presidenti.al Records 

§1270.30 DLspos.a1...--o.f Pr-esidential records lJX fnC":umb~ ---
------President. ------ -- -------

A President may, whil~ in office, dispose of any 

Presidential records which in his opinion lack 

administrative, historical, informational, or evidentiary 

value if one of the following two sets of requirements is 

satisfied: 
----

(a)(l) Tche President has obtained the writ~en views of -

~ ..a..a f -the Archivist concerning the propoaa~ spo~nd 

--

~ 
I 
I 
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~ ~ -( 2) The Archivist states in his communication with the ..____ 

Presi.dent that he does not intend to request, with respect 

to the Pres~dent 's proposed disposal of Presidential 

records, the advice of the Cownittees on Rules and 

Administration and Governmental Affairs of the Senate, and 

the Committees on House Adminstration and Government 

Operations of the House of Representatives because he does 
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not consider --

(A) the records proposed for disposal to be of special 

interest to the Congress; or 

(B) consultation with the Congress concerning the 

proposed disposal to be in the public interest; or 

(b)(l) The President has obtained the written views of 

the Archivist concerning the proposed disposal; 

(2) The Archivist states either --

(A) that the records proposed for disposal may be of 

special interest to the Congress; or 

(B) that consultation with the Congress concerning the 

proposed disposal is in the public interest; and 

(3) The President submits copies of the proposed 

disposal schedule to the Committees on Rules and 

Administration and Governmental Affairs of the Senate and 

the Committees on House Administration and Government 

Operations of the House of Representatives at least 60 

calendar days of continuous session of Congress in advance 

of the proposed disposal date. 

For the purpose of this section, continuity of session is 

broken only by an adjournment of Congress sine die, and the 

days on which either House is not in session because of an 

adjournment of more than 3 days to a day certain _ are 

excluded in the computation of the days in which Congress is 

in continuous session. 

§1270.32 Disposal of Presidential Records in the custody of 

the Archivist. 
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(a) The Archivist may dispose of Presidential records 

which he has appraised and determined to have insufficient 

administrative, historical, informational, or evidentiary 

value to warrant their continued preservation. 

(b) When Presidential records are scheduled for disposal 

pursuant to (a), the Archivist shall publish a notice of 

this disposal in the Federal Register at least 60 days 

before the proposed disposal date. 

(c) The notice required by (b) shall include the 

following: 

(1) A reasonably specific description of the records 

scheduled for disposal; and 

(2) A concise statement of the reason why the Archivist 

believes the records can be disposed of. 

(d) Publication in the Federal Register of the notice 

required by (b) shall be a final agency action for purposes 

of review under chapter 7 of Title 5, United States Code (5 

u.s.c. 701-06). 

Subpart D--Access to Presidential Records 

§1270.40 Identification of restricted records 

Once an incumbent President has placed restrictions on 

access to certain information contained in Presidential 

records, the Archivist or his designee shall identify the 

Presidential records affected, or any reasonably segregable 

portion thereof, and shall restrict public access to the 

information contained in these records until --

(a)(l) The date on which the former President waives the 
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restriction on disclosure of the record or information 

contained within; or 

(2) The expiration of the period of restriction specified 

under 44 u.s.c. 2204(a) for the category of information 

under which a certain record, or a portion therof, was 

restricted; whichever date is earlier or 

(b) The date on which a determination is made by the 

Archivist that the former President or an agent of the 

former President has placed in the public domain a 

restricted record or a reasonably segregable portion therof, 

or any significant element or aspect of the information 

contained in a restricted record or a reasonably segregable 

portion therof, if this date is earlier than either of the 

dates specified in (a). 

§1270.42 Denial of access to public; right to appeal. 

(a) Any person denied access to a Presidential record 

(hereinafter "the requester") because of a determination 

that the record or a reasonably segregable portion thereof 

was (1) properly restricted under 44 U.S.C. 2204(a), and (2) 

not placed in the public domain by the former President or 

his agent, may file an administrative appeal with the 

Assistant Archivist for Presidential Libraries (NL), 

Washington, DC 20408. 

(b) Appeals shall be filed no later than 10 working days 

after the requester receives written notification that 

access to Presidential records has been denied. 

(c) Appeals shall be in writing and shall set forth the 
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reason why the requester believes access to the records 

sought should be allowed. The requester shall identify the 

specific records sought. 

(d) Upon receipt of an appeal, the Assistant Archivist 

for Presidential Libraries shall have 30 working days from 

the date an appeal is filed to consider the appeal and to 

respond in writing to the requester. The Assistant 

Archivist's response shall state whether the Presidential 

records requested are to be released and the basis for this 

determination. The decision of the Assistant Archivist is 

final. 

§1270.44 Exceptions to Restricted Access. 

(a) Notwithstanding any restrictions on access imposed 

pursuant to section 2204 or these regulations, and subject 

to any rights, defenses, or privileges which the United 

States or any agency or person may invoke, Presidential 

records shall be made available in the following instances: 

(1) Pursuant to subpoena or other judicial process 

properly issued by a court of competent jurisdiction for the 

purposes of any civil or criminal investigation or 

proceeding; 

(2) To an incumbent President if the records sought (A) 

contain information which is needed for the conduct of 

current business of his office and (B) are not otherwise 

available; 

(3) To either House of Congress, or, to the extent of 

matter within its jurisdiction, to a Congressional committee 
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or subcommittee if the records sought (A) contain 

information which is needed for the conduct of business 

within its jurisdiction and (B) are not otherwise available. 

(b) Requests by an incumbent President, House of 

Congress, or a Congressional committee or subcommittee 

pursuant to paragraph (a) of this section should be 

addressed to the Archivist. All requests should be in 

writing and should, where practicable, identify the records 

sought with reasonable specificity. 

(c) Presidential records of a former President shall be 

available to the former President or his designated 

representative upon request. 

§1270.46 Notice of intent to disclose certain Presidential 

records. 

(a) The Archivist or his designee shall notify a former 

President or his designated representative whenever a 

Presidential record, the disclosure of which might adversely 

affect any rights and privileges the former President may 

possess, may be disclosed. The notice given shall identify 

the records with reasonable specificity. In the case of 

records to be disclosed in accordance with section 1270.44, 

the notice shall also: 

(i) Identify the requestor and the nature of the 

request; 

(ii) State whether the requested records contain 

materials to which access would otherwise be restricted 

pursuant to 44 u.s.c. 2204(a) and identify the category of 
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restriction within which the record to be disclosed falls; 

and 

(iii) List the date of the request. 

(b) If, after receiving the notice required by 

subsection (a) of this section, an affected former President 

raises rights or privileges which he believes should 

preclude the disclosure of a Presidential record, and it is 

nevertheless determined, in whole or in part, that the 

record in question will be disclosed, the Archivist shall 

notify the former President or his representative of this 

determination. This notice shall be similar in form to the 

notice required by subsection (a) of this section, except 

that the notice required by this subsection shall also: 

(i) Be in writing; 

(ii) State the basis upon which the record is being 

disclosed; and 

(iii) Specify the date on which the record will be 

disclosed. 

Notice under this subsection shall be given to the 

affected former President or his representative at least 5 

working days prior to the release of the records requested. 

Subpart £--Presidential Records Compiled for Law Enforcement 

purposes 

§1270.50 Consultative procedures to be established. 

The Archivist shall, no later than January 21, 1989, 

establish procedures for consultation between NARA and 

appropriate Federal agencies regarding information compiled 

14 



lo . 

for law enforcement purposes which may be subject to section 

552(b)(7) of title 5, United States Code. 

§1270.52 Notification. 

(a) The procedures established under this subpart for· 

consultation shall provide for the notification, in writing, 

of appropriate Federal agencies. This notice shall include 

the following: 

(1) A description of the records in question; 

(2) Statements that the records described contain 

information compiled for law enforcement purposes and may be 

subject to the exemption provided by section 552(b)(7) of 

the FOIA for records of this type: and, 

(3) A contact person at NARA. 

(b) The notice described in (a) shall also include an 

invitation to the head of the Federal agency being notified 

to consult with NARA about the records described in the 

notice. This consultation may include review of the records 

for information which may affect the agency's activities or 

operations. 

Al' (°' 
U•.J Dated: \ e~ , lU.

0

L~ ~ 
CLAUDINE J. WE ER 
Acting Archivist 
of the United States 
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3 OCT 1984 

Mr. John F. W. Rogen 
Assfstant to the PresfdNt for 
Mln1g1111nt and Adllfn1strat1on 
The Whf t1 Houn 
Washfngton, D.C. 20500 

D11r John: 

Thank you for obtafnint legal opinions fro11 Mr. fielding and the 
Department of Justice concerning our authority to pack and care 
for gifts to President Reagan froa other than forefgn governaents. 
That fnfor111tfon. 1s •st helpful. 

I understand that staff lllllben fro11 the Office of Presfdentfal 
Lfbr1rf1s have contacted Mr. Hflboldt of the Whfte House 61ft Unft 
to plan for resuapt1on of packing and storage services. The first 
material wfll be packed this week. 

Sincerely, 

ROBERT M. WARNER 
Archivist of the Unfted States 

/J}~L:DVanTassel:ch 10/1/84 
11f1fcc: -Offi ci a 1 fi 1 e-NL 

Reading file-NL 
Day file-NL 

523-3073 



.. ... . 

Dear Dr. Warner: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 11, 1984 

In our exchange of letters regarding the two employees of the 
National Archives who, until February of this year, provided the 
White House •Gift Unit with packing, storage and retrieval ser
vices, you raised the following issue: 

Heretofore we have packed and cared for the Head of 
State gifts under the authority of the Foreign Gifts 
and Decorations Act, which designates such gifts as 
public property. Our authority to expend funds on the 
preservation of the gifts from the American people to 
President Reagan is less clear. However, we have been 
packing and PFeserving those gifts under the assumption 
that t~ey are either included within the definition of 
Presidential Records or that they are personal gifts 
which the President intends to donate for preservation 
in the Reagan Library. It may be prudent to obtain a 
ruling from the Counsel to the President on the legal 
status of the domestic gifts before we resume packing 
and storing them. I 

In keeping with your suggestion, I raised that issue with Fred F. 
Fielding, Counsel to the President, who in turn has discussed it 
with the Office of Legal Counsel, U.S. Department of Justice. 

Mr. Fielding advises me that both he and the Department of 
Justice are of the opinion that the Administrator of General 
Services has the authority to accept and store gifts received by 
the President from donors other than foreign governments. They 
have also confirmed the clear authority of the Administrator 
regarding gifts from foreign governments. Now that this issue is 
settled, the National Archives should resume its services to the 
White House Gift Unit as soon as possible. 

.r 

r 
he President for 

Management and Administration 

Dr. Robert M. Warner 
Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, D.C. 20408 
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Mr. Johll 1. V. loser• 
Aaeiatant to the Pra1idHt for 
....._ ...... _. .Mai.Dletrati• 
The Vhtte llou• 
Wa1hiDlt• 1 D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. lopr11 

Thank 1• fer JOllr latter of Kareb 13, 19141 laferaia1 u a\CNt the 
■iaaa4erataa4iq naariiq the 1tft ,aotq •rri••• tllat tlle .. ,toul 
ArcbiTea ha4 i.... ,rffi•t .. fer tlle Vlltte ..... Gift Vatt. 

'l'INt ••nieea w ....,1 ... te the Gift U.it wwt•r ta ...taa Ina tb• c.-.{·i :. ··:.:· 
eoaai■t•• of pauta1 ... prnt•t... tn 1tera.. _. ntrir,•l of tlae •-.;;... ~ ~ .. 7": _ 

, 

Preaideatial 1ift1. TbeN aerriee• WN caniN .. t b'J CW pert-ti-a·. .· ... · 
vlae wr• e-,.nt1H i.y pnfeHiOll&l areblri1ta akUle4 ill t._ pna•n•·• .- · · -. :· 
of...._ ~lity o'-jaeta ... tioul Arehtfta -,lo,69• 1ul"'8 not bees-, :. _ ,' ,: . 
in cataloataa Pnau .. eul atfta, 1'111•11 la apprepriatel., • Otft Unit . ·,,_ . . 

,M, .. "'' I . ~.. .' • "\ , (• • 

Our current plaa- calla for coatinins t:M ,..kiq Nntoe.- the Saat ... 1 
Archive• niHiq, 1'lleH neh aeti•ltt•• ca lMa earri .. o.t 111l4er •tnct 
profeHiooal a.,.rriat ... ProfeHioaal ,-,.n1•1• la •-••ary if ware 
to take n•.-a•i~ility fer the pre••natt• of ••lu~l• ... oft• frqile 
1tft1 ad ••••re that they are la .... C9alittl• for fut•n eat~lt at the 
•••an Pre1ide1ttial Li)rary. 

~retofore we b.aT9 ,. ..... aM oa~ for tu .... of ltate 1tft• -•r tlae 
••thority of tlle ~--, .. Gift• ... DNoratl•• Aet, wllio ... tpat•• IUOb 
1ifta aa ,-~11• ~rt?• o.r ntllerlty to •:s,eM f111141• • the pneer.ati• 
of the f{ft• &.a tile Janl ... ,..,1. to PreaUat a.._ la 1••• clear. 
BoweTH, we u.... ~ ,-.kt.ae _. ,reNniaa tbeM 1ifta _.•r tlle ae--,tioa 
that they are ettbeT 1.ael .... wit•t• t1M ••fiaitloa of Pnaideatial leeff4• 
or tbal t pftl •te- tM Pnaf. ... t latead• to •---•• fel! 
pn•_..i · 1.i~rary. It ay N ,ru ... t to Gt.taia • r11u., 
froa clla-' · - -IR•U..t oa the leaal atat:11• of tlla deaaatie aif u 
before • ·· ~1!11111111' ... eteriq thell. 

'."'$ ~-!<. 

We are 
ny dtt 
of the 1ifta 

. -·~ ~- '!-· - .......... . • 

.... wn wit- tlle White--• Gift Vllit to reMITe 
iit •••=••• aay iaCOln'Wllienc• on• .. by ao'riaa the packing 

to the Arclaift• bllildlaa. I 1lope you aar- that ou- acceptnc• 
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. '!; • ~ 

of tlte ~tlity of pr•••nin1 th••• valuable hietorical aateriale 
alao nui~tlle ...-.caa• of related aupenieory and aanagerial 
reeponn•1UO... 

Sincerely, 

IODaT M. WAID'& 
Archi•i•t of tbe Ollited State• 

NL:DVanTassel:ch 3/ 26 / 84 
cc: ~ial file-NL 

Reading file-NL 
Day file- N 

NL 

523-3073 Ltr. B 08635 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 13, 1984 

Dear Dr. Warner: 

This letter supplements mine of February 14, 1984 to you concern
ing the White House Archives Liaison Office. It is apparent that 
our conversation concerning this office has led to an unintended 
consequence with regard to the Gift Unit. 

Until recently, two employees of the National Archives worked as 
professional packers in the White House Gift Unit. When you 
decided to return the White House Archives Liaison Office to the 
Archives, I did not understand this to include removal of the two 
professional packers who perform a necessary function in cata
loguing, storing and retrieving gifts received by the White House 
for the President and Mrs. Reagan. In view of this, I would 
appreciate your reinstating these two positions in the Gift Unit 
and having the employees who will fill these slots report to John 
Hilboldt as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your attention and cooperation. 

Dr. Robert M. Warner 
Archivist of theUnited States 
National Archives 
Washington, D.C. 20408 

resident for 
Management and Administration 
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Dear Dr. Warner, 

THE WHITE HOU S E 

WASHINGTON 

February 14, 1984 

I recently received your letter ou_t~inin9._y_~_l}.!" __ 9~_cJ.sj_9~--!:g _ _!Tl_o_~e 
the White Hous~-~~Sli~Y~§-~19-1.son orfice to t]i~_r_ch _i:ve~. After 
reading your----i.etter, it was obvious that a misunderstanding 
exists over our 1nitial desire to relocate the office within the 
Old Executive Office Building. At no time did I or my 
representatives suggest a reorganization of the liaison office or 
a desire to make them a part of the White House Records Management 
Office. 

I did, however, agree with you that better supervision is required 
and concur in your decision to return them to the Archives to 
achieve this end. 

I hope this clarifies the situation and puts to rest any 
speculation over our motivations. I have asked Clarence Henley of 
the White IJouse Records Management Office to work out any 
remaining questions with Dr. O'Neill of your staff. 

Dr. Robert M. Warner 
.Arcfrf\,1st-·ot · the. uriI tcd states 
Na tional Archives 
Wt1dii11ylon, D.C. 20408 

Sin:e ·ldtC? ~ 
n . W. Ror;7s/ 

Assis ant to'the ~resident for 
Management and Administration 




