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As a former Mayor myself, I appreciate your concern for,
and endeavors on behalf of, a free Afghanistan. They clearly
contribute to the continuing effort to focus world attention on
Soviet actions in that country. Your support assists the
American goal of the achievement of a negotiated political
settlement to end the agony of the Afghan people and to get the

Soviets out.

Sincerely, ;

' \1 L WL%V&

Jayne Plank
Directow, Intergovernmental Affairs
Office of Legislative and
Intergovernmental Affairs

Enclosure:

As stated.
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| Village of Winthrop Harbor - Jinois

Offices: 830 Sheridan Road / 312-872-3846 / Zip Code 60096

August 15, 1983

President Ronald Reagan
White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:
I sent letters similar to the one - attached to:

William S. Paley, Chrmn., CBS Inc.

Grant Tinker, Chrmn. & Chief Exec. Offfcer, NBC Inc.

Katharine Graham, Chrmn. & Chief Exec. Officer, Washington Post Co.
Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, Chrmn., New York Times- Co.

Tom Johnson, Publisher & Chief Exec. Officer, Los Angeles Times
Charles T. Brumback, President, Chicago Tribune Co.

Joseph Pulitzer, Jr., Chrmn. & Chief Exec. Officer, St. Louis Post
Lee Hflls, Publisher, Mtami Herald

I would strongly suspect that their real reason is because most of
the persons who make the ultimate decisfons as to what will be high-
lighted by their news media are quite "liberal". They would much
rather cover Central America in an effort to put a question in ther.
public's mind about the wisdom of your administration's efforts to
stop Communism's takeover of a number of countries in Central America.

Keep up the fine job you are doing to protect our nation.

Respectfully,

ey
4 2l i
HUR . ruoouany, MAYOR

/

AEF /bw

Enclosure

td
““The Cornerstone of lllinois’’
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Village of Winthrop Harbor - Jinois

Offices: 830 Sheridan Road / 312-872-3846 / Zip Code 60096

rd

August 8, 1983

Mr. Leonard H. Goldenson

Chairman & Chief Executive Qfficer
American Broadcasting Companies, Inc.
1330 Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10019

Dear Mr. Goldenson:

I realize I'm only a small town mayor, but I imagine those who
read this U.S. NEWS editorial or read about the Afghanistan mass mur-
ders in other somewhat obscure publications have a question similar
to mine in their mind.

Why hasn't your highly respected American Broadcasting Company
or any other major American news media or even the State Department
really made a greater effort to call the Afghanistan atrocities to
the American public's attention?

I will be eagerly waiting to hear your thoughts on this séd

commentary.
Respectfully,
o~
7z C G -
Arthur r. Fosslana, .uaydr
ALF/bw

cc: President Ronald Reagan
Sec. State George Schultz
Sen. Charles H. Percy

»

I'd
“The Cornerstone of Iilinois"’
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" peared in the newspapers of

In Afghanistan, the invading armies of the So-
viet Union are committing one of the most mas-
sive campaigns of savagery in recent history.
Towns are bombed into rubble. Civilians are
massacred by the thousands. Women and chil-
dren, as well as men, are summarily shot. Homes
are looted, fernales raped. People suspected of
sympathizing with the Afghan resistance fighters
are tortured.

The U.S. State Department describes the Sovi-
et actions in Afghanistan as
“intolerable by any standard
of civilized behavior.”

But where—in the United
States or Europe—are the mass
demonstrations against such
atrocities? Where are all those
people who marched in pro-
test against the American cam-
paign in VietnamP And where
are the screaming headlines or
the angry editorials that ap-

the Vietnam era?

Americans read in their
newspapers and see on their
television screens far more
about the relatively few kill-
ings in El Salvador than they
do about the massive massa-
cres in Afghanistan.

“It would appear,” said the
State Department, “that the Soviet Union be-
lieves that the world is either unaware of or no
longer cares what it is doing in Afghanistan and
...is willing to employ any means, no matter
how brutal.”

Said the State Department: “We cannot stand
silently by an'd witness this slaughter.”

Now, what about the American news media?
Should they “stand silently by"'?

Or should they tell this story in all its ghastly
details—just as they did about Vietnam, and as
they do now about El Salvador?

The Editor's Page

“When it happened In Vietnam,
people protested.”

Getting Away With Murder

By Marvin Stone

Perhaps if the American people were better
informed about what is going on in Afghanistan—
and if they would react as strongly as they did
during the Vietnam War—the Soviet Union might
not feel that “the world is either unaware of or no
longer cares” what it is doing.

Another example: How much have Americans
been told about the genocide practiced by the
Communists who have taken over Kampuches,
formerly Cambodia, at the cost of an estimated 2
million lives?

Charles Z. Wick, director of
the US. Information Agency
(USIA), recently charged that
the American news media—
particularly the television net-
works—bear a “great respon-
sibility” for failing to draw the
world’s attention to that mass
atrocity.

Why the seeming reluc-
tance of US. news media to
tell the story of such Commu-
nist cruelties? It is admittedly
very difficult—and often im-
possible—for American re-
porters to observe evemts in
Afghanistan and Kampuchea,
The Communists see to’ that.
But we suspect there are oth-
er reasons, too.

Apparently, many editors—
and TV news-show producers—feel that Ameri-
cans do not like to be reminded of Vietnam, or
how the domino theory they once scorned is now
being | by the in ds across
South and Southeast Asia.

Ever since World War I, when the United
States became allied with the Soviet Union to
fight Nazism, Americans—and some of this na-
tion's news media~have been prone to knee-jerk
reactions against any sins by right-wing regimes
while reacting less strongly, or not at all, against
excesses of the left.

It is time for a readjustment.

< U.S.NEWS & WORLD REPORT, June 20, 1983









THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTON

December 15, 1983

Dear Mr. Ottaway:

This is in reply to your thoughtful letter of October 7, 1983,

about Afghanistan. You expressed concern about the lack of news

coverage on the Afghan resistance's valiant struggle against the

Soviets and your hope that bringing defecting Soviet soldiers to

the United States would prompt increased media coverage of

Afghanistan. You also asked about American assistance to the
idin or Afghan freedom fighters.

I would agree with you completely about the need to keep the
issue of Afghanistan alive, and to make clear to the entire world
that brutality, destruction and oppression the Soviets have
brought to that now tragic land. The major problem is to get the
journalists in and to bring the stories, films and tapes out.
Af N"anistan must not be allowed to become "the forgotten war."

In the almost four years of intense fighting in Afghanistan since
the Soviet invasion, there have been very few Soviet defectors or
prisor :cs. For that matter there have been very few prisoners
taken by either side. 1In 1982 the International Committee of the
Red Cross was finally able to work out an agreement among the
Karmal regime, the Soviet Union, Pakistan, Switzerland and the
Afghan resistance whereby Soviet prisoners of war captured in
Afghanistan and held by the mujahidin would be taken to Switzer-
land for internment for two years. At the end of their
internment, the prisoners would be turned over to the ICRC (an
all-Swiss body) by the Swiss Government for repatriation. 1In
February 1983 the President of the ICRC told the press that the
ICRC would not participate in the forced repatriation to the USSR
of Soviet prisoners interned in Switzerland.

Eight Soviet prisoners were sent to Switzerland and turned over
to the Swiss Government in 1982 under the terms of this agree-

ment. Another one was reported to have arrived in Switzerland on
October 28, 1983. There have been various other reports, includ-

ir _  n1e arti i The Vv 11 ! d . by Ludmil! Thorne
that you mentioned, of other _..._. BPunv » and defectors, who are

still being held by the mujahidin and who are reported to have
said that they would like to seek political asylum in the United
States.

I concur with your view that the testimony of such defectors
could be an outstanding news story, and their appearance through-
out the United States could be a very useful way to keep the
issue of Afghanistan before the public eye. You may be assured
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December 6, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMM TE>
FROM: GEOFFREY KEMP

SUBJECT: Reply to LetterVfrom Ottaway Newspapers, Inc.

Attached is a Kimmitt to Kelley memorandum for your signature.

Attachment:
as stated
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December 6, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY

SUBJECT: Reply to letter from Ottaway Newspapers, Inc.

We concur in the attached draft reply to James Ottaway, Ottaway
Newspapers, Inc., for Larry Speakes' signature.

N

Robert M. Kimmitt
Executive Secretary

Attachment:
as stated
w/incoming






be taken to sSwitzerland for internment for two years. At the
end of their internment the prisoners would be turned over to
the ICRC (an all-Swiss bc /) by the Swiss Government for
repatriation. In February 1983 the President of the ICRC told
the press that the ICRC would not participate in the forced
repatriation to the USSR of Soviet prisoners interned in
Switzerland.

Eight Soviet prisoners were sent to Switzerland and turned
over to the Swiss Government in 1982 under the terms of this
agreement. Another one was reported to have arrived in
Switzerland on :tober 28, 1983. There have been various other

reports, including the article in The Well Street Journal by

Ludmilla Thorne that you mentioned, of other Soviet POWs, and
defectors, who are still being held by the mujahid‘~ and who
are reported to have said that they would like to seek
political asylum in the United States.

I concur with your view that the testimor of such
defectors could be an outstanding news story, and their
appearance throughout the United States could be a useful way
to keep the issue of Afgl nistan before the public eye. You
mé e assured that any specific requests for political asylum
in the United States by such Soviet POWs or defectors will be

viewed sympathetically.



I regret to say that I am unable to reply to your specific
questions on assistance to the Afghan resistance. The question
of what any country might be doing to 1pport the mujahidin is
considered a sensitive intelligence matter upon which I cannot
comment.

However, the President has made clear this nation's strong
opposition to the Soviet invasion and occupation of
Afghanistan, and he has voiced our moral support and admiration
for the Afghan people in their courageous struggle against the
Sov 2ts. The United States, with the Government of Pakistan,
is working to achieve a negotiated political settlement for
Af hanistan that will end the agony of the Afghan people and
get the Soviet forces out. We} together with the vast majority
of the world community, believe that the essential elements of
any lasting and workable negotiated political settlement for
Afghanistan must be the four points outlined in the UNGA
resolutions on Afghanistan. These points are: the complete
withdrawal of all Soviet troops, an independent and non-al jned
status for Afghanistan, self-determination for the Afg*an
people, and the right of return for the refugees with safety
and honor.

Furthermore, the United States has contributed over $300
million since 1979 for the Afghan refugee program in Pakistan,

where the world's largest refugee population has been welcomed



and cared for by the Government of Pakistan. The question of
how we can further bring home to the ¢ viets the full cost of
their aggression is one which is under constant study.

I know this is not totally responsive to your 2p concerns
about Afghanistan and the cause of freedom, but I trust you
understand why. If your Washington Bureau Chief, Bill Schmick,
would like any further information on Afghanistan I would
suggest he be in touch with either the State Department's Press
Office or Afghanistan Desk.

Sincerely,

Larry Speakes
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For:  Anne Higgins

From: Les Janka

Please refer the attached to the
Dept. of State for a draft reply
for Larry Speakes' signature, and

return to me. z

Thank you. g, &

Sty iz~
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Dear Mr. President:

I have attached a copy of USIA's latest publication on
Afghanistan, which is part of our continuing public diplomacy
effort to focus international attention on the facts and
implications of the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.

*Afghanistan: The Struggle Continues" is a sequel to an
earlier pamphlet, "Afghanistan: The Struggle to Regain
Freedom," printed in the fall of 1981l.

A total of 25,000 copies has been printed and distributed
worldwide through our overseas posts in four languages:
English, French, Arabic and Spanish.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

Charles 2. Wick
Director

Attachment:
"Afghanistan: The
Struggle Continues"®

The President
The White House

















































































Afghanistan Ghronology

1978

April

Mohammad Daoud is overthrown and Nur
Mohammad Taraki is installed as President.
An estimated 350 Soviet advisers are in
the country.

December

Growing Afghan resistance to Soviet
presence prompts Moscow to increase
military advisers to about 1,000.

July

Soviets deploy first combat unit to
Afghanistan by moving an airbome battalion
of some 400 men to Bagram, 30 kilometers
outside Kabul.

August

Uprising in Kabul on August 5 prompts
additional increase in Soviet presence and
military aid.

September
In Moscow President Taraki and President
Brezhnev discuss the replacement of Prime
Minister Amin.

Amin gains effective control of
government after an exchange of gunfire at
the People’s Palace. Taraki’s resignation
and Amin’s appointment as President are
announced. Soviet airborme division goes
to heightened state of readiness.

October
Kabul announces Taraki’s death.

December

Massive Soviet aitlift occurs, with more
than 300 transports delivering troops,
equipment anJJ supplies to Kabul. Soviet
airborne troops lead attack on Darulaman
Palace and radio station. Amin is killed.
Afghan army units are disarmed by

Soviet advisers and troops. ‘‘Radio
Kabul”—actually the Soviet Union
broadcasting from Termez in the U.S.S.R.—
announces coup. Babrak Karmal becomes
President.

January

Soviets deploy about 40,000 combat
troops in Afghanistan and move into major
provincial capitals.

U.N. General Assembly, by 104-18
vote, passes resolution calling for “‘imme-
diate, unconditional and total withdrawal of
foreign troops’”’ from Afghanistan.

Islamic Foreign Ministers meeting in
Islamabad, Pakistan, pass resolution calling
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan a ‘‘flagrant
violation” of intemational law.

February
U.N. Human Rights Commission adopts
Pakistan’s resolution condemning Soviet
intervention in Afghanistan.

Number of Soviet troops inside
Afghanistan increases to 75,000.

March

U.S. expresses concern over reported
Soviet use of poison gas in Afghanistan and
raises the issue with the U.N. Human
Rights Commission.

Paris-based International Federation of
Human Rights says it has confirmed Soviet
use of poison gas in Afghanistan.

Seven members of Afghanistan’s
national soccer team ask for political asylum
after fleeing to Pakistan and then to
West Germany.

June

The captain of Afghanistan’s national
basketball team announces in Peshawar

that seven members of the team scheduled to
play in the Moscow Olympics have

defected to Pakistan.

July

Seven members of the 11-man Afghan
wrestling team leave Kabul to defect to
Pakistan one day before they are to fly to
Moscow for Olympic competition.

August

The number of Afghan refugees who
have registered in Pakistan passes the one
million mark.

Officials estimate that the Afghan
army, which numbered 80,000 one year
eatlier, now has less than 40,000 men, with
only about 10,000 to 15,000 actually
available for combat.

September
Two members of the Afghan embassy in
Ankara flee their posts for the United
States. Charge d'affaires Ahmed Akram and
First Secretary Abdul Manaf Qudes say
they decided to defect when Turkey
accepted the appointment of a new
ambassador by the Kabul government.
About 250 employees of Ariana,
Afghanistan’s government-controlled
airline, have defected to the West in recent
months, a spokesman for the group says in

Frankfurt. The defectors include three-
quarters of the airline’s pilots.

October

Afghanistan Chief Delegate to the U.N.
World Communications Conference in
Belgrade, Akhtar Mohammed Pakitawal,
denounces the Soviet invasion in an
emotional speech that moves the other
delegates to wild applause. West German
officials announce that Pakitawal will be
granted political asylum in that country.

November

The United Nations General Assembly
overwhelmingly approves the second
resolution calling for withdrawal of “‘foreign
troops” from Afghanistan by a vote of 111
to 22 with 12 abstentions.

February

Annual survey of human rights released by
U.S. State Department criticizes Soviet
policies in Afghanistan. Alleged violations
there include “use of ‘trick explosives’ and
indiscriminate bornbing and terrorizing of the
Afghan population.”

April

Two Afghan diplomats and two staff
members of the Afghan embassy in New
Delhi are reported to be in the United States
seeking political asylum.

Three Afghan crewmen of a Soviet-
built helicopter fly to Quetta, Pakistan, and
ask for asylum. An Afghan army lieutenant
drives his Soviet tank into Pakistan
seeking asylum.

May

A panel of citizens from 11 nations, meeting
in Stockholm to judge the *“‘Afghanistan
case,” finds the Soviet Union “guilty of
aggression...against the Afghan state.” The
hearing was conducted by a group of 14
judges from North and South America, Asia
and North Africa, under the auspices of
“the People’s Permanent Tribunal,” a
successor to Bertrand Russell groups

of the past.

dJuly

An entire Afghan army regiment deserts
en masse in a battle at Charikar, north
of Kabul.

The Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe and a House Foreign
Affairs Subcommittee hold a joint hearing
in the U.S. Congress on Soviet violations ¢f
the Helsinki Accords in Afghanistan. Malik

83-538(112)







LI




MEMORANDUM

l—

[0
o0}
o
~1

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

-~

December 16, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR RONALD K. PETERSON
FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT \4¢V

SUBJECT: N i a4 — -

We concur in the State draft report on S.Con.Res. 74, a bil
declaring the support of the United States for the people c
Afghanistan.

Attachment:
incoming correspondence

A//<T/7_1¢’_§V:?/ﬂ C C






EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

December 1, 1983

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Legislative Liaison Officer<

National Security Council

v

SUBJECT: State draft report on S.Con.Res. 74, a bill declaring
the support of the United States for the people of
Afghanistan

The Office of Management and Budget requests the views of your
agency on the above subject before advising on its relationship to
the program of the President, in accordance with OMB Circular A-19.

A response to this request for your views is needed no later than
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1983,

Questions should be referred to Tracey Lawler  (395-4710 )
the legislative analyst in this office or to Susan Gates

RONALD K. PETERSON FOR
Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Enclosures

%0 [



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

CONFIDENTIAL

L - Mr. Chairman:

The Department of State has reviewed Senate Concurrent
Resolution 74 (S. Con. Res 74) which says that "it should be
the policy of the United States to encourage and support the
people of Afghanistan in their struggle to be free from foreign
domination"™ submitted by Senator Tsongas on October 6.

Although the Department of State remains of the opinion that it
would be unwise for it to comment publicly on the text of the
resolution, in order to avoid providing the Soviet Union with
any support to their claim of outside interference in Afghan
affairs by the United States, in private we have indicated that
we have no objection to its contents. This Administration and
the American people have great sympathy and admiration for the
Afghans in their-heroic struggle against the Soviet invaders,
and it is our belief that this non-binding resolution will
encourage their resolve and demonstrate that they have not been
forgotten by the United States.

The Office of Management and Budget advises that from the
standpoint of the Administration's program, there is no
objection to the submission of this report.

With cordial regards,

Sincerely,

Alvin Paul Drischler
Acting Assistant Secretary
Lesgislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable
Charles H. Percy,
Chairman,
Committee on Foreign Relations

United States Senate.

CONFIDENTT*T,
DECL: OAux






"% 8. CON. RES. 74

To encourage and support the people of Afghanistan in their struggle to be free
from foreign domination.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

OcToBER 6 (legislative day, OcTOBER 3), 1983

Mr. TsoNGgas (for himself, Mr. ABDNOR, Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr.
BENTSEN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BoscEwITZ, Mr. BRADLEY, Mr. BUMPERS,
Mr. Byrp, Mr. CrrLEs, Mr. CocaRAN, Mr. CorEN, Mr. D’AMaTO, Mr.
DeConcini, Mr. Dixon, Mr. DoLg, Mr. DURENBERGER, Mr. EAGLETON,
Mr. ExoN, Mr. Forp, Mr. GaBN, Mr. GLENN, Mr. GRassLEY, Mr. HarrT,
Mr. HatcH, Mr. HENz, Mr. HUuDDLESTON, Mrs. KassEBaumM, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. Laxarr, Mr. Levin, Mr. Lucar, Mr. MaTTINGLY, Mr.
MeLcHER, Mr. MoYNTHAN, Mr. MURRKOWSKT, Mr. NICKLES, Mr. PELL, Mr.
PressLER, Mr. ProxMIiRE, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. QUaYLE, Mr, RANDOLPH, Mr.
RiecLE, Mr. RupmaN, Mr. SarBANES, Mr. SassER, Mr. SiMpsoN, Mr.
SPECTEE, Mr. STENNIS, Mr. WARNEE, Mr. WiLsoN, Mr. ZoRINSKY, Mr.
Horrmves, Mr. PERCY, and Mr. JEPSEN) submitted the following concurrent
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To encourage and support the people of Afghanis 1 in their
struggle to be free from foreign domination.

Whereas the freedom f~hters of Afghanistan have withstood the
might of the Soviet Army for over three and a half years
and gained the admiration of free men and women the world
over with their courageous sacrifice, bravery, and determi-

nation;



2
Whereas the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan is the first Soviet
seizure of independent territory since the 1940’s and repre-
sents a dangerous and unacceptable development in Soviet
foreign policy; -
W. reas the stru > for liberai 1 in Afghanistan can succeed
if those of us v 10 believe in freedc . come to its support;

Whereas the European Parlis ent, the Non-Aligned Movement,
the United Nations, the Conference of Islamic Nations, the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, and the United
States Congress have all condemned the Soviet invasion and
occupation of Afghanistan;

Whereas the Soviet airbases in southwest Afghanistan present
an unacceptable threat to the Hormuz oil passage lanes
which are so vital to the free world’s economies;

Whereas many individuals and private organizations all over the
world have already sent substantial aid to the Afghan free-
dom fighters; :

Whereas it would be indefensible to provide the freedom fighters
with only enough aid to fight and die but not enough to ad-
vance their cause of freedom: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives
concurring), That it should be the policy of the United
States—

(1) to encoure_. 1 ¢ of Af-
ghanistan in their struggle to be free from foreign
domination;

(2) to provide the people of Afghanistan, if they

W 3 & Ot B W N =

so request, with material assistance, as the United

|CNN 74 1
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3 .
States considers appropriate, to help them fight effec-
tively for their freedom;

(3) to pursue a negotiated settlement of the war in
Afghanistan, based on the total withdrawal of Soviet
troops and the recognition of the in  able right of
the Afghan people to choose their own destiny free
from outside interference or coercion, so that the four
million Afghan refugees can return to their country in
safety and in honor.

O

SCON 74 IS











