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eor-ttion 

Article 29 

Prepayment of lltter-pc)lt Items on boerd ship . 

Items polUld on board ship It 1he two tmninal points of 1he voyege or at any imarmediate port of call shall 
be snpaid by means of ponege namps and according to 1he - of 1he country in wh011 Wl19n 1he ship is lying. 

2 If the items are P0ltld on bowd on the hioh ••• they may bl prepaid, in th• lbtlnce of special agreement 
be~ the administrations concerned, by ..,._ of 1he P0ftllll ltafflPI and aa:ording to 1he ratllS of the country 

to which the ship appertains or is under con1nCt. 1111111 pr9Plid in this way must be handed - to the P0lt 
offica at the port of call • soon a poulble lftar 1he arrival of 1he ship. 

Article 30 

Charvt on unpaid or underpaid corr11po11d11a 

An administration of origin thet itlllf undertaka to Pf'9PaV unpaid lfflar-pon ltlffll or make up 1he ponege 
on underpaid itaml and collect ttre miaing amount from the Rnder, shall 1110 bl authorizacl to collect from the 
sender the handling charge laid down In article 24, panigraph 1, h. 

2 Where paragraph 1 is not applied, unpaid or underpaid itaml shall be liable to the special charge, payable by 
the add- or, in the c.e of returned nams, by 1he ..icier, laid ~ in article 24, paragraph 1, h. 

3 R19istwwd items and insul'ld lm.n shall bl regarded on arrival • duly prepaid. 

Article 31 

I nternetion■I reply coupons 

P01t1I administrations shall be permlttad to •II lnternetion■I reply coupons iaued by the lnnmational 
Burau and to limit their Ille in accord--=- with their in11mal legislation. 

2 Tha value of the reply coupon shall be 1.50 frMcs and 1he RIiing price fixed by the administrations con-
cerned may not be I• thin this value. 

3 Reply coupons shall bl exchangeable in any nwmblr country for one or more P0ftllll ltlmPI rep,-mng 
the minimum postege Pl'9Pl'flbil on an urngilt111ed letter llftt abroad by surfa:e mail. If 1he regulations of the 
administration of the counuy of exchange permit, ,-ply coupons shall also bl exch■ngllble for POltll stltioMry. 

When I sufficient number of reply coupons - sn-nad, ldmlniltrations shall bl required to supply the postage 

sumps ,-y for the minimum P0ltllll prepaylblt on III unregisUred letter for dilpatch by air • a surch■rved 
it•m. 

4 The administrltion of• member country may, in addition, - the right to ,.quire the reply coupons 
and the items to be prepaid in exchange for thOII reply coupons to be p,-,ud et 1he - time. 
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Convention 

Anicle32 

Exprwaitems 

In countries where the ldmininrltion parfonns the NrYice, lfflllr-l)Olt items shall , at the llllder's l'IQUflt. 

be delivered by special fflllNII09I' a IOOII a pollible lft9r their arrival at the delivery office; ~r. a rwgards 
imured letters, the edminlttrltion of destination may, when its 1WgUlation1 so provide, deliver by •xina 1n 
advice of arrival of the i11ffl and not the 111ffl italf. 

2 n- items, called "expna", shall bl IUbiect. In addition to the postage, to the special chlr9I laid down 
in erticlt 24, paragraph 1, i. This chlrga shall bl fully paid in lldv■nce. 

3 When expraa delivery involv11 special dtmlnds on the ldministmion of destination II nigards either the 
situation of the add,-', tddrea or the day or tim■ of 1rriv1I at the office of destination, the delivery of the 
item and the possible collection of an additional chlrga shall bl governed by the provisions relating to items of 
the same kind in the intlfflll 11r1ice. 

4 Exina itaim on which the total amount of the c:hargn payable in advance his not been completaly paid 
shall be delivered n ordinary mail unlea they h■ve been trNtld • axprea by the office of origin. In the latter 
event a charge shall be col llCtld on them in ICCOl"d■nce with ll'ticle 30. 

5 Administrations may confine ~- to making only one attampt at express delivery. If that attem?t 
falls, the item may bl trUt1ld II an ordinary ltlm. 

6 If the rt911lations of the edministrltions of destination Pfflllit. add,- may Ilk the delivarv office to 
deliver to them by exp,- irnmediltaly on arrival itll'III which - intandld for than. In that CIR the ldmini5' 
tration of dlltination shall be authorized to collect. on delivery, the charge that applies in its intamll ,arvice. 

Anicle 33 

Withdrew■! from the poat. Altlrltion or correction of lddr9a at the Nnder's request 

The sender of a lma,-poct .i11ffl may hlft •it wilhd•-• from the post. or have its lddNtl alUred, so long 
athei111tn: 
a his not been dllivtnd to the add-; 
b ha not been confilCll9d or dlstroy9d by the COfflP8lllllt IIUthorltits beclUII of infringement of article 36; 
c ha not btln seized by virtue of the llgislltlon of the country of destination. 

2 The requat to be made to this fff9c:t lhlll be forwwdtd by PCJ1t or by talegraph It the IXptllll of the 

Nndar who shall P1V, for nch ,.quest. the special chlrga laid down in ■rticla 24, pa-agraph 1, j , If the '1!(1Ullt is 
to be forwarded by tlltgraph, the lllldal' shall pay in addition the appropriate talagraph chlrga. If the item is 
still in the eountry of origin, the requat for withd.--1 from the post. or lltaration or corraction of address, 
shall be dealt with according to the legislation of that country. 

3 If its legislltlon permits, nch edministntion shall be bound to 1CDPt .-.qulltl for withdrew■! from the 
post or altar■tion of the lddrea in f9IPCt of any iettlr-poct itam postad in the service of other ldminittrltions. 

4 If the sender wilhas to be informed by telegraph of the action tlkan by the offlCI of destination on his 
request for withdl'IWII from the PCJ1t or altaration of the eddrea, he shall pay for this purpoaa tha relative tele
graph chlrga. If telegrams ■ra used, the talegraph charge lhlll be thlt for a reply-paid talegram, caiculltld on a 
flftNn-word baiL When telex i1 used, the talegrlph c:h■rgt to the llt'ldlr shall normally be the s■m1 amount u 
that chlrgad for forwarding the requat by telex. 

5 The c:hargn pmcribed in paragraph 2 shall be levied only once for Nc:h .-.quat for withdr■w■ I from the 
post or altlrltion of eddrea involving 11¥11111 items poltld It the 111M tlm■ , It the 111M office, by the s■m1 
llllder to the-~- . 

6 A rlQUllt for limple comc:tlon of lddrm (without alUl'ltion of the name or status of the add-I m■v 
be made direct to - office of deninatlon by the-r. that is to •v. without compliance with th■ formal ities 

and without PIVffllllt of the spacial c:hlrga sn-lbed in paragraph 2. 

7 An item shall be murned to origin by air following a requat for withi:lr-1 from the post when the lllllder 
undartlk• to pay the corre1po11dino air aurchlrga. When an item is redlrtlCllld by air following a raquat for 
altamion of add,-, the correspondiflo air aun:hlrva shall be colltlCllld from the ldch9aft and shall remain the 
property of the dalivwring ldminittrltion. 
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Article 34 

Redirection 

Convtntion 

If .,, add- changes his lddNU, letter-post Items shall be morwerded tD him fonhwith, under the 
conditions l)rllCribtd in the lntamal terYic:e, un._ the ander hes forbidden redirection by -. of a nol9 on 
the lddrea side in a language known in the country of destination. N-1helea, morwarding from one country 
to -,other shall be effec:1ld only if th• it■ml lltisfy the conditions for the further convevanca. In the - of 
redirection by air, articles 76, paqgraphs 2 to 5, of the Convwntion and 196 of the Detailed Regulations shall be 
applied. 

2 Each admini:trltion may lay down a redlr■ction period in ~ with that In force in Its intamal 
NrYice. 

3 Administrations which collect a c:harg■ for ftCIUllts for redirection in their lntamai NrYicn shall be autho-
rized to collect this s■m■ c:ha,ve in the international arvic:e. 

4 Apart from the excaptlons pnwided for in the Detailed Regulations, no additional c:harg■ may be collac11d 
for the redir■ction of lmer-post itams from country to country, H-. administrations which collect a c:harv■ 
for redirection of it■ms in their intamal ■■rviee shall be authorized tD collect 11111 llffll c:harg■ on the international 
mail rednc:tld w11hin their own countries. 

5 L■tter-pon it■ms which we redlrec:tad shall be delivered tD 1hl add,._ on payment of the c:harves 
incurred on c1apanu,., on arrival, or in coura of trlNITliaion due to redirection attar the first trlnlmiuion, with· 
out prejudice to the paymtnt of c:ustDms duty or other special c:harves which the country of destination does not 

-1. 
6 · In 1hl evwm of redirection ID ll10tlw country, the pom rntanta chlrV■, the~ to customs 
charge, the storag■ c:harv■, the commillion ctwg■, the additional axp,9a c:hlrVe and the c:harv■ for delivery of 
small pack1t1 to the adc:b-s shall be -lied. 

Anic:1135 

Undeliverable items. Retum to country of ori9in or 10 llnder 

lt■ms which It hes not pl'CMICI poalblt to dellv• to the add- for whatll¥lr ruson, shall be COl'llider9d 
es undelivffllble it■ms. 

2 Undeliverlblt Items shall be r■turned forthwi1h to the country of origin. 

3 The period of retantion for itaml held It the d~ of the addn■rn Jlf ldd,...i pone f9Stanta shall 
be fixed by the r99Uleti0111 of 1he administration of destlnltion. As a g■nerll rule, hoMver, this period may not 
exceed one month, except In particular - whent the administration of destination c:onsiden it ,-ry to 
extand It ID a maximum of two months. Retum to the country of origin lhall be efftctad within• shorter period 
if the llnder h• requestad It by a not■ on the add,- side In I I .... known in the country of destination. 

4 Undellv■rable Items of the internal arvic:e shall be redll'9Ctad abroad for r■tum to the tender only If they 
lltisfy the conditions for the further conveyanca. 

5 Posu:ards which do not bear the addre■ of the llllder shall not be r■tumtd. H_.,, regiltlrld posteards 
lh1ll 111w■vs be r■tumtd. 

6 The mum to origin of undeliverable printad papers shall not be compulsory, unlea the ander hes aked 
for their mum by muns of a nol9 on the itam in a language known in the country of destination. Regimred 
printad papen and books shall always be murned. 
7 In the --.t of ,.tum to the country of origin by air, articles n of the Cotwention and 195 of the Detailed 
Regulations shall be applied. 

8 Undeliverable 111tttr-post it■ml r■tumtd to the country of origin shall be delivered to anden according to 
the conditions laid down in ■rticla 34, paragraph 5. Such it■ml shall not give rite to the collection of any addi• 
tlonal charge, except for the exc:eptlona provided for In the Detailed Regulations. However, administrations which 

collect a charge for ,.u,m of i- in their intarnal arvic:e shell be a,thorized to collect this same charge on the 
international mail r■tumtd to th.-n. 
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Convention 

Anicle36 

Prohibitions 

I.attar-post hims which, by their pecking. may expoa officials to danger or 10il or damage other ltams or 
l)OStll equipment shall not be admitud. Metal famners Ulld for clOling itlfflS lhlll not hive sharp edges, nor 
shill they hlmper the txlCUtiOII of the postl( •rviclt. 

2 Items other 1ha'I rwgirtend Iman in I clOlld-■lope 111d ·insurad lmen may not contain coin, bank notllS, 

currency nous or -=unties of 111y kind payable to bNnr, trwellen' cheq1111, platinum, gold or silver, manu• 
facturad or not. precious stones, ;-1, and other valuable 1nicl-. 

3 Apart from the exceptions provided for in the Detailed Regulations, prirrtad papen, literltllre for the blind 
and Sffllll packets: 
a shall not bear 111y in1eription or contain any document hiving the charlCtlr of current and penonal corrlll· 

pondance; 
b shall not contain any ponage stlmP or fonn of prepayment, whether C111C111led or not, or 111y paper repre-

senting I monetary value. 

4 The in.rtion in lettar1)0Ct itams of the following 1nicles shall be prohibitad: 
• anicles which, by their nature may e111• the dlngen or d■m1ge mentioned in paragraph 1; 
b narcotics and psychotropic subltlnces; 
c live animals, except: 

bees, INChes and silk-worms: 
ii parlsim and denroyen of noxious iNeetS intanded for the control of thole inNCU and exchlllfll(I 

be-.i officially recognized institutions; 
however, the exceptions mentioned in i and ii shall not apply to insurad letters; 

d explosive, flammable or other dangerous substances; neverthelNS, the perishable biological subltlnces Ind 
radioactive aubstlnces mentioned in article 21 shall not come within this prohibition; 

e oblCene or immoral .-ticles; 
f anicles of which the importation and -:in:ulltion is prohibltad in the country of destination. 

5 Items containing M'ticles mentioned in Pll'llll'IPh 4 which hlV8 been wrongly admitllld to the post shall 
be dealt with according to the legislation of the country of the administration estlblilhlng their pmence. Lanen 
may not contain docurnenu having the charlc1ar of current and PfflOllli c:orn1po11denc:e exc:hlngad between 
penom other thin tht llflder and the lddreae or PfflOlll living with them. If the administration of the country 
of origin or datination dilc:oven th• pt'9NnCI of such documents, it shall dell with them according to its legis• 
lation. 

6 NeverthelNS, items c:ontaining articles mentioned in paragraph 4, b, d and e, shall in no circ:umuanc:as be 
forwarded to their datination, deliverad to the add,- or returned to origin. The ldmlnistrltion of destina
tion may deliver to the ldd,,_ the Pll't of the contents which is not subject to I prohibition. 

7 When en Item wrongly admitllld to the post is neither returned to origin nor deliverad to the ldd-. the 
ldmlniatrltion of origin shall be notified without deley how it ha bNn dealt with. 

8 M-er, the right of every member country shlll be reserved to deny convey-- in transit i IMc:ouvert 
over its tarritory to latter-post hims, other thal hmen and poncards, which do not utisfy the legal requirements 
governing the conditions of their publication or c:irc:ulltion in that country. Such ltams shall be returned to the . 
administration of origin. 

Anicle37 

Customs control 

The postal administrations ·of the countries of origin 111d destination shall be authorized to submit letter-post 
items to c:ultOfflS control, ac:c:ordlng to the legislation of th018 countries, and, if nec:esury, to open them officially. 

116 



Convention 

Article 38 

Prnentation to customs ch.-ge 

lt•ms submin.d to CUltol'III control in the country of origin or of destination, • the ca111 may bl, may bl sub

itc:t9d either for submi■ion to Customs and CUl1Dl'IIS clannce or for submiaion to Customs only,• 1 ponal 
charge, to the special charge laid down in article 24, paragraph 1, m. 

Article 39 

Customs duty and other fNs 

Posul administrations shell be IUthoriDd to collect from the Nndln or add- of imms, • the cae may bl, 
the customs duty and 111 other fNs which may be due. 

Article40 

lmms for delivery me of charges Ind 1-

In the •rvice ~ th011 member countries wh011 ponal administrations have notified their .-,it 
to that effact l9nden may, by IIW9111 of • p-ious d8clantion at the office.of origin, undertake to pay the whole 
of the chll'!IIII and fNs to which the itlnls 1r1 subject on delivery. So long 111n illlm 1111 not bean delivll'ld to 

the ~. the •nder may Ilk afur P0ltifl9 that the illlm be delivered free of chlrges Ind fNs. 

2 In the - provided for In paragraph 1, anden shall undertake ta.pay the amounts which may be claimed 
by the office of destination Ind, if n-,y, pay I aifficient deposit. 

3 The admini1tr1tion of origin shall collect from the ander the charge provided for in article 24, paragraph 1, n, 
which it shall rauiin • payment for services render9d in the country of origin. 

4 In the cae of I request midi afur posting. the ldministrltlon of origin shall also collect the additional 
charge llid down in ll'ticle 24, paragraph 1, n, Ii. If the request is to be forwartlld by telegraph, the sender shall 
pay in addition the •legraph ch.-ge. 

5 The administration of destination shell be ~Zld to collect on tech item the commiaion cherge laid 
down in article 24, paragraph 1, n, iii. This charge shall bl independent of that precribed in article 38. It shall 
bl colleclltd from the ander on behalf of the ldminillnltion of destination. 

6 Every ldrnin~ation may restrict to ragil19rad i- and insured ten.rs the arvice of delivery me of 
chlrgtl Ind fNs. 

Article41 

Cancellation of customs dUty and other fNs 

Postal administrations llhall undertake to - from th• -lata 1■rvic:es in their country canmlletlon o f 

CUltol'III duty and other fNs on hams returned to origin, destroyed becau9 of total damage to the contents or 
radirectld to I third country. 
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Convention 

Article 42 

Inquiries 

1 Inquiries from usen shall be en111rtained within a period of a yur from the day atur that on which the item 
-posted. 

2 Each administration shall be bound to dNI with inquiries within the lhonlllt l)Olllbl• time. 

3 Each administration shall be bound to accept inquiries relating to any it•m l)Oltld in the service of another 
adminiltrltion. 

4 Unleathuenderhaulrqdy paid thechargeforanadvice of delivery, the special charge laid cl-, In article 24, 
paragraph 1, o, may be collactad on Nell inquiry. If a request is made for trll'lll11isaion by telegraph, the telegraph 
charge for transmitting the inquiry and, when 1PPlicable, the ,-ply shall be collected in addition to the inquiry 
charge. If telegrams are ulld for the reply, the tellgraph charge shall be that for I reply-paid telegram, calculated 
on a fifteen-word basis. When talex is ulld, the telegr,epl\ charge to the sender shall normally be the - amount 
as that charged for forw.-ding the inquiry by telex. 

5 If the inquiry relates to several itlll'IIS posud It th• - time at the - offic:11 by the urn■ lllllder .and 
addreaed to the same add-. only one charge 111111 be collected. H-er, in the c:aN of l1lgilter■d items or 
i111Ured lettan which had, at the Rflder's request. ·to be forwarded by dlfflnnt routes, a al)ll'lte charge shall be 
collected for each of the rout9I 1111d. 

6 If the inquiry ha been oc:caioned by I aervice ffl'or, the special charge merred to in paragraph 4·shall be 
refunded by the administration which collected It; "-• in no c:aN may this charge be demanded from the 
administration which is mporisible for paying thl indemnity. 

Chapter II 

Registered items and insured letters 

Article 43 

Admiaion at regilltenld lmlln 

1 The lttter-PQlt items specified In article 18 may be l■llt es regilltenld items. 

2 A ra»ipt shall be handell owr frN of charge to the lllldlr at • registered item It the time of posting. 

3 If the in11trn1I legislation at thl c:oumries of origin and at destination allows, registered lmers in clolld 
envelopes may contain coin, bank notn, currency notn or NCUrities at any kind paylble to bearer, travellen' 
cheques, platinum, gold or silver. manuflc:1ured or nat. precious atones, jeMls and other valuable articles. 

Article 44 

Charges on registered Iman 

The charge on regiflarad i- shall be peld In...,.,__ It shall be made up of : 

I the poltlg■ charpt, -,ding to the CltllgorV at item; 
b the fixed registration charge laid dawn in article 24, paragraph 1, p. 

2 In ca.s when exceptional NCUritv me-..m .. r9quired, administrations may collect the special charges 
provided for in article 24. paragraph 1, p, -

3 Postal administrations prepered to CCMII' rilks of force majwre shall be authorized to collect the special 
charge laid down in lrticle 24, paragraph 1·, r_ 
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Convention 

A"icle46 

Admiuion of insured letten 

Letten containing .airitin, valuable documems or erticles end called "insured lenwn" may be exchanged 
with insurance of the comanu for the value dtcl1red by the sender. This exchange shall be restrictlld to those 
member countries wh01t l)Oltai ■dministrations have dect.ed their willingMU to admit such items, whither 
reciprocally or In one direction only. 

2 A receipt lhlll bl handed over ht of charge tq the llfldtr of III insured lttUr It the time of posting. 

3 Admini1tr1tion1 shall tlkt the ._ry fflNIUrn to providt, 11 fir • l)Ollible, the insured letter 11rvice 
It every office in their countries. 

A"icle46 

I 11111red letten. I n,ured value 

1· In principle, the amount of the insured value lhlll be unlimited. 

2 Neverthelta, every ldminiltrltlon mey limit the insured value, 10 far as It is coucemed, to an amount 
which may not be 1 .. ·th1n 5000 fr■ncs, or to the IIIIOUnt adopted in its int9mll 11rvice if that lfflOUnt is lea 
than 5000 frlncl. 

3 In the 11rvice ~n countries which have ldoptad diffffent maxima, the IOW9r limit shall be obllrved by 
both. 

4 The insured value may not exceed the ■ciuel value of the con1ams of the item, but it shell be permissible 
to insure only P■" of thlt value; the 11110unt of the insurance for pepen wh01t value midis in the COit of their 
prep■rltion may not exceed the COit of replacing the documents in CIN of 101&. 

5 Fraudulent insurance for a v■lue gr■--r th■n the actual v1lue of the confflltl of an item shall be liable to 
the 11911 proceedings PJ'?ICribed by the ltgillltion of the country of origin. 

Article 47 

Charges on insured letten 

The c:hlrgl on insured ltttlln lhlll bl paid In ldv11101. It shall bl made up of: 
a the ordil'lll'Y poNge ch1rg1; 
b the fixed registration c:hlrgl t.id down in article 24, paqgraph 1, p; 
c the ;...,,_ ch-. laid down in article 24, paragraph 1, q. 

2 In - wtllf'I exceptional NCUrlty muiurn - rwquired, ldminiltrfli0111 may collect the special charge 
provided for in article 24, paragraph 1, p, colurm 3, ii. 
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Convention 

Article 48 

Advice of delivery 

The sender of a registltl'9d item or in.,red lltlar may apply for an advice of dtlivary on peymem tt the time 
of posting of the chargt·leid down in article 24, paragraph 1, s. This advice of dellwery lhtll be rewmtd to him by 
the quickest routa (air or .,rf-1. 

2 When the lllldtr inquires about an advice of delivery which ht has not rec.ivad within a normal period, 
neither a IICOl1d charvt .- the charge pmcribtd in trticle 42 for inquiries shall be colltctad. 

Article 49 

Delivery to the add,._ in person 

In the 11rvice bttMtn th011 adminiltmions which have given their COflleflt, ~ iUtmS and insured 
letters shall, at the eendtr's requen, be delivered to the _add.,_ in person. Administrations may egree to allow 
this option only for regirttred itams and i11111red lmars accompanied by an advice of delivery. In both ClleS, the 
11nder shall pay the special chlf98 laid down in article 24, paragraph 1 , t. 

2 Administrationa shall meke a IICOl1d lttllfflpt to deliver such i11m1 only If there is a prtalfflPtion that it will 
be succeaful. 

Chap,er Ill 

Liability 

Article 50 

Principle and extent of liability of postal administrations. Registarad ittms 

1 Postal adminiltmions shall be liable only for the loa of registered 1-. Their liability shall be • binding 

for iUlfflS com,ey.ct • cMcouvert • for thol9 forwwded in cload malls. 

2 Total theft of or total dlffll!III to the conten1S of l"l!listared itaml shall be eqult9d with the loa thereof. 
provided that the packing - recognized • .,fflc:ient to guarantae the comam:s efflc:tively egalnn accidental 
risks of theft or dlffll9II and that the Irregularities in quastlon Mre established before delivery of the item -
taken by the add-. or by the sender in the C1N of mum to origin. 

3 Administrations may undertake to cower ailo risks which may arise from a CIN of force mejeure. They shell 
then be liable towllds lllldtrs of itaml posted In their country for any ioa due to a CIN of force mejeure occur
ring at any time during tremmiaion of the itlml, including redirection or mum to origin. 

4 If I regimred letter is lost. the sender shall be entitled to an indemnity the amount of which shall be fixed 
at 60 francs per item. This amount may be ralttd to 300 francs for each special beg of prlnud papers such • are 
mentioned in article 19, paragraph 8, 11nt registered. 

5 Thi 11ndltr may waive this right in favour of the add-. The llnder or the add.,_ may authorize a 
third person to ..-iv, the indemnity If internal legislation allows this. 

6 Notwithstanding paragraph 4, the add,_ shall be entitled to the indemnity aft9r taking delivery of a 
totally rifled or totally damaged item. He may waive his rights in favour of the 11ndtr. 

7 The admininntion of origin shall h- the option of paying llnders In Its country the indemnities prescribed 
by its internal legislation for registered Items, provlc:ltd that they are not lower than thol9 laid down in para• 
graph 4. HOWl'llr, the amounts laid down in paragraph 4 shall remain applicable: 

in the .vent of_,_ against the administration liable; 
ii if the llndlr waiv• his rights In favour of the add,-. 
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Anicle51 

Principle and extent of liability of ponal administrations. Insured tenars 

Postal administrations shall be tiabi. for the 1011 of, theft from or dlffllOII to insured letters, exctPt • 
provided for In anicle 53. Their liability shall be • binding for letters conveyld i cUcouwert as for thole for• 
wardld in clOlld malls. 

2 Administrations may undertake to eovtr also risks which may ■ri• from a c:ae of forct maj-,re. Thtv 
shall thtn bt liable tOWll'ds Nndtn of letters ll(lltld in their country for any 1011, theft or damage dut to a c■N 
of force maj-,re occurring at l!lfV timt during tr■nlffliaion of tht i1Bms, including rldiraction or retum to origin. 

3 The sender shall bt tntitltd to an lndtmnlty corrttponding. in principle, to the a:uial amount of tht loss, 
theft or damage; indirect IDII or loa of profits shall not bt taken into consideration. H_,,er, this indemnity 
may in no cae txcetd the amount of the insured v■lut in gold francs. In cae of rediraction or retUm to origin by 
surf- of an insured air letter, liability shall bt limited, for tht NCOnd journey, to that applicable to items ant 
by that route. 

4 Notwithstanding paragraph 3, tht add,._ shall bt tntitlld to tht indemnity aftar delivery of a rifted or 
damaged insura:I ltttar. 

5 The indamnity shall bt calculated according to tht current price, convertld into gold francs. of anic:lts of 
valut of tht Amt kind, at tht pica and timt at which they were acceptlld for conveyance; failing a current price, 
the indtmnity shall be calculated according to the ordinary vllut of ertic:lts whOlt value is ..-cl on the -
ban. 

. 6 When an indtmnlty is dut for tht loa, total theft or total damage of an insura:l lmer, tht 1911dtr, or, by 
application of paragraph 4, the ~ . shall alto be entitled to l'tPIVffltnt of the c:hargts and feft paid, with 
the exception of tht insuranc:t charge which shall be rttainld in every cae by the administration of origin. 

7 The sender mey -ive his rights a prtlCribtd in paragraph 3 in favour of tht add.--. C--ly, the 
add..- may waivt his rights as prtlCribtd in paragraph 4 in favour of the sender. The sender or tht add,.... 
may authorize a third party to ,-ivt the indtmnity if internal legislation allows this. 

Anicle 52 

Non-liability of postal administrations. Ragistared iteml 

Postal administrations shall - to be liable for registered itllms which they have deliverld according either 
to the conditions laid dawn in their n,gulations for items of the Amt kind or to thole Nt out in article 11, para
graph 3. 

2 They shall not be liable: 
for tht IOII of registered ltllms: 
a in - of forct mejture. The adminlitration in whoa service tht loa occurred shall decide, accord• 

ing to the laws of its country. whether the loa is due to circumnanc:es amounting to a cae of force 
majture; theN circumstancn shall be communicatlld to tht administration of the country of origin 
If the latter administration 111· requtlts. Nftfflhtl-. the administration of the dispatching country 
shall still be liablt If it ha undertaken to cover risks of force majeure (article 44, paragraph 3); 

b when they cannot account for i- owinv to the deltruc:tion of official records by force majeure, 

provided that proof of thtir liability has not betn otherwilt productd; 
c when the ltnder h• made no inquiry within tht period precribld in article 42, paragraph 1; 
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ii for registerld items which, • notified by the ldmininration of the country of destination, have been 
detained or •ind under the legislation of that country; 

iii for registered i19ffll confilCalad or denro-,.d by the compe1ant authority In the - of items whOl9 con-
tents fall within the prohibitions specified in article 36, paragraphs 2, 3, b, and 4 ; 

iv for reigiltlnid itaml which have suffered damage arising from the natUre of the contents of the itllm. 

3 Postal administrations shall acapt no liability for CUltOffll declarations in whauv,r form thne - made, 
nor for decisions taken by the Customs in accordance with article 36, paragraph 4, f, on examination of letter• 
post items submittlld to customs control. 

Anicle 53 

Non-liability of postal administrations. lnsunid lettan 

Postal adminiltratlons shall - to be liable for insured lettan which they have delivered according either 
to the conditions laid down in their lntwnal r9gUaitions for items of the Mint kind, or th«. set out in anicle 11 , 
paragraph 3; liability shall, h-, be maintained: 
1 when theft or damage is dilconrad either beforw dllivtNV or It the time of delivery of the ltllm or when, 

internal legillation permitting, 1he ~. or the alder if it ii returned to origin, maka ....,,,ations in 
taking delivery of a rifled or da'lll9l(I itllm; 

b when th• add.,_. or, in the - of mum to origin, the sender, although having given a proper dilc:harge, 
notifies th• delivery administration without delay that hi ha found d1111ag1 and fumisha proof that the 
theft or damage did not occur after dlliYlf'V. 

2 Postal admininrations shall not be liable: 
for the loss, theft or damage of insured lettan: 
a in c:aa of force majeure. Thi administration in whml llfYic:e the loa, theft or damage occurred shall 

decide according to the laws of its country, whither the loss, theft or damage - due to c lrcum• 
1t111C1S amounting to force majeure; thlN circumstanc:es shall be c:orM1unic:ated to the administration 
of th• country of origin, If the letter administration 10 rwquatS. Nevlt'thel111, the administration of 
the ditpau:hing country shall still beliabll if ithaundlrtakttntoCOYll'ritklofton:emajeure t1nicl147, 
paragraph 1, cl; 

b when they cannot account for iUffll owing to the ct.truc:tion of official 1'9COrdl by force majeure 
provided that proof of their liability ha not been othelwi• producad; 

c when the damage ha been CMllld by the fault or nagliglnca of the sander or arises from the natUre of 
tM contents of the itllm; 

d in the c■se of itaml wholl contents fall within the prohibitions 1P11Cifi«I in anicle 36, paragraph 4, in 
10 far • ti- i1ams have been co11fltcatad or dlltro-,.d by the COffll)ftWnt authority becau• of their 
contents; 

e in the caa of ltlffll which h- been fraudulently insul'ld for a sum gru19r than the actual value of 
the comana; 
when the sender h• made no Inquiry within one yur from the day after that on which the item -
poaad; 

ii for insured latten •izad under the legislation of the country of destination; 
iii in the caa of IN or air conwey■nc1 when they have made it known that they are unable to ■c:c9Pt liability 

for insunid letten on board the ships or aircraft utad by them; they. IIIYlrtheless, shall -,me in respect of 
the transit of insured llt19r1 in dOlld mails the liability which is laid down for registered itlffll. 

3 Postal administrations shall ■ccapt no liability for CUltoffll dtclarations, in whauver form thlll are made, 
nor for decisions taken by the.Customs on mcarninmon of items .submin.d to custam1 control. 
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Article 54 

Sender's lilbility 

Convention 

The sender of I letter-poet item ·shell bl liable, within the - limits• administrations themselves, for 
mv demaga CIUNd to other IIOIUI Items • 1 l'ftlllt of the ditpn:h of ll'ticles not acceptable for COIIVIV■nce or 
by the nmH!blervm of the condtions of 1001Pta101, provided there has been no fault or 1"119li119nce on the part 
of adminimatiON or carriers. 

2 The eccapta,101 by the office of l)Olting of such an item shall not relifte the sender of his liability. 

3 An adminirtmion which finds dlfflllll thet is due to the fault of the sender shall inform the adminiltl'ltion 
of origin, whose mponsibillty it is to take ection epinst the llllder where approprim. 

Article 55 

Determinetion of liability 1>1-.i PCJIUI adminimations. Registered items 

Until the contrary is pr0¥1ld, liability for the loa of e regil19rad it911'1 shall rest with the PCJIUI ldminisn
tion which, having received it without comment and being fumishld with all the pl'IICribld mans of inquiry, 
cannot prove either delivery to the add- or, where appropriffl, comet tr-1er to another adminirtmion. 

2 Until the contrll'V is proved, and subject to paragraph 3, an inttlfflldia administration or admlnimltlon 
of destinetion shall bl relieved of all liability: 
a when it h• oblerved article 4 and the provisions for inspection of malls and fflablishment of irregularities; 
b when it can prove thet it - not informed of the inquiry until after the deltruc:tion of the officiel l'9COl'dl 

reieting to the it9ffl in question, the period of reuntion prescribed in M'ticle 107 of the Detailed Regul• 
tions having expired; this .... rvltion shall not prejudice the rights of the applicant; 

c when, in the caa of individual entry of regiltllnld !tams, comet dellvery of the lost item cannot bl proved 
bcaull the administration of origin did not observe anic:le 157, paragraph 1, of the Detailed Regulations 
conceming the detailed envy of reigmred itllms on the C 12 letulr bill 04' on the C 13 special lists. 

3 If, however, the loa oc:cun in cou,. of conveyance without it being l)Ollible to lltablish in which country's 
territMV °" •rvice it happened, the ldminiltrltlOM co,w 111d wll bar the loa aqually. 

4 When a r19isteNd it9ffl h• bNrl lost owing to force mejeure, the administration in whose territMV or -· 
vice the lo• occurred shall not bl liable to the dlspnching edminlltnltion uni- the two countries undertake to 
cover risks of force majeure. 

5 Cunoms duty and other 19m of which It has not been poaible to acure -i11tion shall bl borne by the 
administrations liable for the loa. 

6 An administration which has paid the indemnity shall take over the rights, up to the emount of the indem
nity, of the penon who has received it in any ection which may be taken epinst the add-, the Nnder or 
third pertil$. 

Article 56 

Determination of lilbillty batwNn IIOIUI administrations. Insured letters 

1 Until the convwv 11 _.:I, liability llhall NISt with the pos1III admini1tr11tion which, having ,_ived the 

item without comment and being fumished with all the pmcrlbld means of inquiry, cannot prove either delivllf'V 
to the add,- or, where appropria, comc:t tr-19r to another administration. 

123 



Convantion 

2 Until the contrary ii prowed, and subject to paragraphs 5 , 8 and 9, an intermediate administration or aclmin-
istration of destination shall be rwlieved of all liability: 
• when it ha obllrwd the provisions of artic:11 1116 of the Detailed Regulations, on individual illlPICtlon of 

insurwd let1ffl; 
b when it can prove that it - not infoffllld of the inquiry until after the destruction of the official rwcords 

relating to the item in question, the period of mantion preacribld in article 107 of the Detailed Regut.
tions having expirwd; this ,_,,,ation lhall not prwjudic:e the rights of the applicant. 

3 When the loa, theft or damage occurs in the lll'Vic:e of an air carrier, the administration of 1he country 
which collects the canvey111C1 ~ in ~ with article 82, paragraph 1, lhall rwimbune the administration 
of origin for the indemnity paid to the sender, subject to paragraph 6 of this article. It shall be for the former 
administration to _., this -m from the air carrier in question. Wherw the administration of origin settles 

the convey.- d1111 dlrwct with the air carrier in vin:ue of anicle 82, paragraph 2, it shall iuelf INk rwimbu,... 
ment of the indemnity from the air carrier. 

4 Until the comrarv is proved, an administration which ha forwarded an insurwd letter to another adminis• 
tration shall be rwlieved of all liability if the office of exc:hanga to which the Item ha been consigned ha not sent 
to the dispatching administration, by the fim available mail attar inspection, • rwpon stating either that the 
whole packet of ina,rwd articles or the particular item ii milling or ha been tampered with. 

5 If the loa, theft, or d■maoe oa:urs in COUIW of co,wey.- without it being possible to esuiblish in which 
country's territory or lll'Vic:e it happened, the administrations COlatned shall bear the loa equally: If, "-er, 
the theft or damage ha blln tlltlblithed in the countrv of destination or, in the CIA of ratum to sander, in the 
coumry of origin, It shall be for the administration of that coumry to prove: 
a that neither the packet, envelope or bag and hs f-ing, nor the wrapping and fastening of the item bore 

any apparent trse of theft or d■maoe; 
b that the Might tlltlblilhed at the time of posting ha not vwied. 
When such proof ha been furnished by the administration of destination or of origin, • the CIN may be, none of 
the other administrations c:onc:emed may rwpudim hs sh.- of liability on grounds that It handed - the item 
without the next adminil1tation having made any objection. 

6 The liability of an administration ~ other administrations shall in no CIA eXCNd the maximum 
inaired value that it ha adoplad. 

7 When an i111Urwd letter ha been IOlt, rifled or dlllllOld • the ,_.It of force majeure, the administration in 
whou 1arritorial jurildiction or lll'Vices the loa, theft or damage oc:currwd shall not be liable to the administr• 
tion of origin un.._ the twO administntionl undenlke to cower rilks of force majeure. 

8 If the loll, theft or damage oa:urs in the 1arritory or lll'Vice of an intlll'IMdlm administration which don 
not provide the illlUrwd let1ffl 1■rvic:e or which hes adopted a maximum 1-r than theanount of the loa, the 
administration of origin shall bear the loa not covered by the intermedim administration under peragraph 6 of 
this article. 

9 The rule laid dawn in paragraph 8 lhall al10 apply in caN of - or air conveyance if the loa, theft or 
damage oa:urs In the lll'Vic:e of ., administration which does not ~t liability (article 53, paragraph 2, iill. 

10 Customs duty and other fNs of which It hes not been poaible to aa,re cancellation shall be borne by the 
administrations liable for the loa, theft or damage. 

11 An administration which h• peid the indemnity shall take over the rights, up to the amount of the indem
nity, of the pmon who ha ..-lved It in lffV action which may be taken against the add,-, the sender or 
third parties. 

Article 57 

Payment of indemnity 

1 Subject to the right of ,_,,. against the administration which is liable, the obligation to pay the indem· 
nity shall rest either with the edmtniflretion of origin or, in the - mentioned in artic:lt 50, paragraph 5, and 
in article 51, paragraph 7, with the administration of destination. 
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2 · This payment shall bl made as soon as poaible and, It the la18St. within a period of six months from the 
day following the day of inquiry. 

3 Whan the administration rnponsible for the payment does not undenake to cover rilks of force majeure 
and when, It the end of the period precribed in paragraph 2, the question of whither the loes is due to such 
cau• ha not been decided, It may, exceptionally, ~e payment of the indemnity for another six months. 

4 The administration of origin or destination, • the caa may bl, shell bl IU1horind to indemnify the ri9ht· 
ful claimant on behalf of the administration which, having pertic:ipatad In the convey._ and having been duly 
informed, ha allowed five months to paa: 

without finally lfflling the mattar, or 
without informing the administration of origin or dlnillltion, • 1hl caa may be, thlt the loa appNrld to 
be due to a - of form majeure, or that the iwm had been detained, conf.-.cl or destroyed by the -
peient authority blclUsl of the nature of 111 con11nu or seized under the legisletion of tha country of 
destination. 

Article 58 

Reimbursing the administration which paid the indemnity 

The administration which is liable or on behalf of which payment is made In accordancl with article 57 
shall be bound to reimburw the administration which paid the indemnity, and which is called the paying admin
istration, the amount of indemnity paid to the rightful claimant within the limi11 of article 50, paragraph 4 ; this 
payment shall bl made within four months of the dl1I of disptteh of the notice of payment. 

2 If the indemnity is due to be borne by -era1 administrations in accordlncl with articles 55 and 58, the 
whole of the indemnity shall be paid to the paying administration, within the period mentioned In paragraph 1, 
by the first administretion which, having duly ..-ivld the itam claimed for, is unlbM to pl'OVI 111 comet trtnsflr 
to the next wrvicl. It lhall mt with this administration to l'9CCMII' from the other administrltions which are liable, 
each 0111'1 shire of the inQl!Mity paid to the rightful c:laimlnt. 

3 Thi administrations of origin and destination may 111n11 that the whole of the loa shall bl borne by the 
administration which his to make the payment to the rightful claimant. 

4 Reimburwrnent of the creditor administration shall bl made in ICCOl'd._ with the rules for payment laid 
down in article 12. 

5 When liability ha been admitted, • well • in the CIN provided for in .-tic:11 57, paragraph 4, the amount 
of the indemnity may 1110 bl automaticllly recovered from the ldmlniltrltion which is liable through any 
liquidation M:COUnt, eiiher direct or through tha intlrmedlary of an administn1tion which regularly draws up 
liquidation accoun11 with the admlniltrltion which is liable. 

6 lmmedi111ly after paying the indemnity, the paying administration shall communicate to the administr• 
tion which is liable the dl1I and the -,,it of payment made. If, one yur after the dlUt of dispatch of authori
zation to pay the indllmity, the paying administration ha not communicated the dl1I and amount of payment 
or debltld the account of the administretion which is liable, the authorization shall be considered null and void, 
and the administration which rec:aived It shall no longer bl entitled to claim reimbu..-nt of any indemnity 
paid. 

7 The ldminiltrltion whow liability ia duly lltlblilhed and which ha It first declined to pay the indemnity 
shall -.ime all additional COltl resulting from the unwarranud delay in payment. 

8 Administrations may· ag,w to lfflle periodically for the indlmniti11 which they have paid to the rightful 
dlirnanta and which they have aocepted • justified. 
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Article 59 

Poaible recovery of the indemnity from the Ml'ldlr or the add,_ 

1 If, aftltr payment of the Indemnity, a .....-,.CS ham or an i11111r9d i.ttar or pan of that ham or lettar 
previoualy considerad • lost is found, the Nl1der or, where lN"tlcle 50, paragraphs 5 and 6, and artic:1151, par.
graph 7, apply, tht add- shall bt ldvilld that the itam is btlng htld It his dispoul for a period of thnNt 
months on 1'8P1Yment of the lfflOUnt of tht lndttmity paid. At the - timt ht shall bt llktd to whom the 
ham is to bt dtlivtncl. In the event of refusal or failurw to 1'91)1Y within the l)relCl'ibed Ptriod. tht ume approach 
lhlll bt made to th• add,_ or the ltlldtr • the - may bt. 

2 If the stndtr or the add,_ takes deliv«y of tht i1an flllinlt repayment of tht lll'IOUnt of tht indem
nity, that sum lhlll bt refunded to the administration or, where eppropri-, administrations which bore the 
loss, within ont year of the d- of such repayment. 

3 If the sender and the add- nifule to t.lke delivery of the ium, it shall INlcomt tht property of the 
administration or, where appropriata, administrations which bore tht IOG. 

4 When proof of dtliverv is supplied after tht period of five months laid down in trticle 57, paragraph 4, the 
indemnity paid shall continue to bt borne by tht intermtdilt8 ldministrttion or administration of dtstinttion 
if the sum paid cannot, for any niason, bt recov.-td from tht stndtr. 

5 In the CIR of subtlquent dilcovtry of an ina,Nd i.ttar tht con1ams of which.,. found to bt of lea value 
than the amount of tht indemnity paid, tht llndtr shall NPIY tht amoum of this indlmnity lglintt rttum of 
tht ittm, without prejudice to the conaqwnces of fraudulent i11111ranoe • mentioned in artic:lt 46, peregraph 5. 

Chapter IV 

Allocation of charges. Transit charges and terminal dta 

Anicle80 

Allocation of c:hlrges 

Except where othtrwile providtd by the Convention and the AgrMments, uch postal administration shall retain 
the c:hlrges which it ha collac:tad. 

Articlt 81 

Transit c:hlr1les 

Subject to anicle 83, clOl8d malls txehlnged betwNn two tdmininratlons or ~n two offices of the 
- country by me- of the ltrYices of one or more other administrations lthird peny llfYices) shall bt subject 
to the tra'llit c:hlrges indicattd in the table btlow, paylblt to uch of tht countries which are crossed or whose 
llfYices take pan in tht OOllftYlrlCI. n- c:hlrges shall bt payable by the administration of the country of origin 
of the mail. 
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i ~ 11'-.ct by lend ex,--1 In ldl--

U!> to 300 1cm . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • • • . • • . . . . • • • . . . • . . . . • . • . 
Abow 300 1111 10 600 . . . . . . . • • • . . . • . . . . • • • . • . . . . • . • , • , , • . , , • . , , 

800 1000 . .•... •• •. • .... • .• •• . . • . .• • .• .• .•.• •• •. •. . 
1000 1600 . .. •••••.• • . •. •• , .. .•.• . , • •• ••• • , •. , .• • .• . 
1600 2000 .•••• • •••• . .••. . •• . , •..• . •• , , • • • •• • • ••. •.• 
2000 2!iOO •• • • ••• ••••• •• ••• • •• ••• • • • •••• • •• • •••• ••• • 
2600 3000 • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • 
3000 3800 ..•. .. • . . . ..••. .• • ...•... . •.. . •. ••... . . .. . 
3800 4800 . •. .. . . . . •••...••••.•.••.••• • . • •• .. • .. •..• 
4800 5500 ••. .. .••••• • . • •• . . ••• • ••. • ••••• .. ...••.• . . 
5500 8600 . . • . • • • • • . . . • . • • • • . • . . • . • • . • • . • . • . . . • • • . • . 
8600 7IIOO • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • 
71500 for •ctuddltiOIIIII 1000 1cm . • • • . • . • . . . . • • . • • . • • • • • • • . . . . . . • . 

I Ex..-ci in - mila 

Up to 300 111U11c11 mila • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
AbcM 300 up 10 800 . . . . . . . . . . 

800 1000 . ..• • .• • •• 
1000 11500 ...•.. . . • • 
1600 2000 •. .. . .• • •• 
2000 2!i00 • • • •. .•. .. 
2!100 3000 ........ .. 
3000 3liOO .... .. .. .. 
3900 4000 ..... . .. .. 
4000 5000 .... ... .. . 
!5000 8000 .... ... .. . 
8000 7000 .. .....•. • 
7000 8000 .. .... .. .. 
8000for-ldditiOlllll 1000n.m. 

b Ex,--lin ldl-- ■tw~ 
an 11w bail of 1 -,tlcal mlle • 1.8&2 1cm 

Up to 18111cm . • . . • . . . • • • • • • . • • . • • 
AbcM 11111 up 10 1 111 • . • • • . • . 

1111 1852 • . • • •• .• 
1852 2778 .. ..... . 
2778 3704 .. .... .. 
3704 4830 ...... .. 
4830 51556 ... .. .. . 
55lill 8482 .. . ... .. 
8482 7408 •••••• • • 
7408 9280 .. .... .. 
9280 11112 ••.. • ... 

11112 12984 . • ..•.• . 
12 984 14 818 . .•• . •. . 
14 818 for - ~Ilana 1852 1cm 

Convention 

a,_,,.perkg .... 
2 

. fr 

0.25 
D.39 
11.53 
0.70 
a.a 
I.CM 
1.20 
1.40 
1.114 
1.89 
:Z.Ui 
2.42 
0.24 

O.MI 
0.54 
0.88 
o.n 
0.87 
0.95 
1.03 
1.10 
1.17 
1.25 
1.38 
1.48 
1.156 
0.07 

2 When a country giv11 Plfflliaion for its territory to be crOMd by • foreign transport NrVice without the 
participation of i1I NrVic:es .in accordance with Mtlcle 3, mall 1hus forwarded shall not be 111bject to trlllllt 
chargn. 

3 In the lblance of special agreement di1'9Ct - conveyance i.-n two coumries by the ships of one of 
them shall be regerded a a third pa-ty IMVic:e. 

4 The distancas uNCI to deimni1111 the tral'llit charges according to the table in paragraph 1 shall be taken 
from the "List of kil-tric distances 19llting to land -=ton of mails in trll1Sit'' provided for in article 111, para
graph 2, c, of the Deulled Regulltiom, • regards disuncm traverud by land, and from the "List of shipping 
lines" provided for in article 111, paragrapti2,d, of the D■tllled Regulations,• regards di~ travened by-. 

5 Sea tr-it shall begin when the mails a,. deposilad on the quay serving the ship in the port of departure 
and shall end when they .,. delivered on the.quay of the pan of destination. 

6 For the payment of transit charges, miaent mails shell be c:onsidered to have followed their normal route; 
CDnllqUtntly, ldministretionl concemed in the conveyance of such mails shall not be entitled on that account 
to demand a peyment from the dlspau:hing administrltiom, but the llttar shall l9ffllin liable for the appropriate 
trllllit charges to the countries wh011 .vices they normally u•. 

7 N- malls lltlblishing a connection betwNn two administrations for the fim time and created during the 
triennial period COVll9d by the statistics shall be IUbjec:t to ~it ctwv■a only from the date on which the first 
mail i1 made up. For mails made up before the start of the statistical operations, the tramit country shall, in pra
pering the account. deduct the tima ~n the starting date of the triennial period and tile date on which the 
first mail - ffllcle up. For mails mid■ up after the Ppiry of tile statiltical period, the tranlit charges due up to 
the end of the triennial period shall be calculaad, by ~ be-.. the administrations on the basis e ither 
of the ICtUII wwights or of the muhl of the following statistical count. The administrations of origin shall infonn 
the administratioM of transit of the dal9 on which thea 1111W malls - creaud. 
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Article 62 

Terminal dues 

Subject to article 63, each administration which, In its exchangn by air and surf- means with another 
administration, r-ives a l11'91f quantity of letter-mail itlffll than it sends shall have the right to collect from 
the dispatching administration, as compensation, a payment for the cosu it incun for the excess international 
mail remived. 

2 The payment provided for in paragraph 1, per kilogramme of mall remived in excea, shall bl: 
a 5.50 gold francs for LC and AO itlffll (excluding 1tle prin1ad papers sent by special bags refemd to in 

article 18, paragraph 81; · 
b 1.50 gold francs for the prin1ad papen sent by special bags CM bags) referred to in article 19, paragraph 8. 

3 Any administration may waive wholly or in part the payment provided for in paragraph 1. 

4 Article 61, paragraph 7, shall apply by analogy to terminal dues. 

Article 83 
Exemption from trllllit charges and terminal dues 

Items exempted from postal d\arvlS under articl• 15 to 17, as wall • dispatches of empty mailbags, shall be 
exemp1ad from land and Ml transit charges and from IUrfM»-ffllil terminal dues. Dispatches of empty mailbags 
shall also be exempted from airmail terminal dues. 

Article 64 

Extraordinary 11n1ica 

The transit charges specified in article 61 shall not bl applicable to convey.,_ by extraordinary •rvm specially 
IStlblilhed or maintained by a postal ldministmion at the request of one or more other administrations. Thi 
conditions of this clas of conveyance shall bl regulated by mu~ -nt ~ the administrations con
cerned. 

Article 65 

Accounting for transit charges and terminal dues 

G-ral accounting for transit charges and 11.1rf..mail terminal d1111, including those relating to 111~ 

mail conveyed by air, shall take pl- annually on the bail of statistical returns taken once 1¥11'\' three veers. over 
a period of 14 days. This period lhlll be ex19nded to 28 days for mails made up I• than five times a WIik or 
handled less thin five times a WIik by the 11rvica of one and the - inttrmldiltl country. Detailed Regula
tions shall fix the incidtncl of the statistics and the duration of their application. 

2 The administrations concerned may 80l'N 1tlat ILi~ mail conveyed by air shall not be included In the 
above-mentioned statiltic:a but 111111 bl accoumad for on the basis of Its actual waight or In IOl!'NI other way. They 
may also agrw that accounting for IU~il transit charvn and terminal dues lhall bl done on the balis of 
the actual waight or on some othar basis. 

3 Terminal dUII for airmail correspondence, and, where there is agremnent bltwatn administrations. for 
comtPOndence illlll'tld in IU~ meils conveyed by air, shall be calculated accon:tlng to the actual weights. 

Administrations may, howwer, agree to apply in their mu1Ulf relations a simplified statistical method for deter• 
mining IUCh dues. 
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4 When the annual balance ~ \WO administrations does not exCNd 25 fl'IIICI for transit charges, the 
debtor administration shill be exemptlld from any payment. The debtor administration shall be exemptlld tram 
payment of tenninal dues If the dlfferenoe in weight i.-n the mail tent and ..-ived don not exCMd 100 kilo
grammes annually, separmly by 111~ and air. 

5 By agiwnent i:.- the administrations cocamed, IP9Cial mails may be exempted tram the ordinary 
statistical operations. The accounu may be made up ·on the basis of the ttve weight. whether thole mails are 
dispatched or not during the ltltistical period. 

8 Every administration shall be a1thorized to 111bmit for the consideration of I committee of arbitrators the 
re111la of ltltiltiCI which in 1111 Ol)inion dlffwr 1DO much from rality. The arbitration shall be arranged II laid 
down in article 127 of the 0-.1 Regulation&. 

7 The ll'bitmors shall be ~Id to fix in a fair and l"NIOlllble manner the transit cha'glS or terminal 
dun to be paid. 

Article 66 

Exchange of cload mails with military uni11 placed at the dilpoMI of the United Nations and with -rlhiPI or 
military ain:raft 

Cload mails may be exchanged baiwMn the post offices of any member country and the commanding 
offlcers of military unia placed at the dilpoul ·of the United Nations, and between the commanding officer of 
one of th011 miliury units and th• commanding officer of another military unit pl.-! at the dilpoul of the 
United Nations. through ma intennediar:Y of the land, NI or air _,,ices of other countries. 

2 CIONC! mails may also be exchangld batwNn the PCllt offices of flffY member country and the commanding 
officers of naval or air units or ~ips or military lirc:rlft of the - eountry stationed abroad, or between the 
commanding officlr of one of thoa navel or air uni11 or of any of thoa werlhips or military ain:raft and the 
commanding officer of anoth• unit or of another warship or military ain:reft of the - country. through the 
intermediary of the land, •a or air _,,ices of othll' countries. 

3 Letter-post iums encload in the malls rwferred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be confined to Items addreaed 
to or sent by members of military units or the officen and crews of the ships or ain:raft to or tram which the 
mails ara forwarded. The ,_ and conditions of dilpatich applicable to them shell be fixed, according to ia 
rwgulations, by the postal administmlon of the country which h• made the military unit wallable or to which 
the ships or ain:raft belong. 

4 In the at.nee of special "'"""'1t. the administration of the country which h11 made the military unit 
wailaDle or to which the ~ips or military ain:mt belong shall be liable to the intermediate administrations 
for the transit ch■rg111 for the mails, calc:ulatld in ICCOl'dlnce with anicle 81, and for air conveyance dues, calcu
lated in ~ with article 79. 

Part Ill 

Air conveyance of letter-post items 

Chap18r I 

General provisions 

Article 67 

Airmail CO!TelPOlidence 

Letter-post iums conveyed by air shall be called "aii'mail com1po11denct". 
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A"icle88 

Aerogrammes 

Each ldminiflratlon may admit aerogramrne1, which - airmail letars. 

2 An aerogramrne shell c:onlist of• lhNt of paper a,itably folded and gummed on all sides. the dimensions of 
which, in that form, shall be the following: 
a minimum dimenlions: identic:11 to tholl Pf9Dibld for Iman; 
b maximum dimenlions: 110 x 220 mm; 
and such that the lengdl ls equal to or greaw than the width multiplied by ..ff (approximffl value: 1.4). 

3 The front of the lffll9'lll'IIN 111111 be ,-Id for the add,_, the prepeyment and serYice no,n or labels. 
It-lllail bear the prinlad indication "Ae...-,,e" and may lllo bu' an IQUivllent indication in the language of 
the country of orioin. An aerogramme shall not contain any IIICl011,1rt. It may be registltl'ld if the ,.al~ of 
thl country of origin 10 pennlt. 

4 Each administration shall fix , within the limits defined in paragraph 2 , the conditions of i.,., manuflcturt 
Ind sale of Mt'OQl'lfflfflll. 

5 lt•ms of •irmail c:onw1po11detice pomd u wogr-, but not fulfilling the conditions fixed above 1111II 
be tna1ed in ac:c:ordlnc:e with article 73. Administrations may, howaver, forward them in 111 - by surf-=e. 

A"ic:le89 

Surc:hargld and unturc:hargld airmail COlftlSIOlld111oe 

Airmail cormpo11d111c1 shall be dividld, • regards charges, Into tun:harged airmail COlfflPOIIIMIICI and 
Unturc:hlrgad airmail COlftlPOIICNIICI, 

2 In principle, airmail COlftlPOIICNIICI lhall be IUbjec:t. In addition to the dwges a,thorized by the Corwen
tion and various Aar-,iu. to a,rc:harget for air conveyanoe; the ponal itlffll mentioned in articles 16 and 17 
shall be liable to the same a,rcti.ges. All such COlftlPOIICNIICI 111111 be dllc:ribld es 111rc:harged airmail c:orra
pondenoe. 

3 Administrations 111111 be pennitlad not to coli.ct a 111rc:lwge for air c:onveyanoe, provided that they Inform 
the administrations of the coumries of destination of the fact; ltams ac:cep1ad under ti.a conditions 111111 be 
dNc:ribld II una,rc:harged airmail C01T111P01 lda11c1. This dllc:riptlon shall not apply to cormpondet ICI illllf'tlld in 
111rfloe mails tramportld by air, which - CCMl'ld by spacial agi-nu with administrations ,-iving them at 
airports, and which - IUbtlqutntly tru1ad II IUnm» ffllil . 
4 With the axc:eption of tholl originating from the bodies of the Univenal Ponal Union and from the Restricted 
Unions, itams on poml t1r1ice mentioned In article 15 lhell be exempt from air 111rc:hlrge. 

5 Aerogrammes, 11 dnc:ribed in article 88, 111111 be subject to I charge at llllt aqual to that applicable in the 
c:oumry of origin to an unturc:harged i.tter of the fim -ight SttP in the imamational serYice. 

Anlcle70 

Air surcharges 

1 Administrations shall fix the air surdwges to be c:oli.c:ted for forwarding. They may adopt, for fixing of 

surcharges, smaller Might ltllPI than thme laid down in •"icle 19. 

2 The a,rc:hlrges 111111 be rtlated to the air c:omwyanoe dwl. As • genanl rule, the total sum of the surcharges 
shall not exceed the COStl payable for such conveyance. 
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3 Sun:hlfVIS shall be unifOl'ffl for the whole of the territory of a c:ountrv of destination wha19Ver the route 

used. 

4 Adminifflltions may fix average air surcharges NCh relating to a group of countries of destination. 

5 Air surcharges shall be paid before dilpalch. 

6 In calculating the air surcharge for an airmail item, each ■dminifflltion shall be authorized to take into 
ac:count the -ight of any fonnl ulld by the public which may be attlChld to the item. Thi -ight of the advice 
of deliv■ry shall always be taken into -..nt. 

Article 71 

Combined charges 

Notwithstanding article 70, administrations may fix combined charges for the prepayment of airmail coms• 
pondence, taking into ac:count: 
1 the cost of the postal strvices rendtrwd by them; 
b the cost of the air conveyanc:e. 
Adminittrltions haw• the option of taking • the cost ffllntioned in a, the basic charges Sit in accordance with 
article 19. When the -ight mps adoptad for fixing the combined charges are smaller than thOlt laid down in 
article 19, the bale charges may be reduced in the - proportion. 

2 With the exception of artict11 73 and 76, the provisions l'lllting to air .,n:11arges shall apply by analogy to 
combined charges. 

Article 72 

Methods of cltnoting pr9pllYffllflt 

Apart from the methods laid down in artic:11 28, the prepa.,_m of sun:hargtd airmail correspond11101 may be 
denoted by 111 indicttion that full PCJSt1101 h• been J)l'IPlid, for example: "Tax•~" (" Amount collectwd"). 
This indication shall app111r in the top right-hand pan of tha addrea side and be authenticated ·by a datHtamp 
impreaion of the offic:11 of origin. 

Article 73 

Unpaid or underpaid sun:hargtd airmail cormpondence 

Unpaid or underpaid surcharged airmail correspondence which it is not poaible to have regularized by the 
send9rs shall be ~tad as follows: 
1 in the event of complna abtence of prepayment, sun:hargtd airmail correspond.- shall be treated in 

accordalce with articles 27 and 30; itBms on which the payment. of ponage is not obligatory before dis· 
patch shell be forwarded by the me- of trlllllpOt't normally ulld for unsun:harved cormpondence; 

b in the event of undlrpayment, sun:hargtd tifflllll COt 11tpondence shall be forwarded by air if the charges 
paid reptWnt at lwt the amount of the air .,n:harge; -nhllw, the administration of origin shall be 
permitted to send thae items by air when the charvn paid reptWnt at least 75 percent of the sun:harge or 
50 perant of the combined charge. Below tlM9 limits, itBms shall be treated a laid down in article 27. In 
the other-. article 30 shall be applicable. 

2 If 1he details raquirad for calculating the llfflOUnt of the charge to be collectad hwe not been indicated t,y 
1he administration of origin, the airmail correspoud■nc■ shall be considered • duly prepaid and shall be dealt 
with accordingly. 
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A"ic:le 74 

Rout11ing of airmail cormpondet ICI and airmails in transit 

Administrations shall be bound to forward by the air communications they u11 for the conveyance of their 
own airmail cormponderlCI the lums of this type which ruch them from other administrations. 

2 Administrations of countries without an air service ahlll forward airmail corr111po11d11101 by the most rapid 
means ulld for mails; the llffll shall apply If for any raaon rou11ting by surf- means is mor, advantaglOUI than 
the u1■ of airlines. 

3 Clolld airmails shall be forwarded by the flight ~ by thl ldminiltnltion of the country of origin, 
providld that it is uad by the administration of the country of transit for the tr1111million of its own mails. If 
that is not the c:■M or if there is i11111fficiant time for the tramhipment, the administration of thl country of 
origin shall be so informed. 

4 If the administration of th• country of origin so wishas, its malls shall bl tranlhippad dir9Ctly, at the transit 
airport, between two different airlines, provided that the airlines concem«I agree to make the tranahipment and · 
that the administration of the tmllit country is informad of it blforahand. 

A"icle 75 

Priority trutr111nt of airmails 

Administrations shell take 111 n-ry stapS to: 
a ensure the best conditions for the ,-ipt and ol!Wll'd tranniaaion of airmails at 1irpons in their country; 
b Sl)llld up the operations relating to thl customs control of airmail correspo11da11ce addl'ISAd to thlir 

countries; 
c keep to a strict minimum the time required for forwarding airmails poltld in their country to the countries 

of destination and for having airmails arriving from abroad dllivll'ld to thl add-. 

Article 76 

Redirection of airmail cormpondenCI 

In principle, all airmail COrl'IIPOlldlnce add.....S to an add..- who h• changed his lddl'III shall be 
redir9C:111d to its naw destination by the means of trantpOrt normally ulld for unaurctwgad correspondence. For 
this purpoae, a"icit 34, paragraphs 1 to 3, shell bl applicabll by analogy. 

2 At thl exprea l'IQlllllt of the~ and If that penon undlrtak11 to pay the air surch11911 or combined 
charges on the nlW air rou111, or indNd If thlN surch111111 or combinad charg11 ere paid at the redirecting office 
by a third person, the item1 in question may be reforwlrded by air; in the fint e1111 the air surcharge or the com
binad charge shall be colllCtld, In principle, at the time of delivery of th■ itam and l'ltlinad by the delivering 
administration. 

3 Administrations which apply combinad chlrgll may fix special fall, which must not •xcead the combinad 
cha,vn, for the 1'9dil'9Ctlon by air under the conditions laid down in paragraph 2. 

4 Corre1po11dence ant by surfltce on its fint trlnlffliaion may be l'lforwarded abroad by .air, under the 
conditions laid down in paragraph 2. Redirection by air of such articl11 wi1hin the country of destination shall 
be govemad by the intam1I regulations of that country. 

5 The Spacial C 6 -llopas and bags, ulld for collectiv• redirection, shall be forwarded to the nlW d11tina
tion by thl means of tramport normally u,ed for unaurchargad correapondence, unless the surcharg11, the com• 
binad charges or the spec:i1t 1- proviclad for in paqgnph 3 are paid in advance to the redirecting office, or the · 
add..- undartakas to pay the c:hargas on the new air rout11 in ■ccordanca with paragraph 2. 
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Article n 
Rn.im to origin of airmail corrnpo11d11101 

Undllivffllble airmail corrnpo11d1nc:e shall be returned to origin by ffllll1I of trlllll)Ort normally wed for 
u11111rch1rged corrnpoildel101. 

2 For the mum to origin by air of connpo11d1nce at the reqUllt of the Nndlr, article 76, Plflllfaphs 2 to 5, 
shall be applicable by lllllogy. 

Chapter II 

Air conwyance dues 

Article 78 

General principles 

The air conveyance dua for th• whole distance flown lhlll be borne: 
1 in the ca. of clotld mails, by the administration of the country of origin of the mails; 
b in the ca. of airmail c:orrwpondenc:a in transit a ct6cou¥wt. including misant iwms, by the ldministnnion 

which forwards this corrnpoildela to~ administration. 

2 n- - regulations rhlll be appllclbll to airmails and airmail c:orrwpondenc:a in ~t a dKOUVlrt 
exempt from transit charges. 

3 Com,ey11101 dues shall, for I partia,lar IICtol', be uniform for 111 ldminiltrltions which 1111 the sector. 

4 Unlea .-,,em has bNn rnchld that no charge should be made, iir conveyanoe dues within the country 
of dntinltion rhlll be uniform for Ill 1irrneils originlting abroad whither or not this mall is rafOIWlfdld by air. 

5 In the ab11nc1 of .,.:ill ..-m ~ the ldministrltior. c:cNW,Nid, lrticll 61 shall apply to airmail 
comspo11d11101 for any transit by land or by-; .-rthllw, no trwit chlf1IIS shall be peylble for: 
1 the trlNhiprnent of airmails betwwn two airports 11r1ing the - town; 
b the COIMIYIIICI of such mails from III airport 11r1ing I town to a depot sltultld In the - town and the 

return of the - mails for raforw■rdlng. 

Article 79 

Basic nnn and c:alculation of air convwy11101 dUIS relating to clotld malls 

The balic r- appliclbll to the llttl-m of MlCOUffll ~ administrltions in respect of air convey• 
anc:e shall be fixed It 1.74 thoulllldths of I franc It most per kilogr■ll'IIIII of groa weight and per kilometre; this 
m. lhlll apply proportionally to frlcti- of a kilogramme. 

2 Air C011¥1YIIICI dUII shall be calculat9d aa:ording to, on the one hand, the actual balic rat9 (lea than and 
at most equal to the bllic: rate fixed in paragraph 11 and the kll-tric d~ given in the "Lin of airmail 
distMces" and, on the other, the groa Might of the mails; no accoum shall be taken of the Wli9ht of 'aes 
coli«:MlflN. 
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3 When dues are payable for air conveyance within the country of destination, they shall be fixed in the form 
of a single price. This single price shall include 111 the chm for air corweyance within 1he CCiUntry, regardless of 
1he airport of arrival of the mailL It shall be Cllculltad on th■ basis of the rm 1C1U1ily paid for air conveyance of 
the mail within the country of destin■tlon, but not exc■■dlng the maximum me speclftad in Pll'llflPh 1, and 
according to 1h■ weightAld -■g■ distances of th■ NCtDrs flown by i111Brnational mail on the in,.mal network. 
The wei9hted average dlttlnce shall be d119rmlned in terms of the gross weight of 111 the airmails arriving It the 
country of destination, including the mall which is not refat'Wllrded by air within 1hlt country. 

4 Dull payable for ■ir conwev■nce, between two airpons in 1he 111nt country, of airmails in transit may also 
be fixed in the form of a single price. This price shall be c:alculalad on the basis of the me lC1Ullly paid for air 
conveym of mail within 1he country of trllllit, but not exCNdlng the maximum me specified in paragraph 1, 
and according to the weigh19d -• distances of 1he sec:ton flown by i111Bmational mall on the Internal air 
network of the country of trllllit. The weighted -■ge dlstenCIIS shall be determined in tenns of the gross 
weight of all the airmails transiting through the interm■diate country. 

5 The aim of the dues ref■rr■d to in paragraphs 3 and 4 may not exCNd in total the amounts which actually 
have to be paid for conveym. 

6 The prices for in1amltionll and internal ■ir convey■nc1, obtained by multiplying the effective basic rm by 
the diltlnCe, which are used in cllculating the du• mentioned in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4, shall be rounded up or 
down to the nearest 10gold centimes ICCOl'ding to whether or not thenumbermadeupbythefigureofhundredths 
and that of thous■nd1hs exc■■ds 50. 

Articla80 

Calculation of and accounting for air conveyance dues for ■ifflllil com1spo11de11m In transit i d4lcouvart 

Air conveyance du• for 1irmall corr111po11d111c:11 in trwit i cMcouvert shall be cllculalad, in principle, as 
indicated in article 79, Plflll'IPh 2, but according to the net weight of such cormpo11de11ce. They shell be fixed 
on the basis of not more than 10 -■ge rates, llch relating to I group of countries of destination and fixed 
according to the weight of mail offloaded•lt dlffwwtt destinations within the group. The aim of m.e dues 
which may not exceed the lfflOUntl which ,,_ to be paid fOf' conveyence, shall be inc:rlllld by 5 percent. 

2 Accounting for air conveym dues for airmail cormpo11de11ce In transit i cWcouwrt shall take place, in 
principle, on the basis of the data of stetlstical mums compiled once 1 .,_ O¥er I period of 14 days. 

3 Accounting shall take ~ on the basis of IC1UII weight in the c:aa of misrouted correspondence or 
corrnpondence postAld on board ship or •nt It irregular inurvals or In too varying amounts. Howaver, this 
accounting shall be done only If the interm■dn administration •• to be paid for the conveyance of this 
correspondence. 

Article 81 

Ameudmenu to dues for air conveyance in the il11Brior of the country of datlnation and for airmail 
COITlll)Ol'ICil in trlnlit i decouvlrt 

The amendments made to 1hl air conveylllCII dues mentioned in article 79, Plfl9l'IPh 3, and article 80 shall : 
a come into effect exclllllvtly on 1 January; · 
b be notified It teat thr■1 months befol'9hend to the lnumational Burnu, which shall communicate 1htrn to 

all ■dministrltions et teat two months befoni the date l•id down in subparagraph a. 
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Article 82 

Payment of air conveyanca dun 

Air convey-=e dues SMII be peylble, apart from the excaptions provided for in paragraph 2, to the admin
imation of the coun,ry which the air .vice utad comes under. 

2 Notwithltalding paragraph 1 : 
a the convey- dues may be paid to the administration af the country in which the airport is siUmed at 

which the airmails _.. Uken over by the air carrier, subject to an egrwrnen1 betMen this administration 
and that of the countrv which the air llfYiee 001amed comes under; 

b the adminifflltion which hands 0ftr airmells to en air carrier may llttle direct with that c:11rrier, for the 
convey- dull for all or part of the dimnol flown, IUbject to the .--,nent af the administration of the 
countries which the air .vims utad come under. 

3 Conveyenc:e dues for airmail comspo11de1101 in trlnlit • d6couvert shall be paid to the administration which 
reforwanls it. 

Article 83 

Air com,eya,ce dues for diYert.i or mimnt mails or bigs 

The administration of origin of a mail which h• gone off Its route in coune of corwey-=e Shall pey the 
corweyence dues for the mail• far• the airport of offloading initially prwided for on the AV 7 deliwery bill . 

2 It shall alto lfflle the morwarding dues relating to the NC!Dn actually c:onnld subllquently by the mail in 
order to ruc:h· its pl-» of dlltlnation. 

3 The supplememat y dues rtlati119 to. the IICtorl lllbNquently covered by the diwert9d mail Shall be reim· 

bunacl • follows: 
1 by the administration wholl .vices hfte commltlad the enar in the - of misrouteing; 

· b by the administration which has oollec:19d the corweyenc:e dues paid to the airline when the latter has 
offloaded in a plce other then that lhown on the AV 7 deli_.., bill. 

4 Paragraphs 1 to 3 shall be applicable by analogy when pan only of a mail is offloaded at an airport other 
than that indic:atld on the AV 7 delivery bill. 

5 The administration of origin of a mail or bag mi.-tt owing to a labelling error Shall pey the conveyance 
dues relating to the whole dimncll flown in IIOCOl'd■ncl with article 78, paragraph 1, 1. 

Article 84 

Air corweyence dull for mail lost or destroy9d 

In cat of 1011 or dastNc:tlon of mall • the reailt of III ICCidant occurTing to the airc:raft or through any other 
- inwolwing the liability of the air c:lln'ier, the administration of origin shall be exempt from any payment in 
respect of the air corweyllnCI of the mail lost or danroyad, for eny part of the flight of the route uaed. 

Part IV 

Final provisions 

Article 86 

Conditions of approwal af prapoul$ concerning the Convention and Its Detailed Rep,lations 

1 To i-on. effective, p,-11 IUbmm.d to eong,.. relating to thi1 Convention end IU Detailed ~-•• 

tlons must be approwed by a majority of the member countries sn-nt and voting. At last half of the member 
countries repreNMad at COl1gl'9a shall ba .,,_.,tat the time of voting. 
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:? To become effective, s,ropcm:ls introduced i.tw.n Convr-s relating to this Convention and Its D■t■ll■d 

Regulations must obtain: 
a unanimity of votes If they involve ■mendmans to articles 1 to 17 (part II . 18 to 23, 24, P■l'llll'IPh 1, h, p, 

q, rand s, 27, 30, 36, paragraphs 2, 3 and 6, 43 to 48, 50 to 66 (part Ill, 86 and 86 (part IV) of th■ Conven
tion, to any of th■ 1rticl■s of its Final Protocol or to ll'tlcl■I 102 to 104, 105, Pll'l9'IPh 1, 126, 160, 161 , 
paragraphs 1 and 3 , 170, 182 to 184 and 220 of Its D■t■ll■d Regulations; 

b two-thirds of th• vom if they Involve -ldm■nts of subltanc■ to provisions other thin thml mentioned 
under 1; 

c I majority of th■ votn If they involve: 
drafting WMndm■nts to th■ provisions of th■ Convention and Its D■t■ii■d Regulations other thin 
th0te mentioned under 1; 

ii inurpr■tltion of th■ provisions of th■ Convention, Its Final Protoeoi and its D■tlil■d Regulations, 
except in caw of • dlsl)l,19 to b■ a,bmitttd to arbitration II provided for in article 32 of th■ Consti
tution. 

A"icie86 

Entry into force and duration of th■ Convention 

This Convention shall come into fon:e on 1 July 1981 and shall 1'9fn■in in operation until th■ entry into force of 
th■ Acts of the next <:ongra.. 

In wiv.a whereof th■ pl■nipoantilri■s of th■ Govemmtnts of th■ member countries hi¥■ sign■d this eonv.,. 
tion in I single original whic:h shall be d■posi19d in th■ .chive of th■ Gov■mm■ nt of th■ country In which the 
-t of the Union is 1itull9d. A copy thereof shall be d■fiv■r■d to NCh party by the Gow■mment of th■ country 
in which Congr■a is held. 

Don■ It Rio de .,_iro, 26 October 1979 

Signaru,-: - •on,,.,_ 49 to 79. 
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Nola by 1he llllll'llllllanl ·- , 
In appllcll1ion of 1he c:-tian, lrtide 8,.....,. 1, 1he _,.. "-t In ,ate! 1----11111a 
Imo s,-illl Dnwlng Algha CSDRII by applying 1he llnldna wfflciMt of 3.081 ,ate! 1- • 1 SDR 
ratified by rW101ution C 29 of 1he 1971 Rio• Janlin, eon.-, 

FINAL PROTOCOL TO THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION 

At the moment of proceeding to slgnaturw of the Univenal Postal Convention concludadthis day, the undersigned 
plenipountiarin have agreed the following: 

Article I 

Ownership of postal itams 

Antell 5 shall not apply to Australia, the Staal of Bahrail), Barba1os, the Republic of BDtlWIN, Canada, 
the Arab Republic of Egypt. Fiji, the Aapublic of the Gambia. Gti.., the Uniud Kingdom of Grwat Britain and 
Nonhern lrwland, the Ow __ Territories for whole intamatlonal relations the Gowemment of the Unitlld Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern lrwland is mponsible, Grenada, Guy-, Ireland, Jameica, the Rapublic of Kenya, 
Kuwait. the Kingdom of Laeotho, Mal-i, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritius, the Republic of NaiN, the Federal Aapublic 
of Nigeria, N-Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Staal of a.tar, the Rapublic of Seychelles, the Republic of Siem 
Laone, Singapore, the Kingdom of Swaziland, the Uniud Republic of Tanzania, the Rapubtic of Trinidad and 
Tobago, Uganda, the Yenwn Anb Republic and the Republic of Zambia. 

2 Nor shall that article apply to the Kingdom of Oenmartt, whON inmnal l'9islation does not allow with
d..-1 from the post or alteration of the addrw of corr111P01 Ida a, at the rwquest of the sendM-, from the time 
when the add,- has been infol'fflld of the arrival of an itam adc:1....-d to him. 

Article II 

Exc:aptions to the examption of litaraturw for the blind from postal chM'VII 

Notwithstanding article 17, the postal administrations of the o.- Territory of St Vincent for whole 
inumational rwlations the Government of the Unitlld Kingdom of Grwat Britain and Nonhern lrwland is respon
sible, the Philippines, Pom,gal and Turttey, which do not concade exanption from postal chM'VII to litaraturw for 
the blind in their intllmal NrYice, may colleot the postag9 and. special charges mentioned in article 17 which may 
not, ~. exCNd thON In their in1ffllal NrYice. 

2 Notwithstanding article 17, the administrations of Canada, the Fldaral Republic of Germany, the Unitlld 
Kingdom of Grwat Britain and Northern lrwland, Japan and the Unitlld Stnll of America may collac:t the spacial 
charves lilt9d in anicle 24, .-.■Ph 1, and the charge for c:astH,n,daiivery which arw appliad to litaratun, for the 
blind in their imamal set'vice. 

Anicll Ill 

Equivalents. Maximum limits 

Exceptionally, member countries shall bl authorized to exClld the upper limits shown in article 19, paragraph 1, 
if this is ,-y to bring their ram into relation with the costs of operating their llfVica. Member countries 
wishing to take advantage of this provision must notify the lntematlonal Bul'NII of their intantions a IOOl1 as 
poaible. 
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1'.rticle IV 

Ounce and pound avoirdupois 

Notwithtunding the table in anlcle 19, paragraph 1, member countries which by,_ of their internal IYlfflll 
are unable to adopt the metric-dlcimlll IYlt9ffl of -ight may IUbstitu19 for the W9ight 1tes11 specified in article 19, 
paragraph 1, the following equivalents: 

upto 20g 1 oz 
upto 5011 2oz 
upto 100g 4oz 
upto 25011 8oz 
upto 500g 11b 
upto 1000g 21b 
per additional 1000 g 2 lb. 

Anicle V 

Exception concerning the dimensions of itarns in.envelopes 

The administrations of Canada. Kenya, TIIIZ■l'li■• Uganda. and the Unitad States of Amarlca shall not be obligld 
to discourage the u• of tmelopes wh011 format exCNds the ,_ldlcl dimensions when thOII envelopes ant 
widely UNd in their countries. · 

Article VI 

Small packets 

The obligation to participate in the exchange of 111'11111 packets exceeding 500 g in -ight shall not apply to the 
administrations of Australia, Bhutan, Bolivia, Burma, Canida, Colombia, Cube and Papua N- Guinea which find 
it impossible to operate such an axc:hangl. 

Anicle VII 

Posting abroad of letter-post itlfflS 

Th■ postal administration of Grat Britain -• the right to imp011 • charge, equivalent to the cost of the 
worl< it incun, on any administration which, under the provisions of article 33, paragraph 4 , Nnds to it items for 
d isposal which Mnt not originally dispau:htd • postal !tams by the poml administration of Great Britain. 

Anicle VIII 

lnt11matlonal r.ply coupons iSIUed before 1 January 1975 

Prom 1 January 1979, imffllltional reply coupons italld before 1 January 1975 shall not, in the llbltnce of a 
special .-,it. give riN to ■ lettl-nt bt-.i administrations. 
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Article IX 

Withdrawal from the post. Alwnion or COITKtion of add,_ 

A"icle 33 shall not apply to Australia, 1he Commo-hh of the ~. the State of Bahrain, Blrbadoc, the 
Republic of Boaw.., the Socialist Rapublic of the Union of Burma, Canada. the Republic of Ecuador, Fiji, the 
Republic of the Gambia, the United Kingdom of Grnt Britain and Northern Ireland, to thow of the av
Territories forwh01■ intamatlonal relations the Govemrnent of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland is responsible, Grenada, Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica, the Republic of Kenya, Kuwait. the Kingdom of LNOtho, 
Melewi, Maleysia, Malta, the Republic of NauN, New ZNllnd, Papua N.w Gui-. the Fedlrll Republic of Nigeria, 
the State of a.tar, the Republic of Seychelles, 1he Republic of Siem Leone, Singapore, 1he Kingdom of Swaziland, 
the UnlUd Republic ofTannnia, 1he RepublicofTrinidldandTobego, I.Jgarmand1heRepublicofZlmbia, whole 
legislation does not permit withdrawal from the PCllt or llterltlon of addr■11 of lltter-pon itams It the •nder's 
reqUllt. 

Miele X 

Special c:hlrgn 

In pllc:e of the registration charge laid down in article 47, paragraph 1, b, member c:ountries may 1PPIY for i111Ured 
lettln, th• comsponding ch.-ge of their in19mll -■rvice or, exceptionally, 1 ch.-ge of 10 fralCS It most. 

A"lcle XI 

A"iclel subject to customs duty 

With refenlnm to fflicl• 38, the poml ldminiltrltions of the People's Republlc of Blngladesh, 1he People's 
Republic of China and the Republic of El Salvador do not acmpt illlUred lettll'I containing articles subject to 
customs duty. 

2 With ref■nlnc:e to artic:11136, 1he poml ldministrltiona of the D■rnocratic Republic of Afghanistan, the 
People's Socialist Republic of Albania, the Federative Republic of Brull, the People's Republic of Bulgaria, 1he 
Byelorulliln Soviet Socialist Republic, Clntrll Africa, Chile, the Republic of Colombia, Democratic Kampuchae, 
the DlfflOCl'ltic People's Republic of Koru, the Republic of El Salvador, Ethiopia, the German D■moc:mic 

Republic, Italy, Nepal, the Rapublic of P-, the Republic of Peru, the Socialist Rll)Ublic of Romania, the 
Republic of San Maino, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the Republic of V..-uell do not accept ordinary and rtQiltered Iman c:omaining 
articles subject to cultOffll duty. 

3 With r■fwwnoe to article 36, the poml ldmlnistrltiona of the People's Republic of Benin, tht Republic of 
the Ivory Coast, the Republic of Mall, the Rapublic of the Niger, the Sultanate of Oman, the Republic of Sene9al, 
the Republic of Upper Volta and the Yamen Arlb Republic do not ac:mpt ordlnay Iman containing articles 
subject to CUltOffll duty. 

4 Notwithstanding paragraphs 1 to 3, the IMlding of arums, vaccines and urgently required mediclrnents 
which are difficult to procure shall be permitted in 111 -. 

Article XII 

Ext9nt of lllbllity of pomJ ldministrltlona 

The poltlJ administrations of Blngladesh, Belgium, Benin, India, Ivory COllt (Rap), Madagacar, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mexico, Niger, Senegal, Togo, Turkey and Upper Volta shall be authorized not to apply article 50, 
paragraph 2. 

2 The poltll administmion of Brazil 111111 be authorized not to apply article 50 with l'IIP■Ct to liability in 
-ofdanlge. 
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Article XIII 

Payment of indemnity 

The ll(IIUI administrations of 8angladllh and Mexico shall not be obliged to comply with article 57, paragraph 4, 
of the Convention, in 10 far• conmms finally lfttling the llllt19r within a period of five months or Informing the 
administration of origin or destination, • the - may be, when a postal itllm has been detained, confilcatad or 
destroyed by thl, compet11nt anhoritin becauN of the c:ontants, or has been •ized by virtue of its domestic 
legislation. 

AnicleXIV 

Special transit charg11 for conveyence in transit by the Tr--Siberiari and via Lake N-r 

The l)Oltll administration of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics shall be authorized to collect a supple
ment of 50 centimes in addition to the transit char9ls indicated in enicle 61, paragraph 1, i, (dinances tr--i 
by landl for each kilogramme of letter-post itanll coriveyed in transit ewer the Trans-Siberian route. 

2 The postal administrations of the Arab Rapublic of Egypt and the 0emocmic Republic of the Sudan shall 
be aithorized to collect a supplement of 50 centimes in addition to the transit charges indicaud in article 81, 
paragraph 1, for each big of letter-post in transit via Lake N- betwNn Shallal (Egypt) and Wedi Haifa (Sudanl . 

Article XV 

Special transit conditi- for Panama (Rep) 

The ll(IIUI administration of the Rapublic of Panama shall be authorized to collect a supplement of 2 francs to 
the transit charges mentioned in article 61, paragraph 1, for Nell big of letter l)Olt in transit thr~ the Isthmus 
of Panama betwNn the ports of Balboa on the Pacific Ocean and Cristobal on the Atlantic Ocean. 

AnicltXVI 

Special transit conditions for Afghanistan 

Notwithstanding anicle 61, paragraph 1, the ll(IIUI administration of Afghanistan shall be authorized provisionally, 
because of its spacial difficulties • "'98rds - of c:orMYll1Ce and communication, to effect the transit of 
clOlld mails and • cMcouvert corr11po11de11ce acro11 Its territory on terms specially agreed with the postal admin• 
istrations c:onc:erned. 

Anlcle XVII 

Special storage charges at Panama 

Excaptionally, the postal administration of th• Republic of Palllffll shall be authorized to collect a charge of 
1 franc per big for all malts stored or tranlhippld in the port of Balboa or Cristobal, provided that that adminis· 
tration does not -ive any payment in rnpect of land or - transit for those malls. 
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By reaon of the special geographical situation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Rapublic:s, the postal administra
tion of 1hilt country shall ,_,,,. the right to apply I uniform air mrcharge throughout the whole of l1S' IBrritory 

for 111 the countria of the world. This mrcharge shall not exClld the actual COS1I ~oned by the c:om,eyance 
of letter•post items by air. 

Anicle XIX 

Extraordinll"f •rvica 

The only sarvicK c:onsidenld • extraordinary sarvices giving rill to the collection of special tr1111it charges shall 
be the Syri•lraq motor services. 

AnicleXX 

Compullory rou•ing indicat9d by the country of origin 

The posul administrations of the BveloNlliln Soviet Soc:ialltt Republic, the Saci1li1t Republic of Romania, the 
Ukranian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics will ra:ogniza only the COS11 of 
the conveyance effectld in ~ with the provision concerning the line shown on the bag labels (AV 81 of 
airmail ditpau:hes and on the AV 7 delivery bills. 

Article XXI 

Routeing of dOlld airmails 

Having regerd to enlcle XX the l)Ollal administrations of G-, Italy and Senegal will forwerd cloeld airmails 
only on the conditiona laid down in anicle 74, paragraph 3. 

Article XXII 

Date of application of the new moneta,y unit for the general liquidation IIDJUfl1S 

Notwithstanding 1nicle 86, th• moMtarv unit ltipulltlld in article 8, namely the SOR, shall be u..t from 1 January 
1981 for the preparation of the annual general liquidation account of trnt chargeund terminal dun (1nicle 181 
of the Deuilad Regulations of the Conventionl and the biennial general liquidation account of intemltional rwply 
coupons (article 191 of the Detailed Regulations of the Conventionl . 

AnicleXXIII 

Application of the tranlit charges 111d terminal dua l'ltlll 

NotWithstanding 1nicle 86 1:>f the Convention, the mas relating to trnt charges 111d terminal dua shall come 
into force on 1 January 1981 . 

141 



., ______ 11111!! .. !l!l .. ll!ll. -!!!!l!l! .. 1!!11! . . • _!!!!!_ 111!! __ !!!! .. l!!ll!. !l!!l .. ------------ll_!la---~--------~--"'!""----.,. ·•---· .. ___ ,.._ .. , ·. - .... . - ~~---
~ .. ~~~~.~ -· - . 

·~,f~ •:: ~ ;.:-

Convention, Final Protocol 

Article XXIV 

Appllcation of P0flllll l'ltlS 

Notwithsunding article 86, in the event of the tnnlit chargN and 1fflninal duas spaclfied in artic:ln 61 and 62 
being introductd on I dm artier than the entry imo force of the Con""tion specified In article 86, the admin
istrations of Fnn:e, Great Britain, the United Stllal of America and Yugoslavia ....,,,e the right to apply, IS 

from the - dffl, the provisions of article 19 relating to P<>ltllll l'ltll. 

Article XXV 

Application of air conveyance rl19S 

Notwithstanding article 86, in the went of the trllllit chargn and terminal dues specified in articles 61 Ind 62 
being introductd on I date earlier thin the entry into force of the Convention specified In article 86, the admin
istration of the United StltlS of America IWNrvtS the right to apply, IS from the - date, the provisions of 
article 79 relating to air conveyance mm. 

In witn .. whereof, the pltnipot■nti1ries below hlwt drNn up this Protocol, which shall have the - force 
and the..,. validity • if its provisions_,. i1111nad In the taxt of the Convention itlllf, Ind they have signed 
it in I single original which shall bt deposil9d In the m:hivn of the Government of the country in which the INt 

of the Union is siuial9d. A copy thereof lhall bt delivenld to uch party by the Govemmtnt of the country in 
which Congress is htld. 

Done It Rio dt JIMiro, 26 October 1979 

Si11Mturw: - • on,.,. 49 to 79. 
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DETAILED REGULATIONS OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION 
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NOia by 1he IIIWMIIOIIII Bu,-
ln ,iaw of 1he pn,wilions of.,_. 8 of 1he c-ition Ind 101, 102 Mid 103 of 111 Detailed R•lations, 
admlninnti- may rlllllw, in 1he -ming 1-, Ill lndlcatiol• in gold 1- by i..dlalioni II, Special 
Drawing Rlglns (SDRII, cw 1hay may tlmply lnNn • addhional hNding far --,tng the final IWllt 
(uprwd in gold tr.al in1D SDRI 111111g the linklnt-fftaiant of 3.081 gold traa • 1 SDR. 

DETAILED REGULATIONS OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION 

Having regard to article 22, paragraph 5, of the Constitution of the Univenal Postal Union concluded at Vienna 
on 10 July 1964, the undersignad, on behalf of their respective postal administrations, have by common consent 
drawn up the following me111.1m for ensuring the implementation of the Universal Postal Convention. 

Part I 

General provisions 

Chapter I 

Rules applicable in common throughout the intamaticnal postal •rvice 

Article 101 

Preparation and settlement of -,ms 

Each administration shall draw up its ICCOUntS and ret.r them in duplicau to the others cone.med. One 
accepted copy, if necesury arnendtd or accompanied by a ltatlment of discrepancies. shall be rltllmed to the 
craditor admininratlon. This _,nt shall serve n I basis far the prapa'ltion, 11 ,-ry, of the final liquida
tion account betwwn the two admlnistrflions. 

2 In the total of uc:h -,m made out in gold franca on C 20bis, C 21, C 21bis, C 23, C 24, C 31 , CP 16, 
CP 18, AV 5, AV 11 and AV 12 forms, Cllfltimes shall be ignored in the total or the balance. 

3 In accordance with article 113, l)ll'llll'IPh 5, of the G-al R1191.1lations the International Bureau shall 
arrange the settlement of -,ms of all kinds 111lating to the international postal service. To this end the admin• 
inrations concemect shall -It with uc:h other and with the Burau and decide upon the method of settle
ment. Accoums of telecommunications servica may also be included In ti- special liquidation accounts. 

Article 102 

Payment of debts expmad in SDRs. General provisions 

Subject to article 12 of the Convention, the rules for payment set out below shall apply to 111 debts expressed 
hf SDRs and arising out of a postal tranuc:tlon, 'whether they mult from general -,nu or statements drawn 
up by tht International Bu111a, or from liquidation accounts or stat9fntnts not drawn up by the Bureau; they 
shall also relate to the settlement of d ilCf'IPIIICits, of interest or, where applicable, of payments on -,m. 
2 Any admininration may ditcharge its liabilities by paymems on account, from which its debts shall be 
deducttd when these have been established. 
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3 Provided the l)lfiods for payment a,e oblerved, 111V administration may tmle 1)011111 debts of the -
or different kinds, expraaed in SOR, by offsetting credits and debits in its relations with another ldminiltrltion. 
The offlltting may be exanded by ll'lltual .-nt to debts arising from tlllcommunic:atlons llfYicel when 
both administrations operata pomt end tlllcommunicltlona llfYices. 0fflltting may not be eff9clad with debts 
in r1fP1Ct of trlnllCtions co11aaclled out to 111 Ofglllization or company under the control of a l)Oltll adminit
tration if that administration objects. 

Anicle 103 

Ruin for payment 

Debts shall be paid in 1he cumncv MIIClled by the creditor administration after consultation with the 
debtor administration. If there is d~nt, the choice of the creditor administration shall pre¥ail in Ill 
- · If the creditor administration does not specify a currency, the choice shall mt with the dabtor ldminis• 
tration. 

2 The amoum of the p■yment, • de1erminacl hereafar in the 111ectad currency, shall be equivalent in value 
to the balance of the ■ccoum expresud in SDRs. 

3 Subject to paragraph 4, the ll'IIOUnt to be paid in the 11IICted cummcy lwhich is equivalent in value to the 
balance of the ■ccoum expreald in SDR1I shall be detltrminacl by converting the SOR imo cumncies of paymem 
in accordance with the following provisions: 

for cumncies for which the SOR exchanga rm is published by the lll18fflltlonel Monetary Fund UMFI : 
use the exchange rm in forat on the day prior to payment or the most ,-,i rm published; 
for other CUITIIICNII of payment: convert, • a fim stage, the amount in SD Rs into 111 intllffllldiatl currency 
for which the value it published daily by the IMF in terms of the SOR, using the mmt -t exchange rate 
published, then convert. • a ~ stage, the r1111lt thus obtained imo the cumncy of payment, ll)plying 
the latest rm of exchange quo1led on the exchange marten of the debtor country. 

4 If, by mutual ..-nent. the creditor adminittrltlon and the debtor administration '-~ the cur
rency of a coumry which is not a member of the IMF and whole i- do not permit the application of para
graph 3, the admlnittrltlons concerned shall 1111'" on the relationship ~ the SOR and the value of the 
11lected currency. 

5 For the pu.,,_ of de1ermining the official or ganet'llly -i,1led foreign exchange market equivalent of a 
cumncy, the rm Ul9d shall be the closing rate for currency which can be uted in the majority of merchandile 
trade tranuctlons for spot delivery cable trantfwn in the official or generally accep1led foreign exchange rnerkat 
of the main financial centre of the debtor country on the day prior to payment or the most racem rm quoted. 

6 The debtor administration shall tnntmlt. on the datl of payment, the amount of the seleclled currency • 
computed above by a b■nk cheque, transfer or 111V other fflllllS, ■cceptlble to both administrations. If the 
creditor administration e~ nc, preference, the choice shall fall to the debtor administration. 

7 The paymem charges 11-, clearing charges, depoaits, commiaion, etcl colllCUld in the debtor coumrv 
shall be borne by the debtor adminim'atlon. The charges colleclled in the creditor coumry, including payment 
charges colleclled by banks in ill19f'fflldiatl countries. shall be borne by the creditor administntlon. When the 
1)011111 giro transfer ..,mm_ with exemption from chlrges. is uted, exemption shall alto be grall19d by the office 
of exchange in the third coumry or countriet acting • intarmedlay ~ the debtor administration and the 
creditor administration when there are no direct exchangll ~ these. 

8 If, ~ the dllpatch of the remiu.im lcheque, for examplll and Its raceipt by the creditor ldminis• 
tration, a variation occurs in the equivalem value of the lllec1led cumncy calcull19d • dllcribed in paragraphs 3, 
4 or 5, and if the dlfflffla r1111ltlng from IUch variation IXCNdt 5 pen:ent of the anoum due I• r.alculatld 
following IUch v■riationl, the total difference shall be shared equally~ the two administrations. 

9 Payment shall be made • quickly • ~Ible and ft the ,_ within abc -. from - den of ~ ipt of 
the general or special liquidation ■ccounts, -,nu or ttlt9ments d~ up by convnon eontent. notifications, 
requests for payments on -m. etc, Indicating the ll'IIOUnts or balances to be settled; afar that period the 
anounts due shall be chlrvNble with inlllrflt at the rm of 6 percent Plf 111num rackoned from the day follow
ing the day of expiry of the aid l)lfiod. By payment is meam the ditpatch of funds or of the il'lltrllffllnt of pay· 
ment (cheque, draft, etc) ~ the signing of the order for tr■nmr or deposit by the ol"glllization responsible for 
the transfer in the debtor country. / 
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10 When payment is made, the cheque, draft or document of tnnsflr shall b■ ■ccomp■nied by l)■l'ticul■rs of 
the title, p■riod ■nd -nt in SORs of uch ■ccount includ■d in th■ total tum remittad. If it is not l)C)llible for 
d■tails to ■cl:OfflP■l1Y th■ r.-nittanc:■, ■n expl■n■tory lettllr shall b■ provided by ■inn■il on the d■y 1hat payment 
is made. The detaillcl ■xpl■n■tion shall b■ in Franch or in ■ l1ngu■g■ und■ntood in th■ ■dmininration to which 
payment is made. 

Anicte 104 

Fixing of equiv■lents 

Administrations shall fix the equivalents of th■ postal c:harvn pmcrib■d in the Convention, the Agrwments 
and their Final Protocols and th■ •lling pric■ of lntllmltion■ I .-.ply coupons. They shall notify them to the Inter• 
nation■ i Bureau for tham to be 111nounc.:I to postal lldminis1rltions. To this Ind uch administration shall b■ 
requirlcl to notify tht lntffllltionll Bur■au of the -ava vllut of the SOR in th■ cumncy of its country under 
tht provisions of paragraph :i. 
2 The average value of tht SOR which will b■ operative from 1 J■nusy uch yar, for tht ~ only of 
the fixing of c:Nf91S, will b■ dettrmin■d II follows; 
a for a curr■nc:y for which daily exchange mas wi1h the SOR of the IMF ant published: calculate to four 

pl- of d■cimlls the ■verag■ value of tht SOR in 1hat curr■nc:y, bald on the d■y-to-day viii.. applying 
over a p■riod of It lust 12 months ended on the prec■dlng 30 Stptambtr; 

b for a curr■nc:y for which dally txchangl ratas with the SOR Int not published: calculate to four pl- of 
decimals an neraga vllut of tht SOR in 1hat cumncy, • in a, but through th■ medium of convenion to 
another currency for which daily rms Int quot■d both tor the currency in question and for tht SOR; • 

c for a curr■nc:y of a country which Is not a mtmb■r of tht IMF, for which daily exchange rates with the 
SOR are not published, and which unll■tenilly dect.. an equivaltnc:■ in ICC0l'dance with tht Convention, 
anidt 8, paragraph 4: calcul■tll the neraga of tht daily rms thus unilaterally declared applying over a 
period of It l■-t 12 months ended on the prec■ding 30 Septamber; 

d II an alttmlti'le to band c, for my currency for which III txc:1111191 ntt11 with the SOR is not published 
daily, the average v■lut of the SOR OYtr a period of not lea thin 12 months ended in the prec■dingSeptamb■ r 

may first b■ calcul■1ad for lllothtr currency for which dally equivalents in SORs are published, 11 in 
method a, and the multlng nentgt value COfMrtlld. to the cumncy in question by the closing rn■rklt 
exchange nita IMtwltn the two cumncift applying on 30 Sepwnb■r ; the Cllculltion will bt to four pl
of decimalL The period OYtr which the -. is taken should b■ that IND uted by the country whDM 
curninc:y is Ulld • the intermldlata. 

3 P01t11I adminil1rltlons lhall cammunicstll equivalents or CNngN of equi'lalems of ponal charges to the 
lnttmltlon■ I Bur■au • - 11 l)C)llible, giYlng the da1II of their entry into f-. 

4 The lntamltion■ I Bur■au shall publish a c:omptndium showing, for Heh country, the equivalents of the 
charges, the IYtragl value of the SOR and tht Mlling pric■ of the intarn■tional reply coupons m■ntion■d in 
pangniph 1 and indicating, where applicable, the pm:antagt i- or r■duction In postage applilcl under 
artlclts 19, paragntph 1, of the Convention and Ill of its Final Protoc0I. 

5 Each administration shall notify the lntamation■ I Bur■au dintc:t of the equivalent It his adopted for the 
indemnities pracrib■d In 1nlclt 50, paragraph 4, of the Convention. 

Anlclt 105 

POSUlgt ltllfflPL Notification of isa,11 Ind exchange IMtwltn admlni1tr1tions 

1 Each ._ iaue of 1J01U11e stamps shall be notifllcl by the ldminiltl'ation co,-mlcl to all other ldminis· 
trations, with the -,y information, through the intllmlediary of the lntllmltlonal Bur■au . 

2 Administrations shall txdl11191 through tht intllmlediary of th■ lntamation■ I Bunt., thrw ats of each of 
thtir ,_ i-of postagt lltlfflPL 
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A"icle 106 

Post11I identity cards 

1 Each administrflion lhell appoint the offlca or -■r-1111 which 1 .. ponel identity cards. 

2 n- cards shell be made out on forms conforming to the IMIXed specimen C 25 which ■nt lUJll)li■d by 
the lntamational Buruu. 

3 Upon application the applicant shell h■nd in hit pholllgill)h and prove his idantlty. Adminittratlons shall 
issue th• IIIICIISllrY instruc:tions to ■n11.1re that cards lfl italld only after careful Inquiry into the identity of the 
applicant. 

4 The official shall antar the application in a r■gilter; he shell fill up in ink and in roman chal'ICtffl by hand 
or bv typeWritar, without .....,,.. or alteration, 111 the particulln required by the form Ind affix the photo
graph to it in the spce indicltad; than he shall affix a pomge stamp repnanting the ch■,ve collect9d, partly 
on the photograph and partly on the card. He shall then make, in the ~ reMl'Ytd for the purpc)le, a cl11r 
impreaion of the ~ or of an official -1, in such I way th■t it appe.-s partly on the postage stamp, the 
photograph and the card. Finally, he shall sign the card Ind iaut it to the applic■nt after having obtained his 
signature. 

5 Admininratlons mav illue identity cards without affixing a P0ltllll stamp thereto and record in some 
other Wrf the ■mount of the chlrgt collected. 

6 Each administrlltion shall main the right to illul the c■rdl for the ll11ffllltional service in ICCOl'danct with 
the rules applied to the cards in u• in its intlmll 1r1ice. 

7 Post11I idantity cards ffllV after thev 11.- been made out bl l.-nillllt9d in pllltic mat9rial • dtsir■d by IICh 
administration. 

Article 107 

Period of retention of documtm:s 

Documants of the intlfflltion■I 1r1ice shall bl kept for a minimum period of 18 months from the div 
following the date to which they rtfwr. 

2 Documants conc:tming I dilput■ or inquiry shall bl kept until the fflltt■r hes bNn llttled. If the initiating 
ldminiffllltlon, being. duly Informed of the r1111lt of the inquiry, allows lix months to pm from the dllt8 of the 
communication withaut railing eny objac:tions, the ffllt1III' shall be rwpded • cloud. 

A"icle 108 

Telegraphic add-

For ulegr■phic corrwnunicltlons exc:hlngtd batwNn one 1110ther, administrations shall use the following 
telegraphic add-: 
a "P0stgen" for telegrams intlndtd for centrtl administrations; 
b "Postbur" for telegrlffll intlndtd for post offices; 
c "POltlX" for telegrams intended for officts of txeh11191. 

2 Thell telegraphic add- shall be follOWld bv the indicltlon of the placa of destination and, where 
appropriat■, ll'IV other details considered --,. 

3 The telegraphic ■ddrta of the lntam■tional Suruu shall be "UPU Btm1". 

4 The telegraphic ■dd,-s indicatad in par■gr■phs 1 ■nd 3, compi.t■d • ,-ry by the indication of the 
dispatching office, shall also serve • the signature to telegraphic communicltlons. 
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Chapter II 

International Bureau. Information to be supplied. Publications 

Anicle 1Clll 

Communications and infonn■tion to be forw■rdad to the ln1llffllltional Burau 

I 

b 

C 

d 

e 

Adminiltmions shall communic:ala to the lntamltionll au,-,: 
their decision on the Dl)tionll application of c:en■in g■neral provisions of the Convention ■nd of its Detailed 
Regulations; 
the axprwaion they "-8 ■dop1ad, under anicl• 188, paragraph 1, ■nd 189, to indicate that the posuge 1111 
been paid; 
the r9duc:ed charges they h- adop18d under ■nicle 8 of the Conltitution ■nd details of the services to 
which the chll'!IIS apply; 
the extr■ordin■ry conveyance du. coli.c:.d under mticle 64 of the c-mon together with the names 
of the countries to 'which the dues apply ■nd , where approprietw, paniculln of the llfYices for which the 

dues - payable; 
the IClle of imu- c:hargn applic:■ble in their llfYicl to inaired let18n in ICCOl'd■nce with article 47, 
par■gnph 1, c; 

f the m■ximum ■mount up to which they admit imu- by a,rflc:e and air rou18S; 
g where ,-ry, a list of their officll which participata in the inaired letten llfYic:e; 
h where ,-ry, tholl of their regular .. or air llfYicll ulld for the conveyance of ordinary itams by 

lettar post which 1111Y be ulld, with a gu■rant91 of liability, for the COffll9YarlCI of IIIIUl'ld lettwrs; 
the -v information conc:eming CUltoll'II or other ,..,lations, •well• the prohibitions.or restrlc· 
t ions governing the antry ■nd transit of l)Oltll iUffll In their •rvices; 
the number of customl declarations f9Cll,lired for i_,. IUbject to custams control llddreaed to their coun
try Ind the l■ngu■gn in which declarations or custom1 l■bell 1111Y be complftad; 

k a list of kllMWtric disunc:es for land -=tors followed In their countrias by malls in tmllit; 
a list of the shipping lines operating from their ports and ulld for the c:onvey■nce of mails, with details 
of the voy■ges , the distance Ind dul'ltion of the voy■ge beiw.t the pon of embnation Mid each of 
the succeaive ports of call, the freqlMIICY of the 11TYice Mid the coumries to which the .. tr-.it cha,ves 
shall be paid If the ships - ulld; 

m any uaful Information about their orpnizltlon and ln19m11 11TYicls; 
n their intarnal postal charga 

2 Any amendment to the Information mentlonld in paragraph 1 lhltl be notified without delay. 

3 Administrations shall a,pply the lntlmltional Burnu with two copies of the documents which they 

publish, whether relating to the lnt9mll or intarnltional llfYice. Thay shall also furnish , IS far IS poaible, other 
wortts published in their country conc:eming the l)Oltll. arvic:e. 

Anicle 110 

Mutual Information betwNn admlnistrltions 

The adminiltrltlons of countries which participate in the insured letl9fl llfYic:11 and which provide direct exchanges 
shall communic;ate to one another, by me- of tables in the form of the annexed specimen VD 1, information 
concerning the exchange of l11111rad Im.rs. 
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Article 111 

Publications 

The International Bureau shall publish, on the besis of Information suppli«I in accordance with article 108, 
an official compendium of infol'fflltion of general interwat relating to the implementation of the Convention and 
of its Detailed Regulations in each member country. It shall alto publish almllar compendia relating to the lmpl• 
mentation of the ~ and their Detailed Regulations. on the basis of the Information supplied by the 
administrations c:onc:emed in accordance with the relative pnwisiona in the Detailed Regulationa of each of the 
Agreements. 

2 It shall 1110 publish, from infol'fflltion supplied by ldmlnistrations and, If appropri .. by the Ratric:tld 

Unions II r191rds aubperagraph •• or the United Nations • 1"191'd• subparagraph g: 
a a lilt of add..-, of heads and •nior offic:als of posul ldministrltions and the Restricted Unions; 
b an international list of post offices; 
c a lilt of kilomatrlc diatanc:a relating to land IICton of malls in transit; 
d a lilt of shipping lines; 
e 
f 

a lilt of equivalents; 
a list of prohibitad 1rticlfl; this list shall allO include narcotics prohibited under the multilateral treaties 
on narcotics; 

g a compendium of infol'fflltlon about the organization and Internal •rvices of l)Oltll administrations; 
h a compendium of postal administrations' in18mll chlr9B; 

atatiUical data relating to the postal Nrvices (in1arnal and in18mationall ; 
j studies, opinions, rwpona and o1hllr rtatamems relating to the l)Oltll Nrvice; 
k a general catalogue of Information of wery kind conmming the l)Oltll •rvice and of the documents in 

the lending service (UPU Catalogue). 

3 l.altly, it shall publish a multilingual vocabulary of the in18mltional poat1I Nrvice. 

4 Amendments to the various documents lilted in Plfllll"IIPha 1 to 3 shall be notified by circular, bulletin, 
supplement or other approprim me-. 

Article 112 

Distribution of publications 

The documents published by the ln19mational Bureau shall be distributed to administrations in ~ 
with the following Nies: . 
a all documents excepting th01e specified in subparagraph b: th- copies of which one copy shall be in the 

official language Incl the two othen either in the official llfllllllllll or in the other language requested in 
accordance with article 107 of the General Regulations; 

b the journal "Union P01t11le" and the International List of P01t Offices: according to the~ of contri• 
bution units ■-igned to each ldministrltion under article 125 of the General Regulations. H-, where 
administrations ., request, the lntffllltional Lilt of P01t Offic:el may be distrlbutad It the maximum rate 
of ten copies per contribution unit. 

2 Over and above the number of copies distribulad free of charge by virtue of paragraph 1, administrations 
mey purchaN International Burwau documents It COit price. 

3 Documents published by the International Burwau shall elao be •nt to Rlltric:tld Unions. 

Part II 

Provisions concerning the letter post 

Section I 

Conditiom of acceptance of letter-post items 

156 



Chapter I 

Provisions applicable to all c:ategOri• of items 

Article 113 

Addms. Make-up 

Administrations shall recommend uan: 
1 to u• envelopes which are ldlP1ld to their contan11; 

Convention, Detailed Regulations 

b to write the lddma on the envelope, on thl plain aide which is not provided with the closing flap; 
c to reNrve the right-hand half It l111t of the addrea side for the lddreta of the lddmaN and for postage 

atanpa, franking marks and impretaions or indications in lieu thereof; 
d to write the addraa very legibly in romeo lettm and in 11'1bic figures lffling it out on the right-hand aide 

ltngthwiae. If othtr lltllln and figures .,. ulld in the coumrv of demnation, it shall be -,,mended that 
the addraa be given alto in theN lettm and figures; 

e to write the n11111 of the place with the cornc:t l)Ol1CClde number or delivery zone number, if any, and. 
country of destination in capital letters; 

f to show the addreta precisely and completely, giving the correct l)Ol1CClde IIUll'lber or delivery zone number, 
if any, 10 that the fonnrding of thl item and its delivery to the add,- may be effect8d without inquiry 
or miaundentandlng; 

g to show the n11111 and addraa, with the l)Ol1l:Ode number or delivery zone number, If any, of thl sender. 
Whtr1 they appear on the address aide of the envelope, theN indications shall be plamd in the top left-hand 
corner; 

h to pl- service illl11UCtions and llbela on the addreN side of the envelope in the top left-hand corner, 

beneath the llnder'a """' and addrea whent theN - given; 
to add thl word "Latter" to thl addreN aide of lettlln which, beclule of their volume or make-up, might 
be confused with ltema PfWl)lid It I l'9duced rate; 
to shaw the add,.._ of the sender and the add,- inside the item and • far • paaible on the contents, 
or, where applicable, on I tie-on label mede of I ltllrdy 1'11111tri11, NCUrely lttlChed to the Item, particularly 

in the - of uMNled itema; 
k to show 1110 the ldd,_'s lddreN on uch pacltet of printed papers Included in I special bag and unt to 

the ume add,_ It the - lddrea. 

2 No l'IIIIIMr of item shall be admitted of which the whole or l)ll't of the addrwa aide hM been marked off 
into -1111 divisions intended to provide for IUCC8DiYe add,-. 

3 In 111 - in which thl item· is under wr..,,,_, the ~•• addrea shall be written on it excapt for 
articlN llnt in accordlnce with article 122, Plfllll'IPh 3. 

4 Postage ltlffiPI or poml franking impreaions shall be applied to the add111a side, and • far u possible, It 
the upper right-hand comar. H-. It shall be up to the adminittmion of origin to~ itema wh018 payment 
does not conform to this condition, eccording to its lntemal legislation. 

5 Non-postal ltlfflPI and charity or other labels • well • dNigna, likely to be miltlken for posuge sumps or 
service labels may not be affixed to or printed on the add111a aide. This shall 1110 apply to stamp impraaions 
which could be mistaken for franking impreaions. 

6 Envelopes, thl edgas of which .,.. provided with coloured bin shall be reNrved for airmail col'l'lll)Olldenc. 

Article 114 

Pone ffftan11t i_,,. 

The addreN of items aent 1)0119 mtll'l1II shall shaw the n11111 of the add,-. The ua of Initials, figures, fore
,_ only, fictitious ,_ or code marks of any kind shall not be permitted for ti- items. 
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Article 115 

Items sent frff of postal charges 

Items exempt from postal cha,ves shall bur, on the addl'IIS side in the top right-hand comer, the following 
indications, which-may be followed by a trlllliation: 
a --S.rvice ct. ptlltfll" (Postal Servicel or I similar indication for tha items mentioned in article 15 of tha 

Convention; 
b --S.rvk:e ct. prironnien de ~- IPrilontn-of-war servicel or '-s.rvice da in.,,_" (Civilian lntemaes 

Servicel for the Items mentioned in article 16, of the Convention and the forms relating to them; 
c "Ck..,,,,,,_" (LiterltUre for the blindl for the Items mentioned in article 17 of the Convention. 

Article 116 

Items N!>iect to customs control 

Items to be subminad to CUltOms control shall bNr on the front an adhasive green label in the form of 
the annexed specimen C 1, or be provided with a tie-on label in the - form. The C 1 adhesive label shall be 
affixed on the address side, in so far II poaible in the top left•hlnd comer, beneath the tender's name and 
address where th118 are given. With the authorization of the administration of origin, Uten may use envelopes 
or wrapping bearing, in the pl- provldtct for affixing the C 1 label, 1 preprintld facsimile of that label having 
the same dimensions and colour. If the value of the contents declared by the sender exceeds 300 francs, or if the 
sender prefers, the items shall also be acc:ornpanild by the pl'IICl'ibed number of sapante customs declarations 
in the form of the annexed specimen C 2/CP 3; in this cae, only the upper part of the C 1 label shall be affixed 
to the item. 

2 C 2/CP 3 customs declarations shall be securely attached to the outside of the item by a string tied cross• 
wise or, if the administration of the country of destination 10 requnts, instrtlld in the item itself. Exceptionally, 
these dtcl1r1tions may, if the sender prwfers, 1110 be insertlld in regisured letters in I closed envelope containing 
valuable articles • mentioned in article 43-, paragraph 3, of the Convention, or in insured letters. 

3 For small packets, the formalities pmcribed in paragraph 1 shall be compulsory in every case. 

4 The ~ of I C 1 label shall not. in 111y cin:umstancn, involve the return to the office of origin of 
consignments of printld papen, serums, vaccines, perishable biological 1Ubstl11C11S, radioactive materials and 
urgently required medicines which are difficult to obtain. 

5 The con19nU of the item shall be shown in detail on the customs declaration. Dncriptions of I general 
charactar shall not bl admitted. 

6 Administrations shall do their utm01t to inform senden of the correct -Y to complete the C 1 labels or 
customs declarations, although they shall accept no llebillty for the customs declarations. 

Article 117 

Items for delivery free of charges and 1-

1 Items for delivery to add,_ free of charges and fees shall bear in bold letters the heading "Franc de taxes 
et <h droirs" (Free of charges and 1-I or I similar indication in the language of the countrv of origin. These 
items shall be provided with a yellow label also heiring in bold letters the indication "Fn,nc d11 taxes tit <h droia". 
The huding and the label shall be pllad on the tddrea side, in so far u pouible in the top left•hll'ld comer, 
beneath the senoer's rwM and ac:ldrea where these are given. 
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2 E"'Y itam llnt frN of dwgn and f- 111■ 11 bt ~ied -by a franldng nota on yellow paper in the 
form of the anNXed apaclman C 3/CP 4. The llndar of the item and, • l'9gll'ds the postal service indications, 
the ditpn:hing offic:a, shall comp.._ the taxt of the right-hM!d aide of the front of p.u A and B of the frank• 
ing not1. The •ndar'• llfflrial may bt made with the 111■ of c:artJon papa,. The text shall include the undertaking 
pmcribad in article 40, p.-.graph 2, of the Convention. The franking nota, duly ·completed, shall bt securely 
attlChad tD the itam. 

3 When the lender alics afl8r posting for the Item to bt dlliY■nd frw of chargn and fNs, the procedure shall 
be a follows: 
a if the r1qunt is to bt f~ by post. the office of origin shall inform the office of destination in an 

ax~ nota. This im.r, bearing the pqpaymem of the ch■rve due, shall bt forwarded• a r9gistlNd 
itlm by the quickllt route (air or a,rfacel to the office of datillltlon accompanied by a franking note 
duly completed. The office of datlnatlon shall affix the label PNa"ibad in paragraph 1 to the item; 

b if the r1qunt is to bt forwarded by tllagraph, the office of origin shall inform the office of destination by 
telegraph and at the - time advi• the ralativa particulan of the posting of the item. The office of 
destination shall automatic■lly make out a franking nota. 

Chapter II 

Rules relating to the packing of items 

Artic:I■ 118 

MakH,p. Packing 

Lm■r-poct itlffll shall bt made up s■curely and in Rich a way that th■rt is no risk of other iteml getting 
trapped in them. The packing shall bt adapted to the shape and n■1Urt of the item and the conditions of trans
port. EftfV item shall bt made up in Rich a way • not to ■ff9Ct the health of officials and so • not to pres■nt 
any danger If it contains articles of a kind llkaly to injura officials called upon to handle it or soil or damage 
other itlffll or postal equipment. 

2 Items containing ■rticln of Ill• or other fragile ma19rials, liquids, fatty a,bstances, dry powd■n, whether 
colouring or not. liv■ i.s, l■■ch■s, silk-worm '11111 or the parasites referred to in article 36, paragraph 4, c, ii, of 
the Convention shall bt packed In the following manner: 
a articln of glm or other fragile objecu shall bt packed In a box of metal, wood, strong pllltic material or 

strong cardboard, filled with papa,, wood shavings or any other appropi;.. prot■ctive mat■rial, to prevent 
any friction or knocks during tranlPOrt tither be1-n the obj■cts themulvn or b■i-n the obj■cts and 
the Iida of the box; 

b liquids and ..,.,._ which NOiiy liquefy shall be enclotad in perfectly leek-proof container,. Each con
tlin■r shall b■ pi-! In I apaclal box of m■tal, wood, strong plastic material or strong corrugated card• 
board, containing enough sawdust. cotton wool or any other appropriatl prot■etive material to absorb 
the liquid should the contain■r break. The lid of the box shall bt fixed so that it cannot easily work loose ; 
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c fatty substances which do not •asily liquafy, such• ointmants, IOft-lOIP, resins, n:, and silk-wonn 911111, 
the COIMIV-=- of which p....ms f9w dlffic:ultin, shall 119 enclOtlld in I first packing (box, bag of cloth, 
plastic, au:) which is itself placed in a box of wood, metal or •nv othar matarial stout enough to prwant 
the contenU from leaking; 

d drv colouring powden, such • aniline blua, n:, shall 119 admittad only in perfectly leak-proof metal boxn, 
placed in tum in box• of wood, strong planic mlt9rial or good quality comigated cardboerd with SIWdurt 
or any o1har approprilta ablOrtJent and pnnactive ma111rial b9twHn 1ha two conuiners; 

e dry non-colouring powders shall b9 placed in containers (box, bag) of metal, wood, strong platic mmrilll 
or cardboald; that containers shall tlMmMlval b9 ~ in a box madt of one of thOII mmrialls; 
live ban, INChes and parasiteuhall b9 fflClottd in boxes 10 constructld • to avoid any danger. 

3 Packing shall not 119 l'9Qllired for articla in one pitm, such • pitcts of wood, metal, n:, which it is not 
the custom of the trade to pack. In this CIN, the addr111 of 1ha add- should 119 givffl on the articl9 itself. 

Article 119 

Make-up. Perishlbl9 Infectious biological substances 

Perishable biolo9ical subltlncls which .,. infectious or rusonably susptCtwd to b9 infectious for man ll'ld 
animals shall 119 declared "Infectious substlncn". Lttttrs conuiining such substances shall 119 subject to the 
special packing conditions laid down In the following paragraphs. 

2 Sanden of infectious substancts should tnSU,. that shipmants are preparwd in such I manner that they 
arrive at their dfltlnltion in good condition and that they praNnt no haunl to l)lf10l1S or animals during ship
ment. Elements ofsich packaging include such -.itials a : 
a • watertight primary ractptaela; 
b I WIUrtight NCOndary packaging; 
c absorbant material should b9 placed b9twNn th9 primary 1"9C11Jt1Cle and the secondary packaging. If multi· 

pie primary rectptaclts .,. placed in I single secondary packaging th9y shall 119 wrapped individually to 
ensure that conuct ~ th9m is prevw1Ud. Tha lblorbent material, such • cotton wool, should be 
sufficient to take up tha •nti,. contwnts. A non-hygrOICOPic fflltffial which don not avaporeu under ship
ping conditions and is in fact non-toxic for man may ba ldded; 

d an ouur packaging of sufficient strwnglh to fflNt performa!IQ usts equivalent to those laid down in the 
regulations of the inurnational bodies c:ompaunt In the rnatUr. 

3 Although exceptional items, such • whole organs, may requi,. special packaging, the grnt majority of 
infectious substances can and ohould be pack_.t according to - following guideli,-: 

a substancn shipped It ambient tamp1r1turas or higher. Primary rec:eptlCles include those of glm, metal or 
plastic. Positiva me- of ensuring • 191k-proof -1 must be providtld such • hat -1, skirted stopper or 
metal crimp •al. If scrww caps.,. Ulld th- should b9 reinforced with upe; 

b subsuMts shipped referigamad or frozen (Mt ice, "cold dogs", dry ice). Primary 1'9C1Pt1Cln cJOtlld by 
screw caps should not be ulld. Ice or dry ice must be placed outside the secondary packaging(s) . Interior 
supports must b9 pn,vidtld to 11CUre tha IICOl1da,y packaging(s) in tha original PCllition after the ice or dry 
ice ha been dillipattd. If let iaUlldtha packaging must ba lttk-proof. If dry ice is Ulldtha ouur packaging 
must permit th9 ,..._ of carbon dioxide gas. 
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4 The outer box end the OU19r wrapping. if any, shall be fumilhld , on the side which bears the add- of 
the duly authorized laboratories sending and ,-iving it. with a standlrdizeddiMnond-shll)ld label, 10 cm x 10 cm 
or 5 cm x 5 cm, with bl■ck leners on a white ground. The top half shall bear the approved symbol for infectious 
substances and the bottom half the following words: " Infectious subltancll. In c■u of dlfflllll or leakage imme
diately notify public health authoritY." This label is IS follows: 

---~ -----
'-,:JJL.,_;/ 

ECTIOUS SUB 
/ 

f OJ OAIIAG( OR U 

Article 120 

Make-up. Perllhablt non-infectious biological substances 

Leners containing perishable non-infectious biological substlncel shell be subject to the following special packing 
conditions: Pwishlble biological substlnces which contain neither living pathogenic micro-organisms nor living 
pathogenic vinms shall be packed in ■n inner non-porous c:ontliil■r with an OU19r protllc:tive container and with 
absorbent material placed either in th■ inner container or betMen the out■r ■nci inner container; this material 
shall be of sufflCitnt qu■ntlty to lbtorb, in - of breakage, Ill the liquid contained, or capable of being formed, 
in the inner contain■ r. M-, the contell1S of the inner IS -11 IS of the OU19r container shall be packed in 
such a WIY IS to prewnt MIY mov■rnent. Special provision, such IS drying by mezing ■nd packing in ice, shall be 
made to ensure the sn-rvation of substlnc■s lllllitive to high temperltUres. Air tr■nsmiaion, which emails 
changes of atmospheric Pf8Slllrt, makft It--,. If the subltlnces ■re packld in ••led phials or-II-stoppered 
bottles, that theN containers be strong ■nough to withnand variations in pressure. The outer container, as well as 
the outer wrapping of the Item, shall be fumishld, on the side which bean the add- of the laboratories send· 
ing and receiving It, with a violet colour9d label with the following t■xt ■nd symbol : 

161 



• 

.. -:· .. ·····-~· .. -.· 

Convention, Deuiled Regulations 

Anlcle 121 

Make-up. Radioactive materials 

ltams contllinlng radioactive materials, whow conten11 and rnek.up comply with the regulations of the 
lntematlonal Atomic Energy lqtrw:'f providing spacial exemptions forceruincategoriesofltams,shallbudmitted 
for conveyance by post IUbject to prior c:onam from the competent IUthoritiel of the country of origin. 

2 Items containing radioactive materials shall be provided by the sender with a apecial whiUl label bearing the 
words "Matihw r«J~" (Radioactive materialsl, which label shall be officially c:ro-■d out should the pack· 
ing be murnect to the PIMll of origin. ,,_ iUlffll shall also bear In addition to the 11111'1■ and addl"IIS of the 
sender. • r■qlllllt In bold lltffll for the mum of the 11111111 in the ~ of non-delivery. 

3 The sender shall gm his 11111'1■ and addl"IIS and the con1■n11 of the i111m on the inn■!' wrapping. 

4 Administrations may designate special post offic:a for the poating of itams containing radioactive materials. 

Anicle 122 

Make-up. V erificatlon of con1lln1S 

Printad papen and lltarature fortt»bllnd shall be made up in such I way that their contents are sufficiently 
proUICtild while permitting quick and usy veriflc:ation. They shall be 111-1 in a wrapper, on • roller or betwNn 
cardboard, in open envelopes or containan, in cloead .,,..._. anveio,.s or containers. but which can be taily 
and llfaly openad and reclOlld or tied with • string which is usy to unknot. Thi administration of origin shall 
detarmine whether .the closing of u- i1lml allows for quick and ■-v veriflClltion of the contents. PrinUld 
papen containing books and brochures may bl admlttld under ..ied, tnnsperent wrapper. Thi adminiltratlons 
coramact may l'IQUlr■ the sender or ~ to facilitatlt verification of the cont1nt1 either by opening - of 
the 11llffll pickld out by tNm or in - other NtisflCtory _,_ 

2 Administntlonl may authorize the closing of bulk-pol19d printad papers, iauing for that purpoee • permit 
to """ who make I requat for one. To bl admlttld at the prinuid papers ma, items clOlld on tt-■ conditions 
shall bear in bold letUlrs on the addl"IIS side, in so far• poaible in the top left-hand corner, benuth the sender's 
name and addl"IIS where u- .. given, the indication "/mprlml" (Prinuid PIPffll or "lmpriml I tau rtili,.,. 
(Reduc:ed-raUI prinuid PIPffll, 11 approprim or the equivlltnt in • language known In the country of destina
tion, and the number of the relevant permit. ,,_ indications shall constitutll proper authority for verification 
of the contents. 

3 Printed papers l)Oltld In bulk• epclflld In paragraph 2 may, notwithstanding paragraph 1, be il'llffllld in 
cloead pllltic wrapping. lither trMIIPllllil «opaque.Thi addrw of the addrw, wt out in the direction of the 
gr■IUllt dimansion, the addl"IIS of the sender and the J101ta1t paid imprint precribld in anicle 1119, may be 
placld under the pllltic film in IUCh I way that they .. perfactly legible through the tranrP■ffllt panel or panels 
provided for that purpoee. Thi wrapping shall Include, on the addl"IIS side, a sufficiently wide pert on which 
•rvice inmvctions, lll'f reaons for non-delivery or, when applicable, the addrw'• ,_ add,_ can be wrltuin 
by hand, or shown by ~ of I label or by any other proca. 11 on paper; 1 suffic:itlntly wide part of the 
wrapping on the addl"IIS side must have the properties of paper. Items wrapped in pllltic may also be prepeid by 
IMWIS of franki~ine i~ons nwle on a •lf-edhaive label or, in - indelible way, on the actual 
wrapping. 

4 No special conditions of closing shall bl l'ICIUirld for 11111II pac:kets; itlffll designatld II IUCh may be opened 
for verification of their contents. H_,, by -'OIIY with the conditions laid down in paragraph 2 for printed 
PIPffl, adminiltntionl of origin mey mtrict the °"1ion of clOling 11111II packets to i111m1 posUld in bulk. Anicles 
which would be spoilt if packed according to the general Niel and 1111m1 of men:handil■ packed in a transparent 
packing permitting verification of their contents, shall be admitted in I hermetically l9aled packing. The same 
shall apply to industrial and vegatat,le products l)Oltld in I packing ••led by the manufacturer or by en u-in
ing a,thority in the country of origin. In thole cw. the administrations coiamld may require the sender or 
the add,- to aaist in checking the conuints, either by opening certain of the Items indicaUld by them or in 
IOIM other satisfactory manner. 
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Article 123 

Items in panel envelopes 

Items in envelopes with I trlllll)lffl1t addrea panel lhall be ldmiaible on the following conditions: 
1 the panel shall be litult9d on the plain side of the -lope which ii not·provided with the closing flap ; 
b the panel shall be made of such • -ill and in such • ._.., that the add,- can be easily rnd through it; 
c the panel shall be recungular, its grNINt dimlnlion parallel to the length of the tnV11lope, 10 that the 

addrea of the add- appun in the - dil9Ction and the application of the data-stamp is not intar• 
fer.twith; 

d all the edgn of the panel shell be pracialy stuck down on the inside edges of the opening in the envalope. 
For this purpose there shall be ., ■dlqu■1a sp.- betwNn the lidl and bottom tdgas of the envelope and 
those of the panel; 

e the add_', addrea shall be the only thing visible through the panel or, at the very le■st, shall stand 
out clearly from •nv other indicltiont visible through the panel; 

the contlnts of the itlffl shall be folded in such • way that the lddrea rtm1ins fully visible through the 
panel even if tht con1911U shift inlidt the envelope. 

2 Items in envelopes which - wholly tl"■IIPll'lflt. w if ., lddl'WI label is affixed to thtm, items in enve-
lopes which have an open panel and itams in envelopes with more 1h■n ON panel shall not be admitted. 

3 Items in envelopes with a tl"■ IIP■ant lddrea panel shall be CONider9d • ltlnd■rdlud items if they con-
form to the conditions laid down in ■nlclt 20, peragraph 1, a, ii, of the Convention. 

Chapter Ill 

Special provisions applicable to uch catllgOl"y of items 

Article 124 

Lettan 

Subject to the provisions rwlating to lt■ndlrdiad iwns and the packing of iwns, no conditions shall be laid 
down for tht form or dosing of lettars. H-, Iman in envtlopts must be rec:t■,gUl■r to ensurw that they 
do not c■,w difficulties during their handling. Let1ltn with the COl'llinancy, but not the shape, of posu:ards 
shall altO be pl.-1 in rwctangUl■r envtlop-. The..,.- on the llddrea side -rv for the lddrea, the postage 

and the llfVic:t instructions or llbtls shall be left completltly clar. 

Article 125 

Postcards 

Postcards shell be rwctangUlar and be made of cardboerd or of paper niff enough not to make mail handling 
difficult. They shall not hllVI projecting or raised relief Jlll'tS. 

2 Postcards shall bear on th■ front th■ hlllding "'CM1lt ~,, (Postcard) in French or its equivalent in 

another language. This hllding shall not be compullOl'Y for pic:iure J)Ol1Cll'dt. 

3 POSll:lrda shall bt ...,t unencloeed that is to uy, wi~ wrapper or envelope. 

4 The right-hand half at teat of the front shall be ,-n,ld for the addrea of the add,-, for prepay-
ment and for llfVic:t insvuctionl or labels. The llndtr may make 1111 of the back and of the left-hand half of 
the front, subject to paragraph 5. 
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5 It shall be forbiddln toeffix or attach 11111Plesof mm:hlndiN oraimilararticln to pom:ards orto embellish 
them with cloth, ll'llbrolderv, IPll1Qles or similar matarilla. Such ca'ds may be 1111t only in ctONd trMlopes. 
Nevertheless, illustrations, photogl'lphs, namps of every kind, labels Ind cuttings of every kind, of peper or 

other very thin IUbltance, • well • add,- slips or fold-blck shNts may be 1ffixad to them, provided that 
th- 1rticl• are not such • to attar the IIIU.lre of l)Olll:lrds Ind that they adhere completely to the card. TheR 
articles may be affixed only to the bide or to the left•hlnd half of the front of l)OIU:lrds, with the exception 
of lddrea slips, tabs or labels which may oocupy the whole of the front. 

6 P01te1rd1 not complying with the ...... lltions for that Clt9gOry shall be tniltld • lettll'I, exmpt when the 
irregularity derivn only from showing the prepayment on the bide. Notwithstanding article 113, l)ll'l9raph 4, 
such cards shall be regarded in 111 - • unpaid and trNtad ICCOrdingly. 

Article 126 

Printed papers 

Reproductions on paper, cardboard or other ffl1111rills commonly Uled in priming produc:9d in -eral 
identical copi• by - of I rnec:hlnical or photogl'lphic procesa, involving the UN of • block, ltlnCil or nap, 
tive, may be Nl1t • printad papen. The idminiltmion of origin shall decide whether the object in question his 
been reproduced on III ldmiaible fflltari1I and by 1ft ldmillibll procas; It shall not be bound to admit • printad 
paper any items which are not admitted • such in the donmtic aervic:e. 

2 Administrations of origin may admit It the pri"11C1 paper 1'118: 
1 letten Ind l)OIU:lrds exchlngad ~ pupils of IChools, provided that ~ Items are 1111t thnxqi the 

principals of the IChools conc:arnad; 
b cormpoudet a courNS Nnt by IChools to their pupils and pupils' exen:INS in the original or with c:orrec• 

tions but without any non which does not relltl directly to the performance of the work; 
c m1nucripu of work or for MWIPll)efl; 

·d mullic:II 1C0'9S In manucrlpt; 
e photoCOPies; 
f impressions obtained by 1111- of computer printers. 

3 The items mentioned in paragraph 2 shall 1110 be subject to article 122 • regards form and make-up. 

4 Printad papers shall beer in bold litters on the lddrea llide, in so fir• poalble in the top left•hlnd corner, 
beneath the sender's name and lddrea where ti.a .. given, the expreaion "'/mprlmlN or "lmprinM • rue 
r«Ju/ti,• 11 appropriata or their equivalents in • lanvuage k,_ in the coumrv of datinltion. 

5 The following may not be lll1t • printad Pll)ffl: 

• documents produced on I typewriter of my type; 
b copies obtained by maans of tracing and my kind of handwritten or typNritten copies; 

c copies obtained by 1N1111 of l1lfflPI with or without moveable type; 
d articles of stationery propar, bearing reproductions, when It is clearly shown that the printed part is not 

the emnti1I part of the lftic:le; 
e films and aound, o r video recordinga; 

punched paper tapes and ADP cards bearing perforltions,-marks or signs which could constitute annota

tions. 

6 Several copies obtained by admiuible ~ may be Nnt together in • single printed papen Item; they 
shall not bear the n- 111111 ldd'9INI of dlff.-nt Nllders or add-. 

7 Cards bearing the title "'CMa, ~# (POltClrdl or the equivalent of this title in any language shall be 
admiffld at the printed paper rata, provided that they satisfy the general conditions applicable to printed papers. 
Those which do not fulfil~ conditions shall betl'Ntad • pom:ards or enn • letten, in application of 1nicle 125, 
paragraph 6 . 
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Article 127 

Printed papers. Authoriud annotations and encl011.1rws 

The following may be shown on pri11111d papen, by any ~= 
a the name and lddnss of the· llnder and the add,_ with or without showing the title, profeaion and 

style; 
b the pl- and d .. of dilpatch of the item; 
c •rial or registration numben. 

2 In addition to thea pa,iculars it 111111 be permitted: 
a to deletl, mark or underline certain words or certain partl of the prin111d text: 
b to correct printing errors. 

3 The additions and comctions specified in paragraphs 1 Ind 2 shaould have a di1'9Ct bearing on the content 
of the reproduc:tion; they should not be of such a nature II to constitute a code. 

4 
a 

It shall Illa be permiaibla to show or to add: 
on order forms, sublCription forms or offers in rnpact of. published works, books, pamphlets, newspapers, 
engravings, musical sccns: the works and the number of copies asked for or offwred, the price of the works 
and notes giving -tial elements of the price, the method of payment, the edition, the names of the 
authors Ind of the publithen, the c:aulogue number and the words "paper-backed", "stiff-backed" or 
obouncf''; 

b on the forms 1111d by the lending NTVices of libraries: the titles of the works, the number of copies asked 
for or sent, the names of the authors and of the publishen, the c:aulogue numbers, the number of days 
allOWld for l'Nlling. the ,,.,. of the penon wishing to consult the work in question; 

c on picture p(IIIClll'ds, on prin111d visiting cards and on prin111d cards axpraaing felicitations or condol-: 
conventional formui. of coumsy ex~ in frve words or five initials at the most; 

d on-printed literary and artistic productions: a dedication consisting of a simple conventional tribute; 
e on cuttings from MWIPIPIB and periodicals: the title, elm, number and addreu of the publication from 

which the article is taken; 
On printing proofs: aluntions and additions c:oncemed with the comctlon, layout and printing. • -11 • 
notes iuc:h 11 "Paaed for preu", "Rud - Pwd for prw" or any similar note concerned with the produc
tion of the work. In - of lack of IP-» the additions may be made on special shNts; 

g on advices of change of addrea: the old and the new addreu and the elm of the change. 

5 Finally, it shall be permitted to encl011: 
a with all prin111d papers: a card, envelope or wrapper bearing the printed addreu of the sender of the item or 

. his agent in the country in which the original item - l)Oltld. The encloeure may be prepaid for mum by 
me- of postage stamps of the country of destination of the original Item; 

b with liUll'arV or artistic prin111d works: the relative open irrvoice, reduced to its -tial elements togsther 
with copies of the invoice, clepoeit notes or in111mational or internal money order forms of the country of 
destination of the item on which It shall be penniaible, after agrNffllnt betwNn the adminiltl'ltions con
cerned, to show by any means whatever the amount to be deposited or paid and the particulan of the 
postal giro account or the addreu of the payw of the order; 

c with fashion papen: cut-out pattllms forming. according to the indications appearing on them, an intllgrlll 
part of the copy of the paper with which they are 11nt. 

Article 128 

Primed papen in the form of cards 

1 Printed papers of the form, consistency and size of a pom:ard may be sent unenclosed. 

2 The right-hand half at laut of the front of prln111d papers sent II cards, including picture poncards benefit-
ing from the reduced charge, shall be reNl'Ved for the addrea of the add,-, for PNP8Yffl9nt and for service 
lnnruc:tlons or tabltls. 

3 Printed papen •nt II cards not complying with the regulations in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be treated as 
Iman, excapt when the irrwgularity derives only from showing the prepayment on the back. Notwithstanding 
article 113, paragraph 4, such itaml shall be regarded in all caes II unpaid and treated accordingly. 
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Article 129 

Literet!Ke for the blind 

Len.rs bearing writing uad by the blind polllld uraelled and pl.- bNring the ch..-.c:t9rl of writing uad by the 
blind may be •m • litlmul'I for the blind. The ..,_ 111111 apply to IOUnd l'ICOrds and to the ll)ICiat paper 

intended solely for the 1111 of the blind, provided that they .. lll'lt by or lddr..s to III offici1lly l'ICOOlliZed 
insti1u11 for the blind. 

Article 130 

Sm■li packm 

Smell packm shill bear in bold letters on the eddl'lll lide, in 10 far a l)Ollible in the top left•h■nd comer, 
if applicable benN1h the llllder'1 name and eddrm, indic■tion of which on the outside of the i11tn shall be 
obligatory, the exl)l'lllion Npftit ,-,wt" (11'11111 packet) or its equivalent in I language known In the country 

of destination. 

2 It shall be permitted to encl- therein III op911 invoice l'lducad to itl -till etemems and to show 

on the outside or on the il'llide of i1lml and, in the tmer -• on the lrticle i111tf o, on a spacial shNt. the 
eddrm of the eender and the add- wi1h the indic:ati«w in 1111 in c:ommercill tr■ffic, a 111111Uf■cturwrs or 
trade m■rk, 1 remence to com1po11dl1101 exchanged b9lWWI the Nndlr and the adclrw, a lhort note referring 
to the manufacturer and to the person a,pplying the goods or coraming the person for whom they ■re intended, 

• -11 • .rial or registration nun-men. prices and wry other notas giving -ti.I elements of the prices, partic
ulars l'll■ting to the wwight, volume and size, the quantity w1llable and such p■rticulan • - --, to 
determine the IOUn:9 and the char■c1lr of the goods. 

3 It shall also be permin.d to encl- therein 111v other document not having the charac1lr of cumm Ind 
personal corr11po11de1101, provided that its ~ and andlr .. thoN of the 11'11111 packet. The ldminiltretion 
of origin shall decide whethar the document or documents tllClolld fulfil ti- conditions. The - shall apply 
to the ~re in 11'11111 pack.a of gramophone ,-ds, tapN and wlr11 ~ or not bearing I IC>Und or video 
recording. ADP (■utomatic data Pl'~"VI cards, rnagnetic tap11 or similar means• -11 • OSL cards. 

Section II 

Registered items and insured letters 

Chapter I 

Registered items 

Article 131 

Regirtered items 

Reoistlred itlffll shall bNr cle■rly and in bold let1lrs the heading HR~- (RegilUll'ldl, ■ccom· 

panied, if ,-y, by I similar indication in the language of the coumry of origin. 
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2 Apart from the exceptions below, no IPICi■I condition • to fonn, cloling or method of addrwu shill be 
prncribed for reginlr■d lt8ffll. 

3 ltams bearing ■n ICldr■a wriflln in p■nc:il or CCll'l1l)a.l of Initials shill not be edmitted for registr■tion . 

H-■r. the address of itams odtlr th■n thole which are 11111t in 1n -■lope with I tr■nsp■rent PIMI m1y 
be wrlttln in copying-ink p■nc:il. 

4 Regist■rld itams shall b■■r I l■bll in the form of 1he IIIIIIXed sp■cimen C 4, which mun ■dhere properly. 

5 Administrations which find It impoaibl1 to produce l■blls in the form of thlt sp■cimen on which the 
indications are pri11111d in full lh■II bl p■rmitted to u• fr■mad l■blls with the dimensions ·of the C 4 specimen 
in which only the lettar R has blln printed 111d on which the oth■r indications in ■ccord■nce with that specimen 
have blen ■dded in I sharp, cl■■ r ■nd ind■ llble form by ■nv ~ -■-. Administrltions whose intam■I 
regulations It prn■nt forbid the u. of C 4 l■blls shall also bl p■rmitted to ponpone the Introduction of this 
measure Ind to distinguish r■gistered i- by the use of I sump clearly reproducing the paniculm on the 
C41abll. 

6 The 111111 or namp; 111d th■ hllding "Reamm•11Jr (RIIQilt■rldl, shall bl plac.d on the addrwu side, in 
so fir • possible in the top llft-h■nd com■r, blnelth the llnd■r's name 111d lddrea wh■re t:t.. .. gmn, or, in 
the CIR of items in the form of cards, above the addrea in tueh I way• not to an.ct its legibility. In the cae of 
the sp■cial reginlr■d b■os mentioned in article 24, paragraph 1, p, column 3, i, of the Convention, the C 4 111111 
shall bl affixed properly to the addna l■blls auppfied by the llnd■r. 

7 Administrations which ~ ■dopted in their int■rnll •rvice the SVl1affl of mech■nic■I acceptance of 
registered Items mav. instnd of uting the C 4 label, prim diNC:tlv on thea Items, on the addrea side, the_ 
service indications • app■ar on the 1for■Aid l■bll or, if applicable, ■fftx in the - pa.» the machine-printed 
strip with the - indications. 

8 With the authorization of the administration of origin, u.n ffllY u• for their regimred i1llffll -,1opa, 
bearing. in the pl■ce provided for affixing the C 4 label, a preprinted flClimile of that l■bll, the dimensions of 
which m■y not be lea than th011 of the C 4 label. If Mid bl, the arial number ffllY be indic■ted therein by any 
process ~er. • long II It is lddld in sharp, clear and ind■ llble form. A facsimile of the C 4 l■bll m■y also 
be printed on address l■blls or direct onto the contents of Items dlspeu:hed in ■rwelopes with trllllPlffllt s-Mls, 
• long • such facsimile is pl-1 in 111 - It the left-h■nd licle of the penel. 

9 No 11riai number shall bl placed on the front of registered Items by the illtlffllldn administrations. 

10 Any adhesive tapes Ulld to cl011 r■gistared Items shall bear the name, m■rtt , sump or signature of the 
s■nder. 

Chapter II 

Insured letters 

Article 132 

MlkHip of imur■d lettm 

lmur■d lltt9n sh■II fulfil the following conditions to bl admitted to the post: 

• they must be -led, lither by identical wax 11111,, or by lead -as, or by another effective means, with a 
IPKial uniform deeigrl or mart< of the ander; 

b th■ envelop■s or th■ packing must bl strOng and shall pannit the 11111 to adhere or to be attached corn
ple1aly, • the CIII may bl; the .,_lopes must bl made in one piece; the u11 of envelopes or packing which 
are wholly tr■nspam,t or which have a trlllll)lnlfft s-MI, shall be prohibited; 
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c the rnakNlp shall be such that the c:ontants c:winot be tampal'9d with without obvious damage to the 
envelope, the packi119 or the -■Is; 

d tha seals, the ponage sumps rapmenti119 tha prepaid poctage, and tha postal •nrice and othar official 
NrYice labels shall be ~ ouuo that they cannot - to hide damage to the emelope or to tha packing; 
tha ponage stafflPI and the labels shall not be folded Oft!' the two side of the envelope or the packing so as 
to co,,ar an adge. It shall be ftxt,iddarl to affix to i111111'1d lettan labels other th-, thOIII relating either to 
tha ponal NrYice or to official services whoa intanrention may be requlNCI under the national legislation of 
the country of origin; 

e if they are tied with string end -■led • delcribed in a, the string itsalf need not be -■led. 

2 l111111'1d lettan which 11-■ the ex1arior appeerm of• box must fulfil the followi119 additional conditions: 
1 they shall be of wood, metal or plastic end suffic:lently strong; 

b the walls of wooden box• shall have a minimum thiclu .. of 8 millirMtres; 
c the top and bottom shall be covered with whlta paper to take the address of the add-, the declaration 

of the i11111rad value end the impreaion of the official staml)I; they shall be Naled on the four sides In the 
manner dacribed in paragraph 1. a; if required for i11111ring inviolability, the box• shall be tied round 
Cl'-ile with strong string without knots, the two ends bei119 joined under a wax ... 1 bearing a special 
uniform delign or mark of the ..... 

3 In addition, the following prvvilions shall apply: 
a the prepaid l)Oltage may be denotad by III Indication showing that the postage ha been paid In full, for 

example: "Tax• l»'Pl'N ICharga collectad); this indication thlll appear in the top ri9ht-hand pan of the 
address aide and be authanticltad t,y an imprwion of the data-stamp of the office which pnpaid the itll'II 
or made up the ponaga on it; 

b itams addrnied to initials or the addrea of which is shown in pencil and thOII which 11-■ araunis or 
comctions in their addrea shall not be ldmittad; such itams which h- been wrongly admittad shall be 
raturned to the office of origin. 

Article 133 

Insured letters. I nsurad value 

The insurad value shall be expmal in the curnnc:y of the country of origin and writtan by the sender or 
his rep,-ntative above the addrea of the i1llm in words with r- letteri119 and in arabic: figures, without 
..-...re or altaratlon, tvffl if certified; the amount of the insured value shall not be writtan in pencil or indelible 

pencil. 

2 The amount of the 1,-'9d value lhall be c:onvenad Into gold fr-- by the ..- or by the offlcl of origin. 

The result of the =---lon, rounded up whera appropriata to the nNl'ftt franc, shall be shown in figura at the 
side of or below thoa ~119 the value in the curnnc:y of the country of origin; the emount in gold francs 
shall be boldly undarlined in colourad pencil. Conversion shell not be carried out in dlract sarvices ~ coun
tries which have a common curnncy. 

3 When circ:umsuncas of any kind or statements made by the im.raned parties bring to light I fraudulent 
i11111rara for a value grntar th-, the ICtUII value enc:IONd in a lmar, the administration of origin shall be advised 
promptly, with any documents In aippon of the i,-tjgation. If the lfflar ha not yet been delivered to the 
addreaae, the administration of origin !NY ask for Its mi.m. 
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Article 134 

lnsul'9d lm.n. Functions of the office of origin 

Once the office of ori9in h• IC0IPl9d 111 imul'9d lettar • eligible, it shell: 
a affix a pink libel in the fonn of the ennexed specimen VD 2 end bearing in roman letten the letter V. the 

,_ of the office of origin end the eerie! number of the item. It shell merk the exect -ight in g,_ on 
the item. The VD 2 label and the indication of the weight shall be placed on the lddrm side end, in so fir 
• possible, in the top left-hand comer, beMlth the WIider's nane end lddrm where ~ .,. given. 
Administrations may howlver replKe the VD 2 llbel by the C 4 llbel ~ in ertic:ie 131, paragraph 4, 
and a small pink label bearing in bold letten the words "Va/air_.,.,. (lnsur•O; 

b add to the lddrm side a stamp imprmion showing the office Ind date of posting. 

. Chal)18r 111 

Advice of delivery and delivery to the addressee in person 

Article 135 

Advice of delivery 

1 Items for which the WIider requem 111 advice of delivery shell beer in bold letten on the lddrm side the 
indication -Am de rktlption'" (Advice of delivery) or the ltlfflP impnaion "A.A.". The IIRder shell give his 
nwM and lddnlis in roman letten on the outlide of the 11am. The lm.r indlc:ation, when it appem on the 
lddrm side, shell be pi-I in the toP left-hind comer. This l)Olitlon lhall • far • poaible also be ■-igned to 
the indication -Am de rktlptlon,. (Advice of dellveryl or ltlfflP in,prwalon "A.A.", which may be located 
beneath the sender's name and lddraa where U- .,. given. 

2 The it9ffll mentioned in psagraph 1 lhlll be accompanied by a light Aid fonn, of the c:onsiltenl:Y of a 
pom:ard, conforming to the annexed ,peclmen C 5. The Nnder shell enter his name and lddrm in roman letters 
on the front of the fonn, using ,.._ other tti111 ordinary pencil, end Plrticulss relating to the itam Ind the 
add,- on the back, • indicatad by the form's layout. The front of the fonn lhlll be completlld by the office 
of origin or by any other office IPPOin1lld by the dilpw:hing administration end be -=urely attached to the 
item; if the form does not reacn the office of destination that office lhlll IUtDl'nltic:llly make out a ,- advice 
of delivery. 

3 In calculating the postage on 111 advice of delivery Item, including where applicable calculation of the 
air sun:hlr9e, the weight of the form C 5 shell be taken into -,m. The advice of delivery charve shell be 
...--tld on the item with the other chlrgeL 

4 The office of destination shell mum the C 5 fonn: duly completlld, to the lddrm shown by the sender; 
this fonn shall be Nnt • cMcouwrt end P0lt frN by the quickest rou1a lair or surf-). 

5 At the Nnder'S request, 111 advice of delivery which his not been returned within a normal time shell be 
the subject of an inquiry made frN of ch.-gl on form C 9 prwided for in article 147. A duplicate of the advice 
of delivery, bearing on the front in bold letters the word. ,.Duplk:al':II,. IDuplicatel, shall be attached to the 
C 9 inquiry form. The lm.rshell be dealt with in ICICOrdlnce with -,tlclt 147. The C 5 fonn shall remain lttlChed 
to the inquiry form C 9, unlea the ham his been duly delivered, in which CMe the office of destination shall 
detach this form In order to mum it• precribed in psagraph 4 above. 
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Article 136 

Oelivlrf to the add,- in penon 

R19istel'ld items and i111111"1d lettan for dtliwery to the add,_ in person shall beer in bold lltt9n the words 
•A IWll9ffiW .,, tNin Pf'IIIHW• (For delivery to the ~ in PfflOOI or the equivalent in a language known in 
the country of destination. This indication shall appa- on th■ add,- lid■ and, in so far • ll(lllible, in the top 
llft-hand conMr, blnath the llnd■r' a 11■11'11 Ind...__.,.~ -oivan. 

Section Ill 

Operations on departure and arrival 

Chapter I 

Articll 137 

Application of the datHtamp 

The imprint of a datHtlffll) showing, in ro1Mn t.tt.n. the 11811'11 of the office mponsible for -Hing Ind 
the date of that op■ration shill bl applied to the add,- aid■ of llttlf'opoSt items. Equivalent particulan in the 
char■c:t9n of the country of origin may bl addld. 

2 Th■ appllc:ation of the datHtamp prn:riblcl in paragraph 1 shall not bl compulsory: 
1 for i11fflS frankld by muns of impl'9aions of p(lltll franking machines If the name of the pl- of origin 

and the data of l)Olting app■ar on~ impl'llliona; 
b for items frankld by .,,._ of impraaions oblainld by a printing prwa or by any other printing or namp-

ing l)l'OCIISI; 

c for un,evimred rlducld rat■ itllml, IJl'OVidld that th■ pl- of origin la shown on theN Items; 
d for lett■r1)0lt Items 1911tJng to the l)Oltll aervice a limd In article 15 of the Conv■ntion. 

3 All l)Oltagt nampa valid for PfWPIYffllllt shall bl c:anotlled. 

4 Unl■D ldmlnittratlona hav1 prwacribld c:anotll■tion by muns of a sp■clal stamp impl'lllion, s-ug■ stalllPS 
left u-lled through error or omiulon in the aervice of origin shall bl: 
• struck through with I thick lin■ in ink or in indellble pencil by th■ office which dftecU the i1'1'911Ul■rity. or 
b cancelled, by that - office, using the edga of th■ datHtlmp in such I way that the name of the post 

office is not identlfiabll. 
5 Milllllt Items, nc■pt for unnoi•l'ld rwdumd ra11 i...,., shall bl illlpl'mld with the datHtamp of the 
office which thly h- ruchld in error. This shall apply to both ltltionary offices, and, • far • possible, trlVel
ling post offices. The lmpr..ion shall be mad■ on the back of the IUlml in - c:aa of lettan and on the front in 
the cae of postCarda. 

6 The stamping of Items posted on lhipa shall bl the respon1ibllltv of the poeul official or the officer on 
board clwgld with th■ dUty, or, failing tholl, with th■ l)Olt office at the port of call at which~ items are 
handed over. In that-• th■ offioe lhall imp,- th■ corr .. pond1nc:e with i1J datHtamp and add the word 
•N,w;,ww, •,-,u.t,ot" or any other similar nota. 

7 Th■ office of deltlnltion shall apply to th■ back of uch i111111'1d letter III impl'lllion of iu namp showing 
th■ date of rwc:eipt. 
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Article 138 

Expreaitems 

Items for expras delivery shall be provided with eithlr a special bright r9d prln,.t label or a sump i~on in 
1he ume colour bearing 1he word •Ex,,,_,., (Ex.,._i In bold let1an. In 1he abNnc:e of a label or a sump imprws
sion, the word •Exp,.H (Exsn-1 lhall be writt9n in very bold capital Iman, in r9d ink or r9d pencil. The 
•Expm• (Exprna) label, impl9aion or indication lhall be placad on 1he add,- side, in 10 far • poaible in 1he 
top left-hand comer, beneath 1he Nndlr's ,_ and adcns where u- - given. 

Article 139 

Unpaid or underpaid items 

When the administration of origin undertak11 to prepay automatic:ally unpaid items or make up auto
matically the posuge on underpaid items in ordar to collect the milling amount from the sender afterwards, the 
postage or the l'lfflllinder of the posaige may be denotad: 

either by one of the methoda of prepayment laid down in article 28, paragreph 1, of the Convention, 
or by an indication showing 1hat the postage has been paid in full, for example: "Tu• ~" (Cha-gt 
collect9dl. 

This indication shall appnr in the top right-hind part of the add,- side and be authtntica1.cl by an irnprealon 
of the datHtlfflp of the office which snpaid the item or made up the postage on it. 

2 Items on which the spec:ial charge laid down in article 24, paragraph 1, h, of1he Convention istobe collected 
in --«lance wi1h article 30, paragraph 2, either from 1he ~ or, in the case of undeliverable items, from 
the Nnder, shall be maritad with the T namp (postage duel in the middle of the upper pert of the front; beside 
the imprwaion of this namp the administration of origin shall write very legibly in the cumncy of its country the 
amount of the under.payment. Ind under a fraction line, that of Its charge valid for the first weight step for 
letters dispatched by surface mail. 

3 In the case of reforwarding or 1'11Um, applying the T rtlfflP and giving in ea:oni.- with paragreph 2, the 
amounts in the form of • fraction shall be the retpOnllbility of the reforwarding administration. The ume lhall 
apply in the c:aN of Items originating In countries which apply reduc:ad cherges in the lffllic:e with the reforwllrd· 
ing administration. In such a c:ae, 1he fraction shall be established according to the charges laid down in the 
Convention and valid in the country of origin of the item. 

4 The delivering administration shall mart the item with the charge to be collect9d. It shall determine this 
charge by multiplying the fraction resulting from the data mentioned in paragraph 2 by the amount, in its national 
cumncy, of the charge applied in the intarnational lffllic:e to the first weight step for letters dispatched by surf
mail. To this charge, it shell add the handling charge pntlCribed in article 24, paragraph 1, h, of the Convention. 

5 Every item not bearing the T rtlfflp imprellion shall be considered • duly prepaid end treaud accordingly. 

6 If the fraction laid down In paragraph 2 h• not been lhown beside the T rtlfflP by the administration of 
origin or the reforwerding administration in the case of non-delivery, the administration of destination may 
deliver the uncier,,aid Item without collecting a charve. 

7 Postage stamps and postal franking imprellions not valid for prepayment of ponege shall not be taken into 
eccount. In 1hat case, the figure nought (01 shall be placed beside such posuge stamps or impreaions, which shall 
be marked around In pencil. 
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Anlcle 140 

Return of pert A of franking n0191. R-,y of c:hargn and fie 

After detivefytothe ldd-ohnitemfordelivefyfrw of chargn and fNs, the office which has ldvlllCld 
the cunoms Of other c:hlrges on behalf of the sender shall compleal, so far• it is conoemed, with the ua of 
carbon paper, the details appearing on the back of Pl'U A Ind B of the franking notll. It shall Nnd part A, 
acx:ompanied by the supporting vouchers, to the offlca of origin of the itam; ~ shall bt ,ent in I dOlld enve
lope, without Indication of the 001119nt1. Part B lhlll bt retained by the admininrltlon of dtni111tion of the itam 
fM Mttlement with the debtor administration. 

2 H-, -,y administration may arrange fM Pll't A of franking notn on which charges h- bNn lftied 
to be returnlld by specially 11JP0in1ad offices Ind '9QUat that this pan bt fOl'Wlfded to I specified office. 

3 The n- of the office to which part A of the franking not9S are to be returned shall be ent91'8d in every 
cae on the front of this part by the office dispn:hing the itam. 

4 When 1111 itam bearing the words •Franc,- rair• •t M droiDH (Free of charges and fNS) rachts the service 
of destination without I franking notll, the office responsible fM customs clelmlc:e all prepare I duplicate note ; 
on pans A Ind B of this nate It shall show the n.ne of the country of Migin and, • far • poaible, the data of 
posting of the itlffl. 

6 When the fr111king note is Ion after delivery of III him, 1 duplic:lte lhlll be prtplrtcl under the ,- con-
diti0111. 

6 Parts A Ind B of the franking nota relating to itwns which fM any ruson are returned to origin shall be 
c:ancelled by the ldminiltrltion of destination. 

7 On receipt of pert A of I franking note showing the chlrgn paid out by the service of dtninltion, the 
administration of origin shall convert the lfflOUnt of thole chlrgta into its own cumnev 1t I ma which all not 
be higher than the r.u fuced for the i .. of postal n--, orders intandtd for the country c:cn»mtd. Tot result 
of the convtnion llhlll bt shown in the body of the form Ind on the coupon It the side. Aftlr recovering the 
lfflOUnt of the chlrgta, thtl offloe appointed for thlt purpott shall hind to the llfldtr the coupon from the nate 
Ind any supporting vouchers. 

Article 141 

Redlrtetld ltams 

I tams lddl'INICI to ~ who hlv• changed their lddreu shlll bt considtrtd • lddrtaed direct from 
the place of origin to the place of new dtltlriltion. 

2 Any iMUred letter the add,- of which has left for MOther country may bt redirected If thlt country 
opennn the service In Its rellti0111 with the country of the flm dtsti111tlon. If It doa not, the item shall be sent 
back forthwith to the administration of origin for return to the llfldtr. 

3 Items unpeid Of undtrpeid for their flm transmission shall bt subject to the charge which would hive been 
applied to them if 1hey hid been addr....t diNCt from the point of origin to the place of the new destination. 

4 Items property prepaid for their fim trawniaion, but on which the additional charge for the further trans
mission has not blen paid btfort their redirection, shall bt subiec:t, In ICCOrdlnce with trtlcles 24, ptngraph 1, h, 
and 30, paragraph 2, of the Convention, to • charge repreanting the dlffe- be-.i the postage all'lldy paid 
and that which would h- blen ch.-ged if the items hed been dispnched originally to their MW dtstinltion. To 
this charge shall bt tddlld the handling chwge. If refol warded by lir, the items for their further tnnamiaion, shall 
be In addition, subject to the air surdwgt, combined chlrge or apeci1I ftt prwcribed in 1rtidt 76, pwagraph 3. 

6 ltllffll originally for III lddrea within I country shall not bt redlrec:llld to ll'IOther coumry unlea they 
satisfy the condition for the further c:orweyanc:e. 
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6 I tBffll having originally cln:ulatad free of postal char9II within • country shall be IUbject, in accorda.
with articles 24, paragraph1,h, and 30, paragraphs 1 and 2, oftht Convention, to the l)Oltll!lecharge which would 
hava been payable if thNe itwns had been addrmed dira:t from tht piKe of origin to tht pl- of the ,_ desti
nation. To this charge shall be added tht handling charge. 

7 On 1'9dll'tlCtion, the reforwarding office shall apply its dal9-ltlfflP to tht front of Items in the form of cards 
and on the back of Ill other CdlgOritS of 119ffll. 

8 ltBl'III, unregistared or registerwd, which .,.. returned to stndtn for completion or correc:tion of the addrta 
shall not be c:onsldared a redirKted items on f'IPOlting; thay shall be truted a,_ C01'1'91P011det1ce and COIWl

quently become liable to I ,_ c:twve. 
9 Tht customs duty and other f- of which it ha not bNn possible to _,,. C1111Ctilation on 1'9dira:tion or 
on mum to origin (article 1431, shall be collected COD from tht administration of tht ,_ destination. In that 
CIIII, the administration of tht original destination shall attach to tht item an explanatory note and a COD money 
order (R 3, R 6 or R 8 forms of tht c.h-on-Delivery ~ntl- If tha'9 is no Clllh-on-(lelivtry llll'Vic:e bttMtn 
the administrations conc:ei ned, the char9II in quation shall be -wed by c:omsponcltnc:e. 

10 If tht attempt to deliver an txp,99 item at tht plKe of addra by I special~ ha failed, the 
reforwarding offic:e shall strike through tht label or the indication "Ex,,,.H (Expqa) with two thick horizontal 
lines. 

Anicle 142 

Collective 1'9direction of letter-post items 

Unregiltllred it9ffll to be 1'9dirKted to tht umt pmon It I ,_ lddres may be tnelmed in special tnff

lopes in the form of the annexed specimen C 8 supplied by admininrations and on which -only tht 111mt and 
the ,_ addrea of the add- shall be written. Mcnovtr, when tht number of ittrns to be collectively refor• 
warded justifies it, I big may be ulld. In this - tht details rwquil'9d shall be tntared on I spcill llbti pro
vided by tht administration and printed, g1111r1ily, on tht pmern of the C 8 envelope. 

2 Neither i- to be submituld to custams control nor it9ffll of which tht shape, volume and -ight may 
cause wring shall be tnelmed in these erwtlopes or bigs. 

3 Tht envelope or big shall bt prttantad open It the redirecting office to tnlble that office to collect. if 
,-iv, the additi0111I char9II to which tht itams it contains may be subject or to mark on tht itBl'III tht 
charge to be collec:Nd on arrival when tht eddltional charge ha not bNn paid. After chtcking it. the forwarding 
office shall close tht envelope or big and apply to tht e!W91opt or label, whtrt -■rv, tht T sump indic:lting 
that chargas - to be collec:ted for 111 or IOIN of tht it9lnl included in tht -.lope or big. 

4 On arrival It its destination, tht tnvtlope or beg may be opened and its corlt9'ltl chtcked by tht delivering 
office which shall collect. whtrt -V, tht unpaid additional c:hlrgas. The handling charge provided for in 
1nicle 24, paragraph 1, h, of tht ColWWltion shall be colleculd only once for 111 ltBfflS inserted in tht -elopes or 
bigs. 

5 Unregistered ltBfflS ldcll'tlNd tither to uilon and ~ aboard tht_umt ship, or to penons travelling 
• • party, may elso be trUted • provided for in perag1aphs 1 to 4. In that CIIII, the _elopes or big labels shall 
bur the addna of tht ship or of the shipping or travel agency, tte, to which the envelopes or bags shall be 

delivered. 

Anicle 143 

Urldelivtrablt items 

Before returning to tht administration of origin items which for any .--i hava not been dtlivared, the 
office of destination shall show cl..-ty and concisely, in Fl'fflch, a far • possible on the front of these items, 
tht reason for non-delivery, in tht followino form: "inconnu" (not known), H""""'" (refuNc:11, ,,., vo~" 
(travtliing), ",wti" (gone MIYI, *nan r«:laml" (not claimed), "d«»dr (dtc:NNdl, etc. As regards posu:ards 
Ind printad papen in the form of cards tht -n for non-delivery shall be shown on tht right-hind half of the 
front. 
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2 This infOffllltion shill be shown by the application of I namp or by affixing I label. Each administration 
may add the trlnllltion, in its own language, of the rweeon for non-delivary and other appropriate panic:ulan. 
In the 11rvic:e with administrations which have 10 ■grNd the indications may be made in I single agrNd language. 
Manuscript notes reg■rdlng the non-dellv■ry made by offlc:iall or by post offices m■Y 1110 be reg■rded • sufficient 
in th■tCIII. 

3 The offlCI of dlstination lhlll strike out the addrw iwtlculan with which it is conc:emld while laving 
them legible and writa •RftOUr" (Rmiml on the front of the itam besidl the name of the office of origin. It 
shall 1110 apply its d■tHtamp on the back of letters and on the front of PClltClrdL 

4 Undeliverwble itlffll shall be retumld to the office of exchang■ of the country of origin, either individually 
or in • spacial bundle labelled "Enl/0# non dinri~" (Undeliverwble it■msl, • if they wwre ilaffll addrellld 
to that country. Undeliverable and unrtglstered itaml which bear adaQuate mum details shall be r.iumld dirwct 
to the sender. 

5 Undeliverable int■mai i- which h- to be 1111t abroad to be r.iumed to the senders shall be duit with 
in ■ccord■nc:e with article 141 . The - shall apply to int■mltion■ I corr•po11d111c:e when the llllder h• mov■d 
to another country. 

6 Items for third p■non1, addm■■d care of diplomatic and contUl■r NrYices and retumld by them to the 
post office • unclaimed, • well • i- for individuals, ■dclreD■d to hot■ls, lodgi1191 or agencies of ■ir or mari• 
time companies and rw111mld to the post office becaua they cannot be delivered to the -add..-, shall be 
treltld • undeliverwble it■ms. In no e111 shall they be coillider■d • new itlffll subject to payment of l)Oltlge. 

7 Insured ten.rs which ~ not been deliverwd shall be ■-nt back• soon• p(lllible, and at the latest within 
the period fix■d by article 35 of the Convention; V- itams shall be entar■d on the VO 3 lilt and included in the 
packet, envelope or-bag llbell■d •v_,,. dlclMNs" (lnsured -it■msl. 

Article 144 

Withdrawal from the post. Alter1tion of add,.. 

Every request for withdrww■I of itaml from the pon or for 1lt■r1tion of address shall entail completion by 
the sender of a form confonnlng to the ■nMX■d apecimen C 7; one form may be ulld for MWl'li it■ml pomd at 
the ume time at the seme office by the - llflder to the addrea of the - add...-. In handing in this 
request at the post office the ,ender shall prove his identity and prodlxe the c:ertif1C1t1 of posting. it any. After 
the proof of identity, for which the administration of the country of origin shall ■-ume responsibility, the pro
cedure shall be II follows: 
a it the request is to be •nt by pOlt, the form, accompanied If poalble, by • perfect facsimile of the envelope 

or of the addrea of the ltam, shall be 1111t dlrwct to the office of destination, under registered cover and by 
the quickest route (air or surf-I; 

b it the request ii to be made by t■llgnlph, the form shall be hand■d over to the telegraph NrYic:e which shall 
bl instruct■d to tr■ntmlt its t■rms to the post office of destination. 

2 Any request for 1ltaration of add.-. conc:erning 1n insured letter made by telegraph shall bl confirmed by 
post, by the first mail, 11 pretCribed in pa-■grlPh 1, 1; the C 7 form shall then beer It the head, in bold letten, 
the nou #Confirmation de la .,,,.,,. ""'1raPhique du •M H (Confirmation of the t■legnph request dat■d ... I; 
pending this confirmation the office of destination shall merely rwtain the item. However, the administration of 
destination may, on its own responsibility, act on the t■legraphic requllt without waiting for confirmation by 
post. 

3 On rKelpt of the C 7 form or of the t■ l■gr■m •nt inltlad, the office of destination shall 111rch tor the 
item in question and tak■ the n-,y action. 
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4 The action tlken by the office of destination on IVllf'Y requat for withdl'IWII from the post or alteration 
of the add..- shall be communicalad immedlluly to the office of origin by the quickest route (air or surf-=e), 
by means of the reply ponion of the C 7 form, which shall be llltofflltiellly prePlf9d If the request hu been 
made by telegraph. The office of origin lhlll inform the applicant. The Ami lhlll apply in the following cin:um• 
nances: 

fruitlllS Marches; 
items already delivlnlc:I to thl lddrmN; 
request by telegraphic means not sufficilntty explicit tD permit the ltlffl tD be identified with certainty; 
ittm confilClttd, dtstroytd or MiDd. 

If the llndtr of I request llnt by Uitgrlphic mt-, ha llktd to be notified by telegram, the reply shall be 
11nt by this mtans to thl office of origin, which shall inform tht appllclnt a quickly • possible. 

5 Any administration may de through notlficltion of tht International Buruu, for rtqUtits concerning it 
to be exchlllglld thrOU9h its central administration or through I specially appointad office; this notification shall 
include the 1111'111 of this office. 

6 If requestS art 1xchll19td through tht central administrations, 1 copy of tht request may, in an emergency, 
be sem d irect to the office of origin by tht offa of destination. Requests 11nt direct lhlll be ICtld on in that the 
itarns conc:emtd shall bt withhtld from delivery until the arrival of the request from tht central administration. 

7 Administrations which tXtrc:itt tht option 111ow9d by paragraph 5 shall btlr the charges which may result 
from the transmiaion in their intamtl service by post or tlltgraph of tht communications to be exchangtd with 
the office of dtninatlon. R-rM tD telegraphic means shall bt compulsory whtn the iendtr hu himself used 
this means and the office of dlstlllltion cannot bt advised in t ime by pmt. 

Anicle 145 

Withdrawal from the post. Altemion of addrta. ltams port8d in I coumry other 
than that which ..-»ivt1 the requtSt 

Any office which ra»ivts I rtqutlt for withdl'IWII from the post or alteration of add..-, madt in accor• 
dance with anicle 33, paragraph 3, of tht Convention, lhlll verify tht idlntitY of tht llndtr of the itlm. It shall 
send the C 7 form to the office of origin or destination of the lttm. It shall ac:ertain, in panicular, that the 
lddrllS of the sender IPl)lll"I dttrly in the pl-=e providtd for this purpoae on the C 7 form, so as to be Ible It 
the right time, tD inform tht 91ndtr how his requat - detlt with, or return tD him the item which is the sub
itct of withdrawal, u the CIR may bt. 

2 If the withdl'IWII concerns a rwgistlred 1111m or an inaired lettlr, tht certificate of posting must bt produced 

by the sencltr but shall not bt lttachtd to tht C 7 form; tht llttlr shall bt1r the notation: "Vu~ de dlp6t 
No ••• deli~ le ·- par le""-,, de_" (Seen, ctrtlficltt of posting No ... iautd on ••. by the office of ... ). The 
cenificltt of posting shall btlr the following notation: "o.rn.t,de de ,emit (ou de modification d'«J,-J 
~I• ••• au buruu de ... " (RequtSt ~ withdrawal from the post (or for alteration of address] made on ... 1t 
the office of ... ). This note shall be accampanitd by an irnpnaion of the dltHtlfflp of the office receiving the 
request. 

3 Any telegraphic request made under tht conditions laid down in paragraph 1 shall be sent direct to the 
office of destination of the item. If, however, It refars to• registtred Item or an insured letter, a C 7 form accom
panied If poaible by the receipt of posting Ind clearly marlctd "o.m.nde ~iqut1 ~ le ..• au 1,u,.au 
de ... " (Telegraphic request mldt on ... 1t tht office of--) shall, in addition, bt •m to the office of origin of the 
item. Aftlr verifying tht details, tht office of origin shall write It tht top of the C 7 form, in coloured pencil, the 
note "Confi,,,,.tion de i. _,,.,,. .,._,,,,lqw du·-" !Confirmation of tht talegraphic request of ••• ) and shall 
send It to the offa of destination. The office of destination shall hold the registered itam, or tht insured letter 
unttl receipt of this confirmation. 

4 So that it can inform the sender, tht office of destination of the item shall inform the office which receives 
the requllt how it ha bttn dealt with. H__., wh■n a r.gisttred itll'l'I or 1n insured lettar is concerned. this 
Information shall pea through - office of origin of - ltiem. In the CMe of wtthdrew■I, the w lthdrewn Item 
shall bt 1ttlchtd to this information. 

5 Anicle 144 shall apply, by lnllogy, to the office which .receives the request Ind to its administration. 
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Articla 146 

lnquirils. Unr■gisterwd itlffls 

Every inquiry about an unl'lgirtllred item 111111 involv1 the preparation of I form conforming to the ann■xld 
specimen C 8 which shall be ICCOITIPlllild, • far • poaible, by • facsimi.le of the addrwa of the item on I small 
sheet of thin paper. The inquiry form 111111 be completld with 111 the dttalls called for M'III very legibly, preflrably 
in roman capital l1tt1n M'III ll'lbic fillum. Whenlvll' pouibll this form shall be compllt9d by typawriter. 

2 The office which rlCliYII the inquiry shall IUtOffllticllly forward thl form direct. pntferlbly by r99imred 
mail and by the quicklSt route (air or surf-I, without• COVlring lllttlr Ind in an envetopa, to thl co~ing 
officl. The lllttlr, 1ftlr obtaining the ,-,v information from the.add,- or the llllldlr, • the CMI may be, 
shall automatically retum the form, pn,flrably by rlgimred mail and in an env1lopa, by thl quick■st route (air 
or surf-I to the office which J)l'lplnld it. 

3 If the inquiry is acknowlldgld to be justified the llttlr office shall forward the form to iu central admin-
istration for furthll' inVIStigation. 

4 A single form may be uad for -11'11 items posted It the SMlt tirn■ by the same llllldlr to the address of 
the Sim■ add-. 

5 Any administration may llit through notific:ltion of the lnumatlonal Bureau for inquiries concerning its 
Sll'Vice to be forwarded to lu central administration or to a spacially appointed office. 

6 The C 8 form shall be returned to the administrltion of origin of the item undlr inquiry in ICC0l'dance with . 
the conditions prNCribed in article 147, penigraph 12. 

7 If a r■qUISt is made fortransmiaion of an Inquiry by tellgraph, 1 telegram shall be sent. inllllad of i C 8 form, 
diract to the office of dlStination or, where applicable, eithll' to the central administration of the country of 
destination or to a spacially appointad office. If the tender hM askld to be advisad by telegraph, the reply shall be 
thus transmitted to thl S1rvice which inltlltad thl t1lagraph inquiry; if not. the reply can bl given by post. 

Articla 147 

lnquirils. Ragistared items and insured iettel'I 

1 Every inquiry about a r99istlred item or 111 insured letter shall bl made on a form conforming to the 
annexld specirnan C 9 which shall be accompanild, • far • poaibla, by a facsimile of the Mldrea of the item 
on I small sheet of thin paper. Th1 inquiry form shall be compllt9d with all the dltlils callld for Ind very legibly, 
preflrably in roman capital llltll'I Ind arabic figures. When■ver poaible this form shall be completed by type
writer. In the CMI of an inquiry about r99iltll'ld items axchangld undll' the svmm of bulk advice, the number 
and the date of dllPl1Ch of tht mail must bl 1ntarad' on the C 9 inquiry form. 

2 If the Inquiry concerns a c•h•oo•dlliv.y Item, It lhall allO be accompanied by a duplicate R 3, R 8 or R 8 

mon■y order form of the Ca■h-on-0.livery Agrwrnent or by a deposit nota, • the CMI may be. 

3 One form may be used for -al Items l)0ltad It thl - tirn■ It the sarn■ office by the Slffll S1nder and 
sent by the - route to the address of the - add,._, 

4 The inquiry. fumilhed with the forwarding data, shall be lfflt from office to office following the same 
route as the item; it shall be lfflt autDmatlcally without a covering letter and in a clONd envelopa, and always 
by the quick■st route (air or su~I. H-, an administration of d■stination may prescribe that all inquiries 
be •nt to it by regis1ared post. 
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5 Any administration may, by notifying the International Bureau, Ilk for inquiries c:onceming its •rvice to 
be forwarded duly fumilhad with the forwarding data, to its central administration or to I specially appointld 
office. 

6 If the administration of origin or the administration of dlninltion 10 requfflS, the inquiry shall be for. 
w.-ded di1'11Ct from the office of origin to the office of dest_ination. 

7 If, upon niceipt of the inquiry, the office of dlninltion or the central adminiltrltion of the country of 
destination or the specially appointltd office, • the caN may be, is Ible to uy what finally happened to the itlffl, 
it shall completa part 3 of the form. In caN1 of delay9d deli.,.,,, retention or mum to origin the re110n shall be 
shown briefly on the C 9 form. 

8 An administration which is unabko to astabiilh either delivery to the add- or comict transmission to 
another administration shall immedi■Uly order the~ inquiry. It shall record in part 4 of the C 9 form 
its decision on liability. 

9 The form, duly compietad II prncribed in paragraphs 7 and 8, shall be returned by the quickest route 
(air or aurf-=-1 to the add1'911 given It the end of it or, if no add1'911 is given, to the office which prepared it. 

10 Any intermediate administration which forwards IC 9 form to the next admini1tr1tion shall be mponsible 
for informing the administration of origin of the fact by muns of a form conforming to the annexed speci
men C 9bis. 

11 If an inquiry has not been returned within I period of two months I duplicate of the C 9 form, furnished 
with the forwarding data, shall be 1tnt to the central administration of the country of destination. The word 
NDup/icaD# (Ouplicatel and the data of dispatch of the original inquiry shall be written very conspicuously on 
the duplicate. . 

12 The C 9 form and the doc:umenu which 119 attached to It, Including the add,_'1 declaration made out 
on a form conforming to the. annexed specimen C 32, and certifying the _,_ipt of the itam under inquiry 
shall invariably be returned to the adminiltrltion of origin of the itam under inquiry II soon II possible and It the 
latest within five months from th• dltl of the original inquiry. 

13 The foregoing provisions shall not apply to - of theft from I mall, loss of a mail or to other similar 
-• which rwitata a more detailed exch.-ige of COi r11po11d1nce betwNn adminiltrltions. 

14 If a request is made for trlnlmiaion of an inquiry by telegraph, atlllagramlhlll btNnt. instead ohC9form, 
di1'11Ct to the office of destination or, where applic:able, either to the central administration of the country of 
destination or to I specially appointed office. If the sender has asked to be advised by telegraph, the reply shall 
be thus trlnlmittad to the service which initiltld the telegraph Inquiry; if not, the reply can be given by l)Olt. 

If the talegraphic inquiry doa not establith whit happaned to the item concerned, the inquiry shall be made 
again by post using form C 9 before indemnity is considtrld. 

Article 148 

Inquiries concerning items ponld in another country 

1 In the - provided for in article 42, paragraph 3, of the Convention, C 8 and C 9 forms conceming 
inquiries shall be forwarded to the office of origin of the item, unleu the administration c:oncemtd has requested 
that theN forms be •nt to its central Mlminstrltion or a specially appointed office. The certificate of posting 
must be producad but shall not be attlChed to the C 9 form; the laner shall be endoned " Vu ,w»pim dll tMp(Jt 

No ••• deliwrl,. _ p,,. butNU di ... " (Seen, certificate of posting No ·- iautd on ... by the office of ... I. 

2 The form must ruct, the admin~ of origin within the period pracribed in article 107, paragraph 1. 
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Anicle 149 

Delivery of I rifled or damaged insul'lld lattar 

In the CMIS 11)8Cified in article 53, J)ll1llrlPh 1, a and b, of the Convention, the delivering office shall 
prepare a VD 4 report an the joint IIIIPICtian and .hive It cauntllrligned, wh- ix-ible, by the add-. 
One copy of the report shall be handld to the add.,._ or, if the item is refuaecl or 1'11dirK!9d, lttlChed to it. 
One copy shall be retainad by the ldministmian which prepared the report. 

2 If the item ii delivered, the copy of the VD 4 report prepared in ICCOrdanc:e with article 165, paragraph 10, b, 
shall be lttlChed to the Item and dlllt with In ICC0rdance with the r9gUlatians of the country of dntinatian; 
if the item is refulld, the 11id copy shall re,:nain et1IChld to the item. 

3 When intamal r9Qlllltians 10 require, an Item 111bject9d to the trHtmllnt specified in l)ll'lgraPh 1 shall be 
returned ta the sender If the add- refu- to cauni.l'lign the VD 4 report. 

Section IV 

Exchange of items. Mails 

Chapter I 

Anicle 150 

Exchange of items 

Adminiltl'ltians may exchange, vii one or mare of their number, bath closed mails and i dicauven items ICCOrd· 
Ing to needs and service requiremenu. 

Anicle 151 

Exchange in clOlld mails 

It shall be obligatory to make up claad mails whenever one of the intermediate administrations so Ilks 
an grounds that the lfflOUnt or the weight of 6 cMcauvert itams is such as to hinder its work. Dispatches of 
i d6cauven ii.ms with an aver1g1._ight IXCNdlng 5 kll.- per mail or per day (when 11Vtn1I dispatches 
are made in I deyl can be cansidtrwd • being likely to hinder work • regarda-ight. 

2 The exch- of Items in ct.....i -ii• shall be r9g1.1latad by common con.nt .__n the administrations 
c:anctmld. 

3 Administrations via which i;IOlld mails - to be farwardtd shall be given suitable notice. 

4 In CMIS where an exc:aptianllly lwge number of unregmal'lld items have to be sent to a cauntrY to which 
mail is nOfflllily sent in trelllit i dicauvtrt, ldministrlltlons may agree ta the cauntr( of origin making up closed 
mails without a letter bill far the cauntr( of dtlltinltian. 

5 The administration of the country of origin shall advise adminittnrtions cocictmtd of the dispatch of the 
txtrllDfdinary dosed mails mentioMd in pa'lgl'lph 4 and -shall, to that tfftct, u• the C 16 verification note 
referred ta in article 174, IJll'lllll'IPh 1, which it shall send direct to thtm by the quicktst raui. (air or surf-). 
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Article 152 

Land transit without the participation of the country Cl'Ollld 

When an administration wishes to Ult a transpOrt llfYicl conveying mails in transit acroa another country with
out the participation of the llfYicn of that country in l0COl'danct with article 3 of the Convention, it shall· make 
a requat to that effec:t to the P0ltll administration of the country croaed; In addition it must provide that 
administration, If the llttll' so r9qlllltl, with llfl/ desired information about the mail thus forwarded. 

Article 153 

Routes and methods of transmiuion of insured len.n 

By me- of the VD 1 tables ~ from the othtn COlamed, each administration shall dtcidt on the 
rout11 to bl 1111d for the trammiaion of its insured letten; 

2 Thi transmiuion Qf insuntd lemn bttMIII adjacent countries or~ countries connec:t9d by a dirac:t 
se■ or air 11rvie1 shall bl efftc:tad by the offic:ts of exchange which the two administrations concerned appoint by 
mutual agrN!Tllflt. 

3 In the relations betwNn .countries lll)lrltld by 0111 or more intanntdim llfYic:ts, insured lettan shall 
follow the most direct route. Nevtnhtlta, the administrationt COIIClffllcl may also arrange with one· another to 
provide for trantmiuion i cNcouwrt by circuitous routa1 wt,en the trlll'IIITrission by the most direct route would 
not carry with it a g11•1111N of liability ovtr the whole dil1ancl. 

4 Subject to llfYict requi"""'"11 Ind trticlt 151, paragraph 1, Insured lttten may bl dispatched in closed 
mails or be handed over i cUcouven to the first intanntdiata administration if that administration is able to 
arrange for their trammiuion under the conditions precrlbed in the VD 1 tabi.. 

5 Administrations of origin Ind destination may 1111'11 among ~Iv• to exc:hangt in111red lmen in closed 
mails by me- of the lltfVicts of 0111 or more in1ilmledilltt countries, whether theN participate in the inturtd 
lttten llfYict or not. The intanntdim administrations lhall bl adv~ in good time. 

Article 154 

Transit i decouvert 

Thi transmission of i rUcouvert itlms to an intanntdiate administration shall be strictly limited to -
where the making up of clOlld mails for the country of destination is not junified, • defined in article 151 , 
paragraph 1. The dilpltching administration ihall c:on1Ult the lntermediata administrations • to the suitability 
of the route by which it is propoted to Nnd its i d6cou"1"t items. 

2 In the abllnCI of a special ....,.nt, all ltams postad on board a ship and not included in a clOlld bag 
mentioned in article 68 of the Convention shall bl handtd over i d6couvtrt by the ship's agent direct to the post 
office at the port of cell, ~ m.. ltemo h- been stamped on board or not. 

3 When their number and makN.lp permit. itfflll sent i cWcouvert to an administration shall be made up in 
l8l)lrlt8 labelled bundles for uch country of destination. 
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Article 155 , 

MakHlp of mails 

Ordinary items which c:an be bundled shall be claified by size (standardized items and other items) Ind 
bundled ICCOl'ding to ca19g0ries, letten and poncardl being included in the 1111'11 bundle Ind ,-spapan and 
Pll'iodic:111 mentioned In article 162, l)lrlllrll)h 1, b, iii, being made up in bundles IIJ)ll'm from other AO itams. 
The bundles shall be distinguished by llbell in the form of the annexed C 30 specimeN Ind showing the indica
tion of the office of destination or of thl retorw.ding office of the items 1ncl0Nd in the bundles. Items which 
CIR be bundled shall be amnged with the add- facing the 1111'11 way. Prepaid items shall be separlt9d from 
th011 which .,. unplid or ullCleqJeld Ind the labels of bundles of unpaid or underpaid it9ffll shall be i~ 
with the T stamp. The bundles of unpaid or underpaid ltams shall be placed in the big c:ontaining the letter bill. 
Thi thlclcness of the bundles of standardized items shall be limited to 150 mm after bundling. The weight of 
bundles of non-standardized itlms may not exCNd 5 kilogrammes. 

2 If lettars show signs of opening. detlrioration or damage, 1 nota of the fact shall be made on them and 
they shall be marked with the datHtaffll) of the office which ditcovfflld it. In addition, when the MCUrity of 
the contants so requires the it9ffll shall be placed if poaibll in a tramparent envelope or in I fresh packing on 
which the details appearing on the 11Miope shall be reproduced. 

3 Mails, including th011 made up solely of empty bigs. shall be contained in bags the number of which shall 
be ktpt to the strict minimum. The bags shall be in good condition to prot9Ct their contants; they shall alto be 
suitably cloeed, •lled prefwably with leed Ind labelled. The -Is may also be made of light metal or plastic 
provided the Naling is so done that It cannot be tampered with without be.-ing signs of tampering. However, 
when administrations are in ..-m on "1il subject. bags containing unrwgiltlnld AO it9ffll only Ind empty 

bags need not be lllled with leed; the - applies to bags c:ontainlng urngiltlred LC Of' AO itlml If they are 
conveyed in • -led container by • direct .,,,iol Of' If they - fotwarded by I country of embarkation that puu 
them into such • container fOf' the country of destination. When string is UNd it shall be 1).-d twice round the 
neck of the big In such a way that OM of the two lrlCil is drNn under the loops Ind then tied. The impressions 
of the •Ill shall reproduce, in very legible roman lfflltr1, lhe name of the office of origin or an indication sufficient 
to identify that office. 

4 The bags shall show llgibly in roman lettln the offiol or country of origin and beer UM word "Porlm" 
(Post) or any other slmll1r expreaion distinguishing them • postal dispatches. 

5 In the lbell,m of special .-,.nt -11 mails shall simply be wrapped in nrong paper so• to prevent 
any damage to the c:ontants, then tied with string and sealed with llad, light metal or pllltlc -Is. If leed, light 
metal or pi.tic ..,. - used, tMN mails shall be made up so that the nring cannot be detached. When they 
contain only Uffl'llli-.d items they may be clONd by me- of gummed ..is bearing the printld indication of 
the dispatching office of administration. Subject to article 158, administrations may agree to ua the - rneau 
of closing for mails containing registered Items which, becMIN of their small number are trlnlPOrted In packets or 
envelopes. In that caee, the ■ddreml of the pack.is and envelopes shall conform, • rege,ds the printed details 
and the coloun, to the provisions precribed in article 162 for the-labels of bags of mails. H-.r closing by 
me- of gummed Nals shall not be permittld fOf' bags containing insunKI llttln. 

6 Whln the number or volume of the items nec:aaitlffl the ua of more than one beg. sepama bags shall, 

• fir a possible, be Ulld: 
a fOf' lettan and poncards and, where applic:lble, for the MWIPIPlfl and periodiclls mentioned in article 162, 

paragraph 1, b, Iii; 
b for the periodicals mentioned In article 162, paragraph 1, c; Ind fOf' other iums; in ■dclition, • applicable, 

IIPlfltl bags shall be Ulld for 1111111 packets; the lllbels on th011 bags shall beer the words "P9tir, P«lfl(IO". 

7 The packet or bag of regiaurad ,,.... or 1,_ract lenan lhall be plaoad In one of 1he bap of letten or in • 

sep■rata bag; the outer big shall invariably be.- the nKI label pmcribed in article 182, paragraph 1, a. When there 

- MVeral bags of registlred itlml or insured lmen, 111 the bags mun bar • nKI label. 

8 The special envelope containing the letter bill shall be dealt with in ~ with article 166. para-
graph 1. 

9 The weight of each big shall in no circumstlnclS exCNd 30 kilogrammes. 
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10 Pu far • poaibla, offices of exchanga shall include in their own mails for a panicular office all the small 
mails (paclurts or bags) which ruch thlrn for that office. 

11 For conveyance purpo,n, mails may be placed in containers, subject to special agreement ~ the 
administrations conc:emed on the methods of using the containers. 

Anicle 156 

Letter bills 

A latter bill in the form of the IIIMXed specimen C 12 shall accompany each mail. It shall be placed in• 
pink envelope, if the mail contains insured letten, and in • blue fflVelope, if it does not, marked in bold letters 
uFeuille d'wis" (Letter bill). This envelope shall be fastened to the outside of the packet or bag of registered 
items; if there ant no registered items, the -.iope shall ~ poaibla be atuched to • bundle of ordinary 
items. In relations ~ countrin whole administrations II.- ruched agreement, the dispatehing office of 
exchange shall send one copy of the C 12 by air to the office of exchange of destination. Administrations may, 
by means of special agrwnen,s, dlcide that mails containing exclusively ordinary letter-post items or empty bags 

shall not be accompanied by • letter bill. 

2 The dispatehing office shall complete the letter bill with all the details called for; taking into ICCOUnt this 
anicle and articles 157, 158, 180 and 188: 
1 Heading: in the abeence of special .-nt, dilpatching offices shall not number the letter bills when 

mails .,. made up only - every day. In every other cae they shall number them according to an annual 
series for each office of destination. Each mail shall in that event bear I separate number. In the case of 
the first dispateh of NCh var the bill shall beer, in addition to the serial number of the mail, that of the 
lat mail of the preceding year. It a mail is supprwad, the dilpatching office shall entllr beside the number 
of the mail, the indication "Last mail". The - of the ship transporting the mail or the official abbrevi• 
tlon of thf flight uled shall be shown when the dispatching office knows it; 

b Tabla I: the ~ of urngislared expres or airmail ltams shall be shown by I cross (x) in the corres
ponding box; 

c Table II: the number of bags, broken down by category, shall be entered in this table. Administrations may 
agree that only red label bags shall be entllred on. the letter bills; 

d Tabla Ill: the number of bags and packets of registered items or insured letters shall be entered in this table, 
• shall be the number of special lists of registered items (anicla 157), VD 3 dispateh lists (article 158) 
and AV 2 bills (artlcla 209); when the mail does not contain envelopes, packets or bags of insured items the 
indication "NNllt" (NIii shall be entllnld into the "insured" column of that table; 

e Table IV: this table is inlanded for the entry of lffllll trwwit mails which are placed in the bag of the office 
of exchange reforwardlng the mail; 
Table V: the number of bags uled by the dilpltching administration and the number of empty bags returned 
to the administration of destination shall be entared in this table; whffll applicable, the number of empty 
bags balonging to an administration other than that to which the mail is addrnsed shall be shown separetely 
with • reference to that administration. When two administrations have agreed to enter red label bags only 
(subparagraph c). the number of bags uled for the make-up of the mail or the number of empty bags 
belonging to the ldministrltion of destination shall not be given in table V. Uncloled official letters and 
the various communications or rec:omrnendations from the dilpltching office relating to the service shall 
also be mentioned in this tabla; 
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g Table VI: this table it intendld for the entry of regis111'1d it•ms when special lim are not ulld exclusively. 
If the administrations conmmed have agreed to the bulk ld'fiee of registand Items, the number of tti.e 
items insanld in the bag containing the lettar bills shall be shown in words and In figures lerticlt 157. para
graph 21. When the mail does not contain registared ltlffll the indication ''NM!t" INII) shell be entered in 
table VI . 

3 Administrations may arrange with each other to include additional tlbln or headings in the letter bill or 
modify the tablet to suit their needs when they COl1lidtr it -rv. 
4 When an office of exchange ha no itam to pm fOIWlrd to I c:omsponding offiee and when, in the ltl"fice 
betwNn the administrations concemad, the lettat' billJ - not numbenld in ICICOrdanc:e with Plt'llll'IPh 2, 1, that 
office shall merely send 1 "Nil" letter bill in the next mall; in the case of annually numbered mails no "NII" letter 
bill shall be sent. 

Anicle 157 

Transmiuion of regilter9d ltamt 

Except where parlgl'lph 2 applias, regis11red itlms shall be trllllfflittad en1llrld lndi'fidually in table VI of 
the latter bill. One or more spcql lim in the form of the annexlld ~ C 13 may be ulld, either in place of 
table VI or a I supplament to the letter bill. The 1111 of spcql llltl shall be oompul-v if the administration of 
dfflination so requesu. Thi lists in· quation shall show the - -ill number a that shown on the lettar bill of 
the corresponding mall."Whln -••I special lists.,. ulld they shall ,_, be numbtrad in their own-• for each 
mail. The numblr of registered itlms which can be entered on.a single 1111Cill ll1t or in table VI of the letter bill 
shall be rntric:t9d to the number for which thl layout of the l'lll)letive form prgyidet. 

2 Administrations may agree to thl bulk ld'fiee of regimred itlms. The total number of itamt shall be ffltered 
in table 111 of the lettar bill. When thl mall compriNS -' bags of regilt8red itamt, -rv bag exc:apt the one in 
which the letter bill is intenad shall contain I special list showing, in words and figuns in the space prgyidld, the 
total number of regimred itfflll It contains. The number of itlffll inNrted in the bag containing the letter bill 
shall be mentioned thereon in the box in tibia VI ,..,wd for that pull)OII. 

3 Administrations may agree among themselves that paragraph 2 shall not apply to MP 1 money orders sub-
ject to automatic registration. 

4 Registered item& and, where applicabla, the special liltl pl'O'fided for in paragraph 1 shall be made up in one 
or more separate packets or bags which shall bl suitably wrapped or cl~ and -led with or without lead so • 
to protect the contents. The -11 may 1110 be made of light metal or plastic. The impreuion, of thl 1111s whether 
of lead or other material, shall reproduce, in wry legible roman letters, the name of the office of origin or an 
indication sufficient to identify that office. Begs and packets midi up in this way may be replaced by heat-sealed 
plastic bags. The registered itlffll shall be arranged in each packat according to their order of entry. When one or 
more special lists are ulld each of thlln shall be tiad up with the regiltered ittm1 to which. it refers and placed on 
top of the fim item in the bundle. When NVaral bags .,. uNd each of ~ shall contain a SPaeial list detailing 
the items which it contains. 

6 Subject to ■greffllent ~n the administrations conc:limed and when their Yolume parmits, regimred 
items may be encl~ in the special enwlope containing the letter bill. This enwiopa shall be sealed. 

6 In no C1N may registarld itlffll be includad in the- bundle a unregistered items. 

7 As far a pollibil a single bag shall not contain more thin 600 regiltlred items. 

8 If there is more thin one packat or bag of regimred itams each of the additional packets or bags shall bur 
• red label showing the nature of its contents. 
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Article 158 

Tr111smiuion of i1111.1red lettan 

The d~lng office of exchangt shall ll1lltl' the inalred Iman on special dilpau:h lists in the form of the 
annexed specimen VD 3 with all the details for which the fonn provides. 

2 l1111.1red lettan shall be made up wi1h the dilpaU:h list or lists imo one or more apeciel packeu tied to one 
another, wrapped In strong paper, tiad on tha outlide and llaled with fine wax on wery fold by means of the -1 
of tha dilpaU:hing office of exchange; theN packeu shall be llldonld "'V..un dlclarM" (11111.1red itwnS). 

3 Instead of being made up in a packet, the l1111.1red lmlln may be pi-ct in a strong paper envelope, clONd 

by - of wax -■Is. 
4 The packeu or envelOl)II of illlUred lmlln may ■IIO be clONd by means of .,rnrnec1 -" bearing the 
printed indic:ltion of the administration of origin of the mail, unless the administration of destination of the mail 
requires that they shall be ••led with wax or lead. An impraaion of the datHtlmp of the dilpau:hing cffic:e 
shall be added to the .,mmec1 -■I in u:h I way that it appean pertly on the -1 and partly on the wrapping. 

5 If their number or volume mak• it ~ i1111.1red lmlln may be pla»d in I big suitably clONd and 
-led with wax or lead . 

6 The packet, envelope or big of l1111.1red lmlln shall be enclOltd in the packet or big containing registered 
itams or, failing th01t, in the packet or big which would normally contain registered itams; when the registered 

· ittml are 1ncl0Nd in more th., one big, the packet, IIIVllope or big of l1111.1red letten shall be placid in the big 
to the nec:lt of which the special envelope containing the letter bill is attaclMd. 

7 The outer big containing i1111.1red Iman must be in perfact condition and the edge of its mouth shall be 
provided, if poaiblt, with piping which ffllk• it lmpoaible to open the big illicitly without leaving visible tr101s. 

Article 159 

T..-nillion of money orders . 

Postal money ordtn llflt unenclOled lhlll be made up In I --• bundle and pla»d in I packet or big contain
ing 1'99istertd ittml or, If there is one, in the packet Of' big with i1111.1red Items. The - shall apply to unregistered 
COD items exchanged in ICCOl'dance wi1h article 2, Pll'llll'IPh 1, of the Cllh-on-Oelivery Avr-nt- If the mail 
contains neither registered "°' insured ilaffll, the money ordln and, if a,y, the unl"l9ist9red COD lttm1 lh1II be 
placed in the IIIVllope contllnlng the letter bill Of' bundled with the latter. 

Article 160 

Transmission of express iUffll and airmail c:orrespondlra MIit in surf- mails 

The prtNnce of un1'9gil19red exprea or airmail itlllns lhlll be shown by a croa (x) in the corresponding box 
of table I on the letter bill (article 168, paragraph 2, b). 

2 Unregistered exprea lums and unregil19red airmail COfTIIPOlldetlCII shall be made up in separate bundles 
blaring labels marked In bold lmlln either •Exprb" (Exprea) or "Pr man" (By airmail) . Thew bundles shall 
be 1ncloltd by the office of exchange in the-.lope containing the letter bill which accon,panies the mail. 

3 If, '-tr, this envelope ha to be fixed to the packet or the big of ragister9d items (article 156, para-

graph 1), the bundles of IXIJ'W iUffll and airmail COiiWiPOilldtllCI shall be pla»d In the OiUlllr big. 

4 R19isterad exprea itlll'ls and l'1lgistlred airmail corr•po11d11101 shall be 1mnged in their order among the 
other 1'99istertd items and the word •Ex,,,.,, (Exprea) Of' .,,._,. twion" (By airmail) written opposite the appro, 
pri1te entries in the "Ot.rwtion,,, column of table VI of the lettar bill or the C 13 special lists. In the case of 
bulk advice, tht preaa of th• registered illlffll shall be shown simply by the words "Exprh" (Express) or 
..,._, wionH (By airmail) in tlbll VI of the letter bill. Similar indications shall be made In the " Ob#rwrfom" 
column on the VD 3 dilpatch lists opposite the entries of i1111.1red lttten for delivery by express or to be sent 
by 1ir. 
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A"icle 161 

Trammiaion of prin1ad papen for a single add,-

Everv ·special bag containing prin1ad papen for the - add,_ at the - addrea shall, in addition to the 
C 28 or AV 8 label which in this c:■11 been the letter "M", be fumilhld with a rwctangUlar lddms label pro
vided by the llllder and giving 111 the informetion c:onmming the ldd,_. The ■ddras label shall be made of 
suffici■ntly rigid c:.wa, a strong cardbo■rd, platic m■11rial or paper glued to wood 111d sh■II be provided with 
111 eyelet; it shill not be smaller th■n 140 x 90 nwn with I toler■ncl of 2 rrm. In the IDlll1Ce of ■ny advice to 
the contrary, th9R bags maybe•mrwgimnid. lnthel1tt1rc:■11 they sh1llbe entenid intlbteVI of the C 12 letter 
bill or on I C 13 special list u a single registered i19111 and the lttter "M" shall be ■ddld in the "Obeerletiom# 
column. If the spacial bags contain prin1ad papers to be submin.d to customs examination, the lddress label 
shill compulsorily be■rthe grNn C 1 label specified in •"icie 116, paragraph 1. 

A"icle 162 

Labelling of mails 

The labels of the bags shall be m■de of sufficiently rigid canva, plastic. strOng cardboard parchment or of 
paper glued to wood and shill be provided with III eyllet. Their layout and text shall conform to the annexed 
specimen C 28. In the •rvice betwNn neighbouring offlca, strong paper labels may be Uled; th9R shall, how
ever, be strong enough to withst■nd the v■rioua handling~ the malls undergo during tr■mmiaion. Labels 
are m■de in the following coloun: 
a in vermillion red, for bags containing registwred itemS, int11red iett■n and/or the letter bill; 
b in whit■, for bags containing only ordin■rv iUffll of the following C111g0ries: 

letten and IJC)IU:■rds ditpa11:hed by surfKe ■nd ■Ir, 

ii mixed it■ms (letten, ~ MWIPIP8B ■nd periodicals ■nd other it1m1I, 
iii n■wlP■Pffl pomd in bulk by publishen or 1hlir ■gllltl and dilpn:hed by surfKe only, 8XC1Pt th011 

returned to sender; the refemlce "NIWIPIPlll'I" or the referenc■ "Jx .. shill be writt■n on the white 
label, when the bags contain only IWIII of this category. Administrations of origin m■v also inte" in 
the bags with white labels baring the 1111-lce "N-,,apen" or the reflffl1ce "Jx .. ,_. periodicals 
published It least - a WNk ■nd posted in bulk to which they give in their domestic tervice the 
priority treetment given to newspepen; 

c in light blue, for bags containing only prin1ad papers, litamure for the blind, ordinary small packets and 
periodicals other than thOl8 mentioned in 1Ubp,, ■g1ept1 t,, iii. The reference "Periodicals" may be written 
on the blue libel when the bags contain only itemS of this category; 

d in green for bags containing only empty bags muffled to origin. 

2 The label of the bag or packet containing the letter bill (article 1581 shall always bear I bold letter "F" and 

the number of bags c:ompritld in the m■ll m■v be writ1ln on it. 

3 A white label may 1110 be Uled In conjunction with I tlb 5 x 3 cm in one of the coloun mentioned in para-
graph 1: a blue label may alto be Uled in conjunction with a similar tlb In red. 

4 Litten containing perithable inflctious biological subltlncls u dlfined in article 119 shall be pl.-! in 
separate bags. Each bag shall be provided with an identific■tion label, 1imi11r in colour and form to the label pro
vided for in '"icle 119 but m■de bigger to m■ke room for affixing an eyelet. Besides the special symbol for items 
containing infectious IUbrtlnces, this label shall bear the phra.: "Infectious substance" ■nd ''In CMe of damage 
or leakage immadiately notify public hNlth authority". 

5 In the cae of m■ils not accompanied by a letter bill, the lal of the outer bag containing ex~ items 
lhlll be■r either the red #Exp,.- (Exprwa) label or the word "Expm .. (Express) written in red. 
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6 The labels shall bur the - of the dilpeu:hing office printad in 1111111 romen letters and the name of the 
office of destination in large roman letters, precaded mpectively by the words "ct.,, (from) and "pour" (to), 11 

-11 11, 11 far II l)Ollible, an indication of the trananillion rou111, and, if the mails are going by -. the name of 
the v-1. The name of the off"ice of destination shall also bl print9d in srriall let18n, ""ic:llly, on either side of 
the eyelet of the lebll. In txchangn bttwNn countries by - not madt by direct ...-.,ices, and In exchlngn with 
other coumries which txprwaiy l'9qUtlt It, the dal8 of d_ilpeu:h, the number of the mail and the po" of diamb1r
k1tion shall 1110 bl given. 

7 lntermMlim offices shall not tnt91' 1ny •ill number on the llbtl1 of blllS or packets of clOlld mails in 
tr1n1it. 

8 When clOlld m■iis are to bt torwarrJtd by ships, apperuining to the intlfflltdiltl administration, but which 
the latter does not u• r1911larty for Its own traffic, the -ight of the letters Ind othtr it■ms shall be shown on the 
label of the mails if the administration responsible for 1rrqing the tmb■rkation 10 reqlltltl. 

A"icle 163 

Rout1ting of mails and prwparation of trial not111 

Whan a mail consists of _,,,1 bl!II, 1haN shall • fir • poaible remain together and be forw■rded by the 
same post. 

2 The administration of the country of origin may prw■cribt the route to bl follOMCI by the clOlld mails 
which it disp■tehes. PfOVidld that the UN of that l'OU1II does not •tntlil special com for an inurmediate admini .. 
tr1tion. Information about tht routeing sh1il bt tnt1trtd on the C 18 bills and tht C 28 llbtls. 

3 To -det1trmine the most favourable route Ind the time of transmission of a mail, the office of exchange of 
origin may •nd to the office of destination of the mail I trial note in the form of the annexed specimen C 27. 
This note shall bl included in the m■il Ind ma::had to tht lett■r bill, the' indicltion "C 27" being entel'lld in 
table V. If the C 27 form ii missing whtn tht mail arrives, the office of destination shall make out a duplicate. 
The trial note, duly completed by the office of destination, shall be returned by tht quiclttst route (air or sur
f-). 

4 In the event of a change in a 11rvict tor the txch1nge of ·clOlld mails lltlbiishtd between two administra
tions Yia one or more third party coumries, the ldministratlon of origin of the mail shall inform the administra
tions of tha. countries of the fact. 

5 If it is • question of ■n 1lt1trltion in the r0Ut1ting of mails, the ,_ l'OU1II to bt followed shall be reported 
to the administrations which previously pn)Vidtd the transit, while the old route shall be reported, for inform■-
tion, to tht administrations which will Pf'OVicte the trllllit in tht future . 

• ,n 

A"icle 164 

Transt■ r of mails 

In the absence of special ~m bttwNn tht administrations concerned, the transt.r of mails bttwNn 
two corre1po11ding offices shall bt carried out by rngg of I dtliYtry bill in the form of the annexed specim■n C 18. 
Two c:Opies of the bill shall bt prepared. The fim shall bt for the receiving off"tct and the second for the dis
l)ltdling office. The receiving offlce shall ■cknowledgt receipt on the lltCOnd copy of tht dtiivery bill Ind mum 
thlt copy immediltlly by tht quickest rout■ (■ir or surfKe). 

2 The dtliYerV bill may bt prepef9d in triplicate in the following CNa: 

a whtn the transt.r of mails ~n two corresponding offices is made through I transport service. In that 
CNa, the flm copy shall bl for the receiving office and shall accompany the mall; the second shall r-ive 
tht acknowledgtmtnt of receipt by the trlnlpOrt 1trvict and shall be given to the d~u:hing office; the 
third shall be retained by the trllllPOf't 11rvict attar bting signed by the receiving office; 
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b when the transmiaion of malls is effa:1ad by • me-. of transpOrt without accompanying staff, the first 
two copies shall be Nl1t with the mail and the third mained by the dispaU:hing office. The flm copy shall 
be for tha ...»iving office and the ~ shall be returned by the quickat route, duly signed by the lattar, 
to the dispaU:hing office. 

3 Becau• of their internal organization, c:enain administrations may raquat that NParlta C 18 bills be made 
out for lmar•post mails on the one hand, and for parcels on 1he other. 

4 When the trwfw of mails betwNn two eot,e.,ooding offiCel involves• .. lafVic:e, the dqpatehing office 
of exchange may prepeni a fourth copy which the ,-iving office of exctw,ge shall return after certifying it. In 
this ca. the third and fourth copies shall aa:ornp-,y the mail. In relations between countries whOl8 administra
tions have reached .-,it in this mpect. one copy of the C 18 bill shall be tent by air either to the ..-iving 
office of exchange or to iu central administrltion. 

5 Only the bags and packeu distinguished by red labels shall be detailed on the C 18 delivery bill. Other bags 
and packeu shall be entered in bulk by catevorv on the C 18 delivery bill n each c:atepy shall be transferred 
.,, bloc. The administrations concerned may, however, agree that only bags and packeu diltinguilhed by red 
labels shall be entered on the delivery bill. 

6 For delivery of airlifted surf- mails the C 18 bill shall be replced by the annexed C 18bis bill • 

7 The mails shall be handed over in good condition. H-r. 1 mail may not be refused becaul8 of damage 
or theft. 

8 In the absence of the C 18 delivery bill, th• ,-jying office shall Pl'9PIR ona in triplicate in accordance 
with the load ...»ivtd. Two copies accompanied by a C 14 verification note shall be tent to the dispau:hing office, 
which shall return one copy after examination and signature. 

Article 165 

Checking of mails and 1118 of verification notes 

Every office ...»iving a mail shall checlc not only the origin and damnation of the bags making up the 
mail and entered on the delivery bill, but also the ..,ing and make-up of the bags bearing red llbelL 

2 When en intarmadiate office receives a mail in bed condition, it shall checlc the contents if it thinks that 
thne have not remained intac:t and put it in ,_ packing just a it is. This office shall copy the peniculars from 
the original label on to the ,_ ona and apply to the lattar an impreaion of iu dl1Htamp, preceded by the 
endonement NR/lml»l/1, -· N (Repackad It .•• ). It shall maka out a verificltion note in the form of the annexed 
specimen C 14, in accordll1CI with paragraphs 6, 8 and 11 and shall i1111rt ona copy thereof in the repackad mail. 

3 Upon receipt of• mail, the office ofexclw,ge ofdatillltion shall checlc whither it ii complete and whether 
th• entries on the letter bill and, whel'9 applic:lble, on the VD 3 dlspau:h lisu and the special lilts of registered 
items are c:omc:t. It shall satisfy italf that there Is no irregularity in the external condition of the outer bag and 
of the 

0

Packet, envelope or Inner bag containing insured letters and that 1hr, have been made up in ac:c:ordance 
with article 158; it shall checlc the number of insured Iman and iftlPeCt them individually. It shall checlc 
wti.thar the mall ha arrivad in the•- In which it - dlspau:hed. If a mail or ona or more bags thereof, 
il'IIUr9d 1.-n. Ngisw9d items. a letter bill, a dispaU:h list or a special Un of reglstend Items - miaing or when 
there is any other Irregularity, the flcts shall be lfflfflldlltaly lltllblished by two offlc:ials. ,,_ shall make the 
,-ry cornctions on the bills or Usu, taking care to c:roa out, where -v, the incorrect entries in such 
a way • to le- the original entries legible. Unless there ii an obvious ■mll' the comctions shall be accepted in 
preference to the original -.it. If the letter bill, dilpatx:h lilt or a special lin is miaing the inward office 
shall, in addition, prepare• fTelh letter bill, dispaU:h lilt or special lin or make a preci11 note of the insured letters 
or registered items ..-ivtd. 

186 



Conwntion, Detailad Regulations 

4 When the mails are openad, the .constl1ulnt pans of the f-ning (lead and other suls, strill!i, labels) shall 
be kept toglther u far • poaible; to achieve this the string shall be cut in one pt.» only. 

5 When III office receives letter bills, dlspau:h lisu or special tins which are not intended for It, it shall send 
them or, If its intamal regulations so require, certifiad true copiN to the office of destination by the quickest 
route (air or surface). 

6 The irregularitiN ffllblished shall be rel)()f.1Jld immecliltaly by meens of a verification note in ·duplicate, to 
the office of origin of the mail and, where transit is Involved, to the last inttrmedilta office which transmitted the 
mail in bad condition, by the quickest route (air or surface) after the complete chick of the mail. If the mail con
tains bundles provided with the C 30 and AV 10 labels speclfiad in article 155, paragraph 1, and article 197, para
graph 1, respectively, such labels shall, in CIN of irregularity, be lttlched to the verification note. The details on 
the note shall specify • precisely • poaible the bag. eovtr, packet or itllffl concerned. In the c:aR of service 
irregularities which gave grounds for presuming loa or theft, the condition in which the packing of the mail -
found shall be indicltlld in • much detail • poaible on the verification note. 

7 Irregularities ffllblishad upon_ receipt of a mall containing insurad letters shall lrnmediltllly be made the 
subject of reservations to the transferring ltrVice. Notification of a missing itam, alteration or any other irregular
ity for which administnrtions may be liable in nlll)ICt of insurad letters shall be sem immediately by talex or tele
gram to the dispau:hing office of exchange or to the intannedlata service. In addition, a formal report in the form 
of the annexed specimen VO 4 shall be made out. The condition In which the packing of the mail was found shall 
be indicatad therein. The formal report shall be sent under rwgistarld cover to the central administration of the 
coumrv to which the dispatching office of exchange belongs indlpandently of the verification note, which shall 
be sent to that office immecli1t11ly. A duplicate of the report shall be sent It the ane time either to the central 
administration to which the receiving office of exchange belongs « to any other controlling authority appointad 
by that administration. 

8 In the cue of the irregularities mentionad in paragraphs 6 and 7, unlea this is impoaible for a stated rwuon, 
the bag, or envelope, with the string. labels and lead or other seals • well II all the inner and outar packets or 
bags in which the insurad lttttrs and registered ltarns were tnelotad • well II the packing of any damaged Items 
which can be recoverad from the ~. shall be kept intact f« a period of six -its from the date of verifi• 
cation and shall be sent to the administration of origin If the lattar so 1'8QlleSU. 

9 When the mails are transmittad through the imermtdlary of• carrier, the C 18, C 18bis or AV 7 delivery 
bill mentioning the imgularitiN atlblished by the intarmediata administration or administration of destination 
on taking over the mails shall where poaible be coumenigntd by the carrier or his repl'llllntative. The copies of 
the C 18, C 18bis or AV 7 delivery bill - the third and fourth copies of the C 18 bill provided for in article 164 
and the fourth and fifth copies of the AV 7 and C 18bis bills provided for in article 200 - must indicate the 
reservations made with nllPICt to the carrier service. Where the mails are transpOrtwd in containers, these r-rv• 
tions shall relata solely to the condition of the container and of its fastaning and suls. 

10 Without prejudice to the application of the provisions of paragraphs 7 and 8, the office of exchange which 
receives from a c:orrftl)Onding office a damaged or an insufficiently packed insured letter shall send it on after 
observing the following Nies: 
a if it is I matter of slight damage or of partial destNC:tion of the seals it is sufficient to re-seal the insured 

letter to safeguard the eon1ents, on condition, however, that it is obvious that the contents are not damaged 
nor, ICCOl'dlng to a check of the weight, short. The existing seals shall be pmerved; if ntc:e111rv, the insured 
letters shall be repacked, retaining the original packing • far II poaible; repacking may also be done by 
placing the damagad lttttr in a bag labelled and sealed with lead. In such cues, it is unnteeS11ry to ,..seal 
the damaged lettar. The bag label shall be markad "uttn lt'IC Nlwr rMc/MN Mldomfnllfl/N# (Damaged 
insurad lettar) and · show the following information: 1911istration number, office of origin, amoum of the 
insurad value, name and lddrea of add,._, the dltHtll'IIP impnnalon and the signature of the official 
who bigged the item; 

b If the 11ta111 of the 1,,.,rec:1 lettar Is such that the contanu could have been removed, the office shall Mlto

matlcllly open it and check the comants; the result of this check shall be given in a formal VD 4 report, 
a copy of which shall be attachtd to the insurad lettar; the itam shall be repacked; 
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c in 111 u- caNS, the -ight of the i11111Nd lm.r on arrival and the -lght lf19r repadting shell be checked 
and not8d on the cover; this note shall be followlld by the words --SC.M d'offa , M•" IS.led It ... ) or 
;,R.,,,t»II' ' ... " ( Repacked at ••• ), by 11'1 impreaion of the da1HUll'IIP end by the signature of the officials 
who have 1ffixad the•• or done the nipeclcing. 

11 In the caas providld for in Plf191'1Phs 2; 3 and 5, the office of ori9in and, wh- appropriata, the last 
intermediate office of exchlngl may, in addition, be adviled by tliegram at the expena of the ldminlttration 

which l9nds It. A tlle9raPhic adviOI shall be sent~ the mall -- obvious tr- of hawing been tampered 
with, so that the dispetchifl9 or in1armediatl offiOI may i!Mltiglgl the llllt19r without delay and, where ,-ary, 
ldvile the pr-.ling administration also by 191egram for the continuation of the inquiry. 

12 When the ablence of I mall is the result of I miued mail connnction or when It is duly explained on the 
w1ybill , the preparation of I verification natl shall be ,-ry only if the mail does not reach the office of 
destination by the next post. 

13 A1 soon • 1 mail which had been n,ponad • miaing to the office of origin and, where approprie19, to 
the last in1armediate office arrives, a NCond verification note announcing the rec:eipt of the mail shall be sent 
to tt.e offices by the quickest rou19 (air or surt..). 

14 When 1 ~ ing offiOI l'ftPOlllible for checking • mail has not sent I natl reporting irregularities of any 
kind to the offiOI of origin and, whll'e approprim, to the last il119mlldlm offiOI of exchange by the quickest 
rou,a (air or surt..), it shall be c:onsidll'9d, until 1tM contrary is proved, • having l"IClivad the mail and its 
contents. The sane aumptlon shall be made in rtlPCt of irregularities to which no rwfwrtnce has been made 
or which have been incompletlly rtpOl'19d in the verificltlon natl; the sane thall apply whan the provisions 
of the preant article regarding the formalities to be fulfilled have not been obeerved. 

15 Verification not11 and ll'IY IIIOCiated awidencl shall be sent under regin~ cover by the quickest route 
(air or surt..) . If the adminlttration of origin has •ec1 to be sent the articles mentioned in Plf191'1Ph 8, theN, 
together with a copy of the verifation natl, may be sent bt registered surface mail, uni.a the two admin
istrations concerned hawe agreed on their being sent by air. 

16 Verification not11 shall be forwarded in ~ marital in bold lettlln "BuH•tin • .-ir1C11tion" (Verifi• 
cation n019) . Ti- enwlopes may either be pre-primad or distinguished by • stamp impr91ion clNrly rep~ 
ducing the indic:lltion. 

17 The offices to which the verification not11 art sent shell mum them •promptly• poaible, af19r having 
examined tham and indic:atJld thereon 1htir obllrvltions, if eny. If the not11 are not returned to the adminit
tratlon of origin within I period of two months tram the dm of their dispatch, they shall be consldem, until 
the contrary i1 proved, • duly ICCIIP1ild by the officas to which thty _,., lll'lt. 

Miaent 119ms of 111 kinds shall be Ndirtetld to their destination without delay by the quickest route. 

188 



·, 
l 

Convention, Detailed Regulations 

A"icle 167 

Steps to be taken in the evem of an accident occurring to surfKe conv•vance facilities 

When, as a nisult of an accident in course of surf- COl1Y9Yll1Ce, a ship, train or any other trlllll)O" facility 
is unable to continua its journey and deliver the mail at the ICMduled pons of call or stations, the ciew shall 
hand over the mails to the post office nearest to the pl- of tha accident or to the office best Ible to reforward 
the mail. If the ciew are unable to do this, that office, having been informed of the accident. shall take immediate 
action, taking over the mail and reforwarding it to Its destination by the quickest route after its condition has 
been checked and any damaged c:ormpondence put in order. 

2 The administration of the country in which the accidem occurred shall inform all administrations of 
previous ports of call or stations, by telegraph, of the fate of the mail, and these administrations in tum shall 
advise by televraph 111 other administrations concerned. 

3 Administrations of origin which had mail on the trlllll)O" facility involved in the accident shall send a 
copy of the C 18 mail delivery bills to the administration of the country where the accident occurred. 

4 The qualified office shall then notify the offices of destination of the mails involved in the accident by 
·C 14 verification note giving details of the circumstances of the accident Ind the nisults of the check of the mails. 
One copy of each verification note shall be sent to the offices of origin of the relative mails and another to the 
administration of the country to which the trampon company belongs. These documents shall be sem by the 

. quickest route (air or surface I. 

A"icle 168 

Return of empty bigs 

In the lbsenCI of special agreement t,e-,, the administrations concerned, bigs shall be returned empty 
by the next post in a direct mail for the ·country to which they belong and if poaible by the normal route foll<Med 
on the outward journey. The numbar of bigs returned by ·each inlil shall be noted in table V of the letter bill. 
(article 156, paragraph 2, f, except when article 156, paragraph 2, c, is applied. 

2 The return shall be carried out between offices of exchlngl appoinud for the purpose. The administrations 
c:onc:emed may agrw emong themselves as to the procedure for the ret1,1m. In tong distance services, they shall, 
a a general Nie, appoint only one office responsibla for receiving the empty bigs returned to them. 

3 The empty bags shall be rolled into suitable bundles; where appropriate the label blocks, labels of canvas, 
perchment or other stout material shlll·be placad inside the bigs. The bundles shall bear a label showing the name 
of the office of exchange from which the bigs were received whenever they are returned via another office of 
exchange. 

4 If there ere not too many of them, the ffl1PtV bigs to be returned may be placad in the bigs containing 
lettlr-post Items; otherwiae, they shall be placed in lll)lrlltll bigs, snled, or unsealed (if the administrations 
concerned agree on thill, and labelled with the name of the offices of exchange. The labels shall be endorsed 
"'Sa:s llids# (Empty bagsl . 

5 The bigs uaed for printed papers for the - add- at the same address provided for in a"icle 161 
shall be recoverad after they haw been handed over to the add- and returned, in accordance with the 
abov•mantloned provisions, to the administrations of the countries to which they belong. 

6 If the check made by ., administration estlbllthes that bigs belonging to it have not been returned to iu 
service within I period longer th., that required for their transmission (round tripl, it shall be entitled to claim 
reimbursement of the value of the bigs as provided for in paragraph 7. The administration in question may refuse 
thil raimbunement only If it can prove the mialng bigs were returned. 

7 Each administration shall fix, pertodlcatty and uniformly for each kind of bag ulld by Its offices of exc:Mnge, 
an awrege value in francs and communicate it to the administrations concerned through the lntem1tion1t Bureau. 
In CIN of reimbunemem, the cost of replacing the bigs shall be considered. 
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Articlt 169 

Mails exchlngld with mllltary uniU p'-1 at tht dilpoul of tht Unltld Nations 
and with -.hips or mllltary aircraft 

ln19mllldiata admlnistmions lhlll bt infonnecl, • fir • pollible In adv._, of tht fltlblilhment of an 
exchange of clOlld malls bttwNn a P0IUI administration and naval units or -nhips of tht - nationallty, or 
bttwNn ont naval unit or wanhip and another naval unit or another wanhlp of tht - nationality. 

2 Tht add,- of u- mails shall bt worded • follows: 

From the office of . . •. • .. .. •.•. • • • . •• • • . .•• ..•. .••.. .. • • •.• ... • . •• . .•.•. .. . ... ... 

F { tht (natiOllllity) naval unit of (designation of the unit) at . •• ... .... . . . ..•••.... } 

or thl (nationality) ship (name of ship) It . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (Country) 

or 

From tht (nationality) naval unit of (dtsignltion of tht unit) at . ••.. . . . ...•. . •.•• ... •. . } 

From thl (nationlllty) ship (name of ship) It . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (Country) 

For thl office of ........ .. ....... .. ..• . •. ... . . • .. .•. . . .. .... . • . . . •.... .. 

or 

From tht (nationality) naval unit of (dalignltion of the unit) It . ... .. .. . . ..... ........ . } 

From tht (nationality) ship (name of ship) It . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (Country) 

F { the (nationality) naval unit of (dalignltion of the unit) at ••. .. •••• . ...• . . ...• .. } 

or the (llltiOllllity) ship (name of ship) at .. .. . .. ...... ... .... . . .. • • . • . , • • • • • (Country) 

3 Tht malls c:oncamed shall bt forwarded by the flltKt rouu (air or surf-I, according to the indication 
written on the add,-, and under the - conditions• malls exc:hlngld bttwNn pon offices. 

4 The C1Pt1in of • mall-bolt conveying mails for • naval unit or a wanhip shall hold them at the dispoul of 
the commanding officer of the naval unit or ship of dlstillltlon, should the latter Ilk him for delivery en route. 

5 If the ships 1n1 not It the p!Ke of dlstinatlon whan the mallt lddl'lllld to them arrive thefe, the mails shall 
be kept It the post office until they 1n1 collect9d by the add- or rediNICtlld to another point. Redirection 
may bt rwqlllltld either by the ldministrltion of origin, by the commanding officer of the naval unit or ship of 

destination, or by • Consul of tht - llltlonality. 

6 Tholt mails which .,. marked •Aux .,;,,, du Conwl d' .- .. (Care of the Consul of ... ) shall be dtliYfflld to 
the Consulata indicated. At the 19q1111t of the Conall they may aftfflnrcll bt .--ivtd back into the postal ser• 
vic:t and 1'9dil'Kl9d to 1he plSI of ongln or to ano1her add-. 

7 Mails addl'lllld to I wwship shall bt regarded • bting in trlnlit up to the time of their delivery to the 
commanding officer of 1hlt ship, ""' whan they have been ori9i111lly addr.-1 to the Cini of I pon office or 
to a Consul chlrgld to ICt • fofwading lgfflt; they shall not. therefore, be regarded • having ruched their 
addms until they have bNn deliver9d to the wmhip COIICII ntd. 

8 By lglNffllnt bttwNn the edminlatmlons c:oncamed, the above procedure shall also bt applicable, if 
-v, to mails txCNll9ld with military units p'-1 at the dispoul of tht United Nations and with military 
aircraft. 
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Section V 

Provisions concerning transit charges end terminal dues 

Chapter I 

Statistical operations 

Article 170 

Incidence, duration and application of the statistics 

The transit ch■rves provided for under ■rtlcl4! 61, and in the absence of special agreement between the 
administrations concerned, the IU"-"1111 tlnnin■I dues mentioned in article 62 of the Convention shall, subject 
to article 65, P■l'IQl'■Ph 2, of the Convention, bl lltlblishld on the belis of statistics prepared once every thnie 
yun and 1lt1m■taly during the first 14 or 28 days on 2 May or during the first 14 or 28 days starting on 
15 October. 

2 The statistics shall bl d.._.. up in the ~ .,_. of each triennial period. 

3 Malls made up on board ship shall bl includllcl in the statistics if they ■re landed during the statinic■ I 
period. 

4 The ltltinics of Mey 1979 shall apply. on the balis of the provisions of the Cormtntion of Lausanne 1974, 
to the van 1978, 1979 Ind 1980; thme of October-November 1982 shall apply to the yan 1981, 1982 Ind 
1983. 

5 The annual Plvments of tr■nslt ch■rgls and surt..mlil terminal . dues to bl rn■cle on the basis of a set of 
statinics shall bl continuad provilion■lly until the -nu pl'll)lrld in ■ccordance with the next statistics 
■re approved or r191rded u fully ICCIPted C■rticle 179). The provisional payments shall then bl adjusted. 

Article 171 

Airmails 

In the absence of spacial ■glWllll!lt betwwn the administrations concerned 1irrn■ils conveyad by surf■ce for 
part of their journey in a tilinj country shall also bl included in the transit charges statinics. 

Article 172 

M.ke-up and labelling of clOlld malls during the statistical period 

During the statinic■ I period -ry bag of 11.1rf■c1 mail shall bl provided, in addition to the ordinary labels, 
with I spacial C 28bis label in the form of the annexed specimen. Further, mails shall be made up in the normal 
w■y, •l■id down In ■nlcle 166, p■r■gr■ph 3 . 

2 In the cae of bags containing only items extmpUd from transit charges and terminal dues l ■rticle 63 of the 
Convention), the C 28bis label shall merely be marked with a crou in the "Exempt'' box. 

191 



\ 

CollYtlntion, Detailed R1911lltlons 

Anicle 173 

Special letter bill 

For surface mails sub;Kt to transit charvas or tarminal dues, the dispn:hing office of exchange shall u• 1 
special letter bill in the form of the annexed spacimen C 15 which shall rwplace the spacimen C 12 during the 
ltltinic:11 period. It shall entar on this lettar bill the number of bllgl, dividing them • appropriate into the cate
gories mentioned thetwon. The first and lat meils dispn:hed during the ltltiltic:II period shall be indicated on 
the C 15 form by me- of ■ c:nJII in the appraprim box. 

2 Notwithstanding artlc:le 166, paragrl!)hs 1 and 2, mails which art not normally accompanied by I letter 
bill, or whote letter bills are not aerially numbered, shall during th■ atatinic:11 period be accompanied by IC 15 
special lener bill, numbered in a special series. 

3 The number of bags exemptad from tnllllit charges and terminal dun shall be the total of thole c:ontaining 
only empty sacks Ind of thote bearing th■ indicltion ''Statiniqw - Ex,npt" in ICCOl'dlnce with 1nicle 165, 
paragraph 2. 

4 When the dispn:hing office, • 1 mult primarily of the uncertainty of connections, ha been unable to 
indiclte the lat mail of the ltltistical period in aocordlnce with paragraph 1, it shall send the office of destina
tion I copy of the relevant letter bill by the quickest routa lair or surface). 

Anicle 174 

Checking of cloted mails Ind prtparltlon, tr-iaion and ■a:IIPUlnct of the relevant statistical statements 

The entries on th■ letter bills shall be checked by the office of exchange of destination. If thet office finds 
an error in the numbers entand, it shall comet the bill and ifflfflldilt91y notify the dilpaU:hing office of exchange 
of the mistlke by me- of I verification not1t in the form of the annexed specimen C 16. H-r. • Ngllrds the 
-ight of I bag, the entry of th■ dilpatl:hlng office of exchange shall hold good un._ the ICNal Might eXCNds 
by more thin 250 grammes the maximum Might of the cal9g0ry In which the bag ha bNn antared. 

2 As soon as l)Otlible attar ,-ipt of the Ian mail made up during the ltltistic:II period the off- of destina-
tion thlll prepare: 
a for mails subjact to trlnlit charvn, stl-nts In the form of the annexed spacimen C 17, for uch route 

follOMd Ind with I copy for uch administration of trllllit plus one lfor the country of origin) ; these 
statements shall give the fullest possible details of the l'OU18 follOMd Ind the wvices u.t; 

b for surf- mails subject to terminal due., st11M,.,,11 in the form of the annexed ll)IClmen C 17bis. 

3 The offices of destination shall aend the C 17 Ind C 17bil st■tamentl to the offices of exchange of the 
dispn:hing administration for acceptanee. They shall be sent by air when this praNntl an advantage. After 
ICClpting the stltlfflentl, the offices of exchange thlll forward them to their central administration which shall 
distribute the C 17 stltllmerltl ll'IIOOII the lntarmldllry adminiltrltlonl and retUm the C 17bio st111t1•nt1 to the 
admininrltions of destination. 

4 If within thrte months from the dl1e of dilpaU:h of the lat mall to be included In the statistics the offices 
of exchange of the dilpatl:hlng ldministrltlon ti.. not ,-ived the number of C 17 natarnents indicltad in PII'• 
grl!)h 2, 1, ttie. offices thenwlws lh1II prepae the llid smements on the basis of their own information, 
endorsing eech: #La,.,._ C 17 du burau d, deffiMtion M IDllt pa,,.,.__-. le IIM•i ~,,,;,." 
IC 17 st1-nt1 not ,-ived from th■ offa of destination within the pmcrlbed periodl. They lhall then 
forward the statements to their c.ntr1I ldmlnlnretlon which shall diltrlbute them emong the administrations 
concerned. 

5 If within six months from the expiry of the statlstlcal period the dispatching administration h• not distri• 
buted the C 17 statanients among the ldminiltrltlons of the. intarmedieta countries, the latter sh1ll rtqunt them 
from the dilpatl:hlng administration which thlll forward them within or. month. Attar that deadlir., the admin
istrations of the intermediate countries lhlil prwpera ~ stl-nts on the basis of their own information. 
Tl.- documents,~ #Etabli d'offlt»" I Routinely snpared), thlll be ffllched to the C 20 account sent to 
dispn:hing edmininrltions in~ with article 179, paragraph 7, a. 
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6 If, within thrN months from the dai. of P!'IPll'atlon of the C 17bis statements, they have not been murned 
to the administr1tio111 of destination, they shall be rwgarded • accep1ael. 
7 Administrations may agree, in their 1'9Ciprocal relations, that the dispau:hing office shall prepll'8 the C 17 
and C 17bis stai.ments indica1ad in paragraph 1 as IOOl1 • ~le 1fi.r the dilpltch of the last mail made up 
during the statistical period. The dilpltching office shall •nd the nltllMflts to the office of destination for its 
acceptance and return of the copies of the C 17 and C 17bis stlt8fflents. 

Article 175 

Closed mails exchanged with military uniU p'-d It the dispoul of the United Nations 
and with warships or military aircraft 

It shall be the responsibility of the postal admininrltions of countries to which military units, warships or 
military aircraft belong to prepare the C 17 sui.ments in mpect of the mails unt or received by th01e military 
units, ships or 1ircr1ft. Mails dilpatched to military units, warships or military 1ircr1ft during the ltltistical period 
shall bear the date of dilpau:h on the labels. 

2 If th"' mails are redi1'11Ct9Ct, the redirecting administrations shall report the fact to the administration of 
the country to which the military unit, ship or aircraft belong&. 

Article 176 

Tran sit bulletin 

To obtain 111 the information ~ to Pl'IPll'8 C 17 stlt9ffllnts, the administration of destination may 
ask the administration of origin to lttlCh to uch mail IUbjtc:t to transit ch.-gas I green transit bulletin in the 
form of the annexed specimen C 19 when the lattar ldmininration is unable to provide the routeing dltl on the 
C 15 special lettwr bill with complil19 c:eruinty. This requast shall reach the ldministrltion of origin thrN months 
before the beginning of the statistical operations. 

2 The trinslt bulletin shall be uled only if, during the statistical period, the route follOMd by mails is uncer• 
tain or if the transport •rvas uled .. unknown to the administration of origin or destination. Before requesting 
its preparation, the administrltion of deninltion shall Mtistv i•lf that it ha no other -Y of finding out the 
roui.ing of the mails it receiws, if -v by conallting the administration of origin in writing beforehand. 

3 Exceptionally, the administration of origin l'IIIV, without I fonnal requa,t from the administration of 
destination, send a transit bulletin with its malls when it cannot -rt1in in advance the r0Ul9 they will follow. 

4 The praence of a transit bulletin -,panying I mail shall be shown by the endorwment "C 19" written 
in bold lettering: 
a 1t the head of the letter bill of the mail; 
b on the special C 28bis label of the big con1aining the letter bill; 
c in the "Ob#rvatiom" column of the C 18 deli¥ery bill. 

5 The transit bulletin anMXed to the C 18 delivery bill shall be forwarded unenclosed, with the mail to 
which it refers, to the different servas particiJ)lting in the conveyance of that mail. In each transit country, the 
inward and outward offices of exchange, and no other (lni.rrnedi1i.) office, shall eni.r on the bulletin p1rtic• 
ul1rs of the transit performed by them. The last intarmedille office of exchange shall forward the C 19 bulletin 
to the office of destination which shall record on it the exact date of wri¥al of the mail. The C 19 bulletin shall 
be returned to the office of origin in IUpport of the C 17 statement. 

6 When I transit bulletin, dilpltch of which Is ad¥ited on the delivery bill or on the special C 28bis labels, is 
miaing. th• intarmedi- off"ic:e of exchange or the office of exchange of destination which notices its lblence 
shall make imrnediata inquiries about it of the pt'9C9Ciing office of exchange; 1111111rtheless the ini.rrnedi1te office of 
exchange shall without delev prep .. • · MW bulletin bearing the words HEtabli d'off"- pr le burNU de ••. " 
(Routinely prwl)ll'9d by the office of ••• ), and forward it with the mail. When the C 19 bulletin prepanid by 
the office of ori9in ruch9I the office which ha bNn inquiring about it. the latter shall send it direct to the 
office of destination, under -led cover, having endoned it accordingly. 
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Anicle 177 

Transmiaion of C 16, C 17, C 17bis 111d C 19 forms. Excaptions 

1 Each ldminisntlon may notify other adminis1ntions, through the International Burqu, that C 16 verifica
tion no111, C 17 111d C 17bia statamenu • -11 • returnad C 19 trllllit bulletins shall be sent to its c:entr1I 
administration. 

2 In that CIN, the latlllr shall take the pi.» of the officll of exchange for the preparation of the C 17 state-

menu in 1CC0rdance with aniclt 174, paragraph 4 . 

Chapter II 

Preparation, transmission and aa:eptanc:e of statements of weight of airmails 
for the calculation of terminal du. 

Anicle 178 

Preparation, trllllffliaion and ICCIPl■ICI of natamtnts of w.eight of airmails 
for the calculation of terminal dues 

Each administration of destination shall pr1p1r9 for tad\ adminiltrltlon of origin, monthly or quanarty 
11 prefamd, using the PM'ticUlan enunld on the AV 7 delivery bills, a natamtnt of -ight of airmails received. 

2 The administration of dtstinltion may UN for this purpcm a copy of the IIPll'IU AV 3 natement ("Inter• 
nal 11rvice"I if it prwpa,91 the latter for airmails subject to dua for air conveyance within its country in accor• 
dance with article 215, l)lrllll'IPh 1. Othtrwilt, the ltatlll'llnt of-iOht refemd to in parao,aph 1 shall confonn 
to the annexed specimen AV 3biL As in the CIN of the NPlrl1lt AV 3 natamtnt, the airmails received shall be 
entered on the AV 3bit natamtnt by office of origin, then by office of dlltinltion, in chronological order of the 
mails; IIPlntll statements may be raqlltl19d by the administration of origin of the mails for each dispatching 
office of exchange. 

3 The ltl)ll'ltl AV 3 ltltllmtnts or the AV 3bi1 statements shall be recapitulated on a statement of -ights of 
airmails received conforming to the -,ne,ced specimen AV Sbis. The rwcapitulation shall be done either by office 
of origin and office of destination, or in ICCOrdanoe with the -lal numbln of the ltPlrate AV 3 ltlttmtnts or of 
the AV 3bis 1t1111mtnts If such numbers hlVI been given to them. 

4 The AV Sbis ltltelTltfft, made out In cluplicnt monthly or quarterly II the C1N may be Ind ac:companied 
by the c:opia of the IIPSffl AV 3 statements or of the AV 3bis statements, shall be 11111t to the administration of 
origin of the mails IS 10011 IS poalblt after the end of the period to which it relltel. 

5 After accepting It, the administration of origin of the malls shall ratum the AV 5bi• naument to the 
ldmlniltrltion which p~ It. If the llfl8r has not received any notice of amendment within three months 
from the date of displtch, It shall considtr the ltltllment IS fully ICCll)lad. 

6 In relations for which AV 3bit ltllllffllnts hlVI to be prepa,9d, the administrations concernad may reach 
agreemant with one another with a view to tt.t ltl-.itl and, where appropriate, the AV Sbi1 autements 
being Pf9Plrld by the administration of origin of the airmailL In this Cllt the ai:cepl■'lc:e pr~re laid down 
in paragraphs 4 llld 5 shall be modified accordingly. 

7 Admlniltrltions requlnld 1D prepare AV 3bis statements may agree to make them out on the bllis of a 
simplified method. 
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