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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: March 28, 1984

TO: FRANK DONATELLI

FROM:  LINAS KOJELIS W '

Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison
Room 438 OEOB, Ext. 2741

FYI

For Your Review

Please Return By COB today

O® ™ O

Comments

Frank, we have also received some
inquiries from Congressional offices
regarding the status of this briefing.



DRAFT

March 28, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR SARGEANT BILL DAVIS, APPOINTMENT CENTER,
ROOM 060

FRCOM: LINAS KOJELIS, ASSOCIATE DIRECTCR, OPL,

SUBJECT: Possible Confrontation at White House, March
30, 1984

This memorandum is to inform you of a possible confron-
tation which may occur at the 17th Street entrance of
the ‘Executive Office Building on Friday, March 30,
1984, '

Mr. Michael O'Finn, representing the Irish American
Unity Conference, had requested an official briefing on
U.S. policy toward Ireland, the U.K. and Northern
Ireland. A briefing has been scheduled for 4:00 p.m.
on Friday, March 30 at the Department of State (copy of
letter of confirmation attached).

Unfortunately, Mr. O'Finn and his associates are
insisting on a briefing at the White House (copy of Mr.
O'Finn's letter of March 27 attached). It is my
understanding that Mr. O'Finn and his delegation of 86
will arrive at the White House at 4:00 p.m. this Friday
and will request entry into the building. You should
be aware that no briefing for the Irish American Unity
Conference has been scheduled at the White House.

Please feel free to contact me at x2741 should you
require further information.

DRAFT



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 23, 1984

Dear Mr. O'Finn:

Thank you for contacting this office with your request
for a briefing for the Irish American Unity Conference

on U.S. policy on Northern Ireland on the afternoon of
March 30.

As I informed you cover the phone, we have made arrange-
ments for a briefing for 75 of your members at 4:00
p.m., on Friday, March 30 at the Department of State.
The briefing will be given by Mr. Martin Wenick,
Director, Office of Northern Eurcpean Affairs and Mr.
Michael Barry, Desk Officer for Ireland. Your members
should arrive at the "C" Street Entrance of the State
Department no later than 3:45 p.m.

If you are not able to attend, please call Mr. Barry at
(202)632-1194 so that he may cancel the arrangements.

Sincerely,

k- {C;ngV{i;‘
inas Kojeli

Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison

Mr. Michael O'Finn

Irish American Unity Conference
143 Dreyel

Lansdowne, PA 19050
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR RELEASE AT CONCLUSION OF LUNCHEON
FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 1984

TEXT OF A TOAST BY THE PRESIDENT

I want to say how delighted Nancy and I are to have you and Mrs.
Fitzgerald here today, Mr. Prime Minister. I know you've been to
America a good deal and you are well acquainted with us. But we
are very proud that you could be our guest on your first visit
here as Prime Minister.

And we're especially happy to have you visiting at such an
appropriate moment. Tomorrow is a great day in America, a day of
bagpipes and shamrocks, a day when everyone is Irish or, as the
saying has it, wishes they were.

In the United States, especially, the impact of the Emerald Isle
on our culture and history is enormous. America is today,
because of the Irish, a richer, brighter, freer, and, yes, a bit
noisier country than it otherwise would have been. Virtually all
Americans feel a surge of pride when they hear expressions like
the "Fighting 69th," or the "Fighting Irish of Notre Dame." So
many of our great public figures are of Irish ancestry -- from
the man considered by many as.the father of the American Navy,
John Barry; to our first heavyweight champion, John L. Sullivan;
to the great tenor, John McCormack; to a couple of Presidents of
the United States and even to the current Speaker of the House.

I think there is one point on which the Speaker, Senator Kennedy,
myself and the other Irish American leaders here are united: Our
admiration for the efforts you are making to bring peace and
stability to Ireland. We support your personal mission in
America to end the tragically misguided support of some here for
terrorist elements in Northern Ireland.

Mr. Prime Minister, I've been told by one of your countrymen that
the Reagan family line goes back as far as - e great 11th century
warrior king, Brian Boru. If true, I'm exceedingly proud. But,
perhaps like vou, I sometimes wonder what our brave ancestors --
those who fought so gallantly over so many centuries against such
heopeless odds —-- what they weould sayv about the valor of people
who commit acts of viclence and prey on the innoccnt, sometimes
raiming and killind women and children.

Your words have been very direct on this point, Mr. Prime

Minister. You have reminded those in this country who provide
assistance to Northern Ireland's terrorists that they are
assisting in violence and murder. Let me assure you that the

vast majority of Irish Americans join you today in condemning
support for those who preach hatred and practice violence in
Ireland.

But there is another part of your mission to America, which is
perhaps more fitting to today's festive atmosphere and more
important over the long run. That is the message of hope that
you bring us. We are expecially heartened by your own efforts,
as well as your colleagues' in the New Ireland Forum and the
British Government, to seek a democratic and peaceful
reconciliation of Ireland's diverse traditions. As we know, the
high-level dialogue between Ireland and Britain has becen renewed,
and the groups promoting reconciliation and economic cooperation
-- groups like Cooperation Ireland -- are also bearing fruit.
For our part, we shall continue to encourage American firms to
invest in Ireland North and South, in ways which promote
prosperity for both traditions.

-more-



Some time ago a former American ambassador told me of a weekend
retreat, where politicians from the various Irish traditions met
together for a frank discussion of the differences that separated
them. It was a good weekend. Those who had never talked of such
matters before were able to speak and listen to each other in a
spirit of understanding. - On the bus back home, they laughed and
sang songs. The spirit of friendship bloomed. But when they got
off the bus, the spirit somehow seemed to evaporate. After
hearing this story, I told our ambassador to take them a message,
and I think it bears repeating.

Mr. Prime Minister, I express your sentiments and those of our
own people, and of the people of both parts of Ireland, when we
say to all those who struggle with the problem of peace in
Ireland: "Please get back on the bus."

The hope and prayers of the American people go with you. Peace
and good cheer have never left Irish hearts -- and so we look to
days of peace and harmony  to come, when every day we may say what
is said on St. Patrick's Day:

"0 Ireland, isn't it grand you look --

like a bride in her rich adornin'?

and with all the pent-up love of my ‘4
heart

I bid you top of the mornin'."

Now, may I ask all of you here to join me in a toast to our
friends, Prime Minister Fitzgerald and Mrs. Fitzgerald, and to
the warmest and best of friendships, Ireland and the United
States.

# % &



STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
ST. PATRICK'S DAY, 1983

For those of us whose ancestors come from Ireland and for those
of us who share the spirit of Irish humor, hard work and
spiritual faith, St. Patrick's Day is a time of grateful
celebration and much happiness.

Today is a time to honor and celebrate the enormous contribution
to American life made by Irish immigrants. As frontiersmen in
the American colonies and citizen soldiers in Washington's army
they helped found our republic. Their ingenuity and effort
built our economy, added to our spiritual values and enriched
our literature. Their humor enriches life's happy moments and
makes life's setbacks more bearable.

And yet our joy is tempered by the tragedy that divides neighbor
from neighbor in Northern Ireland. We deeply regret that some
would use this day to enlist support for more violence and
conflict on that small island which is so much in our heartsi
today. We cannot remain indifferent to the tragedy that wx
confronts the people of Northern Ireland and which affects the
Republic of Ireland, Britain and their friends in the United
States. Those who advocate or engage in violence and terrorism
should find no welcome in the United States.

We condemn all such acts and oppose the forces of discord in
Northern Ireland, which obstruct the process of reconciliation
so essential for peace. We ask all Americans to refrain from
supporting, with financial or other aid, organizations involved
directly or indirectly in perpetuating violence. And we urge
that those Americans--and there are many--who wish to help, lend
their support and contributions to legitimate groups and
organizations which work to promote reconciliation and economic
cooperation.

The United States Government continues to take specific actions
to hasten an end to this violence and discord by:

-- Discouraging Americans from contributing to organizations
engaged in violence.

- Arresting and prosecuting those engaged in the illegal
export of arms to those groups.

- Confiscating weapons intended for terrorists. ¢
Next to peace and reconciliation, Northern Ireland's greatest
need is for jobs to bring hope and opportunity to all its
people, especially the young. American companies which have
invested in Northern Ireland already employ a significant
percentage of its industrial work force, making‘'a real
contribution to its well-being. This administration will
continue to encourage private investment and the creation of
more job opportunities in both Northern Ireland and the
Republic.



We recognize that it is not for the United States to chart a
course for the people of Northern Ireland, but we do have an
obligation to urge our long-time friends in that part of the
world to seek reconciliation between the two traditions in
Northern Ireland and accommodation through democratic means.
Durable, equitable solutions and peace cannot be imposed by
outsiders, however well meaning. Our role, accordingly, is to
support efforts by the people and governments directly involved.

So on St. Patrick's Day 1983 let us all celebrate our Irish
heritage in fine style. But let us also remember those in
Northern Ireland for which 1983 is one more year of terrorism
and dim economic prospects--and let us rededicate ourselves to
helping to bring these twin evils to an end.

At
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HE American view of Ulster’s

- trouhles exasperates the

" British, but nonetheless they
endorse its most important
aspect. According to the current
wisdom of respectable! British
politicians, journalists, and much
public opinion, the Provisional
IRA and the INLA ‘are
simply. arms of traditional Irish
pationalism, part of the * age-old
problem ” created by English
oppression .of the angry tribes
whp wish to be rid of the Crown.
" From this premise flaws a con-
ditioned mental reflex: ‘to solve
the problem, we must split the

| Britannic apd  Hihernian islands

apart at last, ier (rewana ng “rum-
fied.” Having thus achieved their
goa}, the terrorists are hound to
vanish info the poljtical, middle
distance and cause .np ‘' mare
trouble for anyone. "

This ° amazingly ' blockheaded
assumption skims over a number
of factors, some historical, some
contemporary. The first is the
historical pedigree' and real con-
stituency of these .cabals. -From
their very beginnings — not 809
years ago when the Normans went
to Leinster, but in the late 1790s
- violent ‘Repuhlican cults have
never been more than a small self-
conscioys élite among nationalists.
They have also tended to look
abroad rather than to Ireland it-
self for sustenance and political
models.

Theobald Wolfe Tone and his
colleagues were buoyed up by
French Jacobinism and depended
upon the supnort of French arms.
When. this failed, their revolt, with
almost no:cogent backing at grass
roots level, foundered in & morass
of .sectavian. slayghter which
negated Tape’s dream of an Irish
nation.' ’ 2 ’

When more recent’ pracursors
of today’s terrorists drew together
in the 19th century they were un-
concerned either with democracy
or popular support, standing as
they .did outside the mainstream
of TIrish nationalism. Their aim, |
not shared by general nationalist
sentiment, was to sever all ties
with the Crown; the means to this
end was to he violent insurrection,
led by an élite who were ruled by

{a “provisiong]” dictator.

. * tod

MHIS protofascist approach was
given ideological edge by the
blood-gnd-soil rhetoric of Patrick'
Pearse, plus a false and racist
myth .of an .800-year-old struggle

1 against “Saxon® ipvaders by a

racially distinct *Celtic people”
(which does not exist) to restore
an_ *ancient Irish nation” (which
never existed). The vague popular
appeal of this in Ireland was
given backing and force by acti-
vists in the real Republican -con-
stituency, which didbgmj still doeg
lie not in Ireldnd’ but across the
Atlantie in the community of
Americans. descended from Irish
immigrapis.

Oncg  Jgish™ nationhood  was

[Irish Republicanism under the
P Tyt 2‘3 - ‘ . ' o
hammer and sickle

achieved, it had fundamentally
British political institutions. These
left no legitimate public niche for
the successors to Wolfe Tone's
violent Jacobin tradition. >
underground existence of the
IR A was sustaiged by an irreden-
tism .focused on Ulster and the
sullen, illtreated Catholic mina-
rity there. .

At the end of the '60s Repub-
licans in Ulster tried to repeat
the strategy which 'had won the
war for independence in the
South: ' provocation of Crown
‘forces. into. reprisals which would
so affect 'public ' opinion thag
Ulster’s tie to the United Kingdom
would be brok-eq. Despite a few
puhlin.malations’, popups like the
riot at Burntollet Bridge,” Blondy

; Fr s

The true nature of IR A
politics may still shock
American liberalism even
after itg Nicq.;quua‘g and
Cuban migjudgments, says

"HERB GREER

Sunday a ' others, this gambit
was frust._.ed, first by the dis-
ciplined intervention of the Bri-
tish Army and then by direct
rule. A latter-day mass retread
of Terence McSwiney’s famous
hunger-strike was no more suc-
cessful, ‘

Meanwhile - the protofascist
Jacobins had mutated into a radi-
cally Leftwing version, the
Provigional IR A and the TNL A;
both are committed only inciden-
tally to a umited Ireland. Their
strongest loyalty is not to a nation
but to a system—the Soviet-
backed Left-wing fascism of the
Third World, matching that of
satellite regimes like Cuba and
Nicaragua.

The terrorist paolicy is clear:
first, the expulsion of Ulster from

the United Kingdom; second, ex--

ploitation of the consequent un-
rest and economic chaos to
destabilise Ireland and destroy
the present system of government
there; third, the imposition of a
centralised single-party dictator-
ship rather like that which exist§
today, in Nicaragua. This is to be
achieved by the traditional tech-
niques of assassipation, random
bambing, and the torture and
mutilation of -dissenters in the
nationalist community.

Some think Ireland’s Catholic-
ism would make this impossible;
but the record of the Church 1
preventing such coups is nil. 1n
Nicaragua the GCatholic clergy
actually tdke part in the govern-
ment, and important figures in
the Irish heirarchy have openly
expressed .sympathy far the aims
of the terrorists.

e ¥ . - BN

The *

— hatten or the Harrods bombing

people of this island have never

v
pPeov
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Neither the British nor the
Americans take terrorist policy
seriously, but for different reasons.
The Lef*+ying nature of the Provos

and 1 INLA is carefully
screened from the mass of their
Americen supporters, who, are

among the most virulently anti-
Communist elements in the United
States. '

The image which courts their
assistance -is that of the simple
freedom-fighter waging an 800-
year-old “war  of liberation” to,
unite Ireland. Strong emotional
commitment to this goal blocks
out information:on the ideology
and. further plans of the “lihera-
tors.’% When offered. the facts
are dismissed as British propa-
ganda, Now and thep an atrocity
like the murder of Earl Mount-

cracks the facade, but Noraid and
its cognates have had fair success
in papering over these cracks.

The British case is more danger-
ous, because jt rests on attitudes
which are less ad hoe, more cultur-
ally ingrained. In this country the
Irish are quietly despised, much as
Latin Americans are despised by
North American gringos. Under
the American liberal imperative to

keep hands off “poor little Nica- |.

ragua ” lies a3 contemptuous belief
that nothing those volatile, scat-
terbrained, disorganised Latins do
could possibly hatm the huge,
supegior (and white) United States.
It is conveniently forgotten' that
the volatile dictator of “ poor little
Cuba ” brought us closer than we
have ever been to gll-out nuclear
war. o,
*

"A PART from certain segments of

the Labour party who would be
delighted to see a Left-wing fascist
takeover in Ireland, too many of
the British respond to the pros-
pect thus: maybe the four-billion-
pound burden of Ulster, plus those
feroocious armed Protestants, will
destabilise Ireland. So what?
We're fed up with the Irish, North
and Soquth. They and their country
would be, thank God, none of our
business any more. A Provo-
INL A government there couldn’t
hurt us; the Irish are too volatile,
too scatterbrained, too disorgani-
sed, they're a lot of paddywhaok
clowns. Let them go, have done
‘with them. If they do get the
Provos they 'probably deserve
them anyhow. Who cares what
happens over there?,

It has been the constant curse
of ‘Anglo-Irish affairs that the

cared enough either about what
happens over there or about the
political ideas which helped it hap-
pen. This indifference Has led to
some extremely ugly surprises
before now; if it enables these ter-
rorists to break the British resolve
at last, then not only Britain but
Europe and the United States may
be in for the ugliest surprise of all:
at best, forced involvement in an
Irish civil war; at worst a radical
Left-wing satellite smack in the
middle of the Western Alliance.
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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

EMBARGOED UNTIL:
11 AM THURSDAY 15 MARCH

ADDRESS BY THE TAOISEACH, DR- GARRET FITZGERALD, T.D.,

TO JOINT MEETING OF CONGRESS, MARCH 15, 1984.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, distinguished members of the Congress of the
United States, with the Irish hospitality for which America is famous,
you have been good enough to invite me to address you in the week of
Saint Patrick - Feile Phadraig in the 1language of the Gael. On behalf
of the Irish people, close, as always, in feeling to their American
cousins, I thank you for this honour. ' )

This is the second time in eight years you have paid tribute in this way,
by hearing from this dais the Head of an Irish Government, in celebration
of the friendship and cousinship that binds our two peoples. The
tradition is a long one, going back over a century to the year 1880, when
you offered a platform to one of the first .people from outside the United
States ever permitted to address this Congress, the great Irish leader,
Charles Stewart Parnell.

I have said that we are cousins; our countries are linked by a special
relationship, not built on mutual calculations of interest, but on human
links of kinship and friendship: a unique relationship founded primarily
and profoundly on people. The family relationship between us extends to
44 million Irish Americans, -but in this week of each year, the whole
people of this great nation, our friends for 51 weeks in the year, become
our cousins in spirit as we honour together Ireland's national Saint.

One of the great characteristics of the American people has always been
your pride - your justified pride - in the achievements of the new nation
that you have forged over several centuries in the land to which your
forefathers came from the other continents of the world. That pride has
sustained you in many troubles, many trials, many tragedies. It 1is
founded on achievement and is sustained by an abiding faith in vyour
capacity to face any challenge, and by a spirit of generous optimism.

We in Ireland also take pride in our country and in the achievements of
our people. We are proud not only of the ancient origins of our race, of
the survival of our people through so many struggles and hardships, of
the cultural empire we have carved out in literature in the English
language complementing our own ancient Gaelic tradition: we. are proud
also of being a mother country, a people of 5 million in their own
island, but with tens of millions of children scattered throughout the
world, keeping fresh the memory of their homeland, most Jjubilantly on
this feast of Saint Patrick.

An ancient nation, we are a modern State., Modern in the sense that the

present Irish State took its place in the world community a bare sixty
years ago;: modern also in the sense that so much of our economic

/e
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development and specifically our industrialisation, is new, created in
recent decades, partly by our own native effort, but also in significant
measure by investment from outside our shores. Pre-eminently, this
exXternal investment has come from the United States. Allied to the
skills and dynamism of our youthful labour force, it has given us a place

in the new technology of our European continent that is quite
disproportionate to our size.

Our high technology industries - chemicals, electronics and, above all,
computers, are the source of a dynamism which, even in the absence of
export growth in other sectors, last year increased our total
manufactured exports by 14% in the midst of world recession - the highest
rate of export increase in Europe. Within twelve years during which two
major oil crises have stopped in its tracks world economic growth, we
have doubled our.share of the world market for manufactures.

An ancient nation, a modern State, and a youthful people: amongst all
the developed <countries of the world, Ireland has the youngest
population, almost one-third of our electorate being under 30. Within

barely two decades the number of our young people in their twenties has
virtually doubled.

There 1is, of course, another side to all this. Like so many other
developed countries we face today a serious employment problem - the more
acute because of our young population. The growth of our economy at
home, as in so many other countries, has been halted by the recession of
recent years - now perhaps coming to an end in response to the American
recovery. For many of our people these problems have 1loomed large,
seeming at times indeed to fill the horizon and to dim some of the hopes
that the achievements of recent decades had aroused.

And there is another problem, one which constantly overshadows us - and
has often touched us directly: the sombre tragedy of Northern Ireland.
There is hardly a family on either side of the divided community in the
North that has not known insecurity, suffering and all too often,
bereavement. This is a fact-that must be remembered by all those from
outside Northern Ireland who claim to apportion blame or to offer
simplistic solutions.

Locked into a corner of our small island, in a piece of territory a
hundred miles long and sixty miles across, live one-and-a-half million
people, drawn from two different Irish traditions: the ancient Gaelic,
Catholic tradition stretching back through several millenia, and the
Protestant tradition of those who settled from Britain in much of the
north-eastern corner of our island at the same time as compatriots of
theirs were settling on the eastern edge of this great continent. These
two traditions in Northern Ireland have maintained their distinct
identities through the centuries. Their 1loyalties face in two different
directions - the 40% Catholic nationalist minority looking south towards
their kinsmen in the Irish State, and the 60% majority looking instead
towards Britain, whence their ancestors came four centuries ago.

In passing I cannot help reflecting that here in the United States people

from these two separate Irish backgrounds have without difficulty given
their allegiance to a common flag and a single Constitution, while on

/oo



their home ground the clash of their identities has remained undiminished
by time. Thus has been created in Northern 1Ireland one of the most
complex political problems in the world today: complex in its intensity
and in the apparent irreconcilability of the two traditions within this
small piece of territory. But a problem which, nevertheless, 1is too
often viewed from outside in exceedingly simplistic terms; seen by all

too many as involving no more than the end of British rule in Northern
Irelang.

Would that this were indeed the only problem! Then the British and
ourselves could have solved it in agreement 1long ago. But the real
problem at the human level lies in the North itself - in the

inter-relationship between the two traditions within that divided
community.

Britain, with the responsibility for governing Northern Ireland, has not
hitherto addressed this problem with the combination of determination
and even-handedness that it requires. Nor has it given to it the
priority which, as a great human tragedy, it demands. Britain has,
moreover, hitherto seemed often to be preoccupied with the security

symptoms of the problem, at the expense of its fundamentally political
character.

But can we, for our part, in our Irish'ﬁtate - although we have had
neither direct responsibility nor opportunity to solve this problem -
truthfully say that we have done all in our power to understand and face
the realities of this tragedy? Have we sufficiently tried to reach out
with sympathy and undestanding to both sides in Northern Ireland?

The answer can only be that not one of us, in Britain or in Ireland, is
free of some measure of guilt for what has been happening in Northern
Ireland. None of us has a right to seek to shift the whole of the blame
on to others. Both the London and Dublin Governments have a duty now to
break out of ancient moulds and attitudes and to make the necessary
imaginative leap of understanding.

This moral obligation, to put Northern Ireland, its people, and their
interests first, imposes itself also, I believe, upon those in other
lands, such as this great United States of America, who are concerned, as
I know so many of you are concerned, with this problem. It is an
obligation that can be fulfilled only by the most resolute support for
peace and reconciliation amongst the people of Northern Ireland. It can
be fulfilled only by a corresponding rejection of - revulsion against -
the very idea of aid by way of money, or by way of weapons, or by way of
moral support, to any of those who are engaged in the acts of horrific
violence that are corrupting and destroying the 1life of a whole
community. And when I call for rejection of such "moral support", I
necessarily include the act of making common cause for any purpose,
however speciously well-meaning, with people who advocate, or condone,
the use of violence in Ireland for political ends.

Let me tell you, for a few brief moments how the democratically based
political parties of our State have been attempting, in conjunction with
the constitutional nationalists of the SDLP Party in the North, led by
John Hume, to take our responsibilities in seeking a resolution of this
tragic problem. These four parties wviz. the two parties in our
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Government (my own .Fine Gael Party and the Labour Party) together with
the Opposition Fianna Fail Party, and the SDLP in Northern Ireland have
between them been elected by the votes of 90% of the nationalist people
of the island of 1Ireland and consequently represent 70% of all its
inhabitants nationalist and unionist. For nine months past, our parties
- the parties which aspire to Irish unity achieved by peaceful means -
have been working together within the framework of a New Ireland Forum,
in search of ways of bringing peace and stability to Northern Ireland
and, indeed, to the whole island of Ireland. ‘

Week after week, the Forum has been in session. We four party leaders
have already met either in Committee together, or in conjunction with our
fellow-members in the Forum, no less than sixty-nine times - setting
aside our other differences and giving to this work our highest priority.

The Forum has been studying, and hearing personal evidence on,
submissions made to us by a wide range of people and groups. These have
included many that have been representative of aspects of the Protestant
and Unionist tradition of Northern Ireland.

Finally, we have been seeking to find together ways by which political
structures could be created in the future that would accommodate not only
our own nationalist tradition which aspires to 1Irish unity achieved
peacefully and by agreement, but also that of the union st community in
Northern Ireland.

It is our hope that we will find common ground amongst our four parties,
We hope that this common ground might provide a basis upon which the
Governments of Britain and Ireland, in conjunction with representatives
of both sides of the community in Northern 1Ireland, c¢ould eventually
construct a political solution. Such a solution would have to be one
that would reconcile the conflicting rights and identities of unionists
and nationalists: one that would render totally irrelevant those who are
seeking to impose their tyranny of violence on the people of our island.

What we of the constitutional Irish nationalist tradition are attempting
together 1is unique. It is our hope that it will find a response in
Britain. There are indications already that responsible opinion in that
neighbouring island has taken note of our initiative and is awaiting its
outcome with growing interest. When our task is completed it will 1in
turn be Britain's duty to do as we are doing; to review and revise its
approach to-the problem.

In thus telling you something of what the constitutional parties of
nationalist Ireland are currently engaged upon, and of our hopes of an
equally generous response from the British Government and political
parties, I am frankly seeking to engage your 1interest in, and your
commitment to, this process, which, we believe, offers a constructive
alternative - the only constructive alternative - to the violence and
terrorism in Northern Ireland.

I believe that you will be glad to hear a message of hope in respect of a
problem which many of you must have been tempted to write off as
insoluble. We know that in this Congress there are very many people
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whose affection for Ireland and concern for the welfare of our island and
its people are deep and strong. I know that in speaking here today I am
.speaking to friends of Ireland. We need the help and encouragement of
our friends.

America's voice in the world is a strong one. It is a voice that is
listened to. We call it in aid of our efforts, not in support of any
narrow sectional interest but in support of a generous attempt to resolve
once and for all the conflict of traditional identities in Ireland on a
basis that will secure the interests and concerns of both sections of the
community in the North - in recognition of .the equal validity of the two
Irish traditions. And we ask our friends in the United States that, in
the context of any agreement that might emerge from our present efforts,
to secure peace and stability in 1Ireland, they would support in a
practical way its implementation.

I have not come to the United States to speak only of this problem,
although you will readily understand that it looms foremost in my mind,
as it must in the mind of any Irishman who has political
responsibilities. We have other common interests to pursue with you, the
political 1leaders of the United States. When I meet your President
tomorrow I shall be speaking to him not alone of Northern Ireland but
also of other issues, including matters concerning the relationship
between the United States and the European Community, the Presidency of
which Ireland will be assuming for the third, time on lst July next.

When, in January 1975, 1Ireland first undertook that Presidential
responsibility in the Community, your Administration invited me as
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ireland to come to Washington to discuss
together the common concerns at that time of the United States and the
Community. This was, I think, the first full-scale consultation between
the European Community and the United States in a new process that had
been decided upon during the previous vyear. I was happy on that
occasion, to be able to play a part in bringing Europe and the United
States closer together.

On this wvisit I shall be engaged once again upon a similar task -
recognising that the common concerns of Europe and the United States are
matched also by divergent interests in certain areas of commerce ang
finance - as also by somewhat different perceptions of the political
situation in various parts of the world. It is well that together Europe
and America should seek to reconcile these divergent interests and
different perceptions, so far as we may be able to do so without doing
violence to the legitimate interests, and the principles, of each of the
partners in this relationship. -

Let me revert for a moment to a festive note appropriate to the joint
celebration of Saint Patrick's Day by our two peoples. I know that we
are two days ahead of time and such earliness is perhaps more an American
than a European characteristic, exemplified perhaps by your addiction to
breakfast television, and, as I have found to my cost, working
breakfasts! But I feel that no-one in the United States would object if
I propose that the celebration of Saint Patrick's Day this year be a
three-day affair, starting today, and culminating on Saturday - with
Sunday as a very necessary day of rest before we all return to our
humdrum daily activities next week!

* Kk * * * * *




Editorials

Toward a New Ireland

arrett FitzGerald, Taoiseach of the Republic of Ire-
land, will be visiting the United States this week, meet-

ing with the Irish-American communities in New York and

Washington and lunching in the White House with the na-
tion’s most prominent Irish-American. It has become some-
thing of a ritual for officials of the Dublin Government to
visit the United States in the week before St. Patrick’s Day,
and one part of their message has also become something of
aritual. As his predecessors and he have done on other occa-
sions, Dr. FitzGerald will urge Irish-Americans not to con-
tribute to organizations in this country that channel such
support to the paramilitary activities of the Irish Republican
Army.

It is a sound, if familiar, warning. However well-inten-
tioned, such support does not effectively advance the cause
of Irish unity, which can only be secured if peace and stabil-
ity are established in Ireland. The terrorist tactics of the
1L.R.A., who seek to gain by bombs what they have never
succeeded in winning by ballots, serve only to deepen the
divisions that must be overcome if Ireland is ever to be one
free nation. In the words of Cahal Daly, Bishop of Down
and Connor, ‘‘Violence must, after a cruel 15 years’ experi-
ence, be pronounced morally and politically bankrupt.”’

This year, though, Dr. FitzGerald will also bring a new
message, one that carries an unexpected measure of hope
that a peaceful solution to the crisis in Northern Ireland
may eventually be found. Since last May, all three major
political parties of the Republic of Ireland (Fine Gael, Fian-
na Fail and Labor) have been meeting with the nationalist
party of Northern Ireland (Social Democratic and Labor
Party) to explore the possibilities of new political structures
that could resolve the crisis of Northern Ireland. All four of
the parties involved are committed to the unification of the
six counties of the North with the rest of Ireland, but they
recognize that such a unification cannot be imposed on the
Unionist citizens of Northern Ireland by force. As Dr. Fitz-
Gerald has pointed out, at the heart of the conflict in
Northern Ireland is the existence of two identities: “‘the
Irish/ Irish sense of identity of the Nationalist minority and
the British/ Irish identity ofthe Unionist majority.”” The
challenge that confronts the New Ireland Forum, in Dr.
FitzGerald’s words, is to find ‘‘structures that would ac-
commodate both these senses of identity and thus secure
peace and stability.”

The dream of ‘a united Freland strikes deep emotional
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_weeks. If a proposal could be developed that was unani--

o

xesonanccs in the Irish consciousness, and it has provided a
powerful theme for politicians in Ireland and on the other

side of the Atlantic. It is a theme that can be cruelly ex-
»loited by those who are more impressed with its emotional .

ippeal to their constituents than they are concerned with
he pragmatic decisions that must be made in order to bring
hat dream closer to reality. The New Irelind Forum is sig-
nificant because it represents the first time that all four na-
tionalist political parties in Ireland have come together to
search for a consensus on what the shape of a *‘new Ire-
land’’ could be. They have invested considerable time and
energy in the process. Since last May, over 300 written sub-
missions have been discussed in lengthy hearings that have
ranged over the various constitutional, religious, economic
and ideological issues that complicate the journey to a uni-
fied Ireland. By all accounts, the hearings for the most part
have been characterized by a seriousness of purpose and a

candor that are rarely present in meetmgs of longstanding

political rivals.

The final report of the forum is expected within

mously supported by all four parties, who represent four
out of every five people on the entire island, it would obvi-
ously be a powerful rallying point for the Irish people and a
challenge to the British Government. Thus far, Britain’s
policy toward Northern Ireland has consisted of insisting
on the right of the Unionist majority to deterrnine their own
national identity, a perfectly valid principle in itself but

hardly a comprehensive view of the roots of the conflict’

there.

Unanimity concerning the forum’s conclusions may not
prove possible. Still, the report will review the different
constitutional options for a new Ireland—a unitary state, a
faderal Ireland or joint sovereignty with Britain over
Northern Ireland—in the hope that they could constitute

theragenda for talks between Britain and Ireland and; even-

tually, between the Nationalists and Unionists in Northern
Ireland. Whatever its final form, though, the report will fo-
cus on a ““new Ireland,’” one freed from the paralysis of the
past and the exhausted stalemate that keeps the children of
Ireland hostage to a legacy of hatred and bitterness. The fu-
ture cannot be surrendered to the myths of dmth it must
belong to the living. .
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FRIENDS OF IRELAND
ST. PATRICK'S DAY STATEMENT
MARCH 14, 1984

St. Patrick's Day 1984 arrives at a time of anticipation
for all in the United States who are friends of Ireland and who
seek progress toward a peaceful resolution of the conflict in
Northern Ireland.

It is true that savage acts of terror perpetrated in recent
months remind us of the never-ending violence that has been the
reality of life in Northern Ireland since 1969. Sectarian
slayings by paramilitary assassination sguads, the machine gunning
of a congregation at prayer, the bombing of Christmas shoppers
in London, the murder of public officials and elected representa-
tives, and other senseless assaults proclaim the festering
tragedy of Northern Ireland, where killing is no respecter of
frontiers. Once again, the violence crossed the border to the
Republic of Ireland, where the first Irish soldier ever was
slain by the Provisional IRA.

Time no longer takes the side of peace in Northern Ireland;
we are mindful of the words of Yeats that "Too long a sacrifice/
Can make a stone of the heart."

We unreservedly condemn the acts of violence on both sides;
we renew our urgent appeal to all Americans to renounce the path
of the bomb and the bullet and to reject the pleas of those who
seek by word or deed or dollar to promote or condone the cause
of violence.

Despite the killing and destruction, an emerging reality
of a different sort gives hope on this St. Patrick's Day to the
promise of a brighter future. We have been heartened by the
work of the New Ireland Forum, which convened in Dublin in
May 1983. Through the courageous and painstaking efforts of
nationalist political leaders, the Forum is developing new
approaches to dispel the underlying causes of the violence
and relieve the heavy burden borne by the Irish people in human
suffering and shattered hopes for progress and justice.

We urge all political leaders in Northern Ireland to review
the Forum's work with open minds and open hearts. We hope that
the report and recommendations of the Forum, soon to be issued,
will be the basis for a new beginning in Ireland and for genuine
progress toward peace and reconciliation. At this auspicious
time, as the participants of the Forum approach the end of
their deliberations, we wish them success in their historic
effort to conceive a future that fully protects the rights and
fairly reflects the aspirations of all the Irish people and each
of the communities in Northern Ireland.

We also welcome the resumption during the past year of
discussions on Northern Ireland between the Irish and British
Prime Ministers. We commend the growing recognition in Great
Britain that the problems of Northern Ireland cannot be met
by security measures alone, but require a long-term political
solution, acceptable to the Irish and British Governments and
to the people of Northern Ireland. We ask the British Govern-
ment to give urgent and continuing priority to Northern Ireland
in the coming vear and to consult more closely with the Irish
Government in the search for a solution. The work of the New
Ireland Forum is a timely opportunity for a new and broader-
based initiative to succeed.

The United States also has a role to play in facilitating
the essential process of reconciliation within Ireland and
between Britain and Ireland. We look forward to the visit this
week by the Prime Minister of Ireland, Dr. Garret FitzGerald,
his discussion with President Reagan, and his address to a joint
meeting of the Congress. We hope as well that President Reagan
will use the opportunity of his own visit to Ireland and Britain
in June to explore the many ways -- diplomatic, political, and
economic -- in which the United States can contribute to the.
search for peace.
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As Friends of Ireland in the Congress, we renew our support
for the great goal of Irish unity, and we pledge in the coming
year to continue our efforts for peace and reconciliation. We
intend to build on the relationships we have already developed
with Ireland's political leaders, both north and south, including
the links we have established with the Irish Parliament. We
are heartened by the support we have received from our colleagues
in Dublin whom we welcomed on their visit to America last July.
We look forward to productive new exchanges in the future.

Above all on this St. Patrick's Day, we reaffirm our
commitment to peace in Ireland and to a future in which all
the Irish people -- from both traditions and from north and

south -- will prosper and advance together.

The attainment of

this new Ireland is the worthy goal of all in the United States
who are trulyvfriends of Ireland.

United States Senate

Edward M. Kennedy
Daniel Patrick Moynihan
Christopher J. Dodd
Max Baucus

Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Jeff Bingaman

Bill Bradley

Robert C. Byrd

Dale Bumpers

Thad Cochran

- William 8. Cohen

Alan Cranston
John C. Danforth
Dennis DeConcini
Alan J. Dixon
Pete V. Domenici
David Durenberger
Thomas F. Eagleton
John Glenn

Gary Hart

Orrin G. Hatch
John Heinz

Ernest F. Hollings
Daniel K. Inouye
Frank R. Lautenberg
Paul Laxalt
Patrick J. Leahy
Carl Levin

Spark M. Matsunaga
John Melcher
Howard M. Metzenbaum
George J. Mitchell
Frank H. Murkowski
Claiborne Pell
William Proxmire
Dan Quayle
Jennings Randolph
Donald W. Riegle
Paul §. Sarbanes

. Jim Basser

Arlen Specter

Ted Stevens

Paul E. Tsongas
Lowell P. Weicker
Pete Wilson

House of Representatives

Thomas P. O'Neill Jr.
Thomas §. Foley
James M. Shannon
Joseph M. McDhade
Gary L. Ackerman
Frank Annunzio
Edward P. Boland
Don Bonker

Frederick C. Boucher
Silvio 0. Conte
Lawrence Coughlin
William J. Coyne

. Brian J. Donnelly

Thomas J. Downey
Richard J. Durbin
Bernard J. Dwyer
Roy Dyson

Joseph D. Early
Lane Evans :
Walter E. Fauntroy
Vic Fazio

Edward F. Feighan
Geraldine A. Ferraro
Edwin B. Forsythe
Barney Frank
William Frenzel
George W. Gekas
Sam-‘Gejdenson

Bill Green

Frank Harrison
Dennis Hertel
Frank Horton

James J. Howard
William J. Hughes
Mary Kaptur
Barbara B. Kennelly
Joe Kolter

Peter. H. Kostmayer
Robert J. Lagomarsinc
Mel Levine

Elliott H. Levitas
William O. Lipinski

" Edward R. Madigan

Edward J. Markey
Lynn Martin

Frank McCloskey
Matthew F. McHugh
Stewart B. McKinney
James F. McNulty, Jr.
Joseph G. Minish
Joe Moakley

Jim Moody

Bruce A. Morrison
Robert Mrazek
Austin J. Murphy
Henry J. Nowak
Mary Rose Oakar
Charles B. Rangel
Peter W. Rodino, Jr.
John F. Seiberling
Jim Slattery
Lawrence J. Smith
Samuel J. Stratton
Bob Traxler

Doug Walgren



lSeh 0

T
i
i
f

AT

A S

s

¥

r
%

E R
[y

Address by Bishop Cahal B. ,D;Iy, of
Down and Connor, for World Day of

v

(SO
1T is 17 years since Pope Paul
V1 cstablished fst. January as 2
day to be observed by Catholics
everywhere as 2 World Day of
Peace. Fach New Year's day
since then the Pope has ad-
dressed to Catholics and to all
men of good will a message of

ce.

pc;el on this 17th Werld Day
of Peace, war Tages in many
regions of the earth, We read

 daily about atrocities, whether

raled by guerrilla forces
grﬂll:yasecurity forces, and news
broadcasts are filied with
reports of violence and repres-
sion, outrage and revenge.
Here in Ireland, we look back
on 15 years of violence. The
world scems hgediess of the
Pope’s voice. Even here in
freland, some have hardened
their cars and their hearts to the
Pope’s repeated appeals.
o\':l the Holy Father does not
give up. Like the prophets of
the Old Testament, like St.

" Paul, he is determined to go on

teaching Christ's message of
Jove and peace, whether people
listen or whether they do not.

.

Peace.

L1
. v'_’}'tnv'—‘-.?; ~

s

“FROM A NEW HEART,
PEACE IS BORN"
Pope John Paul's message
for this year bears the title:

“From a new hearl, peace .is
born.’’ He says:

Bt is the “*heart,” of men that
must be repewed, in order
1o reénew _sysiems, in-
stitutions and methods.

The Pope’s message is a call
to conversion, This, he ex-
plains, is aiso a cdll to turn
away from_ the falpchood and

‘ propaganda ‘of Wviolence,
ta call to renounce the fic that
violefice is the way to jastice. It
is a call to return to the truth,
‘It is a question of renouncing
pwivlence, falsehood and hatred,
r'of becoming — in intentions,
+{eelings and whole conduct —a
fraternal deing, one who
recognises the dignity and the
needs of the other person, and

, seeks to cooperate with him or
. her in order to create 2 world of
. peace.’ .
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1t'is the duty of a Catholic worst éxcesses by strictly defi Civil
. . y surictly defin- 4 Cyvil War. They years
bishop 1o affirm and reaffim * ing what actions ina was other- | peen Manting e esaiony | ponenis were _ever _grven’
that truth, eep repeating wise just were morally admissi- the laws and-the peace-keeping ! anything fike a plausible man-
- call to conversion, We - ble, and what aciions were forces of the imﬁp- ﬁ date to speak for the Northern
smust insist on this message, ! morally forbidden in any kind o ‘

“whether it is popular or un-
popular, whether it is
misunderstood, distorted or
* misused for propaganda pur-
poses. A bishop may not fet
“»himsell be influenced by con-
sideration of political expedien-
1cy. The bishop remembers that
““He that judges him is the
yLord,” net opinion polis or
- electoral calculations.

MORAL EVIL OF
PARAMILITARY
VIOLENCE

The most immediate duty of
‘Bn Irish Catholic bishop at this
time must be to proclaim the
Jmoral evil of the campaign of
‘paramililary violence being
.waged in the name of
republicanism. It is people of
Catholic background who are
waging this campaign, It is
iCalholics who  provide
whatever support or sympathy
t enjoys. These are the people
-to whom a Catholic bishop is
.called by God to give moral
\ -and spiritual leadership,
. When, as Bishop of Down

_and Connor, | pronounce this ?

_campaign to be morally wrong
and unjustifiable, I am doing
. so with a repsonsibility and
' authority tp which God has
" called me. In doing so, ] am not
talking politics. I am talking
‘- religion, 1 am proclaiming
“ teaching that is binding on
‘- Cathelics. 1 appeal 1o
republican paramilitaries, I ap-
peal to them in -the name of
© Jesus Christ, whose servant '
and messanger ! am called to
be, to listen to this teaching. |
appeal to them to turn away
from violence and to develop
instead non-violent strategies
- for justice,

i appeal 10 young people
tempted to join paramilitary
movements. They should know
that they - are committing
themselves to gravely sinful
acts. Those who give!
assistance, cooperation, mfor-
mation, ‘safe houses’ or shelter

~to  people engaged in
paramilitary activity share the
sin of these acts.

No-one should be misled by
talk of a *‘just war.” Invoca-
!ion of the ““theology of the
just war’ by protagonists of
physical force republicanism is

_mistaken, This . much
misunderstood theology was
not a theology designed to
justify wars, It was instead a
theology - intended to restrain
. war-making by laying down
strict and narrow conditions
yvilhoul which no war could be
justified. It was further design-
ed to outlaw some of war’s

- of war. Judged by every single
criterion of the traditional
“just war'’ theology, the pre-
seni physical force republican
campaign is morally wrong and
the operations to which it
obliges its members are morally
wrong. .

When political organisations
oonnected with paramilitary
movements present themselves
‘seeking votes, they offer a com-
plex political ‘ticket’, including
such laudable aims as social
reform, housing renewal, en-
vironmental rehabilitation,
redress of governmental and
{ civic neglest. Support for
paramilitary activity is rarely
directly sought. A vote cast for
these  organisations s,
hpwever, interpreted by them
{ as a vote for violence. Voters
are obliged to remember this.

When | say this, I am not
taking political sides. 1 am
enunciating maral principle. It

¥

| would be welcome if the

organisations in question were
to lay aside the armalite and ge-
nuinely enter the political pro-
cess on the basis of argument,
persuasion, megotiation and
non-violent action for justice.
But until they do so, those who
vote for them cannot pe exempt
.from the graye moral respon-
|, sibility of being used to give a
1 ﬁ\ile:' ' . e

. It is unjust and i is self-
contradictory for supposedly
political organisations to place
voters in such a moral dilem-
ma. They are abusing the
political process. For them,
politics is not, as it should be, a
rational and peaceful alter-
native to violence. It is merely
an *‘armed struggle’’ carried on
by different means. It is an
anti-politics.

SELF-CONTRADICTIONS
OF REPUBLICAN
PARAMILITARISM

In addition to the inherent
contradictions involved in at-
1 tempting to carry the ballot box

.l in one hand and the armalite in
1 the other, there are many other
’| contradictions in present-day
‘| paramilitary republicanism. Its
‘{ aim has been, and is now more
1 clearly seen to be, to subvert

the institutions of the Irish
Republic, as well as those of

I Northern Ireland. It was fully

in the logic of the movement to
engage in armed attack on the
Irish Army and the Garda
Siochana, even if not, at a
given moment, in dgccordance

1 with their tactics. Republican

paramilitaries have killed the
first Irish soldier to die in arm-
ed combat in Ireland since the

Saate. They have set precedents
and provided models for a

{ wave of violent crime which

has scarred once peaceful areas
in the quietest parts of Ireland.
One of the greatest
achievements of the newly in-
dependent Trish State was that,
for the first time in centuries,
peace was maintained in its ter-
ritory solely through an unarm-"
ed police force. For a state
emerging from armed revolu-
tion -and from a bitter Civil
War, the decision to disarm the
police was without precedent.
It was an achievement of which
any country could be proud. It
would be retrograde if that
decision ever had to be
reversed. If, or in so Tar, as it
!las had now to be modified, it
is Irish  republican
paramilitaries who are to
blame. It is they who have
begun to reverse the
achievements fof past

‘hatiot boy mandate fpr";hg ar- |

T tivists

"rcpp_lglicans and to thieaten the
democratic insitutions set up by
the sacrifices of the dead
generations, 1t should surely be
a cause for heart-searching to

paramititary republicans and to

threaten the democratic insituz;
tions set up by the sacrifices of
the dead generations. 1t should
surely be a cause for heart-
searching to paramilitary
republicans that it is now only
they and loyalist extremists
who use the insulting term ‘“the

Free State”, in reference to the

Republic of Ircland, whose

% name is honoured among the
. nations of the world.

Extreme - loyalists and
paramilitary republican ac-
have other
characteristics in common. If
ever an'jlhing is said or any
“*proposal made which scems to
offer some basis for reconcilia-
> 4igm,.some hope of reasonable
settlement, both groups move
in from opposite wings to
_ discredit it and to wreck it. In-
Ydeed, in many Tespects,
} paramilitary  republicanism
needs extreme loyalism and
vice versa. They feed each
i pther.
. Recent events have inten-
sified revulsion against
;sparamilitary nationalism
. among the population of the
Republic. The blame for the
E giscrediting of the republican
L cause rests with the present
physical force republicans. The
republican violence of the last
v fifteen years have severely
damaged the credibility of the
, Irish natjonalist case in the eyes
of the world. The longer it con-
tinues, the more this campaign
alicnates the vast majority of
citizens in_ the Republic of
Ireland. If its political ex-

nationalist community, this
community could find itself
isolated “from - its Triends
eveiywhere. [ts Iast state would
be incomparably worse than its
statc before the campaign
began. .
1t was, however, not only
when Oardal” or Trish Aymy
soldiers were _killed _that
paramilitagy repulligans’
killing fellow-1 S The
greatest proportion of British
security forges now operating
4mn Northern Ireland. gre Nor-
thern lIrish. By far the largest
proportion of all victims of
republican killings in recent
years have been Irishmen, They
have for the mast part been
. unionists, acting natorally and
logically in accordance with
unionist principles. Milkmen
have been ki won their
peaceful milk rownds, post-
ment delivering letters, bus
drivers driving children’s
buses, fathers before their
wives and children, policemen
helping school children across
the road, policemen giving traf-
fic directions. Unionist politi-
_ cians have been killed. Killings
such as these could not escape
being called murders of oppos-
ing politicians, simply because
of their political views. Indeed
they could not but be perceived
as seclarian murders of Pro-
testants simply because they are
Protestants. Such actions are &
betrayal of historical
republicanism.

e ———
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SOCIAL JUSTICE .

Paramilitary gepublicans
present their campaign of
violence as the only way to the
liberation of the most deprived
sections of the Northern na-
tionalist community from
deprivation, oppression,
discrimination, harassment by
security forces. ft s
preponderantly on these
grounds that they obtain such
support as they receive.

it is strange that they do not
see, and sad that some people
do not see, that paramilitary
violence only increases the

. deprivation, deepens the
depression, and provokes the
security harassment. it is the
nationalist community which
‘suffers most from paramilitary
republicanism. It is Catholic
communitics which are its first
casualties. :

Some republican activists
have undeniably a social con-
science and a commitment {0
justice. But the nature of
guerilla activity is such that it js.
the community out of which it
operates which pays the price.
U is the innocent who suffer.

1he activities -of
paramilitaries increase
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uisemployment, The bombing
of so-called ‘‘economic
targets’’ has left both Catholics
and Protestants jobless.
Paramilitary operations lead by
contagion to all sorts of anti-
social behaviour. They produce
a run-down and demoralising
environment. All this is the
very opposite of liberation.
Violence has of its nature an
anti-social “‘fall-out’® in the
neighbourhoods where it
flourishes, Violence, once it is
unleashed, cannot be *“‘switch-
-&d of {”’ at will, Its momentum
_carries over into crime and
“lawlessness, destruction and
joy-riding and vandalism.
Drinking clubs associated with
paramilitary organisations are
a source of grave abuse,
Children whom paramilitaries
. .‘have trained in the tactics of
“street rioting will be very prone
to use the same tactics to ter-
rorise whole neighbourhoods

) ‘and to make life unbearabie tor
* “the inhabitants, and especially
= the old. It is undeniable that
‘t ¢rime, marital breakdown,
- family neglect, are ail of them
_smych more prevalent in
“ Catholic areas now than they
were before the advent of the
so-called ‘‘armed struggle’’ for
their liberation..
iTDestabilisation’’ is a
favourite word of paramilitary
republicans. But it is not
British institutions or official
Northern Ireland institutions
.or- unionist institutions which
are being destabilised. It is
= Catholic communtties,
Catholic parishes, which are
the most exposed to the effects
of destabilisation. © Marriage
-and family life in the affected
areas suffer grievously. Part of
" the toll of paramiliterism is
broker homes and uncon-
trollable children,
Paramilitaries must agonise|
over the effect of their way of
jife on their own marriages and
their own children. But these
-effects are the inevitable result
- of their c_ampaign.
Paramilitary activity has
‘necessitated enormous expen-
diture on security in Northern
freland, and proportionately
even more in the Republic. If
.*the millions spent on security in
County Leitrim and in County
Mayo in recent weeks had been
able to be devoted instead to
economic and agricuitural
development in these under-
developed counties, this would
have been the fulfillinent of the
_true republican dream. The
security expenditure of recent
weeks alone in the Republic
could have gone a long way
towards remedying educational
deprivation for children in
inner-city Dublin. This would
be the implementation of the
Democratic Programme of the
first Dail Eireann. The money

-
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which republican paramilitaries
cause 10 be spent on security is
money stolen from §mall
farmers and from young
deprived children, 1 need
scdrcely add that robberies
from shops, businesses, banks
and post offices by these same
paramilitaries also reduce the
standard of living of the com-
‘munity pillaged in this way. Re-
cent studies have shown the
staggering cost to both the
Southern and the Northern
-economies and people of the
x campaign of violence. Violence
is a major contributory factor
to our island’s disastrous
depression.
All these effects are ir-
; remediable until the violence
stops. Experience has proved to
us how right Pope John Paul
was when he said in Drogheda:
Violence only delays the day
of justice, Violence destroys
the work of justice.

POLARISATION

Paramilitary campaigns can
be sustained only if passions
are kept constantly inflamed

Land hatred enkindled. Pope
John Paul in his message for
today says: :

‘Passions are sometimes fed
deliberately. It is difficult for
wars to start if the people on
both sides do not have power-
ful feelings of mutual hostility,
or if they are not convinced
that the claims of their op-
ponents threaten their vital in-
terests. This explains the
ideological manipulations
resorted to by those with ag-
gressive intentions. Once
fighting has begun, hostility is
bound to increase, for it is
nourished by the sufferings and
atrocities experienced by each
side. Psychoses of hatred can
then result.

We can see all around us in
Northern Ireland the symptoms
of veritable “‘psychoses of
hatred”’, The unionist and na-
tionalist communities are being
driven by violence further and
further apart in mutual hostili-
ty, suspicion, resenjyment and
fear. Polarisation increases
steadily in direct proportion to
the violence.

Any intelligent analysis of
the Northern problem would,
however, demonstrate that
there can be no tolerable living
for either of our communities
_until there is reconciliation
.between them. Republican
paramilitaries speak of
*finishing once and for all the

. unfinished business of 1916”.

There is indeed unfinished
business left from the period
1916 to 1922. It is the business
, of reconciling the unionist and
the nationalist communities in
North-East Ireland. It is the
business of evolving a reconcil-
ed political arrangement and
creating reconciling political in-
stitutions, which would permit

hed

a -peaceful and constructive
coexistence. These ar-
rangements and these in-
stitutions were never created. It
15 urgent to create them now.
l?ut yiolence makes their crea-
tion impossible.

FUTILITY OF
VIOLENCE
For all these reasons — and
still others could be

enumerated — vidlence must,
after a cruel fifteen years’ ex-
perience — be pronounced
morally and politically
ban_krupt. It has not advanced
an inch towards achieving any
of its stated objeets. It has led
its adherents imte actions of
which they would at the outset
have thought themselves in-
capable, and which indeed
some of its early leaders now

deplore. Of all the methods
available for securing a solu-
tion to our problems, violence
is demonstrably the only one

e
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» which cannot succeed and

never will succeed. Its
unavoidable consequences are
the exact opposite of its’ stated
intentions. :

There is no possibility of
justice until the physical force
campaign has been called off.
The powerlessness of violence
to achieve justice has been con-
clusively proved. The power of
non-violent action for justice
Has not yet been really tried.
The lesson of Poland’s
Solidarity movement and of its
non-violent struggle for justice

. and freedom should be studied

and applied to Ireland. in face
of one of the most powerful
and most repressive poli_ce
regimes in the world, Solidar[ty
has secured and goes steadily
on securing by mnon-violeni
means concessions on human
rights and freedoms and social
justice which could in no other
way be secured. Powerful
states can respond only tooef-
fectively to violence by’ greater
violence. What they do not

"™ know how to cope with is non-

v

violent action by a disciplined
and united community. )

If the physical force cam-
paign were called off, polarisa-
tion between our two cOm-
mnunities would lessen rapidly
and moderate opinion would
be able to assert itself and to
exert pressure for peace and

.+ justice, World opinion could be

i tainly made
reconstruction. There could be,

mobilised to press for a just
political solution to the 1Irish
problem. European and
Americah money would be cer-
available for

a commitment by both the
British and the Irish Govern-
ments to switch the monies now
absorbed by security into the
rehabilitation of the most af-
flicted areas and the creation of
jobs with guarantees Of fair
employment, for both com-
_munities.
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I have no doubt ‘but that
., Padraig Pearse would long ago
. have called off the campaign'as
" he did on the Saturday of
-~ Raster Week, 1916 “in order
§u_> prevent further slaughter of
, Kitizens”. The signatories of
"‘the Republican Proclamation
. of Easter 1916 said: °
. We pray that no one who
serves {the cause of the ‘¥rishi
" Republic) wifl dishonour # by
.. .imhumanity or rapine. -
What would they have said
about 1a WMon, Abercorn,
Darkley, the Birmingham pub
bombings the Harrod’s bomb-
ing of Christmas shoppers?
James Cormolly woild certain-
ly never have countenanced the
continuation of -a campaign
which divided Protestant and
Catholic workers and ‘which
regarded Protestant working
men as ‘‘legitimate targets’
aftid, "bombed so-called
“‘economic targets’’, leaving
working class Catholics and
| Protestants jobless,

EFFECTS OF THE 1922

. SOLUTION
~ But peace can comé only

through justice. A$ Pope John

Paul’s message puts it:

Peace is authentic if it is the

fruit of justice, Peace is the
wqu of justice, as the prophet

Issiah said: justice between
social partners and between
peoples. And a society is just
-and human if it respects the
fundamental rights of the
human person. Moreover the
‘spirit of war rises amd grows

; strong where the inalienable
rights of man are violated.

1t is time to face squarely the
fact that justice requires mew
political institutions for Nor-
thern Ireland.

_The tragedy of Northern
Ireland is that it has never been
given constitutional ar-
rangements which. are ap-
propriate to the political com-
position of its population, lts
unionist population is 40 large
o be absorbed into a unitary
United Ireland. Its nationalist
population is teo large to be
absorbed into a unitary Nor-
thern Ireland. It was, however,
pl:ecisely a unitary con-
stitutional model whith was
devised for Northern Ireland at
the creation of the state This
constitution was appropriate to
t_he unionist part of its popula-
tion, but not to its nationalist
part. -

Northern Ireland was defin-
ed as an integral and in-
se_parable part of the United
Kingdom, and its citizenship
was defired ‘as British. This

_definition "<coincides exactly
with the  definition “of the
Union, This in turn ceincides

- exactly with the statement of
Aunionist political principles.

This is a natural and just ex-
pression of unionist aspirations

) and a safeguard of the rights of
the unionist past of the popula-
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BUILDING BRIDGES IN A DIVIDED COMMUNITY

Talks in St.Anne's Cathedral and in the Servite Priory, Benburb

Tuesday, 22nd.March 1983, 7.45 p.m. (St. Anne's Cathedral)
Wednesday, 23rd. March 1983, 7.30 p.m. (Benburb)

BY BISHOP CAHAL B.DALY
of Down and Connor

RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL PROBLEM?

Fredrick W. Boal and J.Neville H.Douglas, of the Department of Geography in
Queen's University, Belfast, in their book " Integration and Division ",
remark :

This strife (in-Northern Jreland) ... which has lasted since 1969 ...

is labelled as conflict between Protestants and Roman Catholics and has
been treated, in many instances, as a religious or holy war. Two
points must be made at the outset - first, that the Northern Ireland
problem pre-dates the existence of Northern Jreland as a political

unit, and secondly, that the holy war interpretation is, at best, a

vast over-simplification which enables jts adherents to avoid any
attempt at real understanding. (op cit. p 1).

Neither the religious nor the political analysis of the Northern Ireland
problem should be developed to the exclusion of the other. Both aspects
must be included in any adequate definition of our problem. Each explan-
ation has been unilaterally developed by interested groups as part of a

band-washing exercise. 1 sugpest that politicians have somelimpes developed
the " religious war " model as an excuse for opting out of their political
or governmental responsibilities. Wm
appealed to the political model as a means of opting out of their religious
responsibilities as Churchmen.  Politicians shoufd be the Jast pecple fo
deny or to minimise the political elements in the conflict. Churchmen

should be the last to deny its religious aspects.
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MUTUAL ACCEPTANCE OF DIFFERENCES

There - is a religious aspect to our conflict. The Churches do bear
some blame for our tragic divisions and do have responsibility for pointing
a way forward. The nature ol our blameworthinesses may differ. The
content of our responsibilities may vary. Yet the Churches should be
providing a model to the wider community in that which is an essential
defining characteristic of the Christian gospel, namely that it is a gospel
of reconciliation. St.Augustine $ald that the Church is "the reconciled
world'. The Church should be that section of humanity which is already
reconciled and can therefore be a reconciling influence in the human
community. Unless the Churches are working positively and courageously
for reconciliation between themselves and within society, then they are
failing the Gospel of Christ. It is not that Christianity is failing; but
that we are failing to be fully Christian.

Mutual acceptance of differences between individuals, and especially

between communities, is a_beginning of reconciliation. Each community and
each Christian communion must try to accept the others as the others under-
stand and define themselves. There must, for example, be recognition by
Catholics of the fears, the suspicions, the insecurities, of Protestants.
Catholics must seek to understand the historical roots of the fears and
suspicions of Protestants. We must try honestly to acknowledge the faults

in ourselves which foster Protestant misunderstandings and prejudices. The
roots of fear and suspicion may lie in the past; but their continuance in

the present must be In some measure due to what we Catholics have done or
have failed to do in our understanding of our own Catholic faith and in our
living of it and witnessing to it. Ecumenism_is closely linked with
copversion and with spiritual renewal. As we Catholics ourselves, as
individuals and in our parish communities, become converted to Christ and
renewed in our relationship with him, we shall at the same time become more
conscious of the presence of Christ in our Protestant fellow Christians and
of the work of Christ in the Protestant Churches. We shall come to see the
signs of Christ's truth and power and grace in the lives of Protestants and
to praise and thank Christ our Lord for them. Nothing that Christ has given
1o other Christian Churches or has done for other Christian communities can
Jeave a Catholic indifferent or unmoved. We must not, St.Paul urged,

preach Christ "jealously". We must "glorify the Lord Christ" wherever he

is present and wherever his action is found. "There is only Christ; he is
everything and he is in everything" ( i 211D. It is from the

same Lord whom all Christians call our Lord that comes "whatsoever Is good,
whatsoever is true, whatsoever is noble and of good repute" in all our
Churches and In all our traditions.

In stark contirast to this Christian ideal of reconciliation is the
experience of moving through streets and neighbourhoods where happy
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communities once lived, but which have been left deserted and desolate
through sectarian intimidation. When one recalls that, as one researcher
put i1, the greatest mass movements of population in Western Europe since
World War 1l have been broughi about in Northern Ireland through sectarian
intimidation, one Is unable 1o say that religion has nothing to do with our
conflict. When one sees churches that have been sacrilegiously wrecked by
bombs, one takes the measure of the evil of stirring up sectarian hatred,
sometimes for political ends. One primary duty of the Churches is to
exorcise the evil of sectarianism from our society. This, like the
wickedness of political violence, should be in our thoughts as we pray the
Lord's prayer: "Deliver us from evil".

What distinguishes all Christians from an unbelieving secular world is
incomparably more important that what divides us from one another. We seek
for ever-growing unity, not only because of our pain at the divisions which
separate us, but also because of our belief in the unity which already

exists between us. As Christ increases in each Christian and in each
Christian community, and as our egoism decreases, so also will the unity in
Christ between ourselves and our fellow-Christians increase, so that "God

may be all in us all'.

Parallel with this need for recognition by Catholics of Protestant fears
and suspicions, there naturally goes a need for recognition by Protestants
of Catholic grievances and sensitivities. 1 would most earnestly ask
Protestants to try 1o appreciate the sense of hurl_w_t_i_g%@ich is
widel{ Jelt in the Cetholic community at being treated as second-class
citizens_and judged uniit to share fully in the political and Gecision-
making process in their own country. 1 would ask Protestants to believe
that it would be unjust and also impossible to expect the Catholic

community to return to the status of inferior citizens which they have
perceived as their Jot for more than half a century.

POLITICS VERSUS_VIOLENCE

The healing of Protestant fears and of Catholic grievances, the reconcil-
jiation of unionist rights and of nationalist rights, require the

unconditional repudiation on both sides of violence as a political instrum-

ent. Clausewitz was profoundly mistaken when he said that war is
"diplomacy conducted by other means". War Is the abandonment of diplomacy.
It is the suspension of the political process. Politics Is predicated upon

the substitution of persuasion for force. It would be immoral and unjust,

as well as impossible, to attempt to coerce by force a million unionists

and loyalists into a united Ireland. It would be equally immoral and

unjust, and also impossible, to coerce half a million nationalists and




constitutional republicans into acceptance of exclusion from full
unmpanon, ‘without any abjuring 01 1heir nationalisi aspirarions, in

the responsibilities and the powers o the politial process. Two thirds

of a popu)ahon cannot and morally may not coerce the remaining one third,
nor vice versa. Full reciprocal recognition of rights and acceptance of
responsibilities by both political traditions is necessary for political

stability in Northern Ireland.

I shall argue later that explicit and ungualified recognition by unionists C
of _the Jegitimacy of constitutiopal nationalism icanism as a valid
palitical option within Northern Ireland is a sine_qua non of a return to
stability and normalcy and peace. 1 wish now 1o argue emphatically that
exphcu anLunquam'Jed re—cogmugn by _nationalists and republicans of the
rig : i necessary condition Jor the return
to pe¢ce and normal life in Northern Ireland. This would olier new
opporiunities jor a cross-community consensus; but these opportunities are
being put in jeapordy, and the threat comes from opposite sides.
Constitutional republicanism differs, not in degree but in essence from
paramilitary republicanism. They differ as persuvasion differs from
coercion, as dialogue with another differs from murder of the other; they
differ as peace differs from war. It is time that this essential
difference was publicly and finally recognised.

The opportunities for 2 consensus are threatened by the refusal to L_
distinguish constitution republicanism irom paramilitary

republcanism; and by the persistent rejection of constitutional
nationalism and peaceful repubhcamsm as a Jegitimate and rightful
participant in the political process in Northern Ireland. Peaceful and
constitutional nationalism a&nd republicanism are not an alien aggression
from an outside or foreign power. They are an intrinsic part of the
political reality of Northern Ireland. It is not a half million
foreigners who espouse these political options; it Is half a million
citizens of Northern Ireland, whose right to peaceful promotion of their
political aspirations is as undemable as are the rights of the majority
population to their political allegiance.

The opportunities for polmcal consensus are threatened also and
virulently by the campaign of violence by paramilitary republicans. This
campalgn is a blatent contradiction of the attempt by paramilitary
republicanism to present itself as a political movement. This attempt is
contradicted by the claim of this movement to combine two_guite
incgmpatible e]ements° _namely the USe of the armalite to coerce political
opponents; _and the assassination of fellow-Irlshmen_simply because Ihey
embrace different political convictions and translate these convictions, as
is"their right, into delence against physical force of the institutions
embodying their convictions. —
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Just as unionists are fully justified in maintaining their political

convictions, they are also justified in believing in the right and the duty
under law to defend these political institutions against the threat of
overthrow by armed uprising. There are some who choose to do so by service
in security forces or in the police force. There are also people, and not
all of them are unionists, who believe that in any civilised society there
must_be normal policing; and who therefore TNGose policing &5 & career of
service to_the whole Northern Ireland community. The republican
paramilitary campaign of assassination ol members of the U.D.R. and of the
R.U.C. is equivalent 1o a campaign of shooting fellow-Irishmen simply
because they have different political convictions from nationalists. An
added enormity of this campaign Is that, in the actual circumstances of
Northern Ireland, it is inevitable that unionists and Protestants should
regard the assassination of Protestant members of these forces as murders
of Protestants because they are Protestants. It Is inevitable that,
particularly in border areas, the Protestant community should feel itself
threatened by this campaign with expulsion from their homes and lands and

businesses,

No group which engages in campaigns of this kind can honestly and credibly
claim to be a true political movement. Such campaigns are also a negation
of the concept of policing as a necessary proiection of law and life and
property and of the right of men and women to sleep in peace in their own
homes and of the right of children to cross the road to school In safety -
the protection of which rights by the police is a basic requisite in any

society. Paramilitary republicanism and its political fronts cannot
) _present then'selves olifical organisations unless and until_they é
the armzli } ination_an 'sical force as

instruments for the advancement of their political aims.

b —ay e

It would be in the general interest that paramilitary republicans would
fully eniter the political process; but they must accept the consequences of
this ‘decision. 1 would like to appeal to thinking people among the
republican paramilitaries. If they believe in republicanism as an ldeal
capable of uniting Jrishmen by persuasion and in peace, they must get down
to hard political thinking. This has been conspicuously lacking in their
movement up to the present. They must formulate their political programme
in such a2 way as to make republicanism credible to unionists as a formula
which fully respects and explicitly guarantees the rights and the Joyalties
which distinguish unionism from nationalism. They must declare their
readiness to accept unionisis as unionists; not as a suppressed minority in.
a Ti=Yionalist Ireland, An Ireland predicated on coercion of unionijsts

“would be an JIreland whm‘iﬂmense oI justice or of
“patriofism should desire or could accept. If would _be ap affront to
—jusiice. Tt wouldbe & substiiution ol one toercion for another. It would

|

e the imposition on a minority in Ireland as a whole a form of coercion
which nationalists are convinced was in the past imposed upon them; a
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coercion which they believe prepared the ground for the present tragic
conflict. ~Coercion in reverse would merely prepare the way for ongoing
chapters of murderous conflict in the future.

I however the paramilitary republicans were to call off their campaign of
violence, 1 am convinced that the weariness with violence and the desire
for peace among both nationalists and unionists Is so strong and that the
instinct for fairness and justice among Protestants is so widespread that a
just settlement could be agreed more quickly than the sceptics believe; and
it would be a settlement which could offer a new future in peace and in
hope to all our children.

AYOIDANCE OF HURTFUL LANGUAGE

Sorge_oi the lanpuage wh:ch each community almost unthinkingly uses about
= 2 e ho lationships. Nationalists
speak of "fifty years of Stormont misrule". This Janguage has a basis in
nationalists' experience; because the name is associated for them with
exclusion, rejection, denial of civic and political Jegitimacy and
equality, refusal of entry into certain areas of employment, discrimination
in many sectors of social and economic life., Yet nationalists must also in
fairness acknowledge that the Stormont regime had notable successes and
achievements to its credit. Many of those involved at the level of
administration and the public service strove to redress the basic bias
which fregquently was manifested at political level. At the level of
administration, Catholics often experienced understanding and cooperation,
particularly in the development of the Catholic school system and in the
administration of social services. Upder Stormont, there was notable
progress in educational planning, in infrastructural development, in health
care and in social welfare provision. The Republic of Ireland could Jearn
much, in many of these areas, from Northern Ireland. T
ey

Ample evidence was given that there is in Northern Ireland real talent for
political administration - evidence enough to point up the misfortune of
the atrophying of that talent by the indefinite prolongation of direct

rule. It is easy to understand that Stormont came 1o be a source of pride
to unionists. It was a symbol of their security and an apparent guarantee
of the permanence of their domination. The dissolution of Stormont has
caused a great and unprecedented insecurity and uncertainty among
Unionlsts. It has led to distrust of Britain, fear of the Irish Republic,
suspicion of Roman Catholics and nationalists, a sense of being alone and
threatened.
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All this should bring no joy and no triumphalism to Catholics and nation-
ists. : We are all fellow-countrymen, fellow-Irishmen. Ireland is the home
of unionisis as well as of nationalists; and no-one should feel threatened
in his own home. It is the duty of nanonahsts and constitutional

republicans ince and in_behaviour, that they have
not that their suspicions are groundless. An Ireland which
hés no room for one million Irishmen will not have room for the remaining

three million either. Such an Ireland might, in Yeats' words, have much
hatred; but it will have little room for anyone to live in peace. Above
all, as Christians, we know that we are brothers and sisters together and
that God is Father of us all. We cannot come to our Father without our
brothers and sisters, for we are their keepers; and this implies that we
are also the defender of their rights and interests.

On the other hand, unionist talk about the Republic of Ireland as "a
foreign country", and about nationalism or constitutional republicanism as
if it were a treasonable conspiracy is deeply hurtful and injurious. The
Irish Republic_is not a joreign threat; its ideals and aspirations are an
unchangeable part of the identity of half a million Northern Ireland
citizens. The Irish_Republic's concern about Northerp Ireland is no
ioreign interference; it is an internal reality within Northern Ireland
itsell, embodied in the minds and hearts, the hopes and the peaceful alms
of at least one third of the Northern Ireland population. To rid the
Janguage of each community of disparaging and offensive terms such as I
have mentioned would be a contribution to building bridges of understanding
and mutual acceptance between our communities.

POLITICAL CONDITIONS FOR PEACE

I must turn now to deal more explicitly with the political elements in our
situation. | do so, because } regard these elements as potent and pervasive
factors of conilict. 1 do so also because, so it seems to me, Churchmen
and Christians generally sometimes tend to advocate a somewhat 'preachy’
and sentimental concept of reconciliation, as though person-to-person
relationships were independent of political institutions and structures.
Insofar as politics Is a certain structured and institutionalised form of
coexistence and cooperation between people and groups, I believe that the
Christian has the duty to permeate the structures and the institutions of
society with the spirit of the Christian gospel. In this broad sense of
the term, Christian reconciliation has to be efiected ai The political and
the social levels as well" 8% aY The personal level. In-this sense, ]
believe, with the great Protestant theologian, Kar] Barth, that " ever
Christian sermon jnust he in part also a political staiement . s has
nothing to do with party politics; it i1s a direct consequence of the social
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and community nature of Christianity. In the words of the Epistle of
St.James, we must not "ry to combine faith In Jesus Christ, our glorified
Lord, with the making of distinctions between classes of people" (James 2 :
1). I suggest that it would not be stretching the meaning of St.James too
far to see in that sentence a prohibition of determining political

Jegitimacy and political rights on the basis of “distinctions between

classes of people". '

The authors 1 quoted at the beginning remark : -

"The Northern Ireland problem contains strong political elements
concerned with the control of power, with decision making and with the

nature of the political system. (op.cit.. p.3).

DIRECT RULE

We are at present in a regime of "direct rule" from Westminster. It has
been argued that this regime is the "least unsatisfactory" of the feasible

i | forms of government in present circumstances. Direci rule certainly wants
1 to be fair-minded. 11 tries to be just and impartial. It is marked in
practice by plenty of good inientions. Nevertheless, good intentions do
not amount 10 good government. Rirect rule has grave defects inherent in
Il its very concept and has seriously damaging consequences in Iis operation.

paralysed and regional political parties become marginalised. Mere
discussion, without any power_ol execuiion, becomes trivialised, It
quickly comes to be seen as mere tokenism and Is readily dismissed as

I irrelevant. Political unionism has become dangerously fragmented and is

i The most obvious damaging consequence is that regional politics become E

undér a constant pull ™o the right" from extremist groupings. This
situation can bring no joy even 1o non-unionists. It bodes ill for the

future of this society.

Nationalist political parties also become marginalised. Constitutional
nationalism is itself endangered as a peaceful and constitutional political
movement. It should not be forgotten that the evolution of nationalism in
Northern Ireland towards peaceful and constitutional methods an towards the
rejection of both violence and abstention is a relatively new phenomenon in
politics in Northern Ireland; a phenomenon which offered and continues to
offer unprecedented opportunities for peaceful change and peaceful

political movement in the direction of an inter-community political
consensus, without which no political stability can be restored in Northern
" Ireland. It is a great tragedy of the past decade and a half that the
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opportunities offered by the new evolution of nationalism (which 10 a large
extent overlaps with non-violent republicanism) were not siezed. It will
be a still greater tragedy if this evolution is put at risk and threatened
with decline or disappearance by continuing political deadlock.

Political change and political movement are urgently needed in our
situation.  But rea) change seems to be the one thing which is carefully
evaded in British official thinking and policy about Northern lreland. 1
fear that an editorial which appeared recently in a quality Sunday news-
paper is all too typical. The Sundav Times of 13th. March 1983, deplored
the European Parliament's decision to probe into the political aspects of
our problem. It suggested that the enguiry should be limited to examining
Northern Jreland's economy; for then it could have gone on to subjoin
politica] findings and have "occasioned hardly any fuss". The editorial
went on to say :

Successive United Kingdom governments have acknowledged that the
Republic has a Jegitimate interest in Northern Ireland, and have tried
to find ways whereby that interest can be harmlessly expressed. E.E.C.
machinery is one such way.

The editorial nevertheless thinks that the Strasbourg emissaries might well
find that "the present policy is the least unsatisfactory to be had". Even
i it did not so {ind, the writer goes on, the result would not be
disastrous, He says:

i the enquiry found against the United Kingdom, there would be no
corresponding public-relations reverse; since our repute on the issuve

is Jow anyway; and no action need follow because the European Parlia-
ment is powerless.

Surely this is a recipe for "not rocking the boat", for carefully avoiding
anything which might call for any change or 'occasion any fuss'. Surely
policies which can be recommended because they are 'harmless', or because
those who advocate them are 'powerless' to change anything, constitute a
refusal 1o tackle a political problem rather than a reasoned policy for

solving it.

CONSTITUTIONALISM NATIONALISM

It seems to me that a key jactor in the necessary building of political
bridges is the recognition _of the political legitimacy ol constitutional

=
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jonalism as_an_intrinsic element in the Northern Ireland
Situatign.. - -Recognition ol the political Jegitimacy of constitutional
nationalism or non-violent republicanism entails the establishment of
structures and institutions which enable this option to be politically
expressed and to be given opportunities of sharing responsibility and power
with the other intrinsic element in the Northern Ireland political scene
which Is unionism. I{ political representatives of constitutional
na@mﬂwcrygﬁ it

is very much 1o be feared that constitutional nationalism cou e
out-maneeuwred by parties committed to violent and revolutionary
nationalism_and_to paramilitary methods. The conseguence of this could be
disastrous for the hopes of peace or of political stability. o

This result, if it came about, would not be due to any decision by constit-
utional nztionalists to espouse revolutionary aims and violent methods. It
would be due rather to clever exploitation by paramilitary organisations of
a situation of political deadlock. When peaceful political aspiration

comes up against @ wall of political intransigence, then we are, at the
very Jeast, setting up Javourable conditions for men and methods of

1 _doubt that 1hat Westminster realises the gravity of the risks attached to
its present ies. In Jact, T'Tear that there are gigns of danperous
comM&ncy in_Westminster about the present political situation in
Northern Treland. New .and hard thinking is urgently required. New
institutions are needed, and cannot be indefinitely postponed: institutions
which do not merely give a forum for repeating hackneyed political slogans
but which provide some mechanism for uncoupling deadlocked positions. It
would be paradoxical if Britain's rightly celebrated genius for political
sagacity were to fail in respect of a territory on her own doorstep, which
"the Mother of Parliaments" directly rules.

It will not do to pass the blame to Northern Ireland parties or people.
Intransigent political attitudes notoriously do exist and are deplorable
and disastrous. But they are not simply the fruit of ill will. They are
also in part caused by inappropriate and inequitable political

institutions. Political movement and the possibility of political change
are_of the essence-of democratic politics; and political institutions which

inhibit movement and change are inimical to the democratic process.

Some governmenta] statements seem to be based on the assumption that to
recognise the existence of two identities, two national loyalties, in
Northern Ireland is itself a solution; or at least they seem almost to be
based on the hope that a verbal recognition of the two identities will be
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accepted in lieu of a solution. But to recognise two ldentities Is to
define -the problem, not to provide the solufion. The Jogic o Ihe two
identities analysls 1s that political institutions must be provided which
permit an allocation of proportionate political power to each of the
identities; for politics is about power; power controlled by account-
ability, but yet real power of decision and of execution. Politics without
power is mere role-playing. Fallure to provide the political institutions
which enable power to be exercised proportionately and responslbly by the
two admitted identities comprising the population of Northern Ireland is a
political failure; and primary responsibility for this political failure

must be assigned to the government which alone and directly now governs the
area.

This is not 1o detract {from the responsibility of local politicians and
political parties. Members of these parties in Northern Ireland are, for
the most part, commitied Christians and church-goers. It is the responsib-
ility of Churchmen publicly to proclaim the duty of members of their
Churches to respect the rights and convictions of others, and to concede
the Jegitimacy of political options different from their own. As the Inter
Church Report, "VIOLENCE IN IRELAND :, in 1976, recommended :

All political leaders should be encouraged to see their task as that of
reaching a just agreement with their opponents, rather than of
achieving viciory over them; and that to this end they should be open
o any reasonzble setilement proposed.

Al of us who have positions of responsibility in all the Churches should
examine ourselves as to whether we have engaged courageously enough and
persistently enough in encouraging political leaders in this direction.

IRISH AMERICANS

} should like to add here that Irish Catholics and Irish nationalists
should face up to the fact that some Irish Americans have a sadly
ill-informed and oyt-of-date perception of the realities of the Ireland of

today. In misy%@mmmm fact — ...
aggravating Ireland's problems, prolonging Ireland's tragedy and inflicting

grave damage upon Catholic as well as Protestant Irishmen and upon both the
nationalist and unionist population. We must try to inform our compatriots
and co-religionists in the United States as to what are Ireland's real

needs today. The one thing Ireland, whether nationalist or unionist, does

not need is _guns. These are precisely the source of our problemsf??
“destruction of our freedoms. The real needs of today's Ireland are acute.
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American_ generosity could help to alleviate the deprivation which feeds
violence, ‘which in turn Increases deprivation. Amerjcan generosity could,
by industrial investment, belp to create employment; and this would have a
dirgctbearing upan the elimination of political violence; for people, and
parlicularly young people, if leIt chronically unemployed and alienated,

can be more readily recruited into paramilitary organisations. Amerijcan
generosity could help to promote projects of genuine reconciliation in
justice and respect for human rights between Protestants and Catholics,
between republicans and unionists. Our American {riends could help us to
build an Ireland resembling that Jand of religious liberty, equality and
tolerance under God which both Catholic Irishmen and Protestant Irishmen
served so nobly to create in the United States, the land of their adoption,
where they, Protestant as well as Catholic, found freedom from coercion.

Catholic groups and Protestant groups have separately visited the United
States to present their respective understandings of the troubles in
Northern Ireland. In this connection, 1 should like to suggest that it

could be valuahle jf 3 joint Protestant and Catholic group were to visit
the United States of America in order to talk 1o American audiences, in a
language of truth and honesty, and yet with love and out of shared
CWCmMmblem_and the dangers which threaten us

a Protestants, whether nationalists or unionists,

in Northern Ireland and in the island of Ireland which Irish Americans so

much love.

JOINT CHURCH CONCERNS AND PROJECTS

The Churches have each their specific share of blame and of gullt. They
have also their individual and their common responsibilities and
opportunities.

Fistly, 1 submit that much mutual religious suspicion and prejudice is due
to religious ignorance. This ignorance is two-Told. It often is ignorance
of the teaching of our own Church, leading to Jack of full acceptance of
—..the internal renewal in which each of our Churches has been engaged over
recent decades. There is also xwwmwmo the
ecumenicagl movement. It Is worth remarking that the modern ecumenical
movement began in fact in the Protestant Churches; but the movement has
been entered with enthusiasm by the Catholic Church, particularly since the
Vatican Councll. There is still great need, however, for ecumenical
education and for acceptance of ecumenism, not as a betrayal or as a
threat, but as an opportunity for new understanding of our own truth and
for the enrichment of our own religious tradition through contact with
others.

&
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I All_the Churches need a more vigorous campaign of adult religious education
“of spiritu; :al,  The closer becomes our relationship with Christ
our Saviour, and the deeper our commitment to our own Church, the greater
will be our respect for other believers in our one Lord. We need a
systematic promotion of increasing contacts with other Christians in
prayer, In worship, In Bible study and reflection. We need as Churches to
engage in joint projects for the unemployed and the deprived.

We furthermore mdwnmuwl%d_s?ﬁﬁ_ng_ﬁ»gysen
Catholic_and Protestant schools, in complete respect jor the distinctive
ethos of both schoo! systems, but in commitment to dissolve prejudices and
to promote mutual tolerance, understanding and respect at school level.
Catholics have a deep conviction of conscience about the need for Catholic
and Church-related education; and they have made and are making costing
sacrifices for their conscience in this matter. But, without any sacrifice
of this conviction of our right and our duty to provide Catholic education
for Catholic children, we must seek to promote in j i -schoo}
contacts. This is something which we Catholics in Down and Connor are
committed to develop still further in the immediate future. ] know that we
will meet with a willing response from Protestants in the controlled

schools sector.

SOCIAL _CONCERN

The present economic recession now afjects both the Protestant and the
Catholic communities. Unemployment and emigration have become problems for
Protestants as well as for Catholics. Here surely iIs an area where the
Churches can work together. Clergy and laity of all denominations can
collaborate in youth trajning programmes, in A.C.E. projects, in job-creat-

ing enterprises, for the benefit of all our people, especially our youth.

Northern Ireland has had a tradition of excellence in many fields of
Industry and of industrial and agricultural productivity. We Jed the world
in many fields of work and had an enviable record of business acumen,
efficiency and honesty. We could all take pride in Northern Ireland
products. There was an outstanding tradition of work and of pride in work.
There has, however, been a decline in morale in_confidence in Northern

of Standards_of honesty in work and workmanship have

deteriorated. We have witnessed helplessly a pulling-out _of multi-national
firms and a drastic decline jn_investment, from overseas and even irom
Britain. We are subjected to the insult of seeing depots for storage and
supplies of products being transferred out of Northern Ireland into cities
in England or Scotland, with damaging delays in deliveries and frustrations
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in fulfilling orders. There is an undeniable falling off in business drive
and in business confidence. The Churches must work Togeiher fo restore
morale-and confidence in Northern Ireland Industry and to restore pride in
Northern Ireland workmanship and products

All this is much more closely bound up than secular society would admit
with moral and religious and spiritual renewal. Let the Church assume Its
prophetic role of proclaiming justice and preaching honesty In work and In
business dealing and in promoting social responsibility, all of which are
integral constituents of the Christian Gospel. Let us do this in an
ecumenical spirit; for it is also an integral part of faith in Christ to
believe that "if any part of the body suffers, we all suifer with it". We
all constitute the one Body of Christ, and no member can be strong and
healthy if the other members are weak.

The Protestant and the Catholic communities in this Island are bound
inextricably together by history, by geography, by economics, by our common
Christian name and profession. Our communities are now at a crossroads in
our destiny., We can choose the path of reconciliation and collaboration

for the good of each community; or we can continue on the road of conilict
for the destruction of both communities. As joint participants in this
island's history, as fellow-suiferers from its conflicts; as fellow-sharers

of its resources of natural beauty, of human goodness and of Christian
tradition, let us chopse the path of reconciliation, for this is the path

of Christ. In Christ's name, Jet us be reconciled to one another and
therefore to the Lord, the God of our fathers.

Unjonism &nd nationalism are often presented as totally exclusive of and
alien to one another. ] suggest that there are broad common principles
which any Christian unionist or nationalist must accept. Both unionists

and- nationalists must unreservedly accept the Jegitimacy of the opposing
viewpoint and the political rights of those who hold that viewpoint. Both
must respect the full human and political and civic rights, the human
dignity and the civic equality of the other, and must reslst infringement

of those rights, from whatever source they come. Both must be committed to
socjal justice, to equality of opportunity, to fair employment, to

rejection of discrimination on political or religlous grounds. Both must

work for the elimination of Injustice and deprivation, In whichever
community It be found. Both must be concerned for the sufferings of "the
other sort” as much as for their own. Both must be committed to the
economic recovery of the whole of Northern Ireland, so that all its

citizens may have a prospect of economic security and job opportunity in
this Jand which we all love. As a Protestant Irish patriot once said :
"Gentlemen, we have a country". It is a country of which we can all be
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proud. Let us work together to build it up in justice and love, for the
benefit -of -all its ‘citizens. To this end, we put our trust in the Lord,
"whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or even
imagine”. "To Him be glory, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ages of
ages".
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[RA policies’

“-THE success of Sinn Fein in
ithe Diflagh ‘District Couticil by-
‘election Jast week will.nave no
“efféct  on the party’s. over-all
trategy. This was gonlirmed
¥ Mr. Danny.. Morrison, ” of
Binn_Fein, who_said that there
‘was_no gquestion of 2. drift
“infg_constitutional politics by
the_ Republican movement”
. And he dismissed “sugges-
gons that a ceasefire or truce
ight be in the minds of some
leading elements within the
Republican Movement, .45 4
relate to participation in Dr,
v.Jitzgerald’s proposed Counc
{Wor A New Ireland. T
¢ Mr. 'Morrison ftold the
‘Bunday Press yesterday .that
inn Fein was qot_interested
defining the perimefers for
néW Irélanfl "oy Jbining 1o the

*We 3a1d af "the time that we
‘33w tlhie Fitzgerald proposals as
& lfeline to the SDL/P. It is an
-attempt by the establishunent
to support the political plat-
'orn of the SDLP,”

oiseach’s ‘forym. He “Baid:

';_ Askeq sbout a suggestion of
‘8 posstble i
LIRA, Mr. Morrison said that
:“Sinn  Fein does mot dictate
‘policy to the IRA, nor would
it attempt to. People should be
1978 the IRA issued 2 major
tatement in which it said that
4t was committed to-a long
ilerm struggle, Jt said at that
gime that there would be mo
ore trucés or ceasefires umtil
the British gave a declaration
%0 withdraw from Ireland.”
. Mr. Morrison econtinued: “As
“understand it, there has been
'm0 change in that policy and
t&; hile ghe struggle mav have
‘been ‘Stxtende'd to _another
front, throwgh Sinn Fein and
elections, success at the baliot
box will mnot change IRA
gholicies.” »
aﬂr ¥orrison said that Sinn
Wein's attifude towards the
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Counci] for a New lIreland was
that it was a mislake and a
“threat to Nationalist people.
. “The danger is that no matter
.what is defined, you give a
profile for the Loyalists to
knock down or whittle down
bit by bit. Even if Sinn Fein
. was prepared to take part in
the forum the SDLP would not
take part because they regard
us as a political threat. -

With other by-elections for
Jocal council seats due in Dun-
gannon and Newry In the pext
few weeks, Sinn Fein is hope-

‘iware that in the autumn of . . ful that the success of their
Omagh candidate, Mr. Sheamus

Kerr can be repeated.

Mr. Kerr was the first Sinn
Fein ecounciljor to be elected
to a local Government seat for
60 years. At 21 he is one of
the youngest Councillors in
Ireland and wioile he says thag
he {s prepared to take his seat

. on the council this is not con-
i gidered a departure. from Sinn
t¥Fein stated policy of pon par
ticipation ; fn  eonstitutional
structures in the Narth,

Mr. Kerr replaces an SDLP
eouncillor who, ironieslly, re-
signed his seat because he dis-

fagreed with his party’s desi-
%sion to fight tne Assembly
E..‘elections in October. °



Vi EWPOENTVIEWPOH
A tale of New York. S

Things happened last week in three cities. In New
York, in response to their supporters and also to spokes-

- men and women of several Irish-American organizations
all three Democratlc pre51dent1al candidates spoke out
on the Irish issue.

Walter Mondale strongly reafﬁrmed his support fora
special U.S. enyoy to Northern Ireland and said if elected
President he would appoint such an envoy. Gart Hart re-
issued a statement on Northern Ireland he had made
earlier and he too voiced support for the special envoy
proposal.

. In a moving statement issued last Monday, Jesse
Jackson showed a solid grasp of the issues Wthh are of
concern to Irish Americans.

Of course, when they are runmng for ofﬁce, pohtl-_
cians tend to tell their listeners what they want to hear.
But still, when was the last time all the candidates in a

- Democratic presidential primary addressed issues of
concern to Irish Amencans" The answer to that quesnon
is never. B

-'So, at least for now, there i is reason to beheve that the -

" Irish-issue - may actual]y get an amng in thls pre51dent1a1

- electlon -
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RO and of Washmgton. L .
T 4 In Washmgton last weekend delegates from the Irish-~
‘America Conference met with officials there.-
-They had hoped to meet with someone in the’ White -
House, but had to settle for the State Department. - -
-, That meeting, apparently, was less than satisfactory. -
However, we urge the leaders of the Unity Conference to
'persevere They are on the right track. The adrmmstra—«_ ‘
tion will have to start listening to its own citizens instead -
M " of tothe London and Dublin governments very shortly =
R . Often, particularly in election years, what happens in -
SR ’ Washmgton does not count half as much as what hap-
N . pens in New York or Los Angeles or Houston or many
W other towns, big ‘and small, across the nation.. i
- . With 1all three Democratic candldates speaking out on
thie Trish issue, it is more than likely that the Democratic.
Party will have a strong ““Irish plank” in its platform..- |
- The Republican’ Party would thus 1gnore the issue at 1ts B
own risk. -
. President Reagan made sxgmficant 1nroads mto the. ’
heavﬂy Democratic Irish vote four years ago. . e
“But he and his campaign advisers would be wisenot to ..
take for granted that he will do'the same thlng in 1984, |
unless there is some commitment to helpmg settle the
Northern Ireland impasse.






