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NSC changes to Cable to Islamabad -- SUBJECT: Summary of
Presidential Meeting with Afghan alliance Delegation.

NEW FIRST PARAGRAPH:

Summary: President Reagan met on June 16 for forty minutes with
a delegation of the Afghan resistance alliance, who described the
course of the war, their military needs and their opposition to
UN negotiations from which they were excluded. The President:

-- described the meeting as the beginning of a regular dialogue
between the Alliance and the USG;

-- expressed skepticism toward the Geneva talks, and doubt that
the Soviets had made the decision to leave;

-- said we urged the UN to consult the Alliance on the talks and
pledged to provide USG briefings on them;

-- rejected separate agreements with Moscow, declaring that a US
"guarantee" would be offered only if it provided for a rapid
Soviet withdrawal (3-6 months):

-- said an agreement must also provide for self-determination and
will not work unless the resistance is consulted and the Afghan
people support it; and

-- told the Alliance leaders that more internal cooperation would
enable the Alliance to gain the international recognition that we
both seek for it. End of Summary.

NEW LAST PARAGRAPH:

Action for Embassy Islamabad. Please brief the Foreign Ministry
and President Zia's office on the content of the meeting,
especially the key points made by President Reagan (see paragraph
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ALLIANCE DELEGATION
1. &< ENTIRE TEXT.

2« IN A FORTY-NINUTE RMEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT ON JUNE
lb+ AFGHAN RESISTANCE ALLIANCE SPOKESTAN- BURNANUDDIIN

RABBANI+ APPEALED FOR OFFICIAL USE RECOGNITION OF THE
RESISTANCE AND MORE EFFECTIVE WEAPONS. PARTICULARLY FOR

AIR DEFENSE. RABBANI DESCRIBED SOVIET ATROCITIES IN SONE -

DETAIL AND THE RESULTS OF COMCERTED -~ IF VAIN - SOVIEY
ATTENPTS TO BREAK THE WILL OF THE APEHAN PEOPLE: ONE
NILLION NARTYRS. FIVE MILLION REFUCEES. AND A LAND OF
BLOOD AND ASHES. RABBANI LARENTED THAY DESPITE THMEIR
SUFFERING AND CONTINUED RESISTANCE THEY WERE DENIE)
REPRESENTATYNAN AT THE UN AND AT THE GEMEVA MEGOTIATIONS.
RABBANI SThoJSED THAT NO AGREERENTS SHOULD BL REACHE)D
THAT MERE AGAINST THE WILL OF TME AFGHAN PEOPLE. PARTY :
LEADER GAILANI ADDED THAT THE AFGHAN PEOPLE'S STRUGGLE.

WHICH ANTEDATED THE SOVIET INVASION. WAS FOR
SELF-DETERNINATION.

3. RABBANI EXPRESSED DEEP SCEPTICISN ABOUT SOVIET
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INTENTIONS+ NOTING THAT GORBACHEV HAS AN IRON FIST
BENEATH HIS VELVET GLOVE AN) PRORISES OF GOOD WILL. THE
ALLIANCE WAS THEREFORE ANXIOUS ABOUT US WILLINGNESS TO
GUARANTEE AN AGREENENT. LEADER NOMANEDI STRESSED THAT
THE SOVIETS WOULD SIGN AN AGREEMCNT AND THEN NOT ABIDE BY
IT. RABBANI CONCLUDED BY THANKING TME PRESIDENT FOR WIS
PERSONAL SUPPORT of THE AFGHAN STRUGGLE FOR .FRECDON.

3. PRESIDENT REAGAN SAID IT WAS AN HONOR TO SUPPORT THE
AFGHAN STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE. - REFERRING T0 THE
ALLIANCE LEADERSHIP AS THE TRUE REPRESENTATIVES oOF THE
AFGHAN PEOPLE+ THE PRESIDENT NOTED THE ALLIANCE SMOUL)D
COOPERATE MORE CLOSELY TO MOBILIZE THE ENTIRE -
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN AN EFFORT T0 CAIN THE
INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION THAT WE BOTH SEEK FOR IT.
RECOGNITION OF THE ALLIANCE BY ONLY ONE COUNTRY wOLLD wOT
BE VERY HELPFUL. IN THE MEANTINE . NATNTAINING A US
OFFICIAL PRESENCE IN KABUL: MAS USEPUL FOR OTHER REASONS.

M. THE PRESIDENT STATED THAT THE US MAD MO ILLUSIONS
ABOUT SOVIET COALS AND METHODS WHICH WAS WHY S REJECTE)

- SEPARATE DEALS WITH MOSCON. THE PREIIDENT STRESSED THAT

THE US WOULD NEITHER ACCEPT NOR CUARANTEE AW AGREEMENT
THAT DID NOT PROVIDE FOR A SHORT = 3 T0 b MONTH -
WITHDRAWAL TIMETABLE AND POR TNHE PESPLE OF—APCHANISTAN TO
CHOOSE THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT. THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT 4
VIABLE SETTLEMENT REQUIRED ALLIANCE CONSULTATIONS. AND THE
AFGHAN PEOPLE'S SUPPORT OF THE TERMS OF AN AGREENENT. MHE
SAID THE US WAD URGED THE UM To CONSULT THE ALLIANCE.

THE PRESIDENT SAID WE WOULD BRIEF TME DELEGATION ON THE
STATUS OF THE TALKS AND HOPED THIS REETING WAS THE
BEGINNING OF A CONTINUING DIALOGUE. THE PRESIDENT
ASSERTED THAT THE USSR MUST BE MADE TO REALIZE THAT
AGGRESSION DOES NOT PAY. THE BRAVE RESISTANCE of THE
RUJAHIDIN WAS AN EMBARRASSMENT TO THE SOVIETS. THE
PRESIDENT PLEDGED CONTINUED US SUPPORT OF AND ASSISTANCE
TO THE RESISTANCE UNTIL PINAL VICTORY. vyy
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June 20, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: Memcon of President's Meeting
with Afghani Leaders (C)

Attached is a copy of a memcon of the President's meeting with
Afghani Leaders on June 16. If you wish, you may cable a summary
of the memcon. We would appreciatg your clearing with us a

crosshatch of the draft cable.

Rodney B. McDaniel
Executive Secretary

Attachment:
As stated

pveciassiry un: OADR




LY
CONEIBENTIA ot

4696
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON 'BEELASSIFIED )

J g
CONPEDENEIAL Avthory pst/state %I’J/"/ >
ﬂr/ f?éwlq

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION W._—-WDATE\sL—
SUBJECT: Meeting with Prof. Burhanuddin Rabbani and

other leaders of the Afghan resistance
Alliance (U)

PARTICIPANTS: The President

Secretary of State George P. Shultz

Donald Regan, Chief of Staff

John M. Poindexter, Assistant to the
President for National Security Affairs

Michael Armacost, Undersecretary of State for
Political Affairs

Stephen R. Sestanovich, NSC staff

Prof. Burhanuddin Rabbani, Spokesman, Afghan
resistance Alliance, and leader,
Jamiat-i-Islami

Sebgatullah Mojadedi, leader, Afghan National
Liberation Front

Muhammad Nabi Mohammadi, leader, Islamic
Revolutionary Movement

Ahmad Gailani, leader, National Islamic Front
for Afghanistan

Mohammed Es'haq, Jamiat-i-Islami

DATE, TIME June 16, 1986
AND PLACE: 11:30 a.m. - 12:10 p.m., Oval Office

The Afghan delegation entered, was introduced to the President
and sat through two waves of press coverage. (The Secretary had
joked beforehand that when the cameramen entered the delegation
would find it like an invasion; the President added, "But without
AK-47's.") (U)

Opening the discussion, the President expressed satisfaction that
the delegation had been able to break away from its duties to
make the trip to Washington. He noted that it was an honor to
support their struggle for independence, since the leaders of the
resistance were the true renresentatrivea of the Afahan nannle.

) it hog tl bt ti v 1 I

of a regqgular dialogue between the U.S. government and the
Alliance. He was confident that our goals were identical: both
of us seek the freedom of Afghanistan. For the United States it
was important that the Soviet Union not believe that aggression
pays; this was why we reject separate deals with Moscow. Turning
to the U.N.-sponsored peace talks, he declared that no peace
agreement that is reached will work unless the alliance has been
consulted and unless the the Afghan people support the terms of
the agreement. For this reason, the U.S. government urges the
U.N. to consult the Alliance on the talks; he pledged that we

CONPIDENPFAL
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would brief the delegation on the talks that have been held to
date. The President said that he himself was skeptical of these
talks, because he did not believe that the Soviets had made the
decision to get out. Concluding, he observed that greater
cooperation among the members of the Alliance would bring the
international recognition that we both seek for it. At this
pointzg?e expressed interest in hearing what the guests had to
say.

Professor Rabbani began by expressing thanks, on behalf of the
people of Afghanistan, for the President's sincere interest and
for the help he had provided. He was sure that the President was
familiar with the record of Soviet atrocities in Afghanistan,
even though their occupation was hidden by "a curtain of
silence." The Soviets had turned the country into a land of
blood and ashes. But he was convinced that the Soviet army would
never be able to break the Afghan people's will. The Soviets
have the power to burn and kill, but they cannot make us slaves.
Already one million have been killed, 5 million turned into
refuges abroad, and 2 million into refugees within Afghanistan.
Yet with all these sad stories, it was especially sorrowful that
the mujahidin were not recognized as the representatives of the
Afghan people. "The butchers" have their seat at the U.N. and
embassies everywhere; meanwhile the people of Afghanistan were
denied the privilege of representation. This could be seen at
Geneva: the Alliance was only somewhat aware of what was going on
in the talks there; it didn't know what went on behind closed
doors. It did know that the Soviets didn't want peace; they were
warmongers., Gorbachev has made the world believe he wants peace
but he has an iron fist beneath his velvet glove and his promises
of good will. (&4

Continuing, Rabbani noted that the Alliance had to be anxious
about the American offer to guarantee an agreement, because the
Soviets are not honest. In the meantime the Afghan people are
fighting on their own, becoming martyrs and living in poverty.
Children were being kidnapped by the Soviets and taken away for
education. Biological warfare was being waged. Villages were
set afire, and bombs in the form of toys left to kill the
surviving children. He had recently seen a two-month old baby
with her face completely burned; she had been sent to the United
Kingdom for skin-grafts. To protect themselves the mujahidin
need more weapons, especially for air defense. To this, some
said that if the freedom fighters had more effective weapons, the
Soviets would get mad. But what else could the Soviets do to
them? Only nucl r we d01 had not t 1 U i. Afghanistan had
become a testing ground for Soviet weaponry. On the diplomatic
side, he asked that the State Department be given instructions to
take steps to prepare to recognize the mujahidin officially. No
agreements should be reached that are against the wishes of the
Afghan people. The people of Afghanistan are the only ones
entitled to speak of its future. It was important to avoid a
second Yalta. Summarizing, he said that the mujahidin need
effective weapons and effective aid of all kinds. They knew of

COMFESTRTTAL L‘@NHBW
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the President's previous statements on Afghanistan and were very
grateful. The people of Afghanistan would never forget this
stand. (C)

The President recalled seeing victims of Soviet atrocities in a
hospital in Boston, among them some children horribly disfigured
by fire-bombing. One child had only a single arm; another, only
one leg. He also told of an Afghan student who recounted her
arrest for leafletting; to get her to talk, the police brought in
another prisoner and gouged his eyes out in front of her. So,
knowing of such things, we could have no illusions about the
Soviets, their goals, or their methods. As for the issue of
recognition, he noted that it would not be very helpful if only
one country recognized the resistance; it was necessary to work
to mobilize the whole international community. In the meantime,
maintaining a presence in Kabul was useful to us for other
reasons. This did not mean we would accept -- or guarantee --
whatever agreement may be produced in Geneva regardless of its
terms. For us, the withdrawal timetable should be no more than
3-6 months. Until the Soviets began to propose such an
agreement, we could have no faith in their statements. It seemed
to us that the brave resistance shown by the mujahidin since the
invasion was a humiliating embarrassment to the Soviets; they
must be thinking of how to find a face~-saving way out. (27

Secretary Shultz suggested that the President might want to hear
from the other members of the delegation. (U)

Dr. Mojadedi began by offering thanks to the American people for
their help; the Afghan people appreciate. What worried them were
the Geneva talks. The real sides to the war are the defenders of
Afghanistan -- i.e., the mujahidin -- and the aggressors against
Afghanistan -- i.e., the Soviets. He reminded the President that
the resistance antedated the invasion; it was resistance against
a Communist regime installed in 1978. The Afghan people would
continue this struggle, which was for self-determination, (

The President recalled that he had been in Teheran at the time
that the Soviets installed this Communist regime; shortly
therafter the American Ambassador had been killed. (U)

Mr. Nabi also expressed thanks for American support. He said
that Afghans felt that Americans considered the war to be one of
their own problems. It was in fact not a local issue, but a

cnmmnan alnbh3]l problem: not a ) ‘ust for the people ¢
2 but a :ir for _ rywhe :, The Afgh: people
“ ing against a problem that could become worldwide.

They expected support from others, especially Americans, who
could help them cut off the hand of the aggressor. The mujahidin
wanted to be recognized internationally; they also needed to gain
strength on the battlefield, especially by acquiring better air
defenses. As for Geneva, he echoed Rabbani's statement that the
Soviets were not honest. They would sign an agreement and then
not abide by it. They wanted to take full control of Afghanistan

COMPIDENET™" LONFIDERTIA
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under the pretext of peace. They would accept a political
solution only if the mujahidin had enough power to resist on the
battlefield. The swords of the mujahidin had to become stronger.
The two sides talking at the table should be the Soviets and the
resistance. If, on the other hand, the puppet regime were
permitted to remain in power, it would only offer the Soviets
future excuses for returning.

The President stated emphatically that any agreement must provide
not ocu.y for the withdrawal of Soviet forces but for the people
of Afghanistan to determine the form of government they want. £)

Abhmad Gailani spoke briefly. After expressing thanks for U.S.
a.ru, he said he hoped that the United States would be behind the
resistance until victory. (&4

The President broke in to say, yes. (U)

Gailani continued by expressing hope that America would also
support Afghanistan in helping to rebuild after the war. (&)

The President repeated, yes. He recalled a remark by Stalin,
that the death of three-quarters of mankind could be justified if
the remainder were Communist. It was up to the rest of us to
change the Soviets' minds. (¥

With this, the group rose and the meeting ended at 12:10.

— CONFIDENTIAL
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THE WHITE HOUSE /ﬂéjjﬂ%
WASHINGTON /0?07

p June 16, 1986 _é Z_
4
' V4
Dear nggter’ﬁsgzg;ltz: .c_(czonez:f”’

Your letter of May 8, which dealt with the Afghan proximity
talks, identified what is probably the kev issue to be resolved
as part of a negotiated end to this war: how to assure that a
Soviet withdrawal actually takes place and the rights of the
Afghan people are protected. Neither we nor the peoples of
tot-- -=3 mevf-t-— ---uld be well served by a phony peace.

Although the United States is not a party to these talks, we have
a keen interest in them and keep closely informed as to their
progress., Where we have doubts and questions, let me assure you
that we do raise these with the Government of Pakistan.

As you know, the latest Geneva round concluded on Friday, May 23;
the parties are to reconvene at the end of July. In light of
your interest, I would be happy to have someone from my staff
brief you on the state of the talks. Please let me know if this
would be helpful to you.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

John M. Poindexter

The Honorable Rudy Boschwitz
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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