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EMORANDUM FOR: Craig L. Fuller
Deputy Assistant to the President
Director, Office of Cabinet Administration
The white House

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Secretary Regan's April
2 request that he be designated chairman of the U.S. J.S.S.R.
Commercial Commission and the U.S.-PRC Joint Economic Committee. I
believe that the intent of the trade reorganization and the changing
focus of the commissions' work on trade matters argue strongly for
transfer of the chairmanship of these commissions to the Secretary
of Commerce. The transfer would also consolidate the chairmanships
of all communist country commercial/economic commissions handling
trade matters in one department, lending consi tency to our
commercial dealin¢ with foreign governments and bringing the
Commissions into line with the tra¢ reorganization.

There now exist five commercial and economic commissions with the
communist countries. The Joint American-Polish Trade Commission,
the Joint Romani a-American Economic Commission, and the U.S.-
Hungarian Joint Economic and Commercial Committee have, since their
inception, been chaired by Commerce. The U.S.-U.S.S.R. Joint
Commercial Commission at its inception in 1972, and during its most
active period, was chaired by Commerce. The single meeting of the
recently-formed U.S.-PRC Joint Economic Committee was chaired by
Treasury. Although son of tl se commissions are termed commercial
while others are identified as economic, in fact the functions they
perform are essentially identical, and the matters ¢ alt with are
dominantly in the trade area. The continued split of the chairmar
ships is confusing to foreign governments, inconsistent with the
trade reorganization, and puzzling to some members of Congress, who
wonder why Treasury continues to retain some trac responsibilities
after the trade reorganization focused them in the USTR and Commerce.

The trade reorganization consolidated responsibility for trade
matters with the U.S. Trade Representative and the Department of
Comni :ce., Chairmanship of the policy-coordinating East-West Foreign
Trade Board was removed from Treasury and the function vested in the
Trade Policy Committee chaired by the USTR. Commerce acquired the
authority for import administration and the representation of U.S.
commercial interests overse: with t! newly created Foreign
Commercial Service. Commerce also retained its responsibilities in
key areas of concern in the commissions, such as business facilita-
tion, trade development, export controls, textile matters, science
and technology cooperation, and maritime affairs.
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That you ¢ 3ignat 1 in my capacity
Se Tree¢ 1ry to be the U.S. Chairman of
the | mmercial ( ton.

Approv Di prove















4/13/81

TO: Craig ller

FROM: Ed Gray

OPD com 1t on U.S.
Chairxi 1ship of the Joint U -1 IR
Commerc: . Comm. ;ion is noted

below.






REC'D. CA APR13 iss]






























pA

ol

Lty
the























