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MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. 

FROM: DENNI~i3 

CLARK 

SUBJECT: Call by Ambassador Petrignani 

) 

1/t~ 1~-1-----
,,... 

5:$-<) {1 - IM.-

As instructed, I telephoned Petrignani to tell him that you 
would be unable to meet with him. 

He then requested to meet with you "for 3-4 minutes""- next week 
before he returns to Rome for consultations. 

He wishes to have "your personal reaction" to two potential 
visits by high-level Italians this fall. 

We know from other sources that he is talking about a photo 
opportunity with the President for Senator Fanfani in September, 
and a state visit by Prime Minister Spadolini in October. 

I told Petrignani that it would be difficult for you to give 
him anything but a superficial reaction unless he gave me 
the information and I staffed it for you. He told me that if 
the ambassador from Italy wanted to meet for 3~-4 minutes with 
the National Security Advisor, he should be able to. 

Petrignani is particularly touchy these days since he found 
out about the Quad meeting which we were going to hold with 
the Brits, French and Germans. 

The Italians are still carrying a lot of water for us thes·e days, 
so I feel we should be responsive to Petrignani within reasonable 
limits. I recommend that you telephone him, tell him that you 
are unable to meet personally, and ask what is on his mind , 
A photo opportunity for Fanfani is certainly no big thing, and 
we can tell him we think it is a good idea. A visit by 
Spadolini is fine in principle,· but October will be a tough 
month. Perhaps a working visit, which would take less of 
a time commitment, would be better, and the more flexibility 
there is on the dates, the better . 

Sorry I could not turn the whole thing off . 
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REQUEST FOR. APPOINTMENT 

DATE RECEIVED: 

REQUESTED BY: 

ADDITIONAL PERSONS 
TO BE ATTENDING: 

DATE PREFERRED: 

SUBJECT: 

7/12 

Amb. Pet·r ignani 

none 

This week 

4-3 -

To discussion questions re Italian affairs •. I ,,,,.,, f 1 
_ "··"' air y sure 

that Petrignani wants to m~ke a high-level pitch for the President to receive PM 
Spadolini and influential Christian Democrat P~intore Farrfani in October (he 
took L rry E~gleburger aside ·yesterday during a discussior. about the pipeline dec : sicn 
to push this) • -:.:.::.. 

RECOMMENDATION: A tough call: the matter is highly im-cortant for Spadolini 

(arid Fetrignani ), but will get us into tricky It2lian politics with no cle · r payoff 
(since Spadolini m;,y soon be a J am 0 duck). On thoother ha.nd, we a:re c::.sking the 
It .c0lians to do a great deal for us (Lebanon), and on bala..n e I "believe the Judge 
should see him for min te hp + 

SCHEDULE UNABLE TO DO R,EFER TO 

OTHER COMMENTS/INSTRUCTIONS: 

CONTACT: 

328-5500 jh 
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