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By MARJORIE HUNTER
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, March 6 — What is
probably the most coveted status
symbol in Congtess is something sel-
dom displayed by those who have it —
the Capitol hideaway.

There are perhaps 50 such secret of-
fices, ‘‘escape rooms,”’ some call
them, tucked behind unmarked doors
along busy corridors or within remote
tunnels. Some are vast rooms with
elegant appointments. Some are little
more than cubicles.

The occupant of a hideaway cannap
there during late-night sessions of
Congress or meet select constituents.
Others have been known to repair
there for the happy houy or other di-
versions.

All 535 members of Congress, of
course, have suites of offices in the
three House and three Senate office
buildings. Only the chosen few have
hideaways in the Capitol itself.

Such refuges are more scarce in the
House. fl’aify leaders have them, but
not many others. Rooms once allotted

as hideaways on that side of the Capi-
tol are now used by subcommitees or

for support services.
A Jealously Guarded Tradition

But the Senate has jealously
guarded its tradition of allocating
hideways to the most senior and most
influential people in its midst. The al-
locations are generally made by the
chairman of the Rules Committee,
now Senator Charles McC. Mathias
Jr., Republican of Maryland.

Understandably, the highest-rank-

ing members of the party in power get
the choice spots. But there are excep-
tions. . )

Senator Russell B. Leng, Democrat
of Louisiana, while no longer qhair-

e

maost picturesque plan of the week, the

“hope of President and Queen to go

“rorsehack riding.
®
Seciel oo vlce agents on the Presi-
dent’s (i:g tour swere devastated

later in the week whe: word came of
the death in a auto accides:t of three
colleagues on the Questi's security de-
tail in California. At least one won-
dered whether the high-speed routine

of these V.I.P. pictection trips, in’

which assisting local and state police
often race anxiously about the roads,
had been a factor.

Secret Service agents are among
the most resilient people on Presiden-
tial trips. They have the esprit of foot-
ball specialists who defend against the
deep pass, and they quietly intercept
the most outlandish surprises such as
the occasicnal, predictable habit of
some innocent Americans to actually
carry their own pistols to dinners and
lunches where the President speaks.
“Isn't that wild? Well there really are
people who do that,’”” one agent said in

describing the discreet confiscation of
these weapbns after they set off metal

detectors at the doorway.

Mr. Reagan himself seems at least
as resilient as hié bodyguards and far
more smilingly fatalistic on this sub-
ject. At the end of the week, discuss-
ing the question of whether his eco-
nomic policies, might revert back to.
more inflationary days, he sajd: *‘I
would say, ‘Over my dead body,’ but
there are too many people willing to

" take me up on that.”’ :

{
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ek of Clouds inthe West, Not All in the Sky

. In Santa Barbara, the President
'vigorously “worked the crowd’’ &s he
waited for the Queen’s arrival, reach.-
ing to shake hands, smiling, waving,
patting children. Such a scene of
Presidential politicking is rare lately,
but should not be taken as a sign that.
Mr. Reagan will run again. Rather, he
had to wait through weather delays
for the Queen and this was a handy
way to kill time. “I think he’s using
the Presidency as a steppingstone to
get back into pictures,” Bob Hope'
joked at one point.

°

Of all the nuances of the week, none
was more closely searched from city
to city than the respective wardrobes
of the Queen and the First Lady.
Nancy Reagan so often seemed to
show up in outfits that were far more
eye-catching than the Queen’s that
even a member of the President’s
party was hoping Mrs. Reagan would
begin to show some mercy. Even

-amid the tans and grays of a rain-

storm photo session, Mrs. Reagan
managed to have a bright red rain.
coat, It was noted that she did adjust
in mldcourse one day and remove an
-elaborate fur collar from her dress.
The Queen’s special taste in frocks
eventually seemed refreshing against

the California norm of overstyled dis-

play. And on Thursday night the

..Queen reigned at the state dinner in

San Francisco with such a display of
diamond shimmer that any contest
with Mrs. Reagan imagined by the
masses was settled with blinding
finality.

Coveted on Capitol Hill: the Hideélway |

The New York Times/George Tames

Senator Russell B. Long and his hideaway Capitol Hill office.

“We tried to make this a restful re-
treat from the general hubbub of the
daily routine,” said the Senator’s

hideaway of all was H-128, now a
somewhat drab room used by House
staff members, but once the spot to
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throughout her 10-day visit to the United
States with anti-British demonstrations, air-
plane banners and even a small boat tlotilla
on her arrival in San Diego Saturday.

“We are against this royal visit,” saidSu-
zeanne McGee, an Anaheim representative
of the Orange County chapter of Irish North-
- ern Aid.

“We will not show respect for the wealthi-
. est welfare recipients in the world. We will
not bow down to the sponsors of evil.”

ne Groups Map Protests of Queen’s West Coast Visit

Officials of Irish Northern Aid, a U.S.-
hased group supporting the aim of the out-
lawed Irish Republican Army to unity Ire-
land without British influence, said they
were organizing demonstrations in San Di-
ego, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, San Fran-
cisco, Sacramento, Stantord, Yosemite Val-
ley, Seattle and other stops the queen and
her husband, Prince Philip, are scheduled to
make.

McGee said she did not expect any vio-
lence, however. “The queen is safer here than
in her own country,” she said.

The White House is worried about the
demonstrations, administration officials ac-
knowledged. One senior official expressed

concern that the demonstration in San Fran-
cisco while the presidential party is there
would dominate news coverage at the ex-
pense of Reagan and the queen.

This ofticial pointed out that “this was a
different kind of demonstration” than the
ones Reagan usually faces. His point was
that the president enjoys significant support
from Irish-Americans and does not like to be
cast as being insensitive to Irish concerns.

McGee was joined at a news conference by
Luciano Pruneda, a representative of the
California-based  Argentine  coordinating

committee, who said he expected many of

the 55,000 Argentinians in the area to join
the protest against the royal visit.

He said group wished to dramatize “the

accumulating acts of provocative moves of

the British Empire,” particularly its “massive
deployment of military power” to retake the
Falkland Islands, or what Argentina calls the
Malvinas Islands, last year.

Demonstration leaders said they expected
5,000 to 10,000 people at a Thursday rally in
San Fransisco. Seamus Gibney, Irish North-
ern Aid West Coast demonstration coordi-
nator, said, “Everywhere the queen goes Irish
Northern Aid agents will make an appear-
ance . . .. She is going to Yosemite for a
rest. That’s what she thinks.”

MecGee said that although her organiza-
tion wants British troops out of Northern

"Ireland and wants that predominantly Prot-

estant area reunited with the predominantly
Catholic Republic of Ireland, the group does
not raise funds for the IRA. Asked if Irish
Northern Aid condoned IRA terrorist vio-
lence, McGee said, “People once called
George Washington a terrorist.”

British officials have been sensitive about
security in the United States for visiting roy-
alty, particularly after rumors, later dis-
counted, of an IRA plot to kill Princess Mar-
garet in 1979 and raucous demonstrations
against Queen Elizabeth’s son, Prince
Charles, in New York in 1981.

Special correspondent Katharine Mac-
donadd contributed to this report.
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nia today
Barbara Tuesday to welcome her.

The White House said the queen
would fly from Los Angeles to Santa
Barbara instead of taking the Bri-
tannia. But a British Embassy
spokesman said the yacht would
leave as planned at midnight, but
might dock somewhere else.

Another problem had been how to
get the queen to the Reagan ranch,
since parts of the road become im-
passable in heavy rains. One solution
under consicderation was putting the
queen in a four-wheel drive vehicle,
since she never travels by helicopter.

During a day of visiting civic land-
marks around the city, the queen
and Prince Philip toured a Rockwell
International space shuttle facility
where they tried out a shuttle tlight
simulator. Tonight they were to hold
a dinner aboard the Britannia for an
eclectic group that included commu-
nity and business leaders. In addi-
tion, going aboard the sleek blue
vacht were f{ilm director Francis
Coppola, oil magnate Armand Ham-
mer, astronomer Carl Sagan, Los
Angeles Dodgers President Peter
O’Malley, Bob Hope, Walter and
F.ee Annenhers and Frank Sinatra.

March 1, 1983

TIE WASIIION POST

L AT I S T W .1 S SO S i

alty dripped with more than dia-
monds. After weeks of wondering
whether to curtsy or not curtsy, to
speak or be spoken to, their dilemma
wis resolved for them. Gawking glit-
térati caught little more than a
limpse of the queen. She and
Prince  Philip, accompanied by
Nancy Reagan and the royal party,
walked along a red carpet to an en-
closed reception area where the Los
Angeles businessmen who under-
wrote the party’s business expenses,
with their wives, were the only
guests. From there, the queen went
directly to the head table; only the
people there got to shake her hand.
Most of the women curtsied, and the
men bowed.

The queen’s dress had a white
chifton skirt and a bodice embrot-
dered with California poppies, a sa-
lute to the state she was visiting. At
her throat was a three-strand dia-
mond necklace.

“I'm prohably the only person in
California who knows that that
poppy is spelled Eschscholzia Cali-
fornica,” said Hardy Amies, who de-
signed the dress. _

Nancy Reagan’s dress was a pur-
ple Galanos with gold threads and
gold leaf costume jewelry. Among
the approximately 500 guests, de-
signer originals were standard. There
were some other fashion standouts,
however: Patti Davis, one of three
Reagan children present, wore a full
cotton skirt and boots; Roy Rogers
wore his cowboy outfit but left Trig-
ger home; Rod Stewart wore black
leather pants and gold shoes and his
wife Alana a mini-skirt to match.

Stewart and nearly two dozen
other British stars were seated at the
head table with the queen in a trans-
formed Stage 9 at 20th Century-Fox,
where the walls were adorned with a
backdrop from the movie “From the
Terrace” and where Shirley Temple
filmed “Stowaway” (1936), Tyrone

Year lich” (1955). From 1972 to
mid-January of this year it was the
set for “M*A*S*H”,

On the queen’s left was British
producer/director Tony Richardson
and on her right, wealthy Los An-
geles businessman and Reagan kitch-
en-cabinet member Holmes Tuttle,
who organized the evening’s host
committee,

“Bverybody here was worried
about the imdge of the Reagans hob-
nobbing with the queen,” remarked
one British guest over chicken pot
pie and toasted coconut snowball ice
cream. “Well, what about the queen
hobnobbing with these millionaires?
It's cost-effective efficiency. She can
do more in a week [for British trade]
than Margaret Thatcher can in a
month.”

Holmes Tuttle didn’t let ceremo-
ny stand in his way. “You were told
not to talk to her unless she talked
first,” Tuttle said. “But Lee Annen-

- berg said don’t bother with that, just

talk to her as you would anyoue else.
We got along great.”

Sinatra produced the entertain--

ment, dusting off the White House
gig he and Perry Como - pertormed
for dtaly’s president last year.
Dionne Warwick shared the billing
as did Ed McMahon, who turned
out to be the first of the tour to use
the “fit for a queen” line that no
good royal visit could end without.

The slightly off-color jokes of
George Burns, 87, kept 500 pairs of
eyes glancing sideways to see how
the queen reacted.

“If a director wants me to cry, [
think of my sex life. It he wants me
to laugh, I think of my sex life. [
must be a great actor,” said Burns,
“because this morning after taking a
shower, I took a look at myself and [
laughed aud cried at the same time.”

Also: “There isn't a thing I can’t
do now that T did when I was 18.
Which gives you an idea of how pa-
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