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February 29, 1984 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: GASTON J. SIGUR/M-.-..1 - . 

SUBJECT: Minutes of NSC Meeting on 2/11/83 

Attached at Tab A are minutes of the NSC meeting held on February 
11, 1983 at which Secretary Shultz reported on his trip to Asia. 
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Tab A NSC Minutes 
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Mr. Richard G. Darman 
Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
Admiral John M. Poindexter 
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Mr. Donald Fortier 
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Minutes 

Secretary Shultz briefed the President and members of the Cabinet 
on his recently-concluded trip to Japan, Korea,China and Hong 
Kong. 

On his brief stopover in Tokyo, Secretary Shultz said that his 
meetings with Japanese officials had gone well, especially the 
sessions he had with Prime Minister Nakasone and with Foreign 
Minister Abe. He also reported on his conversations with the 
MITI and finance ministers on the trade and economic problems 
which bedevil our ties. Shultz finished his comments on Japan by 
ending as he began, by calling U.S.-Japanese relations the 
cornerstone of our policies in Asia and the Pacific. 

The Secretary spoke of his talks in Korea with President Chun Doo 
Hwan and Foreign Minister Lee Bum Suk. His basic point was that 
U.S.-Korean reiations are strong _and without major problems. 

On China, Secretary Shultz expressed his confidence that he had 
successfully carried out his discussions with the Chinese leader
ship, including Deng Xiaoping. Shultz said that he had held 
firm on Taiwan, while stating the President's determination 
to live up to the terms of the August 17, 1982 communique. 

At the end of the Secretary's presentation, the President con
gratulated Shultz on what seemed to be a very good trip. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 29, 19 84 

INFOR...\1ATION 

vrn:vroRANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIM.MITT 

FROM: GASTON J. SIGUR 

. SUBJECT: Minutes of NSC Meeting on 2/11/83 

Attached at Tab A are minutes of the NSC meeting held on February 
11, 1933 at which Secretary Shultz reported on his trip to Asia. 

Attachment: 
Tab A NSC Minutes 
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National Security Council Meetin~ 

February 11, 1983, 11:05 a.m., Roosevelt Room 

SUBJECT: Secretary Shultz's Report on Asia Trip 
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n inutes 

Secretary Shultz briefed the President and members o f b."le Cabinet 
on his recently -concluded trip to Japan, ~orea,China anJ Hong 
Kong . 

On his brief stopover in Toky o, Secretary Shultz said that his 
meetings with Japanese officials had gone well, especially the 
sessions he had with Prime Minister Nakasone and with Foreign 
Minister Abe. He also reported on his conversations with t h e 
MITI and finance ministers on the trade and economic problems 
which bedevil our ties. Shultz finished his comments on Japan b y 
ending as he began, by calling U.S.-Japanese relations the 
cornerstone of our policies in Asia and the Pacific. 

The Secretary s p oke of h is talks in Korea with President Chun Doo 
Hwan and Foreign Minister Lee Bum Suk. His basic point was that 
U.S.-Korean relations are strong and without major p roblems. 

On China, Secretary Shultz exp ressed his con f idence that he had 
successfully carried out his discussions with the Chinese lead er
ship , including Deng Xiaop ing. Shultz said t hat he had held 
firm on Taiwan, while stating the President's determination 
to live up to the terms of the August 17, 1982 communiq ue. 

At the end of the Secretary's presentation, the President con
g ratulated Shultz on what seemed to be a very good trip . 

The meeting adjourned at 11: 4 5 a.m. 
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As Amended 

Attached is a proposed seating plari for this meeting. (U) 
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March 3, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MICHAEL 0. WHEELER 

NSC Meeting Minutes 

Attached are the minutes for the February 11, 1983 NSC 
meeting as prepared by Donald Fortier and Dennis Blair for 
the portion that covered the European section of the 
meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you 

APPROVE 

S~CRE~ ATTACHMENT 

these minutes for the record. 

DISAPPROVE 
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INFORMATION 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MIK~ HEELER 
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22, 1983 

SUBJECT: Partial NSC Minutes of February 11, 1983 

Attached are the minutes of the European section of the NSC 
meeting of February 11. Gaston Sigur was present for the 
discussion of Asia which followed. 

Tab A NSC Minutes 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20506 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE: February 11, 1983 

TIME: 11:26 a.m. 

PLACE: Cabinet Room 

PARTICIPANTS: 

The President 
The Vice President 

State 
Secretary George P. Shultz 

Defense 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger 

Commerce 
Secretary Malcolm Baldrige 

JCS 
General John W. Vessey 

CIA 
Director William Casey 

Minutes 

0MB 
Dr. Alton Keel 

White House 
Robert C. McFarlane 
Adm. John Poindexter 

NSC 
Donald Fortier 
Dennis Blair 

The Vice President reviewed his recent trip to Western Europe. He said 
that the private purpose of his trip had been possible changes to U.S. 
policy and views on those areas of the trip was to reiterate that the 
US was committed to deployment of the INF missiles if necessary, that 
the Alliance was united, that the US was committed to serious nego
tiations, that the US had a sound moral proposal on INF, that the 
Soviets did not have a serious proposal and that the US wanted them to 
make one. Basically, the Vice President summarized, his mission was to 
give strong public support to both the twin track decision of December 
1979 and the zero option . The Vice President went on to summarize the 
views of the countries he had visited. In the Netherlands, there were 
problems with INF; the Belgians seemed to be firm on deployment and 
there had been no surprises there; the French were firm in their 
support of the two track decision. 

In the FRG, the leaders had said that his visit was worthwhile. 
Chancellor Kohl had been concerned that the Andropov speech of December 
1982 and the Vogel visit to Moscow had affected public support for NATO 
positions. 

The Vice President said he had been careful to keep our of their German 
elections during his visit. Chancellor Kohl had told him at the end of 
the visit that the reiteration of the U.S. position, a combination of 
firmness and willingness to talk with 
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the Soviets, and the assertion that the United States' offer in 
Geneva was not a take-it-or-leave-it offer had been very helpful. 
Kohl had told him that the Vice President's visit had been 
helpful in putting the INF issue in perspective in the German 
elections. 

The Vice President observed that during his trip he had gained 
the sense of the Alliance beginning to come together. For 
example the Anglican Church in England had issued a statement 
which justified the possession by the United Kingdom of an 
independent nuclear deterrent. Mrs. Thatcher herself was firm 
in her support of the two-track decision and the zero option, 
although she was "moving around a little" concerning 
intermediate steps to that position. The Vice President 
reiterated that his talks with West European leaders had been 
confidential, and that there had been no leaks concerning their 
content. He had made a confidential report to the President on 
what he had been told in private. 

The Vice President added that the European officials with whom 
he had talked had been interested in the economic news from the 
United States; the encouraging news on unemployment figures and 
leading indicators had been useful during the trip. Martin 
Feldstein of the President's Council of Economic Advises had 
held separate discussions with his counterparts. 

Secretary Shultz asked if there had been discussions in Europe 
about agricultural trade issues with the United States. He 
said that these issues were among the most dangerous ones at the 
present, and that agricultural ministers on both sides were 
headed towards a conflict. If it broke out, "the dam will 
break." It was curious that although the European countries 
depended upon open trade the most, they were still considering 
trade wars. 

The Vice President replied that Mrs. Thatcher had raised the 
issue, that President Mitterrand had not, although Prime 
Minister Mauroy had. The Vice President said that Foreign 
Minister Pym had objected to the U.S. wheat flour sale to Egypt, 
but had backed off when the Vice President had mentioned six 
agricultural GATT cases against the EC that the United States 
had registered. Mrs. Thatcher had said that the European 
Community was the "worst offender" in agricultural trade. The 
Vice President said that he had personally spoken of the 
necessity to negotiate differences and the importance of 
avoiding a trade war. 

Commerce Secretary Baldrige said that he shared Secretary 
Shultz's concern. Although there was some posturing in European 
attitudes, and perhaps one more deal such as the Egyptian wheat 
flour sale would be possible, after that, an agricultural trade 
war could very well break out. 



3 

In response to a question from the President, Treasury Secretary 
Regan recounted the situation in agricultural imports. He noted 
that the European Community subsidized its exports to bring them 
down to world market prices. Sugar, for example, was three 
times more expensive in the community the world price, but the 
EC exported at the world price. European leaders openly acknowledged 
that their policies were designed to placate their farming 
lobby. American farmers had for a long time felt it necessary 
to "teach the Europeans a lesson." The Egyptian wheat sale was 
intended to be that lesson. 

The President said it was difficult to imagine Europe being able 
to produce large quantities of food for export in view of the 
denseness of its population and the small size of its land area. 

Secretary Baldrige said that the European community had made a 
major effort to produce enough food to feed itself. Through 
subsidies European agriculture had been modernized, however, 
when agricultural production reached beyond the point of 
supplying home markets, the governments continued to subsidize 
agriculture and then sold the surpluses at reduced prices on the 
world market. U.S. taxpayers in fact paid for agricultural 
subsidizes also, but the U.S. food products were stored in the 
United States, not put on the world market as the Europeans did. 

The Vice President said that the major public relations problem 
in Europe was to influence public opinion so that the Allies 
would deploy their INF missiles on schedule. The governments 
said that they were committed to deployments on time, but there 
were enormous public relations problems. There were a number of 
key dates this year, the first being the March 6 elections in 
the Federal Republic of Germany. Also in March were the French 
municipal elections, and perhaps there would be elections in the 
United Kingdom later in the year. The U.S. challenge was to 
maintain serious commitments to both tracks of the decision. As 
far as the negotiation track went, the challenge was to sustain 
the perception of American willingness to talk and to negotiate 
seriously. 

Secretary Shultz then described the findings of his trip to 
Asia. 


