Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Kojelis, Linas: Files
Folder Title: Mihailovich Statue In Washington
DC (6)
Box: OA 11518

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library(@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/

4

Mr. Bernard M. Luketich

National President

Croatian Fraternal Union
of America

-100 Delaney Drive oy

pPittsburgh, Pa. 15235

Dear Mr. Luketich:

President Reagan has asked me to reply to your letter of
February 5, 1985, which concerns legislation introduced in the
‘U.S. Congress to authorize construction of Federal Government
property of a monument to General Draza Mihailovich. We
understand that- thiauéeg&saﬁt&oﬁTWB~aw~7§$vhac~becnﬁ45téodu6&e
in the House of Representatives and referred to the Committee
on House Administration.

The Administration has informed the Congress that, as in
the past, it opposes adoption of this legislation. We
understand the desire of American servicemen to recognize
rescue operations carried out in Yugoslavia during the Second
World War and recognize their right to build a monument in
recognition of those events. It is clear, however, that the
wartime role of General Mihailovich and his followers remains a
subject of great historical controversy, and that the number o
airmen they rescued represented only a small part of the total
saved by the Yugoslav resistance as a whole. A8 a result, we
oppose erection of a monument on Federal land to General
Mihailovich or any other resistance leader.

Slncerqe.‘l.“é€ MJ;

Richard E. Combs, "Jr.

Director :

Office of East European
and Yugoslav Affairs













President Ronald Reagan
July 1st, 1985
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In the past, our appneals and the avpeals of our
Congressmen and Senators have been directed to
"The President of the United States." They have
always been denied and returmed to us "in the name
of the President of the United States". This is an
administrative procedure which we understand.

However, as a purist in what the terin "United States
of America" stands for, I absolutely refuse to believe
that any US President, having direct, personal know-
ledge of our simple request would deny us.

The issue of saving American lives is a most timely
one, With the release of 39 hostages from Beirut
yesterday you wasted no time in going on national
television to express your gratitude to those who
nelp us. You did not wait 40 years to do it nor did
the freed hostages have to petition a majority of the
435 Congressmen to do it.

On July 12th, the Task Force on TLibraries and Memorials
has granted us a hearing on HR 77 at wihich time we hope
to state our case.

Mr. President, do not think it presumptuous but we
would deem it the highest of ht¢ »»rs if you, or your
white House representative, would accept this letter
as an invitation to appear as an observer at our hear-
ing and learn all the facts first hand.

an— -



July 7, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR PAT BUCHANAN
THROUGH: LINDA CHAVEZ
FROM: LINAS KOJELI

SUBJECT: Monument to General Draza Mihailovic

Last week, the White House received the attached letter from the
National Committee of American Airmen Rescued by General
Mihailoviec, Inc. requesting the President to participate at a
Congressional hearing on H.R. 77, which, I assume, is the current
legislation to allow a monument to General Mihailovic to be
erected on federal land.

While I do not think it wise for us to recommend a meeting with
the President, I think it would be very good if you would agree
to meet with this group when they come to town this week. It
would give us an opportunity to learn the exact status of the
current effort for the monument, and also, it would indicate to
the group that the President did not forget about the issue after
it was raised in his last press conference, and that his staff is
following-up. I plan to also arrange meetings for the group with
John Lenczowski and other supporters.

I recommend that you meet with this airmen's group.

Agree

Other
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National Committee of American Airmen
Rescued by General Mihailovich, Inc.

P.0. BOX 17478, TUCSON, ARIZONA 85731 (B02) 885-7005

July 1st, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The #hite House
washington, D.D. 20500
Dear President Reagan:

At your nationally televised news conference on
June 18th, members of our committee were pleasantly
surprised when a revorter in a bright red jackez
stood up and asked the following auestion:

" ore than 500 American flvers were rescued
by General iihailovich in Yugoslavia in 1944
and they want to erect a memorial on federal
property which the Senate avproved twice and
mr. Derwinski supported repeatedly while
President Truman gave the General the Tegion
of Merit.

" Why, kr. President, since it's very important
to rescue Americans are you allowing your State
Department to stop this in its trackg®®

Your reply was as follows:

" T will have to tell you that is the first

I've heard about it, but you have given me a

auestion to ask when I leave here tonight to
find out about it..."

We are those 500 aAmerican fliers who have tried for
over 40 years to repay our debt of honor to General
Mihailovich for saving our lives. To my knowledge,
this 1s the greatest rescue of imerican lives in
our Nation's history.

. A artial st of those who have supported General Draza Mihailovich over the last 40 vears incluces Presidents Harry S Truman Dwight D E senhower Ricnarg M Nixon & Ronatg Reagan The United States
Qg,:nqte fundreds of U S Conaressman Secretary of the Air Force Thomas C Reed I‘he Department of the Intenor The National Capita) Memoral Advisoty Committee U'S Ambassacor 1o Yugoslavia Laurence
‘.wmvvman‘ House Commutiee Chairman on Foreign Atfawrs Clament J Zablocki U S Commussion at inquiry The Anzona State Senate Alacka Governor trnest Gruening Kansas Governor A1t M Landon Keotucky
Eovcmor Sumeon Wallis. Indiana Governor Robert D Orr Massachusells Governor Edward J King, Nebraska Governor Dwight Grisword Texas Governor (oke Stevenson Bishops Fermian irinay & Manning Ance
iosevelt Longworth Gene Tunney John Wayne The American Legion Palish War Veterans Counliess Local Veterans Organizatons Tra Hentage Foundation Coalition for Amencan The New York Tum

Arastungton Past The Toronta Sun Wasmngion Tumes Chostian Science Momitor efc Spectat Mention The Honorable Edwnare 3 Orryirea ana rﬁrmr‘qn Dawid Marn e e e



President Ronald Reagan
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In the past, our apveals and the appeals of our
Congressmen and Senators have been directed to
"The President of the United States." 'They have
always been denied and returmed %o us "in the name
of the President of the United States". This is an
administrative procedure which we understand.

However, as a purist in what the terim "United States
of America" stands for, I absclutely refuse to believe
that any US President, having direct, personal know-
ledge of our simple request would deny us.

The issue of saving American lives is a most timely
one. With the release of %9 hostages from Beirut
vesterday you wasted no time in going on national
television to express your gratitude to those who
nelp us. You did not wait 40 years to do it nor did
the freed hostages have to petition a majority of the
435 Congressmen to do it.

On July 12th, the Task Force on TLibraries and iemorials
has granted us a hearing on HR 77 at which time we hovpe
to state our case.

Mr. President, do not think it presumptuous but we
would deem it the highest of honors if you, or your
white House representative, would accept this letter
as an invitation to appear as an observer at our hear-
ing and learn _all the facts first hand.

Respectfully subpitted,

AN e T '*7
Richard L. Felman









MONDAY, July 8, 1985

JACK ANDERSON AND JOSEPH SPEAR

WEEKLY SPECIAL

Banks want to keep their public

By Jack Anderson
and Joseph Spear

WASHINGTON — These days the
holdup men are on the other side of
the counter at vour friendly neigh-~
borhood bank. And if the banking
industry has its way, Americans
will keep getting robbed each time
they deposit a check in their
accounts.

Fouv vears, baukers have insisted
that “clearing” a check — making
sure there are funds to cover it in
the account on which it was drawn
— takes many days, a claim that
doesn’t wash in this age of comput-
ers and high-tech communications.

But it’s certainly no mystery why
the bankers have perpetuated this
myth — and why they’re gearing up
a massive lobbying effort to shoot
down a proposed law that would let
customers use the money they
desposit right away, rather than
waiting a week or two. When they
can clear a deposited check in a
matter of hours (while making the
customer wait as long as two weeks
to write checks against those
funds), they get free use of the idle
money.

Multiplied by millions of checks
each day, that gives bankers inter-
est-free loans from their customers
worth billions of dollars a year.

Bankers call the time between
when a customer deposits the
check, and when they can use it the
“float.” If any other industry were
tc try thz same trick, they would be
accused of check “kiting.” In fact,
that is exactly what officials of the
brokerage firm of E.F. Hutton

a systematic basis to get interest

free loans, at the expense of the|

pleaded guilty to: floating checks on
banks with which they were deaj

ing.

Now even such diverse politi-
cians as Sen. Alfonse D’'Amato, R-
N.Y., and Rep. Fernand St
Germain, D-R.1 agree that it may
be time to put an anchor on the
bankers’ float. St Germain cited
these typical abuses:

— A Pennsylvania man — a
retired banker, no less — deposited
a federal tax-refund check for more
than $1,000, waited nine days for it
to clear and then wrote a check
against it. The bank bounced his
check and charged him a $30 over-
draft fee.

— In a small California town, a
customer deposited in his checking
account a check for $1,295 drawn
from his savings account in a bank
just down the street. He had to wait
seven days for the check to clear.

— A New York City man got a
$1,000 check from his credit union,
deposited it in his checking account
at a bank a few miles away, and
waited six days before writing an
$800 check to pay a credit-card bill.
The check still bounced, and not
only was he stuck with the over-
draft charge, the credit-card com-
pany charged him a month’s inter-

DESERTED HEROQO: President
Rea 1s bank on a
World War II hero he praised
effusively only six years ago: Draza
Mihailovich, the Yugoslav army
general who fought Nazis but was
executed as a traitor by Marshal
Tito’s victorious communists.

In a 1979 letter to a group that
wants to erect a statue to honor
Mihailovich’s rescue of hundreds of
American airmen’ shot down over
Yugoslavia, Reagan called him a
“faithful Allied commander and the

END MGW-7-08-85

‘loans’

first anti-Nazi leader in Europe.”

But more recently, through a
;f)okesman, Reagan backtracked.

e called Mihailovich’s role
“controversial” and said he opposes
a monument because it would mean
taking sides in a “bitter historical
dispute.”

Federal Aviation Administration
has kept track of hijackings and
attempted hijackings at airports
around the world since 1970 — and
the results are surprising. By far
the most incidents — 64 — have
occured at U.S. airstrips, more than
the number recorded in Lebanon,
India, Colombia, West Germany,
the Phil‘:fgines, Japan, Iran, Vene-

zuela and France combined.
Two cities are tied for first place
in this dubious contest: New York’s

LaGuardia and Kennedy airports
have totaled 19 incidents since
1970, as has Miami’s International
Airport. Until the TWA hijacking
three weeks ago, Athens airport had
only two in the same period.
POLITICAL POTPOURRI: The
Democrats, far from surrendering
the national arena to the Republi-
cans, have just begun to fight. As
usual, they’re fighting themselves.
The latest occasion for interne-
cine bickering is the $1,000-a-plate
g,ala in Washington, D.C., in Octo-
er. Sentimentalists want to give
proper respect to ex-President Jim-
my Carter and his vice president,
Walter Mondale. Hard-eyed realists
want to ignore the 1580 and 1§84
losers and concentrate instead on
potential 1988 presidential candi-
dates.
Interestingly, no one seems to
care one way or the other about the
garty’s 1972 candidate, former Sen.

eorge McGovern.
Copyright, 1985,
United Feature Syndicate. Inc.




RONALD REAGAN

September 8, 1979

Mr. Michael Radenkovich

Vice President -

California Citizens' Committee to
Commemorate General Draja Mihailovich

P. O. Box 1617 )

Santa Monica, California 90406

Dear Mr. Radenkovich:

Please convey to the California Citizen's Committee to
Commemorate General Draja Mihailovich my sincere appreciation
for their kind invitation to attend tonight's dinner to
commemorate General Mihailovich. Unfortunately, prior
commitments prevent me from being with you.

I believe that the spirit in which you have gathered here to<

honor the memory of General Mihaiiovich, *+- < *°
-=——----- -nd the first anti-Nazi leader
vy wne yewat majority of Americans.

—es twwman T g - P ehd \—d

The ultimate tragedy of Draja M1ha110v1ch cannot erase the

-—an - m—a - -2 | DU S
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the death of freedom. He thus became a symbol of resistance
to all those across the world who have had to fight a similar
heroic and lonely struggle agalnst totalltarlanlsm. Mipailovich

L R - | A Pl Y L | PR

I wish it could be said that ="~ " ° was the last
victim of confused and sensel__. .c..c.c. . wWestern governments
in dealing with Communism. The fact is that others have
suffered a fate similar to hic by being embraced and then

abardoned by western governments in the hope that such abandonment
will purchase peace or security.

Thus, the fate of General Mihailovich is not simply of historic
significance~-it teaches us something today, as well. No western

nation, dpcluding the United States, can hope to win its own
battle for freedom and surviva Yy _sacriricing S,
to the politics of international expeciency.

IOVeY WILSHIRE BOULEVARD. TOS ANGELES, CALTIFORNIA 90024



'Mr. Michael Radenkovich
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Your dinner therefore commemorates .som'-\thlng more than the
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totalitarian brutality, mwmggapt
hat both freedom and honor suffer when firm commitments become

sacririce C _false hopes Ol appeasling aggressors apandoning

1iends
f‘z’icerely,
RONAL D REAGAN 3
















of the bill is Rep. Crane of Illinois. In earlier forms,
this bill has passed the Senate twice but has failed to
make it out of the House Administration committee primarily
due to objections by the State Dept., which fears the
erection of a monument to Mihailovich would offend the
government of Yugoslavia.

Supporters of the bill, primarily the National Committee

of American Airmen Rescued by General Mihailovich based in
Falls Church, Virginia, feel that setting the record

straight for history through the establishment of a memorial
supercedes in importance any "offense" that might be taken

by the regime that railroaded the General to his death nearly
forty years ago.

I would like to take this opportunity, Mr. President, to

ask you to direct the State Dept. to drop its objection to

the proposed memorial so that my father and 500 other Americans
can pay their debt of honor to this great man. At a time when
our values and interests seem under seige in so many parts

of the world, it would only be appropriate to recognize a man
who did something positive for our country in the cause of
freedom.

Thank you very much for your consideration in this matter.
Sincerely, -

David A. English ?g

325 N. Fourth Ave. West #3
Duluth, MN 55806
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ROBERT C., COLEMAN
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE mﬂﬁhingtun, DC 205]5

June 19, 1985

Honorable Ronald W. Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Reagan:

In your press conference last night, a question was raised
in regards to why you were allowing the State Department
to oppose the construction of a memorial to honor General
Draza Mihailovich of Yugoslavia for orchestrating the
rescue of over 500 American airmen downed over
Axis—-controlled Yugoslavia during World war II. Before
you base your opinion on the State Department's
information, I would like to make a few points with
respect to H.R. 77, my bill to authorize the construction
of a Mihailovich memorial.

To begin with, I have taken the liberty of enclosing a
letter signed by you in 1979 in response to an invitation
to attend a dinner to commemorate General Mihailovich. 1In
that response you refer to General Mihailovich as "a
symbol of resistance to all those across the world who
have had to fight a similar heroic and lonely struggle
against totalitarianism."

Although you answered last night that you had not heard of
the State Department's efforts to oppose my legislation,
they have taken the liberty of stating that in fact you"
already oppose adoption of legislation that would allow
the rescued airmen to construct a memorial in honor of
General Mihailovich for saving their lives. The State
Department's message on your behalf would appear at odds
to your earlier stated support of the heroic role played
by General Mihailovich.

Based on your patriotism and your commitment to stand
behind your previously stated positions, I feel secure in
the knowledge that you will take the necessary steps to
align the view of the State Department with the views of



Honorable Ronald W. Reagan
June 19, 1985
Page Two

your Administration. I certainly would appreciate any

support you could give in correcting this historical
injustice,

é{;;\f ly,

Philip M. Crane, M.C.

S, \7/@74 WW [51(1
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan
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June 26, 1985

As the red tide engulfed Yugoslavia and the communist regime of Tito
was installed by Soviet troops in Belgrade, the American liaison
officer to General Michailovich, Colonel McDowell, offered the general
the opportunity to leave Yugoslavia with the last American transport
taking out American pilots in the early spring of 1945. Mihailovich
preferred to remain with his people and share their fate. He was
finally caught by communist troops in the spring of 1946 and executed
and buried without a trace after a Soviet style mock trial in
Belgrade. American pilots saved by Mihailovich's men, then already
safely back in the United States, offered to fly to Belgrade and be
witnesses at the Mihailovich trial. They were refused admittance to
Yugoslavia, but made their depositions at a parallel trial held in
New York by top American Jjurists. Mihailovich was declared by the
American court not only not guilty of collaboration with the enemy,
but also as the hero of the European resistance who was the first

to raise the flag of freedom in Nazi occupied Europe while the Soviets
and their Yugoslav agents were still in alliance with Nazi Germany.

Fred and Donald have repaid their debt of gratitude to me personally
by sponsoring my immigration to the United States where I was able

to establish a family and join the American mainstream in making a
good living. It would be a nice gesture if the American authorities
would also allow the former American pilots rescued by General
Mihailovich and his freedom fighters to erect a monument in Washington
to this first armed resistant in occupied Europe, who selflessly gave
his 1life for the cause of freedom of his own people and their American
allies.

Arguments that erecting such a monument forty years after the end

of WWII could only offend the Yugoslav communist government, whom
the Western allies are trying to keep away from the Soviets, are

not valid anymore. Yugoslavia today is heavily indebted to the West
and their declining standard of living would be put fully in jeopardy
if they were to break their economic ties with the West. The
Yugoslav government simply could not afford to do that and survive.
Franco's Spain was able to make a transition forty years after the
bloody Spanish civil war and become a democratic society. The
Yugoslav people who were in their great majority allies of the West
during WWII should be given finally the opportunity to choose a
democratic type of government.



The Honorable Ronald Reagan
Page 3
June 26, 1985

Certainly the American pilots who are citizens of this great country
ought to be given the freedom to pay respect to their great friend
to whom they owe their personal freedom in these troubled war years.
A memorial to General Mihailovich in Washington to be erected with
private contributions is the least that can be done for the First
Armed Resistant in WWII in occupied Europe.

Respectfullv vours.
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7 SERBIAN MOVEMENT FOR DEMOCRACY
j P.O. Box 87461 X - 8426104
= Chicago, Illinois 60680
Mr. Ronald Reagan CC Copies to:
The President of the United States Vice President Mr. George Bush,
The White House Secretary of State Mr. George Schultz

Washington, D.C.
Mr. President: . ' September 8, 1984, Chicago, IL

The Serbian Movement for Democracy, an organization in the Serbian political emigration from
Yugoslavia. which uses all legal methods in fighting against communistic tyranny in Yugoslavia,
gathered today for an annual meeting. We take on this occasion the opportunity to greet you, not
only as the President of the richest and strongest nation in the world, but also as a unique world
leader, who possesses the moral courage to tell the communistic leaders that communism is a false,
empty, and deceitful ideological system. We the Serbian people from Yugoslavia, in the political
emigration as well as almost 15 million Serbs living now under communistic tyranny, warmly con-
gratulate you for your attitude with respect to communistic systems in the world.

However, it is well known today that the United States of America, with its enormous material
help to Yugoslavia, in fact does not help the people at all, but rather aids a small ruling
communistical group. In such a way the United States continues the tyranny over the Serbian people
who fought in World Wars I and II, together with United States, for freedom and democracy. We are
begging and asking you Mr. President that in giving material help to Yugoslavia that you impose
the following condition:

Under the Yalta agreement, the regime is obligated to permit legally organized political
opposition parties. In turn this means that all political prisoners should be released. And then, under
free elections, Yugoslavia should return once again to the democratic family of states. Hence, in
giving any material help to Yugoslavia, the ““conditio sine qua non” is to require from the
Yugoslavian government the permission for legal opposition parties to act and work politically in
the country, leading to free elections. These are necessary and sufficient conditions for any freedom;
otherwise you will continue tyranny further and further, but not forever. '

Finally, Mr. President, on behalf of all the Serbian people in the political emigration and ot those
living under communist tyranny in Yugoslavia, we appeal to you persenalty-and-toyour
Administration. to permit to raise up in Washington, D.C. the monument for general Draza
Mihailovic, the first guerrilla leader against fascisms, racisms. and.later, communisms.in World War__
I1'and truly the best ally of the United States.

With the most respect Mr. Fresident. we beg you to accept our highest estimate and consideration.

In the name of the Serbian Movement for Democracy, we remain:

Very truly yours,

=y A

{Branisiav M. Stanisic) Secretary
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

September 27, 1984 s
7, 1984 g

—HHER-OFFICIAC S

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE '
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Appeals to the Administration to Raise
up in Washington, D.C., the Monument for
General Draza Mihailovic

Attached is a draft reply to a letter to the President from
Mr. Branislav M. Stanisic, Secretary of the Chicago-based
Serbian Movement for Democracy.

The Department recommends that the subject of a monument to
General Draza Mihailovic in Washington, D.C. not be referred to
in the reply to Mr. Stanisic. The issue involved is not
approval for the monument, which requires no approval from the
U.S. Government, but the longstanding interest of Serbian
emigre groups in the United States in obtaining approval for
the monument to be built on Federal land. The Executive Branch
has opposed this proposal for many years on the dgrounds that
such approval would give precedence to Gen. Mihailovic's
wartime role in rescuing U.S. airmen over the even more
significant role of Marshal Tito and the Partisans in this
respect. Such an act also would damage our bilateral relations

with Yugoslavia.
Pincka,
Charles Hi

Executive Secretary

Attachment: as stated.

LMFTED-QFFICULUSE A



JOINT AMERICAN CROATIAN ORGANIZATIONS OF CLEVELAND

e 280 East 270th Street, Euclid, Ohio 44132
N 1-216-261-4622

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

In regard to the request made by Mr. Lester Kinsolving, a reporter
for Globe Enterprise, on behalf of securing permission from the U.S.
Government for a plot of federal property on which to erect a monument
honoring the late Serbian, Chetnik General - Draza Mihailovich - for his
role in saving American airmen during the war, Americans of Croatian
descent have previously registered their opposition to this on the several
occasions that this has been tried by Mihailovich supporters in the past.
'Once and for all Americans of Croatian descent wish that it be known that
‘General Mihailovich is unworthy of honor in this country or in any other
| country, for that matter.

Saving American airmen does not exonerate General Mihailovich from
the horrendous war crimes that his Chetnik forces committed against the
Croatian Catholic and Moslem civilian population on the territory of the
Croatian state during World War II. Instead of fighting the so-called
"fascist" enemy on Serbian soil, which objective historians now claim as
being the safest place during the war years for the German army, General
Mihailovich chose instead to do his fighting inside the frontiers of the
Croatian state. The reason was obvious. In true byzantine fashion, and
with the propaganda support of the Serbian royalist government in exile,
he therefore was able to conduct his war in the ways that would benefit
Serbian population numbers on coveted Croatian lands.

Thus in order to lay postwar claim to Bosnia and other coveted parts
of Croatia, including the southern Dalmatian coast, it was the aim of the
Chetniks to kill as many Croatians as possible with the least possible
loss to themselves, even if it meant cooperating with the so-called enemy
occupiers whenever advantageous to them. This kind of cooperation was
carried out with great relish in conjunction with Italian occupation forces
along the coast, since Italy's coveting of the Croatian territory did not
know any bounds either, and the two wound up as understanding bed partners.
Also it was with even greater calculation that such killings took place
against the defenseless civilian population in the Croatian hinterland,
notably in Bosnia, where the Croatian Moslems were the chief victims of
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roving Chetnik bands and the Drina river turned red with the blood of
many thousands of slain villagers, mostly the aged, women and children.

It is no secret that in addition to the two occupying forces, Germans
and Italians, on the Croatian state territory, the two domestic forces,
Chetniks and Partisans, also were vying for postwar power; and in the
process, it was the Croatian people who wound up as everybody's victims.
What victims the Serbo-Chetniks missed during the war, the Serbian-led
partisans more than made up for in the infamous massacres and death marches,
euphemistically dubbed the Bleiburg Tragedy, which they perpetrated against
the Croatian population after the war.

The point, Mr. President, is not whether Americans will be honoring a
man whose military forces had saved American pilots (so did the Croatian
state authorities for that matter), but that we would wind up honoring a
man whose forces were without any real honor or national scruples, openly
slaughtering so many innocent defenseless Croatian victims. These victims
of the Chetniks are the very same ones which an agency of the U.S. Govern-
ment, namely the 0SI, has been ascribing to the state of Croatia during the
war and more specifically, Dr. Andrija Artukovic, who ironically had a repu-
tation within Croatia for saving lives.

The bitter truth we face is that if a monument were to be erected for
General Mihailovic, it would be tantamount to the White House bestowing a
blessing on the war crimes of the Serbian Chetniks. It would also serve to
exonerate former Chetnik lieutenants living in this country such as Momcilo
Djuic, who committed some of the most beastly atrocities against Croatian
civilians that could be imagined. Such people who are already laughing at
the unbelievable gullibility of Americans will continue to laugh even harder
if the monument being proposed by certain misled political and media leaders
is ever erected.

Sincerely,

7@2@ o5l et

Theodoregh ABjanlc
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Ivan Coric









99TH CONGRESS

H.R.77

18T SESSION

To authorize the National Committee of American Airmen Rescued by General

Mihailovich to establish a monument to General Draza Mihsilovich in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, or its environs, in recognition of the role he
plaved in saving the lives of more than five hundred United States airmen in
Yugoslavia during World War II.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 3, 1985

Mr. Cra~E introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee

on House Administration

A BILL

To authorize the National Committee of American Airmen Res-

cued by General Mihailovich to establish & monument to
General Draza Mihailovich in Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, or its enviroms, in recognition of the role he played
in saving the lives of more than five hundred United States
airmen in Yugoslavia during World War II.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That the National Committee of American Airmen Rescued
by General Mihailovich is authorized to establish a monument
on public grounds in the District of Columbia or its environs
to honor and recognize General Draza Mihailovich for the
role he played in saving the lives of more than five hundred
United States airmen in Yugoslavia during World War II.

SEC. 2. (a) The Secretary of the Interior, in consultation
with the National Committee of American Airmen Rescued
by General Mihailovich, shall select with the approval of the
n

sommission of Fine Arts and the National Capital Planning

Commission  suitable site on grounds owned by the Federal

Government in the District of Columbia or its environs for

establishment of the monument referred to in the first section
[ ]

of this Act.

(b) The National Committee of American Airmen Res-
cued by General Mihailovich shall be responsible for the de-
velopment of such monument’s design and plans, which shall
be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior,
the Commission of Fine Arts, and the Nationa) Capital Plan-
ning Commission. If the Secretary of the Interior, the Com-
mission of Fine Arts, or the National Capital Planning Com-
mission fails to approve or make specific objection to such
design and plans within ninety dayvs of submission, his or its
approval shall be deemed to be given.

(c) Neither the United States nor the District of Colum-
bia shall bear any expense in the establishment of the monu-
ment other than expenses incurred in the process of site se-

lection and approval of design and plans.

Sec. 8. The Secretary of the Interior shall permit

ground breaking for construction of the monument only after
he determines that sufficient funds are available to complete
the monument in accordance with the approved design and
plans.

SEC. 4. The authority conferred by this Act shall lapse
unless the construction of the monument begins within two
years after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEc. 5. The maintenance and care of the monument
established under this Act shall ‘be the responsibility of the
National Committee of American Airmen Rescued by Gener-
al Mihailovich.

O
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Apams Maxawioaxh ocae Xamuens

“AMepWiKa Bnoaa

ce NpoTHBK npeanory

| HeHMX CBOJMX

| nWota Aa ce

Ha Tny CAJ nocrusu

cnomen-obenentje

3noMHHLY Koju je cee

Bpeme Apyror

CBeTCKOr para

0uo Ha cTpanM
HaMeTa. flocneawHx -

mecelm, MehyTim,

nakoBo ce

pucnnamcasa

Hamnawa

3a 0By GRUM}Y

b {

KO ¥ CAA IOAHIKE CHIOMEHHK APAJKH MH

3 DBaupgirrona je Heaasuo
M CTMIIA XPaTKR arediyjcxa
Bect: ,Ha nohawun.oj xundhe~
peHuMju 3a LUTAMITY, HOBMHAp He-
nojHaTe M TepuoaHyHe mySauxaumje
BaulMHITOH reja” mocraBuo e
fipeaceaunKy PodHasny Peraty nu-
Tale 0 noausamy crioMeHusa JApa-
wy MuxanjaoBuhy y TP8BHOM rpagy
Cjemmmenyx AsmepHuxisx Jlpmxana.”
M3 BecTH ca3HajeMo fa je npeg-
cexHuk PeraxH niberao oarosop:

— O TOME HMIUTE HE 3HaM, AIH -

hy ce pacnurat -~ pexao je HOBHU-
Hapy .BawuHrron rejga”.
HekoaKEO pgaHa npe Tora, Ha
KOH(epeHuMiy 3a wraMmy y Crejr
RETIAPTMEHTY, HOBMHAP ,BaiuMHITOH

TajMca’ je nocTaBMO CAMYMHO TIMTA- -

we. IlpegcraBHMx 3a urramny Bep-
Hapa Kenl je pexao aa ,0 ToMe ¥y

CrejT AenaprMmenty nocroju ¢opmy-
~ AMcaM craB 4 A8 Ce HOBMHED MOXe

ca MM YIO3IHaTH".

Huaue, Taj crap raacu: ,Amepuu-
Xa Bnraja pasyme Keme apBHjaTHua-
pa Koju xohe ga MOAUTHY COMEHITK
Apaxy Muxaunosuhy fep-ux je o
coacao y ApPYroM CBeTCKOM pary.
MebyTuM, Kaa wtro je 6uo cayuaj u
Y HEKOQNUKO MpPEeTXORHMX agMHHM-
crpaumja, oBaBecTMam cMo Kourpec
n8 CMO OpPOTHB NOAM3aLA TAKBOT O
Gesnexja Ha Tay ceaepanHe TepHTO-
puje. HueMo npotus opropapajyher
IIPHIHABEA YJO0re JYrocJoBeHCROY
noxpera oTHOpa (MHCAK Ce Ha mo-
EpeT OTIIOpPa y MpOILNOM paTy), &t
He MOXXEeMO NOJAPXATH Takap oBaAMK
npKIHaBalba KOjM noapalymesa aa-

Bame Haule nogpuixe jeamol, a -

HCKbYUHBaME Zpyre crpade ...

© . BallvHrTod tajmc” je ogmax pea-

roBao ysoauuxom . JctuHa o Jpaxu
Muxannosuhy”. OBo raacuiao ame-
PMUKIX KOHIEPBATUBHHX CHATA Ce ¥y
TOM HAINUCY 3a1aXKe 3& [OAMIAHLE
CTIOMEHMKE,

Y qaporenauM Meceumma nojeamiis
KOHIEPBATHBUM, HEKH WK M W3 pe~
RA KOHrpecueHa, OMHBe/AWX CYy 3IAX-
TeB ga ce Jpaxu Muxawiosnhy
NOAMIrHe CIIOMeHMK .Y 3HAK 3JAXBAS-
HOCTH" 1IUTO je 3a BpeMe Jpyror
CBETCKOT para, HaBOAHO, CcHIAacan
IPYTy BMEePHYEMX NUJIOTA.

+BalMHrrod TajMc* y csoM ymoa-
HHURY, uopen ocrajor, HcTuie aa ,ca
JaKallbe-eM 0ff YeTpieceT IOAHHA
ucetusa o Ipax Muxangosuhy, jy-
TOCJIOBEHCKOM 1ATPHOTH M Xepajy
ADYTOT CBETCKOI para, ‘MMM Ha
noBpukHy. Hoeroea bucra Moxe wax
OMTH TOAUTHYTAE W Y BaluMHITOHY,
WTO MOXe y3HeMupuTH Crejr ae-
MapTMEHT, XOjM ONeT BMILuEe BOAM Ja
OCTAHEe [IPHNKNOEH KheBeraMa Koje
¢Gabpuky]y cOBJeTCKM areHTH ¥ O-
HOM HA YeMy M J&he MHCHCTHDR
jyrocnopencxa saaga“.

Jier jows ponaje pa ,CrejT pe- -

napTMedt He Opstie 9 ToMe wma Je

»

TO MCTOpKjCXa MCTHHA U Aa JM Tpe-
6a OXBTH r10UaCT JbyAMMA KOJHM TO
3acayxyjy. 3aro he Muuucrapcrso,
ako npoueHyr fza he Gucra [pame
Muxamuaosuha HamLYTHTH jyrocao-
BEHCKY BJ1ajy, caBeroBaTis aa Cce O-
Ha He nogHixe®.

¥poaHuMuyap ce aJajraxe 2a KO-
HA4YHO Tpeba MpPUMIHATH HEII 3YyT
IIpemMa YOBexy XOju je, 3a Bpeme
Apyror CBeTCEOr para, COacao of
HalMCTa HMIUTA MAame Hero 518
NPUMNASHMKA aMepDUYKHX Ba3fyXo-
nnosuux cuara”. O apyrmum dpaxnci-
HUM ,3acayrama’ HM peun. Ca cTpa-
Hua BRUMHITOH TajmMca’ WMTaoUM
caJjHajy xakRo Je Muxannosuha
»1ponaoc” 3samenux OpuTtancxe ofia-

‘pewurajHe cmyxbe y Kaupy Llemc

Knyruen, xoju je, umaue, 640 ,co-
BjeTcxM arent M Onuiax capagnux
unmMjyHexor sajeropa Ouabuja®. O-
HW CY, HABOAHO, CUpeyMnM Aa Ca-
BeIHWYKO opyxje gobe jzo ldpame,
na je ormuno Tury . koju je
y6io Muxamnosuha mog

3a xosnaBopaumnjy”.

Wpela na ce y CAX goaurie cno-

MeH-obeneaxje dpaxu Muxawiopyhy
Huje HOBa, 3pPaHMuMo je obenona-
eHa JaHyapa OBe roguue.

rta nuwe

Munow Yenosuh?

Ilo3aHaTH AECHHHAPCKH KOHIpecMeH
Ounun M. Kpejd, w3 12, uaGopuor
OKpyra apxase MauHouc, ynytuo je
aMepu4EOM KoHrpecy Haupr 3akoHa

X. P. 77 y rojeM TpaM@K 403001y 14
ce Miixauaosuhy noaurie CliIOMeHsc
y BaluMHrrony M laxreBa A4a ce 3a
TO OBJacTH TaasHM 0J00p aMepiu-
KMX aBHjarsyapa Koje cilacaBa re-
Hepan Muxanaosuh.

IlocebHo je 3aHmM/mwiB0 Kpejdoso
[IMCMO KOje J¢ YIIYTMO CBOJUM WCTO-
wulmheHMMMa Yy KoHrpecy. .Ja cam
npeanomuo X. P. 77, 3axoH xojum
ce TPaXH jonymweme, Gapex geax-
MMYHO, JexHe OR HajBehMx UCTO-
PHMJCKMX HeNpaBAM APYTOT CBETCKOT
paTa — 3a kojy amepwuxa U Opu~- .
TOHCKA Braga CHOCe jegHaKy OAro-
BOPHOCT. Kao jeaaH 04 MCTBEKHYTHX
jyrocnosencxnx Gopaua 3a caofoay,
redepan [paxa Muxawnoeuh je M-
rpao BuOHY' yaory y nobhemwy cror
Hapo&a 'y OTNOPY MPOTUB HEMAa4Ke
ORynhauuje Koja je nouyena anpuia
1941. Mako Je Muxanaosub rorono
ABe TojHHe 6uo CMaTpPaH BEeJJMRMM
XepojeM 4YMTABOr €BPOMCKOr MOKpeTa
ornopa, Yepuia ra je M3IHeHana Ha-
nycTio ynpkoc orpagama CAJ.“

Obaj tourpecmew jows gogaje Ka-
KO Ccy [Apamuiy HeTHMUM CcliacaBany
aMepuuxe, aoTe 143 060peHNX aBy-
OHa M OTYRa bMXODAG Xesha 78 MY
ce ogyme.

C BpeMmena Ha BpeMe y CAR ce
pacriraMca KaMilaiha 3a 0BY axiupgjy
KOjy CY OJiaBHO TIOKpPeHyJdW WIaHOBU
HHauwoHasHor o0a6opa  BMEPHURMX
aBMjaTwdapa“. Yapyxewe, uHade,
HMa Beoxa Manu Opoj wnaHoBa.

Hobpy no3HaBaOLM TIPUIAMKE Meby
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XAHAOBHEY?
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—=—1URPRESIDENT RESPONDS

: JyrocacBenuMa y CAJ.l 3Hajly aa A~
! neja © TIOAM3ALY CHIOMEHWIDA HKA
' ayuy .
i JCPIICEO HAPDORHOT CABe3a” Ha SM-

pohenss Page CrojaHommh.

28BHO CTMrao nMcMo Muaouws Ye-
aosxha, oOyhaps, nopexnos u3 Gau-
xor ceaa Hanamba, misde Bimue 04
60 ropHa waaHa JCPKEOr HRpOA-
HOr caseaa”,

Yanosuh 3aMepa CBOM npescea-
uuKy y Nurchypry wro xuje wmurra

CAM3ahy CnoMeHMKa jep
HAPOLHM CaBel” MPEeACTAB/LE HajMa-
cu:&ujy oprumsnwy Cpla y Aste-
p

oHallla OpPraHulI&LpLgs Of MOKO-
pumhyje 38 HEZOCTOJHe M CPIMEe
cgpxe* -- mmaue Yexceuh Croywy
— HXOjE HEIL BAPOL WAIE IWCKYIKHO

. Osa) wexspmuwy  Bawsasos
cuatpa a8 Ou Croyn (Crojanosub)
MOPB0 HELITO 13 NpexyIMe EAKo ce
He OM CPAMOTHD UP&R JIFHHMM OpK-
Jjaremyunma. -

~- Hailla opramMiaingia Huje cpo-
jxta HEXOMUMIIE YaaHOBA, Beh Op-
TEHMIAINA]A CBMX GIAC WIaMOBA Y

CHC — noacehia Yeacauh. — IIpe

HeKONKKO Meceu CH OpTasuiosio

T e Y S e e v s 3 e e e

CeTH.IH MecTa WIOUHH HTKMX L

asepcxiux geaa ycrama. Mleas xoja
Cy ocpaMOTHia [0 XPBATCKM HApOX,
| uecano y Xpasroxoj, neh

C e e e e -

y ueaod

Ha Crojanonnhepy agpecy je Hes -

apesyaIeo aa ce ocyleTs wieja o no-

Kager 32 daaroee CHC waas ¢y no- .

)] H[I’IIJA

cBeTy. Mu ¥y AMepiupn cno
cpehiit M chomuo capabumaan cx

ceuM Caoberuma y CAJ y Gopdu -

opoTMB Henpanae ®oja je 3a Bpese

APYTOT CHETCKOr PaTa wWiabeHa Jy- .

rocaasrjy. Tlourro ‘ot BOAMO IPYHY
‘Aa Aaxge rpobose ycTalukux 3noiena
y Jacenosuy, caam O6u 1pebaio aa
nopexeill Jyae jJa BMA@ WTa Je Y-
wuuKo W' TBO) npujaress monm Mome
10 Bynh — y cena Tate u Onuws
y Danwayuju. Taj ra Hapoa Tamo
TpaXH ?e 24 ra 3a THTy, Beh aa My
oM CyAu 34 JICUHHe XOje je TaMmo
TOSAHMO . ..

Yenopuh nOMCMO ' 38BpLlaBa ROPY-
xoM: ET0, Opate Croyue, Oyau: Mmu

jynax, CpOuti, M AOUPHHECH HEWTO .

n0Bp0 CBOME Hapoxy, AG Te 02 AYNC
cehamo . ..”
He anuMo Aa ay je Crojaxosuh
- oarosopuo Yenosuhy, ann je curyp-
40 R4 ra WeroBO NHCMO Huie MHOTO
YIOYAWIO — M He MMCIM e ce Cy-
npoTCTEBK MAGJH 0 NOIMIAlLY qrro-
Mes#Ea. Mia
caseaa”, To ce Ao0po 3Ha, CTOjM mnon

Momustio Byuh, 3an0Belsix 0310~ .

raatueHe werHMuK2 Jumapcxe IuBU=
suje, UH)% Cy ,BOJHMOM" ocTany 3a-
nauhesd y .llmuwu M OxXO Knu
Ra

Pearosama 3aiemumapa

Hexonmxo Heaeba nocie nNogHo-
weba npeasora 3damoma X. P. T7,
pearosao Je ., 3ujequwdap’ — JHCT
Xpparcxe Gpatcxe 3ajemsimie y A-
MephuM, koja nocToju Beh 81 roax-
wy, @ on oxo 100.000 4wnaxosa yMa
— 20000 CpSa u Bule XxW/bana

- APYTMX Hap0la M HapPOAHOCTH H3

* Jyrocaseuje. TO Je ona Opranusalp- -

ja xoja je 10. jyaa 1841, ocyauaa
Taxo3Beny Helasncry Apmansy Xp-
BaTCKY EKRD .BELITAYKY, HEHaPORHY
.Teopematy” M 04 npemoesnuxa Py-

38eiTA TPANMIA AR HHUERKO He
‘apuaka Iapemdia.

Y upsor DPearossthy ,3&jeIHU-
yap® objaBbyje OTBCPEHO NHOMO
cEWM CCHATOPHME Y  AMEPM KoM

Te Kpejuos naanr. -

- ,.0BO uMje upmy TYT' — e

. IKCT = 18 BMCPHYEA BASNA HACTO~
J¥ Ra noaurde CTNOMEHHK (BOM O-

INOrRatDeHOM HALUCTHYHEOM Capan-

HUKY XOjM jeé 0aroBapaoc 3a CMpT
- HEKOTKKO XWbana Xpsara,
- MyCAHMMBHA ¥ XPYraM OBETCKOM Dpa-
" Ty. Mst nocraBmamo rMTabe 38USTO

8u . Kowrpecr CAJl oneo mpuasaie

HOpexy Xoju ce pame y3 pame Gopuo

ca #HAUMCTHUROM BOJCKOM NPOTHR

AMEDUEE ¥ IEHMX CBBeIHHKA. 3a-
WTO Ce, oUeT, HACTOJK XA Ce HAKOH

HeTPIeceT TOUMHA OpPOraaty Xepo-

jex. 3aurro yweaudaBaTH voBeKa

KOTd je Werod wapon oCyauo He
. cMpT? ' :

Jiner Xpsancke Bpartcke najemtin-

© e yuoacpana X8 Beh caMa YKibEsH-

Ua 18 C8 O CIOMEHWXY [OBUDH Y
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Untited Staten bepaniment of State
Hushingion, D.0C. 20320
7 February 19, 1985
[ - ’
Mr. Bsrnard M. Luketich

National Preeident

Croatian Fraternal union . N
of America ) ‘

100 Delaney Drive

Pittsburgh, Ps. 15235 °

Dear Mr. Lukatich:

Preaident Reagan has asked me to reply to your letter of

" Pebruary 5, 1985, which concerns legislation introduced in the
U.5. Congress to authorize construction of Federal Government
property of a monument to General Draza Mihailovich. We
understand that this legislation, H.R. 77, has been introd.xced
in the House of Representatives and xotcned to the Coamittee
on. House Administration.

The Administration has informed the Congresc that, ae in
the past, it opposes adoption of this legislstion. We
underetand the desire of American servicemen to rvcognize
rescue operations carried out in Yugoslavia during the Second
World War and recognize their right to build a sonument in
recognition of those evente. It {s clear, however, that the
wartime .role of General Mihailovich and his followers resains &
‘eubject of great hiatorical controversy, and that the auaber of
ajrmen they reacued represented only a small part of the total
saved by the Yugoslav resistance as a whole. As a result, we
oppose arection of a monument on Pederal land to Genn-l

: luhnuovlch ot -ny other resistance leader.

CPOCXOr  HapCUIHor -

CpGa,

Roitiand €. Conss J"

Richard E. Coabe,

Director

Oftice of East European
and Yugoslav Affairs

Jr.

. Konrpecy npesctas/ba ,BIHEY y- .

Bpaly CBOKOM AMEPDHHMEOM BOJHHKY
xoju je 640 y APyroM CBETCKOM pa-
Ty, CKPHRBH MMeHE8 OHMX XOju cy,
noJoMuIH ¢80j muBOT Gpanebst omy

3nu,‘yqax je

‘YOAymHO! caBeaduxa B

Yy TAeBHOM Fpajy Gbe Haule BeKe
aeMne ... Clemnbene = AxMeprixe
Jpxase un [pama Muxangopyh He-
MAJy HiauTa 3ajesHmikor. Buo Ou
TO He CaMO JKBJOCTEH AEH 3a Axe-

‘ pmxy. Beh ¥ BeviKa yBpena“.
Kowrpecy, aoomsa)ytin ux aa ocyje-

Jcroppeneno, Bepuapa Jiyweruh,
apeacegnyux - Xpeartcke Gparcxe aa-

jemuue ymyTHo je M muMcMo npex- .

ceauury Poxaany Perawry.

Y nuue npeaceminka CAI, Jlvke-
TMhy je oarosopuo Pruapn Kombc,
aupexTop Opesselsa 38 HCTCMEOE-
BPOTICKe 3eaM/be M Jyrocasanjy. Ox
ra oOssewrtaba dAa Jje Odeldaibe
epMmmMcTPaLje chasectmao Kom-
TPEC AA 6 ‘M OBOTA IyTA Xap X

-+ pocax, onGuja. 403BOJSA 3a MANEBAILE

onofperba 3a NOMIalhe CIOMeHMKA
Opaxcu Muxannomehy, -

"' Komfic jow1 nopaje xako je ,ca-

cBMM (acHO I1a Jje ynora redepana

Muxanaopuhia W sherobux caenbe-
HMKR y OPYTOM CBETCROM DATY M-
CTOPUJOXY joIl HEAOBOJLHO jacHAE K

' KOHTPOBEpP3Ha, re 'aa je 6poj mwaora

KOje Cy OHM CTlaciy camo Majiu aeo

'y nopehery ca OpojeM oHMX Koje cy

~Jajesuudapa” ga '
~HEMA MECTa 38 PATHOT 3N0DAIIE M |

llmcmo y xojem ce mame u‘lee sassa CAJL opoTasx SOANIALY CHOMEHMNKE.

cnaciay “ABHORK INOKpETa OTnopa y
JyrcenaBuju, 36cr 10ia 0adMjuMO M
HE NMPHXBATAMO IOIM3AlLe GIIOMEHH-
Ka...*~ .
MernHe paan Mopa ce pehu zxa je
nopes camnx 518 nuaora wro cy ce,
X8KO CE TEBPAM y AMEPHHIGIM KOH-
3ePBATHIHMM M3IBCPUMA, HPHHYAHO
CIIyCTMAYM Ha Tepuropujy Xgjy ¢y
IpIKAaM HeTHMUK Y TORY AfsTOT
CBETCKCT pats, naao jows 2350 Ame-
purarans. tbux cy cnacan napTu-.
38HM MAM TIPATIGIHIUM M CAMOATH~
3epy  HapoauoccuoboAMARUKOT TIO-
kpera. O TomMe c: ¥y AMePUYKO]
WTaMIM IOTCBY X He roaopu A y-
. TIpABO TO je NOABTAK M3 AMEPHUEMUX
. M3BOpa, KOju je W T1e Kexo Ouo Ro-
crynad HoBistapuma y CAlL
Ilocae pearoBatea ,3ajegHir4apa®
u Xpearcke GpaTcRe 3ajeamiue,
KpajeM OBe rOmIMHE, HXHMIC O¢ A8
he uieja 0 oaMIalLy CUOMEHIika
cLnacHyTH. Ha JE8A0CT, HETNOCPENHO
HaKod Nocere upeacearnue CUB
Munge [lnauuiu Asepuud CTPACTH
Cy Ce NCHOBO NUKPeHya< — KOHIEP-
y nopebemy ca Gpojes oHuX xoje ¢y
BaTWPHE cHare, y3 noMch uelsfike
eMMrpausje, Xeae NOLITO-TIOTO Aa .
Muxaunosha cBpCTaly Yy CTpoj ¢a
amMepuuKid xepojumMa xoju weey
SPYroM CBETCKOM paTy Sipunu 1po-
TMB GumniIng —~ EOME je, uiaue..
leaxa BepPHO CAYXKHKO,
Psaxno) Kouu.uh
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RONALD REAGAN

September 8, 1979

Mr. Michael Radenkovich

Vice President

California Citizens' Committee to
Commemorate General Draja Mihailovich

P. O. Box 1617

Santa Monica, California 90406

Dear Mr. Radenkovich:

Please convey to the California Citizen's Committee to
Commemorate General Draja Mihailovich my sincere appreciation
for their kind invitation to attend tonight's dinner to
commemorate General Mihailovich. Unfortunately, prior
commitments prevent me from being with you.

I believe that the spirit in which you have gathered here to
honor the memory of General Mihailovich, the faithful allied
commander and the first anti-Nazi leader in Europe, is shared
by the great majority of Americans.

The ultimate tragedy of Draja Mihailovich cannot erase the
memory of his heroic and often lonely struggle against the twin
tyrannies that afflicted his people, Nazism and Communism.

He knew that totalitarianism, whatever name it might take, is
the death of freedom. He thus became a symbol of resistance

to all those across the world who have had to fight a similar
heroic and lonely struggle against totalitarianism. Mihailovich
belonged to Yugoslavia; his spirit now belongs to all those who
are willing to fight for freedom.

I wish it could be said that this great hero was the last

victim of confused and senseless policies of western governments
in dealing with Communism. The fact is that others have

suffered a fate similar to his by being embraced and then
abandoned by western governments in the hope that such abandonment
will purchase peace or security.

Thus, the fate of General Mihailovich is not simply of historic
significance--it teaches us something today, as well. No western
nation, including the United States, can hope to win its own
battle for freedom and survival by sacrificing brave comrades

to the politics of international expediency.
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Mr. Michael Radenkovich
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Your dinner therefore commemorates something more than the
legacy of patriotism and heroism that Michailovich left us.
You commemorate the principles for which he fought and died.
And you remind our nation that abandonment of allies can never
buy security or freedcm. In the mountains of Yugoslavia,

in the jungles of Vietnam, wherever men and women have fought
totalitarian brutality, it has been demonstrated beyond doubt .
that both freedom and honor suffer when firm commitments become

sacrificed to false hopes of appeasing aggressors by abandoning
friends.

i cerely,-

\ SN ¢ ST W
RONALD REAGAN ‘:%
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1608 K STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006
(202) 3934811
BY
E. PHILIP RIGGIN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION
to the
SUBCOMMITT EE ON LIBRARIES AND MEMORIALS
HOUSE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
October 4, 1978
e

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee:

I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to present to you the views of
The American Legion in support of erecting the Mihailovich monument. We
believe the monument to be a modest, but fitting tribute to a man whose
actions during World War II epitomized the entire Allied effort to save Europe
from Nazism.

The contributions of General Mihailovich to the Allied cause were
significant. His treatment of American airmen shot down behind enemy lines
is particularly inspirational to the millions of veterans in this country who can
still recall with vivid detail their participation in the struggle against the Axis
powers,

It is indeed tragic that his actions have never received the recogni-
tion they deserved, that the post-war political scene in Eastern Europe has
made it more di plomatically expedient to ignore the man than to honor him.
Now is the time for you and your colleagues in the House to voice your dissatis-
faction with the political entanglements that have delayed this simple act of
gratitude for so many years. Approval of a monument to General Mihailovich
for saving 500 American lives is not an endorsement of his political philosophy
or a condemnation of Marshal Tito's. There is absolutely no reason why an
action of this sort should have any legitimate impact on U. S. efforts to con-
tinue to improve diplomatic communications with the Yugoslavian regime.
Surely, Marshal Tito cannot feel threatened by posthumous recognition of a
political foe who has been dead for 30 years.

The American Legion's appreciation for General Mihailovich dates
back to before his death in 1946. At that time our organization insisted upon
U. S. intervention to insure that General Mihailovich received a fair hearing
while being tried for “"treason’ by the Tito government. Qur official position
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on the matter was embodied in the following Resolution:

"Whereas, General Draza Mihailovich was personally
responsible for saving the lives of approximately 600 American
airmen forced down during the war over territory in
which men under his command were operating, and,

"Whereas, General Mihailovich's aid and assistance
to such American airmen, at considerable risk to him-
self and members of his command, is prima facie evidence
that he was not a collaborationist, and,

"Whereas, it is apparent that the Communist govern-
ment of Marshal Tito i{s intent upon giving General
Mihailovich a summary and unfair trial of the kind which
characterizes Soviet justice,

"Therefore, be it resolved that the American Legion
petition the United States government to exert its influence
by every possible means to insure a fair and impartial
trial for General Mihailovich in return for the generous
aid and assistance accorded American airmen, and

"Be it further resolved, that the American Legion
further petition the United States government to withhold
all financial aid, UNRRA supplies and other assistance from
Tito's government and all persons and territories within
Marshal Tito's command and/or control until such time as
a fair and impartial trial by an inter-allied tribunal is
guaranteed General Mihailovich."”

The American Legion has maintained an interest {n the Mihailovich
matter throughout the past 30 years and has been particularly supportive of
actions to honor him posthumously. Our current position derives from
Resolution No. 312 adopted in August 1977, a copy of which is attached to this
statement. You will note in reading the resolution that we perceive the monu-
ment to Mihailovich to be simply an expression of gratitude by 500 American
airmen.

These 500 airmen, represented by the National Committee of American
Airmen Rescued by General Mihailovich, have agreed to fund the construction
and maintenance of the monument. There is absolutely no commitment of
federal appropriations., The Airmen Committee is merely seeking Congressional
permission to erect the monument on federal property in the District of Columbia.

It appears to us that a visible memorial located here in Washington, D. C.
where millions of Americans visit every year will provide the maximum benefit
to the greatest possible number of our citizens by exposing them to the
Mihailovich story; yet, those same people will not be burdened by its cost.
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The American Legion has examined the Mihailovich issue very closely
over the past several years, assisted by the decided advantage of 30 years of
hindsight. We believe our position in 1946 to have been a valid one and no
international political development during the intervening years is seen as a
sufficient reason to prohibit 500 soldiers from publicly thanking a man for

saving their lives.

Mr. Chairman, [ again extend my appreciation for the opportunity to
present the views of The American Legion.
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In a 29-page report dated November 29, 1944, Col.McDowell disclosed that there was no
evidence whatever of any such collaberation by Mihailovich. Quite to the contrary,
- e et e me e B e
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This, and the later exposure of Klugman as a communist spy(and associate of master
KGB mole Kim Philby) should have served to exonerate Mihailovich. So should the historic

leir

At a July 12th hearing on the Mihailovich Memorial Bill, Maryland's Republican
Represenative Helen Bentley declared: "It is reprehensible that we still hear Klugman's
material —- and that the State Department still swallows that Communist line."

Bentley, a former repprter, was followed by Georgia Republican Newt Gingrich,who declar
""We have a State Department in contradiction with the President."

Gingrich's contention was evident in a letter written by Ronald Reagan in September of
1979, which spoke of "General Mihailovitch, the faithful Allied commander and the first
anti-Nazi leader in Europe...I wish that it could be said that this great hero was the
last victim of confused and senseless policies of western governments in dealing with
Communists. The fact is that others have suffered a fate similar to his, by being embrace:
and then abandoned by western governments, in the hope that such abandonment will
purchase peace or security."

As if on cue, the State Department's Deputy Assistant Secretary For European Affairs,
fark Palmer, told this Congressional hearing that the Government of Yugoslavia has

said that this erection of ~»» ~ —omaedal come T4 La Mo AnTd e i
Therefore, said Palmer, "T »>und".

This insufferable knee-bending to Belgrade -- this allowing of a Communist government
to tell the United States what monuments we can erect in odpfmation's capital -- moved

one of the American fliers, Lt. Col. Charles Davis of Falls, Church, Va. to quote
’resident Reagan again: "It is not the business of other nations to make U.S. foreign
»olicy." As for Congressman Gingrich, he asked this State Department official to step
out of the jammed hearing room and into an adjoining room. Even with the doors shut,
Gingrich's voice could be heard , in full-throated Georgia oratory concerning what he
thinks of this kind of sickening appeasement.

Palmer did not say that President Reagan had actually, himself, converted his
convictions. But Palmer mentioned that Reagan had met with Yugoslavia's Prime Minister
(as if mere meeting means capitulation). For the idea that Ronald Reagan has flip-flopped
on this issue iﬁﬁzzﬂﬁlg3€‘h§£§f”§eems preposterous. ¥wxr Hnly eleven days previous to
Palmer's statement about "The Administration! the supposed head of that Administration,
when asked by me at a televised news conference, quite honestly told the world that the
State Department had been opposing this Mihailovich Memorial Bill without his consent ==
or even his knowledge. And he added that he would be asking about this immediately after
the conclusion of the news conference.

This Bill's author, Illinois Republican Phil Crane, charged that the State Department's
Richard Coombs is guilty of "a clear misrepresentation of the President's position' in
writing to Crane's co-sponsors of the Bill: "President Reagan has asked me to reply to
your letter" -- when President Reagan, as revealed on TV, knew nothing about what State
was up to. And when Crane sent a letter of complaint to Secretary Shultz about this
outrage, the reply came not from Shultz, but from the outrageous omne.

It is sad that President Reagan could not have been present to meet these rescued
fliers, 0SS officers, and Serbian-Americans from all over the nétio .’Tgﬁﬁﬁgre a
wonderfully warm\€E§§£E£UI and dedicated people; a gathering whlch‘aihﬂg s the
home of the brave o deserve far better support from their President.





