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~ A FEBRUARY 4, 1984 
EUREKA, ILLINOIS 

PRESIDENT'S BACKUP COPY 
TIME MAGAZINE PROGRAM AT EUREKA COLLEGE 

FEBRUARY 6, 1984 

THIS HAS BEEN A DAY THAT NEIL AND I WILL LONG REMEMBER, A 
DAY OF WARMTH AND MEMORY, A DAY WHEN THE GOOD THINGS THAT HAVE 

HAPPENED IN OUR LIVES ALL SEEM VERY CLOSE AND REAL AGAIN, 
WE'VE JUST COME FROM DIXON WHERE I ATTENDED MY BIGGEST 

BIRTHDAY PARTY EVER. IT WAS THE 34TH ANNIVERSARY OF MY 39TH 

BIRTHDAY, I HAD WHAT EVERY MAN WHO HAS THAT MANY CANDLES ON HIS 

BIRTHDAY CAKE NEEDS AROUND HIM: A LARGE GROUP OF FRIENDS AND A 
WORKING SPRINKLER SYSTEM, AND NOW WE'RE HERE FOR EUREKA's 
BIRTHDAY, LEGEND HAS IT THAT AFTER BEN MAJOR LED A WAGON TRAIN 
HERE, HE SUNK AN AXE INTO THE FIRST TREE HE FELLED AND SAID, 
"HERE, WE'LL BUILD OUR SCHOOL." THAT WAS MORE THAN 129 YEARS AGO 

AND JUST TO END ANY SPECULATION GOING ON AMONG THE 
UNDERGRADUATES: NO, I WAS NOT PART OF THE ORIGINAL WAGON TRAIN, 

IT IS ALWAYS WONDERFUL TO RETURN TO EUREKA. PEOPLE ASK ME 
IF LOOKING BACK AT MY COLLEGE YEARS, I CAN REMEMBER ANY INKLING 
THAT I WOULD SOMEDAY RUN FOR PRESIDENT, ACTUALLY, THE THOUGHT 
FIRST STRUCK ME ON GRADUATION DAY WHEN THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
COLLEGE HANDED ME MY DIPLOMA AND ASKED: "ARE YOU BETTER OFF · 

TODAY THAN YOU WERE 4 YEARS AGO?" 
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BESIDES BEING WONDERFUL, COMING BACK TO EUREKA IS ALSO A 
GREAT TEMPTATION. SITTING IN A COLLEGE AUDIENCE CAN SOMETIMES BE 

; 

DANGEROUS DUTY -- SOMETHING ABOUT YOUR YOUTHFULNESS AND THE 
BRIGHT, FRESH HOPE IT SYMBOLIZES MAKES GUEST SPEAKERS LIKE MYSELF 
VERY FREE WITH THEIR REMINISCENCES AND VERY RELUCTANT TO SIT 

DOWN. YOU'VE HEARD, I'M SURE, THAT I LIKE TO TELL AN ANECDOTE OR 
TWO, LIFE NOT ONLY BEGINS AT 40, SO DOES LUMBAGO AND THE 
TENDENCY TO TELL THE SAME STORIES OVER AND OVER AGAIN, 

I PROMISE I'LL TRY TO BE BRIEF TODAY. REST EASY -- YOU ARE 
LUCKY, I HAVE TO BE IN NEVADA TONIGHT, BUT I DON'T WANT TO MISS 
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE WITH YOU SOME THOUGHTS ON THE CHANGES 
THAT HAVE HAPPENED TO AMERICA IN THE 50-0DD YEARS, AND SOME OF 
THEM WERE ODD, SINCE I LEFT THIS CAMPUS, AND TO OFFER TOO, SOME 
THOUGHTS ON HOW WE CAN SHAPE THOSE CHANGES TO SERVE THE CAUSE OF 
HUMAN FREEDOM -- TO INSPIRE, NOT BURDEN, THOSE WHO COME AFTER US. 

I CAN'T THINK OF A BETTER OCCASION FOR SUCH REFLECTIONS, IN 
ADDITION ·TO FOUNDER'S DAY HERE AT EUREKA, WE'RE ALSO MARKING THE 
FIRST IN A SERIES OF SPEECHES SPONSORED BY TIME MAGAZINE TO 
COMMEMORATE ITS 60TH ANNIVERSARY, FOR 60 YEARS, TIME HAS LIVED 
UP TO WHAT HENRY LUCE AND BRITON HADDEN ENVISIONED WHEN THEY 
FOUNDED THE MAGAZINE IN 1923: A WEEKLY DIGEST OF NEWS PUT 

TOGETHER WITH MUCH MORE CARE AND PERSPECTIVE THAN IS USUALLY 
POSSIBLE UNDER THE DEADLINE PRESSURE OF DAILY JOURNALISM, 

WELL, IF IT's IMPORTANT FOR NEWS ORGANIZATIONS LIKE TIME TO 
KEEP IN MIND THE VALUE OF PERSPECTIVE, YOU CAN IMAGINE HOW 
IMPORTANT IT IS FOR THOSE .OF US IN PUBLIC LIFE TO REMEMBER THAT 
PROXIMITY TO DAILY EVENTS CAN BE AS MUCH A HANDICAP AS AN 

ADVANTAGE IN UNDERSTANDING THEIR MEANING. 
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AND THAT'S WHAT STRUCK ME WHEN I WAS THINKING ABOUT WHAT I 
WANTED TO SAY HERE TODAY: THE EASE, THE UNKNOWING GRACE WITH 
WHICH MY GENERATION ACCEPTED TECHNOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL CHANGES 
THAT SO RADICALLY TRANSFORMED OUR WORLD. WE DIDN'T KNOW THEN 
THAT OURS WAS ONE OF THOSE INFREQUENT GENERATIONS THAT WOULD 
PRESIDE OVER A GREAT TRANSITION PERIOD, WE WENT IN A SINGLE 
LIFETIME LITERALLY FROM HORSE AND BUGGY TO SPACE TRAVEL, 

IN 1932, FOR EXAMPLE, I GRADUATED FROM EUREKA AND LANDED A 
JOB IN RADIO, THOUGH I DIDN'T REALIZE IT AT THE TIME I HAD 
BECOME PART OF THE COMMUNICATIONS REVOLUTION THAT WAS SHRINKING 
THE DIMENSIONS OF MY WORLD EVEN MORE THAN RADIO'S SUCCESSOR, 
TELEVISION, WOULD SHRINK YOUR OWN. ALREADY MY GENERATION'S 
SPORTS IDOLS, CELEBRITIES, NEWSMAKERS, AND HEROES HAD COME IN 
LARGE MEASURE FROM THE WORLD OF RADIO, IT SEEMED A PERFECT 

CAREER CHOICE, 
YET IF I HAD ONLY STOPPED TO THINK ABOUT IT, I WOULD HAVE 

REMEMBERED BOYHOOD DAYS A FEW SHORT YEARS BEFORE WHEN MY FRIENDS 
AND I FOLLOWED OUR NEIGHBORHOOD GENIUS AROUND TOWN TRYING TO PICK 
UP RADIO SIGNALS WITH HIS JERRY-RIGGED CRYSTALS, AERIAL AND 
HEADPHONES. CAN YOU IMAGINE OUR SENSE OF WONDER WHEN, ONE SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON, DOWN BY THE RIVER IN DIXON, WE HEARD THE SOUNDS OF 
RADIO FOR THE FIRST TIME -- AN ORCHESTRA PLAYING OVER K.D.K.A. 

SEVERAL HUNDRED MILES AWAY IN PITTSBURGH? 
YET IT TOOK ONLY A FEW YEARS FOR THAT SENSE OF WONDER TO 

DISSOLVE, RADIO WHICH WAS HEARD IN ONLY 60,000 HOUSEHOLDS IN 
1922, WAS HEARD IN ALMOST 18,5 MILLION HOUSEHOLDS BY 1932, MY 

GRADUATION YEAR, 
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BY THAT TIME OF COURSE, THE MARKET HAD CRASHED, THE 
DEPRESSION YEARS WERE UPON US AND OVER THOSE RADIO SETS, NOW 
SITTING IN EVERY PARLOR AND LIVING ROOM IN THE NATION, CAME THE 
RICH, REASSURING TONES OF FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT. ALL OF US WHO 
LIVED THROUGH THOSE YEARS, CAN REMEMBER THE DRABNESS THE 
DEPRESSION BROUGHT, BUT WE REMEMBER TOO HOW PEOPLE PULLED 
TOGETHER -- THAT SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND SHARED VALUES, THAT 
BELIEF IN AMERICAN ENTERPRISE AND DEMOCRACY THAT SAW US THROUGH, · 

IT WAS THAT INGRAINED AMERICAN OPTIMISM, THAT SENSE OF HOPE 
FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT SO BRILLIANTLY SUMMONED AND MOBILIZED. 

IT WAS A TIME OF ECONOMIC EMERGENCY, AND THERE SEEMED A 
CERTAIN LOGIC TO ARGUMENTS THAT THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
TAKE ON TO ITSELF NEW AND SWEEPING PREROGATIVES. IN THE GRIP OF 
THAT EMERGENCY, MANY OF US COULD NOT SEE THE ENORMOUS AND 
OFTENTIMES HARMFUL POLITICAL CHANGES THAT THIS EXPANDED ROLE FOR 

THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BRING. 
ONCE AGAIN, AS I LOOK BACK, THE RAPIDITY OF THAT POLITICAL 

CHANGE WAS AS ASTONISHING AS THE CHANGE BROUGHT BY TECHNOLOGY. 
AT THE START OF THAT ERA, GOVERNMENT COLLECTED IN TAXES A DIME 
OUT OF EVERY DOLLAR EARNED; TWO-THIRDS OF THAT WENT TO STATE AND 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITH ONLY ONE-THIRD TO WASHINGTON. TODAY, . 
GOVERNMENT AT ALL LEVELS IS COLLECTING MORE THAN 40 CENTS OF 
EVERY DOLLAR EARNED; AND THE PROPORTION IS COMPLETELY REVERSED, 

WITH TWO-THIRDS OF THAT GOING TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND ONLY 

ONE-THIRD FOR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 
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MY GENERATION WAS A BIT SURPRISED TO REALIZE THAT THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, CALLED UPON IN AN ECONOMIC EMERGENCY, WAS 
BECOMING AN OBSTACLE TO ECONOMIC PROGRESS, IN ADDITION TO 
DAMAGING .THE AUTONOMY OF LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS AND USURPING 
THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, THE PUBLIC SECTOR HAD GROWN SO LARGE IT 
WAS CONSUMING OUR NATIONAL WEALTH, DISCOURAGING ENERGY AND 
INITIATIVE AND SUFFOCATING THE SPIRIT OF ENTERPRISE AND 
RESOURCEFULNESS THAT HAD ALWAYS BEEN AT THE HEART OF AMERICA's 
ECONOMIC MIRACLE, 

IN THE DEPRESSION YEARS AND THEIR AFTERMATH, WE FORGOT THAT 
-FIRST, FOUNDING LESSON OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC: THAT WITHOUT 

PROPER RESTRAINTS, GOVERNMENT THE SERVANT, BECOMES QUICKLY 
GOVERNMENT THE MASTER, I CALL IT AN AMERICAN LESSON, BUT, 

ACTUALLY IT's MUCH OLDER: CICERO BELIEVED THAT THE BUDGET SHOULD 
BE BALANCED, THE TREASURY SHOULD BE REFILLED, THE PUBLIC DEBT 
SHOULD BE REDUCED, THE ARROGANCE OF OFFICIALDOM SHOULD BE 
TEMPERED AND CONTROLLED. AND SINCE THAT TIME, MANY NATIONS THAT 
FAILED TO HEED THE WORDS OF THAT WISE ROMAN HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO 
THEIR KNEES BY GOVERNMENTS THAT BORROWED AND TAXED THEIR CITIZENS 

INTO SERVITUDE. 
BUT SOME PEOPLES, LIKE OUR FOUNDING FATHERS, REVOLTED UNDER 

SUCH OPPRESSION, NO ONE WOULD UNDERSTAND BETTER THE DANGER OF 
UNCHECKED GOVERNMENT POWER THAN THOSE MEN: "I AM NOT A FRIEND TO 
A VERY ENERGETIC GOVERNMENT. IT IS ALWAYS OPPRESSIVE," JEFFERSON 

SAID. 
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I REMEMBER QUOTING A FEW OF THESE WARNINGS, LONG AFTER I HAD 
LEFT RADIO FOR FILMS, TELEVISION, AND AFTER DINNER.SPEECHES. BY 
THAT TIME, THIS REFORMED NEW DEALER COULD ADD ONE OBSERVATION OF 
HIS OWN: · THAT A GOVERNMENT AGENCY IS THE NEAREST THING TO 
ETERNAL LIFE WE'LL EVER SEE ON THIS EARTH, YET EVEN AS THE 
DECADES OF THE 5O's AND 6O's WENT BY, AND MORE AMERICANS SHARED 
MY CONCERN, GOVERNMENT GREW LIKE TOPSY, IN THE DECADE OF THE 
7O's, FEDERAL SPENDING TRIPLED, TAXES DOUBLED, AND THE NATIONAL 
DEBT REACHED ALMOST A TRILLION DOLLARS, GOVERNMENT BUREAUS, 
AGENCIES, AND EMPLOYMENT ROLLS KEPT MULTIPLYING: IT HAD BECOME 
TOO EASY FOR POLITICIANS TO PROMISE MORE TO WIN MORE; TO SPEND 

THEIR WAY TO ELECTION VICTORIES. 
FORTUNATELY, THAT JUGGERNAUT OF BIG GOVERNMENT HAS NOW BEEN 

SLOWED. DURING THE LAST 3 YEARS, WE'VE BROUGHT SKYROCKETING 
SPENDING BACK TO EARTH AND REDUCED THAT ENORMOUS MOMENTUM TOWARDS 

BIG GOVERNMENT, IT WASN'T EASY BUT MEASURE THE RESULTS BY OUR 
ABILITY TO ACHIEVE WHAT PEOPLE ONCE SAID WAS IMPOSSIBLE: FEDERAL 
SPENDING GROWTH HAS BEEN CUT BY MORE THAN HALF; GOVERNMENT 
REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN CUT BY MORE THAN A QUARTER; AND TAXES ON 
WORKING AMERICANS HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN REDUCED AND INDEXED TO THE 
RATE OF INFLATION. A WORKING FAMILY EARNING $25,000 HAS $1,500 

MORE IN PURCHASING POWER TODAY BECAUSE OF THE CUT IN TAXES AND 

THE LOWERED RATE OF INFLATION, 
TODAY ECONOMIC RECOVERY IS IN FULL SWING, BUT I HOPE WE CAN 

USE THESE MOMENTS OF REFLECTION TODAY TO UNDERSTAND THE HARD 
LESSONS WE'VE LEARNED SINCE THE DEPRESSION ABOUT THE GROWTH OF 
GOVERNMENT, WE NEED SOME BASIC REFORMS THAT WILL PROTECT US 
AGAINST GOVERNMENT'S ALL TOO POWERFUL TENDENCY TO GROW AND GROW, 
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FOR ONE THING, IT's TIME FOR THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, IN THE 
BEST FEDERALIST TRADITION, TO LEARN SOMETHING FROM SUCCESSFUL 
EXPERIMENTS IN THE STATE AND LOCAL LABORATORIES OF GOVERNMENTS, 
THE EVIDENCE FROM STATES AND MANY MUNICIPALITIES IS OVERWHELMING: 
THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH NEEDS A POWERFUL WEAPON TO CUT OUT 
PORKBARRELING AND SPECIAL INTEREST EXPENDITURES BURIED IN LARGE, 
CATCH-ALL APPROPRIATION BILLS, IT's TIME THE CONGRESS GAVE THE 
PRESIDENT THE AUTHORITY TO VETO SINGLE-LINE ITEMS IN THE FEDERAL 

BUDGET AS GOVERNORS CAN IN 43 OF OUR STATES, 
AND, SECOND, POLITICIANS AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL MUST NO 

LONGER BE PERMITTED TO MORTGAGE YOUR FUTURE BY RUNNING UP HIGHER 

AND HIGHER DEFICITS. THE TIME HAS COME TO FORCE GOVERNMENT TO 
LIVE WITHIN ITS MEANS; AND I REPEAT MY CALL TODAY FOR MAKING A 
BALANCED BUDGET A CONSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENT, WHEN THE 
CONSTITUTION WAS RATIFIED THOMAS JEFFERSON VOICED A REGRET THAT 
IT DID NOT CONTAIN A CLAUSE PROHIBITING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

FROM BORROWING, 
AND FINALLY, OUR TAX SYSTEM IS NOW A NIGHTMARE OF TANGLED 

REQUIREMENTS AND TWISTED PRIORITIES, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT 
AND DESERVE A TAX CODE THAT IS FAIR, REWARDING AND SIMPLE ENOUGH 
TO BE UNDERSTOOD BY SOMEONE OTHER THAN AN ARMY OF GREENSHADED . 

ACCOUNTANTS AND LAWYERS, 
NOW IN ADDITION TO THE TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION MARKED BY 

INVENTIONS LIKE RADIO, AND THE POLITICAL REVOLUTION BROUGHT ON BY 
THE SWEEPING NEW SCOPE OF FEDERAL POWER, THERE HAS BEEN AN 
ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORTH NOTING, THAT IS THE EMERGENCE OF 
AMERICA'S INTERNATIONAL ROLE; OUR SUDDEN DESIGNATION AS THE 

CHAMPION OF PEACE AND HUMAN FREEDOM IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST 

TOTALITARIANISM, 
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WE DIDN'T SEEK THIS LEADERSHIP, IT WAS THRUST UPON US, IN 

THE DARK DAYS AFTER WORLD WAR II, WHEN MUCH OF THE CIVILIZED 
WORLD LAY IN RUINS, POPE PIOUS XII SAID, uTHE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
HAVE A GENUIS FOR SPLENDID AND UNSELFISH ACTION, AND INTO THE 
HANDS OF AMERICA GOD HAS PLACED THE DESTINIES OF AFFLICTED 

HUMANITY,ll 
THROUGHOUT WORLD WAR II AND MOST OF THE POST-WAR ERA, THOUGH 

THE ADVERSARIES CHANGED -- FROM HITLER TO STALIN -- THERE WAS 
STILL BASIC AGREEMENT ON THE MORAL IMPERATIVE OF DEFENDING 
FREEDOM AND THE SELF-EVIDENT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TOTALITARIAN AND 

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS, 
BUT THAT BROAD CONSENSUS OF THE TRUMAN, EISENHOWER, KENNEDY 

YEARS BEGAN TO BREAK DOWN IN THE 60's AND 70's, PARTLY IN 
RESPONSE TO THE VIETNAM TRAGEDY, AN ERA OF PARALYZING SELF-DOUBT 
RULED OUT JUST AND LEGITIMATE USES OF AMERICAN POWER, EVEN ACTS 

OF SELF-DEFENSE, 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF AMERICA'S RETREAT WERE NOT LONG IN 

COMING, ALL OF YOU CAN REMEMBER A FEW YEARS BACK WHEN THE 
TRAGEDY OF THE IRANIAN HOSTAGES WAS FRESH IN OUR MINDS; WHEN 
AROUND THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY IN AFGHANISTAN AND CENTRAL AMERICA, 
SOVIET EXPANSIONISM PROCEEDED UNCHECKED; WHEN OUR DEFENSES HAP 
DECLINED DRAMATICALLY; AND SOME NATIONS THOUGHT THEY COULD 

THREATEN OR HARM THE UNITED STATES WITH IMPUNITY, 
WE'VE CHANGED THIS, WE'RE TRYING TO SEE TO IT THAT AMERICAN 

CITIZENS -- AND IT DOESN'T MATTER WHETHER THEY ARE NAVY PILOTS IN 
THE GULF OF SIDRA OR MEDICAL STUDENTS IN GRENADA -- CAN NO LONGER 
BE ATTACKED OR THEIR LIVES ENDANGERED WITH IMPUNITY, 
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YOU KNOW, JEANE KIRKPATRICK, OUR AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED 
NATIONS, HAS A WONDERFUL STORY TO EXPLAIN HOW FUNDAMENTAL THIS 
REVERSAL HAS BEEN, SHE SAYS THAT WHEN SHE ARRIVED AT THE UNITED 
NATIONS SOMEONE ASKED WHAT WOULD BE -DIFFERENT ABOUT OUR 
ADMINISTRATION'S FOREIGN POLICY. 

WELL, SHE SAID, "WE'VE TAKEN OFF OUR 'KICK ME' SIGN." 
SHE WAS ASKED: "DOES THAT MEAN IF YOU'RE KICKED, YOU'LL 

KICK BACK." 

"NOT NECESSARILY," SHE REPLIED, "BUT IT DOES MEAN THAT IF 
WE'RE KICKED, AT LEAST WE WON'T APOLOGIZE." 

YET, IT GOES BEYOND JUST· SELF-DEFENSE. WHEN I SPOKE TO THE 
BRITISH PARLIAMENT A YEAR-AND-A-HALF AGO, I SAID OUR CAUSE WAS 
HUMAN FREEDOM; AND SO IT HAS BEEN: IN EUROPE, IN LEBANNON, IN 
CENTRAL AMERICA. WE'VE TRIED TO BRING A NEW HONESTY AND MORAL 
PURPOSEFULNESS TO OUR FOREIGN POLICY, TO SHOW WE CAN BE CANDID 
ABOUT THE ESSENTIAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OURSELVES AND OTHERS 
WHILE STILL PURSUING PEACE INITIATIVES WITH THEM. 

AS I HAVE SAID BEFORE, THE DEMOCRACIES HAVE THEIR OWN 
SERIOUS INJUSTICES TO DEAL WITH, BUT THIS SHOULD NOT PREVENT US 

FROM MAKING THE CRUCIAL MORAL DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN PLURALIST 
SYSTEMS, WHICH ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR OWN WRONGS AND SHORTCOMINGS, . AND 
SYSTEMS THAT EXCUSE THEIR DEFECTS IN THE NAME OF TOTALITARIAN 
IDEOLOGY, 
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OUR WILLINGNESS TO SPEAK OUT ON THESE DISTINCTIONS IS THE 
MORAL CENTER OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY. FOR US, HUMAN FREEDOM IS A 
FIRST PRINCIPLE; NOT A BARGAINING CHIP. TO FAIL TO PUBLICLY 
ENUNCIATE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TOTALITARIAN AND DEMOCRATIC 
SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT WOULD BE TO FORESAKE THIS MORAL HIGH 
GROUND. 

PEACE REMAINS OUR HIGHEST ASPIRATION AND THAT's WHY ARMS 
CONTROL ISN'T ENOUGH, ARMS REDUCTION IS OUR GOAL. BUT THEN, AS 
WE HAVE TRIED TO COMMUNICATE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE SOVIET UNION, 

WOULD IT NOT BE BETTER TO DO AWAY WITH NUCLEAR WEAPONS ENTIRELY? 
I THINK OUR NEW REALISM IS AN IMPORTANT MEANS TO THIS END. JUST 
AS IMPORTANT, IT REESTABLISHES THE BASIS OF THAT BROAD FOREIGN 
POLICY CONSENSUS THAT EXISTED IN THE PRE-VIETNAM ERA WHEN WE 
UNDERSTOOD THE MORAL IMPERATIVES OF DEFENDING FREEDOM AND THE 

:~ IMPORTANCE OF TAKING TOTALITARIAN POWERS SERIOUSLY, 
YOU KNOW, I'VE HEARD MENTIONED AN OBSERVATION BY A 

DISTINGUISHED FRENCH INTELLECTUAL, JEAN FRANCOIS REVEL, ON THIS 
POINT, MR, REVEL POINTS OUT THAT SOME PEOPLE ARE EMBARASSED TO 
CALL THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN DEMOCRACY AND TOTALITARIANISM BY ITS 
OWN NAME AND PREFER EUPHEMISMS LIKE THE "COMPETITION BETWEEN EAST 
AND WEST" OR "THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN SUPERPOWERS," 

AND HERE I WANT TO POINT OUT THAT THE POLITICAL REVOLUTIONS 
WE'VE SEEN IN AMERICA IN DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL POLICY .ARE 
ONLY A REFLECTION OF A DEEPER TREND; A TREND THAT DIRECTLY 
CONCERNS THE WORLD YOU HAVE BEEN PART OF HERE AT EUREKA, THE 
WORLD OF IDEAS. 
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THERE HAS BEEN A DRAMATIC TURNABOUT AMONG THE INTELLECTUALS, 
FOR MOST OF MY ADULT LIFE, THE INTELLEGENTSIA HAS BEEN ENTRANCED 
AND ENAMORED WITH THE IDEA OF STATE POWER, THE NOTION THAT ENOUGH 
CENTRALIZED AUTHORITY CONCENTRATED IN THE HANDS OF THE 
RIGHT-MINDED PEOPLE CAN REFORM MANKIND AND USHER IN A BRAVE NEW 
WORLD, I REMEMBER HEARING ONE COMMONLY-HELD VIEW OF THE 
ROOSEVELT ERA THAT ALL SOCIETIES WERE MOVING TOWARDS SOME 
MODIFIED FORM OF COMMUNISM, 

WE KNOW NOW THAT THE TREND IN AMERICA AND THE DEMOCRACIES 
HAS BEEN JUST THE OTHER WAY, IN THE POLITICAL WORLD, THE CULT OF 
THE STATE IS DYING; SO TOO THE ROMANCE OF THE INTELLECTUAL WITH 

STATE POWER IS OVER. INDEED THE EXCITEMENT AND ENERGY IN THE 
INTELLECTUAL WORLD IS FOCUSED THESE DAYS ON THE CONCERNS OF HUMAN 
FREEDOM, ON THE IMPORTANCE OF TRANSCENDENT AND ENDURING VALUES, 

IN ECONOMICS, FOR EXAMPLE, AS THE RECENT NOBEL PRIZES TO 

FREDRICK VON HAYEK, MILTON FRIEDMAN, AND GEORGE STIGLER ATTEST, 
THE FREE MARKET IS AGAIN BECOMING THE FOCAL POINT, IN POLITICAL 
PHILOSOPHY, A WHOLE GENERATION OF INTELLECTUALS LED ESPECIALLY BY 
FRENCH THINKERS LIKE REVEL, JEAN MARIE BENOIT, AND GUY SORMAN ARE 
REJECTING THE OLD CLICHES ABOUT STATE POWER AND REDISCOVERING THE 
DANGER SUCH POWER POSES TO PERSONAL FREEDOM, RUSSIAN 
INTELLECTUALS, RANGING FROM MAJESTIC FIGURES LIKES ALEXANDER 
SOLZHENITSYN TO NOBLE CRUSADERS LIKE VLADIMIR BUKOVSKY HAVE 
BROUGHT NEW ATTENTION TO THE HORRORS OF TOTALITARIAN RULE AND TO 
THE SPIRITUAL DESERT THAT IS COMMUNISM, 
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HERE IN AMERICA, THIS REVOLUTION HAS BEEN SPEARHEADED FOR 
30 YEARS BY INTELLECTUAL PRESENCES LIKE WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY'S 
NATIONAL REVIEW, IT's BEEN SUPPLEMENTED RECENTLY BY WHAT's 
CALLED THE "NED-CONSERVATIVE" REVOLUTION LED BY IRVING KRISTOL, 
MIDGE DECTER, NORMAN PODHORETZ, AND OTHERS, 

IN MANY WAYS THIS COUNTERREVOLUTION OF THE INTELLECTUALS WAS 

PREDATED BY ONE OF THE MOST VIVID EVENTS OF MY TIME, AN EVENT 
WHOSE MEANING IS ECHOED IN TODAY'S DISENCHANTMENT WITH COMMUNISM. 

IT INVOLVED, COINCIDENTALLY, AN EDITOR OF TIME MAGAZINE, 
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, WHO IN PUBLIC TESTIMONY IN 1948 NAMED FORMER 
HIGH U.S. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AS SPIES, HE WAS NOT BELIEVED AT 
FIRST, BUT THE INEXORABLE POWER OF THE TRUTH WAS SLOWLY FELT AND 
OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE LED A JURY TO CONVICT ONE OF THOSE FORMER 

OFFICIALS OF PERJURY, 
IN CHAMBERS' AUTOBIOGRAPHY, WITNESS, HE ADDED A SEQUEL: 

CHAMBERS MARKED THE BEGINNING OF HIS PERSONAL JOURNEY AWAY FROM 
COMMUNISM ON THE DAY HE WAS SUDDENLY STRUCK BY THE SIGHT OF HIS 
INFANT DAUGHTER'S EAR; WHEN HE REALIZED THAT SUCH INTRICACY, SUCH 
DELICATE DESIGN, SUCH PRECISION COULD BE NO ACCIDENT, NO FREAK OF 
NATURE; HE SAID THAT WHILE HE DIDN'T KNOW IT AT THE TIME, IN THAT 
MOMENT THE FINGER OF GOD HAD TOUCHED HIS FOREHEAD, 

THAT IS WHY CHAMBERS WOULD WRITE THAT, FAITH NOT ECONOMICS, 
IS THE CENTRAL PROBLEM OF OUR AGE AND THAT "THE CRISIS OF THE 
WESTERN WORLD EXISTS TO THE DEGREE IN WHICH IT IS INDIFFERENT TO 
GOD," THE WESTERN WORLD DOES NOT KNOW IT, BUT IT ALREADY 
POSSESSES THE ANSWER TO THIS PROBLEM, HE SAID, BUT ONLY PROVIDED 
THAT ITS "FAITH IN GOD AND THE FREEDOM HE ENJOINS" IS AS GREAT AS 

COMMUNISM'S BELIEF IN MATERIAL POWER, 
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CHAMBERS' STORY REPRESENTS A GENERATION'S DISENCHANTMENT 
WITH STATISM AND ITS RETURN TO ETERNAL TRUTHS AND FUNDAMENTAL 
VALUES, AND IF THERE IS ONE THOUGHT I WOULD LEAVE WITH YOU TODAY 
IT IS THIS: FOR ALL THE MOMENTOUS CHANGE OF THE LAST 50 YEARS, 
IT IS STILL THE GREAT CIVILIZED TRUTHS -- VALUES OF FAMILY, WORK, 
NEIGHBORHOOD, AND RELIGION -- THAT FUEL AMERICA'S TECHNOLOGICAL 
AND MATERIAL PROGRESS AND PUT THE SPARK TO OUR ENDURING PASSION 

FOR FREEDOM, 
WE ARE LUCKY TO LIV~ IN A TIME WHEN THESE TRADITIONAL VALUES 

AND FAITH IN THE FUTURE, THIS SENSE OF HOPE, HAS BEEN REAWAKENED 
IN OUR COUNTRY. YET WE HAVE SO MUCH MORE TO ACHIEVE: FROM 
ASSURING CONTINUED ECONOMIC GROWTH, TO DEVELOPING SPACE -
AMERICA's NEXT FRONTIER, TO KEEPING THE PEACE AND EXTENDING THE 
BORDERS OF FREEDOM. YOU IN THIS ROOM CAN PLAY A PERSONAL PART IN 

THESE NEXT CHAPTERS OF HUMAN PROGRESS. 
NOW I KNOW YOU HAVE A SENSE OF EXCITEMENT ABOUT ALL OF THIS 

AND THAT's WHY IT STRIKES ME AS ODD THAT SOME PEOPLE SAY TODAY 
THAT COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE TOO CONSERVATIVE. I THINK THE TRUTH IS 
THAT YOU'VE DISCOVERED EARLY JN LIFE WHAT IT TOOK ANOTHER GREAT 
AMERICAN WRITER, SCOTT FITZGERALD, MANY TUMULTOUS YEARS TO 
DISCOVER. TOWARD THE END OF HIS LIFE, HE WOULD WRITE TO HIS . 
DAUGHTER IN COLLEGE ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF WHAT HE CALLED THE 

FUNDAMENTAL DECENCIES. 
"MY GENERATION OF RADICALS AND BREAKERS-DOWN," HE SAID, 

"NEVER FOUND ANYTHING TO TAKE THE PLACE OF THE OLD VIRTUES OF 
WORK AND COURAGE AND THE OLD GRACES OF COURTESY AND POLITENESS," 
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I HOPE YOU'LL REMEMBER THAT, AND SOMETHING ELSE F. SCOTT 
FITZGERALD ONCE SAID -- THAT AMERICA IS nA WILLINGNESS OF THE 
HEART,n IN THE PAST HALF CENTURY, AMERICA HAS HAD ITS FLIRTATION 
WITH STATISM BUT WE ARE RETURNING NOW TO OUR ROOTS: LIMITED 
GOVERNMENT, THE DEFENSE OF FREEDOM, FAITH IN THE FUTURE AND IN 
OUR GOD, WITH THESE VALUES AS GUIDES, THE FUTURE CAN BE EVEN 
MORE BREATHTAKING THAN THE LAST 50 YEARS BECAUSE IT WILL HOLD OUT 

NOT ONLY THE PROMISE OF SWEEPING IMPROVEMENTS IN MANKIND's 
MATERIAL CONDITIONS BUT PROGRESS IN THE SPIRITUAL AND MORAL REALM 
AS WELL. AND THAT's WHY I HOPE THAT 50 YEARS FROM NOW, SHOULD 
TIME MAGAZINE ASK YOU FOR YOUR REFLECTIONS, YOU'LL BE ABLE TO 
RECALL AN ERA EXCITING BEYOND ALL OF YOUR DREAMS, BELIEVE ME, 
THERE ARE GREAT DAYS AHEAD FOR YOU, FOR AMERICA, AND FOR THE 
CAUSE OF HUMAN FREEDOM, 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH, GOD BLESS YOU AND MAY GOD BLESS THIS 
CAMPUS 'NEATH THE ELMS, 

# # # 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TIME MAGAZINE PROGRAM AT EUREKA COLLEGE 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1984 

This has been a day that Neil and I will long remember, a 

day of warmth and memory, a day when the good things that have 

happened in our lives all seem very close and real again. 

ve just come from Dixon where I attended my biggest 

&· -.. ~ -1'<~ !~~~,.~ -( ~ J~ ~~~'~!"1· ,' . ~ ~ ~ ~Y pa-ty ever.a wat every man who has,. candles on 

his birthday cake needs around him: a large group of friends and 

a working sprinkler system. And now we're here for Eureka's 

birthday. Legend has it that after Ben Major led a wagon train 

here, he sunk an axe into the first tree he felled and said, 

"Here, we'll build our school." That was more than 129 years ago 

and just to end any speculation going on among the 

undergraduates: No, I was not part of the original wagon train. 

It is always wonderful to return to Eureka. People ask me 

if looking back at my college years, I can remember any inkling 

that I would someday run for president. Actually, the thought 

first struck me on graduation day when the president of the 

college handed me my diploma and asked: "Are you better off 

today than you were 4 years ago?" 

Besides being wonderful, coming back to Eureka is also a 

great temptation. Sitting in a college audience can sometimes be 

dangerous duty -- something about your youthfulness and the 

bright, fresh hope it symbolizes makes guest speakers like myself 

very free with their reminiscences and very reluctant to sit 
IX ., "fl\: 

down. AAs I ga1~ you've heard~that I like to tell an anecdote 

or two. Ltff /tJoT 0"1<.y 8cr..riJ:> 1-.r '{-()) $c:'l /)6C~ L..Off'3A~O i- cH~ Tt~N/)(fJ•X.Y 
to T£U... THC 5Af1(;' 5T6(Qit~ OVER, flov ~R l'HNtt',.J, 
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~T~ 
I< e~eA~Y youi'Re t._Vc:.f(~ Jf{AIJI: To BC: iN N€Vf,f>A 

---- ~.i;rE .. 

= ck> promise~to be brief today~YDut Iaon't want to miss 

s opportunity to share with you some thoughts on the changes 
ot)~ ~ Sort<? Of Tllc'tr. WEI\! 000_1) 

hat have happened to America in the 50Ayears since I left this 

\...6;;:;> ;;~"'t'~~ ~_J carn?~' o o fer too, some thoughts on how we can shape 

those changes to serve the cause of human freedom -- to inspire, 

not burden, those who come after us. 

I can't think of a better occasion for such reflections. In 

addition to Founder's Day here at Eureka, we're also marking the 

first in a series of speeches sponsored by Time Magazine to 

commemorate its 60th anniversary. For 60 years, Time has lived 

up to what Henry Luce and Briton Hadden envisioned when they 

founded the magazine in 1923: a weekly digest of news put 

ogether with much more care and perspective than is usually 

ss i ble under the deadline pressure of daily journalism. 

ell, if it's important for news organizations like Time to 

eep in mind the value of perspective, you can imagine how 

important it is for those of us in public life to remember that 

proximity to daily events can be as much a handicap as an 

advantage in understanding their meaning. 

And that's what struck me when I was thinking about what I 

wanted to say here today: the ease, the unknowing grace with 

which my generation accepted technological and political changes 
rw~ Pi ONT \<1J6W THflJ ,.. .. ,..r OU~ s \>J As 

that so radically transforme~ .our ~orld:\._o~G o,:; T1~osF ('-'f=~IJT ~1Jl:P..J1Tit>JJS T>V-r 
wcH,U) Pt\~1\0I.' ovt:~ ,-. ~\\...-At' tR.~NS IT/oiJ Pf~.tDO. \t,,c,: WeµT 1',.J Asrµ,L~l-(F€Tft1C 1Jrf:(tf.1..q ~M It, 

t, 
In 1932, for example, I graduated from Eureka and landed a ~~~ 

~ 

job in radio. Though I didn't realize it at the time I had 

become part of the communications revolution that was shrinking 

the dimensions of my world even more than radio's successor, 

television, would shrink your own. Already my generation's 
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sports idols, celebrities, newsmakers, and heroes had come in 

large measure from the world of radio. It seemed a perfect 

career choice. 

Yet if I had only stopped to think about it, I would have 

remembered boyhood days a few short years before when my friends 

and I followed our neighborhood genius around town trying to pick 

up radio signals with his jerry-rigged crystals, aerial and 

headphones. Can you imagine our sense of wonder when, one Sunday 

afternoon, down by the river in Dixon, we heard the sounds of 

radio for the first time -- an orchestra playing over KDKA 

several hundred miles away in Pittsburgh? 

Yet it took only a few years for that sense of wonder to 

dissolve. Radio which was heard in only 60,000 households in 

1922, was heard in almost 18.5 million households by 1932, 

~~etea f;:aJB ecl:ile@ge. 

By that time of course, the market had crashed, the 

depression years were upon us and over those radio sets, now 

sitting in every parlor and living room in the Nation, came the 

rich, reassuring tones of Franklin Roosevelt. All of us who 

lived through those years, can remember the drabness the 

depression brought, but we remember too how people pulled 

together -- that sense of community and shared values, that 

belief in American enterprise and democracy that saw us through. 

It was that ingrained American optimism, that sense of hope 

Franklin Roosevelt so brilliantly summoned and mobilized. 

It was a time of economic emergency, and there seemed a 

certain logic to arguments that the national Government should 

take on to itself new and sweeping prerogatives. In the grip of 
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that emergency, many of us could not see the enormous and 

oftentimes harmful political changes that this expanded role for 

the Government would bring. 

Once again, as I look back, the rapidity of that political 

change was as astonishing as the change brought by technology. 
c. o\.~ t: c.. r a b INTA'fE-S" .-

At the start of that era, Government wali cGa::m,m; ""J -a dime...,,. ou"t' 01,: 

every dollar earned; two-thirds of that NG~&";St's'sQiRg to State 
~ t' ~ 

and local governments with only a qualtor to Washington. Today, , , 
/\o it LT TIii' µ c, ~ 

Government at all levels is collecting~ 40 cents• every 

aa,e;~i•~al dollar earned; and the proportion is completely 

reversed, with two-thirds of that money row going to the Federal 

Government~N0 0"11LY \ Fort STAH' , Loc,u .. G'6vT;. 

en ~y generation was a bit surprised to realize that the 

Federal Government, called upon in an economic emergency, was 

becoming llillM7 an obstacle to economic progress. In addition to 

damaging the autonomy of local and State governments and usurping 

the rights of the people, the public sector had grown so large it 

was consuming our national wealth, discouraging energy and 

initiative and suffocating the spirit of enterprise and 

resourcefulness that had always been at the heart of America's 

economic miracle. 

In the depression years and their aftermath, we forgot that 

first, founding lesson of the American Republic: That without 

proper restraints, Government the servant, becomes quickly 

Government the master. I call it an American lesson, but, 

actually it's much older: "The budget should be balanced, the 

treasury should be refilled, the public debt should be reduced, 

the arrogance of officialdom should be tempered and controlled," 

· "tfl~ C d . th t t . Cicero wrote in 1st century B •• An since a ime, many 
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nations that failed to heed the words of that wise Roman have 

been brought to their knees by governments that borrowed and 

taxed their citizens into servitude. 

But some peoples, like our Founding Fathers, revolted under 

such oppression. No one would understand better the danger of 

unchecked Government power than those men: "I am not a friend to 

a very energetic government. It is always oppressive," Jefferson 

said. 

I remember quoting a few of these warnings, long after I had 

left radio for films, television, and after dinner speeches. By 

that time, this reformed New Dealer could add one observation of 

his own: that a Government agency is the nearest thing to 

eternal life we'll ever see on this earth. Yet even as the 

decades of the SO's and 60's went by, and more Americans shared 
LDE<:!tt,~ 

my concern, Government grew like topsy. In~Os, Federal 

spending tripled, taxes doubled, and the national debt reached 

almost a trillion dollars. Government bureaus, agencies, and 

employment rolls kept multiplying: It had become too easy for 

politicians to promise more to win more; to spend their way to 

election victories. 

Fortunately, that juggernaut of big Government has now been 

slowed. During the last 3 years, we've brought skyrocketing 

spending back to earth and reduced that enormous momentum towards 

big Government. It wasn't easy but measure the results by our 

ability to achieve what people once said was impossible: Federal 

spending growth has been cut by more than half; Government 

regulations have been cut by more than a quarter; and taxes on 

working Americans have actually been reduced and indexed to the 
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rate of inflation. A working family earning $25,000 has $1,500 
~F 1'"\it" C.urtAI Tlf-e-

more in purchasing power today because ,a emt taxes and lowered 

i:ili9 rate of inflation. 

Today economic recovery is in full swing. But I hope we can 

use these moments of reflection today to understand the hard 

lessons we've learned since the depression about the growth of 

Government. We need some basic reforms that will protect us 

against Government's all too powerful tendency to grow and grow. 

For one thing, it's time for the Federal Government, in the 

best Federalist tradition, to learn something from successful 

experiments in the State and local laboratories of governments. 
4/«it ► lailja(H 

The evidence from tl lij States and many municipalities is 

overwhelming: The Executive Branch needs a powerful weapon to 

cut out porkbarreling and special interest expenditures buried in 

large, catch-all appropriation bills. It's time the Congress 

gave the President the authority to veto single-line items in the 
\ . 

Federal budget~.r; c;o-..Js-. <..Aw /N c;~ of out<__<;,A:H'5. 

And, second, politicians at the national level must no 

longer be permitted to mortgage your future by running up higher 

and higher deficits. The time has come to force Government to 

live within its .means; and I repeat my call today for making a 

balanced budget a constitutional requirement. IJ..,IHtµ rt~i: G0 "1H, lw"'~ ~rtF,ch 
j/-lOt'IAs .J"eFFff~'°"" vo<c.e-t>A f\.f~l\fl" TffAT ir~io/llc.T(o~rt,til~ Cl.Aun PRolflBlrl't'~ JMFe(l.Gevt,F-~0 1't&ftllai.ml 

And finally, our tax system is now a nightmare of tangled 

requirements and twisted priorities. The American people want 

and deserve a tax code that is fair, rewarding and simple enough 

to be understood by someone other than an army of greenshaded 

accountants and lawyers. 
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Now in addition to the technological revolution marked by 

tile inventions like radio, and the political revolution brought 

on by the sweeping new scope of Federal power, there has been an 

additional development worth noting. That is the emergence of 

America's international role: our sudden designation as the 

champion of peace and human freedom in the struggle against 

(
WA ~~~~,;x~~~A>..A 

totalitarianism • .L.... ~ c) .. , L ~~~~a... rr ~~df )C..,k ~~ 
~ ~~.,. f-t-~>....... ~"liftll."'.tt SAi~;.,.--'--t.. 0---~~- ~~ ~ 

Throughout World War II and most of the post-war er«:.,, thame ~ 

w.,e broaa ~\ilslic oon.en.u. o~ t:b.i. poiwt . ..;--Though the adversaries " 

changed -- from Hitler to St~ -- there was still basic \ 

agreement on the moral imperative of defending freedom and the . 

self-evident differences between totalitarian and democratic 

Governments. 

But that broad consensus of the Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy 

years began to break down in the 60's and 70's. Partly in 

response to the Vietnam tragedy, an era of paralyzing self-doubt 

ruled out just and legitimate uses of American power, even acts 

of self-defense. 

The consequences of America's retreat were not long in 

coming. All of you can remember a few years back when the 

tragedy of the Iranian hostages was fresh in our minds; when 

around the world, especially in Afghanistan and Central America, 

Soviet expansionism proceeded unchecked; when our defenses had 

declined dramatically; and some nations thought they could 

threaten or harm the United States with impunity. 

We've changed this. We're trying to see to it that American 

citizens -- and it doesn't matter whether they are Navy pilots in 
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the Gulf of Sidra or medical students in Grenada -- can no longer 

be attacked or their lives endangered with impunity. 

[You know, Jean Kirkpatrick, our Ambassador to the United 

Nations, has a wonderful story to explain how fundamental this 

reversal has been. She says that when she arrived at the United 

Nations someone asked what would be different about e Bf9g,wtOU~ 

Administration's foreign policy. 

Well, she said, "We've taken off our 'Kick Me' sign." 

She was asked: "Does that mean if you're kicked, you'll 

kick back." 

"Not necessarily," she replied, "but it does mean that if 

we're kicked, at least we won't apologize."] 

Yet, it goes beyond just self-defense. When I spoke to the 

British Parliament a year-and-a-half ago, I said our cause was 

human freedom; and so it has been: in Europe, in Lebannon, in 

Central America. We've tried to bring a new honesty and moral 

purposefulness to our foreign policy, to show we can be candid 

about the essential differences between ourselves and others 

while still pursuing peace initiatives with them. 

As I have said before, the democracies have their own 

serious injustices to deal with, but this should not prevent us 

from making the crucial moral distinctions between pluralist 

systems which acknowledge their own wrongs and shortcomings and 

systems that excuse their defects in the name of totalitarian 

ideology. 

Our willingness to speak out on these distinctions is the 

moral center of our foreign policy. For us, human freedom is a 

first principle; not a bargaining chip. To fail to publicly 
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enunciate the differences between totaltitarian and democratic 

systems of Government would be to foresake this moral high 

ground. 

[ It's time we realize that candor about the Soviet Union and 

its international activities, far from hindering the peace 

process, ultimately enhances it. History has shown that only 

when the Soviets realize their counterparts in negotiations have 

no illusions about their system and its intentions, do they 

settle down to serious negotiations.] 

Peace remains our highest aspiration and that's why arms 

control isn't enough_,lat arms reduction is our goal. But then, 

as~ have tried to communicate to the people of the Soviet Union, 

would it not be better to do away with nuclear weapons entirely? 

I think our new realism ai,o~t the Soviets is an important means 

to this end. Just as important, it reestablishes the basis of 

that broad foreign policy consensus that existed in the 

pre-Vietnam era when we understood the moral imperatives of 

defending freedom and the importance of taking totalitarian 

powers seriously. 

You know, I've heard mentioned an observation by a 

distinguished French intellectual, Jean Francois Ravel, on this 

point. Mr. Ravel points out that some people are embarassed to 

call the struggle between democracy and totalitarianism by its 

own name and prefer euphemisms like the "competition between East 

and West" or "the struggle between superpowers." a.o if the 

S\}perpowers HQ re paH tj ea Uy and rnora J J y e~ttivale-nt. 

And here I want to point out that the political revolutions 

we've seen in America in domestic and international policy are 

? 
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only a reflection of a deeper trend; a trend that directly 

concerns the world you have been part of here at Eureka, - the 

world of ideas. 

There has been a dramatic turnabout among th~ intellectuals. 

For most of my adult life, the intellegentsia has been entranced 

and enamored with the idea of state power, the notion that enough 

centralized authority concentrated in the hands of the 

right-minded people can reform mankind and usher in a brave new 

world. I remember one member of the Roosevelt administration 

writing on the commonly-held view of his day that all societies 
no~F~D 

were moving towards somehform of communism. 

~t't(e know now that the trend in America and the 

democracies has been just the other way. In the political world, 

the cult of the state is dying; so too the romance of the 

intellectual with state power is over. Indeed the excitement and 

energy in the intellectual world is focused these days on the 

concerns of human freedom, on the importance of transcendent and 

enduring values. 

In economics, for example, as the recent Nobel Prizes to 

Fredrick von Hayek, Milton Friedman, and George Stigler attest, 

the free market is again becoming the focal point. In political 

philosophy, a whole generation of intellectuals led especially by 

French thinkers like Ravel, Jean Marie Benoit, and Guy Sorman are 

rejecting the old cliches about state power and rediscovering the 

danger such power poses to personal freedom. Russian 

intellectuals, ranging from majestic figures likes Alexander 

Solzhenitsyn to noble crusaders like Vladimir Bukovsky have 
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brought new attention to the horrors of totalitarian rule and to 

the spiritual desert that is communism. 
' 

Here in America, this revolution has been spearheaded for 

30 years by intellectual presences like William F. Buckley's 

National Review. It's been supplemented recently by what's 

called the "nee-conservative" revolution led by Irving Kristel, 

Midge Deeter, Norman Podhoretz, and others. 

In many ways this counterrevolution of the intellectuals was 

predated by one of the most vivid events of my time, an event 

whose meaning is echoed in today's disenchantment with communism. 

It involved, coincidentally, an editor of Time Magazine, 

Whittaker Chambers, who in public testimony in 1948 named former 

high U.S. Government officials as spys. He was not believed at 

first, but the inexorable power of the truth was slowly felt and 

overwhelming evidence led a jury to convict one of those former 

officials, Al~er Ui.£, of perjury. 

In Chambers' autobiography, Witness, he added a sequel: 

Chambers marked the beginning of his personal journey away from 

communism on the day he was suddenly struck by the sight of his 

infant daughter's ear; when he realized that such intricacy, such 
~F~v,u: <>F" NiAtul\':-,1 

/)~Llc..~u design, such precision could be no acciden he said he felt et 
~~k~~..:,:.~~~"~~µ~~~~..>k_ 
t:bat rnoroent as tbougb tbe ;q.nd of God bad raacli.ee. deuf\ te Lirdch 
~ ~c;J.1'-~ ~4'"~ a..cl_ > 

M'ftt. 

That is why Chambers would write that, faith not economics, 

is the central problem of our age and "that the crisis of the 

western world exists to the degree in which it is indifferent to 

God." The western world does not know it, but it already 

possesses the the answer to this problem, he said, but only 
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provided that its "faith in God and the freedom he enjoins" is as 

great as communism's belief in material power. 

Chambers' story represents a generation's disenchantment 

with statism and its return to eternal truths and fundamental 

values. And if there is one thought I would leave with you today 

it is this: For all the momentous change of the last 50 years, 

it is still the great civilized truths -- values of family, work, 

neighborhood, and religion -- that fuel America's technological 

and material progress and put the spark to our enduring passion 

for freedom. 

We are lucky to live in a time when these traditional values 

and faith in the future, this sense of hope, has been reawakened 

in our country. Yet we have so much more to achieve: from 

assuring continued economic growth, to developing space -

America's next frontier, to keeping the peace and extending the 

borders of freedom. You in this room can play a personal part in 

these next chapters of human progress. 

Now I know you have a sense of excitement about all of this 

and that's why it strikes me as odd that some people say today 

that college students are too conservative. I think the truth is 

that you've discovered early in life what it took another great 

American writer, Scott Fitzgerald, many tumultous years to 

discover. Toward the end of his life, he would write to his 

daughter in college about the importance of what he called the 

"fundamental decencies." 

"My generation of radicals and breakers down," he said, 

"never found anything to take the place of the old virtues of 

work and courage and the old graces of courtesy and politeness." 
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I hope you'll remember that, and something else F. Scott 

Fitzgerald once said -- that America is "a willingness of the 

heart." In the past half century, America has had its flirtation 

with statism but we are returning now to our roots: limited 

Government, the defense of freedom, faith in the future and in 

our God. With these values as guides, the future can be even 

more breathtaking than the last 50 years because it will hold out 

not only the promise of sweeping improvements in mankind's 

material conditions but progress in the spiritual and moral realm 

as well. And that's why I hope that 50 years from now, should 

Time Magazine ask you for your reflections, you'll be able to 

recall an era exciting beyond all of~ your dreams. Believe 

me, there are great days ahead for you, for America, and for the 

cause of human freedom. 

Thank you very much, God bless you and may God bless Eureka. 

jft,tj CAMPUS. NfA'iH r,k EUri , 
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This ·has been a day that Neil and I will long remember, a 

day of warmth and memory, _· a day when the good things that have· 

bappened in our lives all seem very ~close and real again. 

We've just come from Dixon where I attended my biggest 

birthday party ever. I had what every man who has 73 candles on 

his birthday cake needs around him: a large group of friends and 

a working sprinkler system. And now we're here for Eureka's 

birthday. Legend has it that after Ben Major led a wagon train 

here, he sunk an axe into the first tree he felled and said, 

"Here, we'll build our school.II That was more than 129 years ago 

and just to end any speculation going on among the 

undergraduates: No, I was not part of the original wagon train. 

It is always wonderful to return to Eureka~ People ask me 

if looking back at my college years, I can remember any inkling 

that I would someday run for president. Actually, the thought 

first struck me ?n graduation .day when the president of the 

college handed me my diploma a_nd asked: "Are you better off 

today than you were 4 years· ag6?" 

Besides being wonderful, · coming back to Eureka is also a 

• 

great temptation. Sitting in a college audience can , sometimes be .. ·.:-'"~ 

dangerous duty~- something about your youthfulness and the 

bright, fresh hope it symbolizes. makes guest speakers like myself 

very free with their reminiscences and very reluctant to sit 

"down. And I guess you've heard that I like to tell an anecdote 

or two. 
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I do promise to be brief today; but I don't want to miss 

this opportunity to share with you some thoughts on the changes 

that have happened to America in the 50 years since. I left this 

campus. And to offer too, some thoughts on how we can shape 

those changes to serve the cause of human freedom -- to inspire, 

not burden, those who come after us. 

I can't think of a better occasion for such reflections. In 

addition to Founder's Day here at Eureka, we're also marking the 

first in a series of speeches sponsored by Time Magazine to 

commemorate its 60th anniversary. For 60 years, Time has lived 

up to what Henry Luce and Briton Hadden envisioned when they 

founded the magazine in 1923: a weekly digest of news put 

together with much more care and perspective than is usually 

possible under the deadline pressure of daily journalism. 

Well, if it's important for news organizations like Time to 

keep in mind the value of perspective, you can imagine how 

important .it is for those of us in public life to rememper that 

proximity to daily events can be as much a handicap as an 

advantage in understanding their meaning. 

And that's what struck me -when I was thinking about what I 

wanted to say here today: the ease, the unknowing grace with 

which my generation accepted technological and political changes 

that so radically transformed our world. 

In 1932, for example, I graduated from Eureka and landed a 

job in radio. Though I didn't realize it at the time I had 

become part of the communications revolution that was shrinking 

the dimensions of my world even more than radio's successor, 

television, would shrink your own. Already my generation's 
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sports idols, celebrities, newsmakers, and heroes· had come in 

large measure from the world of radio. It seemed a perfec_t 

career choice. 

Yeti~ I had only ·stopped to think about it, I would have 

remembered boyhood days a few short years before when my friend_s 
' 

and I foll_owed our . neighborhood genius around town trying to pick 

up radio signals with his jerry-rigged crystals, aerial and 

headphones. Can you imagine our sense of wonder when, one Sunday 

afternoon, down by the river in Dixon, we heard the sounds of 

radio for the first time -- an orchestra playing over KDKA 

several hundred miles away in Pittspurgh? 

Yet it took only a few years for that sense of wonder to 

dissolve. Radio which was heard in only 60,000 households in 

1922, was heard in almost 18.5 million households by 1932, when I 

graduated from college. 

By that time of course, the market had crashed, -the 

depression years were upon us and over those radio sets~ now 

sitting in every parlor and living room in the Nation, came the 

rich, reassuring tones of Franklin Roosevelt. All of us who 

lived through those years, can remember the drabness the 

depression brought, but we remember too how people pulled · 

together -- that sense of community and shared values, that 

belief in Am~rican enterprise and democracy _that saw ?s .through. 

It was that ingrained American optimism, that sense of hope 

Franklin Roosevelt so .brilliantly summoned and mobilized. 

It was a time of economic emergency, and there seemed a 

certain logic to arguments that the national Government should 

take on to itself new and sweeping prerogatives. In the grip of 
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that emergency, many of us could not see the enormous and 

-oftentimes harmful political changes that this expanded role for 

the Government would bring. 

_ Once again, as I look back, the rapidity of that political 

change was as astonishing as the change brought by technology. ·. 

At the start of that era, Government was consuming a dime of 

every dollar earned; two-thirds of that money was going to State 

and local governments with only a quarter to Washington. Today, 

Government at all levels is collecting over 40 cents on every 

additional dollar earned; and the proportion is completely 

reversed, with two-thirds of that money now going to the Federal 

Government. 

So my generation was a bit surprised to realize that the 

Federal Government, called upon in an economic emergency, was 

becoming now an obstacle to economic progress. In addition to 

damaging t?e autonomy of local and State governments and usurping 

the right"s of the people, the public sector had grown so large it 

was consuming our national wealth, discouraging energy and 

initiative and suffocating the spirit of enterprise and 

.resourcefulness that nad always been at the heart of America's 

economic miracle. 

In the depression years and their aftermath, we forgot that 

first, . founding lesson of the American Republic: That without 

proper restraints, Government the servant, becomes quickly 

Government the master. I call it an American lesson, but, · 

actually it's much older: "The budget should be balanced, the 

· treasury should be refilled, the public debt should be reduced, 

the arrogance of officialdom should be tempered and controlled," 

Cicero wrote in 1st century B.C. And since that time, many 
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nations that failed to heed the words of that wise Roman have 

been brought to their knees by governments that borrowed and 

taxed their citizens into servitude. 

But s~me peoples, ·1ike our Founding Fathers, revolted under 

such oppression. No .one would understand better the danger of · 

unchecked _Governmept power than those men: "I am not a friend to 

a very energetic government. It is always oppressive," Jefferson 

said. 

I remember quoting a few of these warnings, long after I had 

left radio for films, television, and after dinner speeches. By 

that time, this reformed New Dealer _could add one observation of 

his own: that a Government agency is the nearest thing to 

eternal life we'll ever see on this earth. Yet even as the 

decades of the SO's and 60's went by, and more Americans shared 

my concern, Government grew like topsy. In the 70s, Federal 

spending tripled, taxes doubled, and the national -debt reached 

almost a trillion dollars. Government bureaus, agencies, and 

employment rolls kept multiplying: It had become too easy for 

politicians to promise more to win more; to spend their way to 

election victories. 

Fortunately, that jugge~naut_ of big Government has now been 

slowed. During the last 3 years, we've brought -skyrocketing 

spending back to earth and reduced that enormous momentum towards 

big Government. It ·wasn't easy but measure ·the results by our 

ability to achieve whqt people once said was impossible: Federal 
. 

spending growth has been cut by more than half; Government 

regulations have been cut by more than a quarter; and taxes on 

working Americans have actually been reduced and indexed to the 

• 
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rate of inflation. A working family earning $25,000 has $1,500 

-more in purchasing power today because we cut taxes and _lowered 

the rate of inflation. 

Today economic recovery is in full swing. But I hope we can 

use these moments of reflection today to understand the hard 

lessons we've learned since the depression about the growth of 

Government. We need some basic reforms that will protect us 

against Government's all too powerful tendency to grow and grow. 

For one thing, it's time for the Federal Government, in the . 

be.st Federalist tradition, to learn something from successful 

experiments in the State and local laboratories of governments. 

The evidence from those 43 States and many municipalities is 

overwhelming: The Executive Branch. needs a powerful weapon to 

cut out porkbarreling and special interest expenditures buried in 

large, catch-all appropriation bills. It's time the Congress 

gave the President the authority to veto single-line items in the 

Federal budget • 

And, second, politicians at the national level must no 

longer be permitted to mortgage your future by running up higher 

and higher deficits. The time has come to force Government to 

live within its means; and I repeat my call today for making a 

balanced budget a constitutional requirem_ent. 
• .;,_,.. J 

Apd finally, our tax system is now a nightmare of tangled 

requirements and twisted priorities. The American people want 

and deserve a tax code that is fair, rewarding and simple enough 

to be understood by someone other than an army of greenshaded 

accountants and lawyers. 
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Now in addition to the technological revolut°ion marked by 

the inventions like radio, and the political revolution b~ought 

on by the sweeping new scope of Federal power, there has beert an 

additional _developrnent· worth noting. That is the emergence of 

America's international role: our sudden designation as the 

champion o.f peace and human freedom •in the struggle against 

totalitarianism. 

Throughout World War II and most of the post~war era, there 

was broad public co~sensus on this point. Though the adversaries 

changed -- from Hitler to Stalin -- there was still basic 

agreement on the moral imperative of defending freedom and the 

self-evident differences between _totalitarian and democratic 

Governments. 

But that broad consensus of the Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy 

years began to break down in the 60's and 70's. Partly in 

response to the Vietnam tragedy, an era of paralyzing self-doubt 

ruled out just and legitimate uses of American power, even acts 

of self-defense. 

The consequences · of America's retrea~ were not long in 

corning. All of .you can remember a few years back when the 

tragedy of the Iranian hostages ·was fresh in our minds; when 

around the world, especially in Afghanistan and Central America, 

Soviet expan~ionism proceeded unchecked; when our def~nses had 

declined dramatically; and some nations thought they could 

threaten or harm .the United States with impunity. 

We've changed this. We're trying to see to it that American 

citizens -- and it doesn't matter whether they are Navy pilots in 

• 



'!-~- ,.,,"!-,. 

;_•~.: '._ 

., ~.-.... 
~ ' :•· ~- .. 

Page 8 

the Gulf of Sidra or medical students in Grenada -- can no longer 

~e attacked or their lives endangered with impunity. 

[You know, Jean Kirkpatrick, our Ambassador to . the United 

Nations, has a wonderful story to explain how fundamental this 

reversal has been. She says that when she arrived at the United 

Nations someone asked what would be different about a Reagan 

Administration's foreign policy. 

Well, she said, "We've taken off our 'Kick Me' sign." 

She was asked: "Does that mean if you're kicked, you'll 

kick back." 

"Not necessarily," she replied, "but it does mean that if 

we're kicked, at least we won't apologize."] 

Yet, it goes beyond just self-defense. When I spoke to the 

British Parliament a year-and-a-half ago, I said our cause was 

human freedom; and so it has been: in Europe, in Lebannon, in 

Central America. We've tried to bring a new honesty and moral 

purposefulness to our foreign policy, to show we can be. candid 

about the essential differences between ourselves and others 

while still pursuing peace initiatives with them. 

As I have said before, the democracies have their own 

serious injustices to deal with, but this should not prevent us 

from making the crucial moral distinctions between pluralist 

systems which acknowledge their own wrongs and shortcomings and 

systems that excuse their defects in the name of totalitarian 

ideology. 

Our willingness to speak out on these distinctions is the 

moral center of our foreign policy. For us; human freedom is a 

first principle; not a bargaining chip. To fail to publicly 

.. 
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enunciate the differences between total ti tarian and d.emocratic 

systems of Government would be to . foresake . this moral high · 

ground. 

It's time we · realize that candor about tha Soviet Union . and 

its international activities, far from hindering the peace 

process, ultimately enhances it. History has shown that only 

when the Soviets realize their counterparts in negotiations have 

no illusions about their system and its intentions, do they 

settle down to serious negotiations. 

Peace remains our highest aspiration and that's why arms 

control isn't enough but arms reduction is our goal. But then, 

as I have tried to communicate to the people of the Soviet Union, 

would it not be better to do away with nuclear weapons entirely? 

I think our new realism about the Soviets is an important means 

to this end. Just as important, it rees tablishes the basis of 

that broad foreign policy consensus that existed _ in the 

pre-Vietnam era when we understood the moral imperatives of 

defending freedom and the importance of taking totalitarian 

powers seriously. 

You know, I've heard mentioned an observation by a 

distinguished French intelle_ctual, Jean Francois Ravel, on this 

point. Mr. Ravel points out that some people are embarassed to 

call the struggle between democracy and totalitarianism · by its 

own name and prefer euphemisms like the "competition between East 

and West" or "the str~ggle between superpowers," as if the 

superpowers were politically and morally equivalent. 

And here I want to point out that the political revolutions 

we've seen in America in domestic and international policy are 

• 
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only a reflection of a deeper trend; a trend that directly 

·concerns the world you have been part of here at Eureka, . the 

world of ideas. 

There has been a dramatic turnabout among th~ intellectuals. 

For most of my adult life, the intellegentsia has been entranced 

and enamored with the idea of state power, the notion that enough 

centralized authority concentrated in the hands of the 

right-minded people can reform mankind and usher in a brave new 

world. I remember one member of the Roosevelt administration 

writing on the commonly-held view of his day that all societies 

were moving towards some form of communism. 

Yet we know now that the trend in America and the 

democracies has been just the other. way. In the political world, 

the cult of the state is dying; so too the romance of the 

intellectual with state power is over. Indeed the excitement and 

energy in the intellectual world is focused these days on the 

concerns of human freedom, on the importance of transcendent and 

enduring values. 

In economics, for example, as the recent Nobel Prizes to 

Fredrick von Hayek, Milton Friedman, and George Stigler attest, 

the free market is again becoming the focal point. In political 

philosophy, a whole generation of intelle_ctuals led especially by 

Frenc~ thinkers like Ravel, Jean Marie Benoit, and Guy Sorman are 

rejecting the old cliches about state power and rediscovering the 

danger such power poses to personal freedom. Russian 

intellectuals, ranging from majestic figures likes Alexander 

·. Solzhenitsyn to noble crusaders like Vladimir Bukovsky have 
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brought new attention to the horrors of ~otalitarian rule and to 

the spiritual desert that is communism. 

He-re in America, this - revolution has been spearheaded for 

30 years by intellectual presences like William F . . Buckley's 

National Review. It's been supplemented recently by what's 

called the "neo-copservative" revolution led by Irving Kristal, 

Midge Deeter, Norman Podhoretz, and others. 

In many ways this counterrevolution of ·the intellectuals was 

predated by one of the most vivid events of my time, ·an event 

whose meaning is echoed in today's disenchantment with communism. 

It involved, coincidentally, an editor of Time Magazine, 

Whittaker Chambers, who in public testimony in 1948 named former 

high U.S. Government officials as spys. He was not believed at 

first, but the inexorable power of the truth was slowly felt and 

overwhelming evidence led a jury to convict one of those former 

officials, Alger Hiss, of perjury. 

In Chambers' autobiography, Witness, he added a sequel: 

Chambers marked the beginning of his personal journey away from 

communism on the day he was suddenly struck by the sight of his 

infant daughter's ear; when he realized that such intricacy, such 

design, such precision could be. no accident; he said he felt at 

that moment as though the hand . of God had reached down to touch 

him. 

That is why Chambers would write that, ·faith not economics, 

is the central proble~ of our age and "that the crisis of the 

~estern world exists to the degree in which it is indifferent to 

God." The western world does not know it, but it already 

possesses the the answer to this problem, he said, but only 

• 
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provided that its "faith in God and the freedom he enjoins" is as 

great as communism's belief in material power. 

Chambers' story represents a generation's disenchantment 

with statism and its return to eternal truths and fundamental 

values. And if there is one thought I would 1 eave with you today 
~ . ,. 

it is this: For all the momentous change of the last 50 years, 
f 

it is still the great civilized truths -- values of family, work, 

neighborhood, and religion -- that fuel America's technological 

and material progress and put the spark to our enduring passion 

for freedom. 

We are lucky to live in a time when these traditional values 

and faith in the future, this sense of hope, has been reawakened 

in our country. Yet we have so much more to achieve: from 

assuring continued economic growth, to developing space -

America's next frontier, to keeping the peace and extending the 

borders of freedom. You in this room can play a personal part in 

these next chapters of human progress. 

Now I know you have a sense of excitement about all of this 

and that's why it strikes me as odd that some people say today 

that college students are too conservative. I think the truth is -

that you've discovered early_ in. life what it took another -great 

American writer, Scott Fitzgerald, many tumultous years to 

discover. Toward the end of his life, he would write to his 

daughter in college about the importance of what he called the 

"fundamental decencie~~" 

''My generation of radicals and breakers down," he said, 

~never found anything to take the place of the old virtues of 

work and courage and the old giaces of courtesy and politeness." 

• 
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I hope you'll remember that, and something else F. Scott 

ritzgerald once said -- - that America is "a willingness of the 

heart." In the past half century, America has had its flirtation 

with statism but we are returning now to our roots: limited 

Government, the defense of freedom, faith in the future and in 

our God. With these values as guides, the future can be even 

more breathtaking than the last 50 years because it will hold out 

not only the promise of sweeping improvements in mankind's 

material conditions but progress in the spiritual and moral realm 

as well. And that's why I hope that 50 years from now, should 

Time Magazine ask you for your r~flections, you'll be able to 

recall an era exciting beyond all of your your dreams. Believe 

me, there are great days ahead for you, for America, and for the 

cause of human freedom. 

Thank you very much, God bless you and may God bless Eureka. 

-
"' 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TIME MAGAZINE PROGRAM AT EUREKA COLLEGE 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1984 

This has been a day that Neil and I will long remember, a 

day of warmth and memory, a day when · the good things that have 

happened in our lives all seem very close and real again. 

We've just come from Dixon where I attended my biggest 

birthday party ever. I had what every man who has 73 candles on 

his birthday cake needs around him: a large group of friends and 

a working sprinkler system. And now we're here for Eureka's 

birthday. Legend has it that after Ben Major led a wagon train 

here, he sunk an axe into the first tree he felled and said, 

"Here, we'll build our school." That was more than 129 years ago 

and just to end any speculation going on among the 

undergraduates: No, I was not part of the original wagon train. 

It is always wonderful to return to Eureka. People ask me 

if looking back at my college years, I can remember any inkling 

that I would someday run for president. Actually, the thought 

first struck me on graduation day when the president of the 

college handed me my diploma and asked: 

today than you were 4 years ago?" 

"Are you better off 

Besides being wonderful, coming back to Eureka is also a · 

great temptation. Sitting in a college audience can sometimes be 

dangerous duty -- .something about your youthfulness and the 

bright, fresh hope it symbolizes makes guest speakers like myself 

very free with their reminiscences and very reluctant to sit 

down. And I guess you've heard that I like to tell an anecdote 

or two. 
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I do promise to be brief today; but I don't want to miss 

this opportunity to share with you some thoughts on the changes 

that have happened to America in the 50 years since I left this 

campus. And to offer too, some thoughts on how we can shape 

those chariges to serve the cause of human f r eedom -- to inspire, 

not burden, those who come after us. 

I can't think of a better occasion for such reflections. In 

addition to Founder's Day here at Eureka, we're also marking the 

first in a series of speeches sponsored by Time Magazine to 

commemorate its 60th anniversary. For 60 years, Time has lived 

up to what Henry Luce and Briton Hadden envisioned when they 

founded the magazine in 1923: a weekly digest of news put 

together with much more care and perspe ctive than is usually 

possible under the deadline pressure of daily journalism. 

Well, if it's important for news organizations like Time to 

keep in mind the value of perspective, you can imagine how 

important it is for those of us in public life to remember that 

proximity to daily events can be as much a handicap as an 

advantage in understanding their meaning. 

And that's what struck me when I was thinking about what I 

wanted to say here today: the ease, the unknowing grace with 

which my generation accepted technological and political changes 

that so radically transformed our world. 

In 1932, for example, I graduated from Eureka and landed a 

job in radio. Though I didn't realize it at the time I had 

become part of the communications revolution that was shrinking 

the dimensions of my world even more than radio's successor, 

television, would shrink your own. Already my generation's 
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sports idols, celebrities, newsmakers, and heroes had come in 

large measure from the world of radio. 

career choice. 

It seemed a perfect 

Yet if I had only stopped to think about it., I would have 

remembered boyhood days a few short years before when my friends 

and I followed our neighborhood genius around town trying to pick 

up radio signals with his jerry-rigged crystals, aerial and 

headphon~ Can you imagine our sense of wonder when, one Sunday 

afternoon, down by the river in Dixon, we heard the sounds of 

radio for the first time -- an orchestra playing over KDKA 

several hundred miles away in Pittsburgh? 

? 

Yet it took only a few years for that sense of wonder to 

dissolve. Radio which was heard in only 60,000 households in 

1922, was heard in almost 18.5 million households by 1932, when I 

graduated from college. 

By that time of course, the market had crashed, the 

depression years were upon us and over those radio sets, now 

sitting in every parlor and living room in the Nation, came the 

rich, reassuring tones of Franklin Roosevelt. All of us who 

lived through those years, can remember the drabness the 

depression brought, but we remember too how people pulled 

together -- that sense of community and shared values, that 

belief in American enterprise and democracy that saw us through. 

It was that ingrained American optimism, that sense of hope 

Franklin Roosevelt so brilliantly summoned and mobilized. 

It was a time of economic emergency, and there seemed a 

certain logic to arguments that the national Government should 

take on to itself new and sweeping prerogatives. In the grip of 
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that emergency, many of us could not see the enormous and 

oftentimes harmful political changes that this expanded role for 

the Government would bring. 

Once again, as I look back, the rapidity of that political 

change was· as astonishing as the change brought by technology. 

At the start of that era, 

; two-t 

was consuming a dime of 

oney was going to State 

and loc~g~vernments with only a guajter Jto Washington. Today, 
c..Q.Q J!Y.,.JJ._ ~~ 4~06-~*-: ' 

Government is collecting 31 c.ents fronyevery dollar and the 
~~ 

is completely two-thirds of that money 

now going to the Federal Government. 

So my generation was a bit surprised to realize that the 

Federal Government, called upon in an economic emergency, was 

becoming now an obstacle to economic progress. In addition to 

damaging the autonomy of local and State governments and usurping 

the rights of the people, the public sector had grown so large it 

was consuming our national wealth, discouraging energy and 

initiative and suffocating the spirit of enterprise and 

resourcefulness that had always been at the heart of America's 

economic miracle. 

In the depression years and their aftermath, we forgot that 

first, founding lesson of the American Republic: That without · 

proper restraints, Government the servant, becomes quickly 

Government the master. I call it an American lesson, but, 

actually it's much older: "The budget should be balanced, the 

treasury should be refilled, the public debt should be reduced, 

the arrogance of officialdom should be tempered and controlled," 

Cicero wrote in 1st century B.C. And since that time, many 
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nations that failed to heed the words of that wise Roman have 

been brought to their knees by governments that borrowed and 

taxed their citizens into servitude. 

But some peoples, like our Founding Fathers, revolted under 

such oppression. No one would understand better the danger of 

unchecked Government power than those men: "I am not a friend to 

a very energetic government. 

said. 

It is always oppressive," Jefferson 

I remember quoting a few of these warnings, long after I had 

left radio for films, television, and after dinner speeches. By 

that time, this reformed New Dealer could add one observation of 

his own: that a Government agency is the nearest thing to 

eternal life we'll ever see on this earth. Yet even as the 

decades of the SO's and 60's went by, and more Americans shared 

my concern, Government grew like topsy. In the 70s, Federal 

spending tripled, taxes doubled, and the national debt reached 

almost a trillion dollars. Government bureaus, _agencies, and 

employment rolls kept multiplying: It had become too easy for 

politicians to promise more to win more; to spend their way to 

election victories. 

Fortunately, that juggernaut of big Government has now been 

slowed. During the last 3 years, we've brought skyrocketing · · 

spending back to earth and reduced that enormous momentum towards 

big Government. It wasn't easy but measure the results by our 

ability to achieve what people once said was impossible: Federal 

spending growth has been cut by more than half; Government 

regulations have been cut by more than a quarter; and taxes on 

working Americans have actually been reduced and indexed to the 
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rate of inflation. 

more in purchasing 

A wor1~nJ.!amily earning $25,000 had s1Soo X 
power~ because we cut taxes and lowered 

the rate of inflation. 

Today economic recovery is in full swing. But I hope we can 

use these moments of reflection today to understand the hard 

lessons we've learned since the depression about the growth of 

Government. We need some basic reforms that will protect us 

against Government's all too powerful tendency to grow and grow. 

For one thing, it's time for the Federal Government, in the 

best Federalist tradition, to learn something from successful 

experiments in the State and local laboratories of governments. 

The evidence from those 43 States and many municipalities is 

overwhelming: The Executive Branch needs a powerful weapon to 

cut out porkbarreling and special interest expenditures buried in 

large, catch-all appropriation bills. It's time the Congress 

gave the President the authority to veto single-line items in the 

Federal budget. 

And, second, politicians at the national level must no 

longer be permitted to mortgage your future by running up higher 

and higher deficits. The time has come to force Government to 

live within its means; and I repeat my call today for making a 

balanced budget a constitutional requirement. 

And finally, our tax system is now a nightmare of tangled 

requirements and twisted priorities. The American people want 

and deserve a tax code that is fair, rewarding and simple enough 

to be understood by someone other than an army of greenshaded 

accountants and lawyers. 
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Now in addition to the technological revolution marked by 

the inventions like radio, and the political revolution brought 

on by the sweeping new scope of Federal power, there has been an 

additional development worth noting. That is the emergence of 

America's international role; our sudden designation as the 

champion of peace and human freedom in the struggle against 

totalitarianism. 

Thioughout World War II and most of the post-war era, there 

was broad public consensus on this point. Though the adversaries 

changed -- from Hitler to Stalin -- there was still basic 

agreement on the moral imperative of defending freedom and the 

self-evident differences between totalitarian and democratic 

Governments. 

But that broad consensus of the Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy 

years began to break down in the 60's and ?O's. Partly in 

response to the Vietnam tragedy, an era of paralyzing self-doubt 

ruled out just and legitimate uses of American power, even acts 

of self-defense. 

The consequences of America's retreat were not long in 

coming. All of you can remember a few years back when the 

tragedy of the Iranian hostages was fresh in our minds; when 

around the world, especially in Afghanistan and Central America, 

Soviet expansionism proceeded unchecked; when our defenses had 

declined dramatically; and some nations thought they could 

threaten or harm the United States with impunity. 

We've changed this. We're trying to see to it that American 

citizens -- and it doesn't matter whether they are Navy pilots in 
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the Gulf of Sidra or medical students in Grenada -- can no longer 

be attacked or their lives endangered with impunity. 

[You know, Jean Kirkpatrick, our Ambassador to the United 

Nations, has a wonderful story to explain how fundamental this 

reversal has been. She says that when she arrived at the United 

Nations someone asked what would be different about a Reagan 

Administration's foreign policy. 

Well, she said, "We've taken off our 'Kick Me' sign." 

She was asked: "Does that mean if you're kicked, you'll 

kick back." 

"Not necessarily," she replied, "but it does mean that if 

we're kicked, at . least we won't apologize.") 

Yet, it goes beyond just self-defense. When I spoke to the 

British Parliament a year-and-a-half ago, I said our cause was 

human freedom; and so it has been: in Europe, in Lebannon, in 

Central America. We've tried to bring a new honesty and moral 

purposefulness to our foreign policy, to show we can be candid 

about the essential differences between ourselves and others 

while still pur5uing peace initiatives with them. 

As I have said before, the democracies have their own 

serious injustices to deal with, but this should not prevent us 

from making the crucial moral distinctions between pluralist 

systems which acknowledge their own wrongs and shortcomings and 

systems that excuse their defects in the name of totalitarian 

ideology. 

Our willingness to speak out on these distinctions is the 

moral center of our foreign policy. For us, human freedom is a 

first principle; not a bargaining chip. To fail to publicly 
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enunciate the differences between totalitarian and democratic cl., ~ 
systems o·f Government would be to foresa e this moral high ~.fl_ · 
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the Soviet Union and ~~~~ It's time we realize that candor abou 

its international activities, far ring the peace 

process, ultimately enhances it. History ha shown that only 

when the Soviets realize their counterparts in negotiations have 

no illusions about their system and its 

settle down to serious negotiations. 

Peace remains our highest aspiration and thats why arms 

control isn't enough but arms reduction is our goal. I_ ~ I think 

our new realism about the Soviets is an important means to this 

end. Just as important, it reestablishes the basis of that broad 

foreign policy consensus that existed in the pre-Vietnam era when 

we understood the moral imperatives of defe nding fr eedom and the 

importance of taking totalitarian powers seriously. 

You know, I've heard mentioned an observation by a 

distinguished French intellectual, Jean Francois Ravel, on this 

point. Mr. Ravel points out that some people are embarassed to 

call the struggle between democracy and totalitarianism by its 

own name and prefer euphemisms like the "competition between East 

and West" or "the struggle between superpowers," as if the 

superpowers were politically and morally equivalent. 

And here I want to point out that the political revolutions 

we've seen in America in domestic and international policy are 

only a reflection of a deeper trend; a trend that directly 

concerns the world you have been part of here at Eureka, the 

world of ideas. 
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There has been a dramatic turnabout among the intellectuals. 

For most of my adult life, the intellegentsia has been entranced 

and enamored with the idea of state power, the notion that enough 

centralized authority concentrated in the hands of the 

right-minded people can reform mankind and usher in a brave new 

world. I remember one member of the Roosevelt administration 

writing on - the commonly-held view of his day that all societies 

were moving towards some form of communism. 

Yet we know now that the trend in America and the 

democracies has been just the other way. In the political world, 

the cult of the state is dying; so too the romance of the 

intellectual with state power is over. Indeed the excitement and 

energy in the intellectual world is focused these days on the 

concerns of human freedom, on the importance of transcendent and 

enduring values. 

In economics, for e~ample, as the recent Nobel Prizes to 
--~ ~~~~ 

Fredrick von Hayekfa-nd .. Milton FriedrnanAattest, the free market is 

again becoming the focal point. In political philosophy, a whole 

generation of intellectuals led especially by French thinkers 

like Ravel, Jean Marie Benoit, and Guy Sorman are rejecting the 

old cliches about state power and rediscovering the danger such 

power poses to personal freedom. Russian intellectuals, ranging 

from majestic figures likes Alexander Solzhenitsyn to noble 

crusaders like Vladimir Bukovsky have brought new attention to 

the horrors of totalitarian rule and to the spiritual desert that 

is- communism. 

Here in America, this revolution has been spearheaded for 

30 years by intellectual presences like William F. Buckley's 
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National Review. It's been supplemented recently by .what's 

called the "neo-conservative" revolution led by Irving Kristel, 

Midge Deeter, Norman Podhoretz, and others . 

In many ways this counterrevolution of the intellectuals was 

predated by one of the most vivid events of my time, an event 

whose meaning is echoed in today's disenchantment with communism. 

It involved, coincidentally, an editor of Time Magazine, 

Whittaker Chambers, who in public testimony in 1948 named former 

high U.S. Government officials as spys. He was not believed at 

first, but the inexorable power of the truth was slowly felt and 

overwhelming evidence led a jury to convict one of those former 

officials, Alger Hiss, of perjury. 

In Chambers' autobiography, Witness, he added a sequel: 

Chambers marked the beginning of his personal journey away from 

communism on the day he was suddenly struck by the sight of his 

infant daughter's ear; when he realized that such intricacy, such 

design, such precision could be no accident; he said he felt at 

that moment as though the hand of God had reached down to touch 

him. 

That is why Chambers would write that, faith not economics, 

is the central problem of our age and "that the crisis of the 

western world exists to the degree in which it is indifferent ·to 

God." The western world does not know it, but it already 

possesses the the answer to this problem, he said, but only 

provided that its "faith in God and the freedom he enjoins" is as w ' . -I- , r, ~ . . . v--.~ . . 
great as communism's 1n J.ts :1azn&i ef Co.a . 

Chambers' story represents a generation's disenchantment 

with statism and its return to eternal truths and fundamental 
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values. And if there is one thought I would leave with you today 

it is this: For all the momentous change of the last 50 years, 

it is still the great civilized truths -- values of family, work, 
, 

neighborhood, and religion -- that fuel America's technological 

and material progress and put the spark to our enduring passion 

for freedom. 

We are lucky to live in a time when these traditional values 

and faith in the future, this sense of hope, has been reawakened 

in our country. Yet we have so much more to achieve: from 

assuring continued economic growth, to developing space -

America's next fron_tier,, to k_eeping th~} a':'.1 extending ~tJ., 
bprders of free~m. Yr- v--tf.y ?~~ "· ~1 Eft!: 
l,,v-. '~v.:C ,bo::¥ t:o j 6 s ;. I I ~t ~ ~ ~~ 

Now I know you have a sense of excitement about a 1 of this 

and that's why it strikes me as odd that some people say today 

that college students are too conservative. I think the truth is 

that you've discovered early in life what it took another great 

American writer, Scott Fitzgerald, many tumultous years to 

discover. Toward the end of his life, he would write to his 

daughter in college about the importance of what he called the 

"fundamental decencies." 

"My generation of radicals and breakers down," he said, 

"never found anything to take the place of the old virtues of .· 

work and courage and the old graces of courtesy and politeness." 

I hope you'll remember that, and something else F. Scott 

Fitzgerald once said -- that America is "a willingness of the 

heart." In the past half century, America has had its flirtation 

with statism but we are returning now to our roots: limited 

Government, the defense of freedom, faith in the future and in 



Page 13 
-
our God. With these values as guides, the future can be even 

more breathtaking than the . last~SO years because it will hold out 

not only the p~omise of...£~improvements in mankind's 

material conditions but progress in the spiritual and moral realm 

as · well. And that's why I hope that · 50 years from now, should 

Time Magazine ask you for your reflections, you'll be able to 

recall an era exciting beyond all of your your dreams. Believe 

~ there are great days ahead for you, for America, and for the 

cause of human freedom. 

Thank you very much, God bless you and may God bless Eureka. 




