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901 South Highland Street. Arlington , Virginia 22204 (7031 685-3400 

MEMORANDUM 

August 14, 1980 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Press Secretary 

Paul Russo, 
Congressional Relations 

Notes on the Democratic National Convention 

Attached please find several documents relating to the 

Democratic National Convention and its platform. 

Please feel free to use this material as you see fit. 

Should you have any questions, please contact my office 

at 685-3690 . 

I 
attachments 

Paid for by Reagan Bush Committee. United States Senator Paul Laxalt. Chairman Ba~· Buchanan . Trea sur~r 
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SUGGESTED STATEMENT - CARTER'S RECORD 

That wasn't a political convention this week in New York --

it was a four day serial featurirg weak, incompetent, divisive leader-

ship. 

An incumbent president caved into a single Senator on issue after 

issue -- it was Teddy's convention, not Jimmy's convention. 

Mr. Carter went into the Democratic convention with 7.8 % unemploy-

ment, with double digit inflation, with the largest tax bite in history 

and with a budget wildly out of balance. 

Mr. Carter comes out of the convention with every single one of 

those problems intact. 

And American people want to hold Mr. Carter accountable for that 

record. The American people want a referendum this November on the 

Carter record -- a referendum on all the broken promises of 1976. 

Mr. Carter is now attempting to hide those broken promises behind 

a smokescree: . of trivia, personal attacks and down-home demagoguery. 

But the hard questions will not go away: 

Why did Mr. Carter say in 1976 that he would keep unemployment 

4% and then plan a recession that drove unemployment to 7.8%? 

Why did Mr. Carter say in 1976 that he would never use unemployment 

to stop inflation and enforce policies that drove millions out of 

work? 

Why did Mr. Carter say in 1976 -- over and over again -- he would 

balance the budget and then produce the largest deficit in history -­

$77 billion in fiscal 1980 (inclu~2 s off budget items)? 

Why did Mr. Carter say in 1976 that he would keep inflation at 

4% and then drive inflation to its present 14% leve l with wild 

overspending? 
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CARTER'S RECORD 

f Why did Mr. Carter say he would never increase taxes for the 

working man and then hit us with a social security increase that was 

highest personal tax increase in history? 

Let me-read you some of M~. Carter's promises: 

"We simply cannot check inflation by keeping people out o f work," 

Mr. Carter said in the July 26, 1976 issue of Newsweek. 

"I guarantee that I will not fight inflation with your jobs," 

Mr. Carter promised in the September 2, 1979 issue of the Washington 

Post. 

But even Mr. Carter's own running mate, Vice-President Walter 

Mondale, admits Mr. Carter broke that promise and did use unemployment 

to fight inflation. 

Let me quote to you from the Louisville Courier-Journal of 1980. 

"We think what we're doing now will be using unemployment for a while. 

We know that." Vice-President Mondale said, "But the shallower the 

recession, the less we will suffer on those terms." 

Or another Carter promise: 

"I would never increase taxes for the working people or our 

country and the older and middle-income groups .•. and you can depend 

on that if I am elected." 

Mr. Carter broke that promise. Not only did he recommend the 

huge social security tax increase, but also proposed a total of 20 

new taxes and became the biggest taxer in Presidential history. 

The chaos in the econc~y is echoed in the dangerous decline in 

American's military strength under Mr. Carter. 

It was Mr. Carter who cut $38 billion out of Jerry Ford's 

defense programs while Harold Brown, one of the weakest Secretaries 

of Defense in history, uttered hardly a word of protest. 
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CARTER I s RECORD 
Page 3 

Here's what Senator Ernest Hollings -- a member of Mr. Carter's 

own party and an expert on military and budgetary matters -- said: 

f "And yet while the Soviet Union has been building its military 

• might at ~n unprecedented ratet what have we done in response? 

"We cancelled the B-1 bomber, pushed aside the neutron bomb, 

stretched out the cruise missile, delayed deployment of the Trident 

far into the future, shut down the production line for the Minutemen 

II missile and have stood aside while thousands of our best military 

personnel have been driven out of uniform by inadequate pay and benefits." 

I Mr. Carter's foreign policy has been one disaster after another: 

Only last week Secretary of State Muskie was giving a political 

speech at the taxpayers expense when he should have been in Washington 

for a briefing on a change in nuclear strategy -- changes that our 

allies were not told about. In violation of longstanding tradition, 

Secretary of State Muskie proclaimed: "I am the first political 

Secretary of State in a long time, and I intend to play that job." 

What a misuse of such high office, and all this at taxpayers' expense! 

These are more examples of gong show diplomacy and Mr. Carter's 

ramshackle, makeshift foreign policy. 

Here's what a member of Mr. Carter's own party -- Senator Edward 

Kennedy said: 

"Whether by incredible mismanagement or irresponsible action, 

the Carter Administration has managed to jeopardize the security of 

Israel, to damage the peace prospects in the Middle East, undermine 

relations with other friends and make American foreign policy the 

laughin<;;stock of nations throughout the world." 

Inquirer, March 6, 1980.) 

-I 
(Philadelphia 
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CARTER'S RECORD Page 4 

1 After four years of Jimmy Carter, the national defense is in 

jeopardy, American foreign policy is non-existent, the economy is 

in chaos and inflation, taxes and unemployment are overwhelming the 

American people. 

This isn't just a record of failures -- it's a litany of 

disasters. 

The only questions that remain are: Can we affor - four more 

years of Mr. Carter? 

Can we afford four more years of Democratic rule in Congress? 
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TAI.KING POINTS (Aug. 14-21) 

I. I:EMX:'.RATIC CCNVENI'ION 

• ~. • ftbre eviCEnoe of -we.~ leadership • • • Mr. Carter caved in m 

platfom fight ••• it was Teddy's CX>nventim not Jinmy's •• 

. .. Mr. carter has now shown he can't lead his oountry, his cabinet, 

his family or his party •••• 

• • Will carter SURXJrt the hU:Je new jobs program that will rrean nore 

taxes, inflation and unemployrrent? toes he val1.1: programs nore than ~ople? 

II. 'IlIE HARSH REALITIES Sl'IU. BEFOre us 

.•• 7.8% unemployrrent, cbt:ble-digit inflation, the largest tax bite in 

history and a budget wildly out of balance • • • • 

••• Mr. Carter went into this cxnventiC11 with these problems and still 

has every one • 

• • . '!his litany of disasters is taking a toll of every Am:rican 

I II. THE NOVEMBER ELECTICN IS A REFERENOOM 00 THE CARI'ER recoRD 

. '!he Cerrocrats must not be ~nni.tted to deprive the Arrerican ~ople 

af their right to a vote on the Carter rerord ...• '!he American people will 

resent a srrokescreen of trivia and persooal attacks. 

IV. 'IBE RECORD IS CLEAR -- MR. CARTEE HAS BffiKEN HIS PfOvUSES TO THE AMERI(;'AN 

PEOPLE 

... en the critical issues of unemploJ'!l"€11t, double-digit inflation, the 

largest tax-bite in history and a budget wildly out of balance, carter has brcken 

every single pledge he made to the American people (See Fact Sheets 1, 2, 3, 4) • 

'" 

-· " 
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Carter refuses to be held acoomtable for his perfonnanoe 

as President. 

••• But there is only one questiCJ'l before us: 

the p~ses he made in 1976 to the American people? 

Did Mr. Carter keep 

V. CARI'ER' S INC'lMBENCT WAS IEFENIED AT TAXPAYERS EXPENSE 

••• the Secretary of State and the Secretary of tefense have tra­

ditionally kept themselves above partisan carrpaigning .••• 

Mr. Carter has now tun1ed Muskie and Bro,..,n into p;::>litical fX)int rren 

and hucksters for the carter Canpaign •••• 

• • • Kissinger and Bush have critcized Muskie for p:>liticizing his 

offire, for incx:npetence that led to a major change in nuclear strategy 

in the middle of an election carcp:rign, for making a p;::>litical speech when 

he should have been minding the store (See Fact Sheet 5) ••.• 

• • • Kennedy has properly characterized Carter's foreign p;::>licy (See 

Fact Sheet 6) •.•• 

. • • Bro,..,n is one of the weakest Secretaries of Cefense in m:x:ern 

history ..• he let Mr. Carter and his cracker barrel aoolytes cut off $38 

billion fran the Ford tefense Programs in order to nollify the afflU:nt 

special interests who supp;::>rted Carter's reelection •. 

. . . Senator Hollings has outlined the unilateral cutbacks ordered un­

der Brown (See Fact Sheet 7) .... 

• • • Now Brown is out doing Carter's bidding on the campaign trail 

while Arre r ica's military readiness strength continues to decli ne . 

Brown, Muskie, tepartment of Heal th and Hunan Services Patri ci a Harris, 

and other cabine t officers like Sh.i.rlcy Hufstedler are out r:oliti cking in­

stead of tcnclinq to the nation's business. 
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VI • INa:t-1PE'IENCE, lINCDHE~ 

Carter policies at h:xte and abroad are marked by incx:ri;:etenre and in­

ooherenre . . . • Carter about-fares en inflaticn, sr::ending, tax cuts • . 

.. Ir.jllian hostage situaticn .••. Soviet gains in Africa, Afghanistan, 

'lhe Caribbean ... .Arrerican Arrbassadors held prisoner ... Taiwanization 

of Israel . . . Carter's flip flop:; and gcng sha,., diplomacy all lead to 

strained relations with key allies like Franre and Germany . . Eurofe 

is shifting toward separate diplanatic initiatives with t-t>srow ... Mi<East 

talks breaking ck:Jwn • • • ~ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

ED MEESE 

JIM BRADY 

August 13, 1980 

SuBJECT: Random rhoughts on Democrat Party Platform 
t 

The Democrat Platform passed this week in New York City is 
a prescription for massive spending programs and higher 
taxes for working America. 

Their platform lists program after program which they pledge 
to spend more money on, and if you read it, it virtually 
ignores the working middle-income taxpayers -- the ones who 
pay the bills! 

Notice the GOP platform is organized by topics such as Free 
Individuals, Families, Neighborhoods, Jobs, Peace, Freedom ... 
The Democrats organized them by Government programs --
How telling! 

There is a clear difference in approach and tone: The GOP 
says things don't have to be this way and they put forward 
bold, new plans that involve individuals and freedom from 
government; The Democrats see the solution as if only we 
spend more federal dollars, our problems will go away -­
They have written a "map of misery". 

Claim 
Democrat's problems were inherited 
from the Republicans. 

Carter inherited problems from 
the Ford Administration. 

Truth 
Four years in the White House, 
and over a quarter of a century 
of controlling Congress, the 
Democrats can't blame anyone 
but themselves for our country'! 
problems. 

Inflation was 4.8% in 1976. 
It is now three times that rate 

Unemployment was 7.7% and 
falling. It is now 7.8% and 
climbing. One million more 
people are out of work than 
when President Ford left office 
The Democrats are going to put 
more and more out of work befor 
the year's end! 
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Claim 

Platform claims the Democrats have 
reduced taxes, restrained govern­
ment spending and steadily reduced 
budget deficits. 

Platform claims the Democrat Party 
has put into place a "strong anti­
inflation program" 

Their platform states "the record 
of the past four years is ates­
timent to what Democrats can do 
working together ... " 

The platform says "Government must 
set the example of fiscal respon­
sibility for all our citizens who 
are helping in the fight against 
inflation ... " 

The platform committs the Democrats 
to tax reductions to "combat 
recession as soon as it appears ... " 

The Democrat platform specifically 
opposes a Constitutional Amendment 
to balance the Budget. 

Truth I 
This is a truly amazing claim! 
In the last 4 years, the Carter 
White House, and the Congress, 
and Democrats have increased 
spending by $231 billion-~ 
i~creased taxes by $246 billion, 
and run up budget deficits 
totalling $168 billion. 

This administration has increase , 
spending, taxes and budget 
deficits more than any other 
in our history! 

They may be happy with reducing 
inflation from 18% they caused 
earlier this year to 12% today, 
but the American people aren't! 

Can you imagine campaigning on 
"Four More Years"? Their 
economic record, and lost 
prestige throughout the world is 
a testiment to their inability 
to govern. 

Carter and the Democrats certain 
have not set any examples of 
fiscal responsibility. They 
are fighting inflation by throw­
ing the economy into a recessior 

Wake up! The Recession is Here! 
Millions have lost their jobs 
this year and they are stalling 
on a tax cut! 

The GOP platform states a 
Republican President and a 
Republican Congress would 
restrain spending and balance 
the budget -- and if necessary 
seek to adopt a Constitutional 
Amendment to balance the budget 
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Claim 

The Democrat platform makes no 
mention of tuition tax credits. 
This f~ the first time in.years 
their platform fails to support 
tuition tax credits. 

t' 

Truth 

The GOP platform specifically 
says a Republican President 
will work with Congress to · 
enact tuition tax credits to 
help hard-pressed parents send 
their children to school. 

Yes -- 75% for one program, 
223% for another, 113% for 

1, 
J 

The Democrat platform lists a 
whole series of spending pro­
grams and proudly crows how · 
much they have increased 
spending the last 4 years. 

yet another, 157% for another 
~eal federal belt-tightening. 

-- Jl 

The Democrats claim they reduced 
taxes in 1977 and 1978! 

Remember the 1976 Democrat call 
to "Slash $5 to $7 billion in 
Military Spending!" 

SUMMARY 

How many Americans have seen 
their wages increase by 75% 
or 100%, ·or 200% ! Carter says 
hold wage increase to about 7%! 

The Democrats have been able to 
increase spen.ding so much becaus 
they have increased taxes so 
much -- $2,000, on the typical 
family of four! 

The 1977 "tax cut" was the $50 
rebate fiasco and 1978 (Kennedy/ 
Burgers) was enacted over the 
objections of the Carter White 
House. 

This year they call for a commit 
ment to "reverse the steady 
decline in defense spending tha1 
occurred under the Republican 
Administration ..• " 

This Democrat platform is quintessential Carter ... "A Plan without 
ideas, Ideas without a plan .•. " 

The Democrat document says we must accept less, share shortages and 
be prepared to passively accept the decline of America. 

The Democrats say we fare an "age of limits" - that we suffer from I 
a nationaJ. "malaise" ... 

We respond, the only "malaise" in this great natipn is found in the 
bankrupt Democrat leadership and policies. The Republicans shout 

I 
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hope, not despair, up, not down -- the restoration of the American 
dream ... 

Reagan and the Republicans want to make America great again and 
"togeth~r~ move a new beginnfng ... " 
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Reagan Bush C-ommittee 

901 South Highland Street. Arlington, Virginia 22204 (7031685-3400 

SUGGESTED STATEMENT ON DEMOCRAT ECONOMIC PLANKS 

I XXXXX -- The Democrat Party has adopted an approach 

to the economy which can only yield more inflation, increased 

unemployment, higher deficits and greater taxes. Its leaders, 

including Jimmy Carter, failed to summon the courage and find 

the creativity needed to end the recession their own policies 

and programs have brought about . 

Jimmy Carter tries to blame many of today's economic ills 

on the Ford Administration. The record, no matter how Carter and 

his cronies try to twist it, does not support the claim. Inflation 

l.I~ was 4.8% in 1976, today it is more than double that. 

ment was 7.7% and going down when Gerald Ford left office, 

Un employ-

today unemployment is 7.8% and going up. Spending has increased 

by $231 billion. Taxes have increased by $246 billion. Deficits 

for Carter's term are at a record $168 billion. Interest rates 

are up, housing starts are down and the confidence of the 

American people in their economy is at an all-time low. 

is the record of Jimmy Carter's term in office. 

This 

I In their platform, the Democrats give lip service to reducing 

spending, they hedge on a tax cut and they refuse to support a 

I -more-

- · • -- '"' · ·-'- ,. ___ ,,._ 11 .. ;,-i St.a'-- S..naLor Paul I.Aull. Chairman. Bay Buchanan. Tr•surer. 
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STATEMENT ON DEMOCRAT ECONOMIC PLANKS 

2 

:Constitutional amendment to balance the budget. The Democrats 

have an economic plan which offers no hope for the working 
"4 

., 

men and women who need and deserve a sensible, responsible approach 

to end the recession the Democrats brought on. 

The Republican platform presents a specific and workable 

to restore the prosperity Jimmy Carter has taken away. 

The Republican plan is for an immediate tax cut, a true reduction 

in federal spending and a balanced budget. 

f What is really at stake here is not just a bunch of statistics. 

Rather, what is really at stake is whether America's working 

men and women will be able to continue to provide for their families 

the quality of life they richly deserve. What is at stake 

is whether our country will continue to provide opportunities 

for success, or whether we will be permanently shackled to an 

economy which cruelly ends the dreams and hopes millions of 

hard working Americans who want nothing more than a chance to 

make it. What is at stake here is whether our Nation will 

continue to be the land of growth, opportunity and progress. 

Never has the choice between the two parties been so 

clear. Never have the stakes been higher. 

-30-
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Reagan Bush C,ommittee 
901 South Highland Street, Arlington. Virginia 22204 17031685-3400 

SUGGESTED -P.RESS RELEASE ON DEMOCRAT ECONOMIC PLANKS 

I xxxxxx Calling it "the moral equivalent of 'Fantasy 

Island'", ///// sharply criticized the economic planks of 

the Democrat platform today. In a statement issued here, 

///// cited the miserable record of Democrat leadership and 

discussed the weakness of the Democrat economic planks. 

I "After parliamentary hocus-pocus even Houdini would have 

admired, the Democrats have adopted an approach to the economy 

which reminds me of the misguided child who throws gasoline 

on a fire in the belief that any liquid will put it out. The 

Democrats have said 'full steam ahead' to a .spend-a-thon which 

has already caused recession, inflation, unemployment and higher 

taxes. Once again, we see the middle income taxpayers being 

forced to perform a juggling act just to house, feed and clothe 

their families,"///// said. 

I ///// added: "While the Democrat platform claims that 

Jimmy Carter inherited .his economic problems from President 

Ford the truth is that inflation has more than doubled since 

Carter took office. Unemployment was declining when President 

Ford left office: today unemployment lines are longer than ever. 

Federal spending under the Democrats has increased by $231 billion, 

-more-

Paid for by Reapn B11ah Comrniu.. Uaited Stat.a Senator Pa11l LuaJL Chairman. Bay 811Chanan. Trawrer. 
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PRESS RELEASE ON DEMOCRAT ECONOMIC PLANKS 

2 

with a recqrd overall deficit of $168 billion. Incredibly, 

though, the Democrats oppose a Constitutional •,·amendment to balance 

the budget, a promise made and never kept by Jimmy Carter. The 

Democrats also hedge on a tax cut, pledging cuts 'as soon as 

the recession appears.' Evidently, reality is an unwelcomE 

factor in Democrat platforms. 

f I "The Republican platform offers specific and workable 
f 
l solutions to the economic problems the Democrats ·have created. 
f • t : These include a reduction in federal spending, a balanced 

budget and an immediate tax cut. Our economic recovery plan 

recognizes that the burden of the recession rests heaviest on the 

shoulders of the working men and women who want nothing more 

than to have their hard-earned paychecks be worth something. 

our program is realistic and offers hope for those whose very 

existence is threatened by the Carter recession. 

I "The Democrat approach to the economy is the moral equivalent 

of 'Fantasy Island.' Their economic planks are made of balsa 

wood which will collapse upon close examination by the American 

people." 

-30-
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Reagan Bush Committee 
901 South High:, nd Street. Arlington , Virginia 22204 (7031685-3400 

MEMORANDUM • 

August 14, 198 0 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Press Secretary 

Paul Russo, 
Congressional Relations 

Notes on the Democratic National Convention 

Attached please find several documents relating to the 

Democratic National Conv ention and its platform. 

Please feel free to use this material as you see fit. 

Should you have any questions, please contact my office 

at 685-3690. 

attachments 

Paid for b,· Reagan Bush Committee. United States Senator Paul Laxall. Chairman Ba,· Buchanan. Treasurn 



SUGGESTED STATEMENT - CARTER'S RECORD 

That wasn't a politi=al convention this week in New York --

it was a four day serial featuring weak, incompetent, divisive leader­

ship. 

An incumbent president caved into a sing le Senator on issue after 

issue -- it was Teddy's convention, not Jimmy's convention. 

Mr. Carter went into the Democratic convention with 7.8 % unemploy ­

ment, with double digit inflation, with the largest tax bite in history 

and with a budget wildly out of balance. 

Mr. Carter comes out of the convention with every single one of 

those problems intact. 

And American people want to hold Mr. Carter accountable for that 

record. The American people want a referendum this November on the 

Carter record -- a referendum on all the broken promises of 1976. 

Mr. Carter is now attempting to hide those broken promises behind 

a smokescree : of trivia, personal attacks and down-home demagoguery. 

But the hard questions will not go away: 

Why did Mr. Carter say in 1976 that he would keep unemployment 

at 4% and then plan a recession that drove unemployment to 7.8%? 

Why did Mr. Carter say in 1976 that he would never use unemployment 

to stop inflation and enforce policies that drove millions out of 

work? 

Why did Mr. Carter say in 1976 -- over and over again -- he would 

balance the budget and then produce the largest deficit in history -­

$77 billion in fiscal 1980 (inclu~2s off budget items)? 

Why did Mr. Carter say in 1976 that he would keep inflation at 

4% and then drive inflation to its present 14% level with wild 

overspending? 



.t'age L 

CARTER'S RECORD 

Why did Mr. Carter say he would never increase taxes for the 

wq rking man and then hit us with a social security increase that was 

the h ighest personal tax increase in history? 
. 

Let me- read you some of Mr. Carter's promises: 

"We simply cannot check inflation b y keeping people out o f work," 

Mr. Carter said in the July 26, 1976 issue o f Newsweek. 

"I guarantee that I wi ll not fight inflation with your jobs," 

Mr. Ca r te r promised in the September 2, 1979 issue of the Washing t o n 

Post. 

But even Mr. Carter's own running mate, Vice-President Walter 

Mondale, admits Mr. Carter broke that promise and did use unemployment 

to fi ght inflation. 

Let me quote to you from the Louisville Courier-Journal of 1980. 

"We think what we're doing now will be using unemployment for a while. 

We know that." Vice-President Mondale said, "But the shallower the 

recession, the less we will suffer on those terms." 

Or another Carter promise: 

"I would never increase taxes for the working people or our 

country and the older and middle-income groups ... and you can depend 

on that if I am elected." 

Mr. Carter broke that promise. Not only did he recommend the 

huge social security tax increase, but also proposed a total o f 20 

new tax es and became the biggest taxer in Presidential histo r y . 

The chaos in the economy is echoed in the dangerous dec line i n 

American's military strength under Mr. Carter. 

It was Mr. Carter who cut $38 billion out of Jerry Ford's 

defense programs while Harold Brown, one of the weakest Ses retaries 

of Defense in history, uttered hardly a word of protest. 
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Here's what Senator Ernest Hollings -- a member of Mr. Carter's 

own party and an expert on military and budgetary matters -- said: 

"And yet while the Soviet Union has been building its military 

might at an-unprecedented rate, what have we done in response? 

"We cancelled the B-1 bomber, pushed aside the neutron bomb, 

stretched out the cruise missile, delayed deployment of the Trident 

far i nto the futu re , shut down the production line for the Minutemen 

II missile and have stood aside while thousands of our best military 

personnel have been driven out of uniform by inadequate pay and benefits." 

Mr. Carter's foreign policy has been one disaster after another: 

Only last week Secretary of State Muskie was giving a political 

speech at the taxpayers expense when he should have been in Washington 

for a briefing on a change i :~ nuclear strategy -- changes that our 

allies were not told about. In violation o f longstanding tradition, 

Secretary of State Muskie proclaimed: "I am the first political 

Secretary of State in a long time, and I intend to play that job." 

What a misuse of such high office, and all this at taxpayers' expense! 

These are more examples of gong show diplomacy and Mr. Carter's 

ramshackle, makeshift foreign policy. 

Here's what a member of Mr. Carter's own party -- Senator Edward 

Kennedy said: 

"Whether by incredible mismanagement or irresponsible action, 

the Carter Administration has managed to jeopardize the security of 

Israel, to damage the peace prospects in the Middle East, undermine 

relations with other friends and make American foreign policy the 

laughinqstock of nations throughout the world." (Philadelphia 

Inquirer, March 6, 1980.) 
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After four years of Jimmy Carter, the national defense is in 

jeopardy, American forei~ ·1 policy is non-existent, the economy is 

in chaos and inflation, taxes and unemployment are overwhelming the 

American people. 

This isn't just a record of failures -- it's a litany of 

disasters. 

The only questions that remain are: Can we affor -- four more 

years of Mr. Carter? 

Can we afford four more years of Democratic rule in Congress? 



TAI.KING POINTS (Aug. 14-21) 

I. I:EMX:FATIC CXNVENI'Iet:. 

• ·-. • ttbre evidence of ~ak leaCErship . . . Mr. Carter ca"Ved in en 

platfonn fight ... it was Teddy's oonventim not Jimny's .. 

• • • Mr. carter has now shown he can't lead his ooun try, his cabinet, 

his family or his party .... 

. . . Will carter supp:,rt the huge new jobs program that will rrean rrore 

taxes, inflation and unemployrrent? roes he vali.e programs rrore than i:;eople? 

II. 'IlIE HAR3H REALITIES STILL BEFORE US 

... 7.8% unemployrrent, ootble-d.igit inflation, the largest tax bite in 

history and a budget wildly out of balance .... 

• • • Mr. Carter went into this cx:nventim with these problems and still 

has every one. 

. . . '!his lit any of disasters is taking a toll of every Arrerican . . . . 

III. THE NO\JEMBER ELECTICN IS A REFERENIXJM CN 'IHE CARI'ER RECORD 

. 'Ihe D:rtocrats must not be permitted to deprive the Arrerican i:;eople 

af their right to a vote on the Carter rerord . . 

resent a srrokescreen of trivia and persooal attacks. 

'Ihe Arrerican people will 

IV. THE RECORD IS CLEAR -- MR. CARTER HAS BIDKEN HIS PIO-USES 'ID 'IHE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE 

• 

... en the critical issues of unemployment, double-digit inflation, the 

largest tax-bite in history and a budget wildly out of balance, carter has brcken 

every single pledge he made to the Arrerican people (See Fact Sheets 1, 2, 3, 4). 
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• • • Mr. Carter refuses to be held aca::>mtable for his performance 

as President • 

• • • But there is only one questicn before us: 

the prgnises he made in 1976 to the American people? 

Did Mr. Carter keep 

V. CARI'ER' S INOMBENCY WAS IEFENIED AT TAXPAYERS EXPENSE 

• • . the Secretary of State and the Secretary of I:efense have tra­

ditionally kept them.5elves above partisan carrq:>aigning .••. 

Mr. Carter has now turned Muskie and Brown into i::olitical i::oint Iren 

and hucksters for the Carter Campaign •••• 

• • . Kissinger and Bush have critcized Muskie for politicizing his 

office, for incx:mpetence that led to a major change in nuclear strategy 

in the middle of an election campaign, for making a political speech when 

he should have been minding the store (See Fact Sheet 5) •••• 

. • • Kennedy has properly characterized carter's foreign p.::>licy (See 

Fact Sheet 6) •••• 

. • • Brown is one of the weakest Secretaries of I:efense in ITOCEm 

history . . . he let Mr. Carter and his cracker barrel aoolytes cut off $38 

billion fran the Ford tefense Programs in order to rrollify the affl~nt 

special interests who supi::orted Carter's reelection •. 

. . . Senator Hollings has outlined the unilateral cutbacks ordered un­

der Brown (See Fact Sheet 7) . . . . 

• • • Now Brown is out doing carter's bidding on the campaign trail 

while Arrerica's military readiness strength oontinues to decline . 

Brown, Muskie , tepartment of Health and Hunan Services Patricia Harris, 

and other cabinet officers like Shirley Hufstedler are out r:oliticking in­

stead of tcncli nc: to tJ1e nation 's business. 
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VI. :rna::>MPE'IENCE, iINCDHEREN:E 

Carter policies ,,t tore and abroad are marked by incx::np:tenre and in­

roherenre . . . . Carter aoout-fares en inflaticn, s~ding, tax cuts . . 

.. Irjr1ian hostage situaticn ..•• Soviet gains in Africa, Afghanistan, 

'!he Caribbean ... American .Arrba.ssadors held prisoner ... Taiwanization 

of Israel ... Carter's flip floF,S and goog sha.v diplomacy all lead to 

strained relations with key allies like Franre and Germany . . Europ: 

is shifting tc:Mard separate diplanatic initiatives with f.bscow ... Mi<East 

talks breaking cb.vn • • • . 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

ED MEESE 

JIM BRADY 

August 13, 1980 

S:.T JECT_: Random thoughts on Democrat Party Platform 

The Democrat Platform passed this we ek in New York City is 
a prescription for massive spending programs and highe r 
taxes for working America. 

Their platform lists program after program which they pledge 
to spend more money on, and if you read it, it virtuall y 
ignores the working middle-income taxpayers -- the ones who 
pay the bills! 

Notice the GOP platform is organized by topics such as Free 
Individuals, Families, Neighborhoods, Jobs, Peace, Freedom ... 
The Democrats organized them by Government programs --
How telling! 

There is a clear difference in approach and tone: The GOP 
says things don't have to be this way and they put forward 
bold, n ~w plans that involve individuals and freedom from 
government; The Democrats see the solution as if only we 
spend more federal dollars, our problems will go away -­
They have written a "map of misery". 

Claim 
Democrat's problems were inherited 
from the Republicans. 

Carter inherited problems from 
the Ford Administration. 

Truth 
Four years in the White House, 
and over a quarter of a century 
of controlling Congress, the 
Democrats can't blame anyone 
but themselves for our country's 
problems. 

Inflation was 4.8% in 1976. 
It is now three times that rate! 

Unemployment was 7.7% and 
falling. It is now 7.8% and 
climbing . One million more 
people are out of work than 
when President Ford left office 
The Democrats are going to put 
more and more out of work befor( 
the year's end! 
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Claim 

Platform claims the Democrats have 
reduced taxes, restrained govern­
ment spending and steadily reduced 
budget deficits. 

Platform claims the Democrat Party 
has put into place a "strong anti­
inflation program" 

Their platform states "the record 
of the past four years is ates­
timent to what Democrats can do 
working together ... " 

The platform says "Government must 
set the example of fiscal respon­
sibility for all our citizens who 
are helping in the fight against 
inflation ... " 

The platform comrnitts the Democrats 
to tax reductions to "combat 
recession as soon as it appears ... " 

The Democrat platform specifically 
opposes a Constitutional Amendment 
to balance the Budget. 

Truth 

This is a truly amazing claim! 
In the last 4 years, the Carter 
White House, and the Congress, 
and Democrats have increased 
spending by $231 billion-~ 
i~creased taxes by $246 billion, 
and run up budget deficits • 
totalling $168 billion. 

This administration has increase , 
spending, taxes and budget 
deficits more than any other 
in our history! 

They may be happy with reducing 
inflation from 18% they caused 
earlier this year to 12% today, 
but the American people aren't! 

Can you imagine campaigning on 
"Four More Years"? The.ir 
economic record, and lost 
prestige throughout the world i~ 
a testiment to their inability 
to govern. 

Carter and the Democrats certair: 
have not set any examples of 
fisca : responsibility. They 
are fighting inflation by throw­
ing the economy into a recessio1 

Wake up! The Recession is Here 
Millions have lost their jobs 
this year and they are stalling 
on a tax cut! 

The GOP platform states a 
Republican President and a 
Republican Congress would 
restrain spending and balance 
the budget -- and if necessary 
seek to adopt a Constitutional 
Amendment to balance the budget 
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Claim 

The Democrat platform makes no 
mention of tuition tax credits. 
This~? the first time in.years 
their platform fails to support 
tuition tax credits. 

The Democrat platform lists a 
whole series of spending pro­
grams and proudly crows how 
much they have increased 
spending the last 4 years. 

The Democrats claim they reduced 
taxes in 1977 and 1978! 

Remember the 1976 Democrat call 
to "Slash $5 to $7 billion in 
Military Spending!" 

SUMMARY 

Truth 

The GOP platform specifically 
says a Republican President 
will work with Congress to · 
enact tuition tax credits to 
h~lp hard-pressed parents send 
their children to school. 

Yes -- 75% for one program, 
223% for another, 113% for 
yet another, 157 % for another 
Real federal belt-tightening. 

How many Americans have seen 
their wages increase by 75% 
or 100%, or 200%! Carter says 
hold wage increase to about 7%! 

The Democrats have been able to 
increase spending so much becaus 
they have increased taxes so 
much -- $2 , 000, on the typical 
family of f our! 

The 1977 "tax cut" was the $50 
rebate fiasco and 1978 (Kennedy/ 
Burgers) was enacted over the 
objections of the Carter White 
House. 

This year they call for a commit 
ment to "reverse the steady 
decline in defense spending that 
occurred under the Republican 
Administration ... " 

This Democrat platform is quintessential Carter ... "A Plan without 
ideas, Ideas without a plan ... " 

The Democrat document says we must accept less, share shortages and 
be prepared to passively accept the decline of America. 

The Democrats say we fare an "age of limits" - that we suffer from 
a nationai "malaise" ... 

We respond, the only "malaise" in this great nation is found in the 
bankrupt Democrat leadership and policies. The Republicans shout 
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hope, not despair, up, not down -- the restoration of the American 
dream •.. 

Reagan and the Republicans want to make America great again and 
"together=, move a new beginning ... " 

·' 



:H.eagan Bush C.Ommittee 
901 South Higr. laui. Street. Arlington. Virginia 22204 (7031685-3400 

SUGGESTED STATEMENT ON DEMOCRM' ECONOMIC PLAN_KS 

XXXXX -- The Democrat Party has adopted an approach 

to the economy which can only yield more inflation, increased 

unemployment, higher defici ts and greater taxes. Its leaders, 

including Jimmy Carter, failed to summon the courage and find 

the creativity needed t o end the recession their own policies 

and programs have brought about. 

Jimmy Carter tries to blame many of today's economic ills 

on the F;ird Administration. The record, no matter how Carter and 

his cronies try to twist it, does not support the claim. Inflation 

was 4.8% in 1976, today it is more than double that. Unemploy­

ment was 7.7% and going down when Gerald Ford left office, 

today unemployment is 7.8% and going up. Spending has increased 

by $231 billion. Taxes have increased by $246 billion. Deficits 

for Carter's term are at a record $168 billion. Interest rates 

are up, housing starts are down and the confidence of the 

American people in their economy is at an all-time low. This 

is the record of Jimmy Carter's term in office. 

In their platform, the Democrats give lip service to reducing 

spending, they hedge on a tax cut and they refuse to suppcrt a 

-more-

Paid for by Reagan Bush Committee. United S~tes Senator Paul Lault. Chairman. Ba:v Buchanan. Treasurer 



.. STATEMENT ON DEMOCRAT ECONOMIC PLANKS 

2 

Constitutional amendment to balance the budget. The Democrats 

have an economic plan which offers no hope for the working 
~ 

men and women who need and deserve a sensible, responsible approach 

to end the recession the Democrats brought on. 

The Republican platform presents a specific and workable 

plan to restore the prosperity Jimmy Carter has taken away. 

The Republican plan is for an immediate tax cut, a true reduction 

in federal spending and a balanced budget. 

What is really at stake here is not just a bunch of statistics. 

Rather, what is really at stake is whether America's working 

men and women will be able to continu~ to provide for their families 

the quality of life they richly deserve. What is at stake 

is whether our country will continue to provide opportunities 

for success, or whether we will be permanently shackled to an 

economy which cruelly ends the dreams and hopes millions of 

hard working Americans who want nothing more than a chance to 

make it. What is at stake here is whether our Nation will 

continue to be the land of growth, opportunity and progres ~ . 

Never has the choice between the two parties been so 

clear. Never have the stakes been higher. 

-30-
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SUGGESTED PRESS RELEASE ON DEMOCRAT ECONOMIC PLANKS ., 

xxxxxx Calling it "the moral equivalent of 'Fantasy 

Island'", ///// sharply criticized the economic planks of 

the Democrat platform today. In a statement issued here, 

///// cited the miserable record of Democrat leadership and 

discussed the weakness of the Democrat economic planks. 

"After parliamentary hocus-pocus even Houdini would have 

admired, the Democrats have adopted an approach to the economy 

which reminds m~ of the misguided child who throws gasoline 

on a fire in the belief that any liquid will put it out. The 

Democrats have said 'full steam ahead' to a .spend-a-then which 

has already caused recession, inflation, unemployment and higher 

taxes. Once again, we see the middle income taxpayers being 

forced to perform a juggling act just to house, feed and clothe 

their families,"///// said. 

///// added: "While the Democrat platforr. claims that 

Jimmy Carter inherited his economic problems from President 

Ford the truth is that inflation has more than doubled since 

Carter took office. Unemployment was declining when President 

Ford left office; today unemployment lines are longer than ever. 

Federal spending under the Democrats has increased by $231 billion, 

-more-

Paid for by Reapn Bush Commit•. United Sc.ates Senator Paul Lau.It. Chairman. Bay Buchanan. Tra1111rer. 
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with a record overall deficit of $168 billion. Incredibly, 

though, the Democrats oppose a Constitutional ··amendment to balance 

the budget, a promise made and never kept by Jimmy Carter. The 

Democrats also hedge on a tax cut, pledging cuts 'as soon as 

the recession appears.' Evidently, reality is an unwelcom( 

factor in Democrat platforms. 

"The Republican platform offers specific and workable 

solutions to the economic problems the Democrats have created. 

These include a reduction in federal spending, a balanced 

budget and an immediate tax cut. Our economic recovery plan 

recognizes that the burden of the recession rests heaviest on the 

shoulders of the working men and women who want nothing more 

than to have their hard-earned paychecks be worth something. 

our program is realistic and offers hope for those whose very 

existence is threatened by the Carter recession • 

"The Democrat approach to the economy is the moral equivalent 

of 'Fantasy Island.' Their economic planks are made of balsa 

wood which will collapse upon close examination by the American 

people." 

-30-




