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155 Division North Grand Rapids, M1 49503 616 459 4676 Lee Hicks, Pubiic Relations/Membership

SEPTEMBER, 1981

GRAND RAPIDS ART MUSEUM OPENS ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1981

On September 17, 1981, the Grand Rapids Art Museum opens the doors of a

s ning, permanent downtown facility to an appreciative citizenry.

To many, the new Art Museum may be viewed as a culmination of seventy-one
years of growth in the fine arts in Grand Rapids, but to those closely associated with
the project it is not an end, but a beginning. With more than double the previous
exhibition space, plus adequate room and facilities for a variety of present as well as
long-hope or programs, the museum is at last in a position to meet the growing and
changing needs of those it serves and to reach out to new audiences with confidence

that the future is secure,

The renovation of the historic Federal Building gives the museum 45,000
square feet of space, plus an additional 30,000 square feet on the third and fourth
floors for later expansion. Eventually, a main entrance will be built on the Division
Avenue side of the building and a large public space constructed on the second floor
roof in the "U" formed by the third and fourth floors. In the basement, plumbing and
other service needs have been roughed in for a variety of future uses, such as a

vat’ iroom dphotog hy studio.

Such careful planning for both the present and future will lead to the Grand
Rapids Art Museum's long-sought-for accreditation, which will enable it to attract
mo: and better exhibitions, thus assuring the City of Grand Rapids a place on the

1 of the t world for gene: ions to come.









Celebration Plans

Page Three
Satt r, September 19. Otl] events of the £ ~. day include a 1l0-kilometer corpo: :e
team run through downtown and a ~~ ster's Sport Swim Meet at the Gerald R. Ford Fieldhouse

of Grand Rapids Junior College.
"Celebration on the Grand" is conceived as part of a continuous display of Grand

Rapids' community support, pride, civic progress and growth,
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***Grand Rapids is a short drive to Lake Michigan and the beautiful
resort areas of Holland and Saugatuck. Holland is home of the
nationally recognized Tulip Festival.

***Grand Rapids is home to several multi-national corporations, including
Amway, a $1.1 billion direct sales firm and Steelcase, the world's
largest manufacturer of office systems furniture. Wolverine Worldwide,
producers of Hush Puppy shoes, is located in Grand Rapids as are
several General Motors production plants and Fisher Body metal fabrication
plants, Keeler Brass, Lear Siegler and American Seating.

***Grand Rapids is nicknamed the "City of S :ples" with 480 Protestant
an 42 Catholic churches. A number of other faiths are also represented.
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