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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 0/ e

3/12/87

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: 2:00 a.m. 3/13/87

susiect:  REMARKS: ST. PATRICK'S DAY RECEPTION AT THE
IRISH AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE
(3/12/87 12:30 p.m. draft)

" ACTION FYI | ACTION FY]
VICE PRESIDENT O & KING o o
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REMARKS: pléase give your comments directly to Tony Dolan with

an info copy to my office by 9:00 a.m. tomorrow morning.
Thanks.

RESPONSE:.
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(Rohrabacher/ARD)
March 12, 1987
12:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ST. PATRICK'S DAY RECEPTION AT THE
IRISH AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE
TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 1987

Thank you. Ambassador MacKernan, distinguished guests,

a chairde gaeil [ah car-jah gale]. A special thanks to Deputy
Prime Minister Lenehan for doing the honors with the shamrocks.

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to be here with you,
sharing the spirit and festivities of St. Patrick's Day. The
blessed St. Patrick, we are told, died on this day in the year of
our Lord 461. And leave it to the Irish to be carrying on a wake
for over 1500 years.

St. Patrick, as we know, was the historic man of God who,
with passion and strength of conviction, converted the people of
Ireland to Christianity.

I have a deep and abiding respect for the accomplishments of
St. Patrick, an individual who was able to turn the head of the
entire Irish race. Having done my best these last 6 years, even
on the minor issues, to convert the likes of Kennedy and O'Neill,
I can only stand in awe of such a man.

St. Patrick's imprint can be found, even today, on the
character of the Irish people and on all of us who trace our
roots to Ireland. One of the most moving moments in my
Presidency was my return to Ballyporeen about 3 years ago. I'd
like to take this opportunity to thank again the Irish people for
giving me such a warm homecoming.,

I'd also like to take this moment to make two serious

*
points. It was another such visit paid by an American President
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of Irish descent, John Fitzgerald Kennedy, that resulted in the
formation of the American Irish Foundation.

For over two decades, the American Irish Foundation has been
doing exemplary work on both sides of the Atlantic, underscoring
the bonds of affection and blood between our countries. Since
1976, its efforts have been complemented by those of The Ireland
Fund, which is a non-political, non-sectarian organization that
raises funds to promote peace, culture, and chafity in Ireland.

George Bernard Shaw once wrote, "The worst sin toward our
fellow creatures is not to hate them, but to be indifferent to
them; that's the essence of inhumanity." Well, no one involved
in either of these two fine organizations could ever be labeled
indifferent. Today, it is an honor for me to recognize that the
American Irish Foundation and the Ireland Fund are now officially
merged into one operation. This is its first day, and it is
called The American Ireland Fund. I know we have several
repre;entatives from that organization with us today. __ and
____ + Good luck to you, and God bless the fine work you are
doing.

This type of commitment, this individual responsibility, is
a part of the American way of life, perhaps a part that can be
traced back to Ireland. I know in my own family, we were  far
from affluent, yet we were taught to help others.

On this special day, one can't help but think of the
suffering that still plagues St. Patrick's Island. For nearly

two decades, the north has been torn by sectarian violence that

has taken the lives of more than 1,400 men, women, and children.
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This brutal and senseless violence against people and destruction
of property is a poison of no possible benefit, an elixir of
death and heartbreak that -- for humanity's sake and for all of
Ireland's sake -- must be set aside.

Out of this tragic situation, the governments of the United
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland took a courageous and
far-sighted step in November of 1985 when they signed the
Anglo-Irish Agreement, The United States suppoits this accord as
a realistic framework within which the problems of Northern
Ireland can be addressed, an avenue which holds for the best hope
of political stability and economic regeneration.

This agreement was warmly welcomed here, yet we cannot
ignore that, since its signing, violent deaths have increased in
the north. I think the time has long since come when people of
good will -- north and south and on both sides of the Atlantic --
should draw the line and let the perpetrators and supporters of
this violence and mayhem know that they will no longer be
tolerated.

For our part, the United States continues to stand ready to
help. Last year, Congress authorized and I signed into law a
contribution of $120 million to the International Fund for
Ireland. This effort, and those of the two foundations which
today are merged into the American Ireland Fund, has accomplished
much, but there is a long way to go. Now is the time for people
in and out of government to move forward aggressively. Social

harmony and economic progress in Ireland will not come easy, but
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better, more peaceful times will come. Together, the people of
Ireland and the United States can make that happen.

It was 900 years ago when legend tells us that St. Brendan
set forth in his leather boat and headed West. He came back
speaking and writing of a new world. Today, our task is not so
easy. If we are to have a new world, we must build it, and we
must do it together.

So on this St. Patrick's Day, I express the best wishes of
the people of the United States to our cousins and friends, the
people of Ireland. Om croidhe amach [oh-mmm cree ah-mok]. Thank

you and God bless you.
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March 12, 1987
12:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ST. PATRICK'S DAY RECEPTION AT THE
IRISH AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE
TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 1987

Thank you. Ambassador MacKernan, distinguished guests,

a chairde gaeil {ah car-jah galel. A special thanks to Deputy
Prime Minister Lenehan for doing the honors with the shamrocks.

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to be here with you,
sharing the spirit and festivities of St. Patrick's Day. The
blessed St. Patrick, we are told, died on this day in the year of
our Lord 461. And leave it to the Irish to be carrying on a wake
for over 1500 years.

St. Patrick, as we know, was the historic man of God who,
with passion and strength of conviction, converted the people of
Ireland to Christianity.

I have a deep and abiding respect for the accomplishments of
St. Patrick, an individual who was able to turn the head of the
entire Irish race. Having done my best these last 6 years, even
on the minor issues, to convert the likes of Kennedy and O'Neill,
I can only stand in awe of such a man.

St. Patrick's imprint can be found, even today, on the
character of the Irish people and on all of us who trace our
roots to Ireland. One of the most moving moments in my
Presidency was my return to Ballyporeen about 3 years ago. 1I'd
like to take this opportunity to thank again the Irish people for
giving me such a warm homecoming.

I'd also like to take this moment to make two serious

points. It was another such visit ‘paid by an American President
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of Irish descent, John Fitzgerald Kennedy, that resulted in the
formation of the American Irish Foundation.

For over two decades, the American Irish Foundation has been
doing exemplary work on both sides of the Atlantic, underscoring
the bonds of affection and blood between our countries. Since
1976, its efforts have been complemented by those of The Ireland
Fund, which is a non-political, non-sectarian organization that
raises funds to promote peace, culture, and charity in Ireland.

George Bernard Shaw once wrote, "The worst sin toward our
fellow creatures is not to hate them, but to be indifferent to
them; that's the essence of inhumanity.” Well, no one involved
in either of these two fine organizations could ever be labeled
indifferent. Today, it is an honor for me to recognize that the
American Irish Foundation and the Ireland Fund are now officially
merged into one operation. This is its first day, and it is
called The American Ireland Fund. I know we have several
repre;entatives from that organization with us today. ___ and
___ .+ Good luck to you, and God bless the fine work you are
doing.

This type of commitment, this individual responsibility, is
a part of the American way of life, perhaps a part that can be
traced back to Ireland. I know in my own family, we were far
from affluent, yet we were taught to help others.

On this special day, one can't help but think of the
suffering that still plagues St. Patrick's Island. For nearly

two decades, the north has been torn by sectarian violence that

has taken the lives of more than 15400 men, women, and children.
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This brutal and senseless violence against people and destruction
of property is a poison of no possible benefit, an elixir of
death and heartbreak that -- for humanity's sake and for all of
Ireland's sake -- must be set aside.

Out of this tragic situation, the governments of the United
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland took a courageous and
far-sighted step in November of 1985 when they signed the
Anglo-Irish Agreement. The United States supports this accord as
a realistic framework within which the problems of Northern
Ireland can be addressed, an avenue which holds for the best hope
of political stability and economic regeneration.

This agreement was warmly welcomed here, yet we cannot
ignore that, since its signing, violent deaths have increased in
the north. I think the time has long since come when people of
good will -- north and south and on both sides of the Atlantic --
should draw the line and let the perpetrators and supporters of
this violence and mayhem know that they will no longer be
tolerated.

For our part, the United States continues to stand ready to
help. Last year, Congress authorized and I signed into law a
contribution of $120 million to the International Fund for
Ireland. This effort, and those of the two foundations which
today are merged into the American Ireland Fund, has accomplished
much, but there is a long way to go. Now is the time for people
in and out of government to move forward aggressively. Social

harmony and economic progress in Ireland will not come easy, but
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better, more peaceful times will come. Together, the people of
Ireland and the United States can make that happen.

It was 900 years ago when legend tells us that St. Brendan
set forth in his leather boat and headed West. He came back
speaking and writing of a new world. Today, our task is not so
easy. If we are to have a new world, we must build it, and we
must do it together.

So on this St. Patrick's Day, I express the best wishes of
the people of the United States to our cousins and friends, the
people of Ireland. Om croidhe amach [och-mmm cree ah-mok]. Thank

you and God bless you.



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release - March 15, 1985

STATEMFNT BY THE PRESIDENT

St. Patrick's Day

This year I will be celebrating St. Patrick's Day with Irishmen from
North of our border - in a city more generally thought of for its
French, not Irish, customs. Brian Mulroney, a great Irishman and
Canadian, has invited me to participate in St. Patrick's Day

festivities in Quebec City, and I look forward to sharing our Canadian
friends' celebration of this very special day.

As you may know, our planned meeting in Quebec has been dubbed the
"Shamrock Surmmit." I think this is only fitting =~ yet another
indication of the far-reaching influence of the Emerald Isle. As we,
all Irishmen, pay tribute to, and revel in, our shared heritage today,
let us remember our kinsmen in the poetic "land across the Irish Sea"
and reflect on how we can ensure that they too share fully in the
blessings this great heritage has helped bring to us.

Is there a lovelier place on earth? As a recent visitor, I must
answer, no. The whole island, from the glens of Antrim to the rugged
coast of Cork, has a lyrical welcoming beauty, the memory of which a
visitor will retein in his heart forever. Millions of Americans like
me already know this. I hope that millions more will discover it.

Yet the tranquil beauty of the land itself is not sufficient to drown
out the discord. We in America must make every effort to ensure that,
whether knowingly or unknowingly, ro material, financial or
psychological help originates from this side of the Atlantic for those
who advocate and practice violence. As I have said on many occasions,
such persons will find no welcome here. On the contrary, we have
intensified our efforts to ensure that the United States is not the
source of quns and money for such activities.

We encourage those who strive to peacefully resolve problems underlying
the conflict. I also encourage Americans to let their foreign
investment and vacation dollars find a profitable haven in the island,
an approach that would benefit all. Indeed, we firmly believe that
foreign investments, and the employment opportunities that would
accompany such investments, can play an increasingly significant role
in promoting peaceful change. In this reqgard, I urge that serious
consideration be given to all economic as well as political proposals
evolving from a spirit of consensus and reconciliation. We in the
United States can be counted on to do our part to ensure that proposals

which can be of assistance in promoting this process receive due
consideration.

We applaud the increased political interchange in the last year
regarding the Irieh situation and hcpe that it leads to forward
movement so that soon all Irishmen, whether on the green island or
abroad, can share equally in the joy brought by a day like today in the
United States, where it is marked bv peace, friendship and harmony.

1 wish vou all a very happy St. Patrick's Day.

# % #
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Reagan praises
efforts of the

NewIreland Forum

LOS ANGELES—Speaking
lastweek at the annualdinner of
the American Irish Foundation,
Secretary of the Interior William

P. Clark read a message from -

President Reagan which praised
the efforts of the New Ireland
* Forum. He called those efforts,
““‘courageous and forthright.”
The full text of Clark’s brief
remarks were as follows: ‘‘Pres-
ident Reagan conveys his best

wishes to the American founda- .

tion. We have always possessed
here in America a unique and
_compelling interest in- the
-political, economic, cultural and
social well being of all the people
of Ireland north and south.
“We therefore take this op-
portunity to commend the Irish
statesmen for their courageous
and forthright efforts recently
‘embodied in the report of the
New Ireland Forum.
‘“President Reagan continues
in his his message in encourag-
ing the people of Ireland, north
and south, and the governments
of Ireland and Great Britain to
pursue a constitutional and
peaceful solution to the terrible
problems that have so long
plagued the Emerald Isle.”

Asked by reporters later, if
the statement should be consid-
ered an attack on British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher for
her. hardline stance, Clark said:
““The statement speaks for
itself.,” - :

. Many leading American busi-
nessmen were present at the din-
ner. The guests include Ireland’s
Deputy Prime Minister Dick
Spring; the American- Ambas-
sador to Ireland Robert F.
Kane; the Irish Ambassador to
the U.S., Tadhg O’Sullivan; the

American Ambassador to Mex-

ico, John Gavin; and the former
U.S. Ambassador to Dublin,
Peter Dailey.

- After the dihner, Spriné told - »

reporters: ““The President is ob-
viously expressing the American
understanding of the Northern
Irish plitical process and an
awareness of the difficulties of
the situation.”” .
Irish Government -officials,
although cautious in their public
remarks, were clearly pleased at
the tenor of the President’s

message so soon after the failure .

in the Anglo-Irish summit
meeting.

B
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Irish American
Fenian Society ~

Censorship /Visa
Dgrrll?al Can% paign
We the undersigned, recognizing that the policy of
censorship by visa denial against elected members
of Sinn Fein entering the United States, is
discriminating, prejudicial, and responsible for the
following:
¢ Creates animbalance of opinionin the US. which fosters the
ccontinuation of British terror in Ireland, as evidenced by the brutal and
unprovoked attack by pro-British forces on peaceful demonstrators,

including 130 Americans in Belfast on August 12, 1984, resulting in
the murder of Sean Downes by a lethal plastic bullet.

¢ Silences vocal opposition in the US to British terror in Ireland, while
promoting a biased British viewpoint.
¢ Violates the rights of Americans who invite elected members of
Sinn Fein to America in accordance with the First Amendment Right of
free speech. ‘ ‘ ‘
* Do hereby petition members of Congress to undertake the following:
1. Support the issuance of visas to elected members of Sinn Fein to
"enterthe U.S. ‘ . -
-2. Support full Congressional Hearings on Ireland. :
3. Support Congressman Mario Biaggi’'s Resolution 21 to ban the use
of plastic bullets by the British.
4. Protest Britain’s exclusion order against Martin Galvin and the
failure of the US State Department to file a formal protest against the
attack on 130 Americans on August 12, 1984.

Narme
Address;
City ____ : State ____° Zip

Mail Copies to: The Irish-American Fenian Society, Inc.,
10 Sloan Street, South Orange, New Jersey 07079
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Frish. American Huity Eonference
571 Spewcer Tame S
Sun Ao, Texas 78208

August 13, 1984

Faith R. Whittlesey
773 Millbrook Lane
Haverford, PA 19041

Dear Ms. Whittlesey:

A nationwide "anti-Reagan" voter registration drive is causing concern
in the Republican Party. Its chances of success are enhanced by disaffec-
tion among Republican Party members and of independents of minority groups,

and by a reinvigorated grass roots response from non-party members on a
particular issue.

One particular issue of concern to-the Irish American community is
that of British occupation of northeast Ireland and the denial of human
rights there. Members of the 3,000 organizations among the 43,000,000
Irish Americans have now banded together in the_Irish American Unity
Conference for more effective, organized nation-wide political action.

The Republican Party's silence on the northern Ireland situation and
President Reagan's apparent support of the Thatcher government's policies
there have created vociferous opposition among Irish- Americans. (The
facts of British brutality are available in psoceedings of the European
Court of Human Rights, reports of Amnesty International and of various
commissions including Britain's own Bennett Commission.)

The Democratic Party adopted an Irish “plank" in its platform. The
Republican Party has an opportunity to "go them one better” by adopting a
"plank" similar to the enclosed or adopting as party policy the points
outlined.

It would be ironic if, while the national ticket is emphasizing what
has been done, congressional and senatorial seats are last because of what
is not done. :

Sincerely,

abwd MMW»@"’

ohn B. Flannery
Director Membership Services

JBF /cmt

Enclosure



REPUBLICAN PARTY PLATFORM IRISH PLANK

AS PROPOSED BY IRISH AMERICAN UNITY CONFERENCE

The Republican Party expresses grave concern over the violence in
Northern Ireland and urges immediate negotiations between represen-
tatives of the United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland, and all major
political parties within the cur(ént boundaries of Northern Ireland.
The United States should offer its good offices to assist in bringing
together all political parties for the purpose of negétiations leading
to an end to the causes of violence, because the conflict is a source

of concern to freedom-loving people everywhere, especially to the

Irish-American community, numbering 43.7 million by the 1980 Census.

The government of the United States must use its resources to
help bring an end to the massive human righfg vioclations in Northern
Ireland, and to help the people of Ireland exercise their rights of
national self-determination. A stable Iredand should be understood as

a matter of enlightened self-interest for the United States and the

entire North Atlantic community.

In this context, it must be further understood that the only hope
for the establishment of a just and lasting peace and stability in all
of Ireland, her islands and territorial seas lies in reunification

under a sovereign Irish government.

We also condemn the efforts to 1imit American public debate on
such foreign policy questions as Central America and Northern Ireland
by denying visas to representatives of all political persuasions of

those countries to visit the United States.



IRISH PLANK IN THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM

The Democratic Party supports an active role by the United States
in safeguarding human rights in Northern Ireland by achieving an
enduring peaceful settlement of the conflict. We oppose the use of
plastic bullets in Northern Ireland, and we urge all sides to reject
the use of violence. The Democratic Party supports a'ban on all com-
mercial transactions by the U.S. Government with firms in England and
Ireland that practice discrimination in Northern Iretand on the basis
of race, religion or sex on an on-going basis. We affirm our strong
commitment to Irish unity--achieved by consent and based on recon-
ciliation of all the people of Ireland. The Democratic Party is
greatly encouraged by the historic and hopefﬁl Report of the New
Ireland Forum which holds the promise of a real breakthrough. A
Democratic President will promptly appoint a special envoy and urge
the British as well as the political leaders in Northern Ireland to
review the findings and proposals of the Forum with open hearts and
open mind, and will appeal to them to join a new initiative for peace.
The Congress and a Democratic President will stand ready toc assist
this process, and will help promote jobs and investments, on a non-
discriminatory basis, that will represent a significant contribution

to the cause of peace in Ireland.



EMBASSY OoF IRELAND

AMBASAID NA HEIREANN 2234 MASSACHUSETTS AVE. N. W.

(202) 462-3930 WasHINGTON, D. C. 20008

FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE ISSUED IN DUBLIN ON FRIDAY 3 AUGUST 1984 AT 18,00 HRS

The Government is deeply concerned at the activities of NORAID which is an
organisation that has made no secret of its support for the IRA. NORAID is an
IRA front organisation and has been found to be such by the Courts in the
United States. It has been condemned on numerous occasions by successive

Irish Governments.

Delegations from NORAID are not welcome in Ireland and no member of the

Government or official will meet with them.

k & % % % & % %

6 August 1984
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: May 1, 1984

TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY
THROUGH: FRANK DONATELLI
FROM: LINAS KOJELIS
Associate Director

Office of Public Liaison
Room 438 OEOB, Ext. 2741
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FYI

[0 For Your Review

O

Please Return By

[0 Comments

More bad news from the ethnic press.
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Apr.'l 7, 1984

WEWPOENTVIEWPOH
A tale of New York. ..

Things happened last week in three cities. In New

York, in response to their supporters and also to spokes-

- men and women of several Irish-American organizations
all three Democratic presidential candidates spoke out
on the Irish issue.

Walter Mondale strongly reaffirmed his support fora
special U.S. enyoy to Northern Ireland and said if elected
President he would appoint such an envoy. Gart Hart re-
issued a statement on Northern Ireland he had made
earlier and he too v01ced support for the spec1a1 envoy
proposal.

"~ In a moving statement issued last Monday, Jesse
Jackson showed a solid grasp of the issues Wthh are of
concern to Irish Americans. .

Of course, when they are runmng for office pohtl-_
cians tend to tell their listeners what they want to hear.
But still, when was the last time all the candidates in a
Democratic presidential primary addressed issues of

" concern to Irish Amencans" The answer to that questlon
is never. '

- So, at least for now, there 1s reason to beheve that the -

" Irish i issue may actually get an amng in thlS pre51dent1a1_

electlon T

kS E .a_ﬂgmmgton- e

IRISH ECHO/SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 1684

~In Washmgton last weekend delegates from the Irlsh' '
‘America Conference met with officials there.
“They had hoped to meet with someone in the White -
House, but had to settle for the State Department. -~ :*
- That meetmg, apparently, was less than satisfactory. " .
However, we urge the leaders of the Unity Conference to
* "persevere. They are on the right track. The adrmmstra-A
tion will have to start listening to its own citizens instead -
of to the London and Dublin governments very shortly.
Often, particularly in election years, what happens in -
Washmgton does not count half as'much as what hap--
.. . pens in New York or Los Angeles or Houston or many’
- towns, big “and small, across the nation., '
h all three Democratic candldates speaking out on
sh issue, it is more than likely that the Democratic_
will have a strong ““Irish plank” in its platform.-
epubhcan‘Party would thus 1gnore the issue at its

51dent Reagan made 51gmﬁcant mroads mto the.»
y Democratic Irish vote four years ago. :
he and his campaign advisers would be wisenotto .
or granted that he will do'the same thing in 1984,. "
there is some commitment to helpine settle the
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on the Irish issue.

Walter Mondale strongly reafﬁrmed his support fora
special U.S. envoy to Northern Ireland and said if elected
President he would appoint such an envoy. Gart Hart re-
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L Washington does not count half as much as what hap-
: . pens in New York or Los Angeles or Houston or many’
e towns, b1g -and small, across the nation., T

h all three Democratic candidates speaking out on

sh issue, it is more than hkely that the Democratic_

will have a strong ““Irish plank” in its platform.-
epubhcan Party would thus gnore the issue at 1ts E
lSk. = : s et -
sident Reagan made 51gmﬁcant 1nroads into the.'

y Democratic Irish vote four years ago. . =
he and his campaign advisers would be wisenotto .
or granted that he will do'the same thing in 1984,. °

there is some commitment to helpmg settle the

ern Ireland impasse. .
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“who is- responsxble for'thisor that
RS oIe €, condemning: . symptoms
&5 ;thmg to cure the:disease. =
- tinstead .ask how it is
B possxble to eliminate " the very.
~cause ‘of the violence in order to
. secure'a just and lastmg solutlon
~to the- confliet. - C e

Al electoral mltlatlves in-the
. past have faxledfor one fundamen- -
* tal ‘reason: they. have Hot: taken
.mto “account - the

ic
" cultural and polltlcal ties w1t
peoplés of Britain' and: Ireland “we
~are therefore in an 1dea1~»po tion
to encourage asa common iend,

-mocratxc N
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hite House‘

No lnsh Need HApply

The conventlon program of the
Irish American. Unity Conference:

‘was planned and published. Noti-

ces wére sent to the membershlp
Sirice the convention was being
held in the national capital,,and

- since it 'ig” traditional .that 'some-

kid who raises a giant rutabaga or
some pretty girl whogets crowned
Pumpkin Queen gets a White

House reception and a public rela-

tions photo taken with our Presi-
dent, it seemed only hatural thata

solvent, educated, respectable and
eminently middle class delegation *

of American Irish voters would

get.a civil welcome, if not an Irish .

welcome, at the White: House.
They might even gef a fleeting

glance at Ronnie himself; Hell, if .

Princess Margaret (“The Irlsh
they're pigs”) spends the weekend

‘there, the .taxpayers should at

least get inside the door. -

In February, Michael O’Finn,
National representatlve of IAUC
and Philadelphia drea resident,

_called the White House Office for
‘Public Liaison to arrange for a
combined. White -House: Office-of -
Pubhc Llalson and U S. State De

partment brlefmg at’ the Whlte-

House. Remémber when Faith
Ryan Wh:ttlesey was .put in
charge of getting all the ethnics
and minorities to join the Ronme
Reagan team?

It was agreed ‘with the Whlte
House OPL that 100 Irish Ameri-
can Unity Conference delegates
wouild attend-the brlefmg it the
White' House. ‘The meeting 'was
scheduled for-4:30 p.m. oni'March -
31 in the old Executive Office
Building:

TheIAUC delegates would meet
first at 4 p.m. at 17th and‘G Street
i Wasthiinigton, B.C. in" front. of
the Executive Office Building.
They would bring a photo identifi-
cation and undergo ‘a security

" check. The names of all IAUC

delegates attending the meeting
would be submitted to the White

: House OPL by March 28.

M1chae1 Q’Finn seént details of

~the scheduled White House meet-
"ing toJohn Flannery, Irish Ameri-

can Unity Cérference

'Inform_atxon Director, at the IAUC

{Contmued on page 4)
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AMBASAID NA HEIREANN 2234 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N. W.

(202) 462-3939 WASHINGTON, D. C, 20008

8 May 1984

<i;l;>“Cch( z~uk/v49~§

I enclose for background information a selection of initial
Irish and British media coverage of the New Ireland Forum
Report. The material is necessarily somewhat extensive, but,
I have provided an index which I hope will allow you to
identify and select articles of particular interest.

There has, of course, also been extensive coverage of the Forum
Report, including editorials, in the U.S. media (e.g. Boston,
New York, Washington, Philadelphia) and, I'll be glad to
provide these as required.

Best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

=

James A, Sharkey
Counsellor

JAS/msg
Enclosures
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SUMMARY OF IRISH MEDIA COVERAGE FOR 3RD MAY 1984

New Ireland Forum Report

Irish Times lead story states Irish and British Government are
to begin without delay studies of the Forum Report and prep§ring
for an Anglo-Irish summit at which the Taoiseach (Prime Minister
of Ireland) will impress on Mrs. Thatcher urgent need for an
initiative on the North. Report continues that Taoiseach last
night described a unitary state as the preferred option of the
participants, but Mr. Haughey saw it as their only choice.

It quotes Taoiseach's speech that Forum was not a blueprint

for the Ireland of the future but an agenda for possible action.
Report describes Forum as uncompromising in its attitude to the
responsibility borne by Britain for conditions in the North.
Irish Times report from London states Secretary of State for
Northern Ireland, James Prior, yesterday welcomed parts of the
Forum Report but critjcised others. It continues that Prior

is to study the report in detail and give a considered response
to it later this month.

Irish Independent lead story states Taoiseach is preparing to
tell Mrs. Thatcher that the Forum's conclusions have provided
enough material with which to start foundations for a new system
of government in Northern Ireland and that an initially hostile
reaction from Britain did not diminish Dublin expectations that
essential preparations had been made for a political break-
through.

Irish Press lead story states sharp.differences-emerged with
Fianna Fail leader's (Charles J. Haughey) view that a unitary
state was Forum's only recommendation while Taoiseach indicated
that other options are also on the table. It quotes Secretary
Prior as saying that Forum analysis of British policy since 1920
was one-sided and unacceptable while agreeing that report
contained positive elements.

Irish Times editorial states for perhaps the first time national-
ist Ireland has studied the unionist dilemma thoroughly rathern
than arguing with it and has striven to see how it could be
accommodated with the views of the rest of the people in the
country. It states that there is more positive thinking in the
document about the future relationship of orange and green than
has been seen before and describes main message of Forum as one
of hope.

Irish Independent editorial states that Forum is very clear on
question of options and while Fianna Fail leader is right in
stating unity is the solution all parties would like to see
emerdge, the report has had to face political realities by includ-
ing other options and they are there to be explored. It con-
cludes that people in the North cannot deny the honesty of purpose
of the Forum or ignore the benefits which would flow to the

island if one of the options in the Report were implemented.

Irish Press editorial states Forum will be seen as a moment in
history at which constitutional nationalist tide swept up to a
higher point than had been achieved since troubles began and that
it was a pity report has produced something of an Irish stew-type
reaction in the short term. It continues that it will now be up
to Government to act on report and states that it is fairly clear
which of the options carries most favour in the report but at this
stage obviously nothing is ruled out.

e .
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THURBDAY, MAY 3, 1984

An analysis
by ‘proud
nationalists’
—Taoiseach

THE PFOLLOWING is the
statement by the Taoiseach,
Dr Fitzgerald, to the closi

session of the New Irelan
Forum ‘

Noone can be in doubt
sbout the historic character of
this occasion.

While I have no wish to
gu}enm all the diﬁ?em?f

to the problem
No:t’izem_ Ireland which we,
the in this Forum,
brought to our work have been
eliminated, 1 believe that we
are also entitled to express
satisfaction, ‘and ind to
take s measure of pride in the
.work we have done ether
& the representatives of con-

stitutional nationalism in this .

island — as ies nt-
ing almost thres quarters. of
the inhabitants of Ireland and
over 90 per cent of those who
share the majority nationalist
mggon wo’? the probl
an em
we face is an Irish nationalist
analysis. We are, every one of
ws, lrish nationalists, and
proud of our heritage. Others

ve
will not lg,ee with all. the
details of this analysis. It is
right, nonetheless, that it
should be placed on the
record.

But having placed it on the
record, wmve gone ond,
I would say we ave
transcended

could, we hope, form a basis
for common und between
the two traditions in this
island, and of common action
by the two Governments in
these islands, designed to rec-
oncile these two traditions.

The report of the Forum is
not a blueprint for the island
of the future. The representa-
tives of one of two traditions
in this island cannot arrogate
such a task to themselves
slonc. What we have together
assembled s mot a blueprint
but an agende for possible
action.

The ideas we’hl:m put for-
together an open-
to the other tradition in
is island, and a sehsitivity to
pations of
fong to that tradition,
which have no precedent in
Irish history.

1 believe that this orennest
will be recognised publicly by
many, and possibly privately

more among those
who do not share our

-
-

We in the New Ireland
Forum are, 1 feel, entitied to
hope that others, the British
people and their leaders and
those of the Unionist tradition,
whose analysis of the back-
ground to the present situation
may differ notably from our
own, will show a similar
openness in their approach to
the resolution of the problems
with which history has left us
in this island.

S ing for myself 1 have
Inr%:zk :‘ at chlseéuring this
last year. encounters we have
had with witnesses of both tradi-
tions from Northern Ircland have,
in particular, added a depth, a
new realism and an ad com-
mitment to my feeling for the
problem. I would venture to say
that afl my collcagues have had a
similar experience. So, too,

the Pubbc session of the

Forum, have’ the people of both

of Ireland, but particularly, 1

’ licve, the m of this Sgl!c
who have thus been exposed in ap

2

2PE]

deepen the awareness of all Irish
ll‘:ofthe¢=t>n'|plexitiesoft.lu:

m.

As leader of Fine Gael! and as
Taoiscach 1 would ask every
organisation in Ireland, eve
debating society, every social,
cultural and ing club, every
family and every individual to
study this report, to reflect on it
and to bring to us the politicians,
their own reactions.

There are, I suggest, three cle-
ments to the process started here’
today: the first must be an
immense effort of reflection and
education about this problem
within the nationalist tradition,
continuing what has now been
begun.‘m‘)lﬁ\c second should be a
Otlmsixnilar effort on the of the

tagonists to problem
of Norpﬁr:m Ireland. This we must
encourage in the days ahead. And
the third has to be action. This too

. we must work  for, carefully,
. paticatly and tirelessly. :

No. M3t SFECIAL

" 1 would like to pay tnibute to all
who bhave participated in this
work. T must express my gratitude
to my colleagues in my own party
who, worki together in com-
radeship, with realism and with
dedication, have been responsible
for our contribution to what has
finally emerged. But I want to pay
tribute, too, to the represcntatives
of the other parties which bave
taken part in this exercise. They,
like ourselves, have been quite
clearly motivated asa determina-
ton to overcome tacles in our
way arising from the different
perspectives and divergences in
our past histories.

uild, nonc have held back, nor
aced advantage before the

the helpful sdvice and criticism
the Forum received from so mamy
different quarters throughout
Northern For myself, it
has been a t;n“q%eo privilege to
ipate in thi rum.
pambt we owe to the chair-
man and the secretariat is

immense. This of people,
assembled togetg‘:‘?or this very

?aal purpose, for the most part
d not even know cach other
before they undertook this task.
Some of thtf-,m E:ldnﬁm:hor no

rience of working wi iti-
Clans — which s 8°ve %
kind of activity i 1 i
dedication has been whole-
bearted. To their intelligence and
to their ingenuity we, the political
participants in this Forum, and the
people of this island as a whole,
owe an epormous debt.

Our report is, as [ said, not a
bluel‘:il.int!En rather an agenda: an
agen t upposes further
action. This np;::t will m:;dm
historically not by the skil with
which divergent views have been
meshed together or its litetary
style, but by whether it did in fact
lcad to action that brought peace
and stability to our island.

We, the constitutional and
natjonalist politicians in the island,
cannot by ourselves '_ﬂ,?dm the
action pecessary for this purpose.
Others must play their part. It
must be our hope and prayer that
our action here will promote con-
structive reaction and that our
action here will promote construc-
tive reaction that we and the
other politicians in these islands
;l:o jointly have the ;espo:n;“blhty

ing peace and stability in
Ireland, 3& succeed in our («tlylk.
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Taoiseach
welcomes
British . ..

reaction

THE TAOISEACH, Dr Fin-
- Gerald, said yesterdey that,

becsuee of his own hack-

gt:md be wanted a anitary State
only solution which would .
produce

"hind of Wheral democratic Sute

which couwld not easily be,

achieved by any other means. But
¥ he wers 8 Northern Unionist he
would look., he said, at the

fedcration/confederation solution

%o oblain .equal partnership with
e o 7 F o B e

ayiag a role.
Hs m"dbcunigg the Forum

4

The Taobeach maintsined th'lt
the British reaction w0 the
been extramcly good..

411
i

tored closely was aimost
favoursble and extended

the M? of papers
wnded o be favounbk to
papers which pormslly
rather ontical view of
; that was imponast,

Es' é?l
Epeterd

4
conference now. Dr Fitze
replicd thut such o confer-
not referred 0 in the

s
zf‘z

&

on differcnt furms of unity set

s sailary State snd @
ration/conlederation and
agiccment to move io that

you aceded 8 Bew con-
and abvioush # sould
drawn al 8 copslitu-
ference. ¢ confer-
aot peecsssrily be Tar

1521

FpErs
HiH

sep wae for the
cpmment (0 Fe-asiess
jon in the kght of reac-
report. )

oddcd that the disagreement

e
o1

the mcani of the report
foomed fless hnt‘:c in the Bnush

"
mecdia reacthion which ‘e

he waoted a constitu ‘

of the report dut the chap-.

:m( suthonty mught bc rcparded
Rritsin ot the valy ewpuc.
Cerinjnly there had been  fomis-
tence that the separt cuntain those
three models. “fhere would nat
have been 20 agreed soport wnics
those models were there bocause
many of us werc comcous that if
we put forward our sspiretion 1o a
sniary Swic snd wothing else i
could he seen by Brituin »s nut &
scrious cfion. as a re-giatement of
the 1920 poritiom and a5 wnwill-
ingnets to enter nn serious dis-
anuon,” the Tuohcach said.

Avked if & sumniit meeling with
Mrs Thatcher was the next siep he
8aid thet media pruple were faeci-
asted by summaus, but ofien for
summity 89 be succcssful the work
had 10 be done beforchand.

Asked if he wished the Ameni-
can President to endorse the
scport, the Toaoizeach answered
thet any such endorscment wis
useful and favourahie reaction {n
Americu und elscwhere helpful but
the decid factor was otti-

The Government must now fake
responaibility, the Taoiseach de-
clared. “The matter i now in our
bands. The Forum has done it
work.”

The - of the Britsh
Socis! mocratic  Party, - Mrs
Shirley Williams said she would
bave given the Forum report mose
welcome thun the British
Government did. ' was difticult
fv e Forum 10 comc oul ia the
way ft d&id, given ke
comstiturpcics of Ws parties. It
shows courage paiticularly . fn.,

ing the Protesiani identity
o5 » valid part_of the Lish ywds-
sion and In 13 wilhngness o be

sellcritical im f pnulysn ... It
deserves o t welcome,” Mg
wuh_lm : e

\
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FitzGerald
Unionist
Vem hag

By CHRIS GLENNON

TAOISEACH Garret FitzGersald has’ made it
clear that the -Unionist veto on a united
Ireland should not block a new form of Govern-

.. ment. for the .North.

~ And British Prime

‘Minister, Mrs. Margaret

Tharcher, in her first

public responze to the
New Ireland Ferum
report, bas locepted
the imporrance of “an
Irish aspect in solving
the problem of the
North, L
She mted clearly that
sy gotermnment attempling
to find s solution to the
Nombera cosflicts eannot
do a0 by being English or
British mlope.
"l'l!u Js¢ am Irish
to  @his” Mmn,
,'lhwht apreed. . c
Bat » formm! Asglo-
‘idsh  Sommit  meetin
betwees  Dr.  FitzGers!
and Mn Thatoher to dis-
o the émplications of
the Forum ryeport 4 wm-
kikely before the Amtumn.



. Afatrs Minister Me, Peter ~

| I and Brivieh Secie-

ur?.tor Norhern heland
James Prior gre e

rcctcd to bezin Boun.

The Taoleach in Jlely
to ecun into direct confiict
with Fanns Fai, leader,
Charles Naughey foltowing
hig commanty on the pres-
tistous TV “Weekend
"World” proaramme.

The clear [mplicabion

! drawa from the jntervicws
was that Dr. Fltthnld
would be prepared to back
a power-gharing adminls.
‘eration !n the North

Mr, &M, mantdis

the view the North
lls faiied politicaky and
sconomicdlly  and that
pesce and stability tan

oply come throuth a uni-

Jary state with a singlc

ovemment ang eonshiin- |

T MAJORITY BAR
The Taniscach Yeueiduy
made his cearest siatement
of the “Unilonist veto™
uumbhng dusk than a1

a0y lime since he first

ame into government
Britain's comtitutional

guarsntee that the position

of the North could pot

be  chaneed muti! 8

mafority there wanted that
had come, Dr. FitzGarsld

declared, 10 be used as n

veto on how Northern
Ttelond was  goverped
within the exisling sitvs-
tiop.

This drd not~ make
sease. he sa.d. The Britieh
Gioverntent must dc:.ldp
bow pay part of the U

Continasd frem Puge Oss
wal swcmed an Yong ag it
miinyg in the U,

But Dr. PitsGersid @id
:mumh would m:»irm ‘wish
0 srewt  bmpos a
Iohnlwn oz the North.

separste Interview
RTF -aso. the Taok-
ua spoke mm
Angio-Trish muod
fnitha! ¢ from Lon-
don to Forum roport

- publivhed fust Wednesdsy.

Bup he ruled out an
early Summit maeting with
M. dbatcher. *If Sum.
iz are to be svccrashs
the work has 10 be doge
Beforehad and 2 gommit
is pot the orucial thiag™

~  GQUARANTER .

'Du hatbb Prime Atini.

radio

hwrmv. nhennd the

uarntee to the majority

tic North vhat “they

remain British unlem they

emnsent to bheving S o
ferent srrapgement,”

Mrs. Thatcher gave o
firm wundertak to con-
sider in donni “Forum
feport.

The nnder} thems of
Dr Etxﬁm V inter.

t!u cregtion

h ﬂe .Nor:h s form
ndmh.nraﬁon 80 wvhich
comnmsunities would

d allegizpcs and gup-

'l‘hc twoe Qovernmenn
oonid  upderpin  that -
adminlptration without
alering the sovarsigoty of
th Non

30

Ullonht rule nd 0 d
direct rule, Northem
Nationalists eould spot
sccept, Dr.  FitzGerald
said. a new model of Gov-
ernment feom whick they
would be excluded for.
aver.

But powersharing. he
streased, cvuld mor exist
for decadas, Alter 3 period
of vormalisation there
could be a return to the
majority rule produced in
alections, -

t tha

;‘g«u" would ebstruct
. He replied. Trv
me™, and went on tn state
hat’ the Irieh people were
toncerned to have the

problem of the North

solved.

*1 dor't think any solu.
tion will be turned down

th h
.Zd.l”“ people”, he

X the develaping Brivah
m nst to the report s
ntained, tbe Yaolsesch

h BOt expected 10 request
Prasider: Reazan, dnring
his official «igit here In
June, to_sxert U.S, pres-

A e~
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Taoiseach tones down
US role in Forum debate

By Deaks Coghlan

¥ME Teotseach, Dr FirGersid.
idiffered publicly with the Fianna
wil feader. Mr Haughey, yester-
, 0n the devirability of publcly
bulh; President Reagan to
the Forum veport and to

o: the British Gonmimem to
set s comstitubonal
&mm be visin dreland

I June. .

s Dr PuzOerald commented that
was recognition by the
‘British Government thet there was
»asd for movement, bt was ot
e fhst outside pressurd was
Selpful snd that &t coul even be

counter-productive,

' The eopsidered response by the

Pritish Covernment to the Forym
s expected %0 be made
In the week before Prosi-

wemt Reagan comes bere. Follows

d

1

adh publication of the repornt,
al sowves in London indica.
that 8 formal response was
0 be releascd in abour three
i . and if thst timewablc &
‘adbered to, the OGovernment
Jwould be able to asiess in
‘advance any bencfit that might be

from isvolving Presideny

Altready, Goveroment ources
sre expressing satisfoction at the
Eosmvc nature of the British

avernmen:’s initial reaction and
the telavision isterview n by
Mi1s Thatcher ycsicrday has
strengthened shat impression.

In an Wnierview In e Sundey
Independent, Fianna Fal
Fretiien Reopn, during s v

sident it
bere o engione the md w
call on the Bnimh Uovernment w

i feh sctting up a consltutional

con

rence.
H identified the cstablivh-
ment 8 unitary sate o U
particular wish of the Forum
rtics, in the Interview, My
uughey added that be ook little
imerest in the wording of the
chy ;‘ on the flg'cnllconhdenl
an ut sytborlty propusals
becpusc be did mot tﬁnk they
we::m u-hm:d o&ﬂons.' Joul:,t
authurity wou particular
disastrous. he suid.

Duﬁnftﬂw course of [nterviews
with RTE mdio and wlevision, the
Taoheach wak asked H be wonild
seek support from President
Reugan ing his visit and he
commented thul “it doesn't ueces

& o de mobilisin
nﬂ?ﬂ"mmm&."’

Earfier., when ssked if he
wished the United Staes Presi-
dent o epdorse the mport, Dr
FixGerald answered that sny such
endorseraent was weful, and
favourable reaction »
and ehewhere but

d«:‘d'm.‘haor was the pititedes

of the British and krish CGovern-
parbes

emn Irelund. In 2 shtuation shere

the British Goverament was

4

wnwitling to make . SOIe
extemnal preseure be wchul
— be knew of one such cese

As fur 33 a limetable for ioter-
Goveroment tatks was eoncerned,
the Taohecach cuommeniod that be
tbuught that “we
talks 1o wecks, rathet than mosths
and sk solutioos B anooths,
rather thun yecan.” :
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Haughey
describes
report as

historic

THE FOLLOWING is the statement of the Fianna Fail leader,
Mr Haughey, to the final session of the New Ireland Forum:

The work of the New Ire-
land Forum represents an his-
toric achievement. There is no
geeedem in the past 60 years

r the coming together in one
body of all the poit::l:al parties
representing nationalist in-
ion North asnd South. Wc‘;n]:lve
made a serious and sustained

effort to stug?' in depth the
problem of Northern Ireland

and to propound a political

solution.

It is 2 major triumph that we
have been able to agree on so
much and I would loke to pay
tribute to my fellow-party
leaders and the members of
the respective delegations for

their responsible, dedicated

approach to the intimidating
task which faced us all.

I wish to offer my deepest
personal gratitude and that of
my delegation and party to our
distinguished chairman Dr
Colm O hEogha. He under-
took as a
without hesitation one of the
most arduous and demanding
tasks of modern lrish politics.
His total commitment, his
calm courteous patience and,
above all, his determination
that the Forum would suc-
ceed, contributed more than
any other single factor to the
successful outcome of our
work.

To his talented and equally
committed secretariat, to the
respective delegation
secretaries and all those many
others who have helped us so
significantly in one way of
another in our historic task, I
convey our deepest thanks.

The report we present today
contains the considered views
of those who represent three-
quarters of the people of this
island, and an overwhelming
mejority of those who see
themselves as nationalists. The
Forum has listened with care
and attention to all those who
have presented their views to
us. e report takes into
sccount all such views in its
formulation and in its
conclusion.

triotic duty -and |

The Forum has succeeded in
the task it set itself and has
presented an agreed basis on
which peace and stability
could be built in a new Ire-
land. The report will, I be-
lieve, stand the test of time. It
speaks for itself. Its e
recommendations will form the
basis of an_lyhegcnuine political
progress. report shows
that careful thouglgto has been
given to the different obstacles
and that there are none that
cannot be overcome.

However, the objectives of
the Forum cannot accom-

lished by ourselves alone.

e are now entitled, in the
basis of our endeavours to ask
all those who are in a position
to do so, to address the prob-
lem with the same degree of
seriousness and dedication we
have devoted to it. We would
ask them to study the report
carefully and with an open
mind. Not to do so would be
in effect, be rejecting democ-
nc[\;cand constitutional politics
in Ireland, with all that entails.
There is a very clear choice
confronting everyone, to
accept the Forum report as 8
basis for progress or to allow
death and wiolence with all
their destructive consequénces
to gain the upper hand.

Northern ple have a

ud tradition, in which they

ve contributed greatly to
Ireland’s achievements in the
fields of indus and com-
merce, in the fields of litera-
ture and the arts, and in many
of the social and political
struggles of the last two
centures. They have a rightful
place in the leadership of this,
their country. It is a challenge
to which, I believe, they will
sooner or later respond, to the
enormous benefit of the coun-
try as a whole and all the

pe%e of Ireland.
en this happens it will
bring to all parts of the island
a resurgence of hope, and a
prospenty and pcace that has
s0 long eluded us but which is
our destiny and our right.
Rath Dé ar an obair até
déanta againn le chéile agus ar
mbuintir na hEireann uile.

fo. 3 WECIAL
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Haughey says media stress
on differences ‘uncalled for’

THE Fianna Fail lJeader, Mr
‘Haughey. sgid in an RTE radio
interview yesterday that the media
emphasis on the differences be-

tween the party leaders at press |

conferences following the publica-
tion of the Forum report was
“most unfortunate and totally
uncalled for."

**The first thing everyone
should do is concentrate on the
fantastic Bmount of agreement; on
the fact that four party political
leaders, with our diggrent beliefs,
traditions and policies, ‘would
come together for so long and
agree on so much,” he said.

Interviewed by John Bowman,
Mr Haughey said the Forum
report was probably the greatest
degree of unanimity and agree-
ment which the party leaders ‘were
able to reach. “The fact that we
were able to put together such an
imrrcssive compendium of
realities which we were prepared
to egree on, and to confront, was
a most impressive political
achievement. It was unhappy that
we were all catapulted yesterday
into instant comment, both politi-
cians and journalists. It would
have been better if we had all
been able to sit back for two or
three days, read the report and
then give our reaction.”

Asked if this meant he regretted
anything he had said at this press
conference, Mr Haughey replied:
“Cenainly_not. Not at all. There
is no question of that. What | said
was that ]| asked everyone to stick
to what the report actually said.
That's all 1 want. I think that's
what all the Forum members
would wish. We were able to
reach agreement on so much. and
{hathink it's important to stick to

l.“

He continued: “Many of us
would perhaps have liked more in
the report and many would
perhaps have liked things taken
out. at doesn't matter. The
report now speaks for itself; we
agreed on it.pind 1 want every-
body in politics and in journalism
to concentrate on what’s in the
report. not on what might have
been in it, or what to add to it or
subtract from it. 1 think it does no
good, and serves no cause, for
people to say ‘You disagreed
sbout this or that.” The report is
very specific and 1 think we
should accept it as it s and for
what it says.”

Mr;_Haughey said he did rot
believe there was any basic dis-
agreement between the party

leaders on the report. “We all
knew vyesterday what we were

ing to say. Broadly speaking, all
our of us knew what we were
*%ing to say about the report.

ere was no disagreement be-
tween us in that regard. It's
important to realise what the
Forum was. It wasn't a Govern-
ment, or even a party, conference.
It wasfour party leaders coming
together in a very unique situa-
tion.

*1 believe it was inevitable that
when .we had reached agreement
on so much, every one of us, and
the Taoiscach particularly, was

uite entitled to say ‘Look, that's
the report, we've all agreed on
that, and now I, as Taoiscach, or
leader of Fine Gael. I want to give
my view as to what is ible,
and what should be attempted.’
and so on. He is perfectly entitied
to do that and | don't disagree
with that in the slightest.”

Mr Haughey said he might per-
sonally disagree with the Taoi-
scach's preference, but inter-
viewers and commentators should
not say that the party ‘leaders
could not agree. “Can’t you con-
centrate on what we did agree on.
Let us get this suggestion out of
the way, that there was any great
detraction from the " effectivencss
of the report because of the press
conferences ycstcrda}v. 1 don’t be-
lieve there was. We all, in all
honesty, said ‘That's the report,
we agreed that much, now 1 would
like to say this or that hereafter.’

“We all now revert tb our
normal political roles and they are
important. I think it's important
that we should have constructive
g_olitical discussions from here on.

he report is mow a basic
document. agreed to the extent

‘that it is by us all, and we now
.resume ,normal

political _opera-
tions. The Government has its
responsibilities; it will hopefully
take certain initiatives and actions,
and will made certain proposals.
We in the Opposition will look at
them, maybe support them, maybe
not, 1 't know. The great
volume of agreement generated by
the Forum and cnshrined in the
report will now be a very satis-
factory basis from which we can
all work from here on.”

Asked if he would go to the
negotiatirxnxﬁ table if federalism or
confederalism was on the agenda,
Mr .Hauﬁhey said that would
depend. “First of all, the report

envisages very an all-round

constitutional conference and that -

is for whatever proposals are put

forward. It is my view that it is at
that all-round constitutional con-
ference that we would disclose
what we wish and would accept,
and what we would agree or
disagree with.

*In particular 1 think its terribly
important that at that conference
the Unionists for the first time
would spell out for us their fears,
‘this is what we want, this js what
we want to preserve, these are the
safeguards we would require.’ It's
only at that lu%e we will get
down to the actual formulation of
a new Constitution.”

Asked again if he would “go to
the conference table™ to discuss a
federal solution, Mr Haughey said:
“I've gone to the conference
table. ' If there is an all-round
constitutional conference, called
by the British and Irish Govern-
ments, I'll go to it. There's no
question about that. What an all-
round conference means is that all
sections of our Irish community
would attend. That's what it's all
about, every section of the com-
munity, Unionists, Nationalists,
the political parties. The important

‘thing is that it would be under the

aegis and guidance of both the
Bntish and Irish Governments.
That’s the important thing. 1 be-
lieve if that were to happen every-
thing is possible from then on. |
would be very very optimistic.”

Questioned about the signifi-
cance of the reference in the
report to a “unitary state.” Mr
Haughey said: “Let me direct
your attention to asﬁaeciﬁcally what
it says. First of all, it sal{s “the
‘poliuical structure . . . ™ the very
definite article, the particular
structure, and it doesn’t say ‘the

litical structure which we would
F:vourﬂm *. . . which we would
approve of.’ It is what we would
wish to see established. Now
that’s very specific and categoric.
All I'm asking is that people read
that and read what's in the
report.”

He continued: “All day yester-
day I concentrated on ' asking
everyone to read it, and to accept
what was in it, not add to it or
substract from it. 1 didn’t dismiss
anything in the report at all. 1 said
it spoke for ftself. What any one
of us might or might no have
preferred 't matter.”

Politiciens and commentators
should not be entering into hypo-
thetical arguments about federal-
tsm at this stage, he said. “The
Forum report is not ;?'polhetical.
Ninety-nine per cent of 1t is about
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realities, a recounting of what has
happened, a realistic account of
the present situation. a very clear
outlining of realities we must face,
and then it goes onh very specifi-
cally to spell out how we should
accommodate thosc realities, and
how we shuld get to that point.
The principal mechanism is that
the British and Irish Governments
would now call the all-round con-
stitutional conference to devise
the Constitution for a new
sovereign Ireland.

“Of course, it’s that point that
all the guarantees to the Unionists
come into play. The Unionists at
that all-round conference would
spell out very clearly and in their
own blunt, hard-headed way what
they want, what their et is,
what their beliefs are, what their
traditions are, what they want
preserved, what they want
protected, and what guarantees
they want to preserve and protect
those things. There’s nothing
aspirational about that. That's a
vcr}f clearcut mechanism and path
to follow.” )

Asked if it was not aspirational
in the sensc that Unionists still
had a veto “on the ground”, Mr
Haughey said: *“Of course, yes.
They don't have a veto. There is
an Act of the British Government
which ;;‘rovides a veto, and I think
again the rcron is very good and
very factual on that point. It
points out that that veto was
originally a quarantee about the
constitutional position of Northern
Ircland, but as time has gone on
the Unionist politicians in North-
ern Ireland have used what was a
limited constitutional guarantee to

vent any form of political dia-
E:uc with the Nationalist com-
munity. That's very clearly
brought out in the report. In my -
view it is inherent and implicit ip
that report that the first thing is to
remove that guarantee.

*“But &s ] pointed out last night,
it would be replaced by far better,
far more effective, far more far-
reaching and far more permanent

uarantees in a new Irish

nstitution.”

Asked if it was not also a reality
that Unionists had no interest in
such proposals, Mr Haughey
replied: I think that is a situation
which we cannot anticipate or
come to any decision about until
such time as the British Govern-
ment positively responds to that
report by doing what they should
have done so often before, and
that is call an all-round constitu-
tional conference, and let us see
what we can achieve.”

Asked if unity by consent did
not imply the right of Unionists to
say no, Mr Haughey said Fianna
Fail policy had always been that
unity was '‘a natural thing which
nobody had a right to impede or
deny, that the unity of Ireland is a
natural, logical thing which
nobody has a right to prevent. But
what we do say is that, once the
unitary situation is accepted, then,
of course, everybody, and particu-
larly the Unionists, will have a
right to disagree or agree, consent
or not consent to the form of that
unitary State, .and particularly to
the form of its Constitution.”

Asked if his understanding of
the concept of ‘unity by consent’
was not more narrow than the

eneral understanding, Mr

aughey said this was not so. 1
don’t think any Irish Nationalist,
and indeed Garret FitzGerald and
Dick Spring, and John Hume and
myself, I think we would all agree.
that no Irish Nationalist would
cver be prepared to say that unity
was somethmg that could be bar-
tered, or that should not be
acceptable to every Nationalist, as
the only way in which peace and
stability and happiness and pros-
perity can come to Ircland
ultimately. That is the only way.”
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Spring sees seeds of hope in consensus

alicpation’ is growing steadily.  lieved in the nationalist aspiration  mouncement of nationalist parties, by the active participation
was made by the Tanaisie and Eveain Mznmanlwm,tge was long overdue. 'lhope—mdim.conﬁ_dem_mt Bnm&wggeruqa:;namng:
leader of the Labour Party, Mr, o8t 0 ;;::‘3 has sorely In the process that we started  ils Openess, its sincersity, and Its mP°°P|° oth tradi

imhibited ©conomic thosc 11 months ago, we have total commitment to ue:lndpro- .
to the closing session e is island. l;b. : devel “understandin gress through ton co- Before concluding, I too, want
ancwltehndl-Forum mw_%brm:; ,},":,d',f,m .“,’3',‘;,,, [w,,,j operation, fcad to & willing-  to say words of thanks. I want to
R pooplc who deserve the anxieties, among both traditions in ness. all who read it — and thank firet the leaders of the other
“For 11 ‘months now, the 08 POORE B0 O e — Northern, Irclansl. We have tried rly tho Unlonia W partics in the Forum, with whom I
p-ﬁ-hhlhl?aubnebven violence hes become an end in o an openness to those k afresh at the ibility of a m;emwoﬂ;edwdoadymm:‘nu?.
w .‘-m process — a . by . [} members ir
mhdned at (ouerin‘m;- ielf and a way of life. mmmanon e mce;—thc.?: '; All of us who have icipated d‘"““";ﬂ'h‘&f l.partictgaﬂ
climats jn which lasting Into that background we have twoday. . particy want to thank the chairman, Dr.
stability o this can be  goughe 10 inject an clemenis of WBAt We have proposed today ‘“'h“F“{'v'g'.‘;kt:n“?‘ml tht: hEacha, whose patience and wis-

to inj 4 .
eacoursged. The background 500 " The combined presence of It is of course, a source of ﬁ:’:““‘ lialogue. we have begun, and dom have contributed much to ous

ageinst which this process began  ;he constitutional nationalist t to all of us that whose I v progress,
s ) P:u“ in.the Fotum has been of lr; ':ﬁ and persuasions are me oomm?tfted mv: mm 1 want, on behalf of my delega-
Viclence om our island has cot immense significance, even  ours did mot cohsider it in find »
s too wch in

o with us, Even it of those functioas, from major to
dis“:ﬂmwjdﬂ!“’g itmuubebuedonlw tion maniodoutgln

not

their response. That response tion as well as my own behalf, to

. and achicved  though, given the awful serious-  best interesis to e bough g‘:; must be based op generosity, and  thank the secretatiat and staff, all
of i cvea of fear .

familics, by w0 together of all though this report is P> on this island can only be broken  impeccable way. Personally, I

want to thank the members of my
own delegation, whose commit-
ment and insight were of cnor
mous benefit, not just to me bus |
think to the Forum as a whole.
And I want finally to thank
especially those hundreds of
groups and individuals who sub-
mitted to the Forum their hopes,
aspirations, and ideas.

. i , we will move now
into 8 new phase. The theme
which we must seck in the moaths
and years ahead must be one of
bope. In the consensus which we
have endecavoured to forge, there
are, [ believe, the secds of that
hope. It is up to all of us, here
and on the whole island, to pro-
vide the fertile s0il, and the
nourishment, for those soeds to
grow,

)
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Unitary State
not sole option,
says Spring

THE TANAISTE and Minister for Energy, Mr Spring, said that
neither be por the Labour Party re a unitary State as the
only option and be referred to the other ypes of unity which
were identified in the Forum report.

The Labour Party leader deo- than ooe 'blewlutiontot@e
upru:dbymihm the -u,c ureen:hu em;‘;et:lﬂin ter:nsof
ughey on 1
document and said that the very  party in tation of the report

i the taclf would stand and it
mmdmedoamentpdnm m":l”“ o the view. of

0 the de of agreement
ubeenﬁ?cbed. all parties. “I don’t think any
Asked bow be viewed Irish bebsbee;,,domwh-ﬂ
unity, Mr Spring responded by can be donc to i
referring journalists to the text of Questioned tedly on the
thedewthelmmm status of the unitary State concept
and realiies that must be  within the report, Mr Spring
taken account of i any mew  replied: “I think all four parties
situation or framework. bhave a commitment to a unitary
neteponmm::mnthe Statc and we have repeated that
N.tnomlist&rﬁa could not  aspiration in the report. But we
determine shape of the new  should look at the other positive
political developments and the  aspects of the report where we
pertics had set out threc models a8 examined the fears and the dreads
sxamples. “From my point of  of sections of society in the North
view and from the Labour Party and we bave set out a framework
point of view all of those and  within which cap be dealt
other possible options can be  with and that is more signifi-
discussed.” cant than the re-stating an
Askedlfbeﬁeltlhtami':? aspiration.”
State was the only option, he said: Askedonbowsoonhce?eaed
“No. I am not saying that a a8 responsc from the British
unitary State is_the %:Eopbon Government, the Tanaiste said
Wehm?nedthemnoml that given the deteriorating situa-
tion Nationalists for a  tion in Northern Ireland, he would
State in the report but we  like to think that the British
80 on to vet out jn some detail  Government would respond in the
other types of unity.” short term. At the same time, he
Wheo it was put to him again  hoped thet British politicians and
that Mr Haughey had stated that  those in Northern Ireland would
the only option accepted as valid  spend some time in carcfully read-
by the report was a unitary State ing and considering the .
and that a federal or confederal and that therc would be a res-
structure would mot work, Mr  ponsc within six months.
Spring commented that the Forum He boped the British Govern-
bad re-stated the traditional aspi-  ment would give the report the
ration and then went on to set out same detailed consideration as the
the models and structures within four Nationalist parties had in
which Unionists’ aspirations eould  drawing #t up and, finally, Mr
be within a2 pew Ireland Spring commented that it would
four political partics in-  be a matter for the two soverei
ir  Governments decide on
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says Hume

By John Cooney
AFTER his press conference
the SDLP leader, Mr John
Hume, told The Irish Times
that he knew he would be on
the defensive with the media
on account of Mr Haughey's
muﬁou. and said he had
beforehand that pot
having

Forum in any detail the media
would focus on areas of

disagreement.

Mr Hume felt that the media
had not realised that an
ook on the part of the repars
on report’s
authors, l&.tn journalists had
the point that the
the work of four
political parties with different

Government to join the Irish
Government in cresting ' the
for talks

Quickly and repeatedly he was

ﬁunoned about his to
r Hn:ﬂa marks, and

ey's re
whether l)\;pon favoured only
a unitary State. Mr Hume replied
that there was a very clear prefer-
ence stated for the unitary State
ion, but that it was also very
Mr Haughey had not said
that an Irish ernment should
not discuss other matters with a
British Government.

According to Mr Hume no mat-
ter what solution was put on the
table for discussion with Britain or
the Unionists, it would run into
serious difficulties. The very
important part of the report was

the statement on future discus-
sions between Dublin and London
'hgifh' he :sd was :ll:tched out
with great clanity in report in
the context of 3“ realities in the
North.

Pressed on the status of the
three options Mr Hume said that
in effect none had status as they
all depended on agreement from
the British Government and the

. Unionists. However, as national-

ists the Forum partics naturally
would wish seek to seck a unitary
State brought about with the
yumem _Igdmhme consent  of
nionists. er two jons
utggrity

the Forum, Mr Hume added.

Mr Hume saild that he woul
not rule sout mtgeproposa! which
:‘ﬁ:n improve situation. The

ity of the report was that there
were four partics with different
emphases which, quite remark-
ably, had reached an ment
that a year ago was the subject of
cynicism. Mr Hume said he had
expected the media would concen-
tratc on disagreement rather than
on the s oonscnsus.

Everyone should read the
Forum report, Mr Hume wurged,
adding that he .:vould like 10

to especially from

Unionists, though be regretied

that they had reacted before ever

ing its text. At the cnd of the

day, ever, there would have
to be dialogue.

Mr Hume praised Mr Haughey’s
contribution to the Forum’s
production of a remarkable
document and he defended the
Fianna Fail leader's right to
expre::d his view that the federa-
tion joint sovereignty oﬁno os
were unworkable. But Mr Hume
made it clear again that it was his
view that the lem was con-

ing the table, mot defining
specifically what would be on it

Fe. B\  srECIA
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A unique enterprlse—Hume

THE following statement was
made by Mr John Hume, MP,
MEP, leader of the SDLP, to
the closing session of the New
Ireland Forum:

This is an extraordin day in
the history of our island. It marks
the culmination of a unique enter-
prise. I believe it is no
that the terms

future of this
island have been completely trans-
formed. Things canpot the

For.tremﬁm time since 1920 the
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attempt to wish away intractable
or uncongenial problems: We
have, 1 believe, attempied to face
them squarely and honestly. Some
of our readers may think we have
brotagonisi T think we can farly

. we can y
ﬂwer that we have also been
hard on ourselves.

To me personally the outstand-
ing merit of the report is that it
tries to do the most difficult thing
of all in the case of Nonbem
Ireland, which is to tell the muh
about that very complex situation.
In saying this, 1 do mot pretend
that all of our judgements are
absolutely correct. 1 do say that
our intentions and our efforts to
tell the truth were sincere and

rigorous.
In Nortbern Ireland, where [
come people have been

d:zz lmth lies andblhall‘fe-

malignant big
of thosc who destroy life wlulc
prclcndm to serve freedom, and

pusillanimous half-truths of
tbosc who cannot bring them-
selves to face the full dimensions
of _ﬁ:rs problems.

15 a courageous, ima
tive and generous dowmcnls:::\ad‘
Irish nationalists everywhere can
take pride in its achievement.
They should do so. The leaders of
Irish pationalism have shown the
way. We must all put our dif-
ferences behind us and unite in a

powerful commitment to
l‘esolvc this problem peacefully.
We now say to the Bntish
Government and to British politi-
cians: You may not like every-
thing in this report but you cen no
longer deny the sincerity and the
good faith of our cfforts. What we
ask you to do is to examine your
own situation as we have done
ours. Irish nationalism has hon-
est(liy cxamined its own position
is ready to talk with you. This
report provides the basis for such

discussion. The of North-
ern Ireland and the of our
two islands cannot that you

should miss this opponumty
To the unionists of the North,
with whom we share this piece of
earth, Irish nationalism can today
repeat De Gaulle’s nnging
tion of reconciliation to the
Algerians: “Je vous ai
We understand your
we wcepl that before
may have understood.
We ounelvu can both to the
British and to those of the Union-
ist tradition: You too must under-
stand our position. We too have
an idennty We too have rights.
from the North 1 would

ition. And
now we

like, on behalf 'of those I repre-
sent, to pay the warmest possible
tribute to Dr Garret FizGerald,

Mr Charles Haughey and Mr Dick
Spring. We in the SDLP have
been deeply moved by the sheer
strength of their commitment and

their dedication to the tasks of this
Forum. Together we have met on
97 occasions. We have otherwise
worked in smaller working groups
or in our own delegations. [
relaise that this has placed an
unprecendented strain on the time
of both Government and O‘p
tion parties. From where mk
out on Ireland- — from the
Bogside in Derry City — I believe
1 can say that no earlier genera-
ton of leaders in the South have
shown any greater commitment
than the three men sitting beside
me today and their delegations.
Mr chairman, on behalf of my
party, 1 thank you for your own
immense contribution
cnterprise. You have throughout
this last ycar demonstrated

.remarkable dedication and

patience. Politicians arc not, as
even we ourselves are prepared o
admit on occasions like this,
always the casicst customers to
deal with. And may I add owr
thanks to an imaginative and bril-
liant secretariat of the New Jre-
land Forum to which all of Ireland
owes a considerable debt.

has been a fundamental
episode in the life of this island. It
will be seen to have been so by
future gencrations of the Irish and
British people who, like those of
this generation, will have reason
to be for ever grateful to the men
and women the New Ireland
Forum.

to this





