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Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United State
The White Hot 2

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. P1 sident:

In October of 1979 t} Director General of the World
Health Organization held a conference regarding the infant
formula controversy. This conference followed yeaiy of public
and professional outcry concerning the aggressive marketing of
infant formula in Third World countries. Also, prior to this
conference, the U.S. Senate held a series of hearings on thi
problem. The tales of childhood malnutrition, starvation and
death discussed at hearings prompted recommendations to the
World Health Organization that strict guidelines be adopted
limiting marketing practices in this area. The October 1979
conference did in fact call for action. A recommendation was
given that a code of ethics be adopted in this area. After
four revisions and a name change (to a code of marketing prac-
ti :s), this code was finally acted on this week.

The United States should have teen in the forefront on
this critical human rights issue, not, as we must shamefully
admit, providing the single vote against adoption of these
guidelines.

The issues here are not whether the United Nations should
be involved in restrictions on international commerce. The
infant food producers had already formed a coalition (Interna-
tional Council of Infant Food Industries (ICIFI)) which had

adopted guidelines. Unfortunately, these guidelines have proved

totally ineffective.

The number of children affected by the misuse of infant
formula through water contamination, lack of refrigeration or
over dilution (among other problems) is unknown. Experts place
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