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CONSTRUCTED BY: 

SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

APPROXIMATE COST: 

DEDICATION DATE: 

SITE: 

BUILDING: 

LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON LIBRARY 

Austin, Texas 

University of Texas 

University of Texas 

$10,000,000 (The University of Texas spent 
approximately $18 million to construct the 
Library and the LBJ School of Public Affairs.) 

May 22, 1971 

14 acres maintained by the University of Texas 

105,000 square feet of floor space 

LYNIXJl'J /3. JOHN.50N AU5TIN 
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Personal Papers 
(millions of pages) 

LIBRARY Presidential Total 

Hoover 1.1 5.6 

Roosevelt 10.5 15.7 

Truman 6.3 12.1 

Eisenhower 8.8 18.2 

Kennedy 6.8 27.3 

Johnson 15.7 25.4 

Ford 11. 6 14.7 

PRINCIPAL LIBRARY HOLDINGS 
September 30, 1980 

Still Photos Film 
(Items) (Feet) 

24,500 40 

126,600 303,400 

73,900 301,900 

104,900 597,700 

116,200 6,022,000 

556,900 803,700 

310,000 700,000 

Video Oral 
Tape Museum Books & History 

(Hour_~)_ Objects Serie ls ~es) 

3 4,100 46,900 9,500 

10 22,100 77,300 2,900 

17 18,500 111,200 36,800 

10 26,600 50,300 21,900 

166 13 ,90.0 48,800 29,600 

4,600 37,700 25,600 35,300 

882 6,800 7,400 
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PRESIDENTIAL LIBRAnIES 

RESEI\RCIIER~ 

1'J2J211cations n1212rovccllPereon ltay a · 
I 

l\ctivitx_ · FY 1975 FY 1976 FY 1977 FY 1970 FY 1979 F'l 1980 

Hoover 71/ 498 67/ 754 43/ 427· 59/ 528 89/ 95C 113/ 614 

Roosevelt 394/1,361 438/1,770 392/1,303 301/1,535 332/1,097 512/1,603 

TrUI:lan 190/ 880 298/1,299 293/ 886 198/ 985 245/ 785 303/ 984 

Eisenhower 100/ 390 130/ . 625 90/ 484 106/ 496 97/ 527 116/ 62S 

Kennedy 158/ 682 160/ 728 211/1,123 . 208/ 878 172/ 785 .~ 610/1,419 

1~2/1,797 -- 176/1,S33 /6 -
Johnson 163/1,243 1'12/1,0S5 235/1,297 190/1,618 

-- -- -- -

Ford --- --- --- --- 19/ p2. 32/ 119 

· TOTALS ' l,076/5,054 l,235/6,231, l,264/5,520 l,104/6,219 l,130/5,807 l,876/6,982 

t I 



MUSEUM VISITORS TO PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES 

Fiscal Year Hoover Roosevelt Truman Eisenhower l(ennedy 

1962 22,388 105,650 131,000 
1963 111,675 140,503 140,762 
1964 36,434 161,469 155,053 101,988 
1965 60,000 177,536 . 179,890 91,891 
1966 95,713 180, 91,5 193,045 93 '/196 
1967 74,'778 159,363 180,824 139,l127 ,, 
1968 79,271 157,116 170,671 1118, 179 
1969 80,000 164,300 165,300 364,750 
1970 89,439 , ,I 162,423 182,823 '•49,631 
1971 71,635 160,295 186,174 263,234 
1972 81,989 185,138 187,866 318,684 
1973 82,870 194,194 340,818 299,741 
1974 84,009 194,314 264,230 215,586 
1975 106,112 188,106 291,180 197,727 
1976 97,342 213,766 351,210 199,099 

1976-TQ* 50,872 109,907 159,374 96,433 
1977 91,334 371,514 324,136 177,242 
1978 95,418 276,865 264,714 170,172 
1979 69,778 215,582 219,067 127,026 
1980 64,606 241,459 201,639 143,910 563,470 

*In FY 1976, there was an extra "Transition Quarter" from July 1 to September 30, 1977. 
Since that time, the fiscal year begins on October 1 and concludes on September 30. 
Prior to FY 1976, the fiscal year began on July 1 and ended on June 30. 

I Johnson I Total 

259,038 
392,940 
454,944 
509,317 
563,169 
554,392 
555,237 
774,350 
884,316 

80,740 762,078 
676,549 1,450,226 
704,180 1,621,803 
542,717 1,300,856 
520,985 1,304,110 
683,810 1,545,227 
221,434 638,020 
657,907 1,622,133 
502,115 1,309,284 
480,521 1,111,974 
446,062 1,661,146 



THE LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON LIBRARY 

In a letter to the Administrator of General Services, 
dated August 13, 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson offered 
his Presidential and other papers as a gift to the United 
States for ultimate deposit in the Lyndon Baines Johnson 
Library. The Administrator accepted this offer on August 17, 
1965. 

By joint resolution approved September 6, 1966 (79 Stat. 648), 
Congress authorized the Administrator to enter into an 
agreement with the University of Texas to use as the Johnson 
Library land, buildings, and equipment made available without 
transfer of title, and to maintain, operate, and protect the 
depository as part of the ·national archival system. The 
University of Texas and the Administrator entered into an 
agreement implementing th~s authority on October 8, 1965. 

Plans for the structure, which was designed by Skidmore, 
Owings and Merrill of New York, were presented in December, 
1966, and construction began on the main campus of the Uni
versity of Texas at Austin the following year. 

At the end of President Johnson's last term of office, on 
January 20, 1969, the Johnson Library began functioning in 
the Federal Building in Austin, pending completion of the 
permanent building by the University of Texas. 

The permanent building was dedicated May 22, 1971. The first 
Presidential archival depository to be built on a university 
campus, the Johnson Library sits on a knoll at the end of a 
campus mall. An eight-level building, the library contains 
almost 150,000 square feet of floor space. The University 
of Texas reported that the construction cost of the building, 
together with that of the adjacent Lyndon Baines Johnson School 
of Public Affairs, was approximately eighteen million dollars. 

Because the University of Texas provided for the fourteen-acre 
site and constructed the building, no private foundation or 
association was formed to solicit private contributions for the 
building of the structure. However due to Texas State policy, 
no admission fee is charged, and the Lyndon Baines Johnson 
foundation is heavily relied on. This foundation was established 
to make possible an extensive program of symposia and guest 
lectures held jointly with the L.B.J. School of Public Affairs, , 
to offer financial aid to approximately 1/3 of the L.B.J • . School 
of ~ublic Affairs students and it also funds 3 chairs to the 
school for permanent and visiting scholars. The Library itself 
receives no support from the University, although the L.B.J. 
School of Public Affairs, which is in a separate building next 
to the library, is completely supported by them. Without the 



support from the Foundation which ranges from $400,000 to 
$500,000 each year, the Library would not be able to 
provide any of the before-mentioned services or support 
their Distinguished Lecturer program, have a publications 
program, an active and dynamic changing exhibit program, offer 
tour guide service in the museum nor hire personnel for their 
Oral History program. 

Original contributors to the Foundation were big donors -
upwards of $100,000. Subsequently, an organization known 
as the "Friends of the LBJ Library" was established as part 
of the Foundation. Members enroll in lifetime memberships 
for $1,000, and as annual members for $50 a year. There 
are approximately 1,500 members. 

The transfer of President Johnson's personal papers to the 
United States was completed under the terms of his will in 
1973. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

W, W, HEATH, CHAIIUIIIAN 

, P'UIIIT•■IIOOK• ■UIUHNO 

AUSTIN, ftXAa 

. ' 
August 6, 1965 

( 

The President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. President: 

Subject: Letter of Intent from University of Texas 
For the Lyndon Baines Johnson 
Presidential Archival Depository 

It is our under standing that at an appropriate time you intend to donate 
your papers to the United States for ultimate deposit in a Presidential archi
val depository. 

The University of Texas shares the belief of the academic world and 
others that the papers of a President constitute a -vital part of our Nation's 

' historical heritage. We· likewise believe that the richness and fullness of 
the Nation I s knowledge and. under standing of that heritage depends in a 
large measure upon the completeness of a President's historical materials, 
the care with which they have been pre served, the adequacy of the archival 
and museum facilities in which they are housed, and their general accessi
bility and availability fo·r scholarly research and study. . 

A university can QJ1ly fulfill its total mandate by being sensitive to con
temporary world affairs, the lessons of our national experience, and our 
Nation's constant effort to improve the processes of Government. The role 
of a university in bringing about an understanding of our times is affected 
adversely unless it can impart a knowledge of the conditions from which 
they arose; and it is equally clear that its responsibility to develop tomorrow's 
leaders, capable of making intelligent decisions for the future, can be greatly 

·advanced when the inquisitive ':llind has available at the university the 
research collections from which a comprehensive view of the age in which 
we live can be obtained. It follows inevitably that convenient access to the 
rich resources of a Presidential Library, and the tremend!)US ancillary 
benefits which will follow will enable The University of Texas, in a rn:ost 
dramatic manner, to meet its responsibilities to expand its academic 
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capabilities, especially at the graduate school level, in the fields of history, 
government, economics, public administration and related disciplines. _In 
furtherance of these objectives we intend to establish at The University of 

I (• .• , 
Texas a school to be known as the Lyndon Baines Johnson Institute of Public ,)-'.:,·&ill°'t•,:. 

... Afiai~::.:, at which we hope you will consent to teach or lecture after your 
retirement from the Presidency, devoting as much time thereto as you may 
£ind possible. ·. 

In view of the considerations set forth above, and the benefits which will 
. thus acc:rue to The University of Texas in fulfilling its e·ducational purposes 
and objectives as fixed by applicable law of the State of Texas, The University 
of Texas deems it an exceptional honor and privilege, consistent with its 
educational purposes and objectives, to make the following proposal: 

l. T_he University, at its expense, will provide an appropriate site com
prised of four~een (14} acres within the principal academic environs 
_of the University at Austin, Texas, to be utilized as the site of a 
Presidential archival depository which will be known as the Lyndon 
Baines Johnson Library. The Univer.sit y warrants against encroach
ment on or use of such site for purposes other than the site of the 
Lyndon Baines John-son Library and related parking areas except as 
otherwise expressly provided herein, or as may be later agreed by 
The University of Texas, you or your representatives, and the 
Administrator of General Services or successors in legal functions. 
The site selected will be subject to approval by you or your des_ignee. 

2.. The University, at its expense, will design, construct, furnish and 
equip a building to be located on such site. The selection of the 
architect or architects and the de~ign concept of the facility, includ
ing its orientation on the selected site and its physical relationship 
with other University facilities will be subject to approval by you or 
your de signee. The building is to contain the follo~ing: 

a. · not less than 100,000 square feet of space to be dedicated to 
. use as a Presidential archival depository for the housing , 
and display of Presidential papers and other historical materi
als relating to and contemporary with your life and _works 
as a fitting and lasting memorial to you and your long dis
tinguished y~ars of service to our beloved Nation, and . 

b. ' additional space as the University deems appropriate for 
Universit? purposes as detailed in Paragraph 5- c, hereof. 
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. , 3. The University will confer with the Administrator of General Serv
ices or his designee concerning site selection, design, construction, 
furnishing, and equipping the Library including its museum aspects. 

4. The University will provide adequate, convenient parking facilities 
for the use of visitors to the Presidential Library. 

5. The University of Texas, in expanding its teaching capabilities in 
. history, government, economics, public administration, and related 
disci?line s,. expects: 

a. To have access to the Pr-esidential papers and other historical 
materials housed in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library, 
recognizing, however, that the Presidential Library will be a 
national research institution and, therefore, officers, faculty, 
and students of the University, along with scholars and other 
interested persons everywhere, will be accorded access to 
the collections of Presidential papers and other Presidential 
historical materials housed therein. The University under-

. stands also, particularly since it is anticipated that great 
numbers of people will visit this Library on The University 
of Texas campus daily, that reasonable regulations must be 
provided to insure orderly use of the materials and access to 
all such historical materials will be subject to such restric
tions as may be imposed by the donors, or by statute, 
Executive Order, regulations, etc. 

b. to offer and lend to the United States for deposit in the Lyndon 
Baines Johnson Library certain papers and other historical 
materials now held by the. University relating to and contem-

. porary with the life and works of Lyndon Baines Johnson, and, 

c. in addition to the space dedicated to the Presidential archival 
depository to provide space and related facilities in the buiid
ing contemplated in Paragraph 2, hereof, for University 
purposes to be used in furtherance of studies and research 
in· history, government, economics, public administration and 
related disciplines. 

6. Upon completion_ of the construction, furnishing, and equipping of the 
space and facilities to be occupied by the Presidential archival deposi
tory, the University hereby undertakes and agrees to turn ov.er, 
dedicate, · and make available the same, including the furnishings and 
equipment therein, to the United States for its use in perpetuity as 

1 
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the Lyndon Baines Joh~son Li_brary, but without transfer of title, 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 507(f) of the Federal Property 
and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended. 

7. · - In consideration of the foregoing and upon acceptance by the United 
States, the Presidential Library and the space and facilities occu
pied by it will be administered, operated, protected, maintained, 
and staffed in perpetuity by and at the expense of the United States 
of America. It is also understood and agreed that the administering, 
staff~ng, maintaining, operating and protecting the site of the 
Presidential Library and such portion of the building as is used for 
activities of the University as contemplated by Paragraph 5- c, 

~ hereof, shall be borne by the University. -

8. The space and facilities to be occupied by the Presidential Library 
will be completed and available for occupancy within two years 
after fin2-: working drawings are ready for marketing: Provided, 

- however, · that in no event shall said two year period begin to run 
until the Administrator of General Services has entered into an 
agreement, as provided for in Section 507 (£}( 1) of the Federal 
Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended, 

• 
with The University of Texas, to maintain, operate, and protect 
said Presidential Library as a part of the National Archives system. 
It is understood that the sa1d Administrator may not enter into such 
an agreement prior to the expiration of the first period of 60 
calendar days of continuous session of Congress following the date 
on which a report of the proposed transaction is transmitted to the 
Congress as required by Section 507(£) of the Property Act, supra. 
It is further understood that the time when such report may be sub
mitted to the Congress is a matter entirely withi:n the discretion of 

-the President of the United States or his designee. 

9. Upon your assent to this proposal The University of Texas will pro
ceed with _its. implementation. 

Respectfully, 

/~~. 
Chancellor 
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Dear Mr. Knott: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

. August 13, 1965 
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It has long been my belief that the papers and other historical materials 
of a President constitute a vital part of our Natio"n 's historical heritage 
and that such papers and materials should be permanently preserv.ed and 
made available for scholarly research and study. 

You are aware that it also has long been my intent~on to donate my papers 
and, other historical materials to the United Stat~s for ultimate deposit in 
a Presidential Archival Depository as provided by Section 507 (f) of the 
Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended 
(44 u. s. c. 397(f)). 

You are also aware that•the University of Te1'as has advised me of its 
· intent, consistent with its educational purposes and _objectives, to provide, 
at its expense, an appropriate site within the principal academic environs 
of the University of Texas, and to construct thereon a suitable Presidential 
Archival Depository to be known as the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and 
to turn over, dedicate, • and make available the space and facilities so to be 
constructed, furnished, and equipped by it, to the United States for its use 
in perpetuity pursuant to the aforesaid authority, as a Presidential Archival 
Depository for the housing, preserva~ion, display, and appropriate use of 
my Presidential papers and other historical materials. 

I have indicated to the University of Texas and publicly announced my 
approval of its proposal. 

Accordingly, and in furtherance of the public purposes which will thus be 
served, I hereby offer as a gift to the United States for the purpose of 
ultimate deposit in the said Presidentiai'Library my Presidential _and other 
papers, documents, historical materials, mementos, objects ·of art, and 
other memorabilia, including books, motion pictures, still pictures, and 
sound recordings, ali hereinafter called "Materials II belonging to me or in 
my possession which relate to my life and work, subject to the condition 
that these Materials be accepted, preserved, and made available by the 
United States under the following conditions: 
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l. As an initial step the Materials shall be accepted by ~he United 
States for deposit in the National Archives pursuant to Section 
507(e) of the Act, supra, until the completion and acceptance by 
the United States of the above-described Lyndon Baines Johnson 
Library at which time the Materials shall be deposited in that 
Library and administered in accordance with the pertinent 
provisions of the Act, supra . 

. · 2. It is my purpose to make the papers and other historical materials 
referred to herein available for the purpose of study and research 
as soon as possible and to the fullest possibl.e extent. However, 
since the President o~ the United States is the recipient of many I 
confidences from others, and since the inviolability of such confi- . 
dence is essential to the functioning of the constitutional office of 
the Presidency, it will be necessary to withhold from public scrutiny 
certain papers and classes of papers for varying periods of time. 
Therefore: 

(a) I hereby reserve the right to restrict the use and availability 
of any Materials to which this agreement applies, irrespective 
of the time when such Materials may have been, or may be 
delivered to the United States, for ;uch time as I, in my sole 
discretion, may from time to time specify, and 'such restrictions 
shall be adhered to ~nd observed in all respects ·for as long a 
period of time as may be specified or until such restrictions 
are revoked or terminated by me or persons authorized to act 
on my behalf with respect thereto, or as otherwise provided 
in tliis agreement. 

(b) During my tenure as Presid.ent of the United States any 
Materials accepted and deposited pursuant to paragraph 1, 
above, shall be made available by display or otherwise for 
public inspection, · research or other use subject to restric
tions (1) imposed at time of delivery of possession thereof 
to the United States; (2) as otherwise provided for in this 
agreement; and {3} as may be imposed by me or by persons 
authorized to act for me with regard thereto. 

(c) Archival pers'onnel of the United States designated by the 
Administra'tor of General Services shall review the Materials 
to which this agreement applies and any Materials in the 
following categories shall be placed under seal of restriction: 

(i} Materials containing statements which may in any manner 
be used to inju:i;e, embarrass, or harass any person, or 
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Materials which may in any manner be prejudicial to the 
conduct of foreign relations of the United States of :A.merica, 
or Materials containing statements made by or to me •in 
confidence. 

(ii} Defense information that has been security classified 
pursuant to law or Executive order: Provided that such 
information may be declassified or otherwise made 

. available in accordance with the procedures established· 
by law or Executive order governing availability of 
security-classified' information. · 

{iii) Papers relating to my family or private affairs, and 
papers relating to the families or private affairs of 
persons who have had correspondence with me • 

. {d} All Material restricted pursuant to this agreement shall be 
reviewed from time to time by Archival personnel designated 
by the Administrator of General Services, the restrictions 
removed therefrom, and the Materials made available for 
public display ~nd research use as soon as the passage of 
time or other circumstances no longer require such Materials 
being kept under restriction: Provided that restrictions 
imposed on Materials by paragraph Z(b). above, shall not 
be removed during my tenure as President without·my 
personal approval or the approval of per sons authorized 
to act for me with respect thereto. 

(e} Materials placed under r~striction pursuant to this agreement 
shall not be made available to anyone or their contents divulged 
to anyone {including public officials} except (1) persons auth
orized under the terms of paragraph 5 below and (2) Archival 
personnel designated by the Administrator of General Services 
when performing essential archival work processes on such 
papers under the supervision of the Administrator of General 
Services: Provided that access to security-classified materials 
shall be made . available in accordance with the procedures 
established by law or Executive orders. 

3. All unrestricted'materials shall upon {a) deposit in the Lyndon 
Baines Johnson Library and {b) expiration of my tenure as President, 
be made available for public display and inspection, · and made equally 
accessible to all competent private persons interested in using the 
materials for study and scholarly research purposes subject to regu
latfons issued by the Administrator of General Services governing 

,, 
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the use of materials in the Library: Provided that such materials 
may be made available for display, inspection and research purposes 
prior to the expiration of my tenure as President with my personal 
approval. 

4. This offer shall not and is not intended to apply to or embrace such 
i~ems which I determine to be of special or private interest to the 
personal and family affairs of myself, my wife and children, and I 
specifically reserve the right to retain title and possession and to 
regain possession of any such items that I, in my sole discretion, 
may determine to be excluded from the purview of this gift, irre
spective of the fact that such items may have been theretofore 
delivered to the United States. 

5. All Materials transferred to the United States pursuant to this 
agreement shall be freely accessible to me or my wife or to per
sons designated by me in writing, subject to the provisions of 
applicable law and Executive orders governing availability of 
security-classified information. 

6. Subject to restrictisns imposed by or pursuant to this agreement, 
all Materials transferred to the United States pursuant to this 
agreement shall be subject to the right of the Administrator in his 
discretion (a) to make temporary loans thereof to such persons, 
organizations or institutions as he shall determine; (b) to dispose 
by sale, exchange or other':'ise of any such papers or historical 
materials which he may determine to have no permanent value or 
historical interest or to be surplus to the needs of the Lyndon 
Baines Johnson Library; and (c) ~o remove from the said Library 
any and all of such papers or historical materials if he shall deem 
it necessary to preserve them from threatened destruction. 

7. I hereby assign to the United States all my literary property rights 
in all papers transferred to the United States in accordance with 
the terms and conditions of this agreement, except that I reserve 
to myself and my heirs (a) the right to make any use of such papers 
and (b) all literary property rights in any works that I have written 
or may hereafter V{rite for publication, including the right t~ license 
the publication ~f such material. 

8. The offer of the Materials to which this agreement is applicable 
is conditioned upon the United States, acting by and through the 
Administrator of General Services, entering into an agreement 
with .the University of Texas to utilize as a Presidential Archival 
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Depository the space and facilities to be constructed, furnished, 
equipped and made available by it for such use without transfer 
of title, and upon agreement by the United States to maintain and 
operate the Library at all times thereafter as a Presidential 
Archival Depository for the preservation of such Materials, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 507(f)(l) (44 U.S. C. 
397{f)( 1)) of the Federal Property and Administrative Services 
Act of 1949,· as amended. 

Honorable Lawson B. Knott, Jr. 
Administrator of General Services 
Washington, D. C. • 
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UNfTED STATES GOVERNi\fE"KT 

il/Ieraorandum 
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

Washington, D.C. 20405 

_, 

TO Archivist - N 

Date: 

FROM Special Assistant to the General Counsel - LL 

In reply refer to: 
SUBJECT: Lynq.on Baines Johnson Library 

Transmitted herewith is the original letter dated December 12, 1966, 
from the President to Mr. Knott expressing approval of certain steps 
taken to accomplish the realization of the Lyndon Baines Johnson 
Library, and designating Mr. Knott as his agent to express approval 
to the University of Texas. 

This document is deemed an integral part of the historical development 
of the LBJ Library. 

Enclosure 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on tlze Payroll Savings Plan 

... 

, 
' · 

·-·· -". ---· - ------------------J 
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THE \\'HITE HOCSE 

\\".\SHI:-.:GTO~ 

December 12, 1966 

\ 

Dear Mr. Knott: 

I am gratified with .the progress that has been made toward 
the construction of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library, 
and in accordance with the University of Texas I proposal of 
August 6, 1965, it now appears to be the appropriate time 
to record approval of certain actions proposed by the 
University in order that the University may proceed with 
plans for the construction of the Library. 

The design concept of the Library, the proposed site of 
the Library, its orientation on the selected site, and the 
physical relationship of the Library with other University 
facilities have been explained and demonstrated to me 
during several conferences with representatives of the 
University of Texas and the architects. I have viewed 
and examined models that portray the site of the Library, 
its orientation on the selected 14-acre site, its relation
ship to other University facilities, and the physical and 
design characteristics of the Library itself. In addition, 
I have examined drawings of the proposed Library building. 
Based upon these presentations to rrJ.e, . I am satisfied with 
the selection of the firms of Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, 
New York City, and Brooks, Barr, Graeber and White, 
Austin, Texas, as architects for the Library. I am also 
satisfied with the site selected for the Library building, 
its design concept, its orientation on the selected site, 
and its relationship with other University facilities. 
Accordingly, I desire at this time to appoint you as my 
designee to convey formally my approval of the following 
to the University of Texas: 

1. Selection of the architect or architects; 

2. The design concept of the Library; 
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The site of the Library and its orientation on the 
selected site; and 

4. The physical relationship of the Library with other 
University facilities. 

Please keep me advised of developments in this regard. 

Honorable Lawson B. Knott, Jr. 
Administrato·r of General Services 
Washington, D. C. 20405 

I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHil':GTON 

December 19, 1968 

Dear Mr. K.._--,_ott: \ 

In my letter to you of August 13, 1965, I offered my 
Presidential and other papers and historical materials 
(therein defined as Materials} as a gift to the United 
States for the purpose of ultimate deposit in the 
Lyndon Baines Johnson Library. My offer further ex
pressed this objective: to make the Materials available 
for the purpose of study and research -- as soon as 
possible and to the fullest extent possible. 

That offer was accepted by you on August 17, 1965. 

The President is the recipient of many confidences of 
others. The inviolability of these confidences is essen
tial to the proper conduct of the Office of the Presidency. 
It becomes necessary, therefore, to withhold from public 
scrutiny certain papers and certain classes of papers for 
varying periods of time. Accordingly, my offer contained 
the following provision in paragraph 2{a}: 

"I hereby reserve the right to restrict the use 
and availability of any Materials to which this 
agreement applies, irrespective of the time when 
such Materials may have been, or may be delivered 
to the United States, for such time as I, in my sole 
discretion, may from time to time specify, and 
such restrictions shall be adhered to and obse"T:"ved 
in all respects for as long a period of time as may 
be s~ecified or until such restrictions are ·revoked 
or terminated by me or persons authorized to act 
on my behalf with respect thereto, ior as otherwise 
provided in this agreement. 11 ! 
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The voimnc! of manuscript papers included in the lviaterials 
avcJ.iiable for deposit under the tern1s of our agree2nent now 
c:.:c e eds 22 rn.illion pages. A significant future growth in 
volume is a.:.'1.ticipa.ted7 ·pei-haps to a total in excess of 30 
rr,illion cliiferent pages. 

Thc s.:! 1'.1ate:::-ials must be reviewed to determi..-r1e which of 
the2n must be restricted and the nature of the restriction. 
This re"'rie'l.7 will require a meticulously careful, thorough 
and thne-consuming a'!'lalysis. There are certain papers 
I will be obliged to restr;ict personally from access to others. 

To fulfill my stated objective of making the lvlaterictls available 
fo-r study and research as early and as fully as possible -- and 
to avoid any extensive delay inconsistent with that objective -
a staff should be assembled to perform this revie'l.v promptly 
u.:.-ider g 1.1i<lelines and instructions I will provide. A sufficient 
nmnber of qualified perso:n_-r1el should be assigned to revlew as 
much of this material as possible during the next five years 
when I can devote a large part of my time to supervising this 
review. 

I am. advised that within the Executive Departments and 
Agencies -- from which significant portions of these Materials 
,vcre developed -- there are person ... "1el familiar with the 
lvfateria.ls and the process of conducting the official business 
of government. Because of such familiarity, these persons 
wou.lcl be far b~tter qualified than persons less acquai,. .. ted with 
th ,_~ 1/faterials to nnderta_~e the necessary review and cnalysis 
in order to protect our Nation1 s best interests. 

-
I arn advised that Section 208(c} of the Federal Property and 
Adrninistrativc Services Act 0£ 1949, as amended~ authorizes 
the Aclm.inistrator of General Services~ in carrying out the 
responsibilities imposed upon him. by that Act: 

"to utilize in his 2.gency the services of officials, 
officers, and other personnel in other execut ive 
aicncies, including personnel of the a1·med services;) 

with the c01u;ent oi the heacl of the agency concerned. 11 
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It is n1y understanding that you cn.n co;.-n.plcte arrangern.ents 
with the Heads o:£ the Departments and Agencies concerned. 
to utilize the services of responsible a.nd knowledgeable 
officials, officers and other govern...-rnent personnel to perform 
the r eview and analysis of the Materials, in keeping with 
paragraph 2{a) of my offer of gift. 

Accordingly, when, pursua-c.t to the provisions of law cited 
above, such government career and service person..-iel, 
acceptable to me, are assigned to review under my direction 
the classified and technical :Materials involved, I will turn 
over to the General Services Ad.:.-ninistration from time to time 
the Materials \vi.thin the scope of my offer of gift. 

In addition to the review of the 1'11aterials required by paragraph 
2{a) of my offer of gift, another re,.riew is required by paragraph 
2{c). That review contemplates an analysis of the Material by 
archival personnel. .AJ.1.y of t..'1.e :Materials falling in t..h.e three 
categories specified in paragraph 2(c} must be placed under 
seal of restriction. 

The arrangements I have proposed in this letter for the purposes 
of the paragraph 2(a} review should enhance, complement, and 
expedite the review required by paragraph 2(c}. These new 
arrz-·:1gements should hasten the time in which the :Materials can 
be made available for res ear ch and study in conformity with my 
funda...-nental objective, as stated in my ofier of gift. 

I should appreciate your advice whether you accept this letter -
2.s an amendment of my offer of gift dated August 13, 1965, 
accepted by you on August 17, 1965. 

Sincerely, 

~\' ~ ~ ;1f G 
l -?\"\._•.-~ t'- . - f\;C\.,-JY ),-..;j •/ !_A....-,;>--___ _ 

•J~ ~ .:r ., ~ 

J : , ;-i 
l 1 (·· 
l ! '¾ 
1 f J 4 

i, t l 
~ J 

Honorable Lawson B. Knott, Jr. 
Adrni.nistrator 

General Services Administration 

•:r ashlngton, D. C. 

I 
i 
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THE STATE OF TEXAS I 

COUN'TY OF BLANCO l 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: :·~ 

. That I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, _of Blanco County. Texas, being 
of sound and disposing mind and memory, do make, publish and declare 
this to be my Last Will and Testament, hereby_ rev<h1d.ng all other wills 
-~nd codicils by me heretofore made. 

SECTION I. J 

In this will I .am dispos_ing of my interest in the community estm:e 
of my.wife, CLAUDIA T. JOHNSON, and me. I am not endeavoring to 
dispose of the interest of my wife in our community estate e.""Ccepc such 
interest, If any, · as _she might have in my papers in case 1 have not dis-.. I 

"· posed of all of my interest therein during my lifetime. . Unless such 
papers are my s.eparate property, I own no separate property_ 

SECTION II. 

In the administration of my ~state and of- eadi n-usc esrablished 
hereunder and in connection with the construction of tiilirwilL- the-follow

. · - ·· · inCT shall obtain: 
. . 0 

•c..:.· ... , ' . . 
..,,, 

. {a} The word ·"executor" shall embrace both the 
&i.ngufa.r and the plural. 

. ~ The word "trustee" shall embrace both the 
singular and the plural. 

· {c} . _The word "child" and the word "children'"' shall 
embrace borh the singular and the plural and shall also 
include an adopted _child or adopted children. 
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(j) To MARY RATHER, the sum of Three Thousand 
Dollars ($3, 000); 

(k). To JUANITA ROBERTS, the sum of Three Thousand
Dolla,rs ($3, 000); 

(1) To MILDREN STEGALL, the sum of Three Thousand 
Dollars ($3, 000); 

- (m) To MARY MARGARET WILEY VALENTI. the sum 
of~ree ;hou:Sarid Dollars ($3,000); 

-~, . ru,• ViJo 
.'t _· · (n) To~ONG ~Ii the sum of Three Thousand Dollars 

($3, 000); t _ 

, "(o) To ZEPHYR WRIGHT, the sum of Three Thousand 
Dollars ($3, 000); 

- · SECTION VII 

_ __ _ . -• l- give and bequeath to my friends, DALE MALACHEK and JEWEL 
MALACHEK or the,survi_vor of them the sum of Twenry--five Thousand Dollars 
($25. 000)~ . - . 

SECTION VIII 

· _ ·-_ ·_ : ... . My executor in his absolute and sole discretion may- satisfy the 
gifts· made in Sections VI and VII fo cash or in property of-an equivalent value 
or in :a combination of cash and property of an equivalencv.a.lue_ 

· • .. . . . 

SECTION IX. p __ 
-i-~ve and bequeath, including any community· interest that my 

_- _wife; CLAUDIA T. JOHNSON, _may have therein. to the Um..ted.Scates of 
: ~-Jtinerica-for inclusion in the Presidential~Archival Depository-known or 

.. cct ?le kno,.vn as the LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON LIBRARY for adm:ini.scra
ti~il therein by its authorities, all of my Presidential and other papers. 
documents,' historical materials, mementos, obje·cts or arr and other 
memorabilia, including but not limited to books. motion pictures, - still . 
pictures, and sound records (all of which are hereinafter called .. materials") 

-. of which I die seized or possessed and which relate to my life and work. 
-subj.ect to the conditions set forth in the letter dated August 13. 1965,. signed 
by ·me and addressed to Lawson 13. Knott, Jr., Administrator of General 

·Services Adminisq;ation of the United States of America. concerning the 
establishment of said Presidential Archival Depository; provided~ however, 
the gift hereby made is without any reservation of any intervening interest: 

· .. -.· 

..., 
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or right to the actual possession or enjoyment of said materials in my 
estate or my family. I_ hereby complete the gift of such materials not 
other,vise pre,.,iously transferred during my lifetime as proposed in my 
said letter of August 13, 1965, and I hereby incorporare by reference 
said letter in this my last will and testament. The gift of such materials 
of which I may die seized or possessed is made by this provision of chis 
my last will a.1d testamem in lieu of a Deed of Gift with respect to such 

),,...-property executed during my lifetime. · 

., . . SECTION X. 

Alf of the ·rest and residue of my es-rate of every kind and 
~haraccer, real, personal and mixed of which I may die seized and possessed 
or co which l may be entitled at the time of. my death.~ I give .. devise and be
queath. unto my wife, CLAUDIA T. JOHNSON, and her substitute or successOl:' 
trustees or trustee, IN TRUST, for the following uses and purposes and 
~ubfect to the following provisions: . · 

(a) Upon my death, the trustee shall divide and partition 
the trust property into two parts of equal value_ One of said 
parts shall be designated as THE LYNDA BIRD JOHNSON 
l\OBB TRUST. and shall represent and be held and ad.minister-

. ed. for the benefit 9f·my daughter,_ LYNDA BIRD JOHNSON ROBB.,. 
·and tlle ·_descendants of my ~aid daughter all as hereinafter 

· · more particularized. The other of said ~ shall be designat-
. ed THE LUCI BAINES JOHNSON NUGENr TRUST and shall 
represent and·be held and administered for .the benefit of my 
daughter, LUCI BAh'\JES JOHNSON NUGENT~ and Che descend
ants of my . said daughter, all as hereinafter more particularized.. 
Each. of said crusts shall be held and adrnioisten-:d. as a separa.ce_ 

.. and distinct trust, subject to and governed by; the-pro'lisiorrs 
· .. hereinafter set forth. If, howeverr at tlle time of my ~eath,.. 
· either child of mine above named should be- dead with.out 

descendants her surviving, then che truscwhich would other-, 
wise be created hereunder and designated by the name of the, 
~ticular deceased . child of mine shall not be created and the· 
assets and property which would otherwise te allocared and , 
partitioned co_ the trust not so created shall become and be a . 
part of tne ocher crust authorized to be created hereunder_ 

. Cc) The trustee, if and while the pa...-rt.icu.Iar child of 
mine whose name designates the pa.rti.cular rrusc is living 
and during the continuance of that trust, shall pay at such 

570 

:.· ---· 
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deductions and make such adjustment of tax between 
_ principal and i_nconie as he may think equitable. Any 
dete;rminacion s0_ made by my executor shall be binding 
· and conclusive upon all interested parties. 

(c) My executor shall have full power and authority 
to pay all costs, taxes, expenses and charges in connection 
wi_th his administration of my estate and to reimburse him
self for any and all actual expenses which he may reason -
ably incur in the aqministration of my estate. 

_ (d) No executor shall be liable for any action taken 
or:· ·not taken or for any loss or depreciation in value of 
any property in my estate whether due to an error in 
judgment or othenvise where such executor has exercised 
good faith and ordinary diligence in the exercise of his · 
duties; and no executor shall be liable for any mistake of 
laW- or fact. · · 

.. ; · <. (~). Except to the extent that the same are not consistent 
wtth the p;-ovisions of this Section XVI, in which event the · 

. provisions of this section, shall control, my executor shall 
ii.ave-and exercise all of the rights, powers and privileges 

- ~d:be- subject to all of the duties, responsibilities, con-
-ditions and. !imitations conferred and imposed upon the 
-trustee in Section XI. 

. ,, __ ., : .__ _ . . · Thi~ 1 ~ake and _publish as my Last Vfµl. .and Tes~,~ent~ -kere
. unto suosctibins my ri~ in the presence of ~ . li\ /~ 

a-nd_~\ili!L,, \ ~ , who have, at my'request and. 
in•--"?,Y. presence and in the presence of each oc}Je_;;. also stf\scrlbed their 

. nnm~s as attesting witnesses, all on this 'y.S -~y of U&k:, .; 
19'72. . . . . . 71 \, - . . . . . . . u t' . 0 

-lo-.· , 

_,. 
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We, the under.signed persons of lawful age, have on this day, 
at the request of LYNDON S. JOHNSON, witnessed his signature to the 
foreioing Last Will and Testament in the presence of each of us, and \Ve 

have, at the same ti.me arid in his presence and in the presence of each 
other, subscribed our names hereto as attest ing witnesses. 

£).J.a),.,#_ 
Witness 

Address 

~u.ci-d~ 
. - . · Address • 1 

7 Wimess . 
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THE STATE OF TEXAS ~ 
2 

COUNTY OF BEXAR ~ 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authori~y/ on this day personally 
appz:d LYNDON B. JOHNSON, Mi l{e. ff t) w a~.,£._ and 

. ·,") be_-c/: J1 av- +-h , known to me to be the testator and 
witnesses, respectively, whose names are subscribed to the annexed and 
for~going instrument in their respective. capacities, and all of said persons 
being by me duly sworn the said LYNDON B. JOfu'lSON. Testator. declared· 
to me and to the said: wfrnesses in my presence that said inscrum~t is his. 
Last Will and Testament -and that he had willingly made and executed it as 
his free ac;t and deed and for the purposes therein eA-pressed; ·a·ncf _the said 
wi.messes; each on his oath, stated to me ·in the presence and hearing of· 

. the said Testator that the said Testator had declared to them -~at the said· 
instrument· is his Last Will and Testament and that he executed the .~me 
as such and ·wanted each of them to sign ir- as a wimess; and upon their 
oaths each witness stated further that they did sign the same as wimesses 
in the presence of the s~id Te.stator and at his request;. and· that he was at 
that time over eighteen years of age and was of sound m ind; and that each 

. of said witnesses was tlien at r4"' f~;'ijears Oiage_ 

. \~"w~ .. --
\ . Ly,~on B- ]/son 
JVJr J& ibd.,~---£) 

Witness ., 

. t:l/..'fe__ iJ ;,-£:-
Witness 

SUBSCRIBED· A1 iD ACKNOWLEDGED BEFORE ME by the said 
LYNDON B. _JOHNSO~e/hor, and subscribe9-,md S\'rorn to before 
m~ by the sa id t'J~ e.. · 1 o 1.-1/: ;e,vd. and J( ~ b e..yT JV t1-d:h .. ,. 
witnesses, thi s 2..:::i ->tday of ;:r:u ~Y- , 197_ _ . 

My comm ission expires . i 

Jtme 1, 1973. 

. 0 - · · , .fJ'1I ___c;t <11,A-c./, __ n;J~ l Mc/rz -
Notary fut.lie, Bexar Co..im:y. Texas 

-20-
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Th'E-. ST.ATE- OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF TR.AV IS 

I 
I 
I 

I. oo;us sa:toP:.HI?.E , Clerk of the County Courts c:r Travis 

County, Texas; do hereby Certify that the foregoing pages 

contain a true and correct copy of the following; 

1. WILL VOL. 570, PAGE 520 

. : - .. 

34,922 ESTATE OF LYNDON B. JOENSON, DE~SED . 
_,_..;. ___ , ________________________ _ 

as the same appear on file in ~y ·office and of record (Book 

and page as shown above ) Proba t e Minutes cf t h:e County Cqurt 

et Travis County. Texas. 

wrrrrass EilY hand and seal of office on this the __ .;:;3.;;:0:..:Tii'""'~=:.---

day of ___ .,;;A.;;,;P;_:P~.!::.;L::;.... ____ A. D. , 19 73. 

DORIS SHROPSHIRE 
Cle.rk ~ Cotu1ty Courts. 
~rav10~xcis _ 

B~~~~.4
1 

Dept:tT 
~ - ~ 
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THE GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY 



FORD LIBRARY INDEX 

PICTURE OF FORD PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY 

PICTURE OF ARCHITECT'S CONCEPTUAL DRAWING OF 
FORD PRESIDENTIAL MUSEUM 

STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR LIBRARY 

STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR MUSEUM 

MAP OF MICHIGAN 

PRINCIPAL .LIBRARY HOLDINGS DATA 

RESEARCHER DATA 

FUNDRAISING SUMMARY 

PERTINENT DOCUMENTS 



l GERALD R. FORD 
R•S D ·NTIAL LIBRARY----., 



G E R A L D R. F O R D P R E S I D E N T I A L M U S E U M 

GERALD R. FORD 
PRESIDENTIAL MUSEUM 
ct ' s Conceptional Dra wing ) 

GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN 

ARCHITECT • MARVIN O[WINHR ASSO IA rt~ 



CONSTRUCTED BY: 

SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

APPROXIMATE COST: 

DEDICATION DATE: 

SITE: 

BUILDING: 

GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 

University of Michigan 

University of Michigan; private donations. 

$10,000,000 (Cost of library and museum) 

Projected for the spring of 1981. 

4.2 acres 

30,450 square feet of floor space 

FORD UBRPRi 

..__I _1 
~L Av£. 



CONSTRUCTED BY: 

SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

APPROXIMATE COST: 

DEDICATION DATE: 

SITE: 

BUILDIN_G: 

GERALD R. FORD MUSEUM 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Gerald R. Ford Conmemorative Committee 

Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee; 
State of Michigan; private donations. 

Included in library cost. 

Projected for the fall of 1981. 

4. 63+ acres 

28,300 square feet of floor space 

G~R..f?PJJ 
PR£JID[)(T!fll /1!.J5£IJ/1 

~L) ~P!Ll5 
/'1/CHIGAN 

/f00/770NAL. 

P.A,R.lq'Nt:o A-Nb 
PA-Rk:LA-N,l) 

MUSEUM 
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~/Ford 
Q Museum 

1'9::-----1-96 
I ""~=~~-Rapids 

US-131 

k,bKalwnazoo 

Mileage From Ann Arbor: 

Detroit 38 

Flint 55 

Grand Rapids 126 

Kalamazoo 97 

Toledo 49 

Lansing 58 

Mich. 
♦ State 

23 
Ford I-9Q~ 
Library-._ /4' · 
~ Detroit 

Ann 7+ \ ♦ Wayne State 
Arbor us-23 

Legend: 

-Library 

Q Toledo Oh. 
~µ_ , 

♦ Major College Or University 

Q Metropolitan Area 

,1\ Scheduled Air Service 

0 Museum 



Personal Papers 
(millions of pages) 

LIBRARY Presidential Total 

Hoover 1.1 5.6 

Roosevelt 10.5 15.7 

Truman 6.3 12.1 

Eisenhower 8.8 18.2 

Kennedy 6.8 27.3 

Johnson 15.7 25.4 

Ford ll. 6 14.7 

PRINCIPAL LIBRARY HOLDINGS 
September 30, 1980 

Still Photos Film 
(Items) (Feet) 

24,500 40 

126,600 303,400 

73,900 301,900 

104,900 597,700 

116,200 6,022,000 

556,900 803,700 

310,000 700,000 

· Video Oral 
Tape Museum Books & History 

(Hours) Objects Seriels ~es) 

3 4,100 46,900 9,500 

10 22,100 77,300 2,900 

17 18,500 111,200 36,800 

10 26,600 50,300 21,900 

166 13,900 48,800 29,600 

4,600 37,700 25,600 35,300 

882 6,800 7,400 
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PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES 

RESEI\RClll:m§_ 

l\pplications l\pprovcc1jPereon ITaye · 

/\ctivitx_ · FY 1975 FY 1976 FY 1977 FY 1970 FY 1979 FY 1980 . 
lloovcr 71/ 498 67/ 754 43/ 427 · 59/ 528 89/ 958 113/ 614 

Roosevelt 394/1,361 438/1,770 392/1,303 381/1,535 332/1,097 512/1,603 

Trllr.\an 190/ 880 298/1,299 293/ 886 190/ 985 245/ 785 303/ 984 

Eisenhower 100/ 390 130/ . 625 90/ 484 106/ 496 97/ 527 116/ 625 -_:__ __ _ 

Kennedy 158/ 682 160/ 728 211/1,123 . 208/ 878 172/ 785 .~ 610/1,419 

Johnson 163/1,243 142/1,055 235/1,297 · 152/l, 797 176/1,5331' 190/1,618 
--- -- --...a--,._ -- --Ford --- --- --- --- 19/ p2 . 32/ 119 - - -

· TOTALS ·1,076/5,054 l,235/6,23~ l,264/5,520 l,104/6,219 1 1 130/5,807 l,876/6,982 

( 
' 



THE GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY 

The Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee, a non-profit 
corporation, was established when Congressman Ford was appointed 
Vice President. The purpose of this organization was to honor 
Ford's service to the country. The membership was comprised 
mainly of prominent civic leaders from the Grand Rapids area. 

Major planning and fundraising efforts, however, did not 
commence until after President Ford had committed his papers 
and memorabilia to the government for the purposes of establishing 
his Presidential library. At that time, the National Archives, 
President Ford, the University of Michigan, and the City of 
Grand Rapids, agreed to place a Ford museum in Grand Rapids and 
a Ford Library at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 

The Gerald R. Ford Library/Museum Fund was established under 
the Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee to actually receive 
the funds and fundraise for both facilities. The principal 
fundraiser for both the library and museum was President Ford. 
He was greatly assisted by several business leaders in Michigan, 
the Vice President for Development at the University of Michigan, 
and a professional fundraising organization retained by the 
University. Major contributors were foundations and individuals 
in Michigan and other individuals throughout the United States 
and abroad who had served in the Ford Administration or who 
for other reasons had an interest in honoring President Ford. 
The University also offered several sites on its campus for 
the library, and received no compensation for the final site 
selected there. The library itself, however, was paid for 
out of funds collected for this purpose by the foundation. 

In Grand Rapids, the city, county and state, made major 
contributions toward the construction costs for the building 
of the museum. The state appropriated $1 million in each of 
three years to be disbursed through the city to construct the 
museum building. The county also contributed funds for land
scaping and other exterior appointments. The land for the 
museum building was donated to the Committee by the city at 
no cost to them. 



Mr. Jay Solomon, Administrator 
General Services Administration 
Washington, D.C. 20405 

Re: Gerald R. Ford Museum 

Dear Mr. Solomon: 

Pursuant to the Presidential Libraries Act, 44 U.S.C. 
2107-08, the Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee ("Committee") 
is pleased to offer as a gift to the United States of America, 
that land ("Premises") in the State of Michigan, County of 
Kent, City of Grand Rapids, described as follows: 

That property bounded by the present 
north line of Pearl Street, the south 
line of Douglas Street, the east line 
of Scribner Avenue, and the east line 
of Front Avenue, with the exception 
of Lot 1 and the north 15 feet of Lot 4 of 
Black 9 of J. W. Converse Plat, City of 
Grand Rapids, located on the southwestern 
corner of -Douglas and Front Avenue; 
together with that property bounded by 
the _present south line of Pearl Street, 
the ·west bank of the Grand River, the 
north line of Consolidated Rail Cor
poration's railroad property, and the 
east line of Scribner Avenue. 

The offer of the Committee is based upon the follow
ing background information and is subject to the following 
conditions: 



Mr. Jay Solomon 
Page 2 

1. By a grant dated December 14, 1976 {"President Ford 
Grant"), President Gerald R. Ford offered to the United 
States of America, all of President Ford's rights, title, 
and interest in certain materials of historical, edu
cational, and commemorative value associated with his 
life and work. This offer by the Committee is subject 
to the terms and conditions of the President Ford Grant, 
including acceptance by the United States of the gift 
intended by President Ford. 

2. The President Ford Grant, on page 5, contained the 
following restrictions and acknowledgements, express
ing his reasons for his offer to the United States: 

" 

"{e) To enable the United States to 
maintain and operate a museum in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, as another facility of 
my Presidential archival depository, in a 
building to be provided by an appropriate 
organization, for housing and exhibiting 
the many articles of commemorative and 
educational value among the conveyed 
materials, together with tangible gifts 
received by the United States during and 
because of my service as President, where 
they will be readily available for viewing 
by the people in the area of my home town 
whom I represented in the Congress for 
25 years and by interested visitors, 
researchers, educators and students from 
throughout the nation in the manner that 
similar materials of former Presidents 
Hoover, Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower, 
and Johnson have become available within 
their respective home areas for that 
purpose." 

3. In the President Ford Grant, also on page 5, the Committee 
was acknowledged by the President for its role in assisting 
with development of the Gerald R. Ford Museum: 

"(f) To express my deep appreciation 
to the people of the State of Michigan and 
to the University for their many benefits 
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to me and helpful influences upon my life, 
and to demonstrate my grateful cooperation 
with the University, the citizens of my 
former Congressional district, especially 
the members and supporters of the p·resent 
Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee, and 
other interested persons in their plans to 
raise the necessary funds for the construction 
of the archival facility and the museum which, 
when in operation with the materials conveyed, 
will serve as national resources of historical, 
commemorative, and educational importance." 

4. Again, in Appendix B to the President Ford Grant, 
Section 2, the President stated: 

"The museum collection is to be located 
as soon as practicable on a permanent 
basis within Grand Rapids, Michigan, or 
its environs after a suitable building 
for that purpose has been provided by an 
appropriate organization (such as the 
Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee or 
other local civic group, a municipality 
or State agency, the University or another 
institution of higher learning) which shall 
be designated as the Gerald R. Ford Museum. 11 

5. The Committee functioned as an unincorporated association 
until its incorporation as a non-profit corporation under 
the laws of the State of Michigan on January 6, 1977~ 
The Articles of Incorporation of the Committee include 
the following statement of purpose in Article II(A): 

"The corporation ma'y acquire by pur
chase, grant, devise, or gift land, build
ings, and equipment in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
or its environs for use as the 'Gerald R. 
Ford Museum,' all in accordance with a 
certain grant by Gerald R. Ford to the 
United States of America, dated December 14, 
1976, concerning certain of his papers and 
other historical materials, and other papers 
and historical materials relating to or con
temporary with Gerald R. Ford." 

I 
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The Committee is an organization exempt from federal 
taxation under Section SOl(c) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 

6. The chief executive officer of the Committee is Jordan 
Sheperd, Chairman, and he has executed this offer pur
suant to a resolution by the Board of Trustees of. the 
Committee adopted on July 13, 1978. This offer has been 
attested by Thomas Heywood, Secretary of the Committee, 
certifying that this offer is made under the authority 
of the Board of Trustees, as the free act and deed of 
the Committee. 

7. This offer is made from the conviction that the United 
States historical experience is unique, that the life 
and times of President Ford are essential elements of 
that experience, and that the preservation and display 
of the museum materials from the era of President Ford 
will memorialize his role in history and will enlarge 
our individual and collective vision, hopes, and his
torical appreciation. 

8. The Gerald R. Ford Museum ("Museum") is in the develop
ment stage, with the beginning of construction anticipated 
in mid-1979. Funds for the Museum building are 
being raised by private contributions through a coop
erative effort of the Committee and the University of 
Michigan. In this joint effort, the University of 
Michigan will construct and offer for use to the 
United States, a depository for the Gerald R. Ford 
Library. The Committee and the University have been 
assisted by the Gerald R. Ford Library-Museum Fund 
in fund raising and it is anticipated that the com
bined fund raising goal for bpth depositories of more 
than $7,000,000 will be met or exceeded. The invaluable 
cooperation of the State of Michigan and the City of 
Grand Rapids, including their respective elected rep
resentatives and appointed officials, has made location 
of the Museum in Grand Rapids possible. The City and 
State h-ave cooperated in making available to the Com
mittee the land necessary for the Museum building, at 
no cost to the Committee. In addition, the City of 
Grand Rapids has assisted in planning and development 
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of the Museum. As a demonstration of the City's 
efforts to locate the Museum in Grand Rapids, the 
City and the Committee have entered into an agree
ment for the Museum, a copy of which is . attached 
as Exhibit A. 

9. As noted in Exhibit A, the Committee does not now 
have title to the Premises. The offer of the Com
mittee contained in this letter will be performed 
by the Committee in accordance with the acquisition 
schedule and the conditions noted in Section 7 of 
Exhibit A. The Committee calls your attention to 
Section 12 of Exhibit A, wherein the United States 
is expressly named as a beneficiary of the Agreement 
between the City and the Committee. 

10. Upon acceptance of this offer, and when directed by 
the United States, the Committee will grant and con
vey all of its right, title, and interest in the 
Premises and improvements, including the Museum 
building, to the United States. The further terms 
and conditions of the conveyance from the Committee 
are contained in Exhibit A, the terms of which are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 

11. This offer to the United States is made upon the 
condition that the Premises and Museum be used for 
Museum or related purposes. 

12. The Committee may continue to operate as an auxiliary 
organization for the benefit of the Museum and for the 
memorialization of President Ford. However, this offer 
is not conditioned on any agreement being reached be
tween the United States and the Committee as to the 
future role of the Committee. 

13. The Museum building will be a triangular shaped build- · 
ing, with parking areas, access routes, and notable 
physical features as described on the report attached 
as Exhibit B, which has been prepared by the architects 
for the Museum, Marvin DeWinter Associates. 
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14. The Committee and its architect have been in continual 
contact with your office and with the General Services 
Administration regarding the Museum's safety, adequacy, 
and conformance to required standards. The Committee 
and its architect will continue to confer with your 
office and the GSA throughout the development and 
construction of the Museum. 

15. The Museum is expected to be substantially completed 
and ready for occupancy early in 1981, but no later 
than September 1, 1981. Conveyance to the United 
States of the Premises and the Museum building will 
be made upon substantial completion or when requested 
by the United States, whichever shall first occur, but 
subject to the acquisition schedule in Exhibit A. 

16. The Committee acknowledges that your acceptance of this 
offer is conditional until your report concerning the 
Museum is submitted to Congress and has lain before 
Congress for a period of 60 calendar days of continuous 
session or has received congressional approval. 

ATTEST: 

Thomas Heywoo'-a., Secretary 
Gerald Ford Commemorative 

Committee, Inc. 

GERALD R. FORD COMMEMORATIVE 
CJ~TTEE) INC. 

(__ ~~ By / ·., 

/
-crordanSheperd 

. Its Chairman 

On behalf of the United States of America, I accept the offer of the 
Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee upon the completion of the 
contingency cited in paragraph (16) above. 

MAY 2 3 1979 
Date 




