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Ruin of Procedure of Congreaes 

4 The following shall be regarded as amendments: any proposal involving a dlletion from, or an addition to, 
part of the original propoul or the rwilion of a part of that propoul. No pf'0l)0l8d change shall be regard9d n an 
amendment if Conar- or the Committee considers that it is incompatible with the original proposal. 

5 Amendmenu submitted It Congress to propouls alraedy made shall be handld in to the Secmarilt in 
writing, in French, before noon on the day but one befont th1 day on which they will be dilCUINd, so that they 
can be distributed to delegates the - day. This time limit shall not apply to arnendmMns arising dil'9Ctly from 
the dtbltls in Congress or in ■ Committee. In the lmer - • if so l"l(luestad, the author of the amendment shall 
submit I written version in French, or In CIM of difficulty, in any other langu11111 ulld for cllbates. The Chairman 
concerned shall read it out or have it read out. 

6 The pror.edure laid down in paragraph 5 shall also apply to the IUbmitlion of proposals that are not daigned 
to amend the text of the Acts (draft molutions, draft 1ecomme11dati0111, draft formal opinions, etc) . 

7 Any proposal or amendment shall give the final form of the text which is to be inttnad in the Acts of the 
Union, subject, of course to revision by the Drafting Commin.e. 

Article 16 

Consideration of proposals in Congress and in Committees 

Drafting propouls (the number of which shall be follo-1 by the letter R) shall be MSignacl to the Drafting 
Committee either direct, if the International Bureau h11 no doubt II to their nature (a list of such proposals shall 
be drawn up for the Drafting Committee by the ln111mational Buruu), or, if the International Buruu is in doubt 
as to their nature, after the other Committ- h- confirmed that they are purely of a drafting nature (■ list of 
such proposals shall lik-ise be drlMI up for the Committees c:oncemed) . If, h-. such propouls are link9d 
with other propouls of substance to be consider9d by Congress or by other Committen. the Drafting Committee 
shall postpone consideration of them until after Congress or the other Committees have taken a decision on the 
corresponding proposals of substance. Proposals wh011 numbers are not follo-1 by the letter R but which, in 
the opinion of the lnttmatlonal Bureau, are of a drafting nature, lhall be referrtd dil'ICt to the Commltt- con• 
cemed with the corresponding proposals of substance. When me. Committees begin work, they shall decide 
which of the propouls shall be aaigned d irect to the Drafting CommittN. A list of th- propouls shall be drawn 
up by the International Bureau for the Committees concerned. 

2 If the same question is the subject of -era1 propouls, the Chail'fflln shall decide the order in which they 
ue to be discus■9d, ltllrting as a Nie, with the propoul which d.,.-u most from the basic text and entails the 
most significant change iri relation to the 1t11tu1 quo. 

3 If a propoul can be 1Ubdivid9d into ~I parts, each part may, if the originator of the proposal or the 
Aaambly so agrees, be considered and voted upon 11Parately. 

4 Any propoul withdrawn in Congrea or in CommittN by its originator may be re-submitted by the delega-
tion of another member country. 

5 If there is an amendment to a propoul, the amendment shall be voted upon first. However. any amendment 
to a propoul which is accepted by the delegation submitting the propoul shall be immediately includ9d in the 
text thereof. 

6 If there are -enll ameudments to a proposal, that which deperts most from the oriQinal text shall be put 
to the vote first; the remaining amendments shall then be voted on beginning with that which contains the next 
greatnt departure from the original text. and so on untll all the amendmenu have bNn consider9d. If one or 
more amendments ere 9dopted, the propoul so amended shall then itself be put to the vote. If no emendment is 
adopted, a vote shall be taken on the initial proposal. 

7 The Chairman of Congraa ■nd the Chairmen of C-i- lh■II arrange for the text of th• proposals. 
amendmenu or decisions 9dopted to be paaed to the Dl'llfting Committee, in writing, after each n.eting. 
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Rul• of Procadure of~ 

Anicle 17 

Debatn 

1 Deleglles may not take the flDM until 1hey h- been given parmiaian to do 10 by the Chairman of the 
meeting. They shall be u191d ta speak slowly and dbtlnctly. Tha Chairman shall afford delagms the pcmibillty 
of freely and fully ..,._ng 1heir views an the Mlbjtct dilcuald, IO long• that is competlble with the l'1Clffllll 
caune of the cllblte. 

2 Unleu I majority of the members ~ and voting decides ath-i•. speeches lhell not exCNd five 
minu1111. Thi Chairman shall be authorlnd to imarrupt any apuker who exCNds the Aid IU1horiZed time. Ht 
may 1110 Ilk the delegata not ta~ from the subject. 

3 During a debate, tile Chairman may with the lllf1IIITlfflt of the majority of 1he membffl pment and voting, 
dtc:llre 1he list of apuktrs claad m.r Allding it out. When the list is exhausted, he shall decllfe the debffl 
clONd al1haugh "'" mar 'the closing of the list he may lfll1t the right ta rwply ta any of the spttc:hes delivtnld. 

4 Thi Chairman may 1110 wi1h the ■grellNnt of the majority of the ffllfflben prlNflt and voting. limit 1he 
number of IPNChlS by any 0111 delegation an I prapaul or a etrtain group of prCll)OIIII; bUt the originator of 
the .prCll)OIII shell be given 1he appor1Unity of introducing it and spelking subtlquently if he Ilks ta do so in 
order ta make new paints in rwply ta the ll)NCtl9I of other delegations, so that ht may. if he wishes, be tht I~ 
spellcer. 

6 With the lgfNffllllt of 1ht.majority of the ffllnmtl'I praent and voting. the Chlinnan may limit the number 
of speeches on • l)n)l)C)AI or • etrtain group of ~ . bUt this limit may not be 1- thin five for and five 
against the proposal under dilcuaion. 

Article 18 

Motions on points of order 

1 It shall be permillibll It ,ny tlmt to Ilk to spealt an I point of order or for I personal -· Such 1 

reqi.st shall be di.:u.,.ct forthwith 10 that I dlclllon may be tlken without delay. 

2 A deltgatlon which submits I motion an I point of order may not touch an the IUbst■nce of the problem 
under dilcuaion. 

3 The order of priority of motions on points of order II • follows: 
1 a call to order; 
b suspension of the fflNting; 
C clOMlnl of the fflNting; 
d adjournment of the cllblte on the qWltlon under dllCUllion; 
• clOM1re of the debit■ on the qwstlon under dilcuaion; 
f any other motion (19 a motion to c:hlngt the order fixed by the Chairm111 for examining the proposals, 

questions of C011'1Pft911C1), the order of priority of which shall have been decidld by the Chairman. 

4 During the dilcuaion of I qlllStion, a delegation may prapo11 that the meeting be suspended or clONd 
giving Its ,._ for 10 prapoalng. If 1his propoal ii IUPPl)!Ud, two spukers shall be llloMd to speak against 
the suspension or cl0111re of the fflffting end only on that M1bjec:t. afffl which the motion shall be put ta the 
vote. 

5 A dellgltlon may propca adjournment of lhl cllblte on eny quNtlon for a specified period. In this 
cest, only two spukers against the adjournment may l!)Nk, m.r which the motion lhlll be put ta the vote. 

,. 6 A delegation may, at any tlmt, propoa that the deba1II on the question under dilcuaion be clONd. In that 
CIM, only two spukers against the motion may speak attar which the motion shall be put to the vote. 

7 Thi prCIPC)ltr may withdraw • motion on paints of order before it h• been put to the vote. Any motion, 
whether 11111nded or not. which is 10 wi~ may be ,.introduced by another delegation. 

89 

~~-- ·---



Rules of Promdur• of C~ 

Article 19 

Quorum. GtMrll provisions concemin9 voting 

Half the member countries rwpieantlld at Congrea or on the CommittN and having the right to vote wll 
constituta I quorum. Ragardlng the ~nu, the quorum wll be formed by the l)l'eNnce or nipl'llll"1ation 
It the meeting of at Inst htlf of the member countria repreNntlld which 11"1 parties to the AgreMwnt concemed. 

2 au.tions which c:■nnot be settled by common C0111111t wit be dlcidld by vote. 

3 Dellgations which 11"1 Prlllllt but do not tak1 pan in • giW!, vota, or which nata that they do not wish 
to take pert therein, shall not be r9gll"ded II being lblent for the purpca of deulnnlning whether • quorum is 
formed II raquirad in paragraph 1. 

·4 When the number of lbstantions, and blri or null and void bellot papers uCNds half the number of votes 
cut (for, against and abmntlonsl, consideration of the matt■r shall be deferract until I subsequent meeting. at 
which abstantions and blank or null and void ballot papers shall be disregarded. 

Article 20 

Voting proc:edum 

Votas shall be taken by the traditional svmrn or by the electronic voting svmrn. They shall norm■ lly be 
taken by the electronic: system when that svmm is available to the -.nbly. H-er. in the cae of • teem 
ballot, the traditional svmrn may be ulld If one delegation, SUPP4:lrtlld by I majority of the delegations l)l'9Nl1t 

and voting, so NQU4lltl. 

2 For the traditional svn■m. the methods of voting shall bl • follows: 
1 by show of hands. If there is doubt about the retUlt of such 1 110111, the Chairman, if he so wisha or if • 

delegation so requests, may arrange for • roll-call vota on the - question; . 
1:1 by rollull, It the raquast of • delegation or if so decidad by the Chairman. The roll shall be called accord­

ing to the French 1IJ)hebeticll order of the countrill repr9Nlltad, beginning with the country whOl9 name 
is dr-, by lot by the Chairman. The retUlt of the vota together with I list of the countries grouped ICCOl'd· 
ing to th• wrrv they votad, shall be included in 1hl minutas of the meeting; 

c by teem ballot, Uling blllot PIPffl, if Nqua1lld by two dlllegltionL In this cae, the Chairman of the 
meeting shill appoint thrae tatters ■nd make the !WV IITllllllffllntl for the holding of I .:m ballot. 

3 For the elec:tronic systam, the methods of voting shill bl • follows: 
1 non-1'9COrded vota: it rep!-. 1 vota by show of hinds; 
b recorded vote: It rapt- 1 rolk:all wota; h-, the 11111111 of the countries shill not be called uni .. one 

delegation, supported by I majority of the delegations preant and voting. so r9qll9ltl; 

C seem blllot: it repl- the NCrtt blllot by blllot papers. 

4 Once the voting has bagun, no deleg■tlon m■v im.rrupt It, except to reile I point of order relating to the 

way in which the vote is being tlk■n. 

5 After the vote, the Chairman may permit delegatas to expl1in why they votad II they did. 

Article 21 

Conditions of approval of proposals 

To be Mloptad. pr-'• Involving .... nc1menu u, the Ac1I mutt: 
1 in the cae of the Constitution, be approved by It INst two-thirds of the member countries of the Union; 
b in the cae of the ~• R•lations, be approved by I majority of the member countries reprt11nted in 

Congress; two-thirds of the member countries of the Union shill be Prlllllt when the vota is taken ; 
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Rules of Procldunt of Congntaes 

c in the - of the Conwmion and 111 Dflalled Ragulations, bl appnMd by I majority of the ffllfflber 
countries pt'9Nl1t end voting; 

d in the - of th• Agniemenu and their o.tailed Ragulationl, bl IIPPRMd by a majority of the member 
countries pntNnt and voting which are parties to the~-

2 Procedural rnm.n which cannot be llttled by common ~ shall be decided by a majority of the 
member countries sw-nt and voting. The _,. lhlll apply to decilionl not coraming changes in the Acts, 
unlea Convr- decida oth-• by a majority of the nwnbel" countries~ aid voting, 

3 Subject to article 19, paragraph 4, "member COUll1ries in-it and voting" muns member countries voting 
"for" or "against'', abmntions being ignorwd in COllffling the vota raquirwd to conttl1uv a majority• MIi • 
blank or null 111d void ballot papen In the - of a ~ ballot. 

4 In the event of a tie, a propoal lhlll be regarded a ntjec1ad. 

Article 22 

Election of the members of the Executive Council or the Conmltativ• Council for Postal Studies 

In order to d«:ide betwwn countries which have obteined the - number of vota in elections of memben 
of the Executive Council or the Conmltativ• Council for Postal Studies, the Chairman shall draw lots. 

Article 23 

Election of the Dirtetor-General 111d the Deputy Dlntetor-Genenil of the llll9mltional au .... 

The elections of the Dlrec:tor-0.neral of the lmai:national au- and of the Deputy Dlrector-Getwal shall 
tlk• plce by .cret ballot .-ively at ona or mon fflNtlngs held on the - day. The caldida who obralns 
• majority of the vota cat by the member countries~ and voting shall bl elect8d. Aa many ballots shall be 
held a are_,., for• candida to obtain this mejority. 

2 "Member countries pntNnt and voting" lhall mun memtMr countries voting for one of the candidates 
wi- applicltions have been announced In due end proper form, lbllantiOftl and blank or null Ind void ballot 
papen being igncnd In counting the vota niqulrwd to constitu• • majority. 

3 If the number of abmntiol• Ind blri or null and void ballot papen UCNds half the number of votes cat 
in accordance with paragraph 2, the election shell be def9rred to • 18191' fflNtlng, at which lbslllntiOftl and blank 
or null end void ballot plPffl shell no longer be tllkan imo ICCOUllt. 

4 The candida who oblainl the lean number of vota In any one ballot shall bl ellminatad. 

5 In the ,-n of a tie, 111 additional ballot, and if -V I ~ additional ballot shall be held in 11'1 

lttempt to decldl ~ the tying candldatn, th• vote relating only to ttie. candidates. If the rs,lt is incon­
clusive, the election shell be decided by drawing lots. The lots shell bl drawn by the Chairmen. 

Article 24 

Minutes 

1 The minutas ·of the IMltlngs of Convr- end Cornml~ shell ~ the coune of the meetings, briefly 
summarize IPNChes, and mention p!'OpOlels 111d the ouu:ome of the debates. Minutes shall be PntPlrwd of the 
pl-ry n.etings and sunwnerind mi11U1111 of th• Committee fflHtings. 

2 The minu• of Commlt1111 fflNtings mey bl rwpl-i by rwporu to Convr- If Congress so decides. As a 
general rule, working perties shall praper9 • repor,: for the body that Nt them up. 
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Rules of Procedure of~ 

3 Each deltgate, h-.r, shall be entitled to uk for any ~t made by him to be included in the 
minutes or in the report either verbatim or in IUfflffllry fonn, provided the French text is handed to the Secre­
tariat not later than two houn lftltr the end of the meeting. 

4 Deiegltas shall be allowed a period of twffltV-four houn, from the IIIOll'lant when the draft minutes or 
the draft report are distributlld, in which to make their commenu to the Secretariat, which, If -.y, shall 
act u an intermediary be-,, the party -amid and the Chainnln of the IMeting in question. 

5 As a general rule and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, at the beginning of MCh IIINting of Congrea, 
the Chairman shall submit the minutes of a piwious nweting for IPl)l'OVal. The- shall apply in -rega-d to th01t 
CommittNI whose proceedings .,. recorded in the form of minutes or a report. The minutes or reporu of the 
lat meetings which it ha not been poaible to approve in Congrwa or in a Committee shall be approved by the 
respective Chairmen of the meeti1191- The International Bureau shall also take account of any comments received 
from delegnn of member countries within forty days of the dispau:h of the minutes to them. 

6 The International Bureau shall be authoriud to c:ornct in the minutes or reports of IM8tings of Congress 
and Committees any material errors which -re not brought to light when the minlltltlwerw appl'O¥lld in eccordlnce 
with paragraph 5. 

Article 25 

Approval by Congress of draft decisions (Acu, rnolutions, n:) 

As a general rule, each draft Act submitted by the Drafting Committee shell be studied article by article. 
It can only be regarded II adop111d after an ovenll favourable voa. Article 21, pangnph 1, shall apply to such 
I Vote. 

2 During thll nudy, any delegation may reopen I propoul which ha been carried or rejected in CommittN. 
An appeal releting to a rejected proposal shall be subject to the delegation's having notified the Chairman of 
Congrea accordingly, in writing, at least one day before the IM8ting at which the relevant provisions of the 
draft Act is to be submitted to Congras for approval. 

3 Nonetheless, it shall always be poaiblt, If the Chairman conliden it deirable for the progress of Congrea 

work, to consider appeals before considering the draft Acu submitted by the Drafting Committee. 

4 When a proposal ha been adop1lld or rejected by Congrwa, it can only be reconsidered by the same Con­
gr .. if the appul ha been suppomd by at least ten delegations and approved by I two-thirds majority of the 
members p,..nt and voting. This posibilltv is limited to prOl)Ollls submitted direct to plenary meetings, It 
being understood that I single question cannot give ri• to more than one eppul. 

5 The lntem■tional Bureau shall be authorized to correct in the final Acu any materiel erron which have 
not come to li9hf during the study of the draft Acts, the numbering of articles and paragraphs and references. 

6 Paragraphs 2 to 5 shall also apply to drift decisions other then draft Acts (resolutions, fonnal opinions, 
etc) . 

R-rv■tlons to Acts 

Rtar1ations must be submitted In writing in French (propoul1 concerning the Final Protocol) , in order that 
they may be considered by Congrea before the signing of Acts. 
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Article 27 

Signature of Acts 

Rules of PrOC8dure of Congreaes 

Acts finally approved by Congrea shall be submitted to the plenipotentiarils for signature. 

Article28 

Amendment of the Rules 

Each Congrea may anend the Rull$ of PrOC8dure. In order to be accepllld .for dltcualon, propouls to 
amend tht present Rules, unless submlttlld by a UPU body empOMfWd to put forward propouls, shell be sup­
ported in Congn111 by It ltllt tin delagltions. 

2 To be edopted, proposals for amendments to the present Rules must be approved by It lust two-thirds of 
the member countries reprewnted in Congrea. 
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UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION 

CONTENlS 

Part I 

Rules applicable in common throughout the in18fflational postal 1m1ice 

Chapter I 

General provisions 

Art 

1 FrNdom of transit 
2 Failure to give frNdom of trMllit 
3 I.and transit without the participation of the llfVicel of the country crOINd 
4 Temporary sanpension and l'NUmption of llfVicel 
5 Ownenhip of ponal ltams 
6 Creation of ,_ •rvice 
7 Chll'\JIS 
8 Monetary standard. Equivalents 
9 Postage stamp1 

10 Forms 
11 Postal idamitv cards 
12 Settlement of accounu 
13 Undertaki1191 regardi119 penal fflN&I,_ 

Chapter II 

Exemption from postal charges 

14 Exemption from postal charges 
15 Exemption from ponal ch8fVN on lenar•post ltams relating to 1he postal lltfYice 

16 Exemption from pocal charges of itams which--,, prisonen of war and civilian i,,_ 
17 Exemption of literature for the blind from pocal charges 

Convention 

97 



• 

Convention 

Part II 

Provisions concerning the letter post 

Chapter I 

General provisions 

Art 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 . 
23 
24 
25 

26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 

Letter-post items 
Postage charges and limits of weight and size. General conditions 
Standardizld items 
Perishable biological substanc:as. Radioactive mamials 
Items wrongly ldmlttad 
Posting abroad of letm-post Items 
Special c:hargn 

Charge on items post9d after the 11181t time for posting. Cha,ve on items post9d outside normal counter 
opening houn. Chargl for collection It the sander's lddr-. Charge for withdrawal outsid1 normal counter 
opening hours. Poste l'Htlnt■ charge. Charge for delivery of small packlts 
Storage charve 
Payment of posage 
Methods of denoting prepayment 
Prepaymem of l■tt91'-post items on board ship 
Charge on unpaid or underpaid c:orn11po11de11c:e 
I ntemational rei,ly coupons 
Expressilems 
Withdrawal from the P!)lt. Alteration or c:ornc:tion of addras It the Nnder's request 
Redirection 
Undeliverable items. Ratum to country of origin or to lander 
Prohibitions 
Customs control 
Pr-■nution to customs charge 
Customs duty and other faa 
Items for delivery fne of charges and 1-
C.nc:ellatlon of customs duty and other 1-
lnquiries 

Chapter II 

Registered items and insurad letters 

43 Admission of reglatared Items 
44 Charges on registerld Items 
45 Admission· of imured latt■n 
46 Insured letters. lmured value 
47 Charves on insured letten 
48 Advice of delivwy 
49 Delivery to the add..- in penon 
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'Convention 

Chapter Ill 

Liability 

Art 

50 Principle and eXUlnt of liability of postal administrations. Reviltllnld items 
51 Principle and axtant of liability of poatal edministrations. Insured letters 
52 Non-liability of posul administrations. Registered itemS 
53 Non-liability of postal administrations. Insured letters 
54 Sender's liability 
55 Apportionment of liability betMen postal administrations. Rl9isffled 1,ams 
56 Apportionment of liability betMen poml administrations. l11111red letters 
57 Payment of indemnity 
58 Reimbursing the administration which paid the indemnity 
59 Possible recovery of the indannity from the sender or the add,._ 

Chapter IV 

Allocation of charges. Transit charges and terminal dum 

60 Allocation of charges 
61 Transit charges 
62 Terminal dues 
63 Exemption from transit chlfllll and tenninal dues 
64 Extraordinary services 
65 Accounting for transit chlfllll and terminal dues 
66 Exchange of doled rn■i11 with military units placed at the dilpolal of the Unitld Nations and with 

warships or military aircraft 

Part Ill 

Air conveyance of letter-post items 

Chapter I 

General provisions 

67 Airmail correspondenca 
68 Aerogiammes 
69 Surcharged and unsun:t,.,ged airmail corre,pond.-
70 Air surcharges 
71 Combined charges 
72 Methods of denoting prepayment 
73 Unpaid or undefpaid sun:t,.,ged airmail comspo11d111ce 
74 Routeing of airmail com1po11d111ce and airmails in transit 
75 Priority tnauntnt of airmails 
76 Redirection of airmail COIT9IPOIKNIICI 
n Rttum to origin of airmail C0rT9ll)Ondence 
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Convention 

ChaptBr II 

Air conveyance dues 

Art 

78 General principles 
79 Basic rates and calculation of air conveyance du• relating to cloeed mails 
BO Calculation of and accounting for air c:onveyanca dun for airmail correspondenca •m in transit i d6couvert 
81 Amendments to dues for air conveyance in the interior of the country of destination and for airmail 

correspondence In transit i decouwert 
82 Payment of air conveyance du• 
83 Air conveyance dun for divert9d or missent mails or bags 
84 Air convevanca dues for mail lost or dastroyld 

Pan IV 

Final provisions 

85 Conditions of approval of propouls concaming the Convention and its Detailld Regulations 
86 Entrv into forca and duration of the Convention 

FINAL PROTOCOL TO THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION 

Art 

I. Ownership of postal items 
II . Exception to the exemption of literature for the blind from postal charges 
111. Equivalents. Maximum limits 
IV. Ounce and pound avoirdupois 
V. Exception conoerning the dimensions of itlffll in envelopes 
VI. Small packets 
VII. Posting abroad of letter-post Items 
VIII. International reply coupons iauld before 1 Jan■ury 1975 
IX. Withdrawal from the post. Alteration or corra:tion of address 
X. Special charges 
XI . Articln subject to customs duty 
XII . Extem of liability of postal adminiltl'ltions 
XIII . Payment of indemnity 
XIV. Special transit charges for conveyance in transit by the TranssSlberian and via Lake N-r 
XV. Special transit conditions for Panama (Rep) 
XVI. Special transit condition1 for Afgh.,in.an 
XVII . Special storage charges at Pllllffll 
XVIII. Exceptional air surcharge 
XIX. Extraordinary servlc:es 
XX. Compulsory routeing Indicated by the country of origin 
XXI. Routeing of clOlld airmails 
XXII. Date of application of the new monetary unit for the general liquidation accounts 
XXIII . Application of the transit charges and terminal dues rates 
XXIV. Application of postllge rltllS 

XXV. Application of air conveyance rates 
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Convantion 

Nena bv 1he lm.malionll .. ._ 
In applicatian of the c:on-tion, lll1iale 8, pangnph 1, the _,.. __, In told 1- - -,tibia 
imo Special Drawint Rlglns ISDR•I bv applyin9 1tle llnlclr4 -fflcil,u of 3.1111 told tr.. • 1 SOR 
mffled bv NMllution C 2t of the 1171 Rio• Janeiro Congraa. 

UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION 

The undenlgned, plenipotentiaries of the Govemmants of the member countries of the Union, having regard to 
article 22, paragraph 3, of the Connhution of the Univerul Postal Union concluded tt Vienna on 10 July 1964, 
have by common conant and subject to anic:lt 25, paragraph 3, of the Connitution drawn up in this ·Convention 
the rules applicable in common throughout the international PQltal MrYice and the provisions concerning the 
letter-post services. 

Part I 

Rules applicable in common throughout the international pc,stal service 

Chapter I 

General provisions 

Article 1 

Freedom of transit 

Freedom of tnnsit, the principle of which is Nt forth in article 1 of tlw Constitution, shall QffV with it 
the obliption for each po1t1I administration to fo,-d alwayt bv the quicken routes which it UIIS for its own 
items, ciOIICI mails and i cMcouvert lmar1)01t items which .,. pMNd to it by another administration. This 
obligation shall 1110 apply to airmail corrapondence, whether or not the intarmedil18 pottal administrations take 
pan in reforwarding it. 

2 Membar countries which do not panicipata in the exchange of letbtn conuiining perilhable biological sub­
SWICIS or radioactive IUbltances shall have the option of not admitting th-. i1Bml in transit i d6couven through 
their territory. The same shall apply to the items refwmd to in article 38, paragraph B. 

3 -Member countries not providing the illlUfld letters •rvice or not accepting liability for imured letters 
carried by their sea or air •rvlces ~ii nonetheiea bt bound to forward, by the quicl(nt route, clOlld mails 
paNd to them by other administrations, but their liability shall bt limited to thet laid down for regimred items. 

4 Freedom of transit for l)Clltll parcels to bt forMrdtd by land and sea routes shall be limited to the Ulrritorv 
of the countries talcinQ pan in this arvice. 

5 Freedom of transit for air pan:tls shall be guarantttd throughout the territory of the Union. Naverthei .. , 
member countries which ere not parties to the Panel Parcell ~t shall not be required to forward air 
parcels· by surface. · 

6 Member coumries which are parties to the Postal Parcels AgrNffllnt but which do not provide an insured 
parcels •rvlce or which do riot accept liability for imured Items carried by their sea or air servicfl, shall nonethe-
1- be bound to forwerd, by the quicknt routa, eta.I mails ~ to them by other administrations, but their 
liability shall be limited to that laid down for uninsured parcels of the ..,. -ight. 
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Article 2 

Failure to give fnldom of transit 

When a member country flits to obllrve the provisions of artide 1 of th■ Constitution ■nd of article 1 of the 
Conv■ntion reg■rdlng freedom of tr■nsit, poml administrations of other member countries may diecontinue their 
post■ I service with thet country. They shall give prior notice of this n.p to th■ administrations concem■d by 
telegran, ■net infom, tl'le ln18metion■ I Bur-.i of the fact. ' 

Anicle3 

Land transit without the participation of the 11rvic:es of th■ country croll8d 

The convey■nc:e of mail in transit through a country without th■ participetion of the sen ices of thet country shall 
be subjtc:t to th■ prior authorization of the country croaad. This form of u-..it sh■ll not involve the liability of 
the letter country. 

Anicle4 

T empomy suspension ■nd resumption of NrYic:es 

When, owing to exceptional cin:umstlnl:el, a postal administration 11 obliged to IIIIPllld umponirily its 
servlcn wholly or in part, it shall ■nnounce the fact immedi1191y, if 1111d be by telegraph or Ulex, to the admin­
istration or ■dminifflationa concemed. It shall do llkewi11 when the autpended servicll ■re ,-,med. 

2 The lntllfflltion■ I Bur-.i must be notlfl■d otthe 1119Plfllion or resumption of 11rvicll if a g■neral ennou.-. 
ment i1 conaidenld rwy. If -v. the lmametion■t Buntau shall notify administrations by telegram or 
telex. 

Anlcle 5 

Ownenhip of postal it9ffll 

A postal lt■m shall l'9ffllin the proparty of th■ lllldlr until it is delivered to the rightful owner, excapt when the 
item ha been 11iz■d in punuanc:e of th■ legisletion of th■ country of deatinetlon. 

Anicle6 

Creetion of new service 

Administrations may by mutual --.nt cnate a new NrYict not ex..-ly provided for in this Convention. 
Charga for a new service shall be laid down by the administration concerned, h■ving reg■rd to the expenaes of 
operating the 11rvice. 

Anicle 7 

Charges 

1 The chlrga for the verious intametion■ I post■ I NrYicll shall be laid down in the Convention and the 
Agreem■nts. 

~ No postal charge of env kind may be c:ollllCtlld othlr then th011 proyid■d for in the Convention and Agree-
ments. 
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Article 8 

Monetarv standard. Equivalems 

1 The monetary unit uad In tht Convention Ind the Agrwmenu • well a in their Detailed Regulations shall 
be the gold franc laid down in article 7 oftht Consthution c:onvertible into the International Moneury Fund (IMF) 
aa:ounting unit. which ii It Pl'9Nllt the Special Drawing Right (SOR). 

2 Union mtmber countries shall be antitlld to choole, by mutUII aar-nt, enother monetary unit or one 
of their national cunwncies for PflPll'ing ind •ttling accountL 

3 In tlCh mtmber country, the chll'gtl shall be fixed on the basis of the c'-t poaible equivalent of the 
SD R In the currency of that country. 

4 Union IMll'lbtr countrils whott currency exchange ratn in 1'911tion to the SOR 1n, not calculated by the 
IMF or which ire not membtn of that specialized lll'flCY shall be requated to dtcl .. unilaterally an equivalence 
between their currencia 111d the SOR. 

5 Eich postal administration shell be free to round its charges up or down, whichwtr is belt ldapUld to Its 
monetary system. 

6 Postal administrations shall not be bound to amend tht equivllentl of the chargts prtlCribed In the Con• 
vtntion ind in the Avr-ms or the Illa price of in1Bmltionll rtply coupons when, a 1 ....ult of fluc:tultions 
in tht equivaltnt used to establilh chll'gtl in ~ with tht Pl'9Nflt article, tht limits authorized by tht 
Convention ,re not exetedtd by morw than 15 pen:ent. 

Article 9 

P01t1ge ltlfflPI 

P01t1g1 namps for denoting PIVffllflt of ponage shall be illUtd by postal administrations only. 

Article. 10 

Forms 

The tuts, coloun and diffllfllions of forms shall bt preecrlbed in the Oltlilld Ragulltions of tht Conven­

tion and of the Agrttmtnts. 

2 Forms for the use of administrations in their 1'91ations with one another shall be drawn up in F1'9nch with or 
without interlinear trlllll1tlon, unlta the administrations coiw»mld arnnge ~ by direct agreement. 

3 Forms for the UN of the public shell bear an interlinear tranllltion In French when they art not printed in 

that language. 

Article 11 

Postal identity cards 

1 Eich postal administration may luue to l)tr10nl who apply fl>!' them postal id9ntitv cards valid• proof of 
identity for postal tr11111Ctions efftc19d In mtmbtr countrils which have not announced their refusal to rcognize 

them. 

2 The administration which i- e card shall be authorized to colltct, on this aa:ount, a ch11111t which may 

not exetMI 5 francs. 
3 Administrltions shall be 1'91ilVld of Ill liability when it ii tltlblilhld that tht delivery of I postal item or 
tht payment of 1-monetarv 1rticlt - efftc19d on p,-,tltion of I genuine card. Moreover, they shall not be 

liable for ~ arising from tht IOD, 1Mft or fraudulent UN of I genuine card. 
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4 A card shall be valid for a period of fiva ytan from tht dlltl of iaue. Nevertheleu, it "1111 ce- to be valid : 
a when the appearance of the holdtr is alterld to such 111 extant that it no longer comsponds to tht photo­

graph or to the description; 
b when it is dlmlged in such • way that it is no lc,nver poaiblt to check a particular entry concerning tht 

holder; 
c when it shCMS signs of forgery. 

Article 12 

Settlement of _,ms 

Settlements bti-n poml administrations of in1emational accounts arising from postal traffic may be regarded 

• current tranuctions 111d effect9d in accordance with tht current intamational obligations of tht member 
countries concemtd, when thtrt are .-nu to this effect. In the llblence of such ~ms. accounts shall 
be settled in accordance with the provisions of the Detailed Regulations. 

Article 13 

Undertakings l'l!llrding penal mt..,m 

The Governments of member countries shall undertalct to adopt, or to propose to tht ltgislatunts of thtir coun­
tries, the necea.y mt1SUrt1: 

• for punishing the counterfeiting of l)Oltlle ltlfflPI, even if withdrawn from circulation, of intamational 
reply coupons and of postal identity cards; 

b for punishing the u• or uttering: 
of coumwrfeit postage nanps (even if withdrawn from circulation) or ustd postage stamps, • well 
11 of countarfeit or ultd impreuions of franking machint1 or printing preues; 

ii of countarfait lntamational reply coupons; 
111 of countarfelt postal identity cards; 

c for punishing the fraudulent u. of genuine postal identity cards; 
d for prohibiting and suppreaing all frludultm operations of manufacturing and uttering adhtlivt ltlfflPI 

and stamptd impl'lllions in u• in the postal serviCI, countarfti'lad or imitatad in suc:h a manner that thty 
could bt mi1t1ktn for tht tdhtsivt stamps and stamptd impressions iaued by tht postal administr1tion of 
a member countrY; 

e for prewnting tnd, if n--■ry, for punishing tht i...nion in postal itams of t\an:otic:s and psychotropic 
subltlnca, es well as explosive, flammable or other dangerous IUbltlncas, where thtir insertion hes not 
been exprasly authorized by tht Convention and tht ~ 

ChaP19r II 

Exemption from postal charges 

Article 14 

Exemption from postal charges 

C-S of exemption from postal cha,ves shall be exprealy laid down by tht Convention and the Agreemenu. 

Article15 

Exemption from postal ~ on letter-f>(>St I- rwlatlr,g to the postal Mrvice 

Subjact to article 69, paragraph 4, letter-post itams relating to the postal •rvice shall bt exempt from 111 postal 
charves if thty are: 
a sent by postal administrations or their offices; 
b exchanged betwNn bodies of the Universal P01t1I Union and bodies of the Restricttd Unions, between 

the bodies of tho. Unions or ant by such bodies u, postal tdminiltrltions or their offices. 
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Article 16 

Exemption from postal charges of items which concern prilonen of war and civilian inumeas 

Subject to anicle 69, paragraph 2, letter"l)Olt hams, postal parcels and monetary articles add...-:1 to or 
sent by pri-. of w.r, either dirwct or thl'OU9h the Information Burleux and the Central Pr~.of-War 
lnfonnation Al/lrW:v providad for in anicles 122 and 123 raspectivlly of the GeMVa Comention of 12 August 
1949 relative to the -nt of prilonen of-• shall be exampt from all l)Clltll charves- Belligerents appr.­
handad and intlmed In a nautral country shall be cll9ad with prilonen of war proper so far a the applic:ltion of 
the foregoing provisions is cotamed. 

2 P11'11111'1Ph 1 shall apply to lettlr-t)Olt Items, postal parcels and monetlry articles originating In other coun­

tries and addl'llllld to or l8llt by civilian int1mea a definad by the GeMVa Convention of 12 August 1949 
relative to the protlCtion of civilian persons in time of war, lither diract or throuvt, the Information Bureaux and 
the Central Information Agency pmcrlbad in articles 136 and 1401'91P9Ctivlly of that Convention. 

3 The national lnfoffllltion Bureaux and the Central Information Agencies memionad above shall also enjoy 
exemption from postal charges in mpect of lettar"l)Olt ltarns, postal parcels and monetary articles which concern 
the persons refemd to in paragraphs 1 and 2, which they 1111d or l'Keive, either d irect or a intermediaries, under 
the conditions laid down in thme paragraphs. 

4 Parcels shall be ldmittad frN of portage up to a Wlight of 5 kg. The waight limit shall be increald to 10 kg 
in the CIN of parcels the contants of which cannot be split up and of parcels addreaed to I camp or the ~ • 
repiw.ntatives tha, ("h,,,,,,,., M confiant:9-) for distribution to the prisonm. 

Article 17 

Exemption of llt1r1t11re for the blind from postal charges 

Subject to ■i:ticle 69, paragraph 2, litlr■ture for the blind shall be exempt from postage, the special charges liltld 
in anicle 24, Pll'llll'lph 1, and lh• Cllh-on-del ivery cha,ve. 

Part II 

Provisions concerning the lettar post 

Chapter I 

General provisions 

Article 18 

l.etter1)01t itams 

Letter-port items shall consist of iettln, posteards, printld pepen, litarature for the blind end smell packets. 

Article 19 

Postage charges and limits of waight and size. G-ral conditions 

1 The postage charve for the convey- of letter-s-t items throughout the entire extant of the Union a 
well II the limits of weight and sin, shall be fixad in accordance with columns 1, 2, 3 , 6 and 7 of the table below. 
The basic Chlr9n (col 31_ may be lnc:ruNd by 100 pel'Qflt (col 41 or l'9duoed by 70 percent (col 5) at most. 

Excapt in the CIN providad for in article 25, paragraph 6, they shall cover delivery of the items to the pl- of 
add,- providad that this delivery a,vice is operatld in the country of destination for the ltemS in question. 
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C.a,arv w.;g11,nap llalc 0lar1M a,.,_ Umhl -.. -limit 1-llmh 
u- (reduction of_..,, ofsla 
of 100'1(,) of7o%) 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

C C C 

Ln1lln upto20g 75 1110 22.110 2kg Maxima: ...._., wldtll - cllptt, 
_20, -,,bined: IOO mm but 1he grwt• 
up to 100, 180 380 14 11t dll'llllllion may not uCNd 
-100, 100mm with•..,_ of 2mm. 
up u, 260. 380 720 1118 In roll form: lenglll plw twlc:a 1he 
-2501 di.,,.tll', 1040 mm, but the.,_. 
upto 6001 890 1380 207 llt dimension may not •xcad 
-600• 900 mm wltll • tol.,.,.,. of 2 mm. 
up to 1000g 1200 2400 380 Minima: to-•lurfact -r• _,ooo, Ing not 1- than 110 x 140 mm, 
upto 20009 19150 3900 585 wltha-of2mm. 

In roll form: length pluc twlc:a the 
_ , 170 mm but the w-t· 
11t dlnwllion may not bl I- tllan 
100mm. 

p- 52.50 106 1&.75 Maxlme: 106 X 148 mm, with a 
-of2mm. 
Minima: 110 x 140 mm, with • 
toleranoe of 2 mm. 
l.anglll at lea! -- to the width 
muldplled by v'l°'-tlxlmn 
value 1.4) 

Prinad up to 209 37.50 75 11.25 2kg Maxima: length, wldtll and deptl1 - _:zo, (forboolll combined: 1100 mm but the .,_. 
UPto100g 82.50 186 24.75 -- 11t dll'llllllion may not excad 
-100, pllln: 100mm with•- of 2mm. 
upto 2509 1110 300 45 5 kg;thla In roll form: i.,gm pluc twlc:a the 
abcM250g limit of dlametll', 1040 mm, but the.,_. 
upto 6009 270 540 81 weight may llt dimanllon - not uCNd 
abcM600g blraieed'to 1100mm with•- of 2mm. 
up to 10009 450 ioo 135 10kgaflllr Minlme: to"- a IUl'fKe -r• 
-10001 ....,.., Ing not ... than 110 X 140 mm, 
up to 20009 630 12110 1811 -the wlth•-of2mm. 
per additional admlniltre- In roll form: length plus twiCI the 
nap of 10001 315 830 94.110 tionscor,- di-: 170 mm, but the.,_. 

corned) nt dimension may not bl I• 
tllan 100mrn. 

UteratUnt -anlcl• 17 7 kg 
for ma 
lll lnd 

Small upto 100, 82.150 186 24.75 1 kg 
PKkfll abcM100g 

up to 2IIO 1 150 300 45 

-250• 
upto 6009 270 540 81 
abcM6001 
UP to 10009 450 900 135 

2 Member countries may, ex0111tionally, modify the weight-stllp 1truc:tL1111 shown in . paragraph 1. subject to 
the following conditions: 
a for any cauioorv, the minimum weight nap shall be that shown in paragraph 1 ; 
b for any catagOry. the lat weight n.p shall not exc:Nd the maximum weight shown in paragraph 1; 
c: for eny catagc,ry. the ch.-gn for the weight mps adopud by I member country shall bear the ume rel■· 

tion to one another a exist ~ the baic: charga in the weight-sup 1tn1C1U111 laid down in paragraph 1. 

106 



•• 

Comention 

3 Excaptianally, member countries which have abolilhed poncan:ls u a 111)11'118 c:■19g0ry of lemtr•post item 
in their intmlll •rvice may apply to inmnational .rvice polliClrdl 1he ch■rve for Iman. 

4 Notwi~ing paragraphs 1 and 2, a, PQIUI administrltions may apply a first wwight stlP of 50 g to 
printed papers. 

5 Subject to ll'ticle 8, paragraph 5, 1he charvn adopted within the limits laid down in pangrapt, 1, shall u far 
• poaible, bear the ume relation to one MOther • 1he basic ch■rgll. Excaptionally, and within the limits 
pmcribed in pangraph 1, each PQIUI administration shall be tr.. to apply to the charges for PQSU:a'ds. printed 
papen or lffllll packets I rau of i- or reduction different from that which it applils to the charges for 
letters. 

6 Each postal IIClminiltrltion may allow I reduction of not more 1hln 50 Plf'Clffl of 1he tariff for printld 
papers, for ,-spapen and periodicals publish«I in its country, while reNfVing the right to rwtrict this reduction 
to MWIP■Pffl Ind periodicals which futtil the conditions required by imem■i reguiltiOl'II for trammi•ion It the 
tariff for MWIPIPffl. This reduction shall not extend to commercial printed papen such II Cltllogues, prospec• 
tuses, price-lists, t1C, no fflltl8r how "'lll,lllrly they 11'1 ialed; the 111111 shall apply to advertlaMnts printed on 
shNts annexed to l1IWIPIPffl and periodicals. 

7 Administrations may liklwile conmde the 111111 reduction for books and pamphlets, for musical ICOl'fl and 
for maps, provided they contain no publicity matter or adYertilement other tha, that ll)Pllring on the eovttr or 
the fly lelVfl. 

8 The charge applicable to printed papen. for the ume add,- It the 111111 add,- i1111r1ad in one or more 
special bags sliall be caicullt9d by W9ight Sl8pl of 1 kg up to the total W9ight of uch bag. Administrations may 
allow I reduction in the charge of up to 10 percent for prin1ad pap1r1 1111t in special bags. Thea il8ffll shall not 

be subject to the limits of weight laid d«-i in paragraph 1. H-.r, they shall not exCNd the maximum weight 
of 30 kg per bag. 

9 The administration of 'origin may apply to non-ttandardind lettan and printed papen in -lapel of the 
first wwight mp and to letters In the-form of cards which do not ll'INt the conditior11 laid down in ll'tlcle 20, 
paragraph 1, b , I charge which may not be higher 1hln the charge relating to il8ffll of the~ -ight stap. The 
ldministration of origin may alto apply to llttffl and printed papen in .,_lopes -ighing over 20 g, and which 
do not fflNt the other conditions laid down in ll'tic:1120, paragraph 1, 1 charge which may not be higher than the 
charge for the -ight mp imrnediltaly above the mp in which the il8ffl actullly falls. 

10 The combining of one 118m of artic:111 on which different charges ·are payable shall be lllthorind on con­
dition that the total weight does not exceed the maximum -ight of the Clt8gOry wha. me is the highest. The 
charge applicable to the total weight of the Item shall be that of the CltlgOl'Y with the hi9hest rm. 

11 The letter-post ifflns aent on PQltal Nrvice • mentioned in article 15 shall not be subject to the limits of 
weight and lize laid down in paragraph 1. H-. they shall not exClld the maximum W9ight of 30 kg per bag. 

12 Administr1ti0n1 may apply to letl8r-post il8ffll posted in their countries the maximum limit of -ight i1id 
down for artlc:les of the ..,. kind in their in18m■I Nrvice provided that such il8ffll do not eXCNd the limit of 
-ight mentioned in paragraph 1. 

Article 20 

Standardized il8ffll 

1 In connection with the provisions of article 19, par■grlPh 1, rectangUllr it9ms shall be considered standard· 
ized If their length is not 1- tha, their width multiplied by v'2. (approximal8 value 1.41 Ind if they satisfy, 
accon:ling to their preantation, the following conditions: 
a for itams in -elopes: 

items in on:linary -.lopes: 
minimum dimensions: 90 x 140 mm, with I toler■nca of 2 mm; 
maximum dimensions: 120 x 235 mm, with• toter■nc■ of 2 mm; 

maximum -ight: 20 g; 
maximum thick.-: 5 mm; 
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in addition, the add,- shall be writtan on the envelope on the plain side which ii not provided with 
I closing flap and in a 1'9CtaflgUlar area situatad at lust: 
40 mm from the top ldge of the envelope Ctolerance 2 mm); 

15 mm from the right-hand ectve: 
15 mm from the bottom edge; 
and not more than 140 mm from the right-hand edge; 

ii items in em,elCll)IS with trlnlP■nnt panels: 
dimensions, weight and thicknea of itllffll in ordinary .welopes; in addition to the general conditions 
of admillion 11t out in article 123 of the Detailed Regulations, such Items lhall 11tisfy the following 
conditions: 
the tra~t panel shall be at least: 
40 mm from the top adgt of the envelope I tolerance 2 mm); 
15 mm from the right-hand ad91: 
15 mm from the left-hand edge; 
15 mm from the bottc,m edge; 
the panel may not be botderad by a coloured bend or fr-; 

iii all items in envelCll)IS: 
the sender's addrna, when it appears on the front. shall be placed in the top left-hand comer; this 
position shall also be mignld to sarvice indications or llbels, if eny, which may be localad beneath 
the llf'lder's addrea; the items shall be cloaad by cornpte1aiy nicking down the -■ling flap of the 
envelope; 

for items in card form: 
dimensions and c:onsist9ncy of posu:ards; 
for items mentlonad in a and b: 
on the addreD side on which the add,.. shell be writtan In the direction of the length a 1'9CtangUlar arwa 
40 mm (- 2 mm) in depth from the upper adge and 7'1 mm in width from the right-hand edge shall be 

rwNried for affixing the ponage. stamp or stamps and the -llation ifflpl'laion. Inside this - the 
ponage Stampl or franking impreDion shall be applied in the top right-hand corner. 
No wording or ex~ mattw ~ mey appear: 

below the add,.., 

to the right of the addrea, from the franking and cancelling arwa to the bottom adge of the 11am, 
to the left of the add,-, In an arwa at 1.-t 16 mm wide and ruming from the fim line of the addr-
to the bottom edge of the itlm, . 
in an area 16 mm high starting from the bottom edge of the item and 140 mm long starting from the 

right-hand adge of the item. This - may be Pll'tly identical with tha. defined above. 

2 The following 119rns shall not be considerwd standlrdized: 
folded cards; 

itlms clOlld by means of staples, metal eyelets or hook fllt■nlngs; 
punched cards 11r1t urwnclOIICI Cwithout an envelope); 
items whole -.lopes are made of me1ari1I which ha fundamentally dlfferwnt physical properties from 
paper (except from the mat9rial Ulld for making the panel of window envelopes) ; 
items containing articles calling protusions; 
folded lettan llrlt unenclOIICI Cwithout an envelope) which are not cloaad on 111 sides and which are not 
rigid enough for mechanical proceaing. 

Article 21 

Perishable biological ~- Radioective materials 

1 Perishable . biological _,_ - radioactive ma-leis made up and l)Kked In accordance with the 

rapec:tive provisions of the Detailed Regulations shall be IUbject to the tariff for lttUrs and to rwgistration. 
Their admiaion shall be l'lltric:t'ed to thole member countries wh0te posul administrations have declared their 
willingnea to admit IUCh 119ml, whether rwclprocally or in one direction only. Such substances shall be forwarded 
by the quickest rou1a, normally by air, IUbjlCt to peyment of the corresponding air surcharges. 

2 Furthermore, perishable biological IUbstances may be exc:hangad only betwNn officially recognized qualified 
laboratories, while radioactive ma1ari1l1 may be pos19d only by duly a,thorized senders. 
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Anicle22 

Items wrongly admitted 

Apart from the exc:.ptions provided for in the Convention and its Detailed R1911lations, iteml not fulfilling 
the conditions laid down in anicla 19 and 21 and the Detailed R1911lations shall not be admitted. Such items 
which have been wrongly admitted shall be retumed to the administration of origin. Neverthetfts, the adminis• 
trltion of destination shall be authorized to delivtr them to the add-. In that event it shall collect on them, 
as neceuarv, the chargu prescribed for the Clt9gOry of the letter post to which they belong by renon of their 
method of closure, c:ontants, weight or size. Items of which the -ight exCNds the maximum limits laid down in 
anicle 19, paragraph 1, may be charged according to their actual -ight. 

2 Paragraph 1 shall apply by analogy to items coming within the provisions of anicle 36, paragraphs 2 and 3 . 

3 Items containing the other aniclts prohibited by anicle 36 which have been wrongly admitted to the post 
shall be dealt with according to the provisions of that article. 

Anicle 23 

Posting abroad of letttr1)0lt itmns 

A member country shall not be bound to forward Of dtliv1r to the add- letter1)0lt items which senders 
resident in its territory post or cau• to be ponld in a foreign country with the object of profiting by the lower 
charges in fon:e there. The same shall apply to such itmns ponld in large quantities, whllther Of not such postings 
are made with a view to benefiting from lower charves. 

2 Paragraph 1 shall be applied without dininction both to corrapondenc:e made up in the country where the 
sender resides and then carried across the frontier and to c:onespondence made up in a foreign country. 

· 3 Tha admininration concerned may tither l'flllm its itaml to origin or charge postage on the Items at its 
internal rates. If the sender retu.. to pay the postage, the items may be dill)Olld of in accordanc:e with the 
internal legislation of the administration conc:ernad. 

4 A member country shall not be bound to accept, forward or deliver to the add-• letter•post items 
which senden post or cau• to be l)Olttd in large quantities in a country othtr than the country where they reside. 
The administration conc:ernad may send baclc such itams to origin or return them to the senden without repaying 
the prepaid charge. 

Article 24 

Special charges 

The charges prescribed in the Convention which are collected in addition to the postage charges mentioned 
in anicle 19 shall be known• "special charges". Their amount shall be fixed in accordance with the indications 
in the table below. 

Ooscription of dWII 

• Olwgoon il9ffll pm18d1fW 
the - time for pmting 
(anicle 25, .....,., 11 

b 0lerga on IWIII PGltlld outsido 
norm. coun_,. ONnlng houn 
(anlcl1 25, .....,., 21 

Amount 

2 

Same dw'gt • in lnllfflll lefVice 

ObNrwtlono 

3 
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Convention 

DelcriPtion of c"-

c Ch- for collec1ton It 
the-dor·•­
(ll'tid126, _..3) 

d Ch- for withdrMel oullidl 
normal cauntlf -Ing houn 
(ll'tid125.--41 

I f'osto -ti ch­
(articll 25, --61 

Cherge for dllive,v to Chi 
--of a small packet 
oxCNdlng 500 g 
(erticll 25, paragraph 6 ) 

g Storagoch-
(artic11 261 

h a,..., on unc,eid or undlr!leid 
un,...- itlffll 
(article 30, porei,wlht 1 and 21 

i Ex-chergo 
(article 32, lWei,wlht 2. 3 _,d 6) 

•. ;..:. 

Amount 

2 

Somo-..• in intomal -

Somo ch-• in intomal ....a 

80 c:entimos at moot 

Ch•111 collecwd 1t the rato laid down by 
intlfflll ll9illltion for.,., --t 
item .-s;,ing more then !500 I Uc:apt 

Ii-re for the blind 

a,..., ldapad for lettln in the flm 
.. .,, - by the coumry of doliwry 
multiplied by the ratio .- the 
.,_nt of deficient--..- the 
- -.. ldapad by the coumry of 
origin; to thia ~ "'811 bl addlcl a 
handling-.. of 1 "- 1t moot or the 
chqt poacrlbld by in ..... legillltion 

0,..., which may not bl - then the 
__,,of pmtagl --- on Ill 
u.......,..i11ng1e,.. --not 

more - 6 francs 

a,..., for• ,_t for with- 4 francs II moot 

- from the Polt or II-on 
of address 
(article 33, _...., 2) 

k Chergo for• - for redirection Somo char9I • in internal -
(ll'ticto 34, __, 31 

0,..., for redirection or retum 
larticlo 34 , __, 4, and 
article 35, paragraph 8) 

m "'-1totion to cuatome cherlll 
(article 381 

n Charge coUocnd for cloll"'Y of 
an item frw of-.. Md lea 
(artlcl140, _...,. 3, 4 - Ill 
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8francsltlTIOlt 

I Chervonot•-ng3-
coHectld by the admlninnnion of 
origin 

II Additional ch..., not eXClleding 

4 francs --t -aftlf Pol1in11, collected by theadmininnnion of origin 
iii Commillion chervt not uCNding 

3 francs col- for tho blnoflt of tho 
adminiflrltion of -nation 

3 

This-.. may bl inc:naecl by 30 contifflll 
at moot - the item is dll- to the 
pl-of-

The doliwnng adminiatration may, if it so 
wilha, collect only the handling-.. 

For_, big -,,.;ning tho itlffll.,.... 
tloned in article 19, _..., 8, adminiltr> 
tlona _, collect, i.,._, of tho-.. por 
Item, a bUlk char9I not e..-;ng flw tima 
the-.. - ,_,,_ WINn ex- dlliwrv 
i,_._~ ........... edclitlonll-.. 
may bl levied in -with tho pro­
visions _,iing illfN of the - kind in 
the in11fflll NfYicl. If the - aks for 
..._ dlliwry, the -.. of the intlfflll 

- may bl collecmd 

For_, big containing the items men­
tioned in artlcta 19, __, 8, adminis­
trationa -1 collect, instNd of the ch..., 
- item, I bUlk cher9t not axCNding 
10 francs 



Ooscription of ch-. Amount 

2 

o lnqui,y ch-. 
(article 42. ~ 41 

p R~clllrft 4fnnanmoot 
lartlCle 44, ~ 1, b, Ind 2, 
-,danicle47,~ 1,b, 
Ind 21 

q lmuranc:a ~ 
lartict• 47, .....,_ 1, cl 

r O,-.forcooeraglin1trillls _to,.,,.,....,,. 
lattlcte 44, .....,_ 31 

• Advice of clallw,v clllrft 
lanicle48, ~ 11 

t Ch- for clallw,v to the 
-in­
lenicl• 49, psapapt, 11 

At moot 1 lnnc for -=t, 200 tnna of 
inalNd •• or fraction tilerlof or 
1 /2 -• of the 11:aie of the illlUNCI ------•-ntrvofdllti­
nation, _, In c:ountrla wlticll undlr· 
tab to cooer rllkl of form.....,.. 
40--•-for-....-
11)1ffl 

31nncoatmon 

50~--

3 

Convention 

For - beg c:amaining the ,_ men­
~ In ar1icle 111, ....,... 8, edmin• 
~ 111811 collect, ,,,._ of the 
dW9I per lllffl, I bulk clllrft not 
_.,. 11w ti,... the .,_nt of the 
r:llarlt per 1191'11 

ii In addition to the clllrft per itam or 
bulk ch-., -ninrationo may collect, 
fnlm the_,., or fnlm the-• 
1119Ciai charllll in-witll their 
i'"""'81 legillatjon, to - account of 
..., exClll>tionll NCUrltV _..,_ taken 
witll~u,,...-1--,d 
illlUNd .... 

2 Member countries whole ln19n'ial servicl c:hargas arw hi9her than thoa which arw fixed In paragraph 1 shall 
bl authorized to apply thlrn alto in the inumatiONII servicl .. 

Article 25 

Cherge on itllffll posted aflar the l111t1t time for posting. Charge on items posted ouuide normal counter 
opening hours. Charva for collec:tion at the sander's addrea. Charge for withdrawal ouuide normal counter 
opening hours. Pom restente charve, Charva for delivery of.lffllll pac:keu 

Administrations shall bl authorized to collect from the sender an additional charge, according to the pro­
visions of their legislation, for items handed over for ditpetch after the latest time for posting. 

2 Administrations shall .bl authorized to collect from the sender an additional charge, according to their 
legislation, for items posted at the counter ouuide normal opening hours. 

3 Adminittmions ihall bl authoriDd to collect from the sender an additional charge, according to their 
legislation, for Items colllCted by them from the sander's addrea. 

4 Administrations shall bl au1horlnd to collect from the add- an additional charge, according to their 
legislation, for items withd..-i at the counter ouuide normal opening hours. 

5 Administrations of countrla of destination may collect on items add..-! poste rwtante the lf)eCial 
ch_, If any, prescrib41d by their legi1l11tlon for itams of the same kind in their lntamal 191'1/ice. 

8 Administrations of countria of destination shall bl authorized to collect on uch small l)ICket excaeding 
the weight of 500 grammes daliverad to the add-, the special charge laid down in article 24, paragraph 1, f . 
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Convention 

Anicle26 

Storage charge 

The administration of destination shall be authoriud to collect. according to its legislation, a storage charge for 
any lttter-post ittm weighing more than 500 grammes of which the addr- h• not taken dtlivery within the 
period during which the item is held at his dispoal frte ot charge. This charge shall not apply to litarature for 
tht blind. 

Anicle27 

Payment ot postage 

As a general rula, ittml mentioned in article 18, with tht exception of those which are dtaltwith in articles 15 
to 17, shall be fully Pf'IPlid by the sender. 

2 The administration ot tht country ot origin may mum unpaid or undtrpaid letter-post ittm1 to the sender 
tor the latter to makt up th• postage hi1111tlf. 

3 The administration of origin may also itstlf undtrtakt to Pf'IPIY underpaid letter-post ittml or make up the 
postage on underpaid ittml and collect the milling amount. from the sender. 

4 If the administration of origin dots not apply any of the options provided for in paragraphs 2 and 3 or if 
the postage cannot be fflldt up by the tel!dtr, unpaid or. underpaid lfflllrs and postelrds shall still be forwarded 
to the country of destination. Other unpaid or underpaid iUtms may also be forwarded. 

5 Items properly paid for their first ~inion and on which the supplernent1ry charge has been paid 
before their redirection shall bt CONidtrad as duly p,9peid. 

Anicle 28 

Methods of denoting Pf'IPIYment 

Prepayment shall be denoted by means of any of the following methods: 
a postage stamps, valid in the country or origin, printed or affixed; 
b impreaions of officially approved franking machines operating under the direct supervision of the postal 

administration; 
c impressions made by I printing prea or other printing or stamping procea when such svstam is authorized 

by the f99Ulltions of the administration of origin; 
d imcription •~r-,,o,r." tollOMd by an indication showing that P0stlllt h• been paid, eg "Tu, 

,,._# (TPI, for _. or pack.,. of n--,s and perlodlcal1 Mnt under the Subacrlptlon1 to 

NewlPIPffl and Periodicals Agreement, providad that such inlCl'iption and indication is made in one of the 
ways laid down in subparagraph c. 

2 P,.,,.yment of printad papers for the same add..- at tht sane addrea which are inserted in I special bag 

shall be denoted by one of "the methods referrad to in paragraph 1 and the total amount shown on the address 
label on the big. 
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Convention 

Article 29 

Prepayment of letter-post itams on board ship · 

1 Items posted on board ship It the ~ terminal points of the voy191 Of' It any intamlldlata port of call shall 
be prepaid by muns of postage stamps and according to the mas of the country in whose Wl1ltl1 the ship is lying. 

2 If the items are posted on board on th• high -• they may be prepaid, In the lblence of spacial .-,it 
betwwn the administrations concerned, by .,._ of the PCJ1t191 stamps and ac:conling to the ,,_ of the country 
to which the ship appertains or is under contract. Items prepaid In this way must be handed over to the post 

office at the port of call • soon u pcmlble lftar the arrival of the ship. 

Artielt30 

Charge on unpaid or underpaid eorrespoodtnc:e 

An administration of origin that itlllf undertakes to Pf'8PaY unpaid letter•post items or make up the postage 

on underpeid Items and collect th• milli119 amount from the ander, shall also be authoriad to collect from the 
sander the handling charge laid down in article 24, paragraph 1, h. 

2 Where l)lrllll'IPh 1 is not applied, unpaid or und■rpaid items shall be liable to the spacial charge, payable by 
the llddreuee or, in the CIN of returned items, by the tllldlr, laid down in lrticle 24, pa-agraph 1, h. 

3 Regiltfflld itams and illlUred letten shall be regardld on arrival • duly prepaid. 

Article 31 

lntamltional reply coupons 

Post1I administrations shall be permlttad to •II lntffllltional reply coupons iauld by the International 
Bureeu and to limit their sale in ICICOrdance with their internal legislation. 

2 The value of the reply coupon shall be 1.50 tranes and the •lli1111 price fixld by thl administrations con-
cerned may not be lea thin this value. 

3 Reply coupons shall be exehlngnblt in any member country tor one or more PC1ft191 sumps repreNttti119 
the minimum post1ge pqpaylblt on an unregistared itttar Nflt lbrotd by surf- mail, It the regulations of the 
administration of the country of exchange permit, reply coupons shall also be exehangelble tor postll stationery. 
When I sufficient number of reply coupons are prean18d, administrations shall be requirld to supply the postage 

sumps 118C8111ry tor the minimum portage P19P1Yli>lt on 111 unregisttred letter tor dispatch by air as a surcharged 
ltam. 

4 The administrltlon of• member country may, in addition,.....,,,. the right to require the reply coupons 
Ind the itarns to be prepaid in exchange for thme reply coupons to be prewntlld It the _,,. time. 
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Co11V911tion 

In countries whent the administration performs the llfVice, llttllr•post items shall, It the 11nder's raquest, 

be delivered by special ffllAll'llllr • soon • poaible m.r their arrival 1t the delivery office; "-var,• n191rds 
insured lettln, the adminiltrltion of destillltion may, whent iu ragul1tions so provide, deliftl' by expna an 
advice of arrival of the item and not the item lt11lf. 

2 Ti- items, called "expms", shall be subject, in addition to the pon■g11 , to the special charge laid down 
in article 24, paragraph 1, i. This c:h■r,11 shall be fully paid In ldv■la. 

3 When expna dllivery involva IPICi■I demlnds on the administration of destination • n191rds either the 
situation of the add,-' s lddr• or the dly or tima of ■rriv1l It the office of destination, the delivery of the 
item and the poalble collection of ■n addition■ ! chlrge shall be governed by the provisions relating to it■ms of 
the same kind in the imam■ I llfVice. 

4 Express items on which the total amoum of the charges payable in adv■nce ha not been completely paid 
shall be delivered • ordinary mail unless they have been trelted • express by the office of origin. In the latter 
evem a charge shall be collected on them in ■ccord■nce with article 30 . 

5 Administrations mav confine 1tMmulva to malting only one attempt It expms dllivery. If that attemPt 
fails, the ium may be 1l'Uted • ■n ordinary it9m. 

6 If the regulations of the administrations of destination permit, add,_ may ak the delivery office to 
deliver to them by express Immediately on arrival items which ■re intended for tham. In that CIR the adminis­
tration of destination shall be authorized to collect, on delivery, the chlrge that applies In its intllmll 11rvice. 

Article 33 

Withdrawal from the post. Alteration or c:omction of add,- It the lllldlr's request 

The ..,._ of I lffller-po,t Item may ~ ·1t withd,._, from the poet, or hae iu lddrea ahlred, so long 
as the item: 
a hll not been deliver9CI to the add,_.; 
b hll not been confilCated or dlltrov«I by the comp1tant authMitia beclu• of Infringement of lrtic:le 36; 
c hll not been 111nd by virtue of the legitlltion of the country of destination. 

2 The raquest to be m■de to this eff9ct shill be forwarded by post or by telegraph It the IXPlftll of the 
sender who shall pay, for NCh l'll(IUNt. the special chargl laid down in article 24, l)ll'lgrlPh 1, j. If the request is 
to be forwarded by telegraph, the Nndlr shall PIY in addition the appropriate telegraph ctwve. If the item Is 
still in the country of origin, the l'wqllllt for withdrawal from the post. or al191'ation or correction of address, 
shall be dNlt with ICCOl'ding to the legislation of that country. 

3 If its legislation permits, NCh ldministmlon shall be bound to accept 1'8QUNts for withdrawal from the 
post or alteration of the lddrwa In respect of any llttllr-pon Item posted In the service of other administrations. 

4 If the sender wishes to be informed by telegraph of the action taken by the office of destination on his 
request for wlthdl'IWII from the post or ■Iteration of the add,-, he shall pay for this purpott the relative tel• 
graph charge. If telegrams ■re ulld, the telegraph c:h■rge shill be that for a reply-paid telegram, calcullted on i 
fifteen-word bais. Whan telex it utld, the talegraph chargl to the lllldlr shall normally be the - amount • 
that chll'glld for forwarding th■ l9QIINt by telex. 

5 The charges pmcribed in Pll"lll'IPh 2 shall be l■vied only orice for ach request for withdr-1 from the 

post or altaration ot add,- involving --■I hlmt posted It the s■me time. It the - office, by th■ s■me 
sender to the sarne ldd,-. · 

6 A 1'9C!IMlt for 1imple cornc:tion of add,- lwi1hout altaration of the ...,,. or ttatu1 of the add,-) may 

be made direct to the office of datillltion by the tender, that is to...,, without cornpli1nce with the fonnalities 
and without payment of the special charv- l)NICribed in l)lrlllrlPh 2. 

7 An item shall be mumed to origin by air following I raquest for withdr-1 from the post when the s■nder 
undertak• to pay the corrwponding air aurch■rv-. When an item is redirec:tld by air following a req&Mst for 
al1lrltion of add,-, the corresponding 1ir .. rch■rv- shall be collected from the add- and shall remain the 
property of the delivll'ing administration. 
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Article 34 

Redirection 

Convention 

If ., tdd,- c:hangn his tddreu, lmar1)Cllt Items shell be refolwardtd to him forthwith, under the 
conditions prn:ribed in the imamai NrYict, un'- the sander ha forbidden rtdira:tion by meens of I nou on 
the addrw lid■ in I ltn9111g■ known in the coumrv of destinlltlon. Neventleiel&, rwforwarding from one coumrv 
to another shall be •tt.ct.d only if the Items satisfy the conditions for the further conveyance. In the cae of 
rtdirwc:tion by 1ir, artlcltl 76, paragraphs 2 to 5, of the Convention end 195 of the Detailed Regulations shall be 
applied. 

2 Each adminifflltion may lay down I rtdira:tion period in l0CORlanc:t with that in force in its intemei 
NrYice. 

3 Administrltiona which collect I c:harve for requests for redirection in their intemel •rvices shill be autho-
rized to collect this llffll charge in the internltiontl 11rvict. 

4 Apart from the exCll)tions provided for in the Detailed Regui■tions, no additional charge may be collected 
for the redirection of lm.r1)Cllt itam1 from coumry to coumrv. H-•• ldminiltnltions which collect I charge 

for redirwc:tion of itaml in their intamal NrYict lhali be authorized to collect this - cht,ve on the intemationel 
mail redira:tld within their own countries. 

5 l.mer1)Cllt ltllms which .. redirwc:ttd lhlll be delivered to the tdd,_ on payment of the chargn 
incurred on c1tpartu,., on fflivtl, or in course of tr1111111ission due to redirection after the first trammiaaion, with­
out prajudice to the payment of cu~ duty or othll' spec:ili c:hll9IS which the country of datination does not 
cancel. 

6 In the event of redirection to another country, tha P0ltB renan111 c:harve, the pr9Ml1tltion to CUltOffll 

c:harve, the ltOrlg■ charge, the c:ommillion charge, the tdditionli exprwa ch111'91 ind the charge for dllivery of 
small peckt1ts to the ldd,-s shill bl -lied. 

Article 35 

Undeliverable i-. Return to coumry of origin or to Mnder 

Items which it ha not prowtd polliblt to dllivll' to the add- for wh-,-, shall be considered 
• undeliverable i-. 

2 Undeliverable items ahlll bl ,.turned for1hwlth to the coumry of origin. 

3 The period of re11tntion for i11tm1 held 1t tha d~I of the tdd- or tdd.....cl pone restlnW shill 
bl fixed by the l'IIIIUiations of the ldJninistration of destination. As I geMl'II rule, howll¥tr, this period may not 
exceed one month, mcc:apt In Plrticu• - where 1ht administration of dlltillltion conaidln it -rv to 
ex11tnd It to e ffllllimum of two momhs. Return to 1ht coumry of origin 111111 bl 1ffac:11td within I shorter period 
if the sander h• l'9CIUIS1ltd it by • no11t on the tddreu lide in • lln1IUIIII k,- In the country of destination. 

4 Undeliverable Items of the in11tmtl NrYice shell be rtdirwc:ttd abroad for return to the sender only If they 
satisfy the conditions for 1ht further COIW9'(WICI. 

5 Postctrda which do not bnr the lddrwa of the sender 111111 not be returned. H-er. registered poste1rds 
lh1II elways be returned. 

6 The return to origin of undeliverable printed papen 111111 not be compulsory, uni- the sender h• Mked 
for their return by muns of • no11t on th• i11tffl in a language k,- in the coumry of destination. Registered 
printed papen and books 111111 always be returned. 

7 In the event of return to the coumry of origin by air, articles n of 1ht Convention and 195 of the Detailed 
Regut■tlons shell be applied. 

8 Undeli'lffllble letter-post Items returned to 1ht country of origin 111111 be dllivered to aenden according to 
the conditions laid down in article 34, Plr■orlPh 5. Such itll'IIS shall not give ri• to the collection of WIY lddi­
tlonal ch_, acept for - exceptions provided for In - On■lled Regulations. HOW1¥1r, administrations which 
collect a chwge for raturn of 11ltffll in their in1ltmll service shell be authorized to collect this same charge on the 
in1ltmltionat mail returned to thll'n. 
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Convention 

Anicle36 

Prohibitions 

Letter-POil 1tem1 which, by 1heir packing, may expoa officials to danger or eoil or dlmlgl other Items or 
postal equipment shall not be admin.d. Me1III fan.nan 1111d for clOling it9ffll shall not hwe sharp edges, nor 
shell they hamper the execution of the postal lll'Vice. 

2 Items other then regiflared Iman in• clOlld emelope end lnsunid Iman may not cont1in coin, bank no1111, 

currency notes or 11CUrltl11 of any kind payable to barer, travellen' cheques, platinum, gold or silver, menu­
fec:tunid or not, precious stones, jtMls Ind o1htr v1lulblt ertk:lts. 

3 Apart from the exoeptions provided for In the Dtteiltcl Regulations, prinud pepen, literature for the blind 
and smell 1>1Cl<ets: 
I 

b 

4 

• 
b 
C 

shell not beer 1ny inlCription or cont1in any document hiving the chlrlc:lar of currwn: and l)ll'lontl corres­
pondence; 
shell not c:ont.1in any post1g1 sump or form of prepayment, whether cancelled or not. or any peper repre-

senting • monetary vtlue. 

The i111trtion in letter-post items of the following anicles shall be prohibited: 
anicla which, by their nature may _,. the dangers or damage mentioned in paragraph 1; 
111n:otics Ind psychwopic a,bstlncas; 
live enimlls, excapt: 

bees, leeches end sllk-worms; 
ii parasites and destroyers of noxious inacts intlnded for the control of thole insects Ind exch1f1118(1 

be1-n officlllly nicognlzed institutions; 
h-, the exQIPtions mentioned in i and ii shall not apply to insunld Iman; 

d explosive, ftemmllblt or other dangerous a,bstlnc:es; nevarthel-, the perishllblt biological a,bstlncls Ind 
rediOICtive substlnclt mentionld in lrtic:le 21 shell not come within this prohibition; 

e obcene or immoral ertlc:la; 
trticlts of which the importation end circulation Is prohibited in the country of dtstlnr.lon. 

5 ltam1 containing ll'tic:lts mentlonad in paragraph 4 which have been wrongly ldmltlld to the pon shall 
bt dult with according to the legislation of the country of the administration estlblithing their preance. Letters 
ffllY not contain documents hiving the character of current and penonal cormpo11de11c:e exc:hlngld between 
persons other thin tht llf1dlr end the lldd- or PfflOIII living with them. If the administration of the country 

of origin or destination ditccwtn the Pretenc:9 of such documents, It shall dltl with them according to Its legis­
lation. 

6 Nevarthel•, ltllffll cont1ini119 articles mentioned in paragraph 4, b, d and e, shall In no circumnanc:es be 
forwarded to their destination, delivtr9d to the llddrema or returned to origin. The administration of dtltlna­
tion may deliver to the add- the pan of the coments which is not subject to a prohibition. 

7 When ., item wrongly admitted to the P0lt Is neither returned to origin nor delivered to the add-, the 
administration of origin shall be notified without delay how It has bNn dtalt with. 

8 M-,., the right of every member country shall bt rtNrwd to deny C011¥11Yll1CII in transit icNc:ouvtrt 
over its territory to letter1)01t items, other thin letttn and pmu:ards, which do not utlsfy the legal requi,-nu 
governing the conditions of their publication or circulation in that country. Such items shall be returned to the 
administration of origin. 

Anicle37 

Customs control 

The postal administrations ·of the countries of origin Ind datlnation shall be authoriud to submit letter-post 
items to c:unoms control, eccordlng to the legislation of those countria, and, If ,-,ry, to open them officially. 
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Convention 

Articte38 

Prewntation to custom1 cherve 

Items submitted to cunorns control in the coumrv of origin or of destination, • the c:aN may be, mey be sub­
jtcted either for submiaion to Customs and c:uatoms cinrlnce or for submiaion ·to Customs only,• ■ postal 
c:h■rge, to the special c:h■rg■ l■id down in article 24, par■graph 1, m. 

Article 39 

Customs duty and other fNI 

Postal tdministrations sh■il be a,thorizld to colilc:t from the Nndln or ■dd,- of ltams, • the CMe may be, 
the cultOml duty ■nd ■11 other 1-which may bl due. 

Article40 

lt■ms for delivery frat of ch■rges and f-

in the 191Vict ~ th01e member countries wh01e l)Oltll tdminiatrations h- notlflld their aor-nt 
to that effac:t llflden m■y, by me- of e previous dlci■r■tlon at the office.of origin, undlrt■ke to pay the whole 
of the CNrgm and te. to which the iUml ■re subject on delivery. So long • ■n ltam h■s not been delivered to 
the ■ddreme, the eender may Ilk ■ftar posting that the itlffl be delivered frw of charges ■nd f-. 

2 In the - provided for in p■r■gr■ph 1, llflden sh■II undert■lce ta.pay the emounts which m■y bl claimed 
by the office of destination ■nd , if ,,_ry, P■Y ■ sufficient deposit. 

3 The tdminiatr■tion of origin lh■II colllc:t from the eender thec:h■rg■ provided for in ■nicle 24, par■graph 1, n, 
which it shall ratain • PIY-nt for 191Vices rendlrtd in the country of origin. 

4 In the c:aN of ■ request l'llldl ■ftar posting. the ■dministr■tion of origin sh■II ■lso collect the ■dd ition■I 

ch■rgl i■ id down in ■rticle 24, p■r■gr■ph 1, n, Ii. If the request ii to bl forw■rded by telegraph, the Nnder shall 
pay in ■ddition the tailgraph ch■rgl. 

5 The tdminiltration of dlltin■tion wit bl aithoriztd to colilc:t on IICh item the commillion ch■rge l■id 
down in ■rticle 24, paragraph,. n, Iii. This c:h■rg■ shall be indepe11dent of that pnncribed in article 38. It shall 
be collected from the eender on behalf of the tdministrltion of dlstin■tion. 

6 Every adminiltrltion m■Y restrict to ragistarad it■ms and i1111.1rad letttri the •rvict of del ivery frat of 
charges and f-. 

Article41 

C.-ilation of CllstDffll duty ■nd other fNI 

POIUII ■dminiatr■tions lh■II undertake to Nek from the appropri■ie 11rvic■s in their country c■nc■ ll■tion of 
antorns duty and other fNI on iUml returned to origin, destroyed bec■ull of total damage to the contents or 
radiracttd to ■ third country. 
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Article 42 

Inquiries 

Inquiries from Uttrs shall be 1mertained within a period of a VIII' from the day after that on which the item 
w•l)Oltad. 

2 Each administration shall be bound to dlll with inquiries within the shomst J)Ollible time. 

3 Each ldministrltlon shall be bQund to accept inquirits relating to any 119111 l)Oltld in the rervicl of another 
administration. 

4 Unlla the tender his already paid thechll'gll for an lldYicl of delivery, the special chlrge laid down in article 24, 
paragraph 1, o, may becolllctlld on IICh inquiry. If a l'9qU8lt isl!IIGI fortrl!Wlliaion by telegraph, the telegraph 

charge for transmitti119 the inquiry and, where applicable, the reply shall be colllctlld in addition to the inquiry 
charge. If telegrams are uted for the reply, the telegraph charge shall be that for a reply-paid telegram, calculated 
on a fifteen.word blsi$. Whan telex it uted, the telegraph charge to the sender lhlll nom11lly be the - amount 
as that c:hlrged for forwlird Ing the inquiry by telex . 

5 If the inquiry relatlll to 11¥11'11 itllffll postad It the llffll time It the llffll office by the llffll llnder. and 
addreued to the Sllffll add,._, only one charge shall be collectlld. H-..-. in the ca. of registered items or 
imured letters which hid, It the sender's reqllltt, to be forwarded by dlfflmlt routes, a 11par1te chlrge shall be 
colllCtld for IICh of the routes Ulld. 

6 If the inquiry h• been OCCllioned by a service error, the IPICill charge referred to in Plf'llll'aph 4 shall be 
refvndlld by the administration which collectlld It; ~ .... in no ca. mey this chl191 be demanded from the 
administration which is responsible for paying the Indemnity. 

Chapter II 

Registered item1 and Insured lett9n 

Article 43 

Admission of regimred lettllrs 

1 The llttllr-post Items specified in anlcle 18 may be llfft • registered items. 

2 A receipt shall be hlndell O¥lf frle of charge to the sender of a registered Item It the time of posting. 

3 If the internal legislation of the countries of origin and of destination ellows, regiltllred letters in closed 
envelopes may contain coin, bank notas, currency notes or 11CUritils of any kind payable to bearer, travellers' 
chequ15, platinum, gold or sllver, manufac1ured or not, precious stones, j-ls and other valuable 1rticles. 

Article 44 

Cherves on regi1t11red letters 

The charge on r99isteNd hlml lhall be paid in advance. It lhall be made up of : 
a the postage chlrge, according to the Cl111110rv of item; 
b the fixed r19ittrltion chlrge laid down in lrtic:le 24, paragraph 1, p. 

2 In _. whent exClptional IICUritv me.ures are required, ldminiltnltions may collect the special charges 
provided for in article 24, paragraph 1, p. · 

3 Postal administrations p...,..-.d to cover risks of force majeure shall be authorized to collect the special 
charge laid down in article 24, paragraph 1, r. 
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Anicle46 

Admission of insured letters 

Letters containing IICUritin, valuable doc:ufflfflU or 1nicles and called "insured letters" ITIIV be exchwiged 
with insurance of the c:o11111nu for the value declared by the sender. This exchange shall be restric:tlld to thoae 
member countries wh011 portal administrations hive decllRd their willingMa to admit such itemS, whether 
rac:iprocally or in one direction only. 

2 A r-ipt shill be handed over me of charge tq the sender of an insured im.r 1t the time of posting. 

3 Admininr1tions shall take the ,_rv IIINalrw to provide, IS far IS possible, the insured lett11r service 
It Wiery office in their countries. 

Anicle46 

Insured lemrs. Insured value 

1- In principle, the amount of thl insured v1lua shall be unlimited. 

2 NWierthelea, "lfV administration may limit thl insured value, 10 far ·11 it is concerned, to 1n amount 
which may not be 1- thin 5000 francs, or to the ll'IIOUnt ld01)111d in Ju internal service if that amoum is less 
than 5000 francs. 

3 In the service i--n countries whic:h h- adopted diffentm maxima, thl lower limit shall be observed by 
both. 

4 The insured value may not exCINd the actUII value of the contams of the item, but it shall be permiaible 
to insure only part of that value; the ■moum of the insurance for PIPlfS whole value rwidts in the con of their 
preparation may not exCNd the con of replacing the doc:umenu in CIR of 1011. 

5 Fr■udulem insuranc:a for ■ value greater than thl actual value of the con111nu of an item shall be liable to 
the legal prOCNdings p~ibld by the ltgislation of the country of ori;in. 

Anicle 47 

Ch■rges on insured lettllrs 

The charge on insured lettlln 111111 be peid in advance. It shall be made up of: 
I the ordin■ry postage charge; 
b the fix■d 1119ittmion charge laid down in article 24, paragraph 1, p; 
c the ina,-~ laid down in •"icl• 24, paragraph 1, q . 

2 In - where exceptional NCUritv me1&1rts ■re required, ldmininr■tlons may collect the special charge 
provided for in ■nicle 24, paragraph 1, p , column 3, ii. 
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A"icle48 

Advice of delivery 

The sender of a rwgistltfed it1lm or inail'9d llttlr may apply for an advice of delivary on payment at the time 
of posting of the c:hargl·laid down in a"icle 24, paragraph 1, s. This advice of delivery shall be retufflld to him by 
the quickest routa (air or surf-I. 

2 When the sender inquires about an advice of delivery which he has not ,-ived within a normal period, 
neither I second charge nor the c:harve prwcribed in article 42 for inquirias lhall be collect9d. 

A"icle49 

Delivery to the add,- in person 

In the •rvice ~n those administrations which hava given their consent. r.gist91'9d itams and insured 
lettars shall, at the sender's request, be delivered to the .addreae in person. Administrations may agree to allow 
this option only for registered itams and in&11'9d fatten accompanied by an advice of detivary. In both-• the 
sender shall pay the special charge laid down in a"icl• 24, paragraph 1, t. 

2 Administrations shall make a NCOnd attampt to deliver such itams only if thera is a presumption that it will 
be aicc:essful. 

Ch1p11tr 111 

Liability 

A"icle 50 

Principle and a,ctent of liabllity of postal administrations. Ragistarad itams 

Postal administrations shall be liabla only for the loa of reginar.d itams. Their liability shall be • binding 
for items conveyad i dlcolMrt • far thOII forwarded in c:IOlld mails. 

2 Total thaft of or total damage to the c:ontants of rwgistanld items shall be aquatad with the 1011 theniof, 
provided that the packing - racognized • IUfficiant to guarantN the contents efflc:tivety against accidental 
risks of theft or damage and that the irngut■rities in question _. established befarw delivery of the item w• 
taken by the add,_, or by the sender in the cae of rwtum to origin. 

3 Administrations nay undertake to cover also risks which may 11111 from a ceN of force majeure. They shall 
then be liable towards tenders of itams posted In their country for any 1011 due to I cae of force majeure occur­
ring at any time during trammiaion of the items, including redirwc:tion or rwtum to origin. 

4 If a registered tmar is lost. the sender shall be antltled to an indemnity the amount of which shall be fixed 
at 60 francs per item. This amount may be ralad to 300 francs for each special bag of printlld papen such as are 
mentioned in article 19, paragraph 8, •m rwgistared. 

5 The sender may waive this right in favour of the ~ - The sender or the add,_ may authorize a 
third penon to receive the indemnity If lnwmat legislation allowa this. 

6 Notwithstanding paragraph 4, 1he add,- shall be entitled to the indemnity attar taking delivery of a 
totally rifled or totally dlffllll9d 11am. He may waive his rights in favour of 1he sander. 

7 The administration of origin shall h- the option of paying senders in its country the indemnities prescribed 
by its intemal legislation for registered itams, provided that they 1.-. not tower than those laid down in par• 
graph 4 . Howwer, th• amounts laid down in paragraph 4 lhall remain applicable: 

in the event of recoursa against th• edministrltion tiabll; 
ii if the llllder waives his rights in favour of the add,_., 
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Article 51 

Principle 1111d extwnt of liability of poltll ldminiltmions. lnsurwd lmaB 

Postal administrations shall be liable for the loa of, theft from or dlffllge to insurwd lttttn, exaipt IS 

provided for in article 53. Their liability shall bt IS binding for lttttn COIMIYed i d6couvtrt IS for those for• 
warded in clottd meils. 

2 Adminiltrttions may undertake to - alto risks which mey Iii• from I C1N of force mejeure. They 
shall then bt liable towards Nnden of lttten potted in their country for any loa, theft or dlffllgt due to I cast 

of force mejeure occurring tt any time during trllllllliaion of the itlml, including rwdirwction or return to origin. 

3 The ltndtr shall bt entitled to an lndtmnlty cor,aponding, in principle, to the ctUII amount of the loss, 
theft or dlffll!II; indirwct loss or ioa of profits shall not bt liken into consideration. H-er, this indemnity 
may in no c:aa exceed the amount of the insured value in gold frlllCI. In CIN of redirection or return to origin by 
surface of an insured air letter, liability shall bt limited, tor the MCOl1d journey, to that applicable to items Nnt 
by thtt rouu. 

4 Notwithstanding Pll'l!lfaph 3, the add..- shall be enti11td to the indemnity after delivery of a rifitd or 
damaged insured letter . 

5 The indemnity shall be calculated according to the current price, converted into gold francs. of trticles of 
value of the - kind, 1t the pl- and time tt which they ware eccep1ld for conveyance; failing a current price, 
the indemnity shall bt calculated according to the ordinary vllue of articles wh011 value is aNaad on the -
basal. 

. 6 When an indemnity is due for the loa, total theft or total dlffllgt of an insurwd letter, the tender, or, by 
application of paragraph 4, the add-, shall alto ba entitled to ,-payment of the charges and t.. paid, with 
the exception of the Insurance ch.-ge which shall bt retained in awry caN by the ldministrttion of origin. 

7 The ltndtr mey waive his rights as pmcribed in peregraph 3 in favour of the add..-. Convflwly, the 
add..- may waive his rights as prncribed in paragraph 4 in favour of the •ndtr. The ltndtr or the add­
may authorize a third party to receive the Indemnity if in11tmal legislation allows this. 

Article 52 

Non-liability of poltll ldministrttions. Registlnd itlml 

Postal administrations shall - to bt liable for regis1ertd items which they heve delivered accoFding either 
to the conditions laid down in their regulttions for items of the - kind or to thOlt set out in article 11, para­
graph 3. 

2 They shall not bt liable: 
for the loss of registered Items: 
a in cases of force majeure. The adminiltrttion in wh011 service the loa occurrwd shall decide, accord• 

ing to the laws of its country, whtther the loa is due to cil'CUffll1lnCls amounting to a cast of fon:e 
majeure: theN cin:umstlnCIS shall be communicatld to the administration of the country of origin 
it the latter administration so requens. Ntvtrthtltss, the ldminiltmion of the dispau:hing country 
shall nlll be liable if it has undtrtlken to cover risks of force mejeure l1rticie 44, parlgl'lph 31 ; 

b when they cannot account for i- owing to - -ion of official records by force mai11Ure, 
provided that proof of their lilbllity has not been otherwi• producad; 

c when the sender ,has mid• no Inquiry within the period pl'IIICl'ibed in article 42, paragraph 1; 
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ii for reginet'9d items which, 11 notified by the ldmininration of the country of destination, h- been 
detained or seizld under the legislation of that country; 

iii for raginared itfflll confi1C111d or dlnroyed by the COfflP919nt IU1hority in the ca. of items whole con-
tents fall within the prohibitions spacified in anicla 36, paragraphs 2, 3, b, and 4 ; 

iv for raiginarad itfflll which hawe suffwad damage arising from the natura of tht contents of the itam. 

3 Ponal administrations shall ~ no liability for CUlt0ffll decllnrtions in whatawtr form me. ara made, 
nor for decisions taken by the CunOffll in eccordanc:a with article 38, .,.,._ 4, f, on -ination of ltttar• 
pon ittml submittad to cunoms control. 

Article 53 

Non-liability of postal ldminiltmions. lnsurad ltttffl 

i::,ona1 administrations shall - to bt liable for insurad ltttffl which they hw• dtlivtrtd according tither 
to the conditions laid d- in their intamal ragualtions for i1aml of the llfflt kind, or thole set out in article 11 , 
paragraph 3; liability shall, h-•• bt maintained: 
a when theft or dlmaga i1 dilcover9d tither bttor. delivery or It the tima of delivery of the itam or when, 

intamal legislation permitting, the add,-, 01' the --.. if it ia 1'11Umad to origin, maka -ltiOl'II in 
taking delivery of a rifltd 01' dlffllOll(I 11am; 

b when the add,-e 01', in the c:aa of l'l1Llm toorilin, thtandtr, although having given a proper dilCharge, 
notifies the delivery administration without delay that ht has found dlffllllll and fumilhts proof that the 
theft or damage did not occur attar delivery. 

2 Ponal administrations shall not bt liable: 
for the 1011, theft or dlmaga of imurad lttffl'I: 
a in Cll8 of force majeura. Tht administration in whole ltfVice tht 1011, theft or damage occ:urrad shall 

decide according to the laws of its country, WNthtr the 1011, theft or damage - due to cin:um• 
rtancn amounting to force majeura; me. circumstanca shall bt conwnunicatld to the administration 
of the country of origin, if the lattar ldmininmion 10 requests. Ntvtrthtlas, tht administration of 
the dispatching country shall nlll be liable if it has undertaken to cower ritks of force majeura larticlt 47, 
paragraph 1, cl ; 

b when they cannot -nt for itaml owing to the destruction of official 1'91:0rdl by force majeura 
l)fOVidld that proof of their liability has not been otti.wise produced; 

c when the dlffll9t h• bttn CIUlld by the fault or nag1...- of the sender or ariRs from the nature of 
the contlntl of the itam; 

d in the CIII of itlffll whoa contents fall within the prohibitiOl'II specified in aniclt 36, peragraph 4 , in 
10 far 11 ~ itams hl¥t bttn confilca18d or datroyed by the c:ompstent authority btcluse of their 
contants; 

e in the c:aa of itlffll which h- been frludullmly insurad for a sum grqtar thWI the actual value of 
the contlntl; 

when the NnCler has made no inquiry within one yur from the day after that on which the item was 
pomd; 

ii for insurad lettln •iztd under the ltgillation of the country of dettination; 
ii i in the case of - or air com,ey-- when they have made it known that they are unable to -,>t liability 

for imurad ltttan on board the ships or aircraft uNd by them; they, ntverthelas, shall asume in respect of 
the trllllit of lnsurad ltttffl in doald mails the liability which i1 laid d- for regiltlrtd itlffll. 

3 Ponal ldminiltrltlons shall IIDPt no liablllty for CUltoffll dtclamionl, in whataver form theN an, made, 
nor for dtcilions taktn by the Cultoml orr examination of itlffll .aubmitt9d to ainoms control. 
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The sender of I letter.post item shall be lilblt, within the - limits • administrations themselves, for 
my damage caulld to other postal iums • a reailt of the dilpatch of articles not ICCIIPtlble for conveyance or 
by the norH>blervlllCII of the condtlons of acc.ptanel, provided there ha been no fault or negligance on the pan 
of administrations or carriers. 

2 The acceptlnCe by the office of posting of such an item lhall not reli- the tender of his liability. 

3 An administration which finds damage that is due to the fault of the llnder shall inform the administration 
of origin, whOl8 responsibility it is to take action 191inst the Nndar where appn,priate. 

Article 55 

Determination of liability bttwNn postal administrations. R19iltel'ld itams 

Until the contrary is prO¥ed, liablllty for the 1011 of a registered it9ffl lhall rest with the postal administra­
tion which, having 111C11ived it without comment and being furnished with all the precribed means of inquiry, 
cannot prove either delivery to the add- or, where appropriate, carrec:t v..t.r to another administration. 

2 Until the conU'lry is proved, and IUbject to paragraph 3, an intarmediate administration or administration 
of destination shall be relieved of all liability: 
a when it ha oblerved articla 4 and the provisions for inspection of malls and fflablishment of imgularities; 
b when it can prove that it - not informad of the inquiry until after the dlnruc:tion of the official records 

relating to the Item in question, the period of retantion prncribed in article 107 of the Detailed Regula­
tions having expired; this reservation shall not prwjuclic:e the rights of the applicant; 

c when, in the CIM of individual entry of registered itams, correct deliwry of the lost Item cannot be proved 
because the adminisll'ltlon of origin did not obarve article 157, peragrl!)h 1, of the Detailed Regulations 
conc:eming the detailed entry of reigstered Items on the C 12 lmltr bill or on the C 13 spacial lists. 

3 If, however, the 1011 occurs in course of convevaa without it being poaibleto IStlblish in which country's 
territory or service it happened, the administrations concerned shall bear the loa equally. 

4 When • regiltel'ld item ha been lost owing to force mejeure, the administration in whOl8 territory or -· 
vice the loa ocx:urred shall not be liable to the dispdching administration unlea the two countries undertake to 
cover risks of force rnajeure. 

5 CustomS duty and other fNs of which It ha not been poaible to _,,. cancellation shall be borne by the 
·administrations liable for the loa. 

6 An administration which ha paid the indemnity shall take over the rights, up to the amount of the indem­
nity, of the person who ha received it in any action which may be tak■n 1g1inst the add-, the sender or 
third partial. 

Article 56 

Determination of liability bttwNn postal administrations. Insured letters 

1 Until the con1ntl'y 11 ~ . liability lhall rest with th• ponal administration which, having received the 

it■m without comment and being furnished with all the precribed ma■ns of inquiry, cannot prove either delivery 
to the add- or, where appropriate, carrec:t tr-1er to another administration. 
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2 Until the contnlrY is prCMd, and subject to paragraphs 6 , 8 and 9 , an intfflllldlate administn1tion or admin-
istration of destination shall be relieved of all liability: 
a when it ha oblatwd the provisions of article 165 of 1he Detailed Regulations, on individual inspection of 

insur9d lfflars; 
b when it can prove that It - not informed of the inquiry until after the destruction of the official l'9COl'ds 

relating to the item in qlllltion, the period of mention pracribed in article 107 of the Detailed R1911I• 
tions h1¥ing expir9d; this r.arvllllon shall not snjudice the rights of the applicant. 

3 When the losa, theft or dlrnllgt occurs in the ..,,ice of en air carrier, the administration of the country 
which coll1C11 the i:onveyanca dUN in ~ with .-ticle 82, paragraph 1, shall raimburse the administration 
of ori;in for the indlmnity paid to the sender, subject to paragraph 6 of this article. It shall be for the formar 
administration to l1ICOVII' this amount from the air carrier in question. Wher9 the administn1tion of origin settles 
the conveyance dues dil'ICt with the air carrier in virtue of article 82, paragraph 2, it shall itself Nek reimbursa­
ment of the indemnity from the air carrier. 

4 Until the contrary is prov«I, en administration which q fOl'Wlrded an insured iettar to another adminis• 
tration shall be relieved of all liability if the office of exchange to which the item ha been consigned q not sent 
to the dispau:hing administration, by the first available mail after inspection, a report stating either that the 
whole packet of insured articles or the psticuiar i1lm is miaing or ha been tampered with. 

5 If the loa, theft, or damage occurs In course of corwavanc:e without it being possible to establish in which 
country's territory or ..,,ice it ~ . the administrations COl1Clfflld shall bur the loa equally; if, however, 
the theft or dlrnllgt q bNn established in the country of destination or, in the cae of mum to sender, in the 
country of origin, it shall be for the administration of that country to pron: 
a that neither the packet, enwiope or bag 1111d its fllt9ning, nor the wrapping 1111d f-ning of the item bora 

any apparent trace of theft or damage; 
b that the Might lltablilhed at the time of posting h• not varied. 
When such proof ha bNn fumilhad by the adminiltrltlon of destination or of ori;ln, a the - may be, none of 
the other administrations coocamed may rwpudiltl Its shirt of liability on grounds that it handed over the item 
without the next administtltion having made any objection. 

6 The liability of III administration~ other administrations shall in no casa exceed the maximum 
insured value that it q adoptad. 

7 When an insured letter ha been lost, rifled or dlffllllld • the ,..,.It of force majeure, the administration in 
whose territorial jurildietion or ..,,ices the lea, theft or damage occurred shall not be liable to the administr• 
tion of origin unlla the two administrations undlnlka to cover risk, of fon:e rnajeure. 

8 If the lclll, theft or dlrnllgt occurs In the territory or lll'Vice of III intfflllldiltl administration which doas 
not provide the insured i.ttlrs service or which q adoptad a maximum 1-r than the .amount of the loss, the 
administration of origin shall bear the loa not coverad by the intermediate administration under paragraph 6 of 
this article. 

9 The rule laid down in l)ll'8lifaph 8 shall also apply in CIII of - or air conveyance if the loss, theft or 
damage occurs in the •rvice of an administration which does not accept liability !article 53, paragraph 2, iii) . 

10 Cuttoms duty and other fNs of which It q not been poaible to secure caicellation shall be bome by the 
administrations liable for the loa, theft or damage. 

t 1 An administration which ha peid the indlmnity shall take over the ri;hts, up to the amount of the indem­
nity, of the person who ha ,-jvld it in any action which may bl taken against the add..-, the sander or 
third parties. 

Article 57 

Payment of indemnity 

t Subject to the right of recourw against the administration which is liable, the obligation to pay the indem· 
nity shall rat either with the admil'listrltion of origin or, in the - mentioned in article 50, paragraph 5, and 
in erticle 61 , paragraph 7, with the administration of destination. 
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2 · Thia payment shall be made II soon II poaible and, It the lateat. within I period of six months from the 
day fol_lowing the day of inquiry. 

3 When the administration responsible for the payment does not underUke to cover risks of force majeure 

end when, at the end of the period precribed in paragraph 2, the question of whether the loss is due to such 
c:au- has not been decided, it may, exceptionally, poapone payment of the indemnity for IIIOlher six months. 

4 The administration of origin or destination, • the caN may be, shall be authorized to indemnify the rillht· 
ful claimant on behalf of the administration which, having perticipaud in the conveyance and having been duly 
infonnad, h11 allow9d five months to pas: 

without finally tmling the matter, oc 
without informing the administration of origin or destination, • the CIM may be, thet the loss appell'9d to 
be due to I caN of force majeure, or that the itam hid been detained, confilea19d or destroyed by the corn­
petant authority because of the nature of its c:onunta or seized under the legislation of the country of 
destination. 

Article 58 

Reimbursing the admlnimltion which paid the indemnity 

The administration which is liable or on behalf of which payment is made in ICCOl'dance with article 57 
shall be bound to reimburse the administration which paid the indemnity, and which is called the paying admin­
istration, the amount of indemnity paid to the rightful claimant within the limits of article 50, Pll'8lll'IPh 4; this 
payment shall be made within four months of the date of dill)l1Ch of the notice of payment. 

2 If the indemnity is due to be borne by _,.., administrations in accordance with articles 55 and 56, the 
whole of the indemnity shall be paid to the paying administration, within the period mentioned in paragraph 1, 
by the first administration which, having duly -ived the itam cleimed for, is unable to prove Its correct transfer 
to the next NrYice. It shall l'1llt with this admlnil1rltion to ,_.. from the other administrltiona which are liable, 
uch one's share of the indemnity paid to the rightful c:llimlnt. 

3 The administntion1 of origin and deatlnation mey 1111'" that the whole of the loss shall be borne by the 
administration which has to make the payment to the rightful claimant. 

4 Reimbursement of the creditor admlninration shall be made in accordwa with the Nies for payment laid 
down in article 12. 

5 When liability h• bean admitted, • -11 • in the CIM prcwidad for in lrtlc:le 57, paragraph 4 , the amount 
of the indemnity may lllo be -ticllly -ered from the administration which is liable through any 
liquidation account, eiitler direct or through the intannldiary of an adminil1rltion which regularly draws up 
liquidation accounts with the administration which is liable. 

6 Immediately 1fttr paying the indemnity, the paying adminirtr1tion shell communicate to the admininr• 
tion which is liable the dlte and the amount of payment made. If, one var after the data of dispatch of authori­
zation to pay the indemnity, the paying administration has not communicated the date and amount ot payment 
or debitad the account of the administration which is liable, the authorization shall be considerad null and void. 
and the administration which -ived It shall no longer be entitled to claim reimbursement of any indemnity 
paid. 

7 The administration whose liability is duly enlblished and which h• at first declined to pay the indemnity 
shall mume 111 additional cons resulting from th• unwarrantad delay in payment. 

8 Administrations may · l!ll'W to tmle periodically for the indemnities which they have paid to the rightful 
cllimanta and which they have acceptad II justified. 
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Article 59 

Poaible ntCOVery of the indemnity from 1ht ttndtr or 1he ldd,-

1 If, after payment of 1ht indemnity, a regil1ar9d i1am or ., i11111nid lmar or pan of that 11am or lfflllr 
prwiously consider9CI • l01t ls found, the andlr or. wh-. lrticlt 50, paragraphs 5 and 6, and lrticlt 51, para­

graph 7, apply, the add,- shall be ldviad 1hlt 1he illffl is being held It his dilPOIII for a period of three 
months on repayment of the IIIIOUflt of the indtlmity paid. At 1ht sane tinw ht shall be llktd to whom the 
itam is to be dtlivtrtd. In the ev111t of refusal OI' failure to reply within the pmcribtd period, the sane approach 
shall be made to the add,- or the ttndtr • the - may be. 

2 If the sender DI' the add,_ tlk• delivery of the iwn lglintt l"IPIYffllnt of the amount of the inclem­
nity, that sum shall be rwfundlld to 1hl adminis1ration or, where appropriate, administrations which bore the 
loss, within one yur of the dale of such rwpaynwnt. 

3 If the sander and the add,- refute to take delivery of the item, it shall bcomt the property of the 
administration or, whtrw appropri1111, administrations which bore the 1011. 

4 When proof of delivery is supplied after the period of five months laid down in article 57, paragraph 4, the 
indemnity paid shall contl.- to be borne by the intermedil1a administration or administration of destination 
if the sum paid cannot. for any rwaon, be~ from the ander. 

5 In the casa of subsequent dilcovery of ., lnsunid lfflltr the contllntS of which .,. found to be of lea vaka 
than the amount of the lndtmnity paid, the tender shall repay the lfflOUnt of this indemnity 1111i111t mum of 
the itam, without prejudice to the consaq..,_ of fraudulent 111111- • mentioned in article 46, paragraph 5. 

Chaptar IV 

Allocation of charges. Transit charges and terminal dia 

Articlt 60 

Allocation of c:twga 

Except where otherwilt providld by the eor-ntion and the Agr9emtnu, uch postal administration shall main 
1hl chargn which It ha collec:t.s. 

Article 61 

T rantit chargn 

Subject to article 63, clOlld malls mccha,gld betwwn two admlnistrltions or ~n two offices of the 
- country by me- of the lll'Vica of one or mont other ldminirtratlons (third party lll'Vical shall be subject 
to the transit c:hlrgts indiclttd in the table below, payable to uch of the countries which - croaed or wh01e 
lll'Vica tlke part in the conftYm. ThtN c:h¥ga shall be P1Ylblt by the administration of the country of origin 
of the mail. 
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I ~-by landn~ In ldl-

Up "' 300 1cm . • • • • • : • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
- 300upto 600 . . •... . •• . ... .... . .• . .• .• .. .. . . . .••. • ••••• 

600 1000 .•...• .• •.••..• •. • .. •. .. . • . • •. •• •• . ..•••• . 
1000 1600 . . . . . • • . • • . . • . . . . • . • • . . • . • • • . • • . • • • • . • • . • • 
11!00 2000 •• • •••• •• ••.••• •• ••••• •• • • ••• ••••••• • • • , • • 
2000 2t500 •••••• • •••• •••• •• • • • ••• •• ••••• •••• •• •••• • • 
2l!OO 3000 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • '• • • • • 
3000 3800 .... . ........... . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . ... .... . 
3800 4800 . .... . ... . .. . . . . ..............•... . ....... 
4600 5600 • . . . . • . • . . . • . . . • • . . . • • . • . . • . . • . . • . • . • • . . . . 
5600 111!00 • ••• • •• •• • .•• • ••• •• • . ••• • • • • • •• . •• ••• • •.•• 
81500 71!00 • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • 
7500 for NCh additional 1000 1cm •• ••• • ••• •••••• •••• • •• ••• •••••••• 

Ii ~-by-
Up 10 300 MU1ical mi.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
- 300 up'° 600 ...• . ..... 

600 1000 ... . ••.••• 
1000 1 l!OO • • . • • • • • • • 
11500 2000 •.•••••• • • 
2000 21500 •••• • .••. • 
21500 3000 •.• • • • •• • • 
3000 31500 •• • • •• •• •• 
31500 4000 . . •......• 
4000 5000 .. . .. .. . .. 
5000 6000 ...•.....• 
6000 7000 .... . . . ••• 
7000 8000 .. . . . . . .. . 
8000 for NCh additional 1000 n.m. 

bE..,,....ilnld--efwr--.lon 
on Ille _.. of 1 ...,tical mile • 1 Jll2 km 

Up IO 1116 km • • • • • • . . • • • • • • . • • . • . 
AINMo 1116UPIO 1111 .. ,, .•• , 

1 111 1 852 • . .••••• 
11152 2 778 . . ... . .. 
2778 3704 •• • •••. • 
3704 4630 ..... . . . 
4630 5556 • • • • ••• . 
5111111 8482 •...•.•. 
6482 7408 • •• • • ••. 
7408 9 2110 ••• •••• • 
92110 11112 • • .. .•.. 

11 112 12 964 . . .. . .. . 
12 964 14 816 . . ...••. 
14 8111 for NCh Nditional 1812 1cm 

Convention 

. fr 

0.25 
0.39 
0.53 
0.70 
0.88 
1.04 
1.20 
1.40 
1.84 
1.89 
2.115 
2.42 
0.24 

0.40 
0.54 
o.ee 
o.n 
0.87 
0.915 
1.03 
1.10 
1.17 
1.25 
1.311 
1.411 
1.6& 
0.07 

2 When a country giv• permission for itl 11trritory to be cro..cl by • forwign tranlC>Ort sm,ic:e without the 
participation of la sarvices in ~ with anlcl1 3, mall thus forwarded shall not be subject to traNit 
c:hargn. 

3 In the lblencl of IPICial •-•t dinct - conveyera betMen two countries by the ships of one of 
them shall be ragarded • a third party -,,iol, 

4 The d~ ulld to de11trmi111 the tranlit charges ICCOrding to the table in paragraph 1 shall be taken 
from the "Lilt of kilomatric distanols rwlating to land MICton of malls In transit" provided for in article 111 , para­

graph 2. c, of the Detailed Regulations, • rwgards diltancls travened by land, and from the "Lilt of shipping 
li1111" provided for in articla 111, paragraph 2, d, of the Detallad Regulations. • rwgards distanees trl'tenld by Na. 

5 Sea transit shall begin when the mails - dlposimd on the quay sarving the ship in the port of deparwre 
and shall and when they - delivlnld on the quay of the pon of dlltinmon. 

6 For 1ha P.8VffllM of transit charves, miaant malls shall be coi•iderld to h1V1 folloMd their normal route ; 
COlll8CIUll'ltlY. administrations COl'ICllffl9d in 1h• conveyance of such mails shall not be entitled on that account 
to demand a payment from the dilpatchlng administmions, but 1he latter shall l'llfflllin liable for the appropriate 
transit charges to the countries wh011 NfYices they normally u•. 

7 New malls establishing • COlniection betMen two administrations for the fim time and created during the 
trieMill period CXMl9d by the statistics shall be IUbject to transit chargas only from 1h• data on which the first 
mall ii madl up. For malls madl up before the start of the ltatiltic:al Ol)llatio,11, the trwit country shall, in pre­

paring 1he account, deduct the t ina betwNn the starting date of the triennial period and the da1lt on which the 

fim mail - made up. For mails made up after the expiry of the statistical period, the transit chlflllS due up to 
the and of the triennial period shall be calculated, by ag....nent betMen the administrations on the basis either 
of the ICtUII Mightl or of the rn,ltl of the following ltltlltiCII count. The administrations of origin shall inform 
the adminiltrltions of transit of the dallt on which theN new meils .,. cnlltld. 
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Article 62 

Terminal dues 

Subject to article 63, uch administration which, in its exchanges by air and surt.» mt- with another 
administration, ..-ivts a larger quantity of l.n.r-mail items than it ltnds shall have the right to collect from 
the dispatching administration, as compensation, a payment for the com it incurs for the excea international 
mall ..-ivad. 

2 The paymem provided for in paragraph 1, per kilogramme of mail .-ivad in txl:NI, shall be: 
a 5.50 gold francs for LC and AO itlms (llCCluding the printed PIPlfS llnt by special bigs reftmd to in 

article 19, paragraph 81; · 
b 1.50 gold francs for the prinlld papers sent by special bigs (M bigs) rtfllmd to in article 19, paragraph 8. 

3 Any administration may waive wholly or in pan the payment provided for in paragraph 1. 

4 Article 61, paragraph 7, shall apply by analogy to terminal dues. 

Article 63 

Exemption from transit chargas and ttmlinal dues 

Items exempted from l)Clltal chargts under articles 15 to 17, as -11 as dispatehts of empty mailbags, shall be 
exemplld from land and - trllllit dlarges and from .surf-,nail terminal dues. Dispatehes of empty mailbags 
shall also be exemptad from airmail terminal dues. 

Article 84 

Extraordinary lel'Yic:n 

The transit chargts apacifl■d in article 61 shall not be appliclblt to COIIVtyll1Ct by extraordinary •rvices IP9Cially 
establithed or maintained by a postal adminiltmion at the f9Clutlt of one or more other administrations. The 
conditions of this etas of convey111Ct shall be rwgulltad by mutual conant ~n the administrations con­

c:emed. 

Article 86 

Accouming for transit c:hlrgn and terminal dun 

General accounting for ~it chargts and 111~il terminal dues, including th01t relating to surf­
mail conveyad by air, shall take pl-annually on the basis of statistical returns taken once every three years, over 
a period of 14 days. This period shall be extllndad to 28 davs for mails ffllde up Im th., five times a WNk or 
handled lea than five timts a WNk by the lel'Yic:n of one and the - intllrmadiltll country. Detailed Regul• 
tions shall fix the incidence of the natiltic:s Ind the duration of their application. 

2 Th• administrations concemad mey agree that surface mail conveyad by air shall not be included in the 
at,o,,-ntioned statistlco but lhall be -,mad for on the baoi1 of Its ""1Ual - ight or in IOffle other wav. They 
may also agree that 1CCOUntlng for ai~II transit c:hlrgn and terminal dues shall be done on the basis of 
the actual -ight or on - other basis. 

3 Terminal dues for airmall COf1"8IPOIIIMIM:e, and, where there is agreement ~ administrations, for 
correspondtnce inartad in airfacl mails conveyed by air, shall be calc:ulatad according to the actual waights. 
Administrations may, howllver, agree to apply in their mu1UII relations a simpllfiad statistical method for deter· 
mining such dues. 
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4 When the 1Mual balance bnwNn two ldministrations d011 not DCNd 25 francs for transit charges. the 
debtor administration shall be exampUld from any paymant. The debtor administration shall be exampUld from 
paynw,t of tarminal dues if the diffentnca in weight batwan the mall ant and recelv9d doa not exCNd 100 kilo­
grammes annually, RPa'11111Y by 111rf- and air. 

5 By ■vr-nt between the administrations coocarned, special mails may be examptad from the ordinary 
statistical operations. The accounu may be made up ·on the bail of the true weight, whether th01e mails are 
displtchld or not during the statistical pariod. 

6 Every administration shall be lllthoriZICI to submit for the COfllidlrltion of a committae of arbitmon the 
re1111ts of statistics which in its Ol)inion dlffwr too much from reality. The arbitration shall be arranged II laid 
down in article 127 of the GlnlRI RagulationL 

7 The arbitmon shall be ~rad to fix in a fair and wnable ·manner the trlnlit charges or terminal 
dues to be paid. 

Anicte66 

Exchange of clOlld mails with military units plced at the dispoul of the Unitad Nations and with -nhips or 
military aircraft 

Cloled mails may be exchangld betWlln the post offioes of any member country and the commanding 
officen of military units placid at the dispoul of the Unitad Nations, and between the commanding officer of 
one of th01t military units and the commanding officer of another military unit plced It the disposal of the 
United Nations. through the i"1lffllld~ of the land, - or air llt'Yica of other countries. 

2 CIOlld mails may also be exchanglld be-.i the post officlls ohny member country and the commanding 
officers of naval or air units or -.hips or military aircraft of the 111M country ltltionld abroad, or between the 
commanding officer of one of th011 naval or air units or of any of those -nhips or military aircraft and the 
commanding officer of another unit or of another Wll'lhip or military aircraft of the - country, through the 
intermldlary of the land, •a or air aervices of other countries. 

3 Letter-post iwns enc:IOlld in the mails refarr9d to in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be confined to itams addres.j 

to or ant by members of military units or the -officers and crews of the shiPI or aircraft to or from which the 
mails - forwardld. The ratas and condltiOIII of dispatch applicable to them shall be f'sxld, according to its 
regulations, by the postal administration of the eountry which has made the military unit available or to which 
the ships or aircraft belong. 

4 In the lllllnce of special ...-,.nt, the administration of the country which has made the military unit 
IY■ilaflle or to which the warships or military aircraft belong shall be liable to the intarmediate administrations 
for the transit chargas for the malls, calculltlld in accordance wi1h article 81, and for air conveyance dues, calcu­
laUld in ICCOrdlnm wi1h article 79. 

Part Ill 

Air conveyance of letter-post items 

Chapter I 

General provisions 

Anicle67 

Airmail cormpondet 101 

Lltter-901t items conveyld by air shall be celled "airmail corn11ponda11ce". 
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Article 88 

Aerogrammes 

Each administration may admit NrOgrMlffleS, Which .,. airmail Im.rs. 

2 An aerogramrne shall consist of I lhNt of papai- 111itably folded and gummed on Ill sides. the dimensions of 
which, in that form, lh■ II be the following: 
1 minimum dimensions: idlntic:al to tholt pqacribad for lettlrs; 
b maximum dlrnenlions: 110 11 220 nvn; 
and such that the length is equal to or grutertha, the width multipliad byv'f lapproximla value: 1.4). 

3 The front of the lffll9l'IITIIII shall be ....,,,ad for the add,-, the pnpeyment and ANic» no11n or labels. 
lt · lh■II bear the print■d Indication "Aerogiamme" Ind may ■Ito bear ■n equivalent indication in the language of 
the country of ori9in. An ■erogr■mme shall not cont■ln any IIICl0111re. It may be registarld if the ragulations of 
the country of ori9in 10 permit. 

4 Each administration shall fix, within the limits defined in paragraph 2, the conditions of laut, m1nufactu19 

and sale of aerogrammes. 

5 Items of airmail cormpondlra pomd • -~. but not fulfilling the conditions fixad above shall 
be treatad in acmrdance with article 73. Administrations may,"-•• forward thlm in all - by surface. 

Article 89 

Surcharved and U111Urcharged airmail cormpondlnce 

Airmail C0iifiPOildlllCI shall be dividld, • ragards CMfVII. in1D sun:harted airmail C:OfffiPOildlllCI and 
unsun:harvect airmail con'llpo11d11 ICI. 

2 In principle, airmail com1pondll1C1 shall be tubllct. in addition 1D thl c:harQII authorized by thl Corwen­
tion and various Agrwmants, to 111rc:hargas for air C011V1ym; thl poaal itamt ffllntionld in articlls 18 and 17 
shall be liable to thl 1111'11 surc:hargas. All such cormpondlla shall bl dllcrlbld • surcharged airmail comt­
pondlnc:e. 

3 Administrations shall be permltt■d not to colllct a surchargl for air COIWIYIIICI, provided that thly infonn 
thl administrations of the c:oumrifl of dlltination of thl fact; itarns ~ under u- conditions shall be 
dllcribld. un111rch.-ged airmail COlifiP0IICIIIICI. Thia dllcription shall not apply to correspondfflce inaert■d in 
surface mails tranll)Ol'tld by air. which are CO¥erld by ll)ICial .....,,.nu with administrations rec:living them at 
airports, and which an, subllquently trut■d IS IUrface mail. 

4 With the exception of thoa originating from thl bod in of thl Univfflll Postal Union and from thl Rntric:tad 
Unions, items on postal lll'Vice mtmionld In articl• 15 shall bl llllfflPt from air surcharge. 

5 Aerogrammes, IS dlllCribld in article 88, shall bl subjlct 1D a c:h■rgl at laat equal to that applicable In the 
country of origin to an unsun:hargld ilttar of the first weight 111P in thl international llfVice. 

Article 70 

Air surcharges 

1 Administrations shall fix thl air sun:harvls to bl c:olllctad for forwarding. They may adopt, for fixing of 
surcharges, smaller Wlight lltlpl tha, thoa laid down in article 19. 

2 The surc:hargN shall be relltld to the air COIMIYIIICI dues. As a g1111ral rule, thl total ann of the surcharges 
shall not 111Clad thl COits payable for such corMYIIICI. 
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3 Surchllrgts shall be uniform for the whole of the tarritorv of a country of denination whltl¥W the route 

ulad. 

4 Admininrltions may fix average air 111n:hlrges uch relating to a group of coun11'iel of destination. 

5 Air surchllrgts shall be paid before dltpau:h. 

6 In calculating the air 111n:hlrge for an airmail ham, .ch administration shill be authoriz.S to take into 
ICCOUnt the weight of any forms ulad by the public which may be lttlChld to tht Item. The weight of tht advice 
of delivery shall always be taken into IOCOUllt. 

Article 71 

Combined c:hargn 

Notwithstanding article 70, ldminiflntions may fix combined c:hlrgls for the prepayment of airmail c:orra­
pondenc:e, taking into ICCOUnt: 
a the COit of the postal senicel rendered by them; 
b the COit of the air c:omeylllCI. 
Adminifflltions have the option of taking • the cost mentioned in a, the basic c:hlrgls set in ICCOl'dlnce with 
article 111. When the weight StlPI ldop1ad for fixing the combined c:hlrgls are lffllller than thote laid down in 
article 19, the bllic charges may be ~ in the llffll proportion. 

2 With the exception of articles 73 and 76, the provisions relating to air 111rchllrgts shall apply by analogy to 
combined charges. 

Article n 
Methods of denoting prepeyment 

Apart from the methods laid down in lrticle 28, the prepeyment of sun:harged airmail correspondence may be 
denOtld by an indic:ltion that full PCJ1t191 h• been prepaid, for example: "TM•~w" ("Amount collected"). 
This lndicltion shall appur in the top right-hind part of the ~- side and be authentic:atld by a datHtamP 
impreaion of the office of origin. 

Article 73 

Unpaid or underpaid 111rchlrged alrrnail cormpo11de11ce 

Unpaid or underpaid 111rchlrged airmail cormpo11de1101 which It is not poaible to have regularized by the 
•nders shall be treatld • follows: 
a in the event of complete lbance of prepayment, 111rchlrgad airmail correspondence shall be treated in 

accordanc:e with articles 27 Ind 30; Items on which the payment of ponage is not obligatory before dis­
pau:h shall be forwlrd9CI by the fflell'II of trlfllP(lrt normally u.cl for UIIIUrchlrged c:omspondence; 

b in the event of undlrpaynwnt, surcharged lirrnall corrnpo11de11ce 111111 be fOIWll'dld by air if the charges 
paid ,.--,t It lust the lfflOUnt of the air 111n:hlrge; ,-rmetea, the administration of origin shall be 
permlttld to ltnd that items by air when the chagas paid ,.--,i It lust 75 percent of the surcharge or 
50 percent of the combined charge, Below ~ limits. items lhall be treltld • laid down in articla 27. In 
the other-• article 30 shall be applicable .. 

2 If - -ii• ,wqulred for calculatlng - .,_,nt o f - ch- to be collectad have not bffn Indicated by 

the administration of ori9in, the airmail corretp01 ICl111c1 111111 be considered • duly pr9p11id and shall be dealt 
with ■ccordingly. 
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Article 74 

Rouuing of airmail COl'l'IIPOlldetlCII and airmails In trwit 

Administrations shall be bound to fo,ward by the air communic:ltions they u• for the conveyance of their 
own airmail col'Tffl)Olldeta the itams of this type which rNCh them from other ldministmions. 

2 Administrations of countries without an 1ir IMVice shall forward airmail COff91POCldlllCI by the most rapid 

means ulld for mails; the - shall apply If for any reaan routaing by 111mm 1111aa is more advlntlOIOUI than 
the use of airlines. 

3 Clolld 1irmai11 shall be folwll'ded by the flight requlltad by the adminiltrltion of the country of origin, 
provided that it is ulld by the administration of the country of transit for the tn1111miaion of its own mails. If 
that is not the cae or if there is i11111fficient time for the trllllhiPffllnt. the administration of the country of 
origin shall be 10 informed. 

4 If the administration of the country of origin 10 wishes, its mails shall be trllllhipped directly, at the transit 
airport, betwftn two different airlines, provided that the airlines conc:emed agree to make the transhipment and 
that the administration of the transit country is informed of it befonhand. 

Article 75 

Priority treltffllnt of 1irmail1 

Administrations shall talc• 111 ~ ltlPI to: 
a ensure the belt conditions for the l'ICeipt and -rd trllllffliaion of airmails It airports In their coumrv; 
b speed up the Ol)lrltionl l'lllting to the customs contrOI of airmail cormpoildetice addl'9111d to their 

countria; 
c keap to I strict minimum the time '9QUired for forwarding airmails polt9d in their country to the countries 

of destination and for having 1ifflllill arriving from abroad delivll"ld to the add-. 

Article 76 

Redirection of airmail corrnpondence 

In principle, 111 airmail COl'Tffl)OlldlllCII addl'IINd to an add,- who h• changed his addrea shall be 
redirected to its ntw destination by the fflNl1I of tnnll)Ol't normally ulld for u111111Charged cornspondence. For 
this purpme, article 34, paragraphs 1 to 3, shell be applicable by -logy. 

2 At the expnu raquest of the add,._ Ind if that penon undlrtak• to pay the air 111rcharges or combined 
charges on the new 1ir routa, or indeed if theN 111n:hargls or combined charges are paid It the redirecting office 
by I third penon, the items in Question may be reforwerded by air; In the fim cae the air 111rchlrge or the com• 
billed charge shall be collec:1ad, In principle, It the time of delivery of the Item and retained by the delivering 
administration. 

3 Administrations which apply combined c:harves may fix special tees, which must not exCNd the combined 
charges. for the NdiNCtion by air undlt' the conditions laid down in paragraph 2. 

4 Cormpoodtnce 1111t by .,mm on its fim tr111111'1iaion mev be reforwarded lbroad by air, und1r the 
conditions laid down in paragraph 2. Redirection by air of IUCh articles within th• country of destination shall 
be governed by the inum■I regulltlons of that country. 

5 The Special C 6 envelCll)es and bigs, ulld for collec:tlve redirection, shall be forwardtd to the new destina­
t ion by the -. of tnnlPOrt normally ulld for unwrcharged corr•po11d1nce, unlm the 1&.1rchll'!IIS, the com­
bined c:harves or the speclat fNs provided for In l)«agraph 3 are peid in advance to the redirecting office, or the · 
add,_ undlrtak• to pay the charges on the new air l'OU18 in eccordance with paragraph 2. 
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Article 77 

Reu.im to origin of airmail co~ 

Undeliverable tlrmall cormpondenca shell bt r■tum«I to origin by means of tranlpOf't normally used for 
Ul'IIUrcharged corrflPOl'ldtnce. 

2 For th• mum to origin by tir of corr11po11d11101 at tht raquen of tht Nndtr, article 78, peragrapha 2 to 5, 
shell bt applic:ablt by analogy. 

Chapter II 

Air conveyance dues 

Article 78 

G-r■I principles 

The air conveyance dues for the wholt dlstanm flown shall bt bomt: 
1 in the CIR of clottd mails, by the administration of tht coumrv of origin of tht mails; 
b in tht CIR of airmail corrt1P01ldela In tranlit a d6couwrt, including miAtnt items, by tht administration 

which forwards this corr11P01idel10t to~ ■dminifflltion. 

2 Th.e ume regulations shall bt applic:lblt to airmails and airmail c:omtpOndenc:t in tranlit a cMcou¥ffl 
exempt from transit charges. 

3 Convey■nc:t duts shall, for • particular _., bt uniform for 111 administrations which 11111 tht IKtOI". 

4 Unless ■grNffltl1t h• bttn l'tlChld that no chargt should bt m■dt, air c:onvey11101 dues within tht coumrv 
of dlltination shall bt uniform for all airmails originating abroad whither 01' not this mail is r■f-rded by air. 

5 In tht ~ of spacial ■gl'Nffltnt bttwNn tht administrations conc:emtd, article 81 shall apply to airmail 
c:omtpOndenc:t for any tl"Mmt by land 01' by -; ..-rthel•, no transit dwgee shall be payable for: 
1 the transhipmant of airmails beiw.n two airports Mt'Ving the 111111 town; 
b the c:onveylllCI of such mails from 111 li'POl't ..,,,ing I town to I depot situl1ad in the 1111M town and tht 

mum of the 1111M mails for r9forw■rding.· 

Article 79 

Basic l"lt9S and calculation of air COIMIYIIICI duts r■llting to clottd mails 

The balic rm applic:ablt to the ..m-nt of ICCOUntl bttwNn administrations in respect of air convey­

.,_ shall bt fixed It 1.74 thoulllldth1 of I franc at most per kilogr■lftM of groa weivht and per kilometre; this 
ran shall apply proportionally to frac:tions of I kilogramme. 

2 Air convey■nc:t dues shall bt calculated IOCOl'ding to, on the one hand, the actual baic: rm (lea than and 
at moat equal to the b81ic rate fixed in paragraph 11 and 1ha kllomatric diltanms giYan in the "List of airmail 
diltlllC8S" llld, on tht other, the groa weivht of the mails; no account shall bt tlktn of the weight of "ac:s 
coll«:twuf'IHo 
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3 When dues are payable for air convev11101 within the country of dlltination, they shall be fixed In the form 
of a linglt price. This single prict shall include Iii tht dues for air com,ey- within tht COUntl'Y, ,.,-dlta of 
the airpon of arrival of the malls. It shall be Clliculltad on the bail of tht ma IC1Ulliy paid for air conveyance of 
the mail within the country of deltination, but not txOltding tht maximum rltl specified in paragraph 1, and 
IOCOl'ding to the wtightad 1veraga dilWlca of the actDn flown by internltionll mail on the intlmll network. 
Tht -19htad 1Wtr8111 diltlnce shall be dslarmined in tlffllf of the gro11 weight of 111 tht 1irmalls arriving It the 
coumrv of destination, including tht mall which ii not re1-ded by air within that coumrv. 

4 Due payable for air COMtY11101, ~ two ■irpons in tht um■ country, of 1irm■iis in tr■nlit rn■Y 1ilo 
be fixed in tht form of I single pra. This pric:e shall be c:alallltad on the bail of the ma IC1Ullly paid for air 
convey11101 of mail within tht coumry of tranlit, but not IXCNdlng the maximum rm specified in paragraph 1, 
and aceording to the -ightad IWtr8III diltlncel of the actDn flown by imafflltional mail on the imamal air 
network of the coumrv of tnlnllt. Tht -ightad averaga di111noes 111111 be detltrmined in tfflTII of the groa 
-ight of all the airmails transiting through the in1llrmldilte COUntl'Y. 

5 The sum of the dues reftmd to in paragraphs 3 and 4 may not exceed in total the amounts which 1CtU1lly 
have to be paid for conveyance. 

6 Tht prices for intlmltional and in1mlll air COllffVanc:e, obtained by multiplying the ett.ctivt bllic rltl by 
the distancl, which ll't used in calculating tht duts mentioned in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4, shall be rounded up or 
down tD the ntmllt 10 gold c:.ntl11111 aceording to WMthtr or not tht numblr m■dt up by the figure of hundredths 
and that of thousandths exOltds 50. 

Aniclt80 

Calculation of and accounting for air conveym dull for 1irmall COl"i9Sp0ndlra In trWit , cWcouvtn 

1 Air conveyance dues for 1irm■II comaponclela in tranlit, d6couwtrt shall be c:alallltlld, in principle, 11 

indiclt9cl in ertlclt 79, paragraph 2, but aceording to tht Mt-ight of IIICh corrnpoodeta. They shall be fixed 
on tht basil of not more tha, 10 _..,. mas, each relating to • group of countries of datinltlon and fixed 
aceording to the weight of 111111 offloeded•lt dlffwnnt deltinltionl within the group. The a,m of thtN dues 
which may not exClld tht amounts which i.. to bt paid for corwevaa, shall be i~ by 5 parcent. 

2 Accounting for air corwey- duts for airmail cornapo11de1a in trwit • d6colwt shall take pl-. in 
princ:iplt, on tht bllis of tht dltl of n■tllticll mums compiled ora a v-■r - • period of 14 days. 

3 Accounting shall tlkt ~ on the bllil of actUII weight in the - of mill'OUtlld COITflPOl ldet ice or 
com1po11dtnc:e J)Oltad on board ship or •m It imgul1r intarvlls or in toO varying amounts. H-. this 

accounting shall be done only if the in1llrmldilte admlniltnrtion -• to bt paid for tht convev■nct of this 
com1po11denc:e. 

Articlt81 

Am111dm,nu to duls for air convevanc1 in the interior of thl country of dllltination and for airmail 
c:orrespoodtt 1Ct In tr■nllt I cNcouvtn 

Tht ■m1ndmtm:s m■dt tD tht air convey■no1 duts mentioned in article 79, par■gl'IPh 3, and 1nicle 80 shall : 
• coma imo ett.ct excllllivlly on 1 .i.iu.v; · 
b· be notified ■t INlt thrN months beforehand tD the lnwnational Bureau, which shall communic■te them to 

all administrations ■t lwt two months t,atore the dltl laid down in subpas 191 aph 1. 
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Anicle82 

Payment of air conveyanca dues 

Air convey111C11 dues shall be payable, apen from the IXCIPtk>ns provided for in pangraph 2, to the admin­
istration of the country-which the air NTYice Ulld comes under. 

2 Notwithstanding paragraph 1: 
a the conveyance dues mev be paid to the admlnirtrltion of the country in which the airport i1 situated It 

which the airmails _. taken Oft!' by the air carrier, subject to an agrNIIW1t betMen this adminiatrltion 
and th«t of the country which the air NTYim couce..- '°""' under; 

b th■ admlniltrltion which hinds Oft!' airmails to an air carrier may settle direct with that carrier, for th■ 
conveyance dua for Ill or part of the distance flown, subject to the ■grwnent of the administration of the 
countries which the air NrYiml 1111d come under. 

3 Convlly111C11 dues for airmail com1po11dat1C11 in trwit i d6couvert shell be paid to the administration which 
reforw■rds it. 

Artlcle83 

Air conveyance dues for diven.d or mi-,i mails or bigs 

The administration of origin of a melt which hes gone off Its rouu In coune of conveyance shell pay the 
convr,11101 dues for the m■il • fir • the ai111C)rt of offloading initially provided for on the AV 7 delivery bill. 

2 It shell also settle the reforwading dues relating to the-=tDn ■ctu■ IIY covered IUbltquently by the melt in 
. order to r■■ch Its piece of destination. 

3 The supplemel,taiy dues relating to. the -=ton ~y -■d by the diverted mail shall be reim-

bul'IMI • follows: 
a by the admlnirtrltion whoa NTYiml II-. comrnln.d the error in the c:aa of misrout■ ing; 
b by the admininntion which hes collectad the c:omeyance dues paid to the airline when the latter h• 

offloaded in a place other than that shown on the AV 7 delivery bill. 

4 Paragraphs 1 to 3 shell be applicable by -'OIIY when SWt only of a melt i1 offloaded It an airport other 
than that indic:ltlld on the AV 7 delivery bill. 

5 The administration of origin of a meil or bag mlant owing to a llbtlling error shall pay the convr,ence 
dues relating to the whole difllnct flown in ICCOl'dance with article 78, paragraph 1, 1. 

Article 84 

Air convey._ dues for mail lost or destroyed 

In ca■ of loa or denruction of melt • the result of an accident occurring to the aircraft or through any other 
- involving the liability of the air carrier, the administration of origin shall be exempt from any payment In 
respect of the air conveyance of the mail lost or destroyed, for any part of the flight of the route usad. 

Part IV 

Final provisions 

Article 85 

Conditions of epprovll of propoul1 c:oncerning the Connntion and Its Dttlited Ragulations 

1 To - effective, propoul1 IUbmltllld to Congrwa relating to this Convention and iu oe .. iled Revul• 
tlons must be approval by a majority of the member countries preNnt and voting. At lust half of the member 
countries~ at~ shall be sn-nt It the time of voting. 
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2 To become eff9Ctive, proposals introducad i.i-n C....-s relating to this Convention and Its Detailed 
Regulations must obtain: 
a unanimity of votes If they involve amendments to articles 1 to 17 (part I) , 18 to 23, 24, paregraph 1. h, p, 

q , rands, 27, 30, 36, paragraphs 2, 3 and 5 , 43 to 48, 60 to 86 (part Ill, 85 and 86 (part IV) of the Conven­
tion, to any of the anic:les of its Final Protocol or to articles 102 to 104, 105, paragraph 1, 126, 150, 151 , 
paragraphs 1 and 3, 170, 182 to 184 and 220 of i11 Detailed Ragul■tions ; 

b two-thirds of the votes if they involve lffllndments of ll.lbataMe to provisions other than thOl9 mentioned 
under ■ ; 

c • majority of the votes If they involve: 
dreftlng lffllndmenu to the provisions of the Convention and iu Deuiilld Ragulations other than 
th011 mtntlOlllld under a; 

ii imarpreution of the provisions of the Convention, its Final Protocol and its Dtullld Ragulations, 
except In c■a of • dispute to be .,bmlttlld to artlitration • provided for in article 32 of the Consti· 
tlltion . 

Article86 

Entry into force and duration of the Convention 

This Convention shall come into fon:e on 1 July 1981 and shall remain In operation until the entry into force of 
the Ac1I of the next Congrns. 

In wiu.a wherwof the plenil)Olallti■ries of the Governmenu of the member coumri• 11-. signed this eonv..­
tion in a single original which shall be depolit■d in the archives of the Government of the country in which the 
seat of the Union is sitlllt■d. A copy ther9of shall be dtli¥ertd to IICh party by the Government of the coumrv 
in which Congress is hltld. 

Done at Rio de Janeiro, 26 October 1979 

Sigmturw: ,.,,,. •on,,.,_ 49 IO 79. 
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Ncl1II by tht lftllnlallonll au-
In application of the Conwention, article 8, ..... 1, the - "-i in gold tr.. - -nlble 
Imo Special Dniwing Rights ISDR1I by applying the Hnking wfflcilnt of 3,061 gold 1- • 1 SDR 
ratified by NIOknion C 29 of the 1171 Rio• Janeiro c:an.-, 

FINAL PROTOCOL TO THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION 

At the moment of proceeding to signature of the Universal P01tal Convention concludedthi1 day, the undenigned 
plenipo1911tiaries have agreed the following: 

Aniclel 

Ownership of postal itams 

Anicle 5 shall not apply to Australia, the Stm of B■hr■ln, B■rb■dos, the Republic of BotlW■n■, c..■d■ , 

the Arab Republic of Egypt. Fiji, the Republic of the Gambia, Ghan■, the Unl18d Kingdom of Great Britain ■nd 
Northern Ireland, the Ov.,_ Territories for whole inutm■tion■l 1'91■tions the G0¥ernmet1t of the Unitlld Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland i1 l'IIIPOlllible, Grenada, Guy-, Ireland, J■m1ica, the Republic of Kenya, 
Kuwait, the Kingdom of l.elotho, Malawi, M■l■vli■• Malta, Mauritius, the Republic of Na,ru, the Ftlder■ I Republic 
of Nigeria, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Stm of Cl■tar, the Republic of S.ychella, the Republic of Siem 
Leone, Singapore, the Kingdom of Swaziland, the Unltlld Republic of T■nz■nia, the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago, Uganda, the Yemen Arab Republic and the Republic of z.nt>i■• 

2 Nor shall that ■nicle apply to the Kingdom of Denmark, wh011 inum■I l■Qislation don not allow with­
dr■w■I from the pon or ■Iteration of the ldd1'911 of corr■sp0110111C11, at the request of the tender. from the time 
when thl ldd1'911N ha been informed of the ■rriv■I of ■n Item lddrnNCI to him. 

Anicle II 

Exceptions to the exemption of litar■ture far the blind from postal ch■rga 

Notwithstanding ■rticle 17, the post■I ldminiltrations of the 0v- Territory of St Vincent for wh011 
in1am■tion■ I relations the G0ftf"llffllnt of the Unl18d Kingdom of Great Britain ■nd Northern Ireland i1 rapon-
1lble, the Philippines, Portugal and Turkey, which do not C0l10llde exarnption from poml c:h■rga to literature for 
the blind in their ln19fflll NrVice, may ·collect the poa■g9 ■nd. lPICi■ I ch■rga mentionld in 1nicle 17 which may 
not, h__,, exceed thOII In their ln11m■l NrVice. 

2 Notwithstanding ■rticle 17, the ■dminiltr■tions of C■n■d■, the Fadenl Republic of Germany, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Japan and the Unitad St■ta of America may collect the special 
charges lined in ■nicle 24, P■l'lll'■Ph 1, ■nd the charge for ~livery which ■re appliad to 1i111r■ture for the 
blind in their inum■l lll'vica. 

Anicle Ill 

Equivalents. Maximum limits 

Exceptionally, m■mblr countries shall be authorized to exc:Ncl the upper limits shown in ■l'ticle 19, peragraph 1, 
if this i1 ,-y to bring their r■1II into relation with the cosa of opmrting their •rvica. Member countries 
wishing to take ldv■nt■ge of this prO¥ilion must notify the lntem■tion■ I Burea, of their intantions ■s soon es 
poaible. 
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Anic:le IV 

Ounce and pound avoirdupois 

Notwithstanding the table in anicle 19, paragraph 1, member countries which by,_ of their internal symm 
are unable to adopt the metric-decimal IVl19ffl of -ight may substltubt for tht -ight steps 9')aeified in anicle 19, 
paragraph 1, the following equivalents: 

upto 20g 1 oz 
upto 50g 2oz 
upto 10011 4oz 
upto 250g 8oz 
upto 500g lib 
up to 1000 g 2 lb 
per additional 1000 g 2 lb. 

Anicle V 

Exception concerning tht dimensions of itarns in.envelopes 

Tht administrations of Canada. Kenya. Tanzania, Uganda. and tht Unitad Stltll of Amarica shall not bt obliged 

to dilcoul'lllt tht u• of tnVtlQl)II whOII fonnat txOllds tht 11comm111ded dimtnlions when thole envelopes are 
widely used in their countries. · 

Article VI 

Small packets 

The obligation to particil)alll in the exchange of small packets axCNding 500 11 in -ight shall not apply to the 
administrations of Australia, Bhutan, Bolivia, Burma, Canada, Colombia, Cubt and Papua N- Guil'IM which find 
it irnpoaibie to optrltll such an exchange. 

Anicle VII 

Posting abroad of letter-post itams 

The postal adminiltration of Great Britain - tht right to iffll)ON a c:tiarva. equivalent to the coat of the 
_work it incurs, on any administration which, under the pnwisions of article 33, paragraph 4, sends to it items for 
disposal which _,. not originally displa:htd • poml itamS by the poml administration of Great Briuin. 

AnicleVIII 

I n1amatlonal reply coupons iaued before 1 January 1975 

From 1 January 1979, imamational reply coupons iaued before 1 January 1975 shall not. in tht abltnct of• 
spacial .-nt. give ri• to a ltttltment ~ administrations. 
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Article IX 

Withdrawal from the post. Altaration or comc:tlon of add,.. 

Article 33 shall not apply to Aunnlia, the eonw-l1h of the a.i-, the State of Bahrain, Barbados, the 
Republic of BotlWIN, the Socialist Republic of !he Union of Bvnne, Canada, the Republic of Ecuador, Fiji, the 
Republic of !he Gambia, the Unhad Kingdom of GrNt Britain and Northern Ireland, to thoee of the Ova,_ 
Territories forwhoee intametlonal relations Iha Govemmem oflhe Unltad Kingdom of Great Britain and Nonhern 
Ireland 11 responsible, Grenada, Guy-, Ireland, Jamaica, the Republlcof Kanya, Kuwait. Iha Kingdom of Leeotho, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Malta, Iha Republic of NauN, N- ZNland, Papua N-Guinea, Iha Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
the State of a.tar, the Republic of Seychelles, Iha Republic of Siem Leone, Singapore, Iha Kingdom of Swaziland, 
!he Unitad Republic of Tanzania, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda and the Republic of Zambia, whoee 
legislation don not permit withdrawal from Iha poet or altllrltion of address of letter-post items at 1he sender's 
raquest. 

Article X 

Special charges 

In place of !he registration charge laid down in article 47, paragraph 1, .b, member countries may.apply for intUred 
letten, !he corresponding charge of !heir inumal NrVice or, exceptlonally, a charge of 10 ·trancs at most. 

Article XI 

Articles subject to cultDffll duty 

Wilh refefenoe to anicle 36, Iha postal adminiltrationl of Iha People's Republic of Bangiadnh, 1he People's 
Republic of China end the Republic of El Salvador do not ICl:8Pl inlured lettars containing articles subject to 
curtoms duty. 

2 Wilh ret.ma to article 36, the postal administrations of Iha Demoaatic Republic of Afghanistan, 1he 
People's Socialist Republic of Albania, the Federative Republic of Brazil, the People's Republic of Bulprla. !he 
Byelc;,ruaian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cen1ral Africa, Chlle, Iha Republic of Colombia, Democratic Kampuchn, 
the Democratic People's Republic of Kora, Iha Republic of El Salvador, Elhlopia, the Gennan Democratic: 
Republic, Italy. Nepal, Iha Republic of '"-• Iha Republic of Peru, the Socialist Republic of R-ia, 1he 
Republic of San M•ino, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the Republic of V.-uela do not -s,t ordinary and regiltel'wd lettan containing 
articles subject to CUltDffll duty. 

3 With reference to anicle 36, the postal administrations of the People(• Republic of Benin, the Republic of 
the Ivory Coast. the Republic of Mall, the Republic of the Niger, the Sultanate of Oman, the Republic of Sanegal, 
the Republic of Upper Volta and the Yemen Arab Republic do not ICCIIPt ordinary letten containing articles 
subject to CUltOffll duty. 

4 Notwithstanding paragraphs 1 to 3 , the sanding of lfflll'III, vaccines and urvently required medicaments 
which are difficult to procure shall be permittad In all -. 

Article XII 

El!19nt of liability of postal administrations 

The postal administrations of Bangladesh, Belgium, Benin, India, Ivory Coast (Rep), Madagalcar, Mali, 
Ma,ritania, Mexico, Niger, Senlgal, Togo, Turkey and Upper Volta shall be authorized not to apply article 50, 
paragraph 2. 

2 The postal administration of Brull lhlll be IU1horizld not to apply article 50 with respect to liability in 
caenofdan■ge. 
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Artictt XIII 

Payment of indemnity 

The postal administrations of Banglldllh and Mexico lhall not be obliged to comply with aniclt 57, paragraph 4, 
of the Convention, In so fir• c:oncams finally l8ttling tht rnmer within a period of five months or informing tht 
administration of origin or dlstination, • tht CIN may bl, when a postal Item his bttn dnlil'lld, confilCatld or 
destroyed by tht c:ompttllnt authorities IMclua of tht c:ontlnU, or ha bttn •iztd by vlnut c,f its domatic 
legislltion. 

Article XIV 

Special transit charges for conveyance in tl'lnsit by the Trans-Siblri~ and v;. Lake N-r 

The postal administration of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics shall be authorized to colltct a suppl• 
ment of 50 centi11111 in addition to tht transit charges lndicatld in article 61, paragraph 1, i, (distancel tr-..d 
by l1ndl for each kilogramme of i.ttlrilC)lt i11m1 conveyed In transit ower tht Trans-Siberilf'I route. 

2 The postal administrations of tht Arab Republic of Egypt and tht Democratic Republic of tht Sudan lhall 
be authorized to colllCt • supplement of 50 cattirnn in addition to the trlnlit charva indicatld in article 61, 
paragraph 1, for each bag of lttteri>Olt In trlf'llit v;. Like N- bttwNn Shalla! (Egypt) and Wadi Haifa !Sudan). 

Anicle XV 

Special transit conditions for Panana CR.pl 

The postal administration of the Republic of P- shall be lllthorized to collect I supplement of 2 francs to 

the transit chlr1lts mantioned in anicle 61, paragraph 1, for each bag of lettll' PCllt In trll'llit through the lnhmus 
of Panama ~n the pons of Balboa on the Pacific Ocean and Criltobel on the Atlantic Ocean. 

Article XVI 

Special transit conditions for Afghanistan 

Notwlthttllnding anicle 61, paragraph 1, the PGttal administration of Afghanistan shall be authorized provisionally. 
becaule of its special difficulties • regards means of conveyance and communication, to effect the transit of 
clOMd mails and • dicouvert comtl)Ol'ldtnce ICroll its territory on tlfflll specially agreed with the postal admin­
istrations concerned. 

Article XVII 

$t)lcill ltOl'IIII CNrV11 It Panana 

Excaptionally, tht postal administration of the Republic of Plrllffll shall be authorized to colllCt I charge of 
1 franc per bag for 111 mails stored or tnnlhipptd in the port of Balboa or Criltobll, provided that that adminis· 
tr1tion d011 not -Ive any payment in l'ftPICt of land or •a transit for thOM malls. 
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By '"'°" of the IIJICial geographical situation of the Union of Scw.i Socialist Republics, the poml administra­
tion of that country shall ,_,,,. the right to apply a uniform air a,rcharge throughout the whole of tu 1Brritory 

for all the coumri• of th• world. This surcharge shall not exceed the ac111al COltS OCC■liONd by the corweyance 
of lettar-l)Olt i1ams by air. 

Anlcle XIX 

Extraordinary •rvic:es 

The only services COlllidlrlcl • extraordinary 11rvic■s giving rill to the collection of ll)ICial um.it c:h■rves shall 
be the Syri•I raq motor •rvic:es. 

Anicle XX 

Compuilory routeing indicll■d by the country of origin 

The ponal ■dminiltr■tionl of the B~ Scw.i Socialist RtpUblic, the Socialist Republic of Romania, the 
Ukrani■n Scw.i Socialist Republic and the Union of Scw.i Socialist Republics will recognize only the costs of 
the conveyance effect■d in ■ccord■ncll with the provision COIIOlffling the line shown on the bag labels (AV Bl of 
airmail dilpalr:hes and on the AV 7 delivery bllls. 

Article XXI 

Routeing of clOl■d airmails 

Having r991rd to article XX the poat■I administrations of G-, Italy Ind Senegal will forward cloaml airmails 
only on the conditions laid down in article 74, paragraph 3. 

Article XXII 

Om of application of the ,_ monetary unit for the ge,wal llquid■tion ■c:counu 

Notwithstanding anlcle 86, the moMtary unit stipul■-d in wticle 8, namely the SOR, shall be uad from 1 January 
1981 for the prtp■ratlon of the annual general liquidation-m of transit ch■r91undterminaldues (anicle 181 
of the Detailed Regulations of the ConVW1tion) end the biennial general liquidation -m of international reply 
coupons (anicle 191 of the Detailed Regulations of the Convention). 

Anicle XXIII 

Application of the transit charges and tmnin■ I dUII rain 

Notwithstanding article 86 'Of th• Convention, the r■- relating to transit charves and tmninal dues shall come 
into fon:a on 1 Jaiuary 1981 . 
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Article XXIV 

Application of postage ratel 

Notwithstanding article 86, in the event of the transit clwgls and terminal dues specified in articl1161 and 62 
being introduced on I date ..tier than the entry imo forca of the Convention specified in erticll 86, the admin­
istrations of France, Gr11t Britain, thl Unhad Staas of America 111d YUOl)llavia ,_ the right to apply, as 
tram the Slffll elate, the provisions of article 19 relating to ponage ratel. 

Article XXV 

Application of air conveyance r1191 

Notwithstanding article 86, in the event of the transit clwgn and terminal dues specif'led in anic:111 61 and 62 
being introduced on I dau eerlier than the entry into force of the Convention specified In article 86, the admin­
istration of the Uni19d Statn of America rwNrVII thl ri9ht to apply, • from the Slffll date, the provisions of 
article 79 relating to air conveyance r1191. 

In witnea whereof, the plenipcnantiaries below "- drMn up this Protooot, which shall haft the llfflll force 
and the Slffll validity • if its provisions were I~ in the taxt of the Convention i1Jllf, and they"- signed 
it in a single original which shall be deposi19d in the archives of the Govemnent of the coumry in which the INt 

of the Union is lituatad. A copy thereof shall be delivered to uch party by the Government of the country in 
which Congress is held. 

Done at Rio de JaMiro, 26 October 1979 

SigMtJJ,w: - • on,,,,,_ 49 IP 79. 
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DETAILED REGULATIONS OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION 

CONTENTS 

Part I 

General provisions 

Chapter I 

Rules applicable in common throughout the in19mational postal •Nice 

Art 

101 Preparation Ind aettlement of ICCOUn1S 

102 Payment of debts expmud in SDRs. G-,al provisions 
103 Rules for payment 
104 Fixing of equivalents 
105 Postage namps. Notification of issues and exchange bt-.i administrations 
106 Postal identity cards 
107 Period of retantion of documenu 
108 Telegraphic addrwms 

Chapter II 

International Bureau. Information to be supplied. Publications 

109 Communications and information to be forwarded to the lnttmationel Bureau 
110 Mutual information i.i-n admininntions 
111 Publications 
112 Distribution of publications 

Part II 

Provisions concerning the latter post 

Section I 

Conditions of acceptance of letter-post items 
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Chapter I 

Provisions applicable to all ca18g0ries of items 

Art 

113 Adchea. Mike-up 
114 P01t11 rwtama ifflnl 
115 lt9mlaantflweofl)Clltalchlrgls 
116 •- subject to CUltOll'II comrol 
117 lta'nl for delivery fr9e of chlrgls and fMI 

Chapter II 

Rules relating to the packing of items 
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Convention, Detailed Regulations 

~by1helmMllltlonalBu,-

ln wiew of 1he pnwilions of aniclet 8 of 1he c-nlon n 101, 102 n 103 of 111 Detailed Regull1i-, 
admininnrti- may ......_, in 1he -.ntng forms, Ill lndlulionl In 10k1 francl by lndicati- in Special 
Drawing Righ11 (SDRal, or a., may limply inNrt an addhional heeding fw conwwning ,tie final ,...It 
(uprwct In 10k1 francll in111 SDRa uling 1he llnkl"'I -fflciem of 3.081 10k1 francs • 1 SOR. 

DETAILED REGULATIONS OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION 

Having regard to 1nicle 22, paragraph 5, of the Constitution of the Universal Postal Union concluded It Vienna 
on 10 July 1964, the undersigned, on behalf of their ~ive postal administrations, have by common consent 
drawn up the following me111.1res for ensuring the implementation of the Universal Postal Convention. 

Part I 

General provisions 

Chapter I 

Rules applicable in common throughout the international postal service 

Anlcle 101 

Preparation and settlement of accounts 

Each administration shall draw up its ICCOUnts Ind refer them in duplicate to the others concerned. One 
accepted copy, if neceaary Mltndtd or -,ipanitd by I statement of discrepancies, shall be returned to the 
creditor administration. This account shall serve• a basis for the Pf9plrltion, • ,__ry, of the final liquida­
tion account between the two administrations. 

2 In the total of each account made out in gold fnlnca on C 20bis, C 21, C 21bis, C 23, C 24, C 31, CP 16, 
CP 18, AV 5, AV 11 Ind AV 12 forms, centilllll shall be ignc>r9d in the total or the balance. 

3 In accordance with 1nicle 113, paragraph 5, of the General Regulations the International Bureau shall 
arrange the settlement of accounts of 111 kinds relating to the international postal service. To this end the admin• 
istrations concerned shall consult with each other and with the Burea, and decide upon the method of settle­
ment. Accounts of telecornmunicltions services may also be included In ti- special liquidation accounts. 

Anicle 102 

Payment of debts exprnstd in SDRs. General provisi-

Subjtct to article 12 of the Convention, the Nits for payment set out below shall apply to 111 debts expressed 
in SD Rs ind irising out of a postal trlllllCtion, whether they result from general accounts or statements drawn 
up by the International Burea, or from liquidation ICCOUnts or statements not drawn up by the Bureau; they 
shall also relate to the settlement of dilcr■pancifl, of Interest or, where applicable, of payments on account. 

2 Any administration may dilCharge its liabilities by payments on account, from which its debts shall be 
deducted wh■n these have been established. 
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3 Providld the periods for paymam .. ablervld, any administration may .nle PQ11111 dlbts of the same 
or dltt.rent kinda, exsn-1 in SDRs by offlffling credits and debits in Its relations with 11110ther administration. 
The offwtting may be extllndld by mutual ~ to debts arising from t1l1canw11unicatlons •rvicas when 
both administrations operata postal and tlllcammunicltions ~icas. Offwtting may not bl lffwctld with debts 
in respect of trlnllCtions conti IC1lld out to an organization or company under the control af I postal adminis­
tration if that administration objlCtl. 

Article 103 

Rules for paymant 

Debts shall be paid in !he cumncy 11lec:tld by the creditor ldminifflltion after conaultation wi!h the 
debtor administration. If there is diugrNfflllnt, the choice of the creditor administration shall prevail in all 
caMS. If !he creditor administration does not specify I cumncy, the choic:l shall rest with the debtor adminis• 
trltion. 

2 The amount.of the payment,• detlrmiMd hereafter in the 111ec:ted currency, shall be equivalent in value 
to the b■lll1CII of the ■ccount expreaed in SDRs. 

3 Subject to paragraph 4, the lfflOUnt to be paid in the •l■ctld currency (which is equivalent in value to the 
balance of !he ■ccount exp....S in SDRs) shall be detlrmiMd by converting the SOR into currencies of payment 
in accordance with the following provisions: 

for cumncies for which the SOR exchange rm is published by the lntllfflltional Monetary Fund (IMF) : 
u• the 1xchlnge nne in force on the day prior to payment or the most l'Klnt r■tl published; 
for other currencies of payment: convert. • 1 fim ltllll, the amount in SO Rs into an inwrrMdiatl cumncy 
for which the value is published daily by the IMF in tlfflll af the SOR, using the most l'Klnt exchange rate 
published, then convert. a a ~ n■ge, the reeult thus obtaiMd into the currency of payment. applying 
the lltllt rm of exchange quotld on the exchange market of the debtor country. 

4 If, by mutual ■grNment,. !he creditor administration Ind the debtor administration have c:hOlan !he cur• 
r1ncy of I country which is not I member of the IMF and who. laws do not permit the application of para­
graph 3, the administrations COl'IClfflld lh1II agr11 on the reletionlhip ~ the SOR and the value of the 
selec:tld cumncy. 

5 For the Plll'POII of detllrmining the official or llfflll"ally ICCIPtlld foreign exchange market equivalant of a 
cumncy, !he nne ulld shall be the closing r■te for cumncy which can be ulld in the majority of merchandise 
trade tr■ns■ctlons for spot delivery cable transfen in the official or gelllflllY ICCIPtlld foreign exchange market 
of the main financial Clfftrl of the debtor country on the day prior to payment or the most -t 1'1118 quoted. 

6 The debtor administration shall tlWllfflit, on the d■l8 of payment. the amount af the •IIICtld currency as 
computld above by a bank cheque, transfer or any other means, ICCIPtlble to both administrations. If the 
creditor administration •~ no pr1fere11c:e, the choice shall fall to the debtor administration. 

7 The payment charges (fie, cluring charges, dlpolitl, commillion, etc) collec:tld in the debtor country 
shall be borne by the debtor administration. The charges coll■ctld In tha crldltor country, including payment 
charges collected by banks In intarrMdiltl countria, shall be borne by the crldltor administration. Whan the 
postal giro transfer IYll8ffl, with exlllll)tion from charges. is Ulld, exemption shall 1110 be grantld by the office 

' of exchange in the third country or countries acting • intarmediary bltwlen the debtor administration and the 
creditor administration whan there are no direct exchanges bltwlen these. 

8 If, bltwNn the dispn:h of the remittance Cchlque, for example) and Its ..aiPt by the creditor ldminls· 
trltion, 1 variation occui'I in the equivlllnt value of the lllectld cumncy calculltlld a dacribld in paragraphs 3 , 
4 or 5, and if the di~ ,-,lting from ouch variation exc:Nds 5 percent of the amount due (es. r.alculated 

following such variation) , the total differanc:e shall be shar■d equally bltwlen the two administrations. 

9 Payment shall be made a quickly a polliblt and It tha lltllt within six -its from the date of rcaipt of 
the general or special liquidation -nts, ■ccounts or stlt8fflll1tl dl'IWII up by common coment. notifications, 
raqUlltl for PIYfflll1tl on ■ccount, etc, indicating the amounts or bal■ncas to be settlld; after that pariod the 
amounts dua shall be charguble with in- It the rltl of 6 l)ll'Clnt per annum reckoned from the day follow­
ing the day of expiry of the Ilic! period. By payment is meant the dispau:h of funds or of the instrument of pay• 
ment (cheque, draft, etc) or the signing of the order for transfer or deposit by the organization responsible for 
the transfer In the debtor country. 
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1 O When payment is made, the cheque, draft or document of transfer shall be ac:companiad by particulars of 
the title, period and amount In SORs of each -nt included in the total sum remit111d. If It is not poaible for 
deteils to ac:company the remittance, an explanatory lmar shall be provided by airmail on the day that payment 
is made. The deteiled expi-tion shall be in French or in a l11191a111 undemood in the admininration to which 
payment is made. 

Article 104 

Fixing of equivalents 

Administrations shall fix the equivalents of the ponal charges pfllCl'ibed in the Convention, the Agreements 
and their Final Protocols and the selling price of International reply coupons. They shall notify them to the Inter• 
national Bureau for them to be announced to postal administrations. To this end each administration shall be 
required to notify the lntffllational Bureau of the -«191 value of the SOR in the currency of its country under 
the provisions of paragraph ,2. 

2 The average value of the SOR which will be operative from 1 January each year, for the~ only of 

the fixing of ctiarves. will be determined II follows: 
a for a currency for which daily exchange rates with the SOR of the IMF are published: calculata to four 

P'- of decimals the average value of the SOR in that currency, based on the dav·to-dlv values applying 
over a period of at least 12 months ended on the precading 30 September; 

b for a currency for which dally exchange rates with the SOR are not published: calculata to four places of 
decimals an average value of the SOR in that currency, 11 in a, but through the madlum of conversion to 
another currency for which daily rates are qucnad both for the currency in quastion and for the SOR; , 

c for a currency of a country which 11 not a member of the IMF. for which daily exchange rates with the 
SOR are not published, and which unllaterelly decl- an equiv.-- in accordance with the Convention, 
article 8, paragraph 4: calculate the avll'lgl of the dally rates thus unilatarelly declared applying over a 
period of at least 12 months ended on the pntceding 30 Sepamber; 

d u an alternative to b and c, for any currency for which an exchWlgl me with the SOR is not published 
daily, the average value of the SOR over a periodofnotleathan 12 months ended in the prec:adingSeptamber 
may first be calculated for another currency for which daily equivalents in SOR1 are published, 11 in 
method a, and the ,-,ftlng -. value c:onwr19d to the currency in question by the closing market 
exchange rete bei-n the two cumncin applying on 30 September; the calculetlon will be to four places 
of decimalL The period over which the -age is taken should be that also used by the country wh011 
currency is uaed u the imarmedilte. 

3 Postel admininrationl shall communic:1111 equivlllnts or changas of equivalents of l)Oltal charges to the 
International Burea, 11 soon II l)Ollible, giving the date of their entry into fon:e. 

4 The International Burea, shall publish a compendium showing. for each country, the equivalents of the 
charges, the average value of the SOR and the selllng price of the international reply coupons mentioned in 
paragraph 1 and indicating. where applicable, the permntage increaN or 1'9duction in postage applied under 
articles 19, paragraph 1, of the Convention and Ill of Its Final Protocol. 

5 Each administration shall notify the International Bureau direct of the equivalent it has adopted for the 
indemnities prescribed in article 50, paragraph 4, of the Convention. 

Article 105 

Postage stamps. Notification of ,_ and exchange bei-n administrations 

1 Each ,_ issue of postage nemps shell be notified by the edmlninretlon co--.:1 to ell other admlni1· 

trations, with the -rv information, through the in11trmediary of the lntamational Bureau. 

2 Administrations shall exchange through the intermediary of the ln11tmational Bureau three sets of each of 
their new iaua of postage stamPL 
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Article 106 

Postal identity cards 

1 Each administration shall appoint the offices or depei tmMts which i- l)Oltlll identity cards. 

2 Ti- cards SNII be made out on forms conforming to the annexld specimen C 25 which ■re suppli■d by 
the ln1■m■tion■ I Bur■au. 

3 Upon application the applicant shell hand in his phoUJ9rlPh end prove his identity. Administrations shell 
iau■ the necnury instruetions to entUr■ that cards are iaued only after careful inquiry into the idlntity of the 
applicant. 

4 The official shall enw the applic■tion in a register; he shell fill up in ink and in roman char■ctm by hand 
or by typewri1■r, without el'Nllr■ or ■Iteration, all the l)ll'tlculln requirld by the fonn and affix the photo­
graph to it in the IPICe indic■1ad; then he shell affix a postagt ltlfflP repreanting the charge collected, pertly 
on the photograph and partly on the card. He shall then make, in the IPICe ,■.!Yid for the purpose, a clear 
impreaion of the dltHtlmp or of an official -1, in such a way that it appe.-s partly on the postage stamp, the 

photograph and the card. Finally, he shall sign the card and iaue it to the applicant after having ob1■inld his 
signature. 

5 Administn1tions may iseue identity cards without affixing a po1tag1 stamp ther8tO and record in some 
other way the amount of the chargt collec1■d. 

6 Each administrltlon shall retain the right to imM the cards for the in1■metionel serYice in accordMce with 
the rules applied to the cards in UN in its intem1I service. 

7 Postal identity cards may after they i.. been made out be lemin■tld in plastic ma1■rial • desired by each 
administration. 

Article 107 

Period of r■tention of documents 

Documents of the inumetion■ I service shall be kapt for a minimum period of 18 months from the day 
following the dm to which thay r■fer. 

2 Documents conceming a dispute or Inquiry shall be kept until the matter has been settled. If the initiating 
administration, being duly informed of the l'IIUlt of the inquiry, allows lix months to pas from the d■1■ of the 

communication without railing any objections, the matter shall be regarded • clONd. 

Article 108 

Telegraphic add-

For telegraphic c:ommunic:ations axchanged betwNn one another, administrations shall UN the following 
telegraphic add-: 
a "Postgen" for telegrams intandld for central administrations; 
b "Postbur" for telegrams intended for post offices; 
c "Postex" for telegrams intended for offices of exch■ng1. 

2 Th... telegraphic add,_. shall be followed by the indication of the pl-» of destination and, where 
approprim. any other details considered ,_ry. 

3 The telegraphic add,.. of the International Bur■IU shall be "UPU Beme". 

4 The telegraphic add,.... indicated in paragraphs 1 and 3, completad • ,_ry by the indication of the 

dispatching office, shall ■Ila - • the signature to telegraphic conwnunicltions. 
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Chapter II 

International Bureau. Information to be supplied. Publications 

Article 109 

Communications and lnfonnation to be forwllrd.t to the lnurnational BurNU 

Administrations shall c:ommunicatB to the lntamational BurNU: 
a their decision on the ot)tional application of cenain general provisions of the Convention and of iu Detailed 

Regulations; 
b the expreaion they hwe adopuld, under anic:les 188, paragraph 1, and 189, to indic:ata that the ponage has 

been paid; 
c the reduced chargas they h- adopuld under article 8 of the Constitution and details of the sarvices to 

which the charges apply; 
d the extraordinary conveyance d.ues collec:tild under article 84 of the Convention together with the names 

of the countries to which the dues apply and, where appropriatw, particulars of the sarvices tor which the 
dun are payable; 

e the scale of insurance charvH applicable in their arvice to insured ltt18n in ICICOl'dara with article 47, 
paragraph 1, c; 
the maximum amount up to which they admit insu,_ by .. rtace and air routas; 

g where ,-,v, a lilt of their offices which l)ll'ticil)l1a in the insured lettm sarvice; 
h where .-ary, thOl9 of their regular .. or air sarvices utad for the conveyance of ordinary itams by 

letter post which may bt utld, with a gu■l'lll1N of liability, for the conveyance of Insured lttten; 
the ,-y information ccn»ming CUltOffll or other r.gulltions, • MIi • the prohibitions.or rtltric· 
tlons governing the entry and transit of postal lt9mS in their arvices; 
the number of curtoma declarations raquired for i18ffll subject to customs control addreued to their coun­
try and the i...,.. in which decl■rltions or CUltOffll labtb may bt complttld; 

k a lilt of kilomttric distanc:a for land secton followm In their countries by mails In transit; 
I a lilt of the shipping lines operating from their poru and u..c:t for the conveyance of mails, with details 

of the voyages, the dilta'IC» and duration of the voyage ~ the port of embarkation Ind each of 
the sua:eaive poru of call, the frequency of the llt'Yice and the countries to which the •a transit cha,ves 
shall bt paid If the ships are u..c:t; 

m any u•ful information about their organization and intffllll .rvices; 
n their intllmal postal charges. 

2 Any amendment to the Information mentlonad in psagrapn 1 shall bt notifltd without delay. 

3 Administrations shall -,pp1y the lntamational Bureau with two copies of the documents which they 
publish, wht1htr relating to ttie illtllfflll or inmnatlonal arvlce. They shall also furnish,• far• poaible, other 
works published in their country conceming the pona~.rvict. 

Anicle 110 · 

M1.1111al Information bttMtn administrations 

The ldministrations of countries which panicil)l1a in the insured lfttllrs sarvice and which provide direct exchanges 
shall communicatB to one -,o,har. by me-,, of tibia in the form of the annexed specimen VD 1, information 
conc:eming the exchange of insured lfttllrs. · 
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Anicle 111 

Publications 

The International Bureau shall publish, on the bais of information supplied In accordance with anicle 109, 
an official compendium of information of general interat relating to the implementation of the Convention and 
of its Detailed Regulations in uch meniler country. It shall alto publish similar compendia relating to the imple­
mentation of the A9reefflents WK! their Detailed Regulations, on the bail of the information supplied by the 
administrations concem«t in accordance with the relative provisions in the Detailed Regulations of each of the 
Agreements. 

2 It shall 1110 publish, from Information supplied by ldminifflltlons and, If appropriatB by the Restric:tlld 
Unions as regards subparagraph a, or the United Nations II regards subpwegraph 11: 
a a list of addreues, of heads and senior officals of postal administrations and the R11tricted Unions; 
b an international list of port officn; 
c a list of kilometric distancn relating to land IICtOrs of mails in transit; 
d a list of shipping li1191; 
e 
f 

1 list of equivalents; 
a list of prohibited ll'tic:111; this list shall 1110 include narcotics prohibited under the multilateral tr11ties 
on narcotics; 

g a compendium of information about the orpnization WK! i11111m1I services of postal administrations; 
h a compendium of postal administrations' internal chargts; 

stat~ical data relating to the postal services Onumal and i11111m1tionall ; 
j studies, opinions, reporu and other -nu relating to the postal service; 
k a general Catalogue of information of JNrf kind concerning the postal service and of the documents in 

the lending service (UPU Catalogue) . 

3 Lastly, it shall publish a multilingual vocabulary .of the intamational postal service. 

4 Amendments to 'lhl various documlnu llstad in paragraphs 1 to 3 shall be notified by cin:ular, bulletin, 
supplement or other IPPl'OPl'ilte means. 

Anicle 112 

Distribution of publications 

The documents published by the International Bureau shall be distributad to administrations in aa:ordlOCI 
with the following rules: 
a all documenu excepting those spcified in subparagraph b: three copies of which one cq,y shall be in the 

official language and the two others either in the official llflllllllll or in the other language raquemd in 
accordanc:a with anicle 107 of the General Regulations; 

b the journal "Union Post1le" and the International List of Pott Offices: according to the number of contri• 
bution units aaigned to uch administration under anicll 125 of the G1111n1I Regulations. Howav1r, where 
administrations 10 request, the lntlmational List of Pott Offices may be distributad at the maximum rate 
of ten copies per contribution unit. 

2 Over and above the number of copies distributed free of chll'gl by vinue of paragraph 1, administrations 
may purch- lnumational Bureau documents at cost price. 

3 Documents published by the lnumational Bureau shall alto be lltnt to Rtstric:tlld Unions. 

Part II 

Provisions concerning the letter post 

Section I 

Conditions of acceptance of letter-post items 
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Chapter I 

Provisions applicable to all categOries of items 

Anicle 113 

Addrea. Make-up 

a 
b 
C 

d 

e 

g 

Administrations shall recommend u11n: 
to u• envelopes which arw adapiad to their c:ont91'111; 
to write the addl"III on the 111¥11ope, on the plain side which is not provided with the closing flap; 
to l'WNrve the right-hand half at least of the addl"III side for· the addrwa of the add,- and for postage 

stamps, franking marks and impresions or indications in lieu thenof; 
to write the addrna very legibly in roman lttttn and in arabic figurws setting it out on the rivht•hand side 
lengthwise. If other letters and figurws arw used in the country of destination, It shall be recommtnded that 
the addrna be given also in these llttln and figum; 
to write the namt of the pi.» with the col'l'ICt polllCClde number or delivery zone number, if any, and 
country of destination in capital letten; 
to show the addrna precisely and compi.ttly, giving the c:onw:t polllCClde number or delivery zone number, 
if any, so that the forwarding of the item ind i1I delivery to the add,- may be .tf9ctld without inquiry 
or misunderstanding; 
to show the namt and addl"III, with the polllCClde number or delivery zone number, If any, of the llndlr. 
When they IPl)Nr on the addrna side of the lflftlope, thlN indic:ations shall be pl-«! in the top left-hand 
comer; 

h to place service instructions and labels on the addl"III side of the envelope in the top left-hand corner, 
beneath the llndlr's nmne and addrns where thlN an given; 
to add the word "Llttlr'' to the addrea side of letters which, becaule of their volumt or make-up, might 
be confused with items prepaid It a rwducad rate; 
to show the addreaes of the •ndtr and the add- inside the item and • far • poaible on the contents, 
or, wherw applicable, on a tiNJn label mtde of a sturdy material, securwly attached to the item, panicularly 
in the CIN of u1111altd items; 

k to show also the ~•• addrna on 11Ch packet of printed papen included in a special big and sent to 

the same add,._ at the 111n1 addrns. 

2 No manner of item shall be edmitted of which the whole or pan of the addrwss side h• been marked off 
into -rel divisions intended to provide fOf' IUCmliive add-. 

3 In all - in which the item is under wrapper, the lddr-•• addret1 shall be written on it 1xcapt for 
anicla •nt in ac:cordancl with article 122, paragraph 3. 

4 Postag1 stamps or postal franking imprwaions shall be applied to the addras side, and • far • possible, at 
the upper right-hand corntr. HOWIIVII', it shall be up to the administration of origin to trwlt items whose payment 
does not conform to this condition, according to its inttrn1I legislation. 

5 Non-postal stamps and charity or other labels as well • designs, likely to be mistaken for postage stampS or 
sen,ice labels may not be affixed to or printed on the addrws side. This shall also apply to stamp imprnsions 
which could be mistaken for franking imprwaions. 

6 Envelopes, the edges of which - provided with colourwd ban shall be .-rved for airmail comspondence. 

Article 114 

Paste restan18 118ml 

The addrws of items sent poste rastanta lhall show the namt of the addl'WISN. The use of initials, figum, for&­
nema only, fic:tltious nema or code marks of any kind shall not bl permitted for tl>ae items. 
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Article 115 

I terns sent frN of polt■ I charges 

Items exlffll)t from postal c:hargls shall bar, on the addrea side in the top ri9ht·hand comer, the following 
indications, which may be followad by a tr■nllation : 

a --S.rvice dtls pOffWH (Postal S.ntic:el or a similar indication for the items mentioned in article 15 of the 
Convention; 

b 

C 

--S.,,,ice d# prlronni«r d, ,,_,.- (Prilonm~f- lll'Vicel or --S.Wicit da in.,,,.- (Civilian lntenMfl 
Sen1ic1I for the items mentioned In article 16, of the COIWelltion and the forms '9lating to them; 
HCkogremr,MS" (Literltll'9 for the blindl for the items mentioned in article 17 of the Convention. 

Article 116 

Items subject to CU1tOffll control 

Items to be submitted to custom1 control shall bear on the front 11'1 adheive grwn label in the form of 
the annexed specimen C 1, or be provided with I tie-on label in the llffll form. The C 1 edhesift label shall be 
affixed on the addr• side, in 10 f■r II l)Ollible in the top left-hand comer, beneath the sender's name and 
llddrns where thaN are given. With the IU1horiution of the ldmlnistration of origin, uters may u11 en11elopes 
or wrapping bearing, in the pl- provided for affixing the C 1 label, 1 1)'9Printed flCSimile of that label having 
the serne dimensions and colour. If the value of the comenu decllnd by the tender excNds 300 francs, or if the 
sender prefers, the items shall also be _,.,.,ied by the pmcribed number of IIPll'ffl customs declarations 
in the form of the annexed spacimen C 2/CP 3 ; in this c■-1, only the upper part of the C 1 label shall be affixed 
to the item. 

2 C 2/CP 3 customs declarations shall be IICU'9ly ■ttldMd to the outside of the item by I string tied croa• 
will or, if the administration of the country of dastination 10 requesu, in11rted in the item itMlf. Exoeptionally, 
thtll decl1r1tions may, if the llnder prefers, 1110 be inlll'tld in registered letters in a closed -•lope containing 
valuable articles II mentioned in article 43, .,..■Ph 3, of the Convention, or in inaurad letters. 

3 For small packets, the formalities pracribld in pangraph 1 shall be compullory in every c■11. 

4 The ~ of a C 1 label shall not. in any cl~. involve the mum to the office of origin of 
consignments of printed papers, IINffll, vaccines. perishable biological subltances, radioactive materials and 
urgently requirad medici1111 which a,. difficult to obtain. 

5 The contents of the item llhlll bl llhown in dftlil on the customs dtclaration. Otlcriptions of I general 
character shall not be edminecl. 

6 Administrations shall do their utmost to inform ll!1dtrs of the correct way to complete the C 1 labels or 
customs declarations, although they shall accept no liability for the customs declarations. 

Article 117 

Items for delivery free of c:harvn and ta. 

I tarns fM delivery to add- fret of charges and fees shall bar in bold 'ittters the heading "Franc r» tu• 
n ,,- droitsH (Fm of cha,ves and ta.I or I similar indication in the language of the country of origin. These 
items shall bl provided with I ylllow label 1110 baring in bold letters the indication HFranc de tu• et de droitsN. 
The heading and the label shall be plteld on the addrna side, in 10 far • pouible in the tap left-hand cMner, 
beneath the sender's name and addrea wh■rt thtM are given. 
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2 Every item 11nt frN of charges and tea all be ~ied by I franking note on yellow paper in the 
form of the ■nMXed ll)eCimln C 3/CP 4 . The lll'ldlr of the item and, • regards the l)Oltll service indications, 
the dilPIU:hing office, 111111 complea the text of the right-hand Iida of the front of pens A and 8 of the frank· 
ing nou. The llnder's entrla INY be made with th• ua of carbon papar. The text shall Include the undertaking 
prn:ribed In article 40, psagl'll)h 2, of the Convention, The franking note, duly completed, shall be securely 
lttaChld to the item. 

3 When the •nder Ilks mer posting for the i11ffl to be deliveNd frN of c:hwgas end fees, the proc:adure shall 
be a follows: 
a if the raquet is to be fOfWlrdld by P0lt. the office of origin shall inform the office of destination in wi 

ex~ note. This l■mr, bearing the prepayment of the charge due, 111111 be fonnrded • a ragistared 
item by the quickest routa lair or a,rf-1 to the office of dastlnation ■ccomp1nied by a franking note 
duly completad. The office of destination shall affix the label pmcribld in peragr■ph 1 to the item; 

b if the request is to be forwarded by talegraph, the office of origin shall inform the office of destination by 
telegraph and at the same time ■dvite the relative l)lrtic:ulan of the posting of the item. The office of 
destination shall automatically make out I frwiking nou . 

Chapar II 

Rules relating to the packing of items 

Anicle 118 

Make-up. Packing 

Letter-post itams shall be m■de up 11C11rely Ind in such I way that there is no risk of other itllTIS gffling 
tnPPld in them. The packing shall be ■dlptld to the shape Ind nature of the item and the conditions of tram­
pon. Every itam 111111 be made up in such I way • not to ■ffwc:t the health of officials and so as not to present 
any danger if it contains articles of I kind likely to injure officials called upon to hendle it or soil or damage 
other itlffll or postal equipment. 

2 ltarns containing articles of gl- or other fragile materials, liquids, fmy substances, dry powden, whether 
colouring or not. llve bees, INChes, silk-worm aggs or th■ 11«111• ref■mld to in anicle 36, paragraph 4, c, Ii, of 
the Convention shall be packed in the following manner: 
1 ll'ticl• of • or other fragile objects shall be packed in I box of IMtll, wood, nrong pllltic material or 

nrong c■rdbolrd , filled with papar, wood shavings or any other appropriate proteetive material, to prevent 
any friction or knocks during transpOrt either betMen the objac:ts themselves or between the objects and 
the sides of the box; 

b liquids and _,_ which -.llv llquefy shall be enclooed In perfectly leak-proof containers. Each con• 

tainer shall be pl.-1 in a special box of metal,. wood, strong pllltic: material or strong corrugated card• 
board, containing enough IIIMluat. cotton wool or any other appropriate protKtive material to absorb 
the liquid should the container break. The lid of th■ box shall be fixed so that it cannot easily work loose; 
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c fatty substances which do not easily liquefy, such • ointments, soft-soap, mins, etc, and silk-worm 19111, 
the conveyance of which prnmts flw difficulties, 111111 be enclCllld in I fint packing (box, big of doth, 
plastic, etc} which II iuelf pllCld in I box of wood, metal or any other ffllffllal stout enough to pnvem 
the contents from leaking; 

d dry colouring ~. such • aniline blue, etc, shall be admittad only in pemc:tly leek.proof me1:lf boxes, 
pllCtd in tum in box• of wood, strong plastic mawi1I or good quality corrugated cardboard with sawdust 
or any other appropriate ablorbent 111d protletiv1 material bltwHn the two containers; 

1 dry mHH:Olouring powders shill be pllCtd in contai111r1 lbox, bag} of metal, wood, strong pllllic mntrial 
or cardboard; theN containers shall ~Iv• be enclCllld in a box made of one of th018 ffllfflial1; 
live bees, laec:hes and parasites.shall be tnCICllld in boxes 10 constructad • to avoid any danger. 

3 Packing shall not be 1'9QUired for articles in one pi41ca, such • p~ of wood, metal, etc, which it is not 
the custom of the trade to pack. In this CIN, the addl'ftl of the add~ should be given on the article itself. 

Anicle 119 

Make-up. Perishable infectious biological subltlnces 

Perishable biological subltallCII which are infectious or l'UIOlllbly suspected to be infectious for man and 
animals shill be dlclared "lnf.ctious subltancls". Letters containing wc:h substances shall be subject to the 
special packing conditions laid down in the following paragraphs. 

2 Senden of inf.ctlous subnlncll should ensure that shipments are prepared in such I manner that they 
arrive at thair destination in good condition and that they preant no hazard to persons or animals during ship­
ment. Elements ofwc:11 packaging include such -.mils•: 
1 1 watertight primary l9Cll)tlCle; · 

b a watertight MCOndary packaging; 
c absorbent material should be pllcld bltwHn the primary rec:.ptad1 and the IICOndary packaging. If multi• 

pie primary f'9CIPtlCI• are pllcld in I single IICOndary packaging they shall be wrlPPld individually to 
ensure that contact bltwHn them is preven19d. The ablorbent mntrl1I, such • cotton wool, should be 
sufficient to take up the entire contlnts. A non-hV!lfOICOPic materiel which does not evaporate under ship­
ping conditions and is in fact non-toxic for man mey be added; 

d 1n outer packaging of sufficient strength to meet performance tests equivalent to those laid down in the 
regulations of the int1mational bodies competent in the l'llltt9r. 

3 Although exceptional itlfflS, such • whole organs, may require special packaging. the great majority of 
infectious su-can and should be pckagacl IICCOrdlng to the following guldeliMS: 

a substlnc:es shipped at ambient tamperatures or higher. Primary recePtaCles Include th0111 of gla1, metal or 
plastic. Positive ffllMI of ensuring • ielk-proof _, must be provided such • hat -,, skirted stopper or 
metal crimp •11. If screw caps ant uad th- should be reinforctd with tape; 

b subltlnces shipped referi91ratld or frozen 1-t ice, "cold dogs", dry ice}. Primary nlClll)tldes closed by 
screw caps should not be uad. Ice or dry ice must be pllcld outside the secondary packaginglsl. Interior 
supports must be provided to _,,. the ac:ondary packagingl1l in the original l)Olition afur the ice or dry 
ice his been diail)ltad. If ice ii uad the packaging must bl lllk-proof. If dry ice is used the outer packaging 
must permit the re.._ of csbon dioxide gas. 
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4 The outer box and the OUter wrapping. If eny, shall bt furnished, on the side which bun the tdd- of 
the duly authorized llborltOrits sending and ..-iving it. withe nandlrdiztd diamond-shaped label, 10 cm x 10 cm 
or 5 cm x 5 cm, with bllCk letters on a white ground. The toP h■lf shall bt■r the approv■d symbol for inf9c:tious 
substMlces ■nd the bottom half the following words: "lnf9ctioul subltance. In - of d■mage or le■k■ge imme­
diately notify public hulth authority." This label is• follows: 

Whta-....,nd . lllck lVff,bol and i.a.ing --
' ~ 

, ____ M._..s/ 

CIIOUS SUBS 
/ 

Sl Of DAIIAGE OR U 

Article 120 

M1kH1p. Perishable non-infwc:tloua biological su~ 

Letters containing perishable non-infwc:tloua biological subltaras sh■II bt subject to the following special plCking 
conditions: Perishable biological subnlncn which contain neithtl: living p■thogtnic micro-organisms nor living 
pathogenic virusn shall bt plCked in en in_. non-porous container with an ouu,r prouictive container ■nd with 
■bsorbent rn■ttrial placed tither in the in_. -iner or ti.-., the 011111r and inner container; this rn■teri■ I 
shall bt of sufflcitnt quantity to ■btofb, In - of bre■k■gt, all the liquid contained, or c:■p■ble of bting formed, 
in the inner container. M-.., the conttnts of the inner • well • of the ouu,r container shall bt plCked in 
such a w■y • to pm,tnt ■ny mo-Mnt. Speci■l provilion, such • drying by freezing end plCking in ice, shall be 
m■de to ensure the prearv■tlon of substaM■s l■lllitive to high ttmper■turtL Air tr■nlffliaion, which entails 
chtnves of ■tmolPheric preaure, rntkes it -v, if the IUbstlncts - plCkai in sealed phials or well-stoppered 
bottles, that t'- containers be strong enough to withstand variations in preaure. The ouu,r container, • well es 
the outer wrapping of the Item, wit be furnished, on the side which bean the tdd- of the l■borltories send­
ing ind rtc:11iving it, with I violet colour9d llbtl with the following tlxt ■nd symbol: 
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Anicte 121 

Make-up. Rldioectiv■ materials . 

Items containing rldioactiv■ ma19rills, whOI■ conten11 and make-up comply with th■ ragulltions of thl 
lntlmltional Atomic Enerw ~ providing IP■Ci■I u■mptions fore■rt1in C119QOriesof Items, shall be admitted 
for conv■vanc:■ by post lllbjec:t to prior cor.nt from th■ comp■tant IUthoritla of th■ country of origin. 

2 Items containing rldioactiv■ l'IIIUlrials lhlll be provided by th■ llt1d■r with I spacial white llb■ I buring the 
words NMatihs l'lldiocti-H (RldiOICtive l'IIIUlrills), which llb■ I shall be officially croald out should th■ pack· 
ing be mumld to the pl- of oripn. Ti- i1aml shall uo bur in addition to the 1111'111 and addrea of the 
send■ r, • rlqUtlSt in bold l■tten for th■ mum of th■ 118ml in th■ - of non-delivery. 

3 The sender shall give his 1111'111 and addrma and th■ contents of th■ item on the inner wrapping. 

4 Administrations may dtsignlte spacial post offices for the posting of itllmS containing radioactive materials. 

Anicle 122 

Make-up. Verlf"ICltion of contents 

Printed pap■rs and llterlltUre for the blind shall be ma up in IUC:h I way thlttheir contents are sufficiently 
protlCtld while p■rmltting quick and ■-y veriflc■tion. Thay shall be placed in I wnpp■ r, on I roller or b■lwettn 
c:ardbolrd, in op■n env■lopes or contlin■rs, in clotld ullalltd -lop■s or containers, but which can be 111ily 
and safely op■nld and l'9cloNd or ti■d with I string which is ■-v to unknot. The ldminiltrltlon of origin shall 
d■termin■ wh■ther .the closing of these i18ffll allows for quick and ■-v v■rif"ic:ation of the contents. Printad 
papers containing books and brochum may be admitted under -led. tn111per■nt wr■pp1r . The ldminiltrltions 
concernld may require the l■lld■r or lddrmM to facilltnl verification of the contents either by opening - of 
the l18ms pickld out by them or in - oth■r lltilflCIOr( manner. 
2 Administrations may IU1horiz■ the doling of bulk-pcJllad printed papers, iauing for thlt pull)Ole I p■rmit 
to 111ers who malt• 1 requen for on■• To be admitted at the printed PIP■fl me, items clotld on these conditions 
shall bar in bold letters on the lddl9ls 1ide, in IO far• 11011ibl■ in th■ top l■ft•hand corn■r, b■neath the s■nder's 
1111'111 and lddrma where these - given, the indication Nlmprimr (Printed papers) or HJmpri"", ru• r«Jui•H 
(Reduc:ed-r11■ prinllld papers), • appropri11■ or th■ equivalent in I language known in the country of dltstina­
tion, and the number of the relevant p■rmit. Ti- indications lhlll constituta proper authority for verification 
of the contents. 

3 Printed papen PGllild in bulk • apeclf"iad in pngraph 2 may, notwithstanding l)ll'lllrlph 1, be insemd in 
clotld plastic wrapping. either tranlp■l"lnt or opaqu■. The lddrma of the lddrmM, set out in the direction of the 
greltelt dim■fllion, the addres of the l■llder and the PQ1t111■ paid imprint precrlbld in anicle 189, may be 
placed under th■ plastic film in IUC:h I way that th■y - perfactly lepbie through the trllllPll'9nt pan■I or panels 
provided for that pull)Ole. The wrapping lhlll include, on th■ addrea lide, 1 sufficiently wide pan on which 
service inltl'Uctions, any l'NIOIIS for non-d■lm,y or, wh.n applicable, the add,_•, n■w lddrea can be wrltt1tn 
by hand, or shown by -- of I label or by any other iw-, • on p■p■r; 1 sufficiently wide part of the 
wrapping on th■ addres side must hlv• the properti■s of paper. Items wreppld In pllltic may 1110 be prepaid by 
.-ns of frankino,machin■ impresions made on 1 •lf-ldMlive llb■ I or, in - indelible -Y, on the actual 
wrapping. 

4 No IP■Cial condltioftl of closing th1II be l'ICIUirld for lffllll packets; itlffll d■signatld • such may be opened 
for v■rific:ation of th■ir contants. ·H-, by analogy with th■ conditions laid down in paragraph 2 for printed 
papers, administrations of origin may restrict the option of closing lffllll packm to itllmS posted in bulk. Anicles 
which would be spoilt if packld according to th■ g■neral Niel Ind iteffll of m■n:handise packad in a transparent 
packing permitting verification of their contanu, shall be admitted in a hermetically -led packing. The same 
shall apply to industrial and v■getable products poallld in a P■Citing •■led by th■ manufacturer or by an examin­
ing authority in th■ country of origin. In th«--. th■ admininntions concernld may r■quire the sender or 
th■ add.-- to ■-ist in ch■cking the contents, ■ither by opaning certain of th■ items indicated by them or in 
som■ other satisfactory menn■r. 
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Article 123 

Items in panel envelopes 

Items in envelopes with I trantplrfflt add,- panel shall be ldmltaible on the following conditions: 
a the panel shall be 1i1uatad on the plain side of the envelope which ii not·provided with the closing flap ; 
b the panel shall be made of such a 1'11111rial and In IUCfl a wsv that the lddtea can be eaily read through it; 
C the panel shall be rec:t119,1lar, iU greawt dimension parellel to the length of the -■lope, IO that the 

add,- of the add- appean in the - direction and the application of the dltHUlmp is not inter­
farwd with; 

d all the edges of the panel shall be precisely stuck down on the inside edges of the opening In the envelope. 
For this purpoa there shall be ., edequa1a IPK8 betMen the side and bottom edges of the envelope and 
those of the panel; 

e the addreae's add,- shall be the only thing visible through the panel or, at the very least, shall stand 
out clearly from any other indications visible through the panel; 

the comants of the item shall be folded in such a way that the add,- remains fully visible through the 
panel even if the contants shift inside the envelope. 

2 Items in envelopes which are wholly tnmpannt. _, If an add,- label is afflxad to them, items in enve-
lopes which have an open panel and items in envelopes with more th-, one p-,el shall not be admitted. 

3 Items in e11W1lopes with a transpannt add,- panel shall be considered • standerdiud items if they con-
form to the conditions laid down in article 20, paragraph 1, a. ii, of the Convention. 

Chapter Ill 

Special provisions applicable to each Cl1ltgOl'V of items 

Article 124 

Latten 

Subject to the provisions relating to stanct.diud l19ml and the packing of items, no conditions shall be laid 
down for the form or closing of lettara. H-, lm9rs in envelopes mutt be rectangUlar to ensure that they 

do not cai• difficulties during their handling. Lettan with the consinency, but not the shape, of posteards 
shall also be pl-i In rec:tangUlar envelopes. The IPK8 on the ~ side ,-ry for the add,-, the postage 

and the •rvice instructions or labels shall be left cornple19ly clar. 

Article 125 

Postcards 

Posu:ards shall be rec:tangUlar and be made of cardboard or of paper stiff enough not to make mail handling 
difficult. They shall not have projecting or railed relief pens. 

2 PosU:ards shall bear on the front the heading --C.. ~" (Postcardl in French or iu equivalent in 
another language. This heading shall not be compulsory for picture l)Ol1Cal'ds. 

3 Postcards shall be sent unencload that II to IIY, without wrapper or envelope. 

4 The right-hand half at INst of the front shall be r---■d for the addrea of the add,-, for prepay-
ment and for arvice instructions or labelL The sander may make ua of the back and of the left-hand half of 
the front. subject to paragraph 5. 
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5 It shall be forbidden to affix or attach urnpiN of merchlndl• or similar articl• to l)Dl1IClrds or to embellish 
them with cloth, embroidery, spangles or similar maurials. Such cards may be Nm only In dOlld envelopes. 
Neverthtlea, illustrations, photOgraphs, sumps of every kind, labels Ind cuttings of every kind, of paper or 
other very thin subltanc:e, • well • add,_ slips or fold-back llhNts may be affixed to them, provided that 
these 1rticl• 11'8 not IUCh a to lhltr the l1ltUl'9 of l)OltCards 111d that they ldhent comple1aly to the Cini Thea 
articl• may be affixed only to the Ila or to the left-hind half of the front of Pl)l1Cll'ds, with the exception 
of address slips, tabs or labels which may oocupy the whole of the front. 

6 Poncards not complying with the regulations for thn Cl1lltlOl'V shall be traffld a letters, except when the 
irregularity derives only from showing the prlplVIM!lt on the Ila. Notwithstanding article 113, paragraph 4, 
IUch cards shall be l'lgll'ded in •II - • unpaid Ind treatad ICCOl'dlngly. 

Article 126 

Printad papers 

Reproductions on paper, cardboard or other llllt8fi1ls commonly utld in printing produced in -•ral 
identical copies by """" of I mechlniCII or photographic Pl'0Cell, involving the UN of • block, mncil or nega, 
tive, may be sent • printed papers. The administration of origin lhlll decide whether the object in question has 
been reproduced on 111 ldmiaible ma18rill and by Ill ldmiaible pl'0Cell; it shall not be bound to admit a printed 
paper any ittml which .,. not ldmlttad • such in the cton..tic Nl'Vice. 

2 Administrations of origin may admit It the prlnud ~ 1'119: 
a lettars and l)CIIIClrds exchlngld ~ pupils of IChaols, provided thlt theN ittml .,. Nnt through the 

principals of the tchools coocemed; 
b cormpondence counes Nnt by lchools ta their pupils and pupils' exerciNI in the original or with corrac• 

tlons but without any nat11 which daN not ,.lltl dinlCtly to the performance of the work; 
c ffllllUICripu of work or for ~; 
·d musical IC0'9I in malllllCript; 
e photocopies; 
f impmsions obtlinld by me- of computer prill18r'L 

3 The ittml mentioned In perllJl'IPh 2 -'1811 Illa be subject to article 122 • regards form Ind mike-up. 

4 Printld papers shall bNr in bold len.n on the lddrwa aide, in so fir • poaible In the top left-hand comer, 
beneath the Nnder's name Ind lddrwa where theN .,. given, the uprmion -1mp,;r,,1- or Nlmpriml • raxe 
rldul•- es appropriltl or their equivalents In I l111g1,11g1 k,- in the country of dNtinltion. 

5 The following may not be Nnt • prln18d papers: 
• documenu produced on 11VP9Writlr of any type; 
b copies obtlinld by means of tracing Ind Illy kind of hlndwrittlll or typewritten copies; 

c copies obtained by 111N111 of fllfflPI with or without movuble type; 
d anicles of stationery proper. bearing reproductions, when it is clearly shown thlt the prlntad pan is not 

the .-ntl1I pan of the ll'ticle; 
e films and sound, or video recordl"111; 
f punched paper tapes and ADP cardl bearing perforations, marks or signs which could constitute annota-

tions. 

6 Several copies obtained by ldmillible pr-. may be Nnt together in I single printed papers item; they 
shall not bear the - Ind add- of different llllden or add-. 
7 Cards bearing the title ~ P«M- (Posu:ardl or the equivalent of this title in any language shall be 
ldmittad It the prln18d paper 1'119, provided thlt they utlsfy the glllllt'II conditions applicable ta printld Pll)ltrs. 

Tho. which do not fulfil a-candltlonslhlll betrN18d •posu:anisorewn• lettan, in application of anicle 125, 
paragraph 6. 
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Artiele 127 

Prinlad papen. Authorized annotations and encl0111m 

The following may be shown on prin111d PIPffl, by eny sw-: 
a the name and addna of the llnder and the add,- with or without showing the title, profeaion and 

style; 
b the pl- and elm of dilpdch of the item; 
c anal or rwgiflntion numben. 

2 In addition to thelt psticulan It shall be permltlad: 
a to deletll, marlc or underline Cll'tlin words or c:ert1in pans of the prin111d tllxt: 
b to comet printing errors. 

3 The additions and comc:tlons specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 shawkl have a diract bearing on the content 
of the reproduction ; they shoukl not be of such a nature• to conni1ut11 a code. 

4 It shall alao be permiaible to show or to add: 
a on order forms, sublcriptlon fonns or offers in ....-i of published works, books, PlfflPhlets, MWll)lllffl, 

engravings, mulical scom: the works and the number of c:opin asked for or offllred, the price of the works 
and not111 giving -ual alements of the price, the mathod of P■Vffllflt. the edition, the names of the 
authors and of the publilhffl, the c:atalogue number and the words "paper-backed". "stiff-blckad" or 
"bound"; 

b on the fonns Ulld by the lending llfYiml of libraries: the titles of the works, the number of copies asked 
for or ant. the names of th■ authors and of the publishers, the catalogue numben, the number of days 
IIIOMd for ruding. the name of the panon wishing to consult the work In QUeltion; 

c on pic:tura l)OltCll'ds, on prin111d visiting cardl and on prin111d c:ards expraaing falic:itations or condolences: 
conventional formula of COUl'tlllY a,cpraaact in five words or five initials at the most; 

d on prinlad llt11rary and artlttic productions: a dedication consisting of I simple conventional tributll; 
e on cuttings from MWIPIIP9l"J and pariodicals: the title, elm, number and add.-.. of the publication from 

which the artic:11 is taken; 
On printing proofs: altamions and additions concerned with the CDmCtion, layout and printing. • well • 
not111 such • ""'-I for piw", "Read - P~ for piw" or any simil• notll conc:arned with the produc­
tion of the work. In c:ae of laclc of IPICI the additions may be made on special sheets; 

g on advims of change of addrws: the okl and the new add.,.. and the elm of the change. 

5 Finally, it shall be permlttlld to enct011: 
• with all printlld papers: a card, -Iopa or wrapper bearing the prln111d addraa of the sender of the item or 

his agent in the country in which the original nan - l)Oltlld. The enclolura may be prepaid for mum by 
me-. of poctage Stlfflpl of the country of destination of the original Item; 

b with litamy or artistic prinlad works: the l'llltive open Invoice, raduced to its -ti■I elements togather 
with copies of the invoice, depolit not11 or intllfflltional or inumll money order forms of the country of 
destination of the itlm on which It shall be permialble, aftllr agrllffllllt betWNn the administrations con­
cerned, to show by any me.. whltlftr the amount to be depolltlld or paid and the particuim of the 
postal giro -,nt or the add.,.. of the payw of the order; 

c with fashion papen: cut-out l)lttlml forming. according to the indlc:ations appearing on them, an integral 
part of tha copy of the paper with which they are llflt. 

Article 128 

Printad papen in the form of cards 

1 Prinlad papen of the form, c:oneilt■IICV and size of a pon:ard may be sent unenclosed. 

2 The right-hand half at leat of the front of printlld papen 11nt • cards, Including picture posu:ards benefit• 
ing from the reduced charge, shall bl rearved for the add.,.. of the add,-, for prepayment and for service 
lnmuc:tlons or labelL 

3 Printad papen •m • cards not complying with the regulations in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be treated as 
lffllrs, except when the irr■vularitY derives only from showing the prwp■yment on the back. Notwithstanding 
article 113, paragraph 4, such itllffll shall be r9glf'dad in all c:aes a llnpaid and trll1lld accordingly. 
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Article 129 

Literature for the bllnd 

Letters baring writing Ulld by the blind pon.d u....ild and pla1al buring 1hl chll'ICla11 of writing UNd by the 
blind may be •nt a literature for the blind. Thi ..,. lhlll apply to sound records and to the special paper 
intended solely for the 1111 of the bllnd, provided that they are llllt by or addreald to an officially rec:ovnizld 
iMtitute for the blind. 

Article 130 

Small packets 

Small packets shall bear in bold llttlrl on the address side, in 10 far a poaible in the tot> left-hand comer, 
if applicable beneath the lllldlr's name and address, Indication of which on the ouulde of the item shall be 
obligatory, the expression #,writ ,-,wt" (small packet) or its equivalent in a language known in the country 
of datinltion. 

2 It shall bl permittld to encloll therein ., open invoic:I reduced to its -till elemln1s and to show 
on the ouuide or on ~ inside of hams and, in the latter cae, on the article italf or on a special sheet. the 
addrea of the llndlr and the ~ with the indications in ut1 in commercial traffic, a manufacturer's or 
tradl mark, a reference to COff,olp()lidlllCI uchangld blWI the llndlr and the add..-, a short note referring 
to the manufacturer and to the PfflOII supplying the goods or conc:eming the penon for whom they are intlndld, 

. u well u lllrial or regiltrltion numbm, prlc:al and ■nv other now giving~• ellll'lllltl of 1hl prices, partic­
ulan relating to the W9ight. volume and size, the qu.rtity avalllble and· such particulm u are nec:eswv to 
determine the source and the ch.-.c,ar of the goods. 

3 It shall alto be permitted to encloa ttweln any other docuffllnt not having the chal'IC18r of current and 
l)fflOn■ I correspoodetlCI, provided that hs add,- and llndlr - thole of the small packet. Thi administration 
of origin shall dlcidl whllhlr the document or documlnts enclolld fulfil ~ conditions. Thi - shall apply 
to the enclOIUre in small packets of gramophone records, f.lPIS and wires "'1lthlr or not blaring a sound or video 
recording, ADP (IUtofflltic data prOCllling) cards, ffllllllltic f.lPIS or similar means • well a OSL cards. 

Section II 

Registered items and insured !attars 

Chapter I 

Registered items 

Article 131 

Registered items 

Regiflltred itaml shall bear cllarly and in bold lettars 1hl heeding NR«:OtrlfflMIIN" (Registered) , ■ccom· 
panild, if necea.y, by a similar Indication in the language of the country of origin. 
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2 Ai!art from the elCCll)tlons below, no spacql condition • to form, closing or method of add,- shall be 
pmcribed for registarwd ltll'III. 

3 I t9fflS bearing ■n ■ddr-. writtan in pencil or CClfflPC)l9d of initl■ls shall not be admitted for registration. 
HOMVer, the ■ddrea of ltams other than thoee which ■re sent In 111 -'ope with • trlnsP■ rwnt ~I may 
be written in copying-Ink pencil. 

4 ' Registar9d itams lh■ll bar ■ label in the form of the IIVIIXed specimen C 4, which must ■dherl properly. 

5 Admlnistrltion1 which find it impoalble to produce labels in the form of that tpeeimen on which the 
indic■ti0111 - print8d in full shall be permittlld 1D UII framed labels with the dlmension1 ·at the C 4 tpeeimen 
in which only the lett9I' R h■I been printad 111d on which the other indlc:ations in ■ocord■nce with that tpeeimen 
have been added in • sharp, c:le■r 111d indelible form by any.,,_~- Administrations wh011 internal 
regulations It p,uent forbid the 1111 of C 4 labels shall ■Isa be permitlad 1D postpOnl the introduction of this 
measure and 1D distinguish 1'9gistarwd itams by the 1111 of a stamp clurly reproducing the particul■n on the 
C4 label. 

6 The label or stamp, 111d the heeding -~-IRegistar9cjl. shall be pl-=-d on the ■ddrea side, in 
so far • poaible in the top Im-hand comer, benNth the Nndlr'a name ll'ld ■ddrwa whent tt.. - given, or, in 
the c:ae of itama in the form of cards, ■bowe the ■ddrea in IUCh ■ way• not 1D lffKt ltl legibility. In the cae of 
the special nigistarwd bags mentioned In ■rticle 24, paragraph 1, p, column 3, i, of the eanv.ition, the C 4 label 
shall be affixed property to the add,- labels supplied by the llnder. 

7 Administntlona which have ■doptld In their inl9fflll lel'Yice the svsum of fflldl■nlcal ■cclPIMhOI of 
registered Items may, instnd of using the C 4 label, print dlrKtly Gn tt.. Items, on the add,- side, the sane 
Nl'Yio■ indic■tion1 • ■ppNI° on the ■fonaid ·label or, if applicable, affix in the - pl&e the m■chin.printad 
strip with the - indications. 

8 With the a,thorlz■tion of the administration of origin, ...-s may 1111 for their registered itams -•lopes, 
bearing. in the pl- pnwlded for affixing the C 4 llbel, 1 prepri11111d facsimile of that label, the dimensions of 
which may not be lea than thoa of the C 4 label. If need be, the ..,.i■I number may be indic■tad therein by ll'IY 
procea whatsoever, • long • It is lddld In sharp, clem' ll'ld indellble form. A facsimile of the C 4 llbel may ■Isa 
be printad on ■ddrna labels or di...ct onto the contant1 of ltlml dlapau:hed In enwelopa with 'tnnlParWffl ~la. 
• long • such facsimile is p1-i in ■II - It the left-hand aide of the s-iel. 

9 No •rial number shall be plsad on the front of rwgistared Items by the intarmldi■ta administrations. 

10 Any adhesive tll)II Uted 1D cloee registered Items lh■ll bear the name, mark, ltlfflP or signnure of the 
sender. 

Chapter II 

Insured letten 

Article 132 

MlkH.lp of insurwd lettara 

I naurwd lettan shall fulfil the following condltion11D be ■dmlttad 1D the post: 
• they must be •lied, either by idlntlc■I WIX INla, or by lead -■la, or by another effective means, with a 

spacial uniform deoign or martc of the....,: 
b the -.Iopa or the packing must be strong and shall permit the -■la to adhere or to be atUchtd com• 

pletely, • the cat may be; the enwelope must be made in one piece; the u• of -•lopes or packing which 
■re wholly tr■l,IPll"lflt or which have ■ trll'lll)ll'lnt panel, lh■ll be prohibitad; 
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c the makHip shall be such that the contents cannot be umpered with without obvious damage to the 
envelope, the packing or the ••lls; 

d the seals, the postage mmps repn11entlng the prepaid postage, and the postal service and other official 
service labels shall be spaced out10 that they cannot - to hide damage to the envelope or to the packing; 
the postage mmps and the labels shall not be folded over the two sides of the envelope or the packing 10 11 

to cover an edgl. It shall be forilidden to affix to i111Ured Im.rs labels other than those relating either to 
the postal 11rvice or to official servicn whoN i""'""1:ion may be required under the national legislation of 
the country of origin; 

e if they are tied with string and -■led • dacribed in a, the string Itself need not be sealed. 

2 l1111.1red lettan which have the uurior appeer■ICII of a box must fulfil the following additional conditions: 
a they shall be of wood, metal or plastic and sufficiently strong; 
b the -us of wooden box• lhall have a minimum thick,- of 8 millimetres; 
c the top and bottom shall be covered with whita paper to take the addrea of the add..-, the declaration 

of the i1111.1red value and the impreaion of the official ltlfflPI; they shall be sealed on the four sides in the 
manner described in paragraph 1, a; if required for i1111.1ring inviolability, the boxes shall be tied round 
crouwise with strong string without knots, the two ends being joined under a wax MIi bearing a special 
uniform design or mark of the sendlr. 

3 
I 

b 

In addition, the following provisions shall apply: 
the prepaid ponage may be dtnot9d by an Indication showing that the postage ha been paid In full, for 
example: "Tax• perpieN (Charga colltcl9d); this indication shall appear in the top right-hand pen of the 
addrea side and be IU1hentica19d by an impreaion of the datHtlmp of the office which pnipaid the itllffl 
or made up the postage on it; 
items addreaed to initials or the addras of which is shown in pencil and those which h- 1r1111res or 
corrections in their addrea shall not be ldmitl8d; such items which h- been wrongly ldmitl8d shall be 
retumad to the office of origin. 

Article 133 

Insured letters. lmured value 

1 Th• insured value shalf be expnaM! in the curnnc:y of the country of origin and written by the •nder or 
his repreNntative ■bowl the addrea of the itam in words with romen lettering Ind in arlbic figures, without 
erasure or 1lt11retion, nen if certified; the amount of the i111Ured value shall not be written in pencil or indelible 

pencil. 

2 The amount of the l11&1red value lh■II be c:onvert■d Into gold fr■ncs by the •nder or by the office of origin. 

The result of the conversion, rounded up where appropliata to the neantst franc, shall be shown in figures at the 
side of or below th011 repnNnting the value in the currwncy of the country of origin; the amount In gold francs 
shall be boldly underlined in coloured pencil. Conversion shall not be carried out in direct 11rvie11 be~ coun­
tries which have a common currency. 

3 When circumstanc:81 of any kind or statam1nu made by the intanstad parties bring to light • fraudulent 
i1111.1,- for a value grfflltr than the ■:ti.Ill value enc:IOled in a lettar, the administration of origin shall be advised 
promptly, with any doc:umenu in support of the investigltlon. If the llttllr has not yet been delivered to the 
add,_, tht ldminiltnt:oo of origin may Ilk for IU return. 
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Article 134 

Insured lett11n. Functions of the office of origin 

Once the office of origin ha -s,tad 111 insured !mar• aligible, It shall: 
a affix a pinli: label In the form of the 111nexad specimen VD 2 and beirlng in roman letten the letter V, the 

name of the office of origin and the anal number of the item. It shall mark the exact -ight in grammes on 
the item. The VD 2 label and the Indication of the -ight lhall be pla0ld on the addrea side and, in 10 fir 
• poaible, in the top left-hind comer, benNth the llnder's name Ind addrea where ti.. 1n1 given. 
Administrations may~ replace the VD 2 lllbel by the C 4 label pra:ribed in article 131, paragraph 4, 
and a small pink label bearing in bold letten the words "V.-ur tJ«:wN• (Insured); 

b add to tha add.,.. side a stamp imp.,..ion showing the office and date of posting. 

Chapter Ill 

Advice of delivery and delivery to the addreaee in person 

Article 135 

Advice of delivery 

Items for which the ander rwquau 111 advice of delivery shall bear in bold llttllra on the lddrea side the 
indication •Am de ,w;aprion• (Advice of delivery) or the ltll'IIP impression "A.R." . The tender shall give his 
name and lddreis in roman lettan on the OU1lide of the item. The latter indlcltion, when it IPPNf1 on the 
addrea side, shall be pi-cl in the toP left-hind comer. This position thall • far • poaible also be IAigned to 
tha indication •Am • --,,r1on• (Advice of delivery) or namp impression "A.R.", which may be loc:md 
beneath the llnder'1 name Ind addrea wherw u- .,. given. 

2 The Items mentioned in pa-agraph 1 lhall be -,ipanild by a light red form, of the c:on1istencY of a 
1)0111:ard, conforming to the ennexed specimen C 6. The •nder shall enter his name and addrea in roman latten 
on the front of the form, utlng me.. other than ordinary pencil, Ind particulan relating to the item and the 
~ on the back, • indlcl1ad by the form's layout. The front of the form 1hall be comple1ad by the office 
of origin or by 1f1Y other office appoln111d by the dilpatching adminiltmion and be ..:urely 1ttlehtd to the 
item; if the form does not reach the office of destination that office shall Ml1Dffll1ic:ally make out , ,_ advice 
of delivery. 

3 In calculating the postage on an advice of delivery Item, including where applicable calculation of the 
air surchwge, the -ight of the form C 6 shall be taken into ICCCIUnt. The advice of delivery charve shall be 
repi-n111d on the item with the other c:harves. 
4 The office of destlllltion lhall mum the C 5 form, duly comple1ad, to the lddrea shown by the Nnder; 
this form thall be Nnt • cMcouvert and pan frN by the quickett routll (air or surf-). 

5 At the tender's reciuat. an advice of delivery which his not been mumed within a normel time shall be 
the subject of an inquiry made free of charge on form C 9 pnwided for in article 147. A dupliclu of the advice 
of delivery, beering on the front in bold Iman the word. "Dupllca,a• (Duplicate) , shall be lttlChed to the 
C 9 inquiry form. The latter shall be dealt with in accordance with article 147. The C 5 form shall remain ffllChed 
to the Inquiry form C 9, unletl 1he Item hM been duly delivered, in which cae the office of destination shall 
detach this form in order to mum it• prn:ribad in pengraph 4 lbove. 
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Article 136 

Delivery to the add..- in penon 

R1giflered itllffll and imured letters for delivery to the add,- in penoo shall bNr in bold Imm the words 
NA rwmerrn, en main p,,,,,,.N (For delivery to the~ in penoo) or the equivalent in a language known in 
the country of destination. This Indication shall appem- on the lddl'III side and, in so fir • paalble, in the top 

left-hand comer, beneath the llndlr's 1111'111 and lddrea whel-. theee - gmn. 

Section Ill 

Operations on departure and arrival 

Chapter I 

Article 137 

Application of the dl1e-stamp 

l The imprint of • dltHtlfflP showing. in roman lettlm, the 1111'111 of the office rlllPOlllibll for -Hing and 
the date of that Ol)lrltion shall be applied to the lddl'III side of lffllr-l)Olt items. Equivalent particulars in the 
charecters of the country of origin may be addld. 

2 The application of the dllHtamP pmcribed in paragraph l shall not be compulsory: 
a for itams franked by muns of imprellions of pmtal franking machines if the n■me of the pl.» of origin 

and the dm of posting appear on theee lmprwaions; 
b for items franked by 1111- of imprwaions obtained by I printing Pl'III or by any other printing or ltllmP-

ing procna; 
c for unrwgistend reducld ma items, provided that the pl- of origin i1 shown on thew items; 
d for ietter1)0lt Items r911ting to the poml ll!'Vice a llsad in article 15 of the Conwntion. 

3 All ponage namps valid for pnpayment shall be -lied. 

4 Unlea administrations have pl'NCl'ibed -i11t1on by 1111- of I special ltlfflP impreaion, ponage stlfflPS 
left uncancelled thl"OUQh error or omission in the ll!'Vice of origin shall be: 
a struck thrl)Uljl with I thick line in ink or in indelible pencil by the office which del8CU the irngul■rity, or 
b cancelled, by that - office, using the edgl of the dltHtlfflP In IUch I way that the 1111"111 of the post 

office is not id■ntlfiable. 

5 Mi111nt hims, except for urngiltel'ld reduced ma Items, shall be imp,9a8d with the datHtamp of the 
office which they have ruched in error. This shall apply to both statian■,v offices, and, • far • poaible, tnvel• 
ling post offices. The imprellion shall be n-.cle on the back of th■ 11111111 in the cae of Iman and on the front in 
the c.e of poncards. 

6 The namping of Items posted on ships shall be the rnponsibilitV of the Pl)ltll official or the officer on 
board charged with the duty, or, failing th011, with the post office It the port of call ■t which these items are 
handed over. In that cw, the office lhall impl'III the corr11po11dance with iu dltHtamP and add the word 
HNavi,.N, NP.qwoot" or any other similar note. 

7 The office of danilllltion shall apply to the back of each imur9d Iffier ■n impression of its mmp showing 
· the dm of rwceipt. 
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Items for mcprwa delivery shall be pnwided with either especial bright red printad label or a stamp imp,-ion in 
the 1111111 colour bearing the word "Ex,,,._" CExsnal in bold lenlrs. In the abNnce of a label or a sump impres­
sion, the word "Ex,,,._,, CExprm) shall be wrlttan in very bold capital lettltrs, In red ink ·or red pencil. The 
"Ex,,,._" CExprea) label, imp'911ion or Indication shall be placed on the add,_ side, in 10 fir • poaible in the 
top left-hand comer, beneath the sender's._ .-id addrwa when u-.,. given. 

Article 139 

Ul'll)lid or underpaid itfflll 

1 When the administration of origin undlrtlkes to Pl'9PIY automatically unpaid lt11ms or make up auto­
matically the postage on underpaid ltllffll in order to collect the miaing -,m from the sender afterwards, the 
postage or the remainder of the l)Oltllgt may be denoted: 

either by one of the methods of prepayment laid down in article 28, paragraph 1, of the Convention, 
or by an indication showing that the l)Oltllgt his been paid in full, for example: "Tue /IMP#" CCharve 
collKtlldl. 

This indication shall 1PP11r In the top right-hand pert of the addms side .-id be authentlc:ltlld by 1n imp,-ion 
of the dltl-ltlmP of the offlc:I which prepaid the ltam or made up the P0ltllll on it. 

2 Items on which the special charga l1iddown in 1nlcll 24, paragraph 1, h, of the Convention istobe colllCtld 
in accordlnoe with article 30, paragraph 2, either from the ~ or, in the caa of undeliverable items, from 
the sender, shall be marked with the T stamp Cl)Oltllgt duel in the middle of the upper pan of the front; beside 
the impmsion of this sump the administration of origin shall writll very legibly in the c:umincy of Its country the 
amoum of the undlr1>1Y1111nt. .-id under I friction line, that of its charge valid for the fim weight ltlP for 
lemrs dispatched by sumce mail. 

3 In the ca. of reforwlrding or ratum, applying the T ltlfflP and giving in accordance with paragraph 2, the 
amounts in the form of I friction shall be the mponslbility of the rwforwlrding administration. The - shall 
apply in the cae of iums originating in countries which apply redumd charges in the 181'Vice with the reforward­
ing administration. In such I cae, the fraction shall be established according to the charges laid down in the 
Convention and valid in the country of origin of the itam. 

4 The delivering administration shall mark the itlffl with the charge to be colllCtld. It shall deurmine this 
charga by multiplying thlfr1Ction1'91Ultingfrom the data 1111ntionlcl in paragraph 2 by the amount. in its national 
currency, of the charge applied in the int11matiqnal 181'Vic:e to the fim weight mp for latt11n dispau:hld by surf­
mail. To this c:harVe, it shall add the h.-idling chlf'III precribed in article 24, pwagraph 1, h, of the Convention. 

5 Every itlffl not bearing the T stamp lmp1'911ion shall be considered • duly prepaid Ind treated accordingly. 

6 If the fraction laid down in paragraph 2 h• not bean ._.. beside the T stamp by the administration of 
origin or the reforwlrding administration in the ca. of non-delivery, the administration of destination may 
deliVlt' the underpaid it11m without collecting , CNll'lll-
7 P01t1111 ltlfflPI .-id l)Oltll frlnkinll lmp1'911ions not valid for Pl'IPIYffllnt of pomge shall not be taken into 
1CCOUnt. In that -• the figure nought COi shall be pi-cl beside such ponage stampa or lmpreaions, which shall 
be marked around in pencil. 
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Article 140 

Ratum of pan A of franking not9L Recovery of c:hargls and ta. 

After delivery to the ldd,-of111 ltemfordelivtryfrleof chwgas and 1-, the office which has ldvlllCld 
the CUl10ffll or other chw9II on blhllf of the lll1dll' shall cornple1a, so fir • It 11 c:oncamad, with the use of 
carbon paper, the dslalla ~ng on the bide of pans A 111d B of the frlllklng not9. It shall -.cl part A, 
accompanied by the supporting vouchln, to the office of origin of the ham;~ shall be ant in a closad enve­
lope, without Indication of the con19ntl. Part B shall be retained by the adminiatrltion of deatination of the 11am 
tor attllffllnt with the dlbtor adminiatrltion. 

2 H-ar, any administration may arr111111 for part A of franking 110181 on which c:hargls hM been levied 

to be murned by apecially appoimad offices 111d l9qUeSt 1hat this pan be forwarded to a specified office. 

3 The name of tha office to which pan A of tha frlllklng 110181 .,. to be murned shall be tntared in fNetY 
caN on the front of this part by tha office diapnching the ltam. 

4 When an itam bearing the words #Fl'IIIIC • •• •t • droits" (Fr• of challltl and 1-1 raachea the service 
of destination without a franking IIOIII, the office r~lliblt for CUltOml cltarance shall prep.- a duplicata note; 
on Plr1I A and B of this notl i1 shall show tha name of tha country of origin and, • far • l)Olliblt, the dau of 
posting of the itam. 

5 When the franking nota is lost after delivery of III ham, a duplic:ata shall be praperad under the - con-
di11ona. 

6 Pans A 111d B of tha franking nota ralating to mt1111 which for any 1U1on art murned to origin shall be 
CIIICllled by the administration of destination. 

7 On rectipt of part A of a franking ncne showing tha challltS paid out by the ll!'Vic:e of destination, the 

administration of origin shall conwert the amount of thoa charvea into iu own curnncy at a rata which shall not 
be higher th111 the rm fixed for the i1alt of postal money ordtn imandad for the country coucarned. Tht r1111.1lt 
of the =-sion shall be shown in the body of the form 111d on tha coupon at the aide. Af1ar -.ring the 
anoum of the charga. ~ office appointad for 1hat purix- shall hllld to the ttndtr the coupon from the note 
111d any aupponing vouchen. 

Article 141 

RediNCtad ltama 

ltama ldd...-1 to ldd,_ who '- changed their tddras shall be conalderad n lddraswd dil9Ct from 

the pi.» of origin to the plse of - dtltlriatlon. 

2 Any illlUred ltttar the ~ of which ha left for IIIOthtr coumry may be redlNCtad If that country 
opar1t111 the service in iu ralationl with the country of the first destination. If it dots not. the item shall be sent 
blCk forthwith to the administration of origin for mum to the lllldll'. 

3 lttma unpaid or undtrpaid for their first tnnlffliaion shall bt IUbjlCt to the charge which would have been 
applied to them if they had been addnad dil'ICt from the point of origin to the pl- of the - destination. 

4 lttma proparty p,apeld for their first trananillion, but on which the lddltlonal charge for tht further trans• 
million ha not bNn peld before their rtdlrtetion, lhall be IUbject. In accordance with articles 24, peragraph 1, h, 
and 30, paragraph 2, of the Convwltion, to a CNl'gt rtpl'8Nnting the dlfferanc:e ~ the postag1 alraady paid 
and that which would hwe been c:hll1lld If the itama had been dlapatehad originally to their - destination. To 
this charge shall be added the handling c:lwgl. If rtforwerded by air, the itlml for their further tra111miDion, shall 
be in addi1ion, subject to the air aurdllrge, combined charge or special fN pracribed in article 76, paragraph 3 . 

6 ltama originally for an adclras within a country shall not be rediNCtad to another coumry unlea they 
satisfy the condition for the further canveyanoe. 
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6 Items having originally circularad frwe of postal chargn within , country shell be subject, iii 1CCOrdlnce 
with articl• 24, peragraph1,h, and 30, l)lrlgl'8Phs 1 end 2, of the CollVllltion, to the ponage charge which would 
hive been payable lf th- it9ffll had been addre-i direct from the pl- of origin to the pl- of the ,_ desti• 
nation. To this ch1rge shill be added the handling charge. 

7 On redirection, the refo,warding office shell apply Its date-stamp to the front of items In the form of cards 
Ind on the beck of Ill other Cl1ag(lrits of itlfflL 

8 Items, unregistartd or registered, which ,,. returned to sandtn for completion or correction of the add11111 
shall not be considered a redirwa.d items on reposting; they shall be trNtlid a,_ cormponde11011 and conw­
quently become liable to I new.charge. 

9 The customs duty Ind other f- of which it h• not been JIC)lliblt to secure CIIIClllation on redinic:tion or 
on return to origin (article 1431, shall be colltctlld COD from the administration of the new destination. In that 
c:ae, the administration of the original destination shall attach to the Item an expllnltory nota and I COD money 
order (R 3, R 6 or R 8 forms of the Cllh-on-Dtlivary ~nt). If there is no cash-on-delivery service~ 
the administrations COiiCII ,led, the chargn in question shill be recovered by comspondance. 

10 If the attempt to delivll' In txl)l'98 item It the pi.» of add.-- by I special fflllNnglr ha failed, the 
reforwarding office shall strike through th1 lllbll or the indication HE,c,,,.H (Exl)l'98) with two thick horizontal 
lines. 

Article 142 

Collactive redirection of ltttar-pon itlml 

Unregistared iteml to be redlrecu.d to the llffll penon It 1 ,_ add,- may be enclosed in special 1111ft­

lopes in the form of the 111nexed specimen C 8 supplild by ldministnttions Ind on which -only the n11111 end 
the new add,- of the add,- shall be writtan. M-r, when the number of items to be collectively refor• 
warded justifies it, a beg may be uaed. In this C1N the deUll1 ,-quired shall be entared on I special label pro­
vided by the ldministrltion and printad, generally, on the· l)lttam of the C 8 envelope. 

2 Neither itll'nl to be submlttad to c:ustoms control nor iteml of which the shape, volume and -ight may 
CIUII turing shall be IIICIONCI in ~ IIIVllopes or bigs. 

3 The envelope or beg shall be prwantad open It the redirecting offa to enable that office to collect. If 
neceaary, the additional chlrgts to which the itllllll It contains may be IUbjact or to mark on the itams the 
charge to be colltctlld on arrival when the additional charge h• not been paid. Attar checking it. the forwarding 
office shall cl01e the envelope or beg and apply to the envelope or label, whera -v, the T stamp indicating 
that charges are to be colltctad for all or IClffll of the ltlms included in the envelope or beg. 

4 On arrival It its destination, the envelope or beg may be opened Ind Its contants checked by the dtlivll'ing 
office which shall collect. whlrt -v, the unpaid additional charga. Ti. handling charge provided for in 
article 24, paragraph 1, h, of the Convention shall be colltcllld only 011011 for all itams intertld in the _elopes or 
begs. 

5 Unregistartd iUm1 add...-d either to sallon Ind pamngers lboard the.same ship, or to PlflQns travelling 
• a party, may also be trNtlid • provided for in paragraphs 1 to 4 . In that c:ae, the -elopes or beg labels shall 
bear the lddl'IIII of the ship or of the shipping or travel agency, n:, to which the envelopes or bags shell be 
delivered. 

Article 143 

Undeliverable itll'nl 

Before returning to the administrltion of origin itams which for any l'NIOII have not been delivered, the 
office of destination shall show clearly and concisely, in French, a fir a JIC)llible on the front of these items, 
the reason for non-delivery, In the followino form: "lnconnu" (not knownl. ,,,..,,_,, (refultdl. H., w,,,_ .. 
(travelling), .. ,,.n/ .. (gone away), .. non TKIMM .. (not claiiTllldl, "dlcldr ldeceawdl , etc. As l'IIIJlrdS poncards 
and printad papen in the form of cards the reaon for non-delivery shall be shown on the right-hand half of the 
front. 
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2 This information shell be shown by the application of I n.np or by affixing I label. Each administration 
m■v add the trlnllltion, in Its own language, of the ,_, for non-delivery and other appropriate particulars. 
In the •rvice with administrations which "- 10 ■gnl9d the indications may be made in I single ■grNd language. 
M■nutcript 110181 regarding the non-delivery m■de by officials or by post offices may 1110 be r9911rdad • sufficient 
in that c:a.. 

3 The office of daltination shall strike out the ■ddrw partiaulars with which it is COIICffllld while leaving 
them legible Ind write NRftOUr" (Retuml on the front of the i19m beside the name of the office of origin. It 
shall 1110 apply its dltHtamp on the back of let19n .-id on the front of 1)0111:11'ds. 

4 Undeliverable ittna shall be returned to the office of exchlnge of the country of origin, either individually 
or in I special bundle labelled "Em,m non ditnrl~• (Undlllverable itlmll, 111 If they - i1em1 lddl'lllld 
to that country. Undeliverable Ind unregistlr9d Items which bur ldlqulU mum details shall be returned direct 
to the •ndtr. 

5 Undeliverable internal i1911'1S which have to be sent lbl'Old to be returned to the Nndlrs shall be dNlt with 
in ICC0rdlnce with ■rtiele 141. The llffll shall apply to in19mltional COITIIIPOOdence when the Nndlr ha moved 
to another country. 

6 Items for third persons, lddl'lllld care of diplomatic .-id conaii■r .rvices and returned by them to the 
post office • unclaimed, • well • i19ml for individuals, addl'lllld to hotels, lodgings or agenc:ils of air or marl· 
time companies Ind returned to the post office becaull they cannot be dtllvlt'ld to the add_., shall be 
treated • undeliverable i1em1. In 110 c:a. shall they be cansidtNd 111 ,_ i1911'11 subject to peyment of IJOltlOI. 

7 Insured letters which haWI not bNn dtlivlt'ld shall bl tent back 111100n 111 poalble, Ind at the 11181t within 
the period fixed by article 35 of the Convention; U-119ml shall bl llltl!red on the VD 3 list and included in the 
packet, -■lope or big llblllld •v.i.un GIie,._" (Insured •itemal. 

Article 144 

Withdrawal from the post. Alteretion of ■ddrea 

Every reqUllt for withdl'IWII of Items tn,m the post or for alteration of address shall entail completion by 
the sender' of I fotTn conforming to the ■nnMld specimen C 7; one form may bl UNd for_,., items posted at 
the same time at the 11me office by the llffll llnder to the addrea of the - add..-. In h.-iding in this 
request at the post office the llnder shall pron his identity .-id produce the certificate of posting. if any. After 
the proof of identity, for which the administration of the country of origin shall aaume f111P0'11ibiiitv, the pro­
cedure shall be II follows: 
a If the request is to be sent by post, the form, accompanied If poalblt, by I perfect facsimile of the envelope 

or of the ■ddma of the item, shall bl sent direct to the office of destination, under registered cover and by 
the quickest route lair or surf-l; 

b if the reqUtst is to be made by telegraph, th• form shall be ha'ldld over to the telegraph service which shall 
be in11J'Ucud to trammlt Its ,.rma to th• pmi offa of deotlnetlon. 

2 Any request for ■Iteration of ■ddrea conc■ming ■n insured letter made by telegraph shall be confitTned by 
post. by the first mail, 111 ~Ibid in paregreph 1, a; the C 7 form shall then bear at the head, in bold letters, 
the 110111 "Canfirm■don de I■ d■tn■nde ""'1rtPhique du -~ • !Confirmation of the telegraph request d1Uld ... ) ; 
pending this confirmation the offlCI of destination shall merely retain the item. H-■r , the administration of 
destination may, on its own responsibility, act on the telegraphic requat without waiting for confirmation by 
post. 

3 On remipt of the C 7 form or of the televram •nt illltlad, the office of destination shall search for the 
item in question a.Id take the -rv action. 
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4 The action taken by the office of destination on every raquest for withdrawal from the post or alteration 
of the address shall be communic:auld irnmadiately to the office of origin by the quickest route (air or surface) . 
by means of the reply portion of the C 7 form, which shall be automatically prepared if the requast hu blen 
made by telegraph. The office of origin shall inform the applicant. The same shall apply in the following circum­
stances: 

fruitless searches; 
items already delivered to the addrtaN; 
request by telegraphic meens not sufficiently explicit to permit the item to be identified with certaintY; 
item confilCBted, destroyed or •i:r.d. 

If the •nder of a request 1111t by telegraphic means. hu asked to be notified by telegram, the reply shall be 

sent by this nwans to the office of origin, which shall inform the applicant • quickly • possible. 

5 Any administration may ult through notification of the International Buruu, for requests concerning it 
to be exchanged through its central administration or through a specially appointed office; this notification shall 
include the name of this office. 

6 If requests are exchanged through the central administrations, a copy of the request may, in an emergency, 
be sent d irect to the office of origin by the office of destination. Raquests 1111t direct shall be acted on in that the 
items concerned shall be withheld from dalivery until the arrival of the request from the central administration. · 

7 AdministratiON which exen:ite the option allow9d by pMagraph 5 shall bear the charges which may result 
from the transmiuion in their internal service by post or telegraph of the communications to be exchanged with 
the office of destination. Recoune to te19111'aphic means lhall be compulsory when the sander ha himself used 
this means and the office of destination cannot be ldviled in time by post. 

Article 145 

Withdrawal from the post. Alteration of address. Items l)Ostild in a country other 
than that which l'IICliv■s the request 

Any office which l'IIClives a request for withdrawal from the post or alteration of address, made in accor­
dance with article 33, paragraph 3, of the Convention, shall verify the identity of the sender of the item. It shall 
send the C 7 form to the office of origin or destination of the item. It shall ■-rtain, in particular, that the 
address of the sender IPPAR clearly in the place providtd for this purpose on the C 7 form, so as to be able at 
the right time, to inform the sender how his request - dealt with, or retU.m to him the item which is the sub­
ject of withdrawal, • the cae may be. 

2 If the withdrawal concerns a registered item or an insured letter, the certificate of posting must be produced 
by the sender but shall not be lttllched to the C 7 form; the latter shall bear the notation: " Vu rk4pim de dlp6t 
No ... delim /11 __ pr /11 bu,_, de·- N (Seen, certificate of posting No ... issued on ... by the office of ... ). The 

certificate of posting shall bear the following notation: No.m.ndtl de f'fflait (ou de modificarion d'ad,._J 
dlPQl/ltl /11 ••• w bu'911U de .•. N (Request for withdrawal from the post [ or for alteration of address) made on ... at 
the office of ... ). This note shall be accompanied by an impression of the date-stamp of the office receiving the 
req&MSt. 

3 Any telegraphic request made under the conditions laid down in paragraph 1 shall be sent d irect to the 
office of destination of the item. If, however, it refers to a r119istered Item or an insured letter, a C 7 form accom­
panied if possible by the l'IICliPt of posting and clearly marked NDrnilnde ~iqUtl dlfJO#tl ,~ ... w bun,.u 
dtl ... N (Telegraphic request made on ••. at the office of ,M) shall. in addition, be •nt to the office of origin of the 
item. After verifying the details, the offict of origin shall write at the top of the C 7 form, in coloured pencil, the 
note -eanfi,,,,.rion de t. "-* .,..,,,,iqw du.MN (Confirmation of the telegraphic request of .•. ) and shall 
send it to the office of destination. The office of destination shall hold the registered item, or the insured lener 
until l'IIClipt of this confirmation. 

4 So that it can inform the •nder, the office of destination of the item shall infOffll the office which receives 
the request how .it hu blen da1lt with. H-er, when a registered item or an insured letter is concerned. this 
information shall pas through the office of origin of the Item. In the cae of withdrawal, the withdrawn item 
shall be attached to this information. 

5 Article 144 shall apply, by analogy, to the office which .receives the request and to its administration. 
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Article 146 

lnquirin. Unrevistered itams 

Every inquiry about an unregimred item shall involve the prwparation of I form conforming to the 1nn11xad 
specimen C 8 which shall be aa:ompanied, • far • poaible, by • f-imile of the lddras of the item on • small 
sheet of thin paper. The inquiry form shall be completed with 111 the details called for and very legibly. preferably 
in roman capital llttffl and arlbic flgurn. Whenever ~le this form shall bl c:ompietwd by tvs-wri1er. 
2 The office which l'Kfflft the inquiry shall llltDfflltic1Uy forward the form dil'ICt, preferably by 1'9gistered 
mail and by the quicknt routt lair or surtKel, without 1 -ing letter and in 1n ll'lftlope, to the cornp1pooding 
office. The latter, after obtaining the~ information from the addr- or the lll'ldar, • the c:ae may be, 
shall llltOfflllticllly return the form, preferably by registered mail and in an envelope, by the quicket route lair 
or surf-I to the office which preparad it. 

3 If the inquiry is acknowledged to be justified the latter office shall forward the form to its central admin-
istration for further investigation. 

4 A single form may be ulld for --■ I itlml posted It the llffll time by the - sender to the addrflS of 
the same add,-. 

5 Any administration ffllV Ilk through notification of the lnttrnational Bureau for inquiries c:oncaming its 
service to bl folw■rded to its central administration or to • specially appointad office. 

.. ,.,.t~· ·-~1':,:~ 
.v-4 ~ - . 

6 The C 8 form shall bl returned to the ldminislntion of origin of the it9ffl under inquiry in ~ with . 
the conditions prllCl'ibed in lrticle 147, J)lrllllraPh 12. 

7 If a request is mad• for trlfllffliaion of an inquiry by tll9graph, a telegram shall be •nt. illltud of a C 8 form, 
direct to the office of destination or, where applicable, either to the central administration of the country of 
destination or to a specially appoinud office. If the lll'ldar ha llicad to be advised by telegraph, the reply shall be 
thus transmitted to the •rvice which initiatad the telegraph inquiry; if not, the reply can bl given by port. 

Article 147 

Inquiries. Registered items and insured letten 

Every inquiry about a l'9gistered item or ., insured letter shal I bl made on a form conforming to the 
annexed specimen C 9 which shall be ■ccompanied, • fer • pouible, by a f■c:1imile of the ■ddf9II of the item 
on I small shNt of thin paper. The inquiry form shall bl complet9d with 111 the details called for and very legibly, 
preferably in roman capital lfflln and 1rlbic figurn. wi.r- poaible this form shall be completed by type­

writer. In the CISI of an inquiry about registered itlml exchanged under the svmm of bulk advice, the number 
and the date of dilpn:h of the mail must bl tntlnld' on the C 9 Inquiry form. 

2 If the Inquiry ~rm ■ c■ot,-on.delivery itam, It shall ■loo be ■ccomp■nied by ■ duplicate R 3 , R 6 or R 8 

money order form of the Cash-on-Delivery A;reement or by I deposit note, 11 the CISI may bl. 

3 One form may bl uSld for --■I itaml posted It the - time It the seme office by the ume •nder and 
sent by the ume route to the addrea of the -, add-. 

4 The inquiry, fumishad with the forwerding dltl, shall be ltnt from office to office following the ume 
route • the itam; it shall be ltnt IIUtomlticllly without a ~ng letter and in • ciolld -.lope, and always 
by the quicknt route lair or surf-I. H-r. an administration of destination may prescribe that 111 inquiries 
be sent to it by 1'9gistered post. 
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5 Any administration may, by notifying the International Bu,..,, Ilk for inquiries concerning its service to 
be forwarded duly furnished with the forwarding data, to its central administration or to a specially appointed 
office. 

6 If the administration of orivin or the administration of destination so requests, the inquiry shall be for-
warded d irect from the office of origin to the office of dest_ination. 

7 . If, upon raceipt of the inquiry, the office of destination or the central administration of the country of 
destination or the specially appointed office, • the case may be, is able to say what finally happened to the item, 
it shall complete part 3 of the form. In - of delayld delivery. nrtention or nrturn to origin the reaon shall· be 
shown briefly on the C 9 form. 

8 An administration which is unabl• to establish either deliVtlfV to the add,,_ or correct transmission to 
another administration shall immediataly order the nK91UJY inquiry. It shall 111COrd in part 4 of the C 9 form 
its decision on liability . 

9 The form, duly completed • prescribld in paragraphs 7 and 8, shall be retumld by the quickest route 
lair or surface I to the address given It the end of it or, if no address is given, to the office which preparld it. 

10 Any intermediate administration which forwards a C 9 form to the next administration shall be responsible 
for informing the administration of origin of the fact by means of a form conforming to the annexed speci• 
men C9bis. 

11 If an inquiry h• not been nrturned within a period of two months a duplicate of the C 9 form, furnished 
with the forwarding data, shall be llllt to the central administration of the country of destination. The word 
HDuplicamH IDuplicatel and the data of dill)IU:h of the original Inquiry shall be written very conspicuously on 
the duplicate. 

12 The C 9 form and the doc:umants which are attached to it. including the ~•s declaration made out 
·on a form conforming to the. annexld specimen C 32, and certifying the non-19ceipt of the item under inquiry 
shall invariably be retumld to the administration of origin of the item under inquiry • soon • pouible and It the 
latest within five months from the data of the original inquiry. 

13 The fol'lg0ing provisions shall not apply to - of theft from a mail, loss of a mail or to other similar 
-• which necessitate a more dltailtd exchange of correspondence bttwNn administrations. 

14 If a request is made for transmission of an inquiry by telegraph, a telegram shall be sent. instead of aC9 form, 
direct to the office of destination or, where applicable, either to the central administration of the country of 
destination or to a specially appointed office. If the llndtr ha llked to be advised by telegraph, the reply shall 
be thus trlM'l'litted to the ltn'ice which initiated the telegraph inquiry; If not. the reply can be given by post. 

If the telegraphic inquiry does not establish whit happenld to the item concerned, the inquiry shall be made 
again by pan using form C 9 befon lndamnity is considtrld. 

Article 148 

.Inquiries concerning itlffll polted in another country 

1 In the cases provided for In article 42, paragraph 3, of the Convention, CB and C 9 forms concerning 
inquiries shell be forwarded to the office of origin of the item. unless the administration concemld ha requested 
that thea fonns be sent to its central adminstration or a specially appointed office. The certificate of posting 
must be produced but shall not be aa.ched to the C 8 form; the latter shall be endorled " Vu ,..,_,,im CM cMp6t 

No .•• de/iv." /e _. pr!• butWaJ de.- H (Seen, certificate of posting No ·- iaued on ... by the office of ... 1. 
2 The form must reach the administration of origin within the per!od prescribed In article 107, paragraph 1. 

177 



-. .. :...: , . ., · . ... - · • ...;, ..: v< ,.: - ~ . .. ...... . . , _ _ ... .... _ . 

. -r." -t;;~r-.:.;-_.· .. _-~~ ~-:;~::J- "3• ..... 
a4 •• 

) . 

Convention, Detallld RegulatioM 

Article 148 

Delivery of a rifled or c:l8ffllllld i11111red letter 

In the caNt apclfild in article 53, paragraph 1, a and b, of the Convention, the delivering office shall 
prepare a VO 4 report on the joint inspection and ti.19 It countenigned, wh- poaible, by the add..-. 
One copy of the report shall be hlndld to the ldclre-. or, If the item is refulld or 1'9direc:tad, lttaChld to it. 
One copy shall be retained by the administmion which PfWPW9d the report. 

2 If the itemisdelht«ed, thecopyofthe VD 4reportp,epared in ICCOl'dlnc:e with anicle 165,peragrll)h 10,b, 
shall be attached to the itwm and dealt with in ICIXll'dlMe with the regulltioM of the country of destination; 
if the item is refulld, the said copy lhlil ~in lttlChed to the Item. 

3 When internal regulltiOM 10 rwquire, an item aibjac1ad to the treatment IPICified in paragraph 1 shall be 
returned to the sender if the add..- refu• to countersign the VO 4 report. 

Section IV 

Exchange of items. Mails 

.chapter I 

Anic:le 150 

Exc:hangt of iterM 

Administrations may exchange, vii one or more of their number, both clolld mails and i cMcouvert iterM accord• 

ing to nNds and service requirements. 

Anicle 151 

Exchange in clOtld mails 

It shall be obligatory to make up ctolld mails whenever one of the intermediate administrations so Ilks 
on grounds that the amount or the -ight of 6 cNcouvert itams is such a to hinder its work. Oispm:hes of 
i d6couvert iterM with an -rage-ight exONding 5 kilogrammes per mall or per day (when several dilpatches 

are made in a day) can be consider9d - being likely to hinder work - regards -ight. 

2 The exchange of iterM in ctOtld mails shall be regulatad by common COIINflt i.-n the administrations 

conmmed. 
3 Administrations vii which c;lolld mall• are to be forwarded shall be given suiUble notice. 

4 In caNt where III excapti-lly la,ve number of urngittered iterM hive to be sent to a country to which 
mail is normally sent in transit i cMcauvert, adminiltrations may 111fN to the country of origin making up closld 
mails without a letter bill for the country of destination. 

5 The ldminiltration of the country of origin shall ldvile ldmininmlons concerned of the dispatch of the 
extraordinary ctOIICI mails mentioned in paragraph 4 and "lhlll, to that effect, u• the C 16 verificltion note 
ret.rred to in article 174, paragraph 1, which it lhall send direct to them by the quickest roui. lair or surf-) . 
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Article 152 

Land tn1nsit without the IJll'ticipatlon of the country c:rOINd 

When an administration wishes to ua I tramport .,,,ice conveying mails in tr1111it ICl'OII IIIIOther country with­
out the participation of the ..,,,ices of that country in ■ccon:1-- with article 3 of the Convention, it 111111· ffllke 
a request to that eff8ct to the postal administration of the country croaad; in addition it must provide that 
administration, if the llttllr to requeltl, with -, dNirad information about the mall thus fclrwlrded. 

Article 153 

Routes and methods of trllltffliaion of insurad letten 

Bv means of the VO 1 tlblel ,-iY«1 from the others concerned, NCh administration shall decide on the 
roum to be ul8d for the tr■nll'lliaion of its insurad letten; 

2 The tr■ntmiaion of insurad letten betMM adjacent coull1ria or ~n countries connected by • direct 
sea or air service shall be effwc:11d by the offices ·of exchlngl which the two administrations concerned 1PP0int by 
mutu■ I agreement. 
3 In the relations bltwNn countries aeparai.d by one or more intermediate 19fVices, insurad letten shall 
follow the most direct rou111. ~. the administrations concerMd may 1110 arrange with one IIIOther to 
provide for trllltfflialon i d6couwrt by circuitous routeS where the trllltffliaion by the most direct route would 
not c.ry with it I guwantee of liability - the whole dilUnc:e. 

4 Subject to •rvice raquil'9fflel1tl Ind article 151, paragraph 1, insurad letten may be displtChed in closed 
mails or be handed over • cWc:ouvert to the fim intermldiltl adminlstl'lltion If that lldministmion Is Ible to 
arrange for their trarwnialon under the conditions sncrlbtd in the VO 1 tables. 

5 Administrations of origin Ind destination may ..,.. among ~ to exchange insured letten in clOlld 
mails by means of the Nrvices of one or more intermediate countries, whether U- participate in the insurad 
letten lffllice or not. The intermldiltl ldministl'lltions shall be edvi.d In good time. 

Article 154 

Transit i dtcouvert 

The transmission of i cNcouYert itllml to an intermediate administration 111111 be strictly limited to C8NI 

where the making up of closed mails for the country of dtnlnetlon is not justiflld, • defined in article 151 , 
paragraph 1. The dispatehing administration ih■il consult the Intermediate ldminifflations as to the suitlbiiitv 
of the route by which it is propoad to Nnd its i d6couwrt 1-. 

2 In the lbNnce of I special lgl'Nfflent, 111 I- PCll1lld on bolrd I ship and not included in a clOlld big 
mentioned in article 86 of the Convtntion lhlll be handed over i d6couwrt by the ship's 191f1t direct to the post 
office at the port of cell, whether ~ lt9m0 have ban stamped on board or not. 

3 When their number and mekNIP permit, i- ant i d-=ouvert to 1n administration shall be made up in 
~ labelled bundles for NCh country of destination. 
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A"icte 155 , 

M1k~p of mails 

Ordinary itlffls which can be bundled shall be cllalflld by sin lmncwdiad ltams and other ltamsl Ind 
bundled according to Cl19gl)ries, letbln Ind JIQl1l:lnls being Included in the aane bundle and newlPIP8fS Ind 
periodic:111 mentioned in •"lcle 162, pwagraph 1, b, iii, being made up in bundl• apana from other AO itams. 
The bundles shall be distinguished by labels in the form of the annexed C 30 9')1Cimens and showing the indica­
tion of the office of destination or of the retorwarding office of the it9ffll anclOllld in the bundles. ltlffls which 
can be bundled shall be arranged with the lddreas facing the 111'1111 way. Prepaid Items shall be sel)lll'lt8d from 
thON which are unpaid or underpaid and the labels of bundles of unpaid or underpaid itarns shall be impn,ssld 
with the T stamp. The bundles of unpaid or underpaid it1ms shall be pl«-! in the big containing the llttlr bill. 
The thlckrwa of the bundles of standardized it1ms shalt be limit9d to 150 mm after bundling. The Wlight of 
bundles of non-standardized it1ms may not exceed 5 kilogrammes. 

2 If letters lhow signs of opening, detlrioration or damage, 1 note of the fact shall be made on them Ind 
they shall be marked with the d1te-mmp of the office which dilcoventd it. In addition, when the security of 
the contants so requires the items shall be p'-1 if possible in I tr11111P1ffl1t envelope or in I fresh packing on 
which the details appearing on the envelope shall be reproduced, 

3 Mails, including those made up solely of empty bigs, shalt be contained in bigs the number of which shell 
be kept to the strict minimum. The bigs shall be in good condition to PfOtlCt their contants; they shall also be 
suitably clOlld, ••led prefwnlbty with lead n:t labelled. The -•s may also be made of light metal or plastic 
provided the sealing is so done that it cannot be tsnPentd with without bearing signs of tamptring. HOWIVlf, 
when administrations are in .-nt on lhil subject, bigs containing unregistered AO ltams only Ind empty 
bigs need not be sealed with lead; the aane applies to blgs 'containing unregistered LC or AO items if they 1111 

conveyed in • Nlltd container by e direct Nrvice or If they are forwarded by I country of tmbartcation that puts 

them into IUCh • contaiMr for the country of destination. When string is uted it shall be p-.:t twice round the 
neck of 1ht big in IUCh • way that one of the two ends is drMn under the loops Ind then tied. The impmsions 
of the sells shall reproduce, in very legible r- ltttln, the ,_ of the office of origin or en indication sufficient 
to identity that office. 

4 The bigs shall show legibly in roman ltttln the office or country of origin and bear the word "Ponw" 
IPostl or eny other similar expreaion distinguishing them II postal dispm:hes. 

5 In the lbNnce of 9')1Cial agrNmtnt lffllll maiil shall simply be wrapped in strong paper so • to prevent 
a,y damage to the contants, then tied with string Ind sealed with lead, light metal or plaltic seals. If lead, light 
metal or plastic -Is are uted, u- mails shall be made up so that the string cannot be dttachecl. When they 
contain only unregistlred items they may be clONd by means of gummed sells bearing the printld indication of 
the dill)ltching offlct of administration. Subjtc:t to artlclt 158, administrations may agree to UN the - mtMII 

of closing for malil containing ragistlred itlml which, beclult of their lffllll number are trll'IIPOl'tld in packets or 
envelopes. In that CIN, the lddreas of the packets Ind envelopes shall conform, • ragards the Pfintld details 
and the coloun, to the provisions prncrlbed in •"lclt 192 for the labels of bags of mails. HOWIVlf cl01ing by 
me- of gummed seals shall not be permittld for bigs containing insured letttn. 

6 When the number or volume of the itlffll ,-jtltll the u• of more than one big, Stplrate bigs shall, 

• far • possible, be uled: 
a for llttln and p01teards Ind, where applicable, for the newlPIP8fS and periodicals mentioned in fflicle 162, 

paragraph 1, b , iii; 
b for the perlodicels mentioned in article 162, paragraph 1. c ; and for other i- ; In addition, u applicable, 

separltl bigs shall be ullCI for lffllll packets; the llbela on th011 bigs shall bear the words ''Pffir, ,-qwrs". 

7 The packet or big of regil1fflld itlffll or insured letblrs shall be pl~ in one of the bigs of ltttln or in a 
sep..ia big; the out1r big shall invariably bear the red label l)l'IICribed in •"iclt 162, paragraph 1, a. When there 
are sevtr1I bigs of l'9gilttrtd itlffll or insured ltttln, 111 the bigs mun bear I red label. 

8 The 9')1Cial envelope containing the lettlr bill shall be dealt with in accordance with fflicte 156, par• 
graph 1. 

9 The W1ight of each big shall in no circumstanc:n exceed 30 kilogrammes. 
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10 As far • poaiblt, offices of exchange shall include in their own malls for a perticular office all the small 
mails (peckffl or bags) which rnch them for that office. 

11 For conveyance purp0111, mails may be plKM! in containers, subject to special aar-nt bttwttn the 
administrations conc:emed on the ll1l1hods of using the containers. 

Article 156 

Letter bills 

A letter bill in the fonn of the --ed spacimen C 12 shall ICCOfflPll'IY NCh mail. It shall be placed in ■ 
pink envelope, if the mail contains i1111.1red lemn, and in a bl .. tMtlope, if it does not. marked in bold letten 
"Fwill• d'M." (Lmar bill). This lnftlope shall bt fastaMd to the outside of the pecket or big of regisured 
items; if there are no regiltllf9d itams, the tMtlope shall wtie,_,- possible be ltUChed to a bundle of ordinary 
itams. In relations bttwttn countries wh011 administrations have reached ~nt. the dilptU:hing office of 
exchange shall llnd one copy of the C 12 by air to tht offict of txc:N1191 of destination. Administrations may, 
by me-. of special ..,_,ts, dtcidt that mails containing txelulively ordinary letter-post itams or empty bags 

shall not bt accompanied by a letter bill. 

2 Tht dispatching offict shall complete tht letter bill with all the details called for: taking into accoum this 
article and articles 157, 158, 180 and 188: 
a Heading: in the abltncl of ~I agrtll'ntnt, dispatching offices shall not number the letter bills when 

mails .,.. made up only onca awry day. In awry other cat they shall number them according to an annual 
.-its for IICh offict of destination. Each mail shall in that ■vent bear a seperatt number. In the caa of 
the fim dllPIU:h of IICh var tht bill shall bur, in addition to the -ial number of the mail, that of the 
last mail of tht preceding .,... If a mall is supprwad, tht dispatching office shall tntar beside tht number 
of the mail, the indication "Last mail". Tht narne of tht ship tnmpOrting the mail or the official abbl'IIYi• 
tlon of m, flight ulld shall bt shown whtn tht dispatching office knows it ; 

b Table I: the p,-nce of unl'l9iltlred exprea or alnnall ltams shall be shown by a cross (xi in tht corr■s· 
ponding box; 

c Table II : tht number of bags, broken down by catagory, shall be tntared In this table. Administrations may 
agree that only red label bags shall be tnllffld on. tht letter bills; 

d Table Ill : the number of bags and pecksts of regisured items or i1111.1red letten shall be tntared In this table, 
• shall be the number of special lists of nigistlred itlffll (article 157), VD 3 dispn:h lists (article 1581 
and AV 2 bills (article 20111; when the mail do■s not contain envelop■s, peckffl or bags of insured items the 
indication "NHllt" (NII) shall be tn1lffld into tht " Insured" column of that table ; 

e Table IV: this table Is intended for tht entry of small transit malls which are placed in the bag of the office 
of tXCNngl rtforwlrdlng tht mall; 

f Table V: the numberofbagslllld bythtdispatching administration andtht number of empty bags rewrntd 
to th■ · administration of destination shall bt entered in this table; where applic:ablt, tht number of empty 

bags belonging to an administration other than that to which the mail is addreatd shall be shown ltl)lrataly 
with a reftrenc:a to that administration. Whtn two administrations have agreed to ■ntar red label bags only 
(subparagraph cl. the number of bags ulad for tht mak■-up of the mail or the number of tfflPtY bigs 
belonging to tht administration of destination shall not bt giVtn in table V. Unclosed official letters and 

tht various communications or recommtndltions from the dlspau:hing office relating to tht service shall 
also be m■mlontd In this table ; 
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g Table VI : this table is illffllded for the entry of register9d ti.ms when special 1111:1 ■r1 not uNd exclusively. 
If the administrations conctmtd have agrNd to the bulk advice of reginand ltBffll, the number of th­
items inserted in the big containing the letter bills shall be shown in words ind In figura l ■rticlt 157, par• 
graph 2). When tht mail dot1 not contain regi111t'ed Items tht indication '?Nlnr" INil) shill be entered in 
table VI. 

3 Administrations may 11T11191 with t■ch other to include additional tables or hNdings in tht letter bill or 
modify the tables to suit their needs when they considtr it -rv. 
4 When an office of exchange his no item to pas fol'Wlt'd tc> a corresponding office .-.d when, in the service 
betwNn the administrations conctmtd, the len.r bills are not numbered in ■ccordanct with paragraph 2, a, that 
office shall merely send a "Nil" letter bill in the next mall; in the caN of annually numbtrld mails no "Nil" letter 
bill shall be sent. 

Article 157 

Tr■nsmillion of regist■rtd items 

Except where parlQflPh 2 applies, Ngil1lnd 1191111 shall be trlnlfflittad tn19rld individually In table VI of 
tht letter bill. Ont or moB special liltl in the form of the -td specimen C 13 may be Ultd, tither in place of 
table VI or • a supplement to the len.r bill. Tht UN of aptCial liltl shall be compulsory If the administration of 
destination so requests. Thi liltl in. qualtion lhall lhow the - aerial number II that shown on the letter bill of 
the corr111)011ding mail."When --.1 ll)tCial lists.,. uNd they shall 1110 be numbered In their own Nrits for each 
mail. Tht number of regiltertd items which can be tnt9l'ld on a lingle -,ecial list or in table VI of the letter bill 
shall be restricted to the number for which the layout of the reaptCtivt form provides. 

2 Administrations may agra to tht bulk advice of rtQil1lnd itams. Tht total number of itlml shall be entered 
in table Ill of tht letter bill. When tht mall compri--■I bags of regiltartd ii.ms, tvtry big except the one in 
which the letter bill is instrtad shall contain I apecial list showing, in words and figures in tht ~ provided, the 
total number of registartd Items It contains. Tht number of ii.ms lnlllUd In the big containing the letter bill 
shall be mentioned thereon in the box in table VI ,-rvtd for that purpose. 

3 Administrations may agrw ■mong thtmNlves that paragraph 2 shill not apply to MP 1 money orders sub-
ject to IUtOfflltic registration. 

4 Registered ittml and, where applic■ble, tht special 1111:1 provided for in paragraph 1 shall be m■dt up in one 
or more separate packets or bags which lhall bt suitably wrapped or cloNd and Ntltd with or without lead 10 IS 

to protect tht cont■nts. Tht ..is rney 1110 be mtdt of light metal or plastic. Tht tmprealons of the -■ts whtthtr 
of lead or other material, shall reproduce, in very l■gible roman letters, the name of the office of origin or an 
indication sufficient to identify that office. Bags and packets mtdt up in this way rney be replaced by heat-sealed 
pl11tic bags. Tht regmartd ii.ms shift be ■mngld In NCh packet according to their ordlr of entry. When one or 
more special lists .... Ultd IICh of them lhall be tied up with the registel'ld Items to which. it refffl Ind pl■ctd on 
top of the first itam in the bundle. 'W'-' N¥erel bags are ueed each of them shall contain a special list detailing 

the iteml which it contains. 

5 Subject to .-nt ~ tht administrations concerned and when their volume permits, regin■red 
items may be encloNd in the special envelope containing the tmer bill. This envelope shall be se■ltd. 

6 In no CIN may registered ii.ms be included in tht - bundle• unregiltlred items. 

7 Al far IS possible I lingle big shall not contain more than 600 regiltlred items. 

8 If thtnl is more than one packet or big of regin■rtd ii.ms each of the additional packets or bags shall bear 
a red label showing the nature of Its contants. 
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Article 158 

T ransminion of intul'ld letters 

The dilpeu:hing office of exchange shall emar the intured letters on special dispn:h lists in the form of the 
annexed specimen VD 3 with all the details for which the form provides, 

2 lnsul'ld letters shall be madt up with the dlspn:h list or lists into one or more special packets tied to one 
another, wrapped In mvng paper, tied on the outside and aaled with fine wax on averv fold by means of the aal 
of the dispatching office of exchangt; thea packm shall be endorad "Valwr, dlc/.,..H (lntured itam1). 

3 Instead of being made up in a packet, the lntul'ld lettlll'I may be pi-cl in a strong paper emelope, cload 
by means of WIX aals. 

4 The packets or envelopes of intured letters may also be cload by means of gummed aals bearing the 
printed indication of the administration of origin of the mall, unlea the administration of destination of the mail 
requires that they shall be aaled with WIX or lead. An lmprenion of the date-stamp of the dilpau:hing cffice 
shall be added to the gummed aal in such a way that it appean pertly on the aal and partly on the wrapping. 

5 If their number or volume malt• it -rv lnturad letters may be pl.-d in a bag suitably clOllld and 
-led with WIX or lead. 

6 The packet, envelope or bag of iNUrad letters shall be encload in the packet or bag containing rlQistarad 
items or, failing th011, in the packet or bag which would normally contain registerad Items; when the registerad 
items are encload in more than one bag, the packet, envelope or bag of i111111'1d letters shall be pl.-d In the bag 
to the neck of which the special envelope containing the letter bill is attached. 

7 The outer bag containing intul'ld letten must be in pemct condition and the edge of its mouth shall be 
provided, if possible, with piping which male• It lffll)Ollible to open the bag illicitly without lening visible tr1Ces. 

Article 159 

Transminion of money orders . 

Postal money orders ant unenctoad shall be madt up in e sepanna bundle and pl.-d In a packet or bag contain­
ing registerad items or, if there is one, In the packet or beg with intured Items. The- shall apply to unregistered 
COD items exchanged in accordance with article 2, paragraph 1, of the Cash-on-Delivery A~ If the mail 
contains neither regiltllnld nor lnturad Items, the money orders and, if any, the umegistered COD iums shall be 
placed in the envelope containing the letter bill or bundled with the lltt9r. 

Article 160 

Transminion of expren items and airmail c:omispondenm ant in surf- mails 

The preance of unregiltarad exprea or airmail items shall be shown by a cross (xl in the corraponding box 
of table I on the letter bill (article 158, paragraph 2, bl. 

2 Unregistered express items and unregisterad airmail correspondence shall be made up in separate bundles 
bearing labels marked in bold letters either -Expm"' (Express) or ~ nionH (By airmail) . Theta bundles shall 
be encload by the offices of exchangt in the -elope containing the letter bill which ac:companin the mail. 

3 If, ~r. this envelope h• to be fixed to the packet or the bag of registered items (article 156, para-
graph 1 l, the bundles of exprea items and airmail cot respoildetice shell· be pl.-d in the OUtBr bag. 

4 Registerad expren items and ragiltanld airmail correspondence shall be amnged in their order among the 
other registered items and the word -Exp,.- (Express) or "'Par avionH (By airmail) writtffl opposite the appr~ 
priate entries in the "Ob#rwtion,,,, column of table VI of the letter bill or the C 13 special lists. In the cae of 
bulk advice, the presence of th• rlgiltlfld items shall be shown simply by the words "Expm" (Exprenl or 
-,.,,,. ..,ion" (By airmail) in Uble VI of the len.r bill. Similar indications shall be made in the " Ob#rntiom" 

column on the VD 3 dispatr:h lists opposite the entries of intured lenltn for delivery by express or to be sent 
by air. 

183 



-..... 

Convention, Detailld Regulations 

Article 161 

Transmiaion of prln'9d papers for I single add-

Every 'apeci1I big containing printlld PIINB for the lllffll add,- at the lllffll lddnn 111111, in addition to the 
C 28 or AV II label which in this caa bears the latter "M", be furnished with I ractangUlar address llbet pro­
vided by the sender and giving 111 the information concaming the add..-. The address label shall be made of 
sufficiently rigid CMYII, 1 nrong cardboard, plastic IN19riai or paper glued to wood and shall be provided with 
1n eyelet; it shall not be lffllller than 140 x 90 nm with a tolerance of 2 nm. In the ltllence of any advice to 
the contrary, U- bags ITIIYbellfftregistllrwd. lnthellttlrc:ae they sh1llbe ennred in table VI of the C 12 letter 
bill or on • C 13 IIPICial lilt 11 • single registarad inm and the letnr "M" shall be added in the MOt.rwtionsH 
column. If the spacial bags contain printad papers to be submitted to customs examination, the address label 
shall compul10rily bear the green C 1 label IIPICified in article 116, paragraph 1. 

Article 162 

Labelling of ffllils 

The labels of the bags shail be-made of sufficiently rigid CMYII, plastic, nrong cardboard parchment or of 
paper glued to wood and lhall be provided wi1h III evet-t. Their layout and Uxt shall conform to the annexld 
apecimen C 28. In the tll'Yic:e ~ neighbouring off-. strong paper labels may be uad; u- shall, how­
-. be strong enoutn to withstand the v.i- handling ~ the malls undergo during trarmnillion. Labels 
arw made in the following colours: 
1 in vermlllion red, for bags containing regislared inms, il'IIUred letnrs and/or the letnr bill ; 
b in white, for bags containing only onlinary items of the following c:augories: 

i.tters and posU:ltds dispatched by surface and air, 
ii mixed items lletnrs, l)Ol1Ca'dl, ,-.papers and periodicals and other itemsl , 
iii 111W1P1P1R pomd in bulk by publishers or their 1!111111 and dispau:hed by surf- only, except those 

returned to sender; the reference "Newlpapan" or the reference HJxH shall be writun on the white 
label, when the bags c:ontlin only Items of this c:angory. Adminiltl'ltions of origin may 1110 intert in 
the bags with whin labels bearing the ref9Nnce "NIWSPIPlrs" or the reference .. JJC" ,_ periodicals 
published at least once I WNk and pomd in bulk to which they give in their domntic service the 
priorltY trntment given to newspepen; 

c in light blua, for bags containing only printlld pepers, literatUre for the blind, ordinary sffllll packets and 
periodicals other than thole mentioned in subparagraph b, iii. The reference " Periodicals" may be written 
on the blua label when the bags contain only itams of thit c:ategory; 

d in green for bags containing only empty bags returned to ortvin. 

2 The label of the big or pecket containing the letter blll l1rticl1 1561 shall always bear• bold letter " F" and 
the number of bags comprilal in the ffllil ITIIY be written on It. 

3 A whin label ITIIY also be ullCI in conjunction with I tllb 5 x 3 cm in one of the colours mentioned in para-
graph 1: • blue 1-1 m11y alao be uad In conjunction with • limllar tab In red. 

4 Letters containing perishable lnf9Ctious biological su~ • defined in article 119 shall be pl~ in 
SIPll'ffl bags. Each big thlll be provided with an identification label, similar in colour and form to the label pro­
vided for in article 119 but made bigger to make room for affixing an eyelet. Besides the special symbol for items 
containing inf9Ctlout subltanc:el, this label shail bear the ph,...: " Infectious substance" and " In CIR of damage 
or leakage immediately notify public h•lth authority" . 

5 In the caa of rnailt not ICCOfflplllied by I letnr bill, the label of the outer big containing express items 
shall beer either the rwd .. E,cp,.H CExpms) label or the word "Exprw" ~Express) writnn in red. 
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6 The labels shall bear the name of the dilpanching office prln111d in lffllll roman Iman and the name of the 
office of destination in large roman tettars, l)NCldad mpactively by the words Mt»" (from) and "pour" (to) , • 

-11 •• • far • poaible, an indication of the tranllnillion roula, and, if the malls - going by -. the name of 
the v-1. The name of the office of destination shall also be prin111d In small Iman, vertically. on either side of 
the eyelet of the label. In exchanges bltwNn countries by tu not midi by di1'9Ct servic:a, and in exchanges with 
other countries which exsw-ly l'lqUllt It. the da1II of dilpanch, the number of the mall and the port of diumbar• 
kation shall also be given. 

7 lnt1trrnediat1 offices shall not enm any Nrial number on the tabeis of bags or packets of clOlld mails in 
transit. 

8 When closad mails are to be forwwdld by ships. appertaining to the imarrnediate administration, but which 
the latter does not u• regularly for its own traffic, the Might of the letffll and other itfflll shall be shown on the 
label of the mails if the administration ,-ponsibll for arranging the ambarkation so l'IQUllts. 

Article 163 

Routeing of mails and preparation of trial notes 

Whln a mail consists of -.1 bags, th-. shall • fer • poaibll ,-in t091thtr and be forwarded by the 
same pan. 

2 The administration of the country of origin mey l)relCribe the route to be followad by the clOlld mails 
which it dill?■tChfl. provided th■t the 1111 of that rou18 doat not .ntall special COits for an intermediate adminis­
tration. Information about the routeing shall be entered on the C 18 bills and the C 28 labels. 

3 To determine the mon favourable rouu and the time of trammiaion of a mail, the office of exchange of 
origin may send to the office of destination of the mail a trial note in the form of the annexad specimen C 27. 
This nOtlt shall be included in the meil and lttaChld to the letter bill, the Indication "C 27" being entered in 
table V. If the C 27 form it milling when the mail arrives, the office of dlltination shall make out I duplicate. 
The trial nOtlt, duly completed by the office of destination, shall be returned by the quickest route (air or sur­
f-). 

4 In the event of a change in I tll"lic:I for the exc:hang■ of ·cto.d mails established between two admininr■-

tions via one or more third party countria, the ■clministr■tion of origin of the mail shall inform the ldmininr■-
tlons of th011 countries of the fact. 

5 If it is a question of an alteration in the routeing of malls, the ,_ route to be followad shall be reported 
to the admininratlons which previously provldad the transit, while the old rOUte shall be reported, for informa­
tion, to the admininrations which will provide the transit in the future. 

Article 164 

Transfer of mails 

In the absence of special .-m bttwn the admininmions c:onc:emed, the transfer of mails~ 
two comspondlng officll shall be carried out by~ of a delivery bill in the form of the annexed specimen C 18. 
Two c:opin of the bill shall be prepared. The firn shall be for the remiving office and the tlCOnd for the dis­
paU:hing office. The ..-iving office thlll ICknowledgt receipt on the MCond copy of the delivery bill and return 
that copy immadiauly by the quickest rout■ (air or su~l-

2 The delivery bill may be prepared in triplicate In the following-= 
a when the transfer of mails bltwNn two comsponding offices is '!'lldl through a transport service. In that 

caM, the ftm copy shall be for the racelving office and llhall accompany th• mail ; the MCOnd shall •-iv11 
the acknowlldgament of receipt by the tnnlPOrt llfVice and shall be given to the dispatching office ; the 
third shall be retained by the transport llfVice after being signed by the receiving office; 
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b when the tral\lmiaion of malls ii 1ffac1ad by a-.. of tranlPOl't without accampanying staff, the first 
two copies shall bl Nnt with the mail and the third l'Wlaintd by the dilpaU:hing office. The first copy shall 
bl for tht rte1iving office and the~ shall be muffled by the QUickat rouu, duly signed by the latttr, 
to the dilpaU:hing office. 

3 a-. of their i111m11I organization, Cfflain adminlstrlltions may 19qut1t that IIPlll'ltl C 18 bills be made 
out for llttlr•post mails on the one hand, and tor pamlt on the other. 

4 When the trwfwr of mails bttwNn two cor111po11dlng oft'- involffs a - 11rvice, the dilpaU:hing office 
of exchange may pr9par1 a fourth copy which the rte1iving office of IXChanga shall mum attar Clf"tifying it. In 
this caa the third and fourth c:opia shall ~any the mail. In relations bttwNn countri• whoa administra­
tions h- reached .-,it in this l'IIPICt. 0n1 copy of the C 18 bill shall be sent by air 1ithtt' to the ..-iving 
office of exchange or to its central adminlltrlltion. 

5 Only the bags and pecktts diltinguilhld by red labtls shall be detailed on the C 18 dtlivtry bill. Othet' bags 
and peckltl shall bl tntared in bulk by CltagOry on the C 18 delivery bill and each C1t19CJrY shall be trMsferred 
"' bloc. The administrations concerned may, ~. agrw that only bags and pecktts diltinguishtd by red 
labels shall be entered on the delivery bill. 

6 For delivery of airlifted surf- mails the C 18 bill shall be replaced by the annexad C 18bis bill . 

7 The mails shall be handed over in good condition. H-, a mail may not be refuad becala of damage 
or theft. 

8 In the abltnce of the C 18 delivery bill, the ..-iving office shall prepare 0n1 in triplic:lta in accordance 
with the load receiwad. Two copies ac:companitd by a C 14 vwifation not■ shall be sent to the dilpaU:hing office, 
which shall mum one copy attar examination and signature. 

Article 165 

Checking of mails and u• of Vtrif'ic:ation not11 

1 Every office receiving a mail shall chtck not only the origin and dlltination of the bags making up the 
mail and entered on the delivery bill, but also the -ling and ffllke,up of the bags bearing rad labels. 

2 When an int1rmtdl1t1 office l'IClivn a mail in bad condition, it shall c:htck the c:ontants If It thinks that 
thea have not remainld imact and put It in ,_ pecking jurt • it is. This office shall copy the particulars from 
the original clabel on to the ,_ OM and apply to the l1t111r an imprmion of its datHtamP, pr9C9ded by the 
endonement MRMnl»/11 a -·" (Repackad at ..• ). It shall fflllkl out a verification not■ in the form of the annexad 
spec:ir.-n C 14, in accordance with paragraphs 6, 8 and 11 and shall illllrt one copy thereof in the repackad mail. 

3 , Upon rectipt of a mail, the office of exchange of destination shall check whither it is c:ompltta and whether 
the entries on the ltttlr bill and, whtrl applic:ablt, on the VO 3 dispatd, lists and the special lists of r19ist1red 
ittrns are correct. It shall satisfy itNlf that there is no lrragularlty in the external condition of the outlr bag and 
of the ·packet, envelopt or inner bag containing inlurad lm9rs and thet they h- been made up in accordance 
with article 158; it shall c:htck the num,er of insured lltlffl and inapect them Individually. It shall c:htek 
whether the mail ha errMd In the -iuanc:e In which It - dispatd,ed. If a mall or one or more bags thereof, 
insured llttlrs, regifl9r9d items, • ltttlr bill, a dilpltl:h list or 1 ..,.:ial list of 1119iltll'ld Items .,. miuing or when 
there is any other irr1g11larity, tht facts shall be immadiatlly establishtd by two officials. Th- shall make the 
,-ry c:ornc:tions on the bills or lilts, taking care to c:roa out, whtre ,-y, the incorrtet entries in such 
a way as to 1- the original entries legible. Unlta there is an obYious error the cornctions shall be acctPtld in 
preftrance to th• original ~ If tht lettar bill, dilpltl:h lilt or a special list is milling the inward office 
shall, in addition, preperw a fr.tt lttter bill, dlspn:h list or spcial lilt or make a precise note of the insurad letters 

· or r19istlred itarns receivad. 
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4 When the mails ara opened, the .constltulnt pans of the fauning Ond and other 11111, stri"'- labelsl shall 
be kept together u far • poaibte; to achieve this thl string shall be cut in one place only. 

5 When an office receives letter bills, dispatch lists or special lists which 11'1 not intendld for It, it shall send 
thlm or, if its internal regulations 10 raquira, cenlfied true copies to the office of destination by the quickest 
route (air or surf-). 

6 The irregularities estlblilhld shall be ra1)01'111d lmmedilt11ly by me- of I verification not11 In dupliclte, to 
the office of origin of the mail and, whll'I tramit it Involved, to the Ian lnttrmldlltll office which transmitted the 
mail in bid condition, by the quickest rout11 (air or surface) aftlr thl compl1t11 check of the mail. If the mail con• 
tlins bundles provided with the C 30 and AV 10 labels specified In article 155, J)ll'l!lraph 1, and article 197, par• 
graph 1, respectively, such labels shall, in CIN of irregularity, be lttlChed to the verification note. The details on 
thl note shall specify • pracitely as l)Ollible the big. cover, packet or it11m concerned. In the C1N of service 
irregularities which gave grounds for prNUming loa or theft. the condition in which the packing of the mail -
found shall be indiclted in • much email u l)Ollible on the verificltion note. 

7 Irregularities tltlblishld upon_ receipt of I mall containing lnsul'ld lmers shall irnmediltllly be made the 
subject of reservations to the transferring service, Notification of I milling item, 1lt11ration or any other Irregular• 
ity for which edministrltions may be liable in l'IIIJICt of imul'ld letters shall be lllflt immediately by telex or tele­
gram to the dispatching office of exchlngl or to the intermediate .,,,Ice. In addition, 1 formal report in the fonn 
of the annexed specimen VD 4 shall be made out. The condition In which the packing of the mail - found. shall 
be indiclted thenlin. The formal raport shall be lllflt under l'llgisttl'lld cov• to the central edmlnistrltion of the 
country to which the dispatching office of exchlngl belongs independently of the verification note, which shall 
be sent to that office immediately. A duplic:ltll of the report shill be sent It the same time either to the central 
administration to which the receiving office of excha,gt belongs or to any other controlling authority appointed 
by that administration. 

8 In the CIN of the irregularities mentioned in paragraphs 6 and 7, unlea this is impoaible fDf' 1 smed ruson, 
the big, or envelope, with the string. labels and Ind or other 11111 • well II all the inner Ind outer packets or 
bags in which th• insul'ld lettwrs and ragisttl'ld items wera enclosed u well u the packing of any damaged items 
which can be recovel'ld from the addreaee, shall be kept intact for I period of six -ks from the date of verifi· 
cation and shall be sent to the ldmlnistretion of origin if the latter 10 req~ 

9 When the mails are tr1111fflitt9d through the i""rmldilry of I carrier, the C 18, C 18bit or AV 7 delivery 
bill mentioning the imgulerities established by the lnttrmldiltll administration or administration of destination 
on taking over the· mails shall when l)Ollible be coumanigned by the carrier or his representative. The copies of 
the C 18, C 18bis or AV 7 delivery bill - the third and fourth copies of the C 18 bill provided for in article 164 
Ind the fourth Ind fifth copies of the AV 7 and C 1 Sbis bills pnwided for in article 200 - must indicate the 
reservations made with l'IIIPICt to the carrier service. Where the malls are transPOrted in containers, these reserv• 
tions shall rallte solely to the condition of the container and of Its fnttnlng and 11111. 

10 Without prajudice to the application of the provisions of paragraphs 7 and 8, the office of exchange which 
receives from I comsponding office I damaged or 1n inaifficitntly packed insured letter shall send it on after 
observing the following Nies: 
1 if it is • ffllttllr of slight dlfflllll or of partial destruction of the ••Is it is sufficient to re-seal the insured 

letter to safeguard the contents, on condition, "-er, that it is obvious that the contents are not damaged 
nor, according to I check of the weight. short. The existing -11 shall be preserved; if nec■a1rv, the insured 
letters shall be repacked, r■t■ ining the original packing • t■r • poaible; repacking may also be done by 
placing the dlffll!led letter in I big labelled Ind 1111ed with lead. In such -. it is unneceaarv to re-seal 
the damaged letter. The big label shall be marked Mt.rm ftWC llalwr die/MN endomm,,gHH (Damaged 
insured letter) Ind· show the following Information: ragilltrltion number, office of origin, ■mount of the 
insul'ld value, name and add,- of add..-, the dltt-st■mp impr■llion and the signature of the official 
who bigged th■ item; 

b If the naUI of the insuNd lener 11 such that the coniena could h■v• been removed, the office shall auto­

matlcelly open it and c:heclc the con11tnt1; the rNUlt of this check shall be given in ■ formal VD 4 report, 
1 copy of which shall be lttlChed to the insul'ld letter; the Item shall be repacked; 
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c in 111 tNa - . the -ight of the i11111rld letter on arrival and the -ight m.r l'IPldting shall be chlclted 
and noted on the cover; this nota shill be follow.ct by the words --sc.11' d'offia • - ·,. (Sealed It ... ) or 
"Rem/Jal"• .•. ,. (Repacked 1t ..• ), by an impl'lllion of the datHtamP and by the signature of the officials 
who have affixed the .. 11 or done the l'IPldting. 

11 In the - provided for in paragraphs2; 3and5, the office of origin and, when appropriate, the lllt 
intermediate office of exchlngt ffllY, in addition, be ldviad by tellgram It the expera of the ldminiltrltion 
which sends it. A telegraphic advice shall be lent wi.-r the ffllil shows obvious tr- of having bNn tampered 
with, so 1hltthe dilpnching or intermediate office may IIWlffllll!llthe mmar without delay and, where -v. 
ldvite the preceding ldminiltmion also by telegram for the continuation of the inquiry. 

12 When the lbNnce of I mail is the nt111lt of • m..t mall connnec:tlon or when it Is duly explained on the 
w1ybill, the pf'll)«ltion of a verific:ltlon note shall be ,-ry only if the mail does not l1IICh the office of 
destination by the next post. 

13 Al soon 11 1 mail which hid bNn reponad II milling to the office of origin and, where appropriate, to 
the lllt intermldlltl office arriva, 1 ~ verificltion note announcing the ..-ipt of the mail shall be sent 

to ~ off"ICII by the quickest route (air or surta.). 

14 When I l'ICliving office mponslble for chlclting I mall h• not llllt I note ,-porting irregularities of any 
kind to the office of origin and, where appropriate, to the lllt lntermediala office of exchange by the quickllt 
route (air or surta.). It shall be considered, until the c:ontnry is proved, • having l'9Clived the mall and its 
contents. The llffll -,mption shall be made in N1PCt of irngul.-itia to which no ,.,_rice hll been ffllde 
or which have been incompi.tely raported in the verification note; the llffll shall apply when the provisions 
of the ~nt article '9gll'ding the formalities 10 be fulfilled have not been obeerved. 

15 V erif"ICltion not11 and any .-lated twidencl shall be lent under 19gittel'ld cover by the quickest route 
(air or surta.). If the administration of origin hll .. Id to be llllt the articles mentioned in pengraph 8, !Na, 
together with I copy of the vtrific:ation note, may be lent by rwgistered surta. mall, unless the two ldmin­
i1tr1tion1 concerned have agrNd on their being lent by air. 

16 Verification l'IOtll shall be forwarded In -.lopes martted In bold lettan •au1wn • ~flation" (Verifi. 
cation note) . Ti- envelopes may either be pre-printed or distinguished by I stamp irnptWlion clNrly ~ 
ducing the indication. 

17 The offices to which the verification nOl9I 11'1 lent lhlll return them •promptly• rx-ible, after having 
examined them and lndic:alacl thereon 1helr ot.rYatlons, If any. If the nOl9I 11'1 not returned to the adminis­
tration of origin within I period of two months from the dam of their dilpnch, they shall be considered, until 
the contrary is prcMd, 11 duty ICC8P19d by the offices to which they were llllt. 

A"icle 166 

Miaent Items 

MIINnt Items of 111 kinds shall be redil'IC1ad to their deltil'lltion without delay by the quickest route. 
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