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United States Department of State 

The Counselor 

May 16, 1984 

To: Michael Deaver 

From: Ed DerwinskiW,-

Attached are the two cables in 
connection with my meeting with 
Soviet Minister-Counselor Isakov 
on April 27. 
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SUBJ~~!.:-, DERWINSK1/ISAKOV MEETING ON OLYMPICS 
1. ~ - ENTIRE TEXT) 
2. SUMM!~Y: COUNSELOR DERWINSKI CALLED IN SOVIET 
MINISTER COUNSELOR TO PRESENT A NON-PAPER REJECTING 
SOVIET PUBLIC CHARGES OF US VIOLATIONS OF THE OLYMPIC 
CHARTER AND TO REITERATE US POSITIONS ON SEVERAL 
OLYMPIC ISSUES. THESE ISSUES INCLUDED VISA 
REQUIREMFNTS, SECURITY FOR SOVIET PARTICIPANTS, THE 
GettfIDENTIAL 
~ 
PAGE 02 STATE 128576 
GRUZIYA PORT CALL I~ LONG BEACH, THE AEROFLOT CHARTERS, 
AND THE BAN THE SOVIETS COALITION. END SUMMARY 
~. COUNSELOR EDWARD DERWINSKI MET WITH SOVIET EMBASSY 
MINISTER COUNSELOR ISAKOV APRIL 2? TO ENSURE THAT THERE 
t ERE NO MJ SUNDERSTANDINGS ABOUT USG POSITIONS ON SOVIET 
PARTICIPATION IN TEE 1984 OLYMPICS AND USG RESPONSES TO 
SOVIET REOUESTS TO LAOOC FOR ITE~S WITHIN USG 
JURIStICTION. DERWINSKI TURNED OVER A NON-PAPER (TEXT 
IN PARA 7) WHICH REJECTEt SOVIET CHARGES OF USG 
VIOLATIONS or THE OLYMPIC CHARTER, REPEATED ASSURANCES 
THAT ALL ATHLETES WOULD ]E WELCOMED, REITERATED USG 
APPROVAL FOR THE CRUISE SHIP GP.UZIYA, AEROFLOT CHARTERS 
ANt AN OLYMPICS ATTACEE, OFFERED GUARANTEES ON ACCESS 
TO OLYMPIC SITES, NOTED SOVIET RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
PUBLICIZING THE BAN THE SOVIETS COALITION, AND STATEt 

~ONFI~ENTIAl / PAGE 1 
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4. IN ORAL REMARKS, DERWINSKI EMPHASIZED US 
WILLINGNESS TO GREET ATELETES FR0'-1 ALL NATIONS. HE 
10LD ISAKOV TEAT HE HAD SEEN GOOD REPORTS or THE IOC 
MEETING ON APRIL 24 IN LAUSA~NE AND ROPED THAT THERE 
COULD BE A LOWERED LEVEL OF RHETORIC FROM NOW ON. HE 
ALSO TOUCHED ON THE SECURITY ISSUE, CHARACTERIZING THE 
THREAT TO THE SOVIETS AS LOW. HE UNDERLINED USG 
NON-SUPPORT FOR THE BAN TEF SOVIETS COALITION, AND 
OFFERED HIS PERSONAL OPINION THAT 1$ THE GAMES 
APPROACHED, US PUBLIC AN~ MEDIA ATTENTION WOULD BE 
FOCUSED ON ATHLET-IC COMPFTITION AND INTEREST IN SUCH 
EXTRANEOUS ACTIVITIES WOULD ~ANE. 
5. ISAIOV REJECTED US CHARACTERIZATION OF SOVIET 

-CON Fl DE~IT I .A.l. 
-et>NJl DENT I Ar 
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CHARGES, STATED THAT SECURITY WAS A MAJOR CONCERN AND 

· PROTESTED LOCAL GOVERN~ENT SUPPORT FOR BANNING SOVIET 
PARTICIPATION. HE SAID TBAT TEE SOVIET CHARGES WERE 
JUSTIFIED. AND THE FACT TEAT HE YAS MEETING WITH MR. 
DERWINSKI DEMONSTRATED THAT THERE WERE INDEED PROBLEMS 
THAT NEEDED TO BE DISCUSSED. ISU:OV ALSO EXPRESSED 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT SEARCHES OF THE GRUZIYA AFTER 
INITIAL CUSTOMS/COAST GUARD EXAMINATION. DERWINS[! 
RESPONDED THAT SEARCHES WOULD BE ENTIRELY WITHIN -THE 
FRAMEWOR! Of NORMAL, LEGAL PROCEDURES AND IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE SECURITY RESPONSIPILITY ASSUMED BY THE USG. 
DERWINSII ALSO SAID THAT TEE PRESENCE OF A SOVIET 
REPRESENTATIVE IN LOS ANGELES TO WORK WITH THE COAST 
GUARD ON SECURITY AND OTHER ARRANGE~ENTS WOULD BE 
EELPFUL TO !OTH SIDES. ISAKOV RAISED THE ISSUE OF 
ACCESS TO CLOSED AREAS AND NEED TO USE OFM TRAVEL 
SERVICES. HE WAS INFORMID THAT CONCRETE STEPS ~OULD ~E 
TAKEN IN THE NEXT FE, DAYS WITH REGARD TO CLOSED AREAS 
THAT WOULD MEET ALL THE EIPRESSEt- SOVIET CONCERNS, AND 
WAS ASSURED THAT OF~ WOULD DO ITS BEST TO PROVIDE 
TRAVEL SERVICES AS QUIC!LY AS POSSIBLE IN EMERGENCY 
SITUATIONS. 
6. ISAKOV CONCLUDED VITE A DEMARCHE ON AN AFGHAN 
DEMONSTRATION AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY, EXPRESSING 
PARTICUt~R PIQUE THAT! LONF tEMONSTRATOR HAD ATTEMPTFt 
TO THRUST A PAMPHLET ON HIM, AND OPINING THAT THE MAN 
COULD HAVF A KNIFE OR OTHER WEAPON READY TO ATTACK 
SOVIET WOMEN ANt CHILDREN AS THEY ENTERED THE EMBASSY. 
(FYI: A CHECK WITH SY AFTER THE MEETING REVEALED THAT 
THE UNIFORMED DIVISION OF TEE SECRET SERVICE HAD 
ALREADY BEEN REQUEST5D TO MOVt THE ~AN WITH THE 
LEAFLETS AWAY FROM THE EMBASSY, !~D THAT SECURITY WAS 
IN PLACE TO DEAL WITE THE SCHEDULED AFGHAN 
tEMONSTRATION LATER IN THE DAY. END FYI) 

-GONFiflE~TI!ir / PAGE 2 
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7. TEXT OF NON-PAPER FOLLOWS: 
BEGIN TilT 
- WE HAVE NOTED WITH CONCERN IN THE LAST FEW WEEKS A 
NUM]ER OF IRRESPONSIBLE CHARGES IN THE SOVIET PRESS AND 
FROM SOVIET OLYMPIC OFFICIALS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE AND THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION HAVE SOMEHOW 
-VI~LATED" THE OLYMPIC CHARTER. 
-- WE EELIEVE THAT SOVIET CHARGES THAT THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT IS VIOLATING THE OLYMPIC CHARTER OR 
ATTEMPTING TO GAIN POLITICAL CAPITAL OUT OF THE OLYMPIC 
GAMES DO A GREAT DISSERVICE TO THE OLYMPIC GAMES. 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANT DAMAGE DONE BY THESE CHARGES 
RESTS SOLELY ON TEE · SOVIET SIDE. 
- I DO NOT INTEND TO DISCUSS TBOSE CHARGES - SUCH AS 
EXORBITANT COSTS, NUMBER OF VILLAGES, ETC - THAT LIE 
OUTSIDE THE JURISDICTION OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 
-- WE ARE PLEASED THAT IN RECENT DAYS THE SOVIET MEDIA 
AND OFFICIAL SOVIET SPOKESMEN SUCH AS MARAT GRAMOV HAVE 
LOWERED THE LEVEL OF RHETORIC. WE ARE ALSO PLEASED 
•ITH REPORTS THAT THE MEETING IN LAUSANNE WITH THE IOC, 
THE SOVIET SPORTS COMMITTEE AND THE LAOOC EARLIER THIS 

, ¥EEK, APPARENTLY ACHIEVED SOME PROGRESS IN ACHIEVING 
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING. 
- HOWEVER, WE CANNOT LET SPURIOUS CHARGES INVOLVING 
THIS GOVERNMENT GO UNANSWERED. SINCE YOUR OLYMPIC 
~OMMITTEE HAS DECLINED TO MEET WITH OUR EMBASSY, I ASK 
CGit!'IDENtlA't:" 

S,QNfT DFN!I' I .'.:b-
P AGE 05 STATE 128576 
THAT YOU PASS THE FOLLOWING POINTS TO YOUR GOVERNMENT 
AND THENCE TO YOUR OLYMPIC COMMITTEE. 
-- PRESIDENT ~EAGAN ASSURED PRESIDENT SAMARANCH OF THE 
roe IN JULY 1981 THAT 

0

TEE U ' ITED STATES WILL WELCOME 
ATHLETES FROM ALL NATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 1984 
OLYMPIC GAMES IN LOS ANGELES." THE PRESIDENT HAS ALSO 
_OLD SAMARANCH (IN MAY 1982) TEAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
•'ELCOME THE GAMES AND THAT THE "CHARTER WILL BE 
ENFORCED." WE HAVE ALSO ASSURED SAMARANCH THAT THE 
n.s. FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED TO PROVIDE WHATEVER 

, !SSISTANCE IS REQUIRED BY STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
~O ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THE 1984 GAMES. 
-- UNDER U.S. LAW AND PRACTICt THE LAOOC IS CONSTITUTEt 
~SA TOTALLY SEPARATE ORGANIZATION. WHILE THIS IS 

1 
?ERHAPS THE FIRST TIME IN OLYMPIC HISTORY TEAT THE 
~RGANIZING COMMITTEE HAS NO FORMAL CONNECTION WITH THE 
\-~ATIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ROST COUNTRY, THE 
ARRANGEMENT HAS TEE FULL APPROVAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE, AND THE LAOOC IS MEETING ALL ITS 

COWiIB~N!IA~ / PAGE 3 
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RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER ITS AGREEMENT WITH THE IOC. 
-- YOUR COMMITTEE AND MEDIA HAVE CONDEMNED THE 
:C·EP ARTMENT OF STATE FOR ALLEGED "INTERFERENCE" WITE THE 
LAOOC. HOWEVER, SINCE THE LAOOC IS NOT A GOVERNMENT 
]OtY, IT BAS NEITHER THE AUTHORITY NOR THE COMPETENCE 
TO COMMIT THE FEDERAL GOV:FRNM~NT. TRUS, IT HAS 
LEGITIMATELY TURNED TO US TO PROVIDE TEE NECESSARY 
COMMITMENTS THAT LIE WITHIN OUR JURISDICTION. YOUR 
OLYMPIC REPRESENTATIVES i'ERE TOLD THAT CERTAIN ISSUES 
TN THE DECEM]ER PROTOCOL WOULt REQUIRE CONSIDERATION EY 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 
-- 'iE HAVE PLEDGEn FULL COOPERATION ~!TR THE LAOOC AND 
-eoKFIDENTIAL · 
-GONFID'RN':PIA"f 
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SUPPORT OF ITS ACTIVITIES, WITH TRE AIM OF MAKING A 
COMPLETE SUCCESS OF THE GAMES FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS. ON 
MARCH 16 WE PROVIDED TO TEE LAOOC OUR RESPONSE TO THOSE 
SOVIET REQUESTS FOR ITE~S THAT LIE WITHIN THE FEDERAL 
JURISDICTION. THAT RESPONSE WAS CONSTRUCTIVE, FULLY IN 
KEEPING WITH THE SPIRIT AND LRTTER Of THE OLYMPIC 
CHARTER, AND HELPFUL TO THE SOVIET OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
AND TO YOLL AND UNHINDERED SOVIET PARTICIPATION 1N THE 
GAMES. 
-~ I WISH TO REITERATE, DIRECTLY AND OFFICIALLY, THAT 
'IHE U.S. GOVERNMENT WISHES TO FACILITATE PARTICIPATION 
OF ALL OLYMPIC PARTICIPANTS, INCLUDING THOSE FROM THE 
USSR, ON A FAIR AND EQUITABLE BASIS. TO THIS END WE 
RAVE, AS YOU KNOW: 
•• A) APPROVED THE DOCKING OF TEE SOVIET SHIP GRUZIYA IN 
LONG ]EACH HARBOR • 
•• B) APPROVED THE ENTRY OF A REASONABLE NUMBER OF 
SOVIET AEROFLOT CHARTKR FLIGHTS; 
•• C) EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO APPROVE APPOINTMENT OF A 
SOVIET OLYMPICS ATTACll STATIONED IN LOS ANGELES. 
-- VE ARE, MOREOVER, PREPARED TO ~UARANTEE SOVIET 
OLYMPIC PARTICI?ANTS AN D SPECTATORS, INCLUtING SOVIET 
OFFICIALS RESIDENT IN TEE U.S., YULL ACCESS TO ALL 
OLYMPIC VENUES. WE WILL EE DISCUSSING WITE YOUR 
EMBASSY CONCRETE MEASURES IN THIS AREA IN A FEW DAYS. 
-- THE U.S. TAKES VERY SERIOUSLY ITS OBLIGATIONS TO 
PROTECT ALL OLYMPIC PARTICIPANTS. EVERY REASONABLE 
G-ONYIDENTI Uw 
SONiIDilN'FIAL 
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MEASURE H~S ]EEN TAKEN AND WILL ]E TAKEN TO PROVIDE 
SECURITY TO EVERYONE CONCERNED, I~CLUDING SOVIET 
CITIZENS. 
-- EMIGRE AND OTHER GROUPS THAT MAY ]F PLANNING TO 
CONDUCT DEMONSTRATIONS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES AGAINST 
SOVIET PARTICIPANTS EAVE NO U.S. GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

-eOtn'I1'flU'f1Al, / PAGE 4 
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WHATSOEVER. WHILE SUCH GROUPS MAY PEACEFULLY EXPRESS 
THEIR VIEWS IN A LEGAL MANNER, THE LAOOC HAS INDICATED 
TO US THAT THEY WILL NOT HAVE ANY ACCESS TO ATHLETES IN 
VILLAGES OR VENUES. 
-- FRANKLY, I MUST TELL YOU THAT THE PUBLICITY THAT TEE 
SOVIET MEDIA HAS DEVOTED TO THE "BAN THE SOVIETS 
COALITION" HAS GENERATED FAR MORE INTEREST AND U.S. 
PRESS COVERAGE OF THIS INSIGNIFICANT GROUP THAN IT 
COULD EVER HAVE ACHIEVED ON ITS OWN. YOU HAVE 
SUCCllIED IN MOVING THEM FROM THE ]ACK PAGES OF THE LOS 
ANGELES NE~SPAPERS TO THE FRONT PAGE OF THE WASHINGTON 
POST AND TO AN APPEARANCE ON NETWORK TELEVISION. 
-- CHARGES THAT THE U.S. INTENDS TO REQUIRE VISAS FOR 
OLYMPIC -P>.BTICIPANTS, OR RESERVES TO ITSELF THE RIGHT 
TO EXCLUDE OLYMPIC PARTICIPANTS, ARE FALSE. YOUR 
POREIGN MINISTRY HAS ]EEN INFORMED BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
or A CORRECTED DESCRIPTION OF ENTRY PROCEDURES THAT 
SHOULD ERASE ALL DOUBTS THAT WE YILL REQUIRE VISAS 
CONTRARY TO THE OLYMPIC CHARTER. PRESIDENT REAGAN HAS 
ASSURED TD IOC THAT WE WILL WELCOME ALL ATHLETES, AND 
I CAN REPEA'f -THAT REAS SURAN CE TO YOU. - . 
-- THE OLYMPIC ENTRY PROCEDURE HAS BEEN WORKED OUT IN 
GREAT DETAIL WITH THE LAOOC AND THE roe. UNFOUNDED 
SOVIET CHARGES ABOUT THIS PROCEDURE AT THIS LATE DATE 
CAN ONLY UNDERMTNE THE EFFORTS 01' THE U.S. AND THE 
LAooc -TO ENSURE THE SMOOTH AND ORDERLY ADMISSION OF 
~!BEN! !Ali -

-90NfIBEN!IA:I: 
PAGE 08 STATE 128576 
OLYMPIC FAMILY MEMBERS INTO THE U.S. 
-- FINALLY, LET ME ADDRESS A FEW WORDS TO THE GRUZIYA. 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS ASSUMED THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
SECURITY OF THIS SHIP (BOTH SBORESIDE AND WATERsinE) 
AND WILL CARRY OUT THIS TAS K TO THE BEST OF ITS 
ABILITY. WE AWAIT THE ARRIVAL OF A SOVIET 
REPRESENTATIVE IN LOS ANGELES TO DISCUSS THE PRECISE 
DETAILS. 
END TEXT 
L.., AM 
~9NFIBEN!!At-
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SUBJECT:DEPARl~ENT PROTESTS PRESS CONFERENCE REMARKS BY 
SOVIET O°LV°MPIC COMMITTEE HEAD 

l-~ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. BEGIN SUMMARY. DAS PALMER CALLED IN SOVIET MINISTER 
COUNSELOR ISAKOV MAY 14 TO PROTEST TELEVISED PRESS 
CONFERENCE REMARKS BY SOVIET NATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
HEAD MARAT GRAMOV. PALMER OBJECTED PARTICULARLY TO 
GRAMOV'S DESCRIPTION OF APRIL 27 MEETING BETWEEN 
DEPARTMENT COUNSELOR DERblINSKI AND ISAKOV, CALLING THE 
DESCRIPTION TOTALLY FALSE. IN AN UNCHARACTERISTICALLY 
MILD RESPONSE, ISAKOV SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD PALMER'S 
REMARKS AND THEY blERE WELL-TAKEN. END SUMMARY. 

3. PALMER BEGAN BY POINTING OUT THAT A NUMBER OF 
GRAMOV'S MOST OBJECTIONABLE REMARKS REFERRED TO AN 
APRIL 27 MEETING BETWEEN ISAKOV AND DERWINSKI. HE 
PROTESTED THEM ON BOTH PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE 
GROUNDS. PROCEDURALLY, IT WAS NOT NORMAL PRACTICE TO 
MAKE PUBLIC DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES. SUBSTANTIVELY, 
GRAMOV'S STATEMENT WAS A COMPLETE MISREPRESENTATION Of 
THE MEETING. IT HAD FORCED US TO RELEASE THE TEXT OF 

COtlFIBENTI~.L,;_ 
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THE NON-PAPER DERWINSKI HAD GIVEN ISAKOV. 

~- ISAKOV INTERRUPTED TO SAY THAT THE EMBASSY HAD 
SIMPLY TRANSLATED AND FORWARDED THE PAPER, AND THAT HE 
UNDERSTOOD THE SITUATION. 

5. PALMER CONTINUED THAT THIS INCIDENT WAS PART ~f A 
LARGER PATTERN Of RECENT SOVIET GOVERNMENT BEHAVIOR, 
BUT THAT IN THIS INSTANCE WE TOOK PARTICULAR EXCEPTION, 
SINCE THE MEETING WITH DERWINSKI WAS INTENDED TO BE 
COOPERATIVE AND WAS BEING PORTRAYED AS THE REVERSE. HE 
NOTED TH~T HE HAD RARELY SEEN A TIME WHEN THE SOVIET 
PRESS ENGAGED IN AS MUCH DISTORTION AS IT WAS DOING 
NOW. 

b. TURNING TO OTHER MISREPRESENTATIONS IN GRAMOV'S 
PRESS CONFERENCE, PALMER REFUTED THE ALLEGATION THAT 
WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL ftICHAEL »EAVER HAD WRITTEN TO THE 
"BAN THE SOVIETS" ORGANIZATION SUPPORTING ITS AIMS~ IN 
FACT, DEAVER WAS THE LAST PERSON WHO ·woULD HAVE DONE 
SUCH A THING, SINCE HE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR WHITE HOUSE 
COORDINATION Of THE OLYMPICS. HIS LETTER HAD SAID THAT 
THE PRESIDENT WAS COMMITTED TO FULFILLING ALL Of THE 
OBLIGATIONS OF AN OLYMPIC HOST COUNTRY • . MOREOVER, THE 
IOC HAD NOT, AS GRAMOV ALLEGED, RECOGNIZED THE SOVIET 
DEMANDS AS WELL-FOUNDED; IN FACT, IOC PRESIDENT 
SAMARANCH HAD PUBLICLY SAID THAT THE SOVIET ALLEGATIONS 
WERE NOT TRUE. FINALLY, THE CHARGE THAT THE USG HAD 
PLANTED TERRORISTS IN LOS ANGELES GROUPS WAS THE 
REVERSE Of THE TRUTH. THE US WAS EXTREM~LY CONSCIOUS 
OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED AT MUNICH AND ALL AGREED THAT SUCH 
ACTIONS MUST NOT HAPPEN HERE. A 

7- PALMER CONCLUDED BY REFERRING TO A TASS ARTICLE ON 
"DIMWITS IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT", WHICH NAMED THE 
SECRETARY AND THE DEPUTY SECRETARY. CALLING TASS AN 
AGENCY COMPLETELY CONTROLLED BY THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT, 
PALMER SAID THAT HE COULD NOT RECALL ANY OCCASIONS WHEN 
THE USG HAD CALLED FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO A DIMWIT. 
HE SAID THE ARTICLE WAS OUTRAGEOUS. -

a. ISAKOV MADE A WEAK EFFORT TO POINT OUT THAT THE TASS 
ARTICLE WAS SIGNED BY ITS AUTHOR, AND THUS NOT AN 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT AND NEITHER SUPPORTED NOR CONDONED 
BY HIS GOVERNMENT. HE NOTED THAT THERE WERE FREQUENT 
COMPLAINTS BY THE SOVIET UNION ABOUT ARTICLES IN THE US 
PRESS. BUT, HE CONCLUDED, HE UNDERSTOOD WHAT PALMER 
WAS SAYING ABOUT THESE MATTERS AND PALMER'S REMARKS 
WERE WELL-TAKEN. YY 
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THE '\' HITE HO USE 

Dear Mr. President: 

I appreciated the opportunity to meet with you 
today and to hear from you about plans for the 
Games of the XXIII Olympiad in Los Angeles this 
summer. 

As I said during our meeting, the Los Angeles 
Olympic Organizing Committee has the full support 
of the United States Government in making prepara­
tions for the games. The United States is totally 
committed to upholding the Olympic Charter and 
fulfilling its responsibilities as the host nation 
of the games. 

The Olympic games should not be used for political 
purposes. Athletes and Olympic officials of all 
countries will find a warm welcome in Los Angeles 
and will be treated equally and without discrimi­
nation, in accord with the Olympic Charter and 
Olympic spirit. 

I have instructed agencies of the federal govern­
ment to cooperate fully with Olympic and local 
officials to ensure the safety of all partici­
pants. We want to create a hospitable climate in 
which all participants can perform to the best of 
their ability. 

I consider sport to be 
ties for people of all 
understand each other. 
Committee deserves the 

one of the finest opportuni­
nations to come to know and 
The International Olympic 

support of all governments 
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in arranging the premier sporting event for 
athletes of all nations. I am looking forward 
personally to seeing the outstanding athletes of 
the world marching behind their flags on July 28. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
President of the International Olympic Committee 
Chateau de Vidy 
CH-1007 Lausanne 
Switzerland 



THE WIIITE l!Ol.SE 

Dear Mr. Chairman : 

Mr. Peter V. Ueberroth, President of the Los 
Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee, will be 
visitin Moscow shortly and I want you to be aware 
of his visit. Mr. Ueberroth is extraordinarily 
well prepared to manage preparation for the 
Olympic Garnes, and has been hard at work ' for five 
years spearheading the effort to prepare the best 
possible conditions for world-class athletic 
performances in Los Angeles this summer. 

Mr. Ueberroth is visiting your country to ensure 
that your government and your spo~ts officials 
understand that the United States ·Government and 
the Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee are 
committed to observance of the Olympic Charter and 
non-discriminatory treatment for all Olympic 
nations. I have personally assured Juan Antonio 
Sarnaranch, President of the International Olympic 
Committee, that the United States as host 
government will welcome all athletes from every 
participating nation, and will fully adhere to its 
obligations under the Olympic Charter. 

·r know that you share my enthusiasm for this great 
world sporting event, and I am looking forward to 
seeing the outstanding athletes marching behind the 
Soviet flag in Los Angeles on July 28. I trust 
that Mr. Ueberroth will have the opportunity to 
meet with the appropriate people during his visit 
to the Soviet Union and establish a basis for the 
cooperation whiqh will be necessary as we approach 
the opening ceremonies in Los Angeles. 

I consider sport to be one of the finest 
opportunities for people of all nations to come to 
know and understand each other. The American 
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people look forward to serving as host for the 
Olympic Garnes and providing a hospitable climate 
in which the athletes can perform to the best of 
their abilities. I hope that the visit of Mr. 
Ueberroth to Moscow will be received in this 
spirit. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Konstantin Ustinovich Chernenko 
Chairman of the Presidium of the 

_Supreme Soviet of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics 
Moscow 
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Los .~..ngel~s Olyr:'lpios and rei terat5d that Hoccow still h:t.e not 

Chair::.ar:. for 

Culture and Sports, adding to a long list of Soviet c~i~icisms 

of a:rangement5 for the 1984 Olympics said the State Deps=tment, 

"intervened~ in an agreement on a~r~ngements for Soviet Olympic 

a tr.letes. Ea al20 complained thci.t Moacow had been ba::::red £:-o:n 

sending an for 

signed the agreement with th-e Uni tea S-cat-es Ol.:fiilpic Com.i1i ttee. 

that he had no POilt~= t:o eign 

intenticn dealing with the 

A u.s. diplomatic source ccr.mi.enting after the preee 

conference said th~ State Dtspart:ment had objected oocaus_ the 

athletae and tha~ ae a p~ivat~ group, the United States Oly;pic 

Committee 



l 

Gramov s~id t he protocol ~reflected all the p:-oblems we 

will confront ..{ (! ........ we decide to go to Los Angeles, including 

tran:portation, training, and accorr~odation5 .~ 

Gramov le..5t !:U..'i;!7ler denied reports that the Soviets were 

conside::-::..ng an Olympic boycott. But he said. then and tode.y th~t 

Moscow will net serve formal notice of its plenB u..~til req~ired 

by Internationa l Olympic Coi:'.\'U:'\ittee (!O~J r~les. 

"According to the charter, we can make the de.cicicn up 

u..~til May," he said today. ~we will ~~ke the decision thsn," 

Gran'..ov aleo said the stats department had blocked the 

Soviet Ur-.ion I s Ol vmpics a. tte.che tt from t.he Les A...--igeles t.:.rea." 

offic ic. .. duties wou.1d be. ~Then the state 

our attache wae not aooep~able. 

The State De ~a rtment a lso has int~~fered with plans ma5s to 

transport So·iet athlete= to the Games, according to Gr arnov. 

Since the Soviet Union 1 s 1979 invasion of Afghanistan, 

which resulted in an Ame::-ioan-led boycott of t..-i,,e 1980 Moscow 

Olyropics, the u. s . has prohibited ~he Soviet stats airline 

Aeroflot from_ landin9 a~ any t.merican airport. 
,' 

After the Soviet d~s~ruction of the South Kore~n airline = 

in September , Presidsnt Reagan ordered the closing oi Aero f lot 



-- \ , 

offices in the United States and the governors of New York and 

New Jersey said a Soviet plene carrying Foreign Mini=ter A..~drei 

Gromyko ~o~ld not be allowed to land in their states . 

The travel issue is only one in a long list of Soviet 

objections to the Games in Los Angeles thet Gra.rnov reviewed 

during the press conference. 

He said the Ol_:-:npic village is too f?;.r £::om competition 

facilities, ':hat training :facilities are inadequate a..11d that 

accommoc.a-cion_s :for athletes. ano. . coectss ax;~ too emal.l a .. d 

expensive. 

The Soviets have complained about smog in Los P.ngeles and 

the city's hiqh crime rat~. 

The Soviet p:::esa also has S:'.'.id that th~ p=ivate group 

organi~ing the Ga..'Ttes will seek cnly -:o 11 squeeze the maximum 



.. : , ..... . :::· ;· 

l Bannid-soviet··: 
-OlylDJ)ic :EllV9y' 
J~~~J?Jf~ ,' 

(~By OSWALD JOHNSTON .- .,-:· ·: ,· -· 
. ;'~: dKENNETHREICH·· -::'--':,.;: ... .. ,. an , .. ,, ,· ._ .. , 

.'::" .Times Staff Writers · ..-..~_;.:r. ,,...;;.~ · · . 
. ;.. .... . . . ; -,,; .. :- :~:;-:,1. ·,;:,\.,.. • -. 
r;The U.S. ·state .Department was . 
. acting on '.'positive information" 

. that · the Soviet Union's . proposed 
Olympic attache was "a fairly senior 

'· level KGB. operative". when it de­
, cided to deny him a visa·to enter the 

,United States, Reagan Administra- . ·; 
; .tion officials said Friday. ··~~-.j.-;:::~,;c:f\•:.:: ~ 
· :/.·Officials in Washingion'-'w-e"re· · 
, tautious about discussing Greg Yer~ .J 
() nish.kin's past in detail; :'but one··-·~ 
'." :Soviet specialist, who ~kea not _to . } 
: :be identified, described . him as . a~- '· 

'KGB man '!with demonsiiiif.ed .ex~·.1,:! 
. perfence in M.Ughty thfugs.":qftff;i.!;-': 
:·:z~,-l~~ }.W.E!Wge1;c,e, ~!i~~~-~'! Yet-~;.1 •-1~~~--'.:a positiv.e.mte1liience :.:., 
·: ·baclcground" and noted .-that "the ·. : 
·_t whole area out there (~ _Angeles) .. ~ 

-;is highly ·vulnerable to any intrusion · · · 
_;in high technology." ·, __ -~~-,-~-}~i.'--~?, ,t7~ 

• : • _.;,. .. 4- ~-.:/ '1" ~ -~ •::• - 0 :..~-~ ;, ~•.;..,.· ~.•-~.1 ~~N).::--- :.~;::?. ~;.:-.. • 
_.· 'One-Man:Consulate' .".-;·:,~ \ ti:.:.- ~: ., 

¥ ,.: - •• - - • • •• • i • -· . -. "-.i.• •!_ ... !-,~•; •---::- ,: . - . .. _ i 

·-. State Department officials :saiq. it- . : 
. was the prospect of giving Yerptish-: ·:·'. 

.· kin a·. six-month · visa.:..:.coiifemng . .: 
' diplomatic immunity to wander .. _ 
. '·among the high-technology . ;md . ·, 

defense industries of Southern Cali- ;·: ,: 
.fornia in areas normally off limits to · .. : 

'-'--Soviet 'officials-that gave--; them . : 
. pause .. Granting a visa to Yermish~ 
: kin would have been tantamount to . 
"giving him his own one-man con- . 
-sulate in Los Angeles," one ·official 
said. . . . . . · ', - . ·: ,,3.- . 

The officials also said they had 
warned Los Angeles Olympic lead­
ers as early as December that "there 
would be problems" in approving 

· the visa for Yermishkin, a former 
press attache at the Soviet Embassy 
in Washington, if an application was 
submitted on his behalf. .. . , . 

As the Administration made its 
case for the exclusion of the pro­
posed Soviet attache-who had 
been due to arrive in Los Angeles on 
Thursday as an advance man for the 
expected 800-member Soviet Olym­
pic team-an unhappy Los Angeles 
Olympic President Peter V. Ueber­
roth disputed the government on 
two key points: 

First. Ueberroth said at a press 
conference. he was not informed in 
December that Yermishkin might 
not be acceptable. In fact, he said. 
Administration officials indicated to 
him in Jan~.hat Yermishkin 's 

-Please see VISA, Page 27 



Continued from Page 1 • _ 
application would be favorabl~,. processed. Based on 
those assurances, the Olympic president said, he 
encouraged the Soviets, in a telex and in a personal 
meeting ,~_1th the U.S.S.R. Olympic Committee president 
at the Wmter Olympics in Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, in 
February, to proceed with the formal application. 

Second, Ueberroth suggested that the Soviet attache, 
no matter "::ho he was, w_ould be too busy to engage in 
espionage. The attache 1s a very public figure who is 
making the sports arrangements for the team " he said. 
"I don't think an attache is going to have a lot.of time to 
run around doing anything else." 
. Pressed by reporters for his reaction was to sugges­

t10ns that Yermishkin is a KGB agent, Ueberroth 
~e~nded, "_I don't know what this fellow's background 
1s. I m not m that busmess. . . . What if he were a 
second baseman for the Chicago Cubs?" 

Joining Ueberroth in suggesting that Yermishkin's 
, ~eg~d background as a KGB agent might be less 

s1gmf1cant than the Reagan Administration indicated 
was F. Don Miller, executive director of the U.S. 

Also contributing to this story were Times staff 
· ·writers Evan Maxwell and Peter H. King in Los . 

Angeles and Dan Fisher in Moscow. 

Olympic Committee. 
"It wouldn't be the first KGB man who comes to our 

country, would it?" Miller asked pointedly. "My only 
reaction ( to his banning) is a very deep hope that in no 
way will this decision affect the participation of the 
Soviet Union in the Games." · 

In_ Lausanne, Switzerland, Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
president of the International Olympic Committee, said 
m a telephone interview that he was "very very 
surprised" by the Reagan Administration's decision not· 
to grant Yermishkin the visa because he had received a 
visa_ to visit ~s Angeles in early December as part of a 
Soviet Olympic delegation. 

In_itial So".'iet reaction was scant, although Moscow . 
Radio descnbed the decision to ban the attache as "a 
violation of Olympic tradition." A spokesman for the 
Soviet Olympic Committee said a more complete 
response is being drafted and may be released as early 

' as today. 
Ueberroth, lamenting what he called the govern ­

ment's long delay in announcing the decision, called the 
procedures "inappropriate ... and not fair." 

Urged Naming of a Substitute 
He said he has already cabled the Soviet Olympic 

Committee suggesting that it submit the name of 
another proposed attache "and if they do submit another 
name, all I can suggest is that we'll hand-carry it and sit 
with the application to get an answer right away." 

. He notea that the first Olympic athletes are scheduled 

I to arrive in Los Angeles in 18 weeks and that the 
committee cannot put on a good Olympics if there are 

, ceaseless delays by the U.S. government. 

1

1 "We took _(the initial application) in person to the 
_ government m December ... and we did not think at 

this last moment this would be denied," Ueberroth said. · 
But in Washington, Administration officials said they 

, had made their decision within 18 days of getting the 

I formal p::iper work on the application. 
The officials also expressed unhappiness with the 

Olympic committee. 
"Without doubt, the Soviets are using the LAOOC," 

said one. "The committee is so afraid of a boycott that it 
is doing everything 1t can to placate the Soviets." 

Another official, who has been involved in contacts 
with the Soviets since December, observed, "The 
SovietS"seem to have been impressed by the clout of the 

Olympic committee. Maybe they thought they could roll 
us and let him in, or that if we said no, we'd get a black 
eye .. . . To an extent, that has happened." 

These officials spoke on condition they not be 
identified, a point that irked Ueberroth, who said at his 
news conference that he does not like responding to 
faceless people. • : . 

Interviews Friday with both the U.S. government and 
_the LAOOC indicated the possibility of misunderstand­
ings arising out of the complicated communications 
between Ueberroth and the Reagan Administration. 

One Administration spokesman said that Ueberroth 
has been talking during his Washington visits with 
Michael Deaver, deputy White House chief of staff, who 
may not have precise knowledge about State Depart­
ment actions on Olympic issues. 

The official suggested · that Deaver might have 
indicated to Ueberroth in January that favorable action 
would be taken on Yermishkin's visa application 
without knowing who Yermishkin is or realizing that 
there were any objections to him. · 

He said he perceives the dispute as one between the 
LAOOC and the State Department, with increasing 
"impatience" from the State Department over what it 
regards as the "hint of arroganc;e" with which the 
Olympic group conducts itself. The LAOOC "is acting 
like a mini-State Department," the official said. 

But Ueberroth, at his press C()nference, said that 
international Olympic rules to which the U.S. govern­
ment is pledged to adhere requife that. all dealings 
pertaining to the Olympic Games go through host 
Olympic committees and national Olympic committees. 
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ITT:'W TASS VERSION OF USSlt OLYMPIC ST.il!L ··-

{~ . 
CC 5 ,- ~ ft D"l'DNATIONAL An.AIRS 

c) "Y . m • UGIONAL ISSU!S 

I..0092047 Moecov TASS in !nglieh 1220 CHI' 9 ~r 84 

[Text] Ho•cov April 9 -Ass - 'nle Naticn• l Oly'!ll)ic CO'lllaittae of the USSR adopted th~ 
f~llowing statement: O 

"The 23rd OlY111Pic Games 1n Loa Angel•• ( t1SA) ere juat a little -,re than three aonth• 
off. The tuie is.even nearer for th• Nation.al OlYllll)iC Coadtteea to .. ke a decision on 
p11rticipation in the Olympic Camea .-

u.s. President Reagan submitted to the IOC vrittee suarant•e• of the U.S. GoYenment'• 
respect for the tradition•• rule• and provieions of th• 01,-pic Charter. Fact• ahov, 
however, that these obligation• and auaranteea are oot respected 1n a nmaber of ujor 
matters. The U.S. Administration is tryina to UM the Ol)"llllpic Gaaes on the eve of the 
elections for it• aelfiah political end1. 

A large-scale cDq)aign against the Soviet Ullion's participation in the Oly'llpic Gaaes 
has been mounted in the USA. Different reactionary political. •-1.&re and religiou• 
gr ouping• are teAming up on an ant1-0lymp1c ba■ia. In particular. a coalition called 
''Ban the Soviet a." enjoying the support of the U.S. officW Nrvicea. has been Mt up . 
OrPn threat• of phy•ical victiaizat1on and provocative action■ are .. de to ■port.-n 
and official• of the USSR and other aocialist countriae. Slanderou■ allagltiona are 
being made that the participation of a Soviet delegation in the Olympic Ga1Dea would 
prewmably threaten Q.S. aecur1ty. 

Al~ this is fully at odd• with tradit10tla and with the rules of the ch.art er.· which says 
that the Olympic -,vement'• aim ia to educate th• young with the help of sport in the 
sp1rit of better autual underatanding and friendship, facilitatin& thereby the crution 
o t a better and 1110re tranquil vorld. No diecriainati.on on racial, rel1g1~u• or politi­
c nl grounds, both towards countries and toward• individual persona, is allowied, 

It is known that the cotmtry hosting the Olympiad ass,.mea the coaiaitment to ensure the 
fo ll security of the national delegation•. 'nl• aituation. vbich 1a taking shape at 
pr esent in Loa Angeles a&Kea one doubt the effectivene1a of undertaken measure,. The 
American pre■ a report ■ that preparation• are under way 1D the city for •t•ging political 
demonstration• and rallies durina the ,.... • Alraady, slogans aud poaten vith 
ccn t ents ho1tile to socialiat ·countrie• are being buna out. Apprehenaiona are grov1.ng 
that the civil right• of sportsmen uy be infringed and their dignity outraged. 

One cannot but be vary of the intention to accredit at th• 1••• repre•entativea of the 
radio station "Free Europe" vhicb, as is know. 1e financed by U.S. intelligence 
services and engaged in subver1ive activitie• agaf.n■t the peoples of 90cialist countr1•• 
in what con■titutee a direct violation of Rule 51 of the Olyapic Qiarter. 

In accordance vi.th Rule S9 of the Olympic Charter an Olyapic identity card is the card 
id r ntifying its bearer and the document permitting it• bearer to cross the border of 
t h P ~ountry where the city boating the Olympic• 11 ■ituated. Such regulations were in 
'1f t f'ct at the Olympic Game• in Montreal, Moscow and Sarajevo. However, at the begin 
•) f this April the National Olympic CoarlttH of the USSI va1 notified that it •hould 
1 ul•mit to the !m.baaay of the U.S.A. in Moscow the liltl of all •11l>era of the delegation 
fo r obtaining visas. At the••• time the U.S. !:mbaasy reserved the right to refu•e 
~nt r y permission to those whom it considers to be unde■irable. aomething it i• already 
·i oing • 

. \ s everyone know■, recently the U.S. Department of State refused a visa to th~ Olympic 
~tt arhe of the National Olyspic Comctittee of the USSR. vho■e candidature had been agreed 
" ron vith the organizing committee. It b thua becoa.1.na obviou• that the Department 
, f St1tte believe• it to be ita duty con•tantly to "correct" the action■ of the LAOOC 
r- n d merely to replace it 1n certain , .. ttera. 

.1 
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In this way the fulfillment of the agreement concluded between the NOC of the USSR and 
the LAOOC last December has been jeopardized by the U.S. Department of Sta~e. 

-
The vorld public ha~ long been displaying worry also over the uncontrollable co~rcial-
1sation of the Lo• Angeles gamea. Prof!t uking on the OlYlll)ic Games has a11u111ed quite 
ugly forms. Things have gone •o far that Rule 62 of the Olympic Charter, prohibiting 
the uae of the Olympic flames for coanercial purpoaes. is gro•aly violated. Price 
rises 1n Los Angeles are not controlled and exorbitant -.:>ney will be charged then for 
tna~y traditionally free services. 

Violation of the Olympic Charter and the anti-Soviet ca~aign unleashed by the U.S . 
reactionary force• with the coMivanca of the official authoritiea are r.reating an 
abnormal situation. In this connection the NOC of the USSR addresses the IOC and its 
president, Juan Antonio Samaranch, V1th the requ••t imDediately to review the aituation 
on the eve of the Loa Angele• game, at an emergency aeetina of the Exec~tive Connittee 
of the International Committee and demand that the U.S. side strictly respect the 
Olympic Charter and take effective measure, to guarantee proper security to the part i ­
cipant, 1n and vi~itors to the s•••• 
The NOC of the USSR appeals to the national committee. the interoationnl sports fede~•­
tion• and the world sporting public to pool their effort• to protect the principles and 
ideals of the Olyq,ic 1110vement and to do 1verytb1ng po•sible for the gaaiea to remain a 
festival of peace and fr1endahip among all the pe0ple1 of the world. nte spirit of 
friendship, aatual underatanding and kindlin••• ha1 alvaye been the h~••• A&--~ · · 

■hips between the sporting youth of ~h. •--• •" 



► 

• IOC EMERGENCY SESSION ON L.A. GAMES OPENS· 

LD241257 MoscO\l'World Service in English 1100 GMT 24 Apr 84 

!Excerpts) The 'Executive C0t11111ittee of the International 01,-pic Coo=ittee open• an 
emergency aes&ion in Lausanne today. The attention of broad circle11 of rhe sports 
col'mllunity is being focussed on the •essi0n conveMd at th• deiund of the Soviet Union, 
"Which has rahed the issue of the aituation developing in th• United States around the 
Olympic Camea in Los Angele■• 

The chait11an of the Soviet Olympic C0111111.ttee, · Marat Gramov, ••id before flyins to Svitrer­
land for the aeaaion that Soviet athlete■ are actively preparing for the &••s. and they 
hope that the principles and ideals of the Olympic aoveaent vill be observed in Loa 
AngeleR. 

Soviet Complaint• Ex.aained 

LD250905 Ho■cov TASS International Service in Ruasian 0823 GMT 25 Apr 84 

!Text} Lausanne, 25 Apr (TASS) -- Th• atate11ent by the USSR National Olytr1pic Cot!Dittee 
!NOC}, which raised serious matters concerning the observance of the Olympic Charter and 

· the adoption of effective measures to guarantee the necea,ary 1ecurity for participan t s 
nnd guegts at the Lo■ Angeles Olympic GIUlle■• va■ exaained here at a special 1111eet1ng of 
the le aderahip of the Exe cu ti ve Co111111ttee of the International Ol}'111p ic Co1'11!i t tee (IOC ) . 
Taking part in the meeting were the preaent and other leading officials from the IOC: a 
delegation from the USSR NOC led by Marat Cramov, chairman of the USSR Sport Col!l!litt~e; 
as well as representatives of t'he Los Angele• Olywpic Organbing Coirmitte~ (LAOOC). 

A. published statem~nt recognizes the legiti1-cy of all the demands set 0ut in the USSR 
NOC sta tenient. Several matters of prir-ciple were !'e■ olved, in particular thoae conce m­
ing the right of participant• in the 1ame1 to enter the United States v t0hout visa o n 
their Olympic documents, acceaa for all Wlnlbera of Olywp1c delegations and accredit~d 
journali&ts to place• where the competititionaand trainin& ■e ■1ions are h~ld and to 
rl aces of residence during the preparation p~•iod for the game, and during the ga~es 
themselves, and the observance of inte rnational rules in relation to ship~ mooring at 
Los Angeles port . 

Those taking part in the meeting demanded that the L.AOOC aake extra efforts to ensure 
" the full guaranteeing of the Olympic Charter and the creation of optilllum conditions fot 
those taking pnrt in the games in all respects, particularly where their aecurity •n d the 
observance of their dignity are concerned," 

Speaking at a press conference, Gr1m10v noted that the aeeting enabled a 1reat step for­
ward to be made toward eliminatina the undesirable features that have arisen r~centl y 
around the Los Angele• Oly,npica . Certain uttera vill requi!'e further consultations . 
Thus, the problem of security for participant• aust be re1olved at the state level. 
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIQUE 

. PRESS RELEASE 

,. 

oy 
Lausanne, 24th April 
Ref. no. PR/ 16 

1984 
/84 

Foll~wing a ~equest from the USSR NOC, H.E. Mr. Juan Antonio Samaranch, Pi esident 

of the IOC, -wnvened a meeting on 24th April 1984 in Lausanne, presided over by himself 
._ 

and attended by the Vice-Presidents, H.E. Mr. Lou_is Gujr.andou-N'Diaye, Mr. Alexandru 

Siperco and Mr. Ashwini Kumqr, and by Madame Monique Berlioux, Direc-tor of the IOC, 

together with, on the one hand, the USSR NOC representatives Mr. Marat Gramov, Presi­

dent, and Mr: Anatoly Kolesov, Vice-President, and, on the other hand , the LAOOC rep ­

resentatives Mr. Ueberroth, President, Mr. David Simon, Vice-President, Mrs. Amy Quinn, 

Nevis Secretary , and Mr. Jerry Welsh, consultant. 

Due note was taken of: 

- the USSR NOC's declaration to the effect that Soviet athletes have the firm intention 

of participating in the Games of the XXII!rd Olympiad in Lo~ Angeles if the condi­

tions laid down fo the "Olympic Charter" are enforced. 

- the declarations made by the LAOOC that the "Olympic Games" would be entirely 

respected during these Games. 

Certain preparation and organizational aspects of the Summer Olympic Games liable 

to create misunderstandings and be prejudicial to the successful outcome of the Olympic 

Games were discussed. 

Taking into consideration the explanations given and the declarations made by the 

Los Angeles Organizing Committee with regard to the criticisms form~lated by the USSR 

NOC, in compliance with the offici.al rules of the "Olympic Charter_~-': 

- the USSR NOC and any oth~r NOC requesting it will have free scope to solve their 

problems relevant to the Olympic Games through the sole agency of the LAOOC, in 

particular with regard to the presentation of Olympic identity cards and the list 

of participants (as long as said list is received by the LAOOC by June 2nd, · l984). 

- all members of the Olympic Family and accredited journalists vlill have free access 

to all competition and training sites, accommodation, etc ... during the period of 

the Games and their preparation. 

- the rules governing the boats anc~ored in the port of Los Angeles and which will 

apply to the delegations at the Olympic Games will strictly confom to interna tional 

requlations and the hospitality usually granted to Games participants . 

., . 
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIQUE 

Due note was taken of the declarations made at different United States Governme nt 

levels that all people would be accredited according to the rules of the "Olympic 

Charte r ", and will have free -access to the Olympic Games. 

The LAOOC was asked to continue to pursue all possible efforts to respect the 

"Olympic Charter" .in its entirety and to provide the optimal conditions for Games 

·--participants in all respects, and particularly those of security and safeguarding of 

their dignity. 

Assurances were . further exchanged to improve mutual communications so that 

~roblems could be resolved amicably in future, according to the rules of t he "Olympic 

The President of the IOC thanked the two delegations of the USSR and USA for t heir 

positive approach to resolve difficulties which had arisen. The Youth of the World 

needs to be reassured that everything would be done to strengthen the Olympic Movement 

and this great festival of sport, the Olympic Games. 

.-

.... 
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Dear Jesse: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 10, 1984 

Thank you for your letter to the President concerning your 
meeting with Ambassador Dobrynin about participation by the 
U.S.S.R. in the Summer Olympic Games and for our telephone 
conversation regarding this matter. We are pleased that a 
bipartisan cross section of Congresspersons, athletes and 
distinguished citizens will appeal to the Soviet represen­
tatives on the International Olympic Committee to reconsider 
their decision. We all wish you well in this endeavor, and 
hope that you are successful because the Soviet withdrawal 
from the games is a great disappointment to our athletes and 
many others throughout the world. 

As you know, the matter of participation in the Olympic Games 
has not been a government to government matter but, rather, a 
matter conducted by the International Olympic Committee, and 
its private sector representatives. Your bipartisan group 
would be private sector in nature and this is as it should be. 

I can assure you, however, that this matter has received 
considerable attention from the U.S. Government in the past, 
and that we have given the Soviets extensive assurances 
regarding the safety of their athletes and the conditions 
under which they would participate. In this connection, you 
should know that the President has personally and publicly 
assured the International Olympic Committee that the United 
States will live up to the Olympic Charter. The assurances 
have been repeated publicly and privately to the Soviets. 
Further, the United States Government has taken the following 
actions: 

Authorized at least 25 Aeroflot charter flights for 
the Olympics. 

-- Assured the Soviets by diplomatic note and privately 
that, as agreed by the IOC, all Olympic participants 
could enter the U.S. on the basis of their Olympic 
identity cards without visas. 

-- Authorized a month-long port call for a Soviet 
cruise ship to serve as their Olympics headquarters. 
Assured Soviets privately that after initial customs and 
safety inspection, subsequent searches of ship would be 
only for cause (e.g., bomb threats) and not for purpose 
of harassment. 
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-- Authorized entry of Aeroflot and shipping personnel 
in advance of games to do preparatory work. 

-- Indicated our wil l ingness to receive an Olympic 
attache with full diplomatic status (but not the 
individual originally proposed.) 

-- Informed them we would be ready to rent vehicles 
(normally prohibited) to Soviet officials during the 
Olympics. 

-- Told the Soviets publicly and privately that emigre 
groups opposing Soviet participation, organizing 
demonstrations or inciting defections have no USG 
sanction whatsoever. 

-- Opened all areas containing Olympic sites, hotels, 
airports, etc. to Soviet travel from June 1 - August 15. 

-- Undertook full responsibility for security of the 
Soviet ship, at a preliminarily estimated cost in excess 
of $500,000. 

-- Told the Soviets privately that every possible 
security precaution was being undertaken. 

In addition, security preparations to protect Olympic partici­
pants have been underway for a long time and have been extra­
ordinary in their scope. Over 17,000 people will have Olympic 
security-related duties in Los Angeles. The United Stat es 
Government has committed $50 million to provide federa l 
su~rt for the Olympic security effort. 

We have also taken some specific steps to meet Sov iet 
concerns. As men tioned, the Un ited States Gov ernme n t assumed 
full responsibility for security for the Soviet s h ip a nd had 
planned to spend in excess of $5 00 , 000_ f o r t h is p u rpose. No 
demonstrations would h ave been permitted in t h e vicin ity of 
the pier where the Sov iet s h ip would hav e berthed. 

The Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee (LAOOC) has also 
been very responsive to Soviet concerns about security issues. 
During the visit of the Soviet sports committee delegation to 
Los Angeles in December 1983, the delegation did not express 
any dissatisfaction with the security arrangements. LAOOC 
informed the Soviets that there would be no demonstrations in 
facilities under LAOOC control, including all sites and the 
Olympic Village. 
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Under the circumstances, I think you will agree with me that 
we have been most forthcoming in trying to meet the concerns 
of the Soviets. 

You have all of our best wishes for success. If those 
involved in this bipartisan effort are successful in securing 
Soviet participation in the Garnes, our country will owe them a 
debt of gratitude. If there is anything further that we can 
do to assist in this, please do not hesitate to let us know. 

Sincerely, 

James A. Baker, III 
Chief of Staff and 
Assistant to the President 

The Reverend Jesse L. Jackson 
Suite 316 
2100 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 




