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54 114Y 23 WHITE; HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 5/23/84

ACﬁONICONCURRENCEICOMMENT DUEBY: cC.0.b. TODAY

SUBJECT: PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: UNKNOWN SERVICEMAN CEREMONY AT

' THE CAPITOL (5/22 - 4:30 p.m.)

=

ACTION FYI

Please. provide any comments directly
my office, by c.o.b. today.

Thank you.

ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT a -a McFARLANE ‘—“-? v O
I MEESE O ‘@ MMANUS ~ - o
BAKER O @~ MURPHY a o
DEAVER ‘O @~ OGLESBY v
STOCKMAN -~ O  ROGERS o o
DARMAN P (S5 SPEAKES |
FELDSTEIN O -0  SVAHN o O
FIELDING - o O  VERSTANDIG o 0
FULLER m/ O  WHITTLESEY a_ o
- TUTWILER \/
HERRINGTON O O - WIRTHLIN B O
HENKEL /
HICKEY o g - ELLIoTT o o
REMARKS:

to Ben Elliott, with a copy to

RESPONSE:

The NSC concurs with the remarks as written.

immitt

Robert M.
w1 nvV 2 4. ‘984

-

Richard G. Darman
Assistant to the President
Ext. 2702



(Myer/BE) .
May 22, 1984
4:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: UNKNOWN SERVICEMAN CEREMONY AT THE CAPITOL
) FRIDAY, MAY 25, 1984

An American hero has returned hémé. God bléss him.-

We may not know of this man's lifé, but “we know of his
character. We may not know his name, but we know his courage.
He is the heart, the soul and the spirit of America.A

Today; a grateful Nation mourﬁs the death of an Unknown

Serviceman of the Vietnam Era, This g9ungAAmerican understood

= J

that freedom is névér more fﬁan one générétion a&ay from
extinction. He may not have wanted to be a hero, but there was a
need -- in the Iron Triangle, off Yankee Station,'at Khe Sanh,
over the Red River Valley.

He accepted his mission and did his duty. And his honest
patriofisq overwhelms us. We understand the meaning of his
sacrifice, and thoéé of his comrades yet to return.‘

.This American hero may not need us. But, surely, we need
him. In Longfellow's words, | |
So when a great man dies,
- For years beyond our ken,
- The light he leaves behind him lies
Upon the paths of men.

We muét‘not be blind to the light he left behind. Our path
must bevwofthy of his trust. We must not.betray his love of
cbuntry,' It'is up to us.tb protect the proud heritage ﬂow in our
hands, and to live in peacé as bravely as he died in war. »

On fhis day, as we honor our Unknown Serviceman, we pray to

Almighty God for His mercy. And we pray for the wisdom ‘that this

hero be America's last Unknown.



4189
MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
May 23, 1984

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR BOB KIMMITT . GIGNED
FROM: DICK CHILDRESS@
SUBJECT: Proposed Presidential Remarks - Unknown

Serviceman Ceremony at the Capitol
I have reviewed and concur with the remarks as written.
Request you sign the response block to Darman at Tab I.

Approve Y Disapprove

Gaston Sigur and Karna Small (felephonically) concur.

Attachments

Tab I Kimmitt/Darman with attachment

cc: G. Sigur
K. Small
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MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

May 24, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT

FROM: " ROBERT M. KIMMITTBe=l—

SUBJECT : Presidential Remarks - Vietném Unknown
Soldier Entombment

We have reviewed the proposed remarks and made some minor
edits and one deletion for policy reasons. We are in a
delicate stage with Vietnam at the current time following the
February mission to Hanoi on the POW/MIA issue. They have
pledged accelerated efforts and the return of eight more sets
of remains at the next technical meeting which should be
scheduled soon.

The quote by Truong Nhu Tang runs a very high risk of setting
us back substantially. We have used the stick before with
Vietnam on this issue (severely last year at the ASEAN
meeting) and are prepared to do so again, if necessary.
However, the timing is wrong now.

Attachment

Tab A Edited Presidential Remarks

cc: Richard Darman

y

-
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4210
AY23 "’5 24 WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

" DATE: 5/23/84: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE By: NOON THURSDAY, 5/24/84

susJecT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VIETNAM UNKNOWN SOLDIER ENTOMBMENT

MONDAY, MAY 28, 1984

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O O McMANUS O V
MEESE O [/ MURPHY O O
BAKER O [J OGLESBY D/ O
DEAVER O J ROGERS O O
STOCKMAN | 0 SPEAKES O O
DARMAN P B‘! SVAHN w” 0O
FELDSTEIN O O VERSTANDIG O |
FIELDING J O WHITTLESEY O O
FULLER J 0 _TUTWILER M
HERRINGTON 0 O ~ WIRTHLIN & O
HICKEY O o 0 HENKEL 5 O
McFARLA =»” g T o &7
REMARKS:

Please forward comments/edits directly to

Ben Elliott in room 100 by NOON THRUSDAY,

MAY 24, 1984, with an information copy to

my office.

/ Thank_gon
RESPONSE:

Richard G. Darman
Assistant to the President
Ext. 2702



Roenivt TS X (Dolan/BE)
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VIETNAM UNKNOWN SOLDIER ENTOMBMENT
MONDAY, MAY 28, 1984
Memorial Day is a day of ceremonies and speeches.
Throughout America today, we honor the dead of our wars. We

recall their valor and thelr sacrlflces - we remember they gave

: : M ﬂ«. malionel Y UNKNN
their lives so that others might live. e u-l.l-'&ﬁ_l-} dcﬂm . :

When he spoke at a ceremony dike—ehss at Gettysburg 1n 1863, e,
President Lincoln reminded us that -- through their deeds =-- the
dead had speken more eloquently‘for themselves than any of‘the
living ever could, and that we the living could only honor them
by rededicating ourselves Eo the cause for which they so
willingly gave a last full measure of devotion.

This is especially so today:; for in our minds and heerts is
the memory of VietnaﬁAand all that conflict meant for those who
sacrificed on the field of battle and for their loved ones who
suffered here at home.

Not long ago, when a memorial was dedicated here in
Washington to our Vietnam veterans, the events surrounding that
dedication were a stirring reminder of America's resilience, of
how our Nation could learn and grow and transcend the tragedies
of the past. .

During the dedication ceremonies, the rolls of those who
diea,and are still missing were read for 3 days in a candlelight
ceég;ony at the National Cathedral. And the veterans of Vietnam

who were never welcomed home with speeches and bands -- but who

were never defeated in battle and were heroes as surely as any



-

Page =

who have ever fought in a néble cause -- staged their own parade
on Constitution Avenue.

As America watched them, some in wheelchairs, all of them
proud, there was a feeling thaé as a Nation we were coming

together again and that we had -- at long last -- welcomed the

®
.

boys home.

"A lot of healing . . . went on," said one combat veteran
who helped organize support for the memorial. And then there was
this newspaper account that appeared after the ceremonies. I
would like to read it to you:

"Yesterday, crowds returned to the memorial. Among them was
Herbie Petit, a machinist and former marine from New Orleans.
'‘Last night,' he said, standing near the wall, 'I went out to
dinner with some other ex-marines. There was also a group of
college students in the restaurant. We started talking to each
other and before we left they stood -up and cheered.'

'The whole week,' Petit said, his eyes red, 'it was worth it-
just for that.'" '

It has been worth it. We Americans have learned to listen
to each other and to trust each other again. We have. learned
that Government owes the‘people aﬁ explanation and needs their
support for its actions at home and abroad. And we have
learned -- and I pray this time for good -- the most valuable
lesson of all: the preciousnéss of human freedom. It has been a

lesson relearned not just by Americans but by all the people of

the world.

on’_that Truong Nhu Tang, one of

the _founders-of-the-Nationai~&iberation—Front...a _former Vlet Cong

mlgyster and v1ce-m1nlster of the postwar government in Vietnam,

et

rewcian 4,

spoke of recently when he.explained whj why he fled Vietnam for

RS i

freedoéi]
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yte about the
etnam, "brought such
. Not the military

"No previous regime in my country,”
concentration s and boat people of
numbers of people such desper
dictators, not the co €, not even the ancient Chinese
overlords. It is a sson my compatrlots and I learned
through witnessin nd through suffering in our own lives the
fate of our countrymen. It is a lesson that must eventually move
the conscience of the world."

e
Yet while the experience of Vietnam has given the ,world a

stark lesson that ultimately must move the conscience of the

world, we must remember that we cannot today -- as much as E'eJ-SWHE
might want to -- close this chapter in our history.

For the war in Southeast Asia still haunts a small but brave
group of Americans, the families of those still missing in the
Vietnam conflict. They live day and night with uncegtaihty, with

"
an emptiness, with a void we cannot fathom. Today, E;éi‘sit
among you; theif feelings are a mixture of pride and fear. They
are proud of their sons or husbands who bravely and nobly
answered the call of their country, but some of them fear that
this ceremony writes a final chapter, leaving those they loved,
forgotten. Today, then, one way to honor those who served 1n Serap,
Vietnam is to gather here and rededicate ourselves to securing
the answers for the families of those missing in action. I ask
the Members of Congress, the leaders of veterans groups, and the
citizens of an entire Nation -- preseht or listening =-- to give
these families your help and your support, for they still
sacrifice and suffer; Vietnam is not over for them; they cannot
reﬁﬁ‘until they know the fate of those they loved and watched
march off to serve their country. Our dedication to their cause

must be strengthened with these events today; we write no last

chapters, we close no books, we put away no final memories. An



Page =

end to Ameérica's involvement in Vietnam can not éome before we
have achieved the fullest possible accounting of those missing in
action. This can only happen when their families know with
certainty that this Nation discharged her duty to those who

-

served nobly and well. Today, a united people callvupon Hanoi
with one voice =- heal the sorest wound of this conflié;; return
our sons to America; end the grief of those who are innocent and
undeserving of any retribution.

The unknown soldier who has returned to us today and whom we

And ne bl praat Lim T hi gurt deconadion wt tan boatowd, T Loy b

lay to rest is symbolic of all our missing sons.A About him, we qAbmn‘
may well wonder as others have: As a child, did he play on some
street in a great American:city, did he work beside his father on
a farm in America's heartland? Did he marry? Did he have
children, did he look expectantly to return to a bride? We will
never know the answers to these guestions about his life. We do
know, though, why he died. He saw the horrors of war but bravely
faced them, certain his own cause and his country's cause was a
nbble one; that he was fighting for human dignity, for free men
everywhere. Today, we pause, to embrace him and all who served
‘us so well in a war whose end offered no parades, no flags, and
so little thanks. We can be worthy of the values and ideals for
whichAour sons sacrificed, worthy of their courage in the face of
a fgar that few of us will ever experience by honoring their
commitment and devotion to duty and country. Many veterans of
Viétnam still serve in the Armed Forces, work in our offices, on

our farms, in our factories. Most have kept their experiences

private, but most have been strengthened by their call to duty.



Page 5

A grateful Nation opens her heart today in gratitude for their
sacrifice, for their courage'ahd their noble service. Let us, if
we must, debate the lessons learned at some other time; today we

simply say with pride: Thank you, dear son; and may God cradle

you in His loving arms.
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
May 24, 1984
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR BOB KIMMITT SIGNED
FROM: DICK CHILDRESS Q__
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks - Vietnam Unknown

Soldier Entombment

I have been working this with Tony Dolan and believe we have a
good product with the final edits shown. I discussed the
major deletion I'm making with Tony yesterday. He indicated
he would be flexible, but we must hold the line on this one.

RECOMMENDATION
That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to Ben Elliott. (I
will bootleg copy direct to Tony Dolan.)
Approve £ Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Kimmitt/Elliott
Tab A Edited Remarks

cc: Gaston Sigur
Karna Small



C ‘, | 4155

- WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDU

DATE: 5/22/84 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: @Row, 5/23
w"

SUBJECT: H.R. 5515 - MEDAL OF HONOR FOR THE VIETNAM UNKNOWN SOLDIER

ACTION FYI ACTION FY!
VICE PRESIDENT O O  MFARLANE T >g/g
MEESE O / MCMANUS © o 0
BAKER O m/ MURPHY O O
DEAVER O @” OGLESBY " O
STOCKMAN O O  ROGERS o d
DARMAN oP IV( SPEAKES o 0O
FELDSTEIN O O §VAHN g/ 0]
FIELDING % O VERSTANDIG O
FULLER _ " O . WHITTLESEY O O
HERRINGTON o o O O
HICKEY ' / a o O

REMARKS:

please provide any comment/recommendation by noon tomorrow, Wednésday,

May 23rd.

Movs N2 1004
Ty =Ty L JO%

RESPONSE: The NSC fully supports HR 5515.

bt M- I[M

Robert M. Kimmitt Richard G. Darman
i _ Assistant to the President
~ Ext. 2702
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
May 23, 1984
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR BOB KIMMITT ‘h‘b
FROM: DICK CHILDRESS<2§Lw,
SUBJECT: HR 5515 - Medal of Honor for the Vietnam

Unknown Soldier

I have reviewed and fully support HR 5515, Request you sign
the response block to Darman at Tab I.

Approve | Disapprove

Gaston Sigur and Paul Thompson (telephonically) concur.

Attachments

Tab T Kimmitt/Darman with attachment

cc: Gaston Sigur
Paul Thompson



Recaiva.de
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT R

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 1588 MAY 22 ¥ 3 4,
- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

MAY 22 1984
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5515 - Medal of Honor for the Vietnam
Unknown Soldier
‘Sponsors - Representatives Price (D) I1linois .and
Dickinson (R) Alabama

Last Day for Action

As soon as possible and before May 25, 1984,

Purpose
Authorizes the President to award the Medal of Honor to the

unknown American who lost his life in Southeast Asia during the
Vietnam era.

Agency Recommendations

0ffice of Management and Budget Approval
Department of Defense Approval

Discussion

H.R. 5515 authorizes the President, on behalf of the Congress, to
award the Medal of Honor to the unknown American who lost his
life while serving in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam era and
who will be buried in the Memorial Amphitheater at Arlington
Cemetery on Memorial Day, May 28, as authorized by the National
Cemeteries Act of 1973. His remains will lie in state in the
Capitol Rotunda beginning May -25.

This proposal is similar to the acts passed after World War I,
World War II and the Korean Conflict, which authorized the

bestowal of the Medal of Honor upon the Unknown Servicemen from
those conflicts.



As Defense notes in its enrolled bill views letter, "The
enactment of this measure is recommended because award of the
Medal of Honor will recognize the gallantry and sacrifice of
those members of the Armed Forces of the United States who served
during the Vietnam era, particularly those who made the supreme
sacrifice in the defense of freedom."

The enrolled bill passed the House and Senate by voice vote.

-
Agsistant Director €2r
egislative Referen€e

Enclosures



MEMORANDUM

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND ;

PREVIOQUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE AND TIME:

LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

OUTLINE OF EVENTS:

REMARKS REQUIRED:
MEDIA COVERAGE:
RECOMMENDED BY:
OPPOSED BY:
PROJECT OFFICER:
Attachments

Tab A
Tab B J.

1 -~

- J

@ (qu&dﬂUﬂB _ X

| 4072
' THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 22, 1984

FREDERICK J. RYAN, Director
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling

Honor Vietnam veterans during the Memorial Day
week at the first national Memorial honoring
Vietnam veterans.

Memorial was built entirely out of private funds
and was dedicated in 1982, Recognizing the
Memorial during the week of interment of a
Vietnam Unknown would be viewed as a healing act.
In addition, it should finally silence the last
remnants of controversy that surrounded the
design.

Low-key visit in 1983, no wreath laying.

o Y e

Ay in

e Rotunda or just after the interment
ceremonies at Arlington on the 28th. DURATION:

15 minutes.

Vietnam Veterans Memorial off Constitution
Avenue, N. W,

President and immediate party. Should more
visibility be needed, perhaps representatives of
JCS and/or Cabinet could accompany.

Either brief visit and view or wreath laying.
Brief acknowledgment and handshake with the

POW/MIA 24-hour vigil group would also be recommended.

None,

Press corps.
NSC.

None known.

Richard T. Childress/Robert M, Kimmitt

Congressman Bonior Letter to James Baker, dated 4/25/84
Scruggs Letter to The President, dated 4/27/84
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MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
May 21, 1984

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB KIMMITT
SIGNED
FROM : DICK CHILDRESS S

SUBJECT: Presidential Stop at Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Per your request, attached is a Schedule Proposal and the
letter requests at Tabs A and B.

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward the Schedule Proposal at Tab I to Ryan.

Approve ¥/ Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Kimmitt/Ryan Schedule Proposal
Tab A Congressman Bonior Letter to James Baker,
dated 4/25/84
Tab B J. Scruggs Letter to The President,

dated 4/27/84

cc: W. Martin
G. Sigur



e

DAVID E. BONIOR . HOME OFFICES:

- 124 DisTRIiCT, MICHIGAN : 82 MACOME PuLack
MT. CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 48043

v TEL: (313) 465-3232
WASHINGTON OFFICE:

"ﬁ“’..:i""(é:..“)i’él“i::"”‘ Congress of the Tnited States o o
‘ BHouse of Representaties
Washington, B.E. 20515

April 25, 1984

The Honorable Jamés'Baker
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Baker:

On May 28, 1984 the inclusion of an Unknown Soldier will
occur at Arlington National Cemetery. This is certainly long
overdue, and we all look forward to the day when this meaning-
ful event will take place.

As you know, in November 1982, a group of Vietnam veterans
dedicated ‘the natlonal Memorial on the Mall in Washington, D.C.
. The Memorial was built with contributions from the Amerlcan'*'
' ? ,,peop1e to honor all ‘who served in Vletnama-Vbi‘ - 5:<j

Pre51dent Reagan did not attend the ceremonles to dedlcé%e
the national Vietnam Veterans Memorial. -{t is my hope,” however,
that-on this special occasion when an unkﬂown soldier is placed
in Arlington that the President will not “forget to.pay his re-"-
spects. at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The Memorial which has
done so very much to honor the veterans and to heal the nation's
wounds after a bitterly divisive era should not be neglected by
the President on this upcoming Memorial Day.

In closing, let me express my bersonai’gratltude”to the
Administration for honoring Vietnam veterans at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. : :

Slndéfely,
@»Jf Bl

David E. Bonior
Member of Congress

L g
- R -

DEB/scm



VIETNAM
VETERANS
MEMORIAL"
FUND

DIRECTORS
john P. Wheeler ill, Esq.®
Chairman

Robert H. Frank, CPA
Treasurer

Ronald F. Gibbs®

Ceorge W. Mayo, Jr., Esq.*
John C. Morrison, Esq.®
Richard E. Radez*®

John O. Woods Jr., P.E*

STAFF

jan Craig Scruggs*®

President

Col. Robert A. Carter, USAF, Ret.®
Executive Vice President/Secretary
Kathie M. Kielich

Administrative Manager/

Diractor of Public Relations

NATIONAL SPONSORING
COMMITTEE

Arnolkd “Red” Auerbach
Pearl Baily

Marion 'S. Barry, Jr.

District of Columbia

Rocky Bleier>

Ruben Bonilla .

1eague of United Latin
-American Citizens (LULAQ)
The Hon. Elisworth Bunker

e Cano -

American C.1. Forum of the US.-
Rosalynn Carter

The Hon. Max Cleland®

The Hon. Bakasar Comdi

‘Howard Cosell

Gen. Michael S. Davison, USA, Ret.*
Former Commander-<in-Chief,

U.S. Army, Evrope

The Hon, Gerald R. Ford -
and Mrs, Ford

Philip Geyelin

Barry Goldwater

United States Senator

fom Arizons .

Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.5.C.
LhmyomeDame

Bob Hope ©
Gen.Dav-dC.}ons USAF (Ret.)*

Vemoni_kndan Je.
National Urban League

Michae! J. Xogutel
Amevican Legion

The Hon. George McGovemn
The Hon. Robert P, Nimmo
Nancy Reagan

Card T. Rowan

Willie Stargell

Roger Staubach®

fmmy Stewart

‘The Hon. Pau! Thayer
Deputy Secretary of Defense
The Hon. Cyrus R, Vance
Cen. John W, Vessey, jr.*
Chairman, jaint Ch:efs of Staff
The Hon. Harry N. Walters ~
Administrator of Veteran Affairs
Veterans Administration

John W. Warner

United States Senator

from Virginia

Gen. William C. Westmoreiand, Ret.”

Former Chief of Staff, U.S. Army
The Hon. joseph C. Zengerle®

*Served in Vietnam

Affiliations noted for
purposes of identification only.

of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetary.

~Memorial was dedicated on the Mall in Washington, D.C.

April 27, 1984

o CORPORATE ADVISORY
BOARD

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

Washington, DC 20500
Attn: Fred Ryan

August A, Busch, 1if

Chairman and President
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.
Wayne M. Hoffman

Chairman and Chisf Executive Ofiicer
Tiger Intesnational

John Hancock Muiua)

Life Insurance Company
L ). Richard Munra

President .

Time, Inc.

Dear President Reagan:

-

Edmund T. Pra, Je.

Chairman of the Board

Flizer, Inc,

Uoyd N. Unsell

Executive Vice President

independent Petroleum

Association of America

T. A. Wiison

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
Boeing Company

This Memorial Day will be a very special time for all
who served in Vietnam and for the country as a whole. At
long last, a Vietnam casualty will be interred 'at the Tomb

As you know, in 1982 the National Vietnam Veterans

We
would like to invite you to lay a wreath or to pay a visit.
to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial -during the-period at which
the Unknown Soldier is in the Capitol Rotanda. A visit by.
you to this most significant natiomal Memprial that has
done. so much to-heal the nations wounds #fter that divisive -
era would be a great honor to all those who served their
nation in Vietnam. We would be especially pleased if you )
would lay a wreath on Memorial Day. > )

Our organization, which erected the Memorial with no
government funding, would be honored if you would accept
our offer. During these significant days upcoming in May,
it would be unfortunate if the national Memorial that first
honored America 8 Vietnam veterans was not recognized.

We srand'ready to cooperate im any way.

JCS/caj

Vistnam Vatorane AMomnrial Eind Ine~



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON



(Myer/BE)
May 16, 1984
12:00 noon

REMARKS: UNKNOWN SERVICEMAN CEREMONY AT THE CAPITOL
FRIDAY, MAY 25, 1984

An American hero has returned home. God bless him.

We may not know of this man's life, but we know of his
character. We may not know his name, but we know his courage.

He is the heart, the soul and the spirit of America.

Today, a grateful Nation mourns the death of an Unknown
Serviceman of the Vietnam Era. This young American understood
that freedom is never more than one generation away from
extinction. He may not have wanted to be a hero, but there was a
need -- in the Plain of Reeds, off Yankee Station, at Khe Sanh,
over the Red River Valley.

He accepted his mission and did his duty. And his honest
patriotism overwhelms us. We understand the meaning of his
sacrifice,

This American hero may not need us. But, surely, we need
him. In Longfellow's words,

So when a great man dies,
For years beyond our ken,

The light he leaves behind him lies
Upon the paths of men.

We must not be blind to the light he left behind. Our path
must be worthy of his trust. We must not betray his love of
country. It is up to us to protect the proud heritage now in our
hands, and to live in peace as bravely as he died in war.

On this day, as we honor our Unknown Serviceman, we pray to
Almighty God for His mercy. And we pray for the wisdom that this

hero be America's last Unknown.

1}«&r/m~uaj’ntii~ulllé 11;w£M27 Compardes abloo — b vl Ll
¢4yncaf mo Lewer, |
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THE WHITE HOUSE

e

4 WASHINGTON T
MEMORANDUM © ' - H - - , 5/15/84

‘TO: ‘ WILLIAM HENKEL/ED HICKEY

FROM:  FREDERICK J. RYAN, Jr.4% | o -

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY

MEETING: Partiéipate in ce'renﬂoniesjf—or Entombment of Vietnam
Unknown Soldier ..

DATE: May 28, 1984

TIME: .. 1:30 pm

DURATION: = To be determined .- -~

-

REMARKS REQUIRED: .Yes -

- ""ME‘;DIA COvERAGg: Coordinate »wi'f:h 'P;je:s.:s-ohf_f'ice

FIRST LADY =00 0% 0 oo . L L
PARTICIPATION: . - ‘==+¥Yeg*s =~ - . - S
- NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST X E) L Ee—cc.
cc: R. Darmen -J. Rosebush .: - - . R. McFarlane :
R. Deprospero . R. Scouten - *° R. Kimmitt
B. Elliott . B, Shsaddix '
D. Fischer W. Sittmann
C. Fuller L. Speakes
W. Henkel WHCA Audio/Visual
E. Hickey WHCA Operations
G. Hodges A. Wrobleski
C. McCegin Nell Yates
B. Oglesby
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 7‘?@6
| L,
"y )
April 30, 1984 S,
P CEG\ 4%?
4/
/r'\
SR

.,

MEMORANDUM FOR FREDERICK J. RYAN

4;3~{@5 7L3ﬁr”\éf~
FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT

SUBJECT:

Ceremonies for Unknown Serviceman of
Vietnam Era

The Vice President's Office_has_informed us that- the Vice
PresidentTis scheduled to_be .out: of -town on.May 25 v when the
Rotunaa“teremony of the subject event takes place. By appro-

priateness and precedence, the'Pres;Bent or“ther1ce<Pre51denf'
vneedS?tGTbéfaf”fﬁE“tapItéliCeremogy ““j :

——

R LR 'm



w = M LIvIGIN G OF | FHE A!'(MY L“’ \(}j\
AT HEACCUARTIRS US ARMY MILITARY DISTRICT CF WASKINGTON . '
u'?“",;: : FORT LEELEY J. MENALR ?.r) “}\
g _\::_‘__‘ ,'#.:;'\w . . WASHINGTON, BC 21318 \F’

~ - .
- “7 :
S—"" T '
X e aTTINTION CF . o

WDUORLANDIY TERU EDWARD V. KICKEY, SR.

TCR WILLIAM F. STTTMANY

-

-STZ3zZ(CT: Ceremcnies for the Un¥nown Servicezan of Viernzo

1. The President should zr-ive zt the U.S. Czpitel Rotuncda £r 2:35 i@t on
25 M=y 1884, : '

2. TUpon a::;va' zt the ZIazs:t Ccpltol Plzzz, he will be a2gcisted to his posi-

- £
tion im the Rotundz by his escort officer. Wnen zl) participants are in M’A 'i-’i"
ion, the casket will be brought into the Rorundz. At this time, the ' IJ
gent will deliver the EL14gs. AT the conans;on of the eulogy, z soldier !
vill position himself nezr the foot cf the cazsker with the Presidemtizl = . .
-Wrezth. Tke Precsident should move to him zné plece ‘The wrezth 21 the taexe: IR
. essistef by the wreath bezrer, ;nc're*uru to his.posizion. The ben en.g;?n_ :
©.will be given 2t this time. This cerezony will l;s; cznrc\;:ate;v» - ITE"
"zné conclufes the ceremonies for the.dzy- :

1’!‘."»f

3. The Presiceatc should arrive =2t Arlingron Ne 1on=1 Ceme;er" m§”2§_§g341,ﬁgg
Z?E?ltoﬁjp:z;§ Be wiil be escorted to rhe dismount point 2t the'nofih“Eﬁtrhnte

oI theAnpnithezter. Upen his arrivel a2t the morth exntrance, he will e tzken

to the Memorizl Displsy Room; when 21l is Teady, the President will be escerted
to his sezt in the Apse. The funerzl service will last spproxin ately 25

minutes. The DU.S. Aroy Bzné +ill sound honors to the Dnknown, -2nd the casket

will be czrried into the Apse——the President should stznd during honors and

_pizce his right hznd over his hezrz. VWnen the casket is in place, the T.S.
‘Mzripe Bazndé will begin the funerzl service with-the plaving of the Narional
#ntheo--the Presideat should stand znd place his right hand over his he:zTt.

At ‘the tompletion of the Kztiomal Anthem, there will be 1 minure:of silence..

AT the conclusion of the 1 minute of 51leﬁce, the Cztholic cn;pl;*n v1ll give

the invocation. The Trumpet Call will then be sounded, znd the’ zudience Vlll'];fﬁﬁ
join in singing "y Country Tis of Thee." At the conclusion of the scninj

the President will meke 2 brief address, present the ¥ ledz) of BonoTeean
return to his sezt. The chorus will sing "On Bended Knee." The Jewish

haplain will then rezd Pszlm 91 followed by the U.S. Armv Chorus singing
""“The Lzst Words of Davié." The Protestant chzplain will then Tezd the New
.Testzment lesson {rcm John 14:1-7, 15-17 and 27. TFollowinz the reazding, the
chorus will.sing "The 2314 Ps2lm." At the conclusion of the song, the
Orthodox chzplain will promounce the beneolct;oﬁ-—all sta nd‘ng. Ine

l/;f*i
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be escorzes imte
zzz, the Presicdenr.wi
his positicn on the ?
l pravers.

com. Wnen a2il is
escorted by Generzl
s u;ll then deliver
At the conclusion of -he pravers, the President
‘Presidential Wrezth znd return to his pos‘t*on facing the
sluring Batrery will fire a 21-gun szlute--the Presi c¢egnt should .
Tizht hand over his hearr. At the completicn of the gun salute,
zin will give the-benedicticn. AT the conclusion of the benedic-
the President should agzin szlute 2s the firing party fires 3 volleys
wved by the playing of Tzps. VWhen Tzps 1s complete, the interment flag
+ill be folded ané presented to Genmerzl Ballantyne. General Bzllantyne will
then give the flazg to the President. Tne President will then present the

flag to the Suberlntenden;, Arlingron Nztionzl Cemetéry, ‘for szfekeeping.
The cerepeny is thus concluded,
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znd tne Precsicent will be ushered oii the
Plzzz to his vehicle for departure.
B (o — '
1 Eacl 24 MILLEZR | o
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The cesignation ceTredony for the Unknown American Serviceman killed in Vietnano
vill tzke place in Haveii on 17 Mav 1984 zt 1100. Following the fesigrnaztion
ceTemony, the Unknown will depart Rawaiil

with ceremony at approxisoately 1200
znd dbe trancsported by ship to Alzmedz
oo lzater than moon, 24 May 1984. The anticipated travel time from Bawaii to
Sazn Frzncisce ds zpproximately 7 dazys. The Unknown will arrive at Alazeda
Naval Alr Station with ceremony and will be tramsported to the base chapel,
Trzvis Air Torce Bzse, for Tepose. The Unknown will be received with cere-
meny znd will lie in repose until 0500, 25 May 1284. Pudblic viewing during
the pericd of repese will be continuous until 2 hours prior to the departure
freo the tese chzpel, if public dnterest récuires. 4 guardé of homor will
zttend the Unknown vhile in Tepose. .

Cn 25 M=y 168%4, the decezsed will depart the bazse chzpel with ceremony =t
0530 endé will be traznsported to the Travis zir ter=inzl for departure. The
Unknown will depart Travis Air Torce Base ‘with ceremony 2t 05600 and-will be
<= rspor:ec to aAndérews Air Force Base. Ihe Tniknoyn._of Viernan will zrrive
drews #ir Torce Base with cerexcny I¢¢d=x;_25 May 1oE4, =t cbaryxl—

0
azTely ~DD zndé will be esccr:ec ‘to.the L S- Ccu* ol ;cr'lyzﬂe in stc;-,

nor
r
A-

3
1

"'lrlHl l'

he decezsed will be Teceived with ceremony =t t U S:. Czpito -
setely 1445 znd will lie in stzte in the Cepitol Rotundz for p;rox¢nstelj
+s, until 1200 Memorizl Day. A guard of honor will attend the Uhknown
until depa** re from the U.S. Capitel. Pudlic viewing during the peried of
lving 4in stzte id the Capirol Rotundz will be coatinvous ustil 2 hours prior

w !
n. H
el

-
=

to the deperture from the Capirol, if public interest reguires. Tne Uznknown

+ill be moveé from the U.S. Capitol at 1200, Mondzy, 28 May 1984, with cere-
mony, ‘placed on the czissen on the East Plazz of the Capitol cﬂd proceed to

Delawzre znd Constitution Avenue to join the mein funeral procession to
‘Arl‘ngLOﬁ.hatlonal Cemetery. A flyover will be concuc~ed as the czisson is

entered on HE_Drlal Bridge. : )

The “funersl service will be held in the A,pnztheate , Arli ng;on>h tional

Cezetery (4XC), =t zpproximately 1400 followed by interment -2t the JTomb of .
‘the Unknown Soldier. The casket will be closed throughout 21l ceremonies.
Honors will consist of &4 ruffles zné flourishes and 2 2l-gun salute. The

period of pourning will be from reveille, on the day of zarrival in Washington,

D.C. to retreat, the day of inrermént in Arlingron Nationzl Cemetery.

tnel 1

-
e ©

Raval Air Statiom, Czliforniz, arriving -



K

. THE WHITE HOL Sk

0. WASHINGTON. ., .

May 7, 1984

Y P S L. e ot el st e e

- Dear Mrs. Hart:

I: very much appreciate hearing the League's views
on.the interment of an Unknown Serviceman from the
‘Vietnan Era. Throughout our- deliberations’, we have

‘maintained. that our first obligation was to the
families themselves. We resisted Congressional and
veterans group .pressure to rush the process, thus

. ensuring integrity for the families.

Our  commitment "to ‘the issue of American servicemen
prisoner or missing in Vietnam will not be diminished,
but will be strengthened by the interment mandated
by Congressional law. We fully intend the ceremony
to.be one that not only honors our brave men who .
_ served in Southeast Asia, but addresses the hauntlng
unknown question -- the:fate of our men still
missing.

I hope the League will find it is in their interest,
as I believe-it is, to join us in an act of national
,:unity that will spark greater public . awareness that
" the Vietnam War is not behind us¢ without the
-fullest possible accounting for our men.

'Slncerelv,

6::2<r+b&é\, <“E:L’w”““*”

‘Mrs. -Anne Hart. - .- . PRI

Vice Chairman

. National Ledgue of. FamllLeSz.
of Amerlccn Prisoners and’
SMissing in. Southeast ASla?.y

“1608 ¥ ‘Strest, N. W. ‘jjff”j;fff?”%TﬁfffT‘”if”1?“‘f"“

Washlncton, D. ci' 20006.
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e , 4 The President has seen___

- B2 wemoR: 3558
JORANDYM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

L .. ...,  May 4, 1984 . , e
. 4..“" ACTION . .'. ) _,. - :a,” ) - T _'V. ‘.','eT' A.., . v‘u:--\'_»_ S S :,‘ ~ 3 5t - _=,
' : . SIGNED
'MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT . o 7 T .
. ."_,.‘. Py FROM : e :R@BERT c MCFARLANM':v FRTEE oo S ‘
SUBJECT:;"E n'Letter to the National League of Famllles on the

-Interment .of a Vietnam Unknown- .
Issue

‘To s1gn a letter to the National League of Families in response to .
their letter at.Tab B.

‘Facts

We successfully re51sted Congre551onal and Veterans group pressure to
inter an unknown prematurely for the past two.years in order to
assure.ourselves that the  remains.to be.interred are truly unidenti-
fiable. We brought Ann GrlfflthS, the Executive Director of the ,

',League in Washingtdn, -into the:technical process and she is satisfied -
in this regard.- The Secretary of the Army spoke to the Chairman of
the Board of the League prior to the public announcement. He approved

. and believed that the Board would also. approve. Subsequently, the

- Board itself -led by Anne Hart voted by a majorlty to” oppose’ interment
and sent the letter at Tab. B ~

‘Discussion.:-

This reaction. is emotional and due to many years of apathy towards
the POW/MIA issue by prior Administrations. The fear expressed is
' that interment will close:- the book on Vietnam and in the public’ eye
"the POW/MIA issue. One of my staff members spoke to the Western
Regional Meeting of the League last week. He explained the procedures
and the CongressiOnal'law and -assured them that, rather than closing
- ~the-book on -this issue, -it w1ll be used to. hlghllght the true unknown
C questlon of the- Vletnam War --'the fate of almost 2,500 missing
Americéns. ' After.the. presentatron, the families voted almost .2 to 1.
.in favor of proceeding. '-Your remarks at the scheduled ceremony will
be tailored appropriately. Your suggested response to the League
2~.Vice -Chairman will-reinforce. the message :given to-the .genetal: membershlp
“by the League Exécutive Dlrector and appeal for unity.

"Recommendatlon~~-
“}, ~\| T ; QIE' *‘_L_I_g"z 'ﬂ's.t.:. i . T L Fip et o ;.'f" gt 1,..’..:.,'.“'!:‘, en ,':3;_";2:;»_:?? e < S A
.'{ 30((321_.f4 ) ‘”.That you, s1gn the letter at Tab A to Mrs.‘Hart Vlce,'

Chalrman of the Board

éc Vice President



‘Atta¢hments

. . . . . = .
e e AT e

‘Tab A Presidential Letter féf'Sign’fufé'“vﬂ
"Tab B . National.Leaque:-of Families Letter, dated 4/18/84

N - .‘fivﬁii'mn‘”' L S a 'V'Prepared'by::'
' ' ) ' ' Richard Childress



NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
' 1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006  (202) 223-6846

April 18, 1984

The Pre51dent _ . oL
' The White Houge '~ s oA Tl e
- Washlngton DC' 20500 4

Mr. President:.

-Although the National League of Families has not previously taken a formal
position concerning the Tomb of the Unknowns at Arllngton National Cemetery,
we have long opposed® 1nterment of a Vietnam era unknown,untll every poss1ble
effort. has been made -to ‘resolve the POW/MIA issue.

Your’ personal and public commitment to our men‘has given us hope that this
"nation will. make'every effort to .secdure the release-of those who-may still
be held captive, achieve the fullest.pos51ble accounting for those Stlll
mlss1ng and return of their remains as soon as possible.’

Last year, durlng the Memorlal Day ceremony held at Arllngton National Cemetery,
" two - plaques were dedicatéd. The center pladue reads, "The crypt ‘for the
unknown serviceman from the Vietnam War lies empty as the nation continues to
identify those American dead who have been recovered from Southeast Asia.”

Those words are stlll valld.

The. efforts and dedication of your admlnlstratlon ensure that more Amerlcans,
will be recovered and identified. We believe the crypt for the unknown

" serviceman from the Vietnam War should remain empty until the fullest possgible
accounting has been achieved.: The greatest tribute to those who. served this

" country is the effort to ensure that there are no unknowns.

It is our hope that you, as Commander in Chlef of the Armed Forces and President’
of the United States, will intervene to stop this ceremeny until our uncertainty
has been resolved and this nation can honor all Vletnam veterans, knowing we’
have done our very best. : :

Respectfully,

ammw

“Anne-M:-Hart - e
Actlng Chalrman of the Board

...]Ia_ i

- C Boa.rd of. Dlrectors T AR TR :,;,1;..-_‘_!‘_ ::" e vz-v.:;".;...'ti.:'j:v- T PN S PR

Executlve Dlrector



- 3558
MEMORANDUM

' NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
" | . May 3, 1984 ;

ACTION . A 4 .
. SIGNED
: MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C MCFARLANE o
) :FROM. R 'RICHARD CHILDRES /4 | o
;¢$ﬁBJEqT}“.ii';fResponse to Natlonal League of Famllleef

Letter - Tomb of the’ Unknown Soldler

Despite our work to ensure ‘the interment process was. done

" correctly, Ann Griffiths' lobbying of the League'Board and ‘
' Secretary Marsh's call to the Board Chairman, Earl Hopper (who
agreed 1t was .fine), the Board voted by a majorlty to register
opposition. ) .

" The letter- to the’ President from. Anne Hart, V1ce Chalrman of
the Board, is- at Tab B. .

‘-rAt-the~WesternuRegionaI:Meeting-which I. addressed; the families .
voted by a 2-1 margin in favor of proceeding with the interment
if the event was also used to flag the real unknown question,
._the fate-of thelr men. .They were assured that this would be

Wefneea‘thé'ﬁresident’s'reSponse'to"them as quickly as possible’
. to. influence them further towards supporting-this.... -

“ RECOMMENDATION .

‘That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to.the President.

Approve * = R Disapprove

RO . . . 3 e s
L ot el : L e o . e N a . R H o vt e o e
o e L T E P LA A REE . . B v,

Attachments

“Tab I 3 Memorandum McFarlane/Pre31dent
Tab A Presidential Letter for Slgnature
~Tab' B - ~Natiomal. League,of‘Fam;lles‘Letter,;ﬂ~
dated 4/18/84
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MEMORANDUM CESE\

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

May 7, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEIL HOROWITZ

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITTW

SUBJECT: Presidential Proclamation - Vietnam Unknown

Request expeditious action to issue the Presidential Proclamation
at Tab A to support the scheduled interment ceremonies for the
Vietnam Unknown. DOD requires this around 10 May 1984 to be

in sufficient time to precede the first ceremony.

Attachment

Tab A Presidential Proclamation



By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamatién

On this Memorial Day, May 28, 1984, in the National
Cemetery at Arlington, the remains of an Unknown American
who gave his life in service overseas during the Vietnam
era will be interred at the Tomb of the Unknowns to join
the Unknown National heroes of previous wars.

This Unknown American represents almost two thousand
five hundred Americans still missing from the Vietnam era
whose fate hage yet to be resolved. He also represents
the commitment and sacrifices of those fine Americans who,
placing duty to their country above all else, served,
fought and died in Southeast Asia.

The casket will arrive in the City of Washington on
May 25, 1984, to lie in state in the rotunda of the United
States Capitol until final interment:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, do hereby direct that the flag
of the United States be flown at half-staff on all
buildings, grounds, and naval vessels of the Federal
Government in the District of Columbia and throughout the
United States and its territories and possessions, and at
all United States embassies, legations, consular offices,
and other facilities abroad, including all military
facilities and naval vessels and stations, when
customarily flown, on May 25, May 26, May 27, and May 28,
1984,

As a sign of our national gratitude and concern, I
also urge my fellow citizens to display our country's flag
at half-staff at their homes and other appropriate places
during this period.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and

caused the Seal of the United States of America to be
affixed.



DONE at the City of Washington this day of May
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty four,
and of the Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and eighth.

RONALD REAGAN



3620

MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
May 7, 1984
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE . SeNeD
FROM: RICHARD CHILDRESS&
SUBJECT: Presidential Proclamation re: Vietnam Unknown

Cap Weinberger has- proposed a Presidential Proclamation in a
letter to the President (Tab II). In addition, he asks that
it be published around 10 May 1984. The wording is fine (Tab
A) and it is sensitive to the concerns of the POW/MIA families.

Gaston Sigur concurs.

RECOMMENDATION

That you authorize Bob Kimmitt to sign the memorandum at Tab I
transmitting the draft to Horowitz.

Approve ﬂ"(" .

Disapprove

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum Kimmitt/Horowitz

Tab A Presidential Proclamation
Tab II Weinberger Memorandum dated 5/3/84

cc: Gaston Sigur



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 3620

WASHINGTON. THE DISTRICT OF CGL-14BIA

L]
[ 1 b3
ro

0

3
a

0 3 MAY 1384

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Proclamation on the Vietnam
Unknown

On April 13, 1984, we announced the decision to inter
an Unknown Serviceman from the Vietnam Era at Arlington
National Cemetery on Memorial Day, May 28, 1984. Before
interring previous Unknowns the President declared a
period of mourning while the Unknown lay in state in the
Capitol Rotunda. For the Vietnam Unknown this will be the
period May 25 to May 28, 1984.

Enclosed at Tab A is a proposed proclamation which is
similar to the one used for the World War II and Korean
Unknowns (Tab B). The proclamation states our intention to
inter the Vietnam Unknown on Memorial Day and directs that
the flag of the United States be flown at half-staff at
all Federal facilities in the United States and abroad and
on all Naval vessels for the period May 25 through May 28,
1984. Private citizens are also urged to display the flag
at half-staff during this period.

The ceremonies for the Vietnam Unknown begin with the
designation ceremony on May 17, 1984. If you agree,
please issue this Proclamation around May 10, 1984, so it
will sufficiently precede the first ceremony and allow
time for implementation.

Enclosures



By the President of the United States of America, a Proclamation—
“WHEREAS on this Memorial Day, in the National Cemetery at Arling-
ton, the remains of two unknown Americans who gave their lives in service
overseas during the Second World War and during the Korean conflict,
will be interred; and

“WHEREAS these two Unknown Americans represent almost eighty
thousand Americans killed in the Second World War and more than eight
thousand Americans killed in the Korean conflict whose bodies lie un-
identified in resiing places abroad; and

“WHEREAS their two caskets will arrive in the City of Washington on
May 28, 1958, to lie in state in the rotunda of the United States Capitol
until final interment:

“NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President
of the United States of America, do hereby direct that the flag of the
United States be flown at half-staff on all buildings, grounds, and naval
vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and through-
out the United States and its Territories and possessions, and at all United
States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad,
including all military facilities and naval vessels and stations, when
customarily lown, on May 28, May 29, and May 30, 1958.

“As a sign of our national gratitude and concern, I also urge my fellow
citizens to display our country’s flag at half-staff at their homes and other
appropriate places during this period.

“IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused
the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed.

“DONE at the City of Washington this seventeenth day of May in the

year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty cight, and of
[seaL] the Independence of the United States of America the one
hundred and eighty-second.

DwicHT D. EISENHOWER

By the President:
Joun FosTer DuLLEs,
Secretary of State.”



2898 Add-on
MEMORANDUM T§\\\

: 2
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL : ?’Q

April 30, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR FREDERICK J. RYAN

Fad 1y
FROM ¢ RORERT MC KIMMITT
SUBJECT: Ceremonies for Unknown Serviceman of

Vietnam Era '

The Vice President's Office has informed us that the Vice
President is scheduled to be out of town on May 25 when the
Rotunda Ceremony of the subject event takes place. By appro-
priateness and precedence, the President or the Vice President
needs to be at the Capitol Ceremony.



2898 Add-on
MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
April 30, 1984

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB KIMMITT

FROM: DICK CHILDRESSQ_

SUBJECT: Ceremonies for Unknown Serviceman of
Vietnam Era

Recommend you send the memorandum at Tab I to Ryan.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Memorandum Kimmitt/Ryan
Tab II 0/VP Memorandum dated 4/17/84 with buckslips and

previous staff submission - 2898
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PREZSIDENT

WASHINGTON

April 27, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE

FROM: JENNIFER A. FITZGERALD

SUBJECT:. . ATTACHED REQUEST

Bud, regarding the attached memo, the Vice President is scheduled to be

out of the city and will be unable to participate in the Ceremonies for
the Unknown Serviceman of Vietnam Era which is scheduled for May 28.

Thanks.

cc: Fred Ryan

e o
™~ N +



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: 6/’/ 4 ‘17
’ MEMO TO FRED RYAN
10: Lnmier Frteperld

FROM: BILL SITTMANN

April 10, 1984

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.

Dire - ' Please schedule POTUS for
presgg;ﬁa]A ointments and )C«‘» \ p the May 28th event and have
Scheduli PP _ * the VP do May 25th, XKimmitt

= iy O & has the Action.

o 1o 3; £ .

O Information =P EALLE Thanks .
O Action }’Ebf” }C ‘P’Jr’f %“3
O Let’s Discuss

yo i s 176421‘
e |
YD T

S

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

THE WHITE HOUSC
WASHINGTON

e Bill Henkel
,%@wO: . TO: BOB KIMMITT

FROM: BILL SITTMANN
Special Assistant to the President FROM: WILLIAM HENKEL

and Special Assistant to the . Deputy Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff Director of Presidential Advance

SUBJECT: Attached O Information

I've spoken to Ed Hickey and we ’1 - Aetien
don't have to do both of these.
Para. 3 is the one we will do.

[] Information PER YOUR REQUEST.

O Action -




MEMORANDUM 2898

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 9, 1984 QF\ 6&/

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL K. DEAVER

FROM: ROBERT C. MCFARLAW

SUBJECT ¢ Ceremonies for the Unknown Serviceman of
Vietnam Era, May 28, 1984

We have received the Military District of Washington (MDW)
memorandum sent directly to Ed Hickey, which we just obtained
(Tab A).

MDW recommends Presidential participation at two points. The
first on Friday, May 25, 1984, at the Capitol Rotunda where he
would deliver the eulogy and lay a wreath. The second on
Monday, May 28, 1984, at Arlington National Cemetery for the
funeral service, rendering of honors, brief Presidential
remarks and the presentation of the Medal of Honor.

e

ring the WWII/Korean Unknown Ceremonies, Vice President

v//%é;on handled the Rotunda event and President Eisenhower
attended the Arlington Ceremonies. With this historic precedent,
we would recommend the same participation.

Attachment

Tab A MDW Memorandum dated 3/30/84
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1. The PFesident should arrive at the U.S. Capitol Rotunda at 2:35 p.m. on :3
25 May 1984.

2. Upon arrival at the East Capitol Plaza, he will be assisted to his posi~
tion in the Rotunda by his escort officer. When all participants are in
position, the casket will be brought into the Rotunda. At this time, the
President will deliver the eulogy. At the conclusion of the eulogy, a soldier
will position himself near the foot of the casket with the Presidential

Wreath. The President should move to him and place the wreath at the casket
assisted by the wreath bearer, and return to his position. The benediction
- will be given at this time. This ceremony will last approximately 15 minutes

and concludes the ceremonies for the day.

3. The President should arrive at Arlington National Lemetery on 28 May 1984
‘at 1:30 p.m. He will be escorted to the dismount point at the north entrance
of the Amphitheater. Upon his arrival at the north entrance, he will be taken
to the Memorial Display Room; when all is ready, the President will be escorted
to his seat in the Apse. The funeral service will last approximately 25
minutes. The U.S. Army Band will sound honors to the Unknown, and the casket
will be carried into the Apse--the President should stand during honors and
place his right hand over his heart. When the casket is in'place, the U.S.
Marine Band will begin the funeral service with the playing of the National
Anthem--the President should stand and place his right hand over his heart.
At the completion of the National Anthem, there will be 1 minute of silence.
At the conclusion of the 1 minute ef silence, the Catholic chaplain will give
the invocation. The Trumpet Call will then be sounded, and the audience will
join in singing "My Country Tis of Thee." At the conclusion of the song,
the President will make a brief address, present the Medal of Honor, and
return to his seat. The chorus will sing "On Bended Knee." The Jewlsh
chaplain will then read Psalm 91 followed 'by the U.S. Army Chorus singing
"The Last Words of David." The Protestant cthaplain will then read the New
Testament lesson from John 14:1-7, 15-17 and 27. Following the reading, the
chorus will sing "The 23rd Psalm." At the conclusion of the song, the

Py Orthodox chaplain will pronounce the benediction--all standing. The
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President will then be escorted into the Memorial Display Room. When all is
ready on the Plaza, the President will follow the casket, escorted by General
Ballantyne, to his position on the Plaza. The chaplains will then deliver
their committal prayers. At the conclusion of the prayers, the President
will place the Presidential Wreath and return to his position facing the
Tomb. The Saluting Battery will fire a 2l1-gun salute--the President should
place his right hand over his heart. At the completion of the gun salute,
the chaplain will give the benediction. At the conclusion of the benedic-
tion, the President should again salute as the firing party fires 3 volleys
followed by the playing of Taps. When Taps is complete, the interment flag
will be folded and presented to General Ballantyne. General Ballantyne will
then give the flag to the President. The President will then present the
flag to the Superintendent, Arlington National Cemetery, for safekeeping.

The ceremony is thus concluded, and the President will be ushered off the _
Plaza to his vehicle for departure.

1 Encl PAUL C. MILLER

State Funeral Plan Director
Ceremonies and Special Events




THE STATE FUNERAL PLAN FOR THE INTERMENT
OF THE

UNKNOWN SERVICEMAN OF VIETNAM

The designation ceremony for the Unknown American Serviceman killed in Vietnam
will take place in Hawaii on 17 May 1984 at 1100. Following the designation
ceremony, the Unknown will depart Hawaii with ceremony at approximately 1200
and be transported by ship to Alameda Naval Air Station, California, arriving
no later than noon, 24 May 1984. The anticipated travel time from Hawaii to
San Francisco is approximately 7 days. The Unknown will arrive at Alameda
Naval Air Station with ceremony and will be transported to the base chapel,
Travis Air Force Base, for repose. The Unknown will be received with cere-
mony and will lie in repose until 0500, 25 May 1984. Public viewing during
the period of repose will be continuous until 2 hours prior to the departure
from the base chapel, if public interest requires. A guard of honor will
attend the Unknown while in repose.

On 25 May 1984, the deceased will depart the base chapel with ceremony at
0530 and will be transported to the Travis air terminal for departure. The
Unknown will depart Travis Air Force Base with ceremony at 0600 and will be
transported to Andrews Air Force Base. The Unknown of Vietnam will arrive
at Andrews Air Force Base with ceremony on Friday, 25 May 1984, at approxi-
mately 1400 and will be escorted to the U.S. Capitol for lying in state.

The deceased will be received with ceremony at the U.S. Capitol at approxi-
mately 1445 and will lie in state in the Capitol Rotunda for approximately

3 days, until 1200 Memorial Day. A guard of honor will attend the Unknown
until departure from the U.S. Capitol. Public viewing during the period of
lying in state in the Capitol Rotunda will be continuous until 2 hours prior
to the departure from the Capitol, if public interest requires. The Unknown
will be moved from the U.S. Capitol at 1200, Monday, 28 May 1984, with cere-
mony, placed on the caisson on the East Plaza of the Capitol and proceed to
Delaware and Constitution Avenue to join the main funeral procession to

Arlington National Cemetery. A flyover will be conducted as the caisson is
centered on Memorial Bridge.

The funeral service will be held in the Amphitheater, Arlington National
Cemetery (ANC), at approximately 1400 followed by interment at the Tomb of

the Unknown Soldier. The casket will be closed throughout all ceremonies.
Honors will consist of 4 ruffles and flourishes and a 2l1-gun salute. The
period of mourning will be from reveille, on the day of arrival in Washington,
D.C. to retreat, the day of interment in Arlington National Cemetery.

Encl 1




