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‘ EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIC™NT

) ‘ . OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET o
BRI (g; i 8 A
9 __';_4;/ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 ¢ i f i
February 10, 1984
LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM
TO: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

SUBJECT: Draft testimony of the General Services Admin-
istration on Presidential libraries

The Office of Management and Budget requests the views of your
agency on the enclosed testimony before 13ivising on its .
relationship to the program of the President, in accordance with
OMB Circular No. A-19.

Please provide your views no later than cob Thursday, February
16, 1984.

Direct your questions to Gregory Jones
office.

Ja

Enclosure

cc: John arts Stuart Smith Jim Jordan Frank Reeder






Government's absolute responsibility for core activities of
processing and making available the historical record of the
Presidency. On the other end of the conﬁinuum is the
responsibility of library donor organizations to provide the
physical facility to house a library. 1In the center are
responsibilities for some ongoing programs which can
appropriately be funded from Government or private sources,

or a mix of the two.

The Federal Government must continue to fund the libraries’
core functions, which include archival programs and basic
museum programs. The Government has a fundamental
responsibility to éreserve the papérs, objects, audiovisual
records, and machihe-readable information which constitute
the historical record of the Presidency. These materials ar
only useful if they are made available to the public. They
are made available in two ways: (1) Through the libraries'’
research rooms to scholars, the news media, and Federal
agencies, and (2) through museum programs for students and
the general public. Activities in direct support of the
core fun;tions include preservation work; maintenance and
operation of buildings as they relate to core functions
{inclt ing t o nd humidity control); 1

su; lies and equipment related to core functions; reference
service; review, arrangement and description of méterials;
maintenance of museum exhibits; acquisition of related

historical materials; training of staff, administration, and



the salaries related to thes functions.,

Providing the facility to house a library is the absolute
reponsibility of pfivate or other non-Federal
organizations. This responsibility includes provision of
land and the finished building, including equipment,

furnishings, landscaping, and initial museum exhibits.

Other functions, while appropriate for Federal fur ing,
might be also properly funded by private sources: oral
history projects, including equipment, travel, and staff;
development and installation of initial exhibits; major
museum renovations and traveling exhibits; purchase of
special equipment and furnishings; publications programs;

conferences and symposia; and grants in aid of research.

Also appropriate for private funding are nominal core
activities expanded beyond the basic level which is the

Gov :nment's responsibility as the owner of the Presidential
materials. For instance, the Government should retain the
responsibility for providing the general public with a means
io learn about the historical record of the Presidency

wi 1wut en¢ 3ing in chol rly re tch. ...2 mc ¢ 0w Y
means to provide this general access has been through the
libraries basic museum program of exhibiting the~historica;
materials. However, should a private, non-profit support

organization (v ich contributes the initial exhibit) wish to



pt sue a more ambitious museum program, through larger
exhibits or extensive public programs, that organization
should fund the expanded level of activity, including
funding for additional personnel, building space, and

building operating costs.

Cost saving measures can be applied to the whole range of
library activities. NARS has taken a number of measures

which will result in lower costs to the Government:

~- NARS has developed guidelines for library buildings
which specify necessary space requirements for each of
the programs of the library. .NARS works with donors
and architects to assure that buildings comply with the
guidelines. The guidelines were #&dmst employed in
planning the Carter library. This has resulted in a

building that will be compact and efficient.

~- NARS has made %t a requirement for acceptance of a
library building that the building be fully equipped by
the donor. The donation of the building and grounds
must now include security and telephone systems and

£ i jui 1t whi 1 v re viov ly i

to be the Government's responsibility.

~-- NARS h:é tI policy that er :gy efficiency is a

prime criterion for an acceptable library building.






are rrently conducting campaigns to increas their
endowments in order to strengthen their support for the

libraries.

Private support for Presidential libraries is necessary and
welcome. It makes the libraries possible and expands the
range of their programs and their service to the public. We
acknowledge the value of this support and encourage its
increase. However, we must guard against relying on
donations to carry out Government responsibilities. It
would be irresponsible to require private support to
maintain Government property. It would be dangerous to
yield the control o§er this properfy, particularly the
historical record, that comes with holding the purse
strings. Even the appearance of bias in administration of
these national historical treasures would be intolerable.
The Congress recognized this after thorough study by the
Public Documents Commission and by the consequent passage of
the Presidential Records Act in 1978. This act charges us
with the stewardship of the invaluable historical record of
our natiqn's highest and most visible office. To rely on
others to carry out this responsibility would be to betray

1€ trust.








