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United States Department o( State 

Washington, D. C. 1 20520 

SYSTEM II 
91005 

August 18, 1983 · 

MEMOR.ll.NDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE . WHITE HOUSE . 

Subject: MBFR Options 

Attached for NSC consideration is a paper· on MBFR 
Options which has been developed by the IG on NATO 
Conventional Forces and Arms Control. An early NSC 
meeting on this subject is requested. 

Attachment: 

"MBFR_ ·options" 

~~ 
~ Charles Hill 
Executive Secretary 
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NSC MEETING ON MBFR 

The Cabinet Room 

September 6, 1983 11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

AGENDA 

1. Introduction · Ju¢ige Clark 

2. Negotiations Status Ambassador Abramowitz · 

3~ Discussion 

Description of the 
Options 

Agency Positions on 
Options 

Judge Clark . 

Principals 

,.._. ...... . 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION August 16, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: SVEN KRAEMER f ~ 

SUBJECT: NSC Meeting'on MBFR -- September 6, 1983 

At yesterday's meeting of the Interdepartmental Group on Mutual and 
Balanced Force Reductions (MBFR), a new draft of an options paper 
headed for NSC consideration was reviewed and changes were adopted, 
and it was agreed by all that we were essentially ready for an NSC 
meeting on MBFR at the beginning of September. 

As you know, the bilateral initiative involving data exchange and 
verification trade-offs, which Ambassador Mort Ambramowitz was 
authorized to launch with the Soviets in June, was generally 
rejected by them, although the Soviets gave us some hints about 
possible movement on the verification front. At issue now is 
whether the bilateral initiative ought to be made part of a public 
negotiating position on the part of the NATO Alliance as a whole, 
and/or whether it should be significantly altered or dropped 
altogether. 

The private bilateral US initiative with the USSR was the subject 
of private consultations by Ambassador Abramowitz with the United 
Kingdom and the Federal Republic of Germany. Any new initiative, 
particularly one involving public Alliance positions, would need to 
be the subject of ·similar consultations, beginning with the British 
and the Germans. The calendar imposing a requirement for an early 
NSC meeting on MBFR options ( on which ther·e are very substantial 
interagency disagreements) is as follows: 

September 13: Trilateral US/FRG/UK meeting prior to which 
time US would have had to transmit any changes of position to 
seek their preliminary reaction. 

September 19: Possible US proposal tabled in NATO. 

September 29: Fall MBFR round opens in Vienna. 

October 6: West formally tables new proposal, if adopted, in 
Vienna. 

--SEC::PJi'T 
Declassify on: OADR DECLASSIFIED 
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Although Ken Dam had indicated to us that Secretary Shultz would 
sl~ghtly delay his scheduled departure that morning, Bob Kimmitt 
reports that State now indicates that Shultz will be departing 
Washington, D.C., earlier in the morning of September 6, and will 
not be able to attend the NSC meeting. 

At yesterday's IG meeting, the IG Chairman, Admiral Jonathan Howe, 
asked me to transmit the aoove information to you and to initiate a 
scheduling request for an NSC meeting on MBFR for September 6. If 
you approve, we would insist that IG papers be received by 
August 26 to permit their circulation during the week prior to the 
Labor Day weekend;Jc-,/ ~ 

r;'"~) r(' 
Ron Lehman, Ty Cobb, and Don Fortier concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve~cheduling 
September 6, 198([ 

Approve-¥--

an NSC meeting on MBFR issues on 

Disapprove 

SESRET-
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MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: HOWARD J. TEICHER Jlf.T' 
PHILIP DUR ,it,-.~ :., 

WPC ttPt$_ $~Hi. 
SYSTEM II 

91058 

August 6, 1983 

SUBJECT: NSC Discussion on Lebanon, September 6, 1983, 
11:00 a.m. 

In light of your decision to include a portion of this morning's 
NSC time on Lebanon, we have ·prepared talking points to focus 
discussion on the immediate problems which may require early 
decisions by the President. 

Recommendation 

That you use the talking points at Tab I. 

Approve / Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I Talking points 

cc: Kimmitt 

DECLASSIFIED 

S!:CRET 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 
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TALKING POINTS 

THE MARINES 

WHAT IS THE SITUATION AT THE AIRPORT? ARE THE MARINES 

COMING UNDER FIRE? HAVE THEY TAKEN ADDITIONAL CASUALTIES? 

ARE THE MARINES RETURNING FIRE? 

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 

WHAT IS THE CURRENT SITUATION IN THE ALEY-SHUF? CAN WE 

CONFIRM THAT BHAMDOUN FELL TO COMBINED DRUZE-PLO FORCES? 

HAVE ADDITIONAL MASSACRES BEEN REPORTED? 

THE ISRAELIS OBVIOUSLY HAVE SUPERB INTELLIGENCE 

ON SYRIAN ACTIVITY. ARE WE GETTING AS COMPLETE 

A READOUT OF THEIR TAKE AS WE MIGHT? DO THEY HAVE ANY HARD 

EVIDENCE OF SYRIAN COMPLICITY IN THE FIGHTING NOW UNDERWAY 

IN THE SHOUF? 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ MD91ts *SteY1i ' , 
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TALKING POINTS 

DIPLOMATIC STATUS 

BUD SHOULD ARRIVE IN DAMASCUS LATER TODAY. WHAT ARE THE 

PROSPECTS FOR HIS CONVINCING ASSAD TO RESTRAIN THE DRUZE? 

ARE SAUDI EFFORTS ANY CLOSER TO BRINGING ABOUT AN ACCOMMO

DATION BETWEEN SYRIAN-LEBANON-INTERNAL FORCES? 

WE HAVE SEEN REPORTS THAT PRESIDENT GEMAYEL MAY CALL THE 

PRESIDENT AND ASK US FOR A SENSE OF WHERE U.S. "RED LINES" 

ARE AND UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS WOULD WE CONSIDER DIRECT 

MILITARY ACTION AGAINST SYRIAN-SUPPORTED FORCES. IS THE 

INTEGRITY OF GREATER BEIRUT THE PLACE TO DRAW THE LINE? 

U.S. MILITARY MOVEMENTS 

THE DEPLOYMENT OF NEW JERSEY HAS BEEN APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE 

BUT WE WANT TO DISCUSS THE TARGETS SHE MIGHT BE CALLED ON TO 

ENGAGE IF OUR MARINES ARE ATTACHED. 

PSP MILITIA ARTILLERY NOT COLLOCATED WITH CIVILIAN VILLAGES 

(LITTLE RISK OF COLLATERAL DAMAGE). 

SYRIAN ARTILLERY -- IF WE HAVE FIRM EVIDENCE THAT IT IS 

BEING USED TO SHELL MARINES, EMBASSY OR EMBASSY RESIDENCE. 

SECOND CARRIER BATTLE GROUP. WOULD SEND A STRONG SIGNAL OF 

CONCERN FOR BROADER STRATEGIC PICTURE IN EASTERN 

MEDITERRANEAN. 

CARRIER BATTLE GROUP SHOULD BE CHOSEN WITH A VIEW TO GETTING 

A SECOND NUNIT THERE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 



TALKING POINTS 

IF CHOICE IS USS CARL VINSON, WE'LL HAVE TO REQUEST NPW 

TRANSIT CLEARANCE FOR SUEZ CANAL. 

WHILE A TOUGH CALL, THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR MUBARAK TO 

STAND UP AND BE COUNTED. HE CAN KEEP THIS UNPRECEDENTED CVN 

TRANSIT LOW-KEY. 

VINSON TRANSIT SHOULD BE TREATED AS "NORMAL" DEPLOYMENT 

ILLUSTRATIVE OF FLEXIBLE OPERATIONS OF OUR CARRIER FORCES. 
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WASHINGTON 
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