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WASHINGTON
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April 25, 1988

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: COLIN L. POWELL sz

SUBJECT: Letters from Pakistan's President Zia
and

The Pakistani President and Prime Minister have written to
you (TABS A-B) thanking you for United States support against
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. President Zia credits

our discussions on Afghanistan with General Secretary Gorbachev
as ulti ately leading to the Soviet decision to withdraw,
creating thereby the "...20th Century's miracle of rolling back
of the Soviet empire...".

The Zia/Junejo letters note the signing of the Geneva agreement
on April 14, 1988. The Pakistani leaders add that world
attention must now focus on the return of Afghan refugees and the
reconstruction of their country after eight years of war.

No reply is needed at this time.

Attachments:

TAB A Letter to The President from

His Excellency Mohammed Khan Junejo

Prime Minister of the Islamic Reptr lic of Pakistan
TAB B Letter to The President from :

His Excellency General M. Zia-ul-Haq

Pres: 2nt of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

cc Vice Preside t
Chief of Staff (2)

SLCONFIDENT I AE™
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR

LONFIDENTAL -




CONFIDENTIAL 2931

2032
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506
April 19, 1988
Natl Sec Advisor
. hag seen

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL

FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEY*®
SUBJECT: Letters to The President from
President Zia and ™*—- “f-f-t- Toooode
e

Pakistani leaders have written to the President thanking the
United States for steadfast support against the Soviet occupation
of Afghanistan.

Attached at TAB I is a memorandum from you to the President
forwarding the Zia and Junejo letters.

ky and Ross concur.

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward the Zia and Junejo messages to the President.

Approv V/{;//\ Dis: »>rove

Attachments:

TAB I Your Memorandum to The President
TAB A  Pr: Minister Junejo's Letter
to The President (Aci 2931)

TAB B President M. Zia-ul-Haqg's Letter
to The President (Action 2932)

O ORI NPT,
voLuasSIFY ON: OADR







Please accept, Mr President, the assurances of

my highest consideration.

(Jambllccu Ivefie LIWL N L )

His Excellency

Mr Ronald W. Reagan,

President of the United States of America,
The White House,

Washington,D.C. 20500







DOC ACTION OFFICER

001 TAHIR-KHELI
002 POWELL

002

003 PRESIDENT
003
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VVVVVVVV LLAT, RECORD ID: 8802931
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT

CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED

Z 88041816 ANY ACTION NECESSARY

Z 88042109 FWD TO PRES FOR INFORMATION
ji{ 88042214 SEE 8802932 FOR FINIAL ACTION

Z 88042510 FOR INFORMATION

X 88042515 NOTED BY PRES
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CONFIDENTTAL RECORD 1II

NSC/S PROFILE RECEIVED
A\
A,
TO: PRESIDENT
FROM: POWELL DOC DATE: 25 APR 88
SOURCE REF:

KEYWORDS: PAKISTAN ‘AN

USSR
PERSONS: ZIA, MOHAMMAD JUNEJO, MOHAMMAD K

SUBJECT: LTR TO PRES FM PM JUNEJO THANKING FOR SU ?20RT OF AFGHANIS™ 11( i

ACTION: NOTED BY PRES DUE DATE: 24 APR 88 STATUS: C
ST. HELI LOGREF: 8802932
FI NSCIF: CODES:

+ CUMENT DISTRIBUTION

FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO
OAKLEY
COMMENTS :
DI SPATCH'_ED BY . L DATE . LI/ZATTOAT . vroco AN
OPENED BY: NSCTF CLOSED BY: NSCTF

CONFTDENTRAL
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NSC/S PROFILE RECEIVED: 15 APK ©5 lb
TO: POWELL
. 10
FROM: OAKLEY A 116‘ DOC DATE: 19 APR 88
SOURCE REF:
KEYWORDS: PAKISTAN y STAN
USSR
PERSONS:

SUBJECT: LTR TO PRES FM PM JUNEJO THANKING FOR SUPPORT OF AFGHANISTAN CAUSE

au1IUn: SEE 8802932 FOR FINIAL ACTION DUE DATE: 21 APR 88 STATUS: C
TAHIR-KHELI LOGREF: 8802932
NSCIF: CODES:

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTTION

FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO

POWELL

COMMENTS :

DISPATCHED BY DATE W/ATTCH: YES NO
OPENED BY: NSCTF CLOSED BY: NSCLG DOC 2 OF 2
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Dec a1 r 8, 1987
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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL POWELL

FROM: DANA ROHRABACHE

SUBJECT: AFGHANISTAN

I recently had the opportunity to meet Mr. Saljoo a top
advisor to Pier Gallini and General Wardock. Sal ue it
graduate of the London School of Economics and a former Af 1
diplomat (pre-invasion). Saljooque made one point that de res

consideration: The Afghan resistance can now unify to a large
degree under the old King. Also, the Soviets may be willing to
talk about a neutralized Afgh | an under the King as a way out.
The King could be trusted to >tect those who sided with the
Soviets. On the other hand most Afghan fighters would accept
him as a legitimate ruler, perhaps as head of a constitutional

monarchy.

There is some opposition to the King among those who believe
in an Islamic republic, but the government could be structured to
bring them in line. Just a thought.
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FOR: Mr.

Executive Secretary
National Security Council

The

REFERENCE:

To:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TRANSMITTAL FL.X

8/8 8814935

Date May 18, 1988

Paul Schott Stevens

White House

President Reagan

From:

Mr. Eric Licht

Date:

May 3, 1988

Subject : Opposes the Afghan Accords and Asks the President to

Publicly Repeat His Commitment to € 2k an Afghani
hat Is Free and Not within the Soviet. .O: o

WH Referral Dated:May 10, 1988
NSC ID¥ (if any): 569244

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

S

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason

cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the

REMARKS ¢

proposed travel.

Other (see ri tks).
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( »alitions for America

Rt 'Colrman 721 Second Street
Eﬂ'cl ' Capitol Hill
Presi L Washington, D.C. 20002
M.k erly Roberts - (202) 546-3003
e
Libra  ourt
Social Issues
Stant

Defe & Foreign Policy

Kin . . )
g;:ﬁc,m: pEconomnc Policy 881 49 3 5
Judic % Legal Policy

Cam¢  jroup

Cath  Coalition

The ' ega Alliance
Your  ctivist Coalition

Resis  :e Support Alliance
Freec’ 1 Fighter Policy
Jewis  onservative Alliance

! y3, 1988

P-asident Ronald Reagan
. e White House

1 shington, D.C. 20500
1 ar Mr. President:

. .ur decision to agree to the Afghan accords was a mistake.

V ile we recognize it is too late to reverse your decision, we ask that you publicly repeat
y Ir commitment to seek an Afghanistan that is free and not within the Soviet orbit and
1 1t you become personally involved in assuring that, should the Soviets begin aiding its
[ pet Kabul regime, the United States continues aiding the Afghan resistance with
¢ ngers, long range mortars and mine-clearing equipment.
V' would appreciate your continued commitment to the freedom fighters.
¢ cerely,
) \
(
A
I ¢ Licht

1 sident



UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID:
NSC/S PROFILE RECEIVED: . = __

TO: PRESIDENT

FROM: LICHT, ERIC DOC DATE: 03 MAY 88
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KEYWORDS: AFGHANISTAN MP
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military unit? I asked myself. All of this influenced me in
my decision to defect."

The extreme discrepancy in military pay is also a
source of resentment. A private gets only nine rubles a
month, whereas a lieutenant receives 250 or 300 rubles, as
well as about 600 more rubles that are deposited in his bank
account at home. "Majors' salaries are even higher and they
also plunder and steal a lot over here," Igor told me. All
Soviet servicemen, whether they are privates or officers, get
paid in special ruble checks.

After spending numerous hours talking to Vladislav,
Sergei and Vadim in Russian and in private, I became
convinced that their support of the Afghan resistance is
genuine. They even spoke of returning to Afghanistan if
they should one day become American citizens, and of
helping the mujahedeen even more. In this respect these
three POWs are also different from most other Soviet army
deserters with whom I have spoken. The others dream
primarily of making their way to the West and starting a new
life. A few want to return home, even if it means being shot
or going to prison.

Whereas other Soviet army defectors could explain
their acts of desertion with only vague ideological reasoning
or none at all, because for them it was a split-second gut
reaction, these three are sharply anti-Soviet in their
convictions, and they have worked out in their minds a set of
political concepts. A major element in their thinking is that
there is a direct parallel between Nazism and Soviet
communism, especially when it comes to the Kremlin's
current policies in Afghanistan. The three men make constant
comparisons between the tactics of Hitler's SS troops in
World War II and the actions of the Soviet Army in
Afghanistan.

Another important point they make is that "the

24

problem of Afghanistan is not only the Afghans' problem
but that of the whole world." "Never forget that in
Afghanistan real genocide is taking place,” Vadim said, "and
it has turned out that we too have become victims of this
war."

The three deserters try to put their beliefs into practice
by involving themselves in such activities as writing leaflets
for distribution among Soviet forces in Afghanistan and
making a three-hour television film. In view of the fact that
few Western television journalists dare go inside
Afghanistan, they hope to fill the gap with their own
documentary.

But the soldiers know that regardless of what they
may do while they are in Afghanistan, their possibilities will
always be limited, and for this reason, Vladislav, Sergei and
Vadim, like Igor and Nikolay, also wrote letters to President
Reagan asking for political asylum in the United States,
which I brought out with me and forwarded to the White
House.

"In the USSR I am relatively free to move about, but I
did not have the opportunity to think, write or to live freely,"
Vladislav writes in his letter to President Reagan. "With the
Afghan partisans I have gained relative freedom of thought,
but I have lost the relative freedom of movement,” he
continues. What Vladislav, Se ei and Vadim now want is
"total freedom."

Members of the Hezb-e-Islami party have grown fond
of their three Soviet friends, and I suspect they are releasing
them with a heavy heart. But they also realize that the three
young men cannot have a normal life in Afghanistan, and
they also know that they can no longer return to the USSR.

The Afghan resistance groups that are willing to
release their Soviet prisoners to the West emphasize that the
Soviet POWs should be treated as human beings and not

25



simply as publicity ploys in the East-West conflict. And
after three Soviet army deserters who were given asylum in
the West returned to the USSR, mujahedeen leaders are also
demanding that the defectors be provided with greater
support to help them adjust to their new and difficult lives in
the West.

"These boys are human, they need life, and they must
have their own way of life," said Abdul Haq, a leading
commander of the Hezb-e-Islami party who has been closely
working with Naumov, Busov and Plotnikov. "But we
don't want people in the West to drop them, so that the
Soviets can contact them and take them back to the Soviet
Union," he added. Abdul Haq was also quite offended
when a representative of a militant Russian anti-Communist
emigre group offered one thousand dollars per POW for
their release. "They are not cows or cars; why should we
sell them?" he asked.

Getting inside Afghanistan, whether it's to report on
the war, to give aid to the wounded or to interview Soviet
prisoners, is not a simple matter. Neither the Soviet
government nor the puppet regime in Kabul allows for
foreign journalists to have free acess to the country. In 1984
Vitaly S. Smimov, the Soviet Ambassador to Pakistan,
issued a blunt warning to Western reporters, stating that
Afghan guerrillas and "the so-called journalists accom-
panying them will be killed" upon entering Afghanistan.
Finding itself under the shadow of a belligerent superpower
that has already overrun its neighbor, Pakistan is
understandably uneasy about journalists slipping across its
borders into Afghanistan, even if it is to provide objective
coverage on what is happening in the Soviets' unhappy
domain.

I agreed to take three Canadian journalists inside
Afghanistan to interview the Soviet POWs. Reaching Igor

26

and Nikolay involved a two-day journey inside the war-torn
country. Inorder to clear nine Pakistani checkpoints leading
to the Afghan border, we had to dress in Afghan clothing, in
an effort to blend in with the mass of exotic looking
humanity that quietly flows across the Afghan-Pakistani
border. The men wore the traditional billowing pantaloons
and long tunics, and I donned a chaderi or burka, a tent-like
garment which streams down from the head. It is sleeveless
and has only a small screen of grilled cloth in front of the
eyes, through which I could barely see. Before putting on
the pale blue costume I watched Afghan and Pakistani
women in Peshawar as they gracefully glided across streets
and busy markets, like the make-believe ghosts that we are
used to seeing on Halloween. But as soon as I put on my
chaderi I nearly fell into the first ditch that I had to cross.
With only a bit of frontal vision to go by, I was--and am--
perplexed as to how Muslim women are able to navigate.

Because Wakil arranged for us to travel in a special
vehicle that often crosses the border, we passed all nine
checkpoints without challenge. Some minutes later, Wakil
stopped the car and exclaimed: "Welcome to Afghanistan,"
after which I promptly took off my chaderi.

At a certain point in our journey, we changed our
vehicle and pushed on in jeeps. Suddenly, the road came to
an end. It was time for our party of sixteen people, four
Western journalists and twelve mujahedeen guards, to
abandon the jeeps and to start walking. Just as we were
getting out of the cars with our water bottles and cameras we
heard a thunderous roar and felt the earth shaking beneath
our feet. "What's that?" I asked Wakil. "Can't you see that
Soviet jet bombing that hill over there?" he calmly asked.

"Quickly, let's run under that tree,” he continued, this
time in a loud, strong voice. We scrambled to a gnarled
khawan tree and cowered under it for several minutes. A
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