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TO:

FROM:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOQUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE & TIME:
LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

OUTLINE OF EVENTS:
REMARKS REQUIRED:
MEDIA COVERAGE:
RECOMMENDED BY:

PROJECT OFFICER:

A7

e
THE WHITE HOUSE i
WASHINGTON /;>¢54/@//*
ST
S LD

Januarv 28, 1985

FREDERICK RYAN, DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY%D\)

To set in motion the 45th annual observance
of Natinnal Bible Week. It is an interfaith
celebration of the Bible which builds
spiritual and moral fiber by encouraging
people to read and studv the Bible. Research
has found that 8 to 10 million Americans
actuallv increase their Bible reading habits
as a result of Bible Week,

The Lavmen's National Bible Committee was
founded in 1940 bv 11 business and
professional men in New York to remind
Americans of the importance of the Bible. .
The Committee is comprised of lav people of

all faiths whose primarv vehicle for
reaching Americans is National Bible Week.

The President and Mrs, Reagan have been
honorarv chairpersons nf National Bible Week
since the President came to office in 1981.
November 24-December 1, 1985

Not Apbplicable

Governments, civiec clubs, and churches
throughout the countrv spnnsor Bible week
artivities,

Not Apnlicable

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Faith Rvan Whittlesev

J. Douglas Holladav
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THE WHITE HOUSE®(, ‘_k@§
WASHINGTON Il -

January 29, 1985

The President and Mrs. Reagan are
not being asked to participate in
any event per se. The Laymen's
National Bible Committee wants

the President and Mrs. Reagan to

be honorary chairpersons because
they believe that their endorsement
will contribute greatly to the
success of National Bible Week.

They would like to start advertising
and urging weople on local, state,
and national level to organize /
Bible Wee:k activities. , .' .
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 1, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
DIRECTOR, PRESID‘L‘\VT\T'AT CAITDTTIT TATA

FROM: FRED F. FIELDIN(
COUNSEL TO THE FrESLIDENT

SUBJECT: Suggested Letter From POTUS Regarding
Support for Concept of Public/Private
Partnership Between the Minuteman
Regional Vocational School and the
Towns of Lexington and Lincoln, MA

You have asked for our views on a response to a request for
a Presidential letter endorsing a private sector initiative
in Lexington and Lincoln, Massachusetts. According to the
incoming, the proposal to create a $15 million hotel con-
ference center at Minuteman Regional Vocational Technical
School will be voted on at town meetings in Lexington and
Lincoln in April. I do not think it advisable to involve
the President in a local decision of this sort by endorsing
one side of an issue that will be presented to the voters.
Accordingly, I recommend that the letter not be sent.

FFF:JGR:aea 3/1/85
cc: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron



March 1, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING
FROM: JOHN G. ROBERI1

SUBJECT: Suggested Letter From POTUS Regarding
Support for Concept of Public/Private
Partnership Between the Minuteman
Regional Vocational School and the
Towns of Lexington and Lincoln, MA

Fred Ryan has asked for guidance concerning a request that
the President sign a letter supporting a proposed "private
sector initiative" in Lexington, Massachusetts. The request
came in a letter to Jim Coyne from Peter Crafts of the
Minuteman Regional Vocational Technical High School. The
School plans to cooperate with local businesses in building

a $15 million hotel conference center at the school. Town
meetings will be held in April in Lexington and the neighbor-
ing town of Lincoln, and a vote will be taken on the
proposal.

Mr. Crafts wants a Presidential letter to help sway those at
the town meeting. He notes in his letter (p. 2) that when
he submitted his request before the election he "was told by
Council [sic] to the President it was an inappropriate time
for a Presidential endorsement." Our office has no record
of any such advice; inquiries with the Private Sector
Initiatives Office indicate the request was put off orally
by them.

I recommend that we not approve this letter. Although the
draft is as bland as possible, I do not think the President
should be dragged into local politics, endorsing one side of
an issue pending before the yeomanry of Lexington and
Lincoln. A draft for Ryan is attached.

Attachment
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February 11, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR: FRED FIELDING M
FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.
SUBJECT: Attached Correspondence

Attached is correspondence received by the PSI Office regarding a
public/private partnership between the Minuteman Regional Vocational School
and the towns of Lexington and Lincoln, Massachusetts. They are requesting
President Reagan's public support of their effort to create a 15 million dollar
hotel conference center.

It is noted on the second page of the letter that the President's support was
sought prior to the election, at which time your office advised that
Presidential endorsement was not appropriate at the time.

A suggested letter from the President is attached. Please advise how this
matter should be handled.

Presidential letter:

APPROVE

DISAPPROVE

OTHER ACTION:

Thank you for your assistance.






Dear:

I was pleased to learn recently of the public/private
partnership established between the Minuteman Regional
Vocational School and the towns of Lexington and Lincoln to build

a hotel conference center.

The future of our nation depends on the quality of education our
young people receive. There is so much that can be done by the
private sector in meeting the needs of our educational system,
and the response to our call for Partnerships in Education has
been overwhelming. Your enthusiasm and willingness to
participate in the improvement of our educational system and the
preparation of our youth for the challenges and opportunities of

the future is gratifying and much appreciated by all of us.

I am proud to commend your fine example of a creative private

sector initiative and wish you the very best for the future,

Sincerely,

RR









SENATE . . . . . . . No. 2008

By Mr. Atkins, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2008) of
Chester G. Atkins and Ronald G. Fitzgerald for legislation to authorize
the Minuteman Regional Vocational Technical School District to enter into

certain contracts or leases. Education.

Ghe Oomumommealtl of Massackhuaetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE MINUTEMAN REGIONAL VOCATIONAL
TECHNICAL SCHOOL DISTRICT TO ENTER INTO CERTAIN CONTRACTS

OR LEASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SecrioN 1. The Minuteman Regional Vocational Technical
2 School District is authorized when approved by vote of the
3 Committee Yo contract with or to lease land or school build-
4 ings to individuals or companies, hereinafter referred to col-
lectively as the contracting party, agreeing to use them to
provide career training or educational programs to students.
Such contracts or leases may be made for periods not to ex-
ceed ten years but may provide for renewal for additional five

year periods.

Nele PN B o I 911

SECTION 2. Any contract or lease authorized in section 1 may
specify the type and quality of training to be offered to stu-
dents and may allocate responsibility for such training be-
tween the district commititee and the contracting party. The
contract or lease may specify the business or activities to be
conducted by the contracting party and may allocate any in-
oome from such facilities between the district and the con-
tracting party. The contract or lease may provide for the con-
struction of buildings or other facilities by the contracting
party on the land to be leased, provided that no such facili-
ties shall be constructed if, in the determination of the dis-
12 trict committee, such construction will cost one million dol-
13 lars or more and such facilities will be operated to provide in-
14 come to the contracting party, unless: (1) the district com-

S © X0 =3I Ui W

et
[

A Aol e $OBM S 0 amimiani an ¢ 5






d-23-1524

PURPOSES OF 5-2008

A. PROVIDE STATE CLARIFICATIOI
OF A HOW AMBIGUOUS CONTEXT
FOR MAJOR SCHOOL/INDUSTRY

COLLABORATION:

o [

na

EOUC. FURFOSE = JUDGED BY DEPT.
TRA CONTEXT = PREOJECT U5, LaAND
LEMGTH OF LEARSE = 18 YERRS &
REMEWRBLE

REGUIRE MAJORITY-UOTE APFROUAL BY
HOST COMMUMITY CMOT ZOMIMG REGS.)

B. ESTABLISH BASE FOR STATE-
WIDE LEGISLATION

C. CURRENT LOCAL REALITIES:

S ) [ =

FEGIOMAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE = +
LOCAL Z0OMIMG BORED = -
LOCAL SELECTHMEM = WILL CONSIODEE
SUGGESTED AMSWER TO CONFUSION:
MAJORITY WOTE OF TOWM MEETIMG
AFTER SCHOOL COMMITTEE AMD
DEFPT. OF EDUC. AFPROVALS
Ran G2
ROM FITZGERALD
Superintendent
MM Tech









1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LIST OF COLLEGES SUPPORTING OUR HOTEL CONCEPT

TWO YEAR COLLEGES FOUR YEAR COLLEGES
Holyoke Community College 1. University of Massachusetts
Cape Cod Community College 2. Rochester Institute of Technology
Bunker Hill Community College 3. Florida International University
St. Louis Community College 4. University of Houston
Columbus Technical Institute 5. Johnson & Wales College
New England Culinary Institute 6. Cornell University

7. University of New Haven

8. Washington State University

9. Pennsylvania State University
10. University of New Hampshire
11. Purdue University

12. Virginia Polytechnic Institute
13. University of South Carolina

LIST OF PROFESSIONAL TRADE ASSOCIATIONS SUPPORTING OUR HOTEL CONCEPT

American Hotel Motel Associlation
National Restaurant Association
American Culinary Federation
Massachusetts Hotel and Motel Associlation
Massachusetts Restaurant Assoclation
Massachusetts Chef Du Cuisine
Food and Beverage executives of Greater Boston
National Institute for the Food Service Industry
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Mr, J. Tylet McCauley

President

FPeleased Time Schoel of Christisn Educastion
P.0., Box 3072

Burbanrk, California 351504

Dear Mr. McCauley?

Thank you for your letter to President Reagan, I have beer asked tco
respond on hig behalf,

President Rengan, 88 yeu know, has actively sguprorted measvres to
reduce federal interference with the free exercisc of religier an3 tc
honor the right of parents to choose the kind of educetion they wis™
for ¢their chilérer. He continues to support a2 constitutionsl
ansndment which wounld permit voluntary school prayer and tuiticr tex
credits which wouléd enable lowsr income familica to make thce sawe
cholces more affivent families mnke in selecting achocls for their
children, President Reagan conaiders the moral and epiritual aspects
of efvcation esxsentisl te the future strength of the NHetion an’ thr
confidence and heppiness of our children, T am purc you wovic rorer,

lease accept my werm congratulatiens for the work you are ¢cing in
Rurbarke. If the O0ffice of Legislaticen and Public Affalrs car dbe of
further assistance, please let ae know,

Bincerely,

Thoxse {. Moore
Deputy Assistant Sccretary
for Public Rffalxs

cce
OLPA
OPa
cCs

ELWELL:3jw:3/8/85
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

MARCH 4, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ACTION REQUESTED:
FOR COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 297606__
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 9, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM:  MR. J. TYLER MCCAULEY
PRESIDENT
RELEASED TIME SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

POST OFFICE BOX 3072
BURBANK CA 91504

SUBJECT: SEEKS MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR RELEASED
TIME PROGRAM AT SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO: )

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE o

3
SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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RELEASED TIME SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
(Protestant Churches Working Together in Christian Education)
P.O. Box 3072
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91504

:7 February 9, 1985

1
AP 1
President Ronald W. Reagan 255)7 ~UH
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D. C. 20500
Dear Mr., President:

The Board of Directors of Released Time School of Christian Education wants to
commend you for your sincere and continuing public stance in support of spiritual
and moral values, and to encourage you to stand firm in your convictions. We
believe God has placed you in a critical leadership position and given you a vision,
that our nation might recapture values which made it great.

We think you would support what we in Burbank, California have been doing for many
years to provide spiritual and moral value training to our local school children.
With parental._permission, fourth and fifth graders are "released" from public_
school for one hour a week and taken to local churches for Bible studies and moral
training. Protestant and Catholic churches hold separate classes, but cooperate in
a single program. All monies are raised through donations from the 19 churches or
individuals and by occasional fundraisers. We have enclosed some materials to give
you an idea of the nature of the instruction given,

Our lessons are centered around the Bible and getting to know our Lord. Of course,
instruction on moral values and good citizenship flow naturally from our study of
God's word. We find so little emphasis on character development in most children's
lives today. Sixty-eight percent (68%) of our students have no church home or
religious training other than what we offer for one hour a week.

What makes Released Time work is that it was born out of the concern of action
oriented individuals who held strongly to their spiritual convictions. That same
spirit continues today. It can be seen in the hundreds of hours of volunteer work,
lesson planning, bus scheduling, and the other nuts and bolts issues that go into
such a project, a project that has lasted 41 years.

The Released Time Program is not without problems. Released Time classes were

once prevalent throughout the United States. However, in many places the program

was discontinued. Part of the problem was waning commitment. In recent years we
have seen a remarkable revival of the program in many communities. Today our-biggesi
prob]em is the school system itself,_

Re]eased Time is allowed by the California State Education Code, but at the d1scret1on
of the local school board. Once a routine approval, h&LJEmLflﬂd_Qur school board
quesI1on1ng the value of the program. Concern over the number of teaching hours
available is the main issue. Needless to say, we stress the value of spiritual
training as a critical priority.



We have a great vision for our Released Time Program. We are confident you share
not only our concern for the spiritual and moral needs of our children and
country, but likewise would support our "roll up your sleeves" approach. _We
would greatly appreciate any comments or words of encouragement you could give us
on our community efforts to uplift the standards of our youth. Regard]ess, be
assured that you do not stand alone in your convictions on spiritual issues. You
have our support and prayers.

~

Sincerely yours,

M
Lg»._U\A\ \JQJ*JQQL
) Tyler McCauley, Presiden

eleased Time School of
jtm/ccg ' Christian Education

AL
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Rr, J. Tylet McCagley

President

Felcesed Time School of Christian Educstion
P.0. Box 3672

Butbank, California 851304

Dear Mr., McCauley:?

Thank you for your letter to President Reagan., 1 have Dbeer asked tc
respond on his behalf,

Pres{dent Reagan, as you know, has actively supported mezgv-es tc
reduce federel {nterference with the free ezerclsc of rcligicr ard tc
honer the right of parents to choose the kind ©f educetior thiy wxis®,
fecr their chilérer. He continues ¢to support & constituvtior:?
ansrndmen? whict wopléd permit volustary school prayer and tuiticr t=x
credfites which would enable lower incose fomilies to make thce sawr
choices more affiuvent fam{lies moke in selecting achoecls for tacir
childzen., President Reagan considers the moral and apirftual aspects
of efucation eszertisl te the future strength of the Xetion an’” ti-
cornfidence and hzppiness 0f ovr children. T am Burc¢ yocu wovic fcrer,

Pleasec accept my werme congrztulations for the werk yot sre ¢cinc ir
Burbark, 1If the Office of Legislatior and Public Affmirs car b of
further assistencc, please let e know,

Sincerely,

Thozse C. Moore
Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs

cc:
OLPA
OPA
cCs

ELWELL:s3w:3/8/85



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

MARCH 4, 1985

TO: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ACTION REQUESTED:

FOR COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 297606__
MEDIA:  LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 9, 1985
T0: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM:  MR. J. TYLER MCCAULEY
PRESIDENT
RELEASED TIME SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
POST OFFICE BOX 3072
BURBANK CA 91504
SUBJECT: SEEKS MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR RELEASED
TIME PROGRAM AT SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO: )
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE =

SALLY RELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

e m . ———— .
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RELEASED TIME SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
(Protestant Churches Working Together in Christian Education)
P.O. Box 3072
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91504

F:\ :7 February 9, 1985

<97 U5

President Ronald W. Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Board of Directors of Released Time School of Christian Education wants to
commend you for your sincere and continuing public stance in support of spiritual
and moral values, and to encourage you to stand firm in your convictions. We
believe God has placed you in a critical leadership position and given you a vision,
that our nation might recapture values which made it great.

We think you would support what we in Burbank, California have been doing for many
years to provide spiritual and moral value training to our local school children.
With parental permission, fourth and fifth graders are "released" from public_
school for one-hour a week and taken to local churches for Bible studies and moral
training. Protestant and Catholic churches hold separate classes, but cooperate in
a single"program. Al]l monies are raised through donations from the 19 churches or
individuals and by occasional fundraisers. We have enclosed some materials to give
you an idea of the nature of the instruction given.

Our lessons are centered around the Bible and getting to know our Lord. Of course,
instruction on moral values and good citizenship flow naturally from our study of
God's word. We find so little emphasis on character development in most children's
lives today. Sixty-eight percent (68%) of our students have no church home or
religious training other than what we offer for one hour a week.

What makes Released Time work jis that it was born out of the concern of action
oriented individuals who held strongly to their spiritual convictions. That same
spirit continues today. It can be seen in the hundreds of hours of volunteer work,
lesson planning, bus scheduling, and the other nuts and bolts issues that go into
such a project, a project that has lasted 41 years.

The Released Time Program is not without problems. Released Time classes were

once prevalent throughout the United States. However, in many places the program

was discontinued. Part of the problem was waning commitment. In recent years we
have seen a remarkable revival of the program in many communities. Today ourbiggest
problem is the school system itself. B

Released Time is allowed by the California State Education Code, but at the discretion
of the local school board. Once a routine approval, we now find our school board
questioning the value of the program. Concern over the number of teaching hours
available is the main issue. Needless to say, we stress the value of spiritual
training as a critical priority.




We have a great vision for our Released Time Program. We are confident you share
not only our concern for the spiritual and moral needs of our children and
country, but likewise would support our "roll up your sleeves" approach. _We_
would greatly appreciate any comments or words of encouragement you could give us
on our_community efforts to uplift the standards of our youth. Regardless, be
assured that you do not stand alone in your convictions on spiritual issues. You
have our support and prayers.

Sincerely yours,
oM
e\ Canly,
Tylet McCauley, Presiden

eleased Time School of
jtm/ccg Christian Education


















































































































UNITED STATES DEPARMENT OF COMMERCE
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Ms. Ann Wrobleski P
Director, Special Projects A
The White House S
Washington, D.C. 20500 w//,iﬁr
, A

Dear Ann:

Believe it or not, we are gearing up for the Third Annual
Children's Ball. The Ball will be held this year on June
22nd at the Organization of American States.

The first two Children's Balls were great successes, raising
approximately $250,000 to benefit cystic fibrosis reaearch.
The First Lady's Honorary Chairmanship of both events was
crucial to their success. As you know, funds raised at the
Children's Ball go to support the Nancy Reagan Cystic
Fibrosis Research Fund at the University of California, San
Francisco. ‘

We would be very grateful if the First Lady would honor us
again by serving as Honorary Chairman of the 1985 Children's
Ball. Debbie (Mrs. John D.) Dingell has agreed to chair the
1985 Ball. The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation felt that having
had Republican Chairmen for the first two Balls (Joan Clark
and Jonnie McFarlane), it was important to have a Democratic
Chairman for 1985. Mrs. Dingell was a natural choice because
of all her prior work on behalf of cystic fibrosis.

You can be assured that the Third Annual Children's Ball will
be a galta evening that the First Lady will be proud to be

associated with. Please let me know (at 377-1780) if you
have any questions.

With warm personal regards.

Sincerely,

Alan F. Holmer

Deputy Assistant Secretary A
for Import Administration ¢
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Compietion Date = Date of Outgoing

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter.
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB).
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files.
Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2580.
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MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY

Attached is a copy of a draft response to Mr. Robert ¥. Pliska,
Executive Director of the Vineyard, Purgitsville, West Virginia.

C. McClain Haddow
Chief of Staff

Attachment
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FROM! KELLEY DUE IN OS/ES: MAR-33-85
MS  SALLY (EXCLUDING DIRECT REFLIES)
ORG: WH 298400 ,
g Ju39 Jao L
PCt 08 |
ADD: DOL$ MAR-07-85
WASHINGTON DC 00000 DLR: MAR-07-85

SUB! DRAFT LETTER OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO ROBERT F. PLISKA FOR
WORK BEING DONE AT THE VINEYARD» A COMMUNITY FOR MENTALLY
HANDICAFPED ADULTS. BC

ON BEHALF OF?! PLISKAr ROBERT F.

- MISCELLANEOUS: INFOICCCrAPAsESPS

ACTION! CHIEF-OF-STAFF DATE INTERIM SIGNED?

ASSIGNED TO ON?: MAR-07-85 DATE FINAL SIGNED!

EXEC SEC RESP/STAFF! ESP/ 8
-—- ROUTING SECTION -—-

(RECIPIENT SHOULD SIGN AND DATE WHEN RECEIVED)
SENT TO ATE I RECEIVED BY DATE
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T HE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

MARCH 7, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 298400
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 25, 1985
TO: FREDERICK RYAN

FROM: MR. ROBERT F. PLISKA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
THE VINEYARD
101 CANTWELL COURT
PURGITSVILLE WV 26852

SUBJECT: WRITER IS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE VINEYARD
-- A COMMUNITY WITH AND FOR MENTALLY
HANDICAPPED ADULTS - WOULD LIKE LETTER OF
ENCOURAGEMENT / SUPPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -~ IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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February 25, 1985

Mr. Fredrick J. Ryan, Jr.
Director, Presidential
Appointments and Scheduling

The White House ' X’K//
Washington, D.C. . .7

Dear Mr. Ryan: )“7”1/“,:7&”

We realize that you answer thousands of such letters as this every
day, but we ask you to please give us five minutes of your limited
time. A fragile and silent human segment of our land, mentally
handicapped adults, among the poorest of the "poor in spirit,"

are those we highlight. It is easy to provide statistics showing
that a gqguarter of our population is impacted by this handicap.
There is much sorrow, agonizing, and frustration because of the
need for permanent, non-institutionalized, homes for these
individuals who are not aborted and now survive into senior
citizenry.

Lmlc

So to be brief, the enclosed brochure will explain our purpose
in detail. Our's is a private sector initiative that is desperately
needed throughout our nation. That is why we ask for your support,
because millions of your people need it and because your and President
. Reagan's private support will help. We do not ask for funding,
"/ but we do ask for an expression of verbal concern to provide the
/' alternative to warehousing human adults.

An additional word regarding the fund raising event for the handi-
capped which we previously wrote to President Reagan about (copy

of letter attached). As you must also know, the eastern grape

and wine industry is battling government subsidy competition from
European and, now, South American wines. This is a cause of grave
economic difficulties not only for wineries of the east and west
but also for the vineyards, affecting countless individuals and
jobs in rural land. Yet these are also the people and the industry
that continues to help raise funds for the mentally handicapped

as best they can.

President Reagan's inability to sponsor the auction event is
understandable, but we still seek a word of support for the

A COMMUNITY WITH AND FOR MENTALLY HANDICAPPED ADULTS
HMH—Incorporated as "Homes for the Mentally Handicapped. Ltt."—HMH
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101 CANTWELL COURT
PURGITSVILLE, W. VA. 26852, 304-289-3493

causes which we represent. We are sure of the President's
concern for farmers (amoung them grape grpwers), mentally
handicapped adults, and the desire for private initiative to help
resolve problems the government is not able to resolve. As such,
could you propose a photo of the President with some of our
residents, and perhaps a representative or two of the small
vineyard and winery industries, in order to show his concern for
the three areas mentioned?

We thank you and God bless you for your help.

“Respeétfaily yours, T T
[ y f"") o — ‘: -
/ZW( ’Z::)<"t>'-/

kobert F. Pliska
Executive Director

A COMMUNITY WITH AND FOR MENTALLY HANDICAPPED ADULTS
HMH—Incorporated as "Homes for the Mentally Handicapped, Ltd."—HMH
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CELEBRITY,K SPONSORS TO DATE _ February 14, 1985

SPONSORS Gd Q_.,ﬁ;a/\,,doj‘,» A rrma - e

Dana Andrews
Steve Allen & Jayne Meadows

Joan Bennett
Michael Broadbent

William F. Buckley
Ray Bolger :
Mel Blanc

Connie Francis .
Tennessee Ernie Ford

Barry Gibb

Alexander Haig, Jr.
John Hillerman

-—— e o — —— — — —— -

Bob Keeshan (Capt. Xangaroo)

&Lnodlz'}yz“*V&‘L77
Muhammad Ali

Willie Nelson

Tony Randall
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Sissy Spacek
Sam Snead
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101 CANTWELL COURT
PURGITSVILLE, W. VA 26852, 304-289-3493

Dear President Reagan:

On behalf of a fragile, and possibly the most neglected minority

in our land, we beg for five minutes of your busy schedule. We speak
for the mentally handicapped adults of rural America, often thoughtlessly
shunted into instititions (warehousing) rather than providing homes.
Our cause: to provide private independent homes for this human
segment of our rural society with the care of individuals who

respect them and see their value as equal to any other human; to
provide a workplace within this home setting to allow them to be
productive and give them a sense of worth and wellbeing; and with
these two needs being satisfied, a place to recreate and, even more
important, to have friendships.

One of the ways we are trying to £ill this vacuum in society is to
fund these homes through a Celebrity Wine Auction and Exposition
of Wines. The first was held on May 3, 1984, with Tony Randall
lending his name as Celebrity Sponsor. The second will be held on
May 5, 1985, also in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area, and
also sponsored by Tony Randall. Our need is for more celebrities
to. join Mr. Randall as sponsors. Our request to you is for your
permission to use your name for the 1985 Auction and Exposition as
a Celebrity Sponsor. This will entail nothing more than your
permission, although if you could find it in your schedule to be
present it would obviously be of much value to the success of the
event. The world of the mentally handicapped, particularly in rural
areas, doe not attract much attention. It is not a popular cause;
we must make it so.

To save you time, we have enclosed a permission sheet for your
signature if you are able to join this effort. We thank you for
considering this request and would be happy to provide references
and safeguards for your protection if you so desire.

Sincerely,

Robert F. Pliska
Executive Director

P.S. Some who have just joined Tony Randall as Celebrity Sponsors:
Dana Andrews: Joan Bennett; Bill Buckley; John Hillerman; Connie

Francis; Ray Bolger; Bob Keeshan; Muhammad 2Ali; Alexander Haig Jr.;
Barry Gibb; Mel Blanc; Steve Allen and Jayne Meadows; .Pearl Bailey.

A COMMUNITY WITH AND FOR MENTALLY HANDICAPPED ADULTS
HMH—Incorporated as "Homes for the Mentally Handicapped. Ltd."—HMH
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18 Developmental Disability

a_ccidents of one type or another, either during pregnancy, at
bxrth, or shortly after birth. Forms of mental defect, in the past
attributed to a mysterious act of God, now through research
are recognized as the result of accidental causes operating
before birth or during infancy up to the age of about four
years. In this way mental retardation, or developmental dis-
f'abxhty, differs from the results of brain damage suffered later
in life after normal growth has taken place.

At birth a low Apgar score indicates a problem. The
Apgar Scale, developed by Dr. Virginia Apgar, now deceased,
18 used_ routinely in hospital delivery rooms. At one mindute
after birth and again four minutes later, the test provides
norms .for a physician to judge quickly the health of an infant
according to heart rate, respiration, muscle tone, reflexes, and
color—such as an extremely pale baby or a blue baby due to
lack of oxygen. Signs of intercranial pressure, such as vomiting
and convulsions, are also critical.

Although a larger percentage of our total population is
Tepresented among the developmentally disabled than is sub-
Ject to heart ailments, cancer, polio, and other highly publi-
cized afflictions, knowledge and understanding of mental
retardation are not yet sufficiently widespread. Parents may
ﬁnd_that even the family doctor lacks the experience and
special training in this field to give adequate advice when a
baby with obvious handicaps is born into a family.

. An acquaintance called me one day and said that a close
friend Qf 'hers had given birth to a Down’s syndrome baby. The
obstetqcnan advised the parents to have the little one trans-
ferred immediately to the infant section of the state hospital
for permanent care. The pastor recommended that they take
the baby home. What did I think best? My answer was the
wholehearted .afﬁrmation of a personal conviction: “Take the
baby home; give him love, care, and the blessing of having a

Surveying the Problem 19

stimulation. At school age further decisions can be made.” By
that time the child was so loved and cherished that a place in
the family home was assured.

Another physician told the parents, ‘‘Take the baby home
and enjoy him. He’ll be dead in a year”’—this at a time when
the great majority of Down’s syndrome babies are living on
through childhood, adolescence, and well into adulthood. An
encouraging sign would be increased interest of medical per-
sonnel in determining causes of, and treatment for, develop-
mental disabilities. The extent to which mental handicap can
be alleviated by treatment, training and education is a direct
challenge to physicians, parents and teachers.

To grasp the scope of this problem which affects not only
the children involved throughout their life span, but also their
parents, siblings, and society at large, we must realize that
100,000 to 150,000 babies born each year in the United States
add to the number of developmentally disabled persons. Be-
cause of improved medical and nursing care, the life expectan-
cy of handicapped children has increased and is continuing to
rise. Therefore, their care and education is a problem assuming
proportions that challenge society. The retardation is so much
a part of the individual that it will continue to demand long-
range programs appropriate to the individual’s age and ability
level.

The symptoms can be modified by treatment and train-
ing, but are so inherent in the personality of the individual that
there will be a difference between the developmentally disabled
adult and the person free from observable impairment. This
difference varies in degree. Mental growth may be helped or
hindered during the earliest period of a child’s life, as ex-
plained in the previous chapter.

Profoundly and severely disabled children, one in a thou-
sand, are dependent on receiving care throughout life. The
moderately retarded individuals, four in a thousand, are semi-

t
E family. Sej/54ocal services for infayt and early childhood
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