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Mr. Bernard M. Luke.tich ·. 
National President · 
Croatian Fraternal Union 

of America 
-100 Delaney Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15235 . 

Dear Mr. Luketichz 

. . . .. 

United States Departm en t 

Washingwn, D.C. 20520 

February 19, 1985 

President Reagan has asked me to reply to your letter of 
February 5, 1985, which concerns l~gislation introduced in the 
U.S. Congress· to authorize · construction of Federal Government 

·- . property .of a . monument to General Draza Mihailovich. We 
understand tha.t-· .. thirl!! · \ ~•~~fl7ftc,P,--~:,~ae ..... t>ec.12et..L2;;:t~~ 

in the House of Representatives and referred to the Committee · 
on House Administration. 

The Administration has· informed the Congress that, as in 
the past, it opposes adoption of this legislation. We 
understand the desire of American servicemen to recognize 
rescue operations carried out in Yugoslavia during the Second 
World War and recognize their right to build a monument in 
recognition of those events. lt is clear, however, that the 
wartime role .. of· General- Mihailovich and his. followers remains a 
subject of great historical controversy, and that the number of 
airmen they rescued represented only a small part of the total 
saved by the Yugoslav resistance as a .whole. As a rebwlt, we 
oppose erection of a monllllent on Federal land to General 
Mihailovich or any other resistance leader. 

~:£.:::t f. ~.Jc, 
Richard E. Combs, .. : .Jr. . 
Director 
Office of East European 

and Yugoslav Affairs 
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P.O. BOX 17478 , TUCSON, ARIZONA 85731 (6021 885 -7005 

July 1st , 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the united states 
The White House 
Washington, D.D. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

At your nationally televised news conference on 
June 18th, members of our committee were pleasantly 
surprised when a reporter in a bright red jacket 
stood up and asked the following ouestion: 

11 More than 500 American flyers were rescued 
by General Mihailovich in Yugoslavia in 1944 
and they want to erect a memorial on federal 
property which the senate approved twice and 
Mr. Derwinski supported repeatedly while 
President Truman gave the General the Legion 
of Merit. 

"Why, Mr. President, since it's very important 
to rescue Americans are you allowing your state 
Department to stop this in its tracks?1 

Your reply was as follows: 

"I will have to tell 
I've heard about it, 
question to ask when 
find out about it ••• " 

you that is 
but you have 
I leave here 

the first 
given me a 
tonight to 

We are those 500 American fliers who have tried for 
over 40 years to repay our debt of honor to General 
Mihailovich for saving our lives. To my knowledge, 
this is the greatest rescue of American lives in 
our Nation's history. 

A panial lisl of those who have supported General Draza Mihailovich over lhe last 40 yea s · 1 d · p d · · · 
Senate. hundreds ol U .S Congressman. Secretary ol the Air Force Thomas C Reed the Der a tc u t e'j res, en_is Harry S. Truman, Dwight D Eisenhower. Richard M Nixon & Ronald Reagan The United States 
Silberman . House Committee Chairman on Foreign At/airs Clement J Zablocki us ' Commi~s:o~~I: t_he 1;'enor_. The Na/renal Capital Memorial Advrsory Committee. U.S Ambassador to Yugoslavia Laurence 
Governor Simeon Willis. Indiana Governor Robert o. Orr. Massachuse.tts Gover~or Ed.ward J Kin Nebr~~~Y- he Arizona _Slate ~enate . Alaska Governor Ernest Gruening, Kansas Governor Alf M. Landon. Kentucky 
Roosevelt Longworth. Gene Tunney, John Wayne. The American legion Polish War Vet;rans g.Counrles a Eov~r~or Dw1ghb Gn~ol~. Texas Gove~nor Coke Stevenson. Bishops Fermillian. trrnay & Manning . Alice 
Washington Post. The Toronto Sun. Washing Ion Times. Christian Scien~e Monitor etc Speci~I Me I s r°hcaH eterabnls rgarnzat,ons. _T_he Heritage Foundation. Coalition for American . The New V0<k Times. 

• · n ion e onora e Edward J. Denvinsk, and Historian David Marfin 



President Ronald Reagan 
July 1st, 1985 
Page Two 

In the past, our appeals and t he appeals of our 
Congressmen and senators have been directed to 
"The President of the United States. 11 They have 
always been denied and returned to us "in the name 
of the President of the United States". This is an 
a dminist.rati ve procedure which we understand. 

However, as a purist in what the term "United states 
of America" stands for, I absolutely refuse to believe 
that. any US President, having direct, personal know­
ledge of our simple request would deny us . 

The issue of saving American lives is a most timely 
one . With the release of 39 hostages from Beirut 
yesterday you wasted no time in going on national 
television to express your gratitude to those who 
help us . You did not wait 40 years to do it nor did 
the freed hostages have to petition a majority of the 
435 Congressmen to do it. 

On July 12th, the Task Force on Libraries and Memorials 
has granted us a hearing on HR 77 at which time we hope 
to state our case. 

Mr. President, do not think it presumptuous but we 
would deem it the highest of hon.ors if you, or your 
White House representative, would accept this letter 
as an invitaJ ion t9 aP.Dear as an observer at our hear­
ing and lear11_§ll ~t he fac t s f irst hand. 

Respect f ully 

1:, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 7, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAT BUCHANAN 

THROUGH: LINDA CHAVEZ 

FROM: · LINAS KOJELI ~ 

SUBJECT: Monument to General Draza Mihailovic 

Last week, the White House received the attached letter from the 
National Committee of American Airmen Rescued by General 
Mihai lovic, Inc. requesting the President to participate at a 
Congressional hearing on H.R. 77, which, I assume, is the current 
legislation to allow a monument to General Mihailovic to be 
erected on federal land. 

While I do not think it wise for us to recommend a meeting with 
the President, I think it would be very good if you would agree 
to meet with this group when they come to town this week. It 
would give us an opportunity to learn the exact status of the 
current effort for the monument, an"d also, it would indicate to 
the group that the President did not forget about the issue after 
it was raised in his last press conference, and that his staff is 
following-up. I plan to also arrange meetings for the group with 
John Lenczowski and other supporters. 

I recommend that you meet with this airmen's group. 

Agree 

Other 
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National Committee of American Airmen 
Rescued by General Mihailovich, Inc. 

P.O. BOX 17478, TUCSON, ARIZONA 85731 (6021885-7005 

July 1st, 1985 

Honorable Ronald Reagan The 
President of the united states 
The White House 
1,~ashington, D.D. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

At your nationally televised news con~erence on 
June 18th, members of our committee were pleasantly · 
s ·.1rnrised when a re-porter in a bright red jacket 
stood up and asked the following nue~tion: 

11 Niore than 500 American flyers were rescued 
in 1944 
federal 

by General Mihailovich in Yugoslavia 
and they want to erect a memorial on 
property which the Senate auproved twice and 
Mr. Derwinski su-pported repeatedly while 
President Truman gave the General the Legion 
of Merit. 

11 Why, Mr. President, since it's very imoortant 
to rescue Americans are you allowing your St8te 
Department to stop this in its tracks~~ 

Your reply was as follows: 

that is 
have 
here 

11 I will have to tell yoQ 
I've heard about it, but you 
question to ask when I leave 
find out about it ••• " 

the first 
.Q:iven me a 
tonight to 

we are those 500 American fliers who have tried for 
over 40 years to repay our nebt of honor to General 
~ ihailovich for saving our lives. To ffiY knowledge 
this is the greatest rescue of America n lives i~ 
our Nation's history. 

5 
~ pan~al ~std011~~s~ w~o have supported General Oraza Mtharlovich over the last 40 years includes PreSJdenrs Harry S Truman Dwight D Eisenhower A1cnard M Nixon & Ronalo Aet10an The Unued States 

e ate. un re s O ongressman. Secretary of the Air Force Thomas C Reed the Depanment of the lntenor. The Nallonat Caplfa1 Memorial Advisory Comm111ee us Ambassador io vu 0s1av1a Laurence 
Silberman. House Comm111ee Cha1rman on Foreign Atfa1rs Clement J Zablocki U S Com,mss10n of lnawry, The Amona Stare Senate Alaska Governor Ernest Gruening . Kansas Governor All M ~andon Ken1uck 
Governor S11r,eon W1ll1s. Indiana Governor Robert O Orr. Massachuse11s Governor Edward J Kmg. Nebraska Governor Ow1gh1 Gnswold Texas Governor Coke Stevenson· ·a1shops Ferm1ll1an lrrnay & Manning Alic~ 
~Jo~evelt Lo;gwoi~· ~ene Tun

5
ney, John Wayne. The American Legion . Polish War Veterans Couniless Local Veterans Organ1za11ons. Tne Hernage Foundation Coaht,on tor American The New York Times 

as 1ng1on ost e oromo un. Washington Times. Chns11an Science Mon11or. e1c Special Mention lhe Honorable Edwaro J Derivins,(t ano Historian David Martin 



Pre~ident Ronald Reagan 
July 1st, 1985 
Pae:e Two 

In the past, our appeals and t he appeals of our 
Congre s smen and senators have been directed to 
"The President of the United States." They have 
always been denied and returned to us 11 in the name 
of the President of the United States". This is a n 
a dministrative procedure which ,,ve understand. 

However, as a purist in what the ter;n "United stat e s 
of America" stands for, I absolutely refuse to believe 
t~~t any US President, havin~ direct, personal k now­
ledge of our simple request would deny us. 

The issue of saving American lives is a most timely 
one. With the release of 39 hostages from Beirut 
yesterday you wasted no time in going on national 
television to express your gratitude to those wh o 
nelp us. You did not wait 40 years to do it nor did 
the freed hostages have to petition a majority of the 
435 Congressmen to do it. 

On July 12th, the Task Force on 11braries and Memor i al s 
has granted us a hearing on HR 77 at which time we h ope 
to stat~ our case. 

Mr. President, do not think it presumptuous but we 
would deem it the highest of honors if you, or your 
White Hollse representative, would accept this l et t er 
a s an invitation to appear as an observer at our he ar-
ing and l earn ___ all.r_t he f acts fi rs t -~a ~d~--

Respectfully 

1:, 
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P.O. BOX 17478 , TUCSON, ARIZONA 85731 (6021885 -7005 

July 22nd, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United states 
The White lfouse 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

near Mr .. Pres·ident: 

our 500 former MIAe absolutely refus e to 
believe t.hat the President of the United stat-es, 
in whom we and the American people have such great 
trust and warm' affeetion, would "turn his back'' on 
the w~rlime ally who saved our lives during world 
war II ( see attached "'Dese:irted Hero" by Jack Ander­
son r July 8~ 1985.) 

At your June 18th, 1985 nationally tele-vised 
news conference you told the American pe0ple that 
you knew m,-thing about our ef.f'orts to thank General 
Mihailovich (HR 77) but "when I leave here tonight 
(will) find out about it". 

As regards to the allegation in Jack Anderson's 
column, we ~refer to think that a protecti~e stafff 
us kept you shielded from what they cons-id.er a re­
latively unimp0Jrtant matter and have spoken out in 
your name contrary to your t mzs sentiments as ex­
-r;,ress-ed preV1iously ( see attae'l-i.ed Ronald Reagan letter, 
September 8, 1979). 

Please te·ll us where the truth lie·s ! 

You have· our heartfelt prayers for a full and 
spee·dy recovery. 

Encls., (2) 

Respe~ttut : 
ichard L. Felman 

Major USAF {Ret) 

President 

A partial list of those who have supported General Draza_ Mihailovich over the last 40 years includes· Presidents Harry S Truman . Dwight o Eisenhower. Richard M. Nixon & Ronald Reagan The United States 
S~nate. hundreds of U.S_. Congre~sman. Secret~ry of th.e Air Force Thomas C._ Reed , the D~pa~tment oft.he Interior_. The National Capital Memorial Advisory Committee. US. Ambassador to Yugoslavia Laurence 
Silberman , _House C~~mtlte~ Chairman on Foreign Affairs Clement J . Zablocki , U.S. Comm1s~10n of Inquiry, The Anzona _State ~enate. Alaska Governor Ernest Gruening. Kansas Governor Alf M. Landon. Kentucky 
Governor Simeon Willis , Indiana Governor Robert D. Orr. Mas~achusett.s Gover~or Edward J. King. Nebraska Governor Dwight Gnswold. Texas Governor Coke Stevenson . Bishops Fermillian. lrrnay & Manning . Alice 
Roosevelt Longworth. Gene Tunney, John _Wayne. _The Am~1c~n legion . Polish War Veterans. Countless local Veterans Organ izations. The Heritage Foundation. Coalition for American. The New York Times. 
Washington Post. The Toronto Sun. Washington Times, Chnst1an Science Monitor. etc Special Mention The Honorable Edward J. Oenvmsk1 and Htstonan oav1d Manin 



MONDAY, July 8, 1985 

JACK ANDERSON AND JOSEPH SPEAR · 

WEEKLY SPECIAL 

Banks want to keep their public 'loans' 
By Jack Anderson 
and Joseph Spear 

WASHING TON - These davs the 
holdup men are on the other s1de of 
the counte.r at your friendly neigh-· 
borhood bank. And if the banking 
industry has its way, Americans 
will keep getting robbed each time 
they deposit a check in their 
accounts. 

Fo, Years, baukers have insisted 
that "clearing" a check - making 
sure there are funds to cover it in 
the account on which it was drawn 
- takes many days, a claim that 
doesn't wash in this age of comput­
ers and high-tech communications. 

But it's certainly no mystery why 
the bankers have perpetuated this 
myth - and why they're gearing up 
a massive lobbying effort to shoot 
down a proposed law that would let 
customers use the money they 
desposit right away, rather than 
waiting a week or two. When they 
can clear a deposited check in a 
matter of hours (while making the 
customer wait as long as two weeks 
to write checks against those 
funds), they get free use of the idle 
money. 

Multiplied by millions of checks 
each day, that gives bankers inter­
est-free loans from their customers 
worth billions'of dollars a year. 

Bankers call the time between 
when a customer deposits the 
check, and when they can use it the 
"float." If any other industry were 
t c t:.-1 th ::: :;s:;:.;e tr ick. they would be 
accused of che_cic "kiting." In fact, 
that is exactly what officials of the 
brokerage firm of E.F. Hutton 
pleaded guilty to: floating checks on 
a systematic basis to get interest 
free loans, at the expense of the 
banks with which they were deal 

ing. first anti-Nazi leader in Europe." 
Now even such diverse politi- But more recently, through a 

cians as .Sen. Alfonse D' Amato, R- spokesman, Reagan backtracked. 
N.Y ., and Rep . Fernand St He called Mihailovich's role 
Germain, D-R.I., agree that it may "controversial" and said he opposes 
be time to put an anchor on the a monument because it would mean 
bankers' float. St Germain cited taking sides in a "bitter historical 
these typical abuses: .,__dis.· ri,"iu,~teff.'~' ~".'l"\1'1"!'!1!:-Jl"l'J:A!'l'ffl'~ ~ ""'r' 

- · A Pennsylvania man - a 
retired banker, no less - deposited 
a federal tax-refund check ior more 
than $1,000, waited nine days for it 
to clear and then wrote a check 
against it. The bank bounced his 
.check and charged him a $30 over­
draft fee . 

- In a small California town, a 
customer deposited in his checking 
account a check for $1,295 drawn 
from his savings account in a bank 
just down the street. He had to wait 
seven days for the check to clear. 

- A New York City man got a 
$1,000 check from his credit union, 
deposited it in his checking account 
at a bank a few miles away, and 
waited six days before writing an 
$800 check to pay a credit-card bill. 
The check still bounced, and not 
only was he stuck with the over­
draft charge, the credit-card com­
pany c~ar~ed him a month's inter-

. ' 

DESERTED HERO: President 
Reagan Has fumed ms bank on a 
World War II hero he praised 
effusively only six years ago: Draza 
Mihailovich, the Yugoslav army 
general who fought Nazis but was 
execut~d as a traitor by Marshal 
Tito's victorious communists. 

In a 1979 letter to a group that 
wants to erect a statue to honor 
Mihail<>vich's rescue of hundreds of 
American airmen · shot down over 
Yugoslavia, Reagan called him a 
"faithful Allied commander and the 

END MGW-7-08-85 

Federal Aviation Administration 
has kept track of hijackings and 
attempted hijackings at airports 
around the world since 1970 - and 
the results are surprising. By far 
the most incidents - 64 - have 
occured at U.S. airstrips, more than 
the number recorded in Lebanon, 
India, Colombia, West Germany, 
the Philippines, Japan, Iran, Vene­
zuela and France combined. 

Two cities are tied for first place 
in this dubious contest: New York's 
LaGuardia and Kennedy airports 
have totaled 19 incidents since 
1970, as has Miami's International 
Airport. Until the TWA hijacking 
three weeks ago, Athens airport had 
only two in the same period. 

POLITICAL POTPOURRI: The 
Democrats, far from surrendering 
the national arena to the Republi­
cans, have just begun to fight. As 
usual, they're fighting themselves. 

The latest occasion for interne­
cine bickering is the $1 ,000-a-plate 
g;lla in Washington, D.C., in Octo­
ber. Sentimentalists want to give 
proper respect to ex-President Jim­
my Carter and his vice president, 
Walter Mondale. Hard-eyed realists 
want to ignore the 1980 and 1984 
losers and concentrate instead on 
potential 1988 presidential candi­
dates. 

Interestingly, no one seems to 
care one way or the other about the 
party's 1972 candidate, former Sen. 
George McGovern. 

Copyright, 1985, 
United Feature Syndicate, Inc . 

,. 
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Mr. Michael Radenkovich 
Vice President · 

September 8, 1979 

California Citizens' Conunittee to 
Commemorate General Draja Mihailovich 

P . 0 • 8 OX 161 7 
Santa Monica, Califoinia 90406 

Dear Mr. Radenkovich: 

Please convey to the Cal.ifornia Citizen's Committee to 
Commemorate General Draja Mihailovich my sincere appreciation 
for their kind invitation to attend tonight's dinner to 
commemorate General Mihailovich. Unfortunately, prior 
commitments prevent me from being with you. 

I believe that the spirit in which you have gathered here to . 
honor the memory of General Mihailovich, the faithful allied 
~ommander and the first anti-Nazi leader i n Europe, i s s h ared 
by the_ great majority of Americans. 

The ultimate tragedy of Dr~ja Mihailovich cannot erase the 
memory of his heroic and often lonel stru ainst the twin 
trannies 
le new is 
the death of freedom. He thus became a symbol of resistance 
to all those across the world who have had to fight a similar 
heroic and lonely struggle against totalitarianism. Mihailovich 
~elonged to Yugoslavia; his s8irit now belong s to all those who 
a re willing to fight for f ree om. 

I wish it could be said that this great hero was the l~st 
victim of confused and senseless po l icies o ! western governments 
in dealing with Communism. The fact is that others have 
suffered a ·fate similar to hi~ by being embraced and then 
abar-doned by western governments in the hope that such. abandonment 
will purchase peace or security. 

Thus, the fate of General Mihailovich is not simply of historic 
significance--it teaches us something today, as well. No western 
natign. including .the United States, can hope to win its own 
battle for freedom and survival by sacrificing Brave comrades 
to the politics of international expeciency. 



~ 

Mr. Michael Radenkovich 
September 8, 1979 
Page Two 

Your dinner therefore commemorates something more than the 
1 e · · sm and he · · · · · 
Yo e pr1nc1p 

tion t ver 
cm. n 

in the jung es o ietnam, wherever men ''and women have fought 
totalitarian brutality, it has beep demgpstrated 9eyond d ubt 
hat bo h freedorn and honor suffer ·rm commi ecome 

sacri c a se · o es o · a ressors oning 

~ 
RONALD REAGAN 
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On.the Other Hand • • • 

u:~·S. vets stymied in attempts to honor Yugoslav savior 
By RICHARD L. FELMAN 

~ Nine months ago, lhe city of Tucson's Veterans' 
Affairs Committee (representing all 12 veterans' 
organizations in Tucson) wrote President Reagan 
requesung his help on a bill before Congress provld, 
ing for •a monument in Washington to the Yugoslav 
generar Draza Mihallovich for saving over &00 
American lives during World War II. No answer or 
acknowledgement has ever been received. 

Thionter diregard of Tucson's vox populi is typi­
cal of em- government's ostrich-like attitude toward 
Mihailovich for the past 38 years. Other local sup­
porters of this legislation include Arizona's congres­
sional delegation, the Arizona State Senate, the Ari­
zona Qcpartment of the American Legion and some 
newspimers. 

Ever,.since 1944, I and over 500 of my fellow 
American fiyers who were shot down over Yugosla­
via during World War II have been trying to repay 
our debt to this Yugoslav general who saved our 
lives. The story of the greatest rescue of American 
lives in.o.ur nation's history has never been released 
by our gpvernment for fear that honoring the anti­
Communist Mihailovich would offend the Commu­
nist government of Yugoslavia. 

AlthOUgh our petition to Congress to erect the 
Mihallovich monument (through publicly subscribed 
funds a~ at no cost to the taxpayer) has twice been 
approv!!p by the U.S. Senate, the bill has sat in House 
commfttee due to the angry personal objections of 
Tito and the Yugoslav government, supported by 
pressure from an appeasing State Department. II 1s 
sheer Tblly to continue 10 believe that the State 
Department will remove its objection to the M1hailo­
vtch monument and change its postwar, self-admit­
ted pol)~y of "Regardless of right or wrong, we dare 
not offend an independent, noo-allgned Yugosla­
via." ~ 

The State Department knows as well as we do the 

Rlchard L. Felman Is 
a retired Air Force 
major who new combat 
missions In World War 
II and the Korean Con­
ftlcl. He ls president of 
the National Commit• 
tee of American Air• 

- • men Rescued by Gen­
eral Mlhallovicb, Inc., 
and he was personally 
decorated by Kln11 
Peter II of Yugoslavia. 
A Tucson resident since 
!ISO, Felman Is a grad­
uate of the University 
of Arizona In business 
admlnlstnt1ion, a for­
mer employee of 
KVOA Radio and an 
amateur thelplan wllb 
Playbox and Gr14lron 
Show credits. 

truth about Gen. Mihailovich and the political mo­
tive behind Yugoslavia's demand to suppress the 
truth. Our lives and President Truman's posthumous 
award ( classified St.>eret) of the Legion of Merit to 
Mihailovich are all the evidence that Is needed. 
While I can honestly accept a diplomatic desire to 
pacify a friendly nation, assisting it in overruling 
formal legislation that has twice been paned by the 
U.S. Senate and preventing an expreulon of truth 
within our own country, and by our own citizens, is 
too horrifying a price to pay. 

Al this point, the issue of erec ting a Mihailovich 
monument takes a back seal to the " reason" it has 
not been approved all these years. As a private 

citizen, I feel we have been "suckered" by a govern­
ment that proclaims Itself to be "of, by and for the 
people," standing for truth, justice and honor, and 
then in the name of political expediency sacrifices 
these principles in dealing with nations to whom 
these values mean absolutely nothing. 

In the name of these God-given inalienable rights, 
the members of our national committee have risked 

.their lives, seen their buddies' arms, legs and heads 
blown off, paid their taxes and faithfully abided by 
our laws. In tne nnal analysis, they did all that so 
some foreign nation could dictate what they could or 
could not do within the confines of their own coun­
try! 

Pardon my naivate, but I always thought that was 
the very thing the American people wanted to pre­
vent when our politicians asked us to elect them to 
office, spend billions of our tax dollars on defense 
ancl fight our wars! 

Outside of a presidential election, the outstanding 
list of support we have amassed for the Mihailovich 
monument is as true a representation of the "will of 
the American people" as our founding fathers could 
have hoped for: 

The U.S. Senate, hundreds of members of the 
House of Representatives, the chairman of the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs, the secretary 
of the Air Force, the Department of Interior, the 
National Capital Memorial Advisory Committee, 
the Arizona Stale Senate, the American Legion (na­
tional), the AFL-CIO (national), newspapers and 
countless other organizations throughout the coun­
try. 

The reality of knowing that this expression of the 
people's will is being denied by a totalitarian govern­
ment t11at is diametrically opposed 10 our way of life 
is totally repugnant to every concept I hold of our 
democratic: form of government! . 

Were the truth ever to be nationally known, there 
would not be a single American who would object to 
expressing, at no expense to the taxpayer, a nation's 
gratitude f_!!!"_ saving the lives of over 500 . of .1~ 
fighting men. There- is abSOlutely no rhyme, reason 
or rhetoric that should prevent the American air­
men from repaying their personal debt of honor. For 
38 years we have fought for this right and been 
denied. In all good conscience, I cannot sit idly by 
and watch a ~year effort go down the drain while 
the threats of another nation make our proud Ameri­
can eagle look like a plucked chicken. 

You may ask why I so stubbornly persist after all 
these years of frustration. If you saw what I did -
200 innocent women and children slaughtered in cold 
blood by the Germans because Mihailovich would 
no• surrender me and my crew to them - I am sure 
you would persist too. It was the most compelling 
demonstration of what "human events" and govern­
ments are all about and a lesson I never forgot of 
what it means to be an American. 

After the war, Mihailovich was shot by a Comm~ 
nist firing squad, his heart cut out and lus body 
thrown into an unmarked grave. Our government 
did nothing to prevent ii! 

11 you leel as strongly as I do, then open your patio 
windows, Tucson, and shout along with me : "I'm 
madder than hell and I'm not going to take it any­
more!" Cut out tlus coiwnn and mail it to me, P .O. 
Box 17478, Tucson 8:i731, along with your name and 
address and I will forward all replies to the White 
House. Hopefully, this grass-roots, "We, the people" 
expression will be the ultimate voice this ad.minis,. 
tration will listen to in an election year. 

"On the Other Hand" columns are written al tlu? 
invitation of the Tucson Citizen alld are printed 
on the Perspective page on Fridays. 
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SERBIAN MOVEMENT FOR DEMOCRACY \ 

5511 North Artesian Avenue \ 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 

Hon. Mr. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. President: 

July 10, 1985 

All the Serbian people, both in Yugoslavia and in the emigration, view with deep concern 
and admiration your persistent and honorable efforts to stem the tide of international 
terrorism, which is aided and abetted by the Soviet regime in Moscow. Your political and 
diplomatic resistance serves to thwart communist provocation to military adventures, and 
your firm but peace loving policy is applauded by the Free World. 

In this period of severe international tension ~ how.e.Y..e.t:,..disheartenecLtha.Uhe S.tate 
Department hesitates_to_p.ei:mit-a few square yards of Federal land to be used to raise a .., 
monumentTo honor the memory of General Draza Mihailovic, the first great resistance 
leader in World War11, w o was condemned and murdered by the Yugoslav communist 
regime on July 17, 1J 46.-0ne of the great virtues of the American people is gratitude. In 
this spirit the more than five hundred American pilots who were saved by General Mihailovic 
and his Army have petitioned to raise the monument to his memory in the vicinity of 
Washington, D.C. Let us remind you that during your last press conference a courageous 
newsman raised the issue of the monument with you. 

Mr. President, the example made by General Mihailovic is especially timely to revive in a 
world in which communist inspired terrorist groups seek continually to blackmail the 
United States. As a freedom fighter he never resorted to blackmail, even when the United 
States Government, under British instigation, transferred its support from him to the 
communist guerilla Tito. Blackmail has never been the way of the Serbian people and never 
will be. We proudly underscore the fact that Draza Mihailovic and the Serbian peasants, 
who saved the heroic American pilots and gave them food and clothing while they them­
selves went without these basic necessities of life, were at each moment ready to sacrifice 
their lives for those they protected, to shield them with their bodies from German bullets. 
An honest history cannot erase this brave example, so important to remember today. 
Why, Mr. President, is the pilots' petition not granted? Why is their gratitude not allowed 
to be expressed appropriately? 

With deep acknowledgment of the extreme difficulties that you face in the present interna­
tional situation and in hope for the future of our peoples we appeal to you to respond 
positively to the re€}-u~t for a mo.ID!m.ent to honor General az · rnilovic Truth, 
justice, and the interest of the Free World demand a positive approach on this question. 

With our best wishes for your continued good health and for success in your statesmanship, 
we beg you, Mr. President, to accept our highest esteem for you. In the name of the Serbian 
Movement for Democracy, we remain 

cc to: 

Most respectf 

~ v M. Stanisic, Secretary 
The Vice President - George Bush 
The Secretary of State - George Shultz 
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j' President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing pursuant to a matter that came up at your 
press conference two w~eks. ago. You were asked by a reporter 
why it has been so difficult to ~ablish a memorial to 
General Draza Mihailo yjc h, the Yugoslav resistance leader 
wn~ rescued and safely evacuated more than 500 U.S airmen 
from enemy-occupied Yugoslavia during World War II. 

You replied that you were unfamiliar with the issue, but 
would look into it and get back to the reporter later. 

As I'm certain you've been briefed by now, Mihailovich 
was the first resistance leader in Europe during the war. 
His courageous "Chetnik" guerillas fought in the hills 
against the Germans from 1941 until the end of the war, 
and from 1942 were forced to simultaneously fight a civil 
war against a rival resistance group, the Communist-led 
Partisans under Tito who were vying for control of the 
country. The Chetniks lost the civil war, and Mihailovich 
was captured and tried on phony charges of collaboration 
with the Germans. He was convicted in a mock trial and executed 
by a Communist firing squad in Belgrade on July 17, 1946. 

During 1944, Mihailovich rescued more than 500 U.S. fliers 
who were shot down over Yugoslavia on their way to, or returning 
from, bombing missions over the Ploesti oil fields in 
Rumania. One of them is my father, Captain Robert English, 
USAF-Ret., of Northville, Michigan. For his heroic work in 
this most dramatic of rescue efforts, General Mihailovich 
was posthumously awarded the Legion of Merit by President 
Harry Truman in 1948. 

My father, like all of the other U.S. fliers and OSS personnel 
who were with the Chetniks in Yugoslavia, states flatly that 
Draza was the victim of a Communist disinformation campaign 
and that he was a loyal ally of the United States throughout 
the war. 

A bill is pending in Congress, H.R. 77, that would authorize 
the erection of a monument on public land in Washington, D.C., 
or its environs to General Mihailovich recognizing his unparalled 
rescue of American fighting men in enemy-held territory. Sponsor 



of the bill is Rep. Crane of Ill i nois. In earlier forms, 
this bill has passed the Senate twice but has failed to 
make it out of the House Administration committee primarily 
due to objections by the State Dept., which fears the 
erection of a monument to Mihailovich would offend the 
government of Yugoslavia. 

Supporters of the bill, primarily the National Committee 
of American Airmen Rescued by General Mihailovich based in 
Falls Church, Virginia, feel that setting the record 
straight for history through the establishment of a memorial 
supercedes in importance any "offense" that might be taken 
by the regime that railroaded the General to his death nearly 
forty years ago. 

I would like to take this opportunity, Mr. President, to 
ask you to direct the State Dept. to drop its objection to 
the proposed memorial so · that my father . and 500 other Americans 
can pay their debt of honor to this great man. At a time when 
our values and interests seem under seige in so many parts 
of the world, it would only be appropriate to recognize a man 
who did something positive for our country in the cause of 
freedom. 

Thank you very much for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely~ • 

D~glf~~ 
325 N. Fourth Ave. West #3 
Duluth, MN 55806 
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June 19, 1985 

iaou.sr of 'JR.rprr.srntetior.s 
~a.shington, 3B~ 20515 

Honorable Ronald w. Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

In your press conference last night, a question was raised 
in regards to why you were allowing the State Department 
to oppose the construction of a memorial to honor General 
Draza Mihailovich of Yugoslavia for orchestrating the 
rescue of over 500 American airmen downed over 
Axis-controlled Yugoslavia during world War II. Before 
you base your opinion on the State Department's 
information, I would like to make a few points with 
respect to H.R. 77, my bill to authorize the construction 
of a Mihailovich memorial. 

To begin with, I have taken the liberty of enclosing a 
letter signed by you in 1979 in response to an invitation 
to attend a dinner to commemorate General Mihailovich. In 
that response you refer to General Mihailovich as "a 
symbol of resistance to all those across the world who 
have had to fight a similar heroic and lonely struggle 
against totalitarianism." 

Although you answered last night that you had not heard of 
the State Department's efforts to oppose my legislation, 
they have taken the liberty of stating that in fact you ' 
already oppose adoption of legislation that would allow 
the rescued airmen to construct a memorial in honor of 
General 1Mihailovich for saving their lives. The Stat~. 
Department's message on your behalf would appear at odds 
to your earlier stated support of the heroic role played 
by General Mihailovich. 

Based on your patriotism and your commitment to stand 
behind your previously stated positions, I feel secure in 
the knowledge that you will take the necessary steps to 
align the view of the State Department with the views of 

6 6 NORTH WILLIAMS STREET 
CRYSTAL LAKE, IL 60014 

816/ 469-3399 

ROBERT C. COLEMAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 



Honorable Ronald w. Reagan 
June 19, 1985 
Page Two 

your Administration. I certainly would appreciate any 
support you could give in correcting this historical 
injustice. 

~~\~, 

Philip M. Crane, M.C. 
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:1:cs IF'MBNGZ C\:;P 
4128826426 POM TDBN PITTSBURGH PA 46 06-18 0943P EST 

PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT, I AM A YOUNG SERVIAN AMERICAN EXTREMELY PROUD OF 

MY ETHNIC BACKGROUND. I AM URGING YOU TO SUPPORT THE AMERICAN AIRMEN 

IN THEIR DESIRE TO ERECT A MONUMENT TO THE LATE SERVIAN GENERAL 

DRAZHA MIHAILOVICH. GOD BLE~S 

DhNE G TDPICH 

5207 SHERWOOD DR 

PITTSBURG~ PA 15236 
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1-205222G169 06/18/85 

ICS IPMIIHA IISS 

IISS FM CNT 18 2015 

PMS WASHINGTON DC 

CNB0378 TG568 50 FR 

TDTN WINDSOR ON 18 2112 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

THE l,,JHITE HClUFiE 

1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVE 

BT 

PLEASE ENCOURAGE T~E FRECTION OF THE MONUMENT TO GENERAL DRAGOLLlB 

DRAZA MIHAILOVICH, THE GREATEST FREEDOM FIGHTER OF WWII, A MAN WHO 

RESCUED 500 U.S SERVICEMEN, THEMSELVES FREEDOM FIGHTERS, SHOT DOWN 

uvr:r-;: YUC0::;1...t, 1,)11~" 
I 

IVAN OBRKNEZ 915 ALBERT ROAD WINDSOR ONTARIO CANADA NBY 3P1 
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POM TDMT CLAIRTON 

PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE ~ □ USE DC 20500 

D:A~ MR PRESIDENT 

06· .. ·20 :I. 04()(.\ P/2 ; I: 0 
1.! IJ 

T RESPECTFULLY URGE YOU TO USE YOUR POWER AS PRESIDENT OF OUR GREAT 

COUNTRY TO SEE TO IT THAT OUR COUNTRY HONORS GENERAL DRAZA 

~IliA:LGVICH AND HIS YUGOSLAV ARMY BY PERMITTING A MONUMENT OF HIM TO 

BE ERECTED IN □ UR NATION'S CAPITAL. GENERAL MIHAIL □ VICH AND HIS MEN 

FOUGHT VALIANTLY ON OUR SIDE DURING WORLD WAR II AND SAVED LIVES OF 

HUNDREDS OF AMERICAN SERVICEMEN. I PRAY THAT GOD CONTINUES TO BLESS 

YOU AND OUR NATION 

c... !. 
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PMS PPFS[DFNT ~ONALD REAGAN 

WHI-r HO )SE or 20500 

DEA~ ~R PR~STDFNT 

~ ·T ➔ rRFAT R~SnECT UF~GE YOU TO USE YOLF.: .i:Nl"'L.Ut=:NCE: AS eF:ESlDEN 1 '1f 

, 'JR N4T:1:0N Tf) ·'F,:~MIT THF EF.:FCTIDN OF 1':\ MDNUME:1'.!T 0 1::· GC:NER,~l D',:~?t.-i 

"1 r HA J. (1~) 1TH T. N D! R C1':\F' I T(:1L... GFNFTi~,L Mi: HA I ,_(:JV I CH 1'.~ND 1 .. 1 IS YI.JGOSL AV Mi: 1Y 

r·our.:!•IT r.:RtVFL '( ,\,IIT!·· ·· ·1-11::~ (.H . . TES DURING lJDF.:Ll) WAR II 1':\I\ID SAV:D MANY 

HU~D~FD A~fR[CA~ SDLDIERS FOR ~HIC~ rTHAIL.OVICH WAS AW~RDED THE 

I ·:··· T fli\l tlF MF r: IT 13 y PF<E~, I DENT T r.;:UMAt,· COD D LESS y OU 1':\ND ou~~ COL, NI RY 

ntt Ri .. FS t,if\!!) NLT)F'A nrrnr;t.ic 
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P/2: ~ 

H~.i:NG cnN(:f::O::•Ni:,Ti Af-lfllJT HnNDF~INC 1,JOR.,.HY F'f:RSONS IJJHCJ'VE HE-YFu O l~ C:'.\U 1
· E 

FOR ~.;:~~DMM [ RrSPECTfUL.Y ASK T1 AT vou USE YOUR INFLU:NCE TO PERMIT 

TH::· · Rl::'rT P ~i:- 1-1 M()NIJMENT IN OU·,: ~ATIQNYS C{1F'IT1~L FO-( CFN R1"L DF:~Z1:'.\ 

~IrlATL1VTCH AND HIS YUGOSLAV A~MY ¼HJ ~O~G~ TON OUR SIDF I~ ~ORLD WAR 

7~2 YADOE LA AVF 

CIAIRTON PA 15025 
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PR!SIOENT RQNALO RfAGAN 
WMlTEI-IOUSE 
WASM ? N OC 20500 

_- jj 'c~ ~ 
, tf DEAR MR PRESIDENT, 

~ THE MEMBERS OF THE ST N?CMOLAS MENI$ CLUB OF MONRO~VlLLE PA 
QONQRATULATE YOU ON YOUR ANSWER TO THE QUESTION ON H,R;11 ON 
TONIGHT'S NATIONA~ TELECAST, 

• 'It * •• * .. 

\.,_.. 

-.,__ . 

..._,_. 

'-.-· 

·.___. 

·......_~ . 

. '--./ 

-
'...,-· 

WE URGE VOU, THE L.!AOER OF OUR FREE WORLD, TO f:XERt YOUR FUl,.l. 
PRESIOENTXA~ POWER SO THAT GENERAL ORAtA MI~AILQ~JCM, ANO HIS ALLlEO 
V UGOS ~ AV J .9J1't., --M A.'f-F~ NA.1.,.L,..V---8:£.:::;tO-N"br{-fQ.:.:e-V- O\JR N~I-0,N, 0 N W!-10 SE SI oe: Hf; '-" 
SO GA~~ANTLV FOUG~T AND FOR WMlCM HlS SERBIAN NATION SUFFERED SO 

"-" 

..._,_ 

\.___ 

"--· 

'--
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"---· 
N° 
C0 

' r--
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GREAT~Y, MAY GOO CONTINUE TO BLESS AND GUIDE VOU, ALONG W?TH OUR 
JUSTICE LOVING NATION, "-"" 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

ST NlCMOLAS MEN !S CLUB OFFICERS ANO MEMBERS ALEX MA~ICH SECRETARY 

2oius EST 

MGMCOMP 
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STEVE KLIPA 
2150 GRANDVIEW OR 
MONROEVILLE PA 151~6 18PM 
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41a1122a,0 MGMB TOMT MONROEVILLE ~A 71 Qo•18 o,3op EST 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHlNGTCN DC 20500 

) '- vt 
- .;r '-· i "J f SIR 

.._, PL~ASE SUPPORT THE US AIRMEN SAVED BY GENERAL MIHAILOVICM OF 

\._. 
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\._. 
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!;. ....... 

:; 
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YUGOSLAVIA, MIHAIL.OVICH SAVEO OVER 500 US AIRMEN IN YUGOSLAVIA DURING 
WORLD WAR It, PRESIDENT MARRY S TRUMAN DECORATED MIHAI~OVICH FOR HI 
EFFORTS WITH THE LEGION OF MERIT AWARO, PLEASE ALLOW THE US AIRMEN TO 
HONOR MIMA?LOVICH W?TH A MONUMENT IN WASHINGTON OC 1 

THANK YOU 
NICHOL.AS KL.IPA 
21Sb GRANDVIEW OR 
MONROEVILLE PA 1S1~& 

2112q EST 

MGMCOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: JULY 01, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. JAMES S. PETERS 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF CONSTRUCTING A MONUMENT 
IN WASHINGTON TO GENERAL MIHAILOVICH, THE 
LEADER OF THE YUGOSLAV DEMOCRATIC RESISTANCE 
MOVEMENT DURING WWII 

ACTION 

ID# 317611 

DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY ( STAFF NAME) 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

LINAS KOJELIS ORG 85/07/01 - _!_/ __ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_!_/ ___ _ - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

_/ __ /_ --- - _/_/_ 

_/_/_ --- - _/_!_ 

_!_!_ --- - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) -----
(B) ___ _ (C) ___ _ 

****** ***************************************** ********************* ** 
*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION *OUTGOING 
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE= A 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED= DATE OF 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * 
********************************************************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 
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Samsonite Corporation 
11200 East Forty-Fifth Avenue 
Denver , Colorado 80239 
Phone (303) 373-6634 

James S. Peters 
Senior Vice President 
International 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 

Samsonite 

June 26, 1985 

President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D . C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Reagan: 

Telex 45689 

A Beatrice Company 

I was listening with great interest to your press conference Tuesday 
evening, June 18, and admired you for your handling of the most 
delicate questions in respect to the hostages in Beirut. 

I was, however, most pleasantly surprised when one of the news-
P ape rme n raised the quest i.o.n_o£ __ c.on.s.t.r11..£.1.ing__a.JJ1QJ1JJJJl_~ JJ. t ___ i_p 
Waship_gton to"_.Ge.neraLM..ihai.J.:-ov-i-c-h, the . le-ade-r-- -0-f-- t --he Yug..os~ 
democratic resistance movement during WWII, whose guerilla un ::i, ts 
saved more than 5Q0 U.S. airmen shot down over Yugoslavia in .1944. 

/ Since you did not have an opportunity to hear about this event, I 
t should like to brief you on this matter. 

In 1944, I was a young freedom fighter in one of General Mihailovich ' s 
units. One spring day, we saw a flaming American bomber over our 
heads and three white parachutes coming slowly down. Our unit was 
in the vicinity of a small town in Northern Serbia, Ub, where an 
enemy unit was stationed. The race started for the three American 
pilots. We were able to reach two pilots, Fred Barrett and Donald 
Parkerson, while the third pilot was taken prisoner. 

Fred and Donald remained with our unit for several months and were 
greeted by our villagers as the great promise of freedom and the hope 
that Yugoslavia would not be given to the Soviets and their Yugoslav 
collaborators. 

Fred and Donald joined other American pilots at the improvised air­
field in the village of Pranjani from where they were flown back to 
Southern Italy by American transports landing behind t he German 
lines. Most of t hem were personally g reeted by General Mihailovich 
be f ore boarding their transports. 
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As the red tide engulfed Yugoslavia and the communist regime of Tito 
was installed by Soviet troops in Belgrade, the American liaison 
officer to General Michailovich, Colonel McDowell, offered the general 
the opportunity to leave Yugoslavia with the last American transport 
taking out American pilots in the early spring of 1945. Mihailovich 
preferred to remain with his people and share their fate. He was 
finally caught by communis t troops in the spring of 1946 and executed 

l and buried without a trace a ft er a Soviet style mock trial in 
I 

l Belgrade. American pilots saved by Mihailovich's men, then already 
safely back in the United States, offered to fly to Belgrade and be 
witnesses at the Mihailbvich trial. They were refused admittance to 
Yugoslavia , but made their depositions at a parallel trial held in 
New York by top American jurists. Mihailovich was declared by the 
American court not only not guilty of collaboration with the enemy, 
but also as the hero of the European resistance who was the first 
to raise the flag of freedom in Nazi occupied Europe while the Soviets 
and their Yugoslav agents were still in alliance with Nazi Germany. 

\

Fred and Donald have repaid their debt of gratitude to me personally 
by sponsoring my immigration to the United States where I was able 
to establish a family and join the American mainstream in making a 
good living. It would be a nice gesture if the American authorities 
would also allow the former American pilots rescued by General 
Mihailqvich and his fr~edom fighters to erect a monument in Washington 
to this first armed resistant in occupied Europe, who selflessly gave 
his life for the cause of freedom of his own people and their American 
allies. 

Arguments that erecting such a monument forty years after the end 
of WWII could only offend the Yugoslav communist gov ernment , whom 
the Western allies are trying to keep away from the Soviets, are 
not valid anymore . Yugoslavia today is heavily indebted to the West 
and their declining standard of living would be put fully in jeopardy 
if they were to break their economic tiei with the West. The 
Yugoslav government simply could not afford to do that and survive. 
Franco's Spain was able to make a transition forty years after the 
bloody Spanish civil war and become a democratic society. The 
Yugoslav people who were in their great majority allies of the West 
during WWII should be given finally the opportunity to choose a 
democratic type of government. 
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Certainly the American pilots who are citizens of this great country 
ought to be given the freedom to pay respect to their great friend 
to whom they owe their personal freedom in these troubled war years. 
A memorial to General Mihailovich in Washington to be erected with 

1 private contributions is the least that can be done for the First 
Armed Resistant in WWII in occupied Europe. 

/mp 

Respectfully yours 

/J~ /?~ 
J a t S. Peters 
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SERBIAN MOVEMENT FOR DEMOCRACY 

,}\ u 

Mr. Ronald Reagan 
The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D,C. 

Mr. President: 

P.O. Box 87461 
Chicago, Illinois 60680 xvi-

CC Copies to: 
Vice President Mr. George Bush, 
Secretary of State Mr. George Schultz 

September 8, 1984, Chicago, IL 

The Serbian Movement for Democracy, an organization in the Serbian political emigration from 
Yu!!oslavia. which uses all legal methods in fighting against communistic tyranny in Yugoslavia, 
gathered today for an annual meeting. We take on this occasion the opportunity to greet you, not 
only as the President of the richest and strongest nation in the world, but also as a unique world 
leader, who possesses the moral courage to tell the communistic leaders that communism is a false, 
empty, and deceitful ideological system. We the Serbian people from Yugoslavia, in the political 
emigration as well as almost 15 million Serbs living now under communistic tyranny, warmly con­
gratulate you for your attitude with respect to communistic systems in the world . 

However, it is well known today that the United States of America, with its enormous material 
help to Yugoslavia, in fact does not help the people at all, but rather aids a small ruling 
.:ommunistical group. In such a way the United States continues the tyranny over the Serbian people 
who fought in World Wars I and II, together with United States, for freedom and democracy. We are 
begging and asking you Mr. President that in giving material help to Yugoslavia that you impose 
the following condition: 

Under the Yalta agreement. the regime is obligated to permit legally organized political 
opposition parties. In tum this means that all political prisoners should be released. And then, under 
free elections, Yugoslavia should return once again to the democratic family of states. Hence, in 
giving any material help to Yugoslavia, the " conditio sine qua non" is to require from the 
Yugoslavian government the permission for legal opposition parties to act and work politically in 
the country , leading to free elections. These are necessary and sufficient conditions for any freedom ; 
otherwise you will continue tyranny further and further, but not forever. · 

Finally, Mr. President, on behalf of all the Serbian people in the political emigration and of those 
living under communist tyranny in Yugoslavia. we <!_~anally and to yollr 
Admi~-~?1-rnl iQO. to. pe.rgiit to raise up in Washingto!:!._,_p..c. t~ monument for gene cal Draza 
~Iihailovic. the first guerrilla leader a~scisms. racisms .. and..later:, communisms_in World War 
Iimd truly the best ally of th~J:!riited States. - -

With the most respect Mr. Fresident. we beg you to accept our highest estimate and consideration. 

In the name of the Serbian .Movement for Democracy, we remain: 

3711;~~ 
(Branislav M. Stanisic) Se<.:retary 



S/S 84 2 6 10 4 

SUBJECT: 

United States Department of State 

Washing ton, D. C. 2 052 0 

September 2 7, 19 8 4 1,1µP 

LED BfflClat USE ~ _. , 

c··· 
ME.MORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE ' ':· 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Appeals to the Administration to Raise 
up in Washington, D.C., t he Monument for 
General Draza Mihailovic 

· , , I 

At tached is a draft reply to a letter to t he President from 
Mr. Branislav M. Stanisic, Secretary of the Chicago-based 
Serbian Movement for Democrac y . 

The Department recommends that the subject of a monument to 
General Draza Mihailovic in Washington, D.C. not be referred to 
in the reply to Mr. St anisic. The issue involved is not 
approval for the monument, which requires no approval from the 
U.S. Government, but the longstanding interest of Serbian 
emigre groups in the United States in obtaining approval for 
the monument to be buil t on Federal land. The Execu t ive Branch 
has opposed this proposal for many years on the grounds that 
such approval would give precedence to Gen. Mihailovic's 
wartime role in rescuing u.i. airmen over the even more 
significant role of Marshal Tito and the Partisans in this 
respect. Such an act also would damage our bilateral relations 
with Yugoslavia. 

Attachment: as stated. 

~~~ Charles Hi 
Executive Sec etary 

Sf J~Atw; blMITED OFFICIAi. ti~ -

~, 

J 
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JOINT AMERICAN CROATIAN ORGANIZATIONS OF CLEVELAND 

280 East 270th Street, Euclid, Ohio 44132 
1-216-261-4622 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

In regard to the request made by Mr. Lester Kinsolving, a reporter 

I 
for Globe Enterprise, on behalf of securing permission from the U.S. 
Government for a plot of federal property on which to erect a monument 
honoring the late Serbian, Chetnik General - Draza Mihailovich - for his 
role in saving American airmen during the war, Americans of Croatian 
descent have previously registered their opposition to this on the several 
occasions that this has been tried by Mihailovich supporters in the past. 

1once and for all Americans of Croatian descent wish that it be known that 
/ General Mihailovich is unworthy of honor in this country or in any other 
1country, for that matter. 

Saving American airmen does not exonerate General Mihailovich from 
the horrendous war crimes that his Chetnik forces committed against the 
Croatian Catholic and Moslem civilian population on the territory of the 
Croatian state during World War II. Instead of fighting the so-called 
"fascist" enemy on Serbian soil, which objective historians now claim as 
being the safest place during the war years for the German army, General 
Mihailovich chose instead to do his fighting inside the frontiers of the 
Croatian state. The reason was obvious. In true byzantine fashion, and 
with the propaganda support of the Serbian royalist government in exile, 
he therefore was able to conduct his war in the ways that would benefit 
Serbian population numbers on coveted Croatian lands. 

Thus in order to lay postwar claim to Bosnia and other coveted parts 
of Croatia, including the southern Dalmatian coast, it was the aim of the 
Chetniks to kill as many Croatians as possible with the least possible 
loss to themselves, even if it meant cooperating with the so-called enemy 
occupiers whenever advantageous to them. This kind of cooperation was 
carried out with great relish in conjunction with Italian occupation forces 
along the coast, since Italy's coveting of the Croatian territory did not 
know any bounds either, and the two wound up as understanding bed partners. 
Also it was with even greater calculation that such killings took place 
against the defenseless civilian population in the Croatian hinterland, 
notably in Bosnia, where the Croatian Moslems were the chief victims of 

2 
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roving Chetnik bands and the Drina river turned red with the blood of 
many thousands of slain villagers, mostly the aged, women and children. 

It is no secret that in addition to the two occupying forces, Germans 
and Italians, on the Croatian state territory, the two domestic forces, 
Chetniks and Partisans, also were vying for postwar power; and in the 
process, it was the Croatian people who wound up as everybody's victims. 
What victims the Serbo-Chetniks missed during the war, the Serbian-led 
partisans more than made up for in the infamous massacres and death marches, 
euphemistically dubbed the Bleiburg Tragedy, which they perpetrated against 
the Croatian population after the war. 

The point, Mr. President, is not whether Americans will be honoring a 
man whose military forces had saved American pilots (so did the Croatian 
state authorities for that matter), but that we would wind up honoring a 
man whose forces were without any real honor or national scruples, openly 
slaughtering so many innocent defenseless Croatian vic~ims. These victims 
of the Chetniks are the very same ones which an agency of the U.S. Govern­
ment, namely the OSI, has been ascribing to the state of Croatia during the 
war and more specifically, Dr. Andrija Artukovic, who ironically had a repu­
tation within Croatia for saving lives . 

The bitter truth we face is that if a monument were to be erected for 
General Mihailovic, it would be tantamount to the White House bestowing a 
blessing on the war crimes of the Serbian Chetniks. It would also serve to 
exonerate former Chetnik lieutenants living in this country such as Momcilo 
Djuic, who committed some of the most beastly atrocities against Croatian 
civilians that could be imagined. Such people who are already laughing at 
the unbelievable gullibility of Americans will continue to laugh even harder 
if the monument being proposed by certain misled political and media leaders 
is ever erected. 

Sincerely, 

~eodo: ~-_.,,..,, t__, 

--~--- f" , 

'C 

'~ 
Ivan Coric 



ID# 327861 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 
INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: AUGUST 19, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MAJOR RICHARD L. FELMAN RET. 

SUBJECT: ENLCOSES YUGOSLAV PUBLICATION REFERS TO 
H.R. 77, THE MIHAILOVICH MEMORIAL 
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Mclean, Virginia 
DAVID I.J BISSON IEJIE 

Wauwatosa . Wisconsin 
MIKE McKOOL 

Dallas . Texas 
LT. COL. JOHN E. SC RO GGS• 

Kansas City. Missouri 

Secretary 
oLT. CO L. MILTON E. FRIEND• 

Mclean. Virginia 

Treasurer 
ANTHONY J. ORSINI 

Elizabeth. New Jersey 

JAMES E. BECKER 
Yuma, Anzona 

GUS T. BROWN 
Luling, Texas 

LT. COL. JOSEPH BUCHLER• 
Livermore . California 

ANTHONY J. BUCKNER 
Johnstown. New Yori< 

LT. COL. WILLIAM K. CALLAM 
Ormond . Beach , Florida 

DONALD CLARK 
Tonawanda. New York 

CURTIS DILES . JA. 
Dayton. Ohio 

ROBERT EAGAN 
Oak Lawn. Illinois 

ROBERT 0. FULKS• 
Rushville. Illinois 

Will HAY DEN GRIFFIN 
Dallas. Texas 

STEPHEN J. HANICH 
Hamsburg, Pennsylvania 

LT. COL. GERHARD A. HEINICKE 
Seward. Nebraska 

LT. COL. ARTHUR HOOOECHECK. JA.• 
St. Pettersburg. Florida 

GEORGE HURO. JR. 
Forlh Worth , Texas 

RICHARD HOBBY 
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LT. COL. JAMES M. INKS• 
llano. Texas 

NEAL S. JAHOSKY 
Milwaukee . Wisconsin 

EDWARD KUTCH 
Lawrenceville, New Jersey 

PAUL F. MATO 
Butler , Pennsylvania 

A. MATULIC 
Jersey City. New Jersey 

LT. COL. T. K. OLIVER• 
Rapid City . S. Dakota 

LT. COL. DAVI D OSB ORN E 
La Mesa. Calilornia 

LELAND PORTER 
Lexington . Kentucky 

THOMAS E. SAINSBURY 
Pawcatuck . Connecticut 

RICHARD S. SHEEHY 
Washington Island. Wisconsin 

LT. COL. WILLIAM A. SMITH 
Stuart . Florida 

HAL SOUTER 
Hopkins, Minnesota 

RICHARD STILLMAN 
Forl Wayne. Indiana 

MAJ . MERRILL L. WALKER• 
Long Beach . California 

W/ 0 CAAL J. WALPUSK 
Coraopolis, Pennsylvania 

ROBERT I. WILSON 
Peona , Illinois 

NORMAN L. REIO IACAFJ 
Calgary. Canada 

THOMAS A. BRADSHAW IRCAFJt 
Edmonton. Canada 

Personnel mvolved ,n alf 
crew rescue operation 

COL. ROBERT H. McDOWELL• 
Clearwater. Flonda 

MIKE OEVJAK 
Gary, Indiana 

ARTHUR JIBILIAN 
Tiffin, Ohio 

CA PT. NICK LALICH• 
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CAPT. JOHN MILOOAAGOVICH• 
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"USAF Retired 
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14th August, 1985 ~ ~ .~-

National Committee of American Airmen 
Rescued by General Mihailovich, Inc. 

P.O. BOX 17478 , TUCSON, ARIZONA 85731 (6021 885 -7005 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The attached Yugoslav 
Mihailovich Memorial ; 
information. 

publication refers to H.R.77 - The 
and is being forwarded to you for your 

This news story invokes the name of "President Reagan" in gloat­
ing over how the communist government of Yugoslavia teamed 
up with the US Department of State to defeat the patriotic 
desires of the National American Legion and over 500 of its 
rescued MIAs. To my knowledge, this propaganda victory over 
American combat veterans is being heralded in news media in 
this country and abroad. 

Permit me a most relevant quote: 
"I WISH IT CDULD BE SAID THAT THIS GREAT HERO WAS THE LAST VICTIM OF 
CONFUSED AND SENSELESS POLICIES OF WESTERN GOVERNMENTS IN DEALING WITH 
COMMUNISM •.•. THUS THE FATE OF GENERAL MIHAILOVICH IS NOT SIMPLY OF HIS­
TORIC SIGNIFICANCE--IT TEACHES US SOMEI'HING 'TODAY, AS WELL. NO WESTERN 
NATION, INCLUDING THE UNITED STATES, CAN HOPE 'IO WIN ITS OWN BATI'LE 
FOR FREEOOM AND SURVIVAL BY SACRIFICING BRAVE COMRADES 'IO THE POLITICS 
OF INTERNATIONAL EXPEDIENCY .•. " 
••.•••. Ronald Reagan, September 8, 1979. 

This is indeed a very sad day for those of us who proudly 
served in the uniform of our country. 

Respectfully submitted, / ~ :i:t1~man 
Major USAF, 
President 

( Ret. ) 
Attachments: 

H.R. 77 
"Illustrated Politics", Yugoslavia, July 2, 
Ronald Reagan Letter, September 8, 1979 
Resolution, American Legion, October 4, 1978 

Information Copies: 

1985 

The Honorable George P. Shultz, Department of State 
National Legislative Commission, The American Legion 

A panial list ol those who have supported General Draza Mihailovich over the last 40 years includes: Presidents Harry S. Truman. Dwight D. Eisenhower. Richard M. Nixon & Ronald Reagan . The United Slates 
Senate. hundreds ol U.S. Congressman. Secrelary ol lhe Air Force Thomas C. Reed. lhe Department ol the Interior. The National Capital Memorial Advisory Commit lee. U.S. Ambassador to Yugoslavia Laurence 
Silberman. House Committee Chairman on Foreign Al/airs Clement J. Zablocki. U.S. Commission ol Inquiry. The Arizona State Senate . Alaska Governor Ernest Gruening. Kansas Governor All M. Landon. Kentucky 
Governor Simeon Willis. Indiana Governor Robert D. Orr. Massachusetts Governor Edward J. King. Nebraska Governor Dwight Griswold. Texas Governor Coke Stevenson. Bishops Fermillian. lrrnay & Manning. Alice 
Roosevelt Longworth. Gene Tunney. John Wayne. The American Legion . Polish War Velerans. Countless Local Veterans Organizations. The Heritage Foundation. Coalition lor Amencan . The New York Times. 
Washington Post . The Toronto Sun. Washington Times. Chnstian Science Monitor. etc . Special Mention: The Honorable Edward J. Derivinski and Histonan David Martin 



99TH CONGRESS 
}ST SESSION H.R. 77 

To authorize the National Committee of American Ainncn Rescued by General 
llihailo\'ich Lo establish a monument Lo General Draza Mihailovich in Wash­
ington, District of Columbia, or its environs , in recognition of the role he 
played in saving the lives of more than five hundred United States airmen in 
Yugoslavia during World War II. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JANUAB)" 3, )985 

Mr. CBA!',E introduced the following bill ; which was referred to the Committee 
on House Administration 

A BILL 
To authorize the National Committee of American Airmen Res­

cued by General Mihailovich to establish a monument to 

General Draza MihailoYich in Washington, District of Co­

lumbia, or its em-irons, in recognition of the role he played 

in saYing the liYes of more than fi\'e hundred United States 

airmen in Yugosla,-ia during World War II. 

Be it enacted by the Senate . and House of Representa­

tives of the United States of America in Congress as_Jembled, 

That the National Committee of American Airmen Rescued 

by General Mihailovich is authorized to establish a monument 

on public grounds in the District of Columbia or its environs 

to honor and recognize General Draza Mihailovich for the 

role he played in sa\ring the lives of more than five hundred 

United States airmen in Yugoslavia during World War II . 

SEC. 2. (a) The Secretary of the Interior, in consultation 

with the National Committee of American Airi:nen Rescued 

by General Mihailovich, shall select with ~he approva1 of the 

';ommission of Fine Arts and the National Capital Planning 

Com:mission a suitable site on grounds owned by the Federal 

Government" in the District of Columbia or its em·irons for 

establishment of the monument referred to in the first section 
• 

of this Act. 

(b) The National Committee of American Airmen Res­

cued by General Mihailo,ich shall be responsi~le for the de­

,•elopment of such monument's design and plans, which shall 

be subject to the approval of the Secr_etary of the Interior , 

the Commission of Fine Arts , and the National Capital Plan­

ning Commission. If the Secretar,v of the Interior, the Com­

mission of Fine Arts, or the National Capital Planning Com­

mission fails to approve or make specific objection to such 

design and plans within ninety days of submission, his or its 

approval shall be deemed to be given. 

(c) Neither the United States nor the District of Colum­

bia shall bear any expense in the establishment of the monu­

ment other than expenses incurred in the process of site .se­

lection and approval of design and plans. 

SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Interior shall permit 

ground breaking for construction of the monument only after 

he determines that sufficient funds are a,·ailable to complete 

the monument in accordance with the approved design and 

plans. 

SEc. 4. The authority conferred by this Act shall lapse 

unless the construction of the monument begins within two 

years after the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 5. The maintenance and care of the monument 

established under this Act shall be the responsibility of the 

National Committee of American Airmen Rescued by Gener­

al ~Iihailovich. 

0 
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KO 'fl CAA DOAHJKE CDOMEHHK APAJKH MH 

lm 
3 BatUIUlrroua je Ht',ll!lBJ-10 TO KCTOplf,jcKa KCTKJ-la K AB JIM -rpe-

CTKr.lla KpaTltB Bfe.HJ.VfJCJta Oa 0,ll,BTH no--rnCT JbYAH,.tO KOjK Tt) 

seer: .Ha uohaunwj KOHcpe- 3&CJiyJKyjy . 3aTO he MKILKCTapcTllo, 
pelif.lHJK 3Q WT8MIJ)', HOIU<HBP He- BKO npoqeHK AB he liKCTa ,llpallte 
n03HBTe K nepKOAK'lHe ny!iJIHlt~lje MHXaKJJOBHha HBJhyT}ITH Jyrocno-
.. BllllUlHrroH reJ4" nocrasHo Je oeHcKY BJIRAY,. caBeToBa'l'H 4B ce o-
npe11ceAH>ucy PoHWIIIY Perotty DH- Ha, He DOAKJ«e , 
Tnu.e O llOAK3BlbY cnoMeHHl[B ,llpa- YBOAffH"iap ce 3aJl•aJKe AR .KO, 
lKK MKXQHJIOBHhy y rll'llBHOM rp11,11y HB"iHO Tpe6a llJ»t3HBTK HBJJJ IIYT 

. CJe;vtH>elOll< AMepK"iltKX ,llp:11taaa.· npewa "iOBeKy KOJH Je, 38 BpeM<! 
H3 BecrK C83Haje110 4a Je npe,q- 4pyror CBe-n:1tor para, cnacao _011 

APUta MaxlULllouJI DOC.lie lUUIIDl:.a 

AMepN'IHa ana411 
ce DPOTNBN npe411ory 

H8K9'1 CBO)NX 
DNROTD · 411 ce 

HO TRJ CA4 DOCTGBN 
CDOMeH-otieneHIJe 

3DO'INHQJ HOJN le cae 
apeMe APJror 
~•eTcKor pma 
tiNO HD CTPOHN 

HDIIHCTO. nocne4111N1 -
MeceQN, MelYTNM, 

. DOHOBO ce 

3' 

PICIIJIQCDBG 
HDMDOIIID 

38 OBJ OHQNJJ 

/LluSTi..Al€D 
P118L\<::L.-'~ ,~ 

ce,11HHK PeraH H30erao 011roaop: · HllllkCTB HHWTB MIUbe Hero 51~ 
.- Q TOMe HHWTa He. 3HDM, B.~H npKnB)IHHKB aMepK"iltHX BB3AYXO• 

hy ce pacnKTaTK - pe1tao Je HOBK• MOBHHX Cffara•. 0 APYntM ,llpa:am-
Hapy · .BBJJJKHrroa rej4a•. HKM .3BCJtyraMa" HK pe-111. Ca CTpa-

Hes:omu:o ,1111Ha npe Tora, Ha u~a . Baunnll'TOH rajMCa" 'DlTB041f 
ltOHq>ep~JH 38 wrawny y · CTejT CB3HBjy ltBKO Je MHXBKJJOBHhR 
)leIJBP™eHTY, HOBHHap .,BBlllltHrrOH. ,,-np0,11ao• 3IUleHHK 6pKTIIHCKe oOa-
Tajiren" 'je nOCTallHO CJIK"iHO nKT/l• •. ·eeurrajHe CJll)')K0e y KBKPY l,leNIC 
u.e. Ilpe,IICTBBID!I: 3& WTaMny Bep- .ICJJ)'.l'llleH, KOJH Je, lfHB'te, l!HO .co-
HBPII Keno Je peuo ,11a .,0 TOMe Y sJeTCKK areHT H llnH3Rlt CRPOAllKlt 
CTejT 11enapnce'HT)' llOCTOjK <i>oPMY- . WltMjyuca:or KajCTOpa CZ>HJtl!KJa". 0-
nKCBK c-raJI H AB C9 HOBHHap MOllCe HK cy, HaBOAHO, crq>e'IHJIH ,118 ca-
ca H,KM YII03HBTK", Dt!3HK'llt0 opy,gje AOl)e 40 ,Upa.Jl[e, 

HHn"ie, Taj CT"- rnaCK: . AMepK"i• no Je OTKWJIO TltTY .,KOJK Je 
lta BnB,118 PB3)'Me ll<eJhe aaKJDTK"iD• , yl!KO MKXBKJJOBllha ~ ~ 
pa 1t0Ju xohe 11a no11uruy cnoice1t1nc 3a KonaOopaf.lJ,ljy", 
./lp&JKK MHXIIHJIOBHhy Jep · KX Je OH HAeJa ,118 ce )' c~ 00,IIKMU! CIJO• 
cnncao y APYl'OM CBeTCKOM .. pary. MeH•Oriene:arje ,ll,pBJKH Ml!XAHJIOBKhY 
Mel)Y™M, Kao WTO Je 6Ho CJI)"laj H HKje HOBB. 3BBHH"iHO je o6e.nOAB• 
y HeltOJIHJ<O npeTXOAJUO( B,IIMHIUI- lbeHB JBHyapa ose l'041We, 
crpawcJa, ol!asecn!JIH oco Kourpec W 
,118 CMO IJJ)OTKB llOAH3BlbB TRJ<BOr o- T8 nMW8 
OenelllCja ua Tny cpe4epanue repHTO- MMJIOW LlenoeMli? 
puje. H1toco l1J)OTHJI o,11roeapajyher 
ltpH3HaBBlbB ynore Jyl'OCJIOBeHC~'ll' Ilo3HBTK AecHK"iBPCltH KOlirpe<:MeH 
nOKpeT'B OTllOpa (lllHcnH ce Ha no- <l>KJ111D M. KpeJH, IO 12, H36opaor 
EpeT omopa y npoWllON pary), BJIII Oltpyra APlKBBe HJIHHOKC, Yll)'THO Je 
He KOlKe>oiO llOAPlltBTII TBKBB ol5.ru{lt aMepK"iKOM KpHrpecy HB1W'f 381tOHII 
npK3HBBBH>a xoJH no,11pa:J)'Mesa ,11a­
eatLe Hawe no,11pw1te JeAHoJ, a . 
HCIUh)"UtBBtbe AP)'re CTpalle ... • 

,.BBIIDmrroH TajMC" Je 0,IIMBX pea- ' 
roeao )'BO)IHHltOII .HCTHHa O .UpaJtCK 
MHxaKJJosHhy". Ceo rnacKJio B.Me­
PK"iK.ltx KOH3epll8TIIBIDIX c11ara ce Y 
TOM HnrlHcy 38Jl8Jl[e 3& no,IIK38H.e 
cnowemrxa. 

Y 11poTt!KJl>IM Jle<:ef.lllMS noje,llKIIII 
l:OH3epeaTJIBQH, HelUI 'IQK K H3 pe­
,118 ltOHrpecMeHn, OlltKBeJIK cy 3BX­
Tee ,Ila ce ,UpaJKU MKXBHJIOBlthy 

-no,111trHe cnoweHKa: .y 3HaK 3axna..'t• 
HOCTK" WTO Je 38 llpeMe ,11pyror 
csen:Kor pa-ra, HBBOAHO, cuacao 
rpyny ·11MepK"i1D1X DKJ10Ta. 

,.BBWHJ-lrrOfl TajMc" y CBOM )'BOA-
HHK)'' IIO!>e,11 09'8J'Or, HCTH'le AB .,ca 
3BKltlllu.eu.eM ·0,11 "ieTpACCeT l'O,IIHHB 
HCTKHa O ,IIpaJIOI MKXBHJIOBHhy, jy­
l'OCJIOBeHCKOM DBTPHOTK H xepojy 
APYTOr CBeTl:l[Of para, 'K3JIB3H Ha 
llOIIPWHH)'. lberoea 0HCTB MOlKe "iBK 
0KTK DO,IIHnl)'Ta H )' BBJJJKHl'TOHy, 
urro MOllte Y:JHeuHPHTH CreJT ,11e­
napTMeHT, 11:0JH .oner BHWe BOJIH AB 
OCTIIHe ltp».11:JIOlbeH ltJleJleTBMa a:oje 
¢a6pffltYJY coaJen:JtK BreHTH H a­
HOM Ha 'ieNy H All.1W! HHCHCTHpa 
Jyrocnoseucxa sn11,11a•. · 

nlfCT Jaw ,110,11aje ,11a ,.CreJr 4e­
naPTMeuT He OpHHe ~ TOiie wra J~ 

f'ot. I /IC S 

U\~C.~ ~ I A..l) \ A 

,, 
/S-5V6- ffe/31/ 

X . P. 77 y KoJeM Tpa>K.H .:10300.,y Jld 
ce Muxa HJ10DHhy no,Q,J.tnle CllOMeHUI( 

y BBlll111trt011y H Jax-resa .11a ce Ja 

TO OBJJaCTH rnamos o,11Ciop a"epu'I• 
KHX aa1<jar11~apa Koje cnacasa re­
uepM MKXBIIJIOBHh. 

Iloce6110 Je 3BHHlldlLHDO KpejttOBO 
nHCMO 1t0Je Je ynyTHO CBOJK>< KGTO• 
MJ<llJJbe111nna1a .:t Konrpecy .• J a caw 
npe)IJIOJICHO X. P. 77, 38.J<OK KOj It.\! 
ce TPBllOI AOnyH,el:l,C, 6apeJI /,leJlll• 
11.K"iHO, JeAHe OA HBjeehHx KCTO• 
pKJC!tKX HenpaB,IIK Apyror ClleTCltOr 
paTa - Ja 1:ojy awepK"iKO K Opu­
raucKa BJJB,lla cHoce JeA11axy 011ro­
eopuOCT. Kao je,ZlaH 011 HCTBKHYTHX 
jyrocnoseucKHX l!opalla 3a CJiol!ollY, 
re11epaJ1 Apll>K.8 MKXIIKJIOBKh Je K­
rpno BHJIHY· ynory y nol)elby cnor 
Hapo,11a ·'/ ornopy nporne ueMa•11t:c 
OKyDBl.lKJe J<Oja Je nO"iCJlB anpHJta 
1941. 11aKO Je MKXBKJIOBHll l'OTODO 
11Be TO)IKHe OHO CMBTpllH BeJIHKII>< 
xepoJea& "iKTaeor eeponcKor noKper~ 
ornopa, 'lep•111n ra Je KJHeHBAB Ha• 
nyCTKO ynp1oc orpa,llllMB CA.D,." 

Onaj KourpecMeu Jow AO,llaje Kn­
KO cy ,UpallUUIK "i=K cnnCBBaJllf 
a1o1epK"iKe,, IDUIOTC HJ ol!opeHKX asv.­
OHB K OTYAa lbKXOOO lKeJbB ,118 MY 
ce oAY)l(e. . 

C BpeMeua HQ BpeMe y CA.D, ce 
pacn.a11Mca KQJdIIaJhB Ja oey a~y 
1<0Jy cy 0)18BHO no1tpeffYJ1K 'IJIBHOBH 
..Hal.lKOHBJIIIOr 011,0opa 8"ep<NKHX 
as11jaTH'lapa" . YAPYlKeH>e, KBa'le, 
H)Ul eeoxa llaJIK 6poj "iJIBHOB8. 

,UoOpK ll03HaB801UI npKJtHKB Mel)y 
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JyrOGIIOBeJDU&a Y CA,11. 3Hajy All 11• 
AeJa O UOAJO&H,Y COOII ... HJIB K11A 

. IIYHY UOAPWKY · •Dpo'ieTHK'l&Or 
· -Cpru:Ko HaPQA!lor cue:Ja" ea 'Ill•. 

Jl!M ce -.e.ny IUUl8311 6oO CToYH -
pol)eHK P&,lle CTOJaHOBldl • . 

Ha CTOJaBoaKheay llollJ)eC)' Je ue- . 
ABBIIO c:ntr.110 IIXCND MH.Dowa 'le­
.!ID&llha, oOyhapa, DDPC!MOIII K3 6a'i• 
Kor C,!J!Q HIIAWba, KHrte BHWe D.ll 
60 l'OA)OI& 'l.lllRI& ~r HIIJIOA• 
Hor caae3a•. · · 

I 'ieADBldl 3&11e.pa CBON n~=-1 1uucy y mm:6ypcy WTD IO!je HH11JTa 

I 
ll;P~Y300 .ll& CC ocyijeTM ~- D 110• ' 

• AH311HoY cnowemu:a Jep "~ 
H&J)O.IIHH Cltlle3" npe.i!.CTaB.lb8 IUljM&-

1
1 COBHHJy opr~ ~ - y Nii ... 

pH$. . . 
.Hawa CJPl'IIIOO~a 01 MlClKO• 

~ 
p>Wlhyje :ia He,JIOCTOJ&.1 H ~e 
Cl!pxe" - mmie ~uoaldl CTO)'l!IY 
- ,.xoJe Haw. Rapo,jl ~e ~~ 

~ npe.Jl .qJl!eyPIUO( llllS>QIIOI& •••• 
I , OaaJ fteUIAIIWH,JI Ba•-11 
, ourrpa .11.a lh< ·Croyu {CroJRHDIMl:h) 
I MOpQD HemTO .118 npe.iey:n1e KIIKO a! 
~ He IIH cpaMDTKO IIJ)Clll - IJPIC• 
f • jaTe.<bHlla. • · 
r · - Hama Opra.lDl381VQ& ~e CIIO-
: J;ma ~e "iJIRHOBa, Jldl op-
'! r~Ja CIIKX 11tae '1.11811108& Y· 
, CHC - IXJA'Clel1a 'ieaDBMh. - llpe 
• aeltD.llKXo xec~ CH 1)pl'8HMl3Dll■O 
f- ll3JleT 38 ·"IJIIIHOIBe CHC UAa ey no- . 
f c:encat Meet'& 3/ID"l>CK&'IDOt K 
, 3Bel)Cllll,X .11e.na ycTallla. .lle.iia 1t0Ja 

cy ocpal,roTM.Jla u.eo lCpll8T0IQC Hapcl.ll, 
lie -caXD y XJm&TDIWJ, aeh y 11UOM 

'~~: :l}~1-:-~~t~f..Z:1.:i·, -t ! '~--··•l~):. 
·,-Ja17 ..... 
--·l'­~- ~ -~ :ca-.-i•I 

,,~-:} '.,:: ~:~,!:~!\.'~.:•~::I'•~ 

c:aeey . . MK y All~ . Ol~K . 

cpehHH H CJIOJl<JHO e&p~HBIUJ>< ca 
CIIHX C..UDDelUDUI y CA,11. y . 6c{IOH 

opanca HenpaDAe 11t0Ja Je 311 epe,Ne 
IU)y,ror cJJeTC11:or paTa 'IKHoeff.8 · Jy• . 
J'OCJl8DH)H . nourro ·.ai BO]IHO rpyny 
·Aa BH",lle rpu6oae )'CTllWIUtX 3JID.:1e.na 
y J acellOIBUY, Cll,IUI 6M 'JU)e6a.no ]Ill 
noae.i1ew n;y.11e .11a BH,!le urro J-.! y•· 
'lY.\llHO II ' 1'110\) IJilltj&TeJJ, non Mo11° 
,'OUo '11,yldl - y ce.ua faTe H O>osw 
y .ll&Jlll~JK. Taj ra. HQl)O,A TIIMD 
yP&ll(H t1e ]la ra .Ila THTY, aeh .11a MY 
()II cy;,.M_ :pa .3.IIINKHe .&oje Je TaMD 
no•AtHHD ••• 

'le.noaKh rutCMO · 3~1111a nopy-
1t011: .,Ero, l!paTe Croyae, IIYAH · MM 
jyHa&, Cp(lltH, K ,ll,(lllplllle>CU ' KWlTD 
,t1o6po C11DJ&e H8PQAY, .11.a Te -~ . A•)"C'O 

· c:ehBKO,. ,• 
He 3Hlill0 .11.a 11M Je Cro)OHDBKh 

• '0,11roBOP1tO 'le.nosuhy, IIJU1 Je CHrYP· 
HD .11a ra u.erooo mtcllllo 11Hje -oro 
)'36y;tKJ10 - K He IIHCJIH 11111 ce cy-
11,pon:r- lfAoJK o nQAK3alby 0110-
11eHHKa. lba ,.CJ,ncltor Jtap(+l.f!Or . · 
CaBe-:ul", TO ce .Jlo0po 3HQ, CTDll( IUXl 
Mollol'IKJlo '11,YJth, 3anD""'.llJIHX 03.110- . 
rnaweHe "leT.KM'l'K·<! A-BpCJ<e ,D,HBH• • 
SHje, 'iH)H cy .. BOJ~" OCT&JIK 38• 
nudlEIDl '/ .ll&Jllll~K M CCO lCHH• 
KL . I 

Pearoaatb8 · .,3aj&AHM'lapa"· 

~ 
Hr. hrnard M. Luketich 
Mational Pre•ident 
Croa~ian Fraternal Union 

of ,._.rica 
100 Delan•y Driv~ 
PHt ■~rgh, , Pa •. 15235 

Dear Mr. Luketich, 

. l 11i1t·,I ~,.11•,- u.-,-..nnh·pl or ·""'••h· 

,,,~,J.111,:,,,11. 11.t :. ~Jf}jt(J 

l 'cLru.iry 19, J 985, 

Preaident Reag&n haa ••k•d ae to reply to your lett•r of 
February 5, 1985, which concern• legialation introduced in ·the 
U.S. Congr••• to authorii• conatruction of Fed~ral GoYernaent 
property of a ■onu■ent to General Ot'a&a Mih•ilov,ch. We 
underetond t~•t thil legi•l•tion. H.R. 77, h•• been introd :.ced 
in th~ Hou•e ot Repreeentetivee and referrN to tM co-ittee 
on , Hou•• ~d■inietration. · 

"n\e Ad■ iniatretion hae i~fora•d the Conqr eHo th•t, •• in 
the paet, it oppo••• adoption of thil te'gi ■ l•tion . We 
under ■ tand lh~ de■ ire . of A.aerican aervice■en to '"'("'ogni&e 
reecuc operation• c•rried out in Yugo■lavia dur,nq the Second 
Norld Nar and r.ecogni&• their right to build a aonuaent in 
recognition of tho•• •••nte, It 1• clear, however, that the 
wartiae ,rola of General Hihailovlch and hi• follow•r• reeaina a 

' aubject of great hl•torical controveray, and that the nuaber of 
air■en they reacued repreeented only a e■all . ~rt of the tot•l 
eaved by the Yu901lav reei ■ tance •••whole . A• a r~1ult, we 

· ~ppo•• erection of a aonuaent on Pederal land to Cen•t•l 
Hihailovich or any other re■ l ■tance l•~der. 

Sl~erely; C ,<) • 1" . 
fuM~ c. ~, J'·· · 
Richard£. Coaba, Jr. 
Director 
Off ice of· Eaat European 

and Yugoalav Affair• 

He&OJIJIIW HeAeJl>B IlOCJle no.iiuo- · . . 
welba npeJIJIO'l'a 3atwHa x. P. 77, .U.C.O Y &0Je11 ce use_.-. .ce U&¥ CA.A apcmga ~y e11011auata. 

pearoaao Je .,3aJe.llHll'l&Jl" - JIHCT . · 
XpsaTC&e 6paTCJte 38'j~e Y A· : KoHrpecy DJ)e.ACTaBJbB "~Htcy · y- , cnacJIH 'LllQHPBK noJq>eTa OTnOpa y 
)I~, i1t0Ja nocrojH 'Belt 91 ro.D.H- spe,;iy CBDXOII aMepH!'UOII aojHHIC)' Jyrccna.BHjK. 36cr TDl'II OJl"OHjo'-"O K 
Ir/, a Ooll oxo 100.000 'tJIBHOBa J!XB JWJK Je Ouo y ~y~ c:aer.cgOM pa- He IJPMXBllTIUIO Do,;u138lbe c.10.lrelDt· 
- . 20.000 Cp6a H BKWe XIIJLll,l>,B TY, C'lq)Hll:JIK ltlletla OW1X KOJK er. u ••• • . 
.:1,17Yl"HX Hap0.:IQ K H8p0,llHDCTH K3 OOJIOJKMJIH c:soj :s.KBOT lii>aHebH OB)' l1C'J'H<He PB.:111 JWpn ce pehH .Ila Je 
Jyroc.naaHje. To Je otta opr8HH381.\tl• · ~- nope;11 c= 518 ru<.soTa wTo c:y ce 
Ja goJa Je 10. JyJla 1941. ocyAKJJa 3a1t.11,y-.11K Je "3aJeAHH'lapa" .11.a KB.Jro ce TSJ>,D;H y a>ee,J>wi1ou1 KOH: 
TltltD3BIIIHlY He3a.BHCffY Jlp:1Kasy Xp- ""e:11a ·11ec-ra 38 pBTIHDr 3JID'rHHl.lB K _ 3epBaTHaHKM K3BC'pJ,OtB, np11·Hy,111Ho 
BaTCKY JtaD "seurr,ragy, HeHaix>,AHY 'ycJl~r• CllBe3W<l<a BatllKHTl'OHY, cnynliJUI Jta TeplnDPi<.IY KOj!Y cy · 

. TBDpemat'Y" 11 0A np~Klta Py- y IJJaaHOII rpa.11y oee Hawe se.mxe .DIPJKDJJH 'leTIUUlH y TOK)' .11rr ,"l'OT 
:,senTa -rpl.lltlolJla A• HHltl'XO He 3Cl1Jb~. - , CJe,JU<JbeHe · Allolep,rue ce_eTC'i<Cr pan, na.uo Jow 2.350 AAM!a 

·nplOHa naDeJJJdla. .llPlfCa&e H Jl4>aJKa MlfJUIHJloBHh He- pHl<WIIUIO. ff>Hx cy cnaCJU1 napn1-. 
Y upllOlil pearosaa,y .3aJeJl1HH• Majy HHWTa 3aje]111H'l1Cor. BHo 6H 3BliH KJIH 'llpHnll,ll'HlfUH H C}U(IJ8TH• 

'lllP" oOJ aBJb)"Je arBopei!D OH.CKD TO lie CB.)10 llt8JIDCTB:H ]1811 38 A.Me- 3epH HBPD.llUOCC.llQOOAHJIB'iKOT illO-
CBKX Ce'IIOTOpKII& Y allepH'lKOII pmcy, seh 1l BeulliltB )l'Bpe,118" . . IQ)ETB. 0 TDMe c~ y .. ru.tej)K'iKOJ 
KOIHJl)ecy, 011.JHB~:ybH IIX All ocyue- llCTOBpeN!!H(), EepM•ap.11 ~ WT8M'DH l'OTCBO H He ro.aopH. A y-
Te Kpe,juos w11111. · npe.11ce,vi.HJC · XPBaTCJ<e 6.par..&e 38• npano ro Je .no!l&Ta1t H3 a»epll"IIICHX 

• . "Oso HM,je npBK tliYT" - ruuue J~e YJ:lYTHD J-.! H lllHCIID DPQI\-_.., · .. HJBOpa, KOJH Je H -re l<&'KO 6HO AD• 
Jll!CI' - ..;IQ . ax~a BJJ~a ll&CTO- Ce.D,HHll(Y PoHB.lli!O' Peraey. . CT)'l18-H tiOBJl!H&pKHa y CA,IJ.. 
JK AB ~Htue CDDllEllOtJI: 09011 o- Y J!Me l'J1le.il0e,llilOlXB CA.It, Jl~e- .,~, 8 a" 
3.~0r.aameuOM RIUIHCTK'Wt011 CBPIIA· ·• THhy Je o.11rosop.110 PH'iBPA .Kollflc, IlOCJie peBll'OBaJWI ........ eJnll{'I p 
KHXi)' IWJH Je o.iu:vaapao 38 CMPT A~ 0.Jle./Joell,Q 311 HCTC"IIWe• H ,}C:pBBTClte 6.parcxe 30Je,IIHHllc!, 

. l!CXOJll{XD XKJba.A& XpsaTa, Cpia;· ll!)()IWKe 3exn,e H Jy,rDC.11aeajy. 011 Jq>ajeM oae rD,D;HHe, 'iMHHJIO O<! All 
. Myc.nKXasa y .IW)"l'tll& CBeTCltON :pa- ra o(5811ew-rua AB Je ~e.lb<>lbe he H-neJa o no.:uua!i.y cn011e.Hur..-
··- TY• M!:-1 nOCTIIBJbBMO rutT&H,e 38ml'O · ~e GOIIB~JIO Kct1- cnJIIIOliY"fH. Ha lltaJIDCT. JleJ10CpE:JIHD 

!hi . KoHTP~ CA,11. 011.ao llJ)lf.3lll&H.e r;,ec ·A& ce ·11 osora ll'/TI Jt&O M Hll.ltOH noce-re 0~ ClolB 
'IOBeXy ,roJH ce paMe Y3 p&e Ooi>KO .. · .llOCQ.Jl, o.11&1Ja . .ll,03BOJl8 38 JQllaeaH,e M11n,1te n.n.awmu .M1e;:ntt1K CT;>OCTK · 
ca HIUUtCTH'llltO)( BOjCKOII nponm • O.Jlo{lipeH,8 38 n0/I.KIB·Hie 01011eHHltQ cy ce DOHOBO nOicpelfYJl-.! - KOICJel)-
Allep11xe H H.elllO: caae:JIGHta. 3a- . ,ltpBJKH MKx11HJ1omdly". . Y nopel)ea.y ca 6pojeiw OIOIX r;c,je cy 
WTO ce, OUl!T, HBCTOJK AB ce HIIKOH_" .. . ' Keadle . low AOAaJe iltQJtO Je ,.ca- .. BBTHBllC Cll&re, Y3 naMo11 'ie'W'lt'lKC 
'ie'l'JlAeceT l'O.llJala c,por.aaas xepo- · CBKIIIII ~aCHO 11.a je ynora re11epa;u1 eJ<M.poUH'Je, lite.lie IJOWTD-flOTO .:l• • 
Jell&. 3BWTO y&e!IK'lasaTH· 'iOBeKa MKXIIHJIDBHha K H.el'OWtDI: CJl,AAOe• . MHX&UJJDB!d\a ~pc-raJy· Y Cl1)0j c. 

. corll Je Hael'OIB ll~ . 00)".IIKQ Hll imxa y Jl.ro'l'OM C8eTCIKO!it j)l!T)' M• 111tepH'lltKII xepaJKMa KO_?t CQ ce y 
. · .c:MpT?" . . · · . . CT0pKj0JUI Jow 111SA~O.lbHD j&CHB H .a;pyrDN CBCTC'ltOM P8TY 0:;pl!JUf IlPO• · 

• JlHC'J' X,paa'llCKe .OpaTCKe .,adeAHK• · ' XOIITpOBeP3Ha, Te ',Ila Je !lpoj tlHJIOTII TKB qJIIWJl31CQ - ~O)le je, IUUI~-· 
1.1e yncr.JOpasa AB aeh Cll'll8 'lKlbft{II• 1t0Je cy OHM cnaCJJK CQJID 11a.;rn ]leo .llpaaa B,!JlHO CJl)'3.KO. . 
~ .11~ _ce o C11011etn1Xy rosop11 y ·. · y nopel)elby ~a l!p0Je11 DHIOC KO~ er P,'AIIMJ Koaa"ICUJl 
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RONAID REAGAN 

Mr. Michae1 Radenkovich 
Vice President 

September 8, 1979 

California Citizens' Committee to 
Commemorate General Draja Mihailovich 

P. o. Box 1617 
Santa Monica, California 90409 

Dear Mr. Radenkovich: 

Please convey to the California Citizen's Committee to 
Commemorate General Draja Mihailovich my sincere appreciation 
for their kind invitation to attend tonight's dinner to 
commemorate General Mihailovich. Unfortunately, prior · 
commitments prevent me from being with you. 

I believe that the spirit in which you have gathered here to 
honor the memory of General Mihai+ovich, the faithful allied 
commander and the first anti-Nazi leader in Europe, is shared 
by the great majority of Americans. 

The ultimate tragedy of Oraja Mihailovich cannot erase the 
memory of his heroic and often lonely struggle against the twin 
tyrannies that afflicted his people, Nazism and Communism. 
He knew that totalitarianism, whatever name it might take, is 
the death of freedom. He thus became a symbol of resistance 
to all those across the world who have had to fight a similar 
heroic and lonely struggle against totalitarianism. Mihailovich 
Lelonged to Yugoslavia; his ·spirit now belongs to all those who 
are willing to fight for freedom. 

I wish it could be said that this great hero was the last 
vict~m of confused and senseless policies of western governments 
in dealing with Communism. The fact is that others have 
suffered a fate similar to his by being embraced and then 
abandoned by western governments in the. hope that such abandonment 
will purchase peace or security. 

Thus, the fate of General Mihailovich is not simply of historic 
significance--it teaches us something today, as well. No western 
nation, including the United States, can hope to win its own 
battle for freedom and survival by sacrificing brave comrades 
to the politics of international expediency. 

10960 WILSHIRE BOL'LEV.\RD. LOS .\\:GELE5 . C.\L!FORNIA 90024 



Mr. Michael Radenkovich 
September 8, 1979 
Page Two 

Your dinner therefore commemorates something more than the 
legacy of patriotism and heroism that Michailovich left us. 
You commemorate the principles for which he fought and died. 
And you remind our nation .that abandonment of allies can ne'7er 
buy security or freedom. In the mountains of Yugoslavia, 
in the jungles of Vietnam., wherever men and women have fought 
totalitarian brutality; it has been demonstrated beyond doubt 
that both freedom and honor suffer when -firm commitments become 
sacrific~d to f~lse hopes of appeasing aggressors by abandoning 
friends. 

<Z
cerely, · 

l\ . .. . ll ·s ~ ·· ~ ~\ RJ>..V.,..,., 
RONALD REAGAN ,:J ·-
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Statement of 

A---r:-_,.. 11 .: . : . (J I .. 

/!ll,,e ry:/Jneirf'.an !l!efft'on 
1108 K STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 

(202) 393◄811 

BY 
E. PHILIP RIGGIN, ASSISTAITT DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION 
to the 

SUBCOMMITT GE ON LIBRARIES A ND MEMORlA LS 
HOUSE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

October 4, 1978 

:::: I 

? I I r. ~ 
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee: 

I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to present to you the views of 
The American Legion in support of erecting the Mihailovich monument. We 
believe the monument to be a modest, but fitting tribute to a man whose 
actions during World War II epitomized the entire Allied effort to save Europe 
from Nazism. 

The contributions of General Mihailovich to the Allied cause were 
significant. His treatment of American airmen shot down behind enemy lines 
is particularly inspirational to the millions of veterans in this country who can 
still recall with vivid detail their participation in the struggle against the Axis 
powers. 

It is indeed tragic that hls actions have never received the recogni­
tion they deserved, that the post-war political scene in Eastern Europe has 
made it more diplomatically expedient to ignore the man than to honor him. 
Now is tre time for you and your colleagues in the House to voice your dissatis­
faction with the political entanglements that have delayed this simple act of 
gratitude for so many years. Approval of a monument to General Mihailovich 
for saving 500 American lives is not an endorsement of his political philosophy 
or a condemnation of Marshal Tito's. There is absolutely no reason why an 
action of this sort should have any legitimate -impact on U. S. efforts to con ­
tinue to improve diplomatic communications with the Yugoslavian regime. 
Surely, Marshal Tito cannot feel threatened by posthwnous recognition of a 
political foe who has been dead for 30 years. 

The American Legion's appreciation for General Mihailovtch dates 
back to before his death in 1946. At that time our organization insisted upon 
U. S. intervention to insure that General Mihailovich received a fair hearing 
while being tried for "treason" by the Tito government. Our official position 

i-
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on the matter was embodied in the following Resolution : 

"Whereas, General Draza Mihailovich was personally 
responsible for saving the lives of approximately 600 American 
airmen forced down during the war over territory in 
which men under his command were operating, and, 

"Whereas, General Mihailovich' s aid and assistance 
to such American airmen, at considerable risk co him -
self and members of his command, is prima facie evidence 
that he was not a collaborationist, and, 

"Whereas, it is apparent that the Communist govern­
ment of Marshal Tito is intent upon giving General 
Mihailovich a summary and unfair trial of the kind which 
characterizes Soviet justice, 

'Therefore, be it resolved that the American Legion 
petition the United States government to exert its influence 
by every possible means to insure a fair and impartial 
trial for General Mihailovich in return for the generous 
aid and assistance accorded American airmen, and 

"Be it further resolved, that the American Legion 
further petition the United States government to withhold 
all financial aid, UNRRA supplies and other assistance from 
Tito's government and all persons and territories within 
Marshal Tito's command and/or control until such time as 
a fair and impartial trial by an inter-allied tribunal is 
guaranteed General Mihallovich." 

t ,; .!/ ~ z--

The American Legion has maintained an interest ln the Mihailovich 
matter throughout the past 30 years and has been particularly supportive of 
actions to honor him posthumously. Our current position derives from 
Resolution No. 312 adopted in August 1977, a copy of which is attached to this 
statement. You will note in reading the resolution that we perceive the monu­
ment to Mihailovlch to be simply an expression of gratitude by 500 American 
airmen. 

These 500 airmen, represented by the National Committee of American 
Airmen Rescued by General Mihailovich, have agreed to fund the construction 
and maintenance of the monument. There is absolutely no commitment of 
federal appropriations. The Airmen Committee is merely seeking Congressional 
permission to erect the monument on federal property in the District of Columbia. 

It appears to us that a visible memorial located here in Washington, D. C. 
where millions of Americans visit every year will provide the maximum benefit 
to the greatest possible number of our citizens by exposing them to the 
Mihailovich story; yet, those same people will not be burdened by its cost. ,, 

·----------· ------·-·---- -- -·------ · - ----------------- . 
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The American Legion has examined the Mihailovich issue very closely 
over the past several years, assisted by the decided advantage of 30 years of 
hindsight. We believe our position in 1946 to have been a valid one and no 
international political development during the intervening years is seen as a 
sufficient reason to prohibit 500 soldiers from publicly thanking a man for 
saving their lives. 

Mr. Chairman, I again extend my appreciation for the opportunity to 
present the views of The American Legion. 

,I, 
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LEAD COMMENTARY SATURDAY JULY 13, 1985 

THE LES KINSOLVING SHOW 

3930 Conshohocken Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19131 • 215-878-1500 WWDB/96. 5 FM 
The Talk Station 

REAGAN'S (?) STATE DEPARTMENT'S BELGRADE KNEE-BENDING 

Even as this nation's heart is deeply concerned with American hostages -- 39 released, 
one tortured and murdered, and seven still kidnapped -- another group of Americans who 
were rescued, met in Washington. 

They are the sur\fiy ing remnant of a national organization of the more than 500 
American flier ho were rescued fort y ears a o from the Nazis. Ever since, they have 
15 y r y ing o pay appropriate tribute to the Serbian general whose Nationali 

rescued them,when they were shot down over Yugoslavia. 

What they believe is appropriate, (and are willing to provide at no cost to the 
taxpayers) is a simple pylon, to be erected on federal property in our nation's capital. 
At the base of this pylon, there would be a bronze tablet with the following wording in 
a citation whi ch far the onl y ti rue in Aroerj can h i s tory - was censored by the 
D";partment of State. 

The citation was issued by order of President Harry Truman, upon recommendation,,,,£.f 
Gener al Pw;j g-bt Ej senba~Mr: 

I 

l I The Legion of Merit, in the degree of Chief Commander, is awarded for exceptionally 
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding service during the period 
indicated, is awarded, posthumously , to the followin g officer: 

GENERAL DRAGOLJUB MIHAILOVICH 
Yugoslavian Army , December 1941 to December 1944 

Incredibly, and without parallel in U.S. history, this high ranking decoration, 
rescuing more than 500 U.S. fliers, was kept classified -- by request of the State 
Department. Then in is Re ublican Congressman Ed Derwinski f 
this award-censorin de this decoration o 

for 

e communist government of Yugoslavia was furious, since ey ave or 
c i rculating the disinformation that Mihailovich was a Nazi coll 

generations been 

justi ied bein tried and executed, y the Tito government, in 1945. (A ,tfoscow 
followin g months of Mi ai ovic eing su Jee e ous tortures.) 

erefore 
show trial. 

Former Congressman Derwinski is now the legal counselor for the State Department, $0, 
being under the authority of Secretary George Shultz, he is unable to continue his work 
on behalf of this Mihailovitch Memorial. 

ll Yu.goslavia' s government is incensed b y the idea of Gen. Mihailovich' s Legion of Merit 
not only being made known, but erected in a monument on federal propertY, -- because 
no such decoration was made by President Truman_t,o Tjt--0 . 

The reason that Tito was not similarly decorated -- despite his £arti sans h_a~ ing~rescue 
many American airmen, too -- is .seen in OSS records which were only recently declassified 
For in August of I94Z, t he Director of t he OSS, Gen. William Donovan, sent into 
Yugoslavia one of his most competent agents, a Lt. Col in the Army Rangers and longtime 
professor of Balkan History at the University of Michigan, Robert H. McDowell. His 
assignment was to investigate reports that Mihailovich was collaborating with Nazis 
which had been claimed by oneJames Klugman, ranking officer of British Intelligence in 
Cairo. 
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In a 29-page report dated November 29, 1944, Col.McDowell disclosed that there was no 
evidence whatever of any such collaberation by Mihailovich. Quite to the contrary, 
however, Col. McDowell reported that Tito's forces had attacked Mihailovich's Nation~list 
forces from the rear while they were attacking the Nazis. 

This, and the later exposure of Klugman as a communist spy (and ass·ociate of master 
KGB mole Kim Philby) should have served to exonerate Mihailovich. So should the historic 
fact that from ~a x:,_cb J9 4J, wbeu the Nazis invaded Yugoslavia, until they invaded the 

I\Soviet Union , Tito's Partisans assisted the Nazis, even to the extent of turning in their 
\ countrymen who resisted ~he invaders. 

At a July 12th hearing on the Mihailovich Memorial Bill, Maryland's Republican 
Represenative Helen Bentley declared: "It is reprehensible that we still hear Klugman's 
material -- and that the State Department still swallows that Communist line." 

Bentley, a former repprter, was followed by Georgia Republican Newt Gingrich,who declar 
"We have a State Department in contradiction with the President." 

Gingrich's contention was evident in a letter written by Ronald Reagan in September of 
197,, which spoke of "General Mihailovitch, the faithful Allied commander and the first 
anti-Nazi leader in Europe ... I wish that it could be said that this great hero was the 
last victim of confused and senseless policies of western governments in dealing with 
Communists. The fact is that others have suffered a fate similar to his, by being embrace1 
and then abandoned by western governments, in the hope that such abandonment will 
purchase peace or security." 

t 
As if on cue, the State Department's Deputy Assistant Secretary For European Affairs, 

Mark Palmer, told this Congressional hearing that the Government of Yugoslavia has 
said that this erection of such a memorial would be "a deliberate and unfriendly act." 
Therefore, said Palmer, "The Administration"opposes any such munument, " on public ground". 

This insufferable knee-bending to Belgrade -- this allowing of a Communist government 
to tell the United States what monuments we can erect in ovtjnation's capital -- moved 
one of the American fliers, Lt. Col. Charles Davis of Falls, Church, Va. to quote 

IPresident Reagan again: "It is not the business of other nations to make U.S. foreign 
policy." As for Congressman Gingrich, he asked this State Department official to step 
out of the jammed hearing room and into an adjoining room. Even with the doors shut, 
Gingrich's voice could be heard , in full-throated Georgia oratory concerning what he 
thinks of this kind of sickening appeasement. 

Palmer did not say that President Reagan had actually, himself, converted his 
convictions. But Palmer mentioned that Reagan had met with Yugoslavia's Prime Minister 
(as if mere meeting me~~~~c~iS~J-ation). For the idea that Ronald Reagan has flip-flopped 
on this issue i~~seems preposterous. i1,::r- ~ly eleven days previous to 
Palmer's statement about "The Administration:' the supposed head of that Administration, 
when asked by me at a televised news conference, quite honestly told the world that the 
State Department had been opposing this Mihailovich Memorial Bill without his consent -­
or even his knowledge. And he added that he would be asking about this immediately after 
the conclusion of the news conference. 

This bill's author, Illinois Republican Phil Crane, charged that the State Department's 
Richard Coombs is guilty of "a clear misrepresentation of the President's position" in 
writing to Crane's co-sponsors of the Bill: "President Reagan has asked me to reply to 
your letter" -- when President Reagan, as revealed on TV, knew nothing about what State 
was up to. And when Crane sent a letter of complaint to Secretary Shultz about this 
outrage, the reply came not from Shultz, but from the outrageous one. 

It is sad that President Reagan could not have been present to meet these rescued 
fliers, OSS officers, and Serbian-Americans from all over the natioa. ,The~re a 

d h · h · h\: '2 8 ~ th wonderfully warm\JJJ~ful and dedicate people; a gat ering w ic -• s e 
home of the brave~ deserve far better support from their President. 




