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Eureka 
College 

"'1·•r·•· ! '~.:.-. 

December 22, 1987 

Office of the President 

Mr. Fred Ryan 
Director of Private Sector Initiatives 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Ryan: 

This is to follow up on my request for a meeting with the President on behalf of the 
officers of the Board of Trustees of Eureka College. Attending such a meeting would 
be Chairman G. Raymond Becker, Vice-Chairman John Bearce, Treasurer Burrus 
Dickinson, and myself. 

In their spring meeting last :May, the Trustees gave preliminary approval to establishing 
a capital campaign for Eureka College, extending over the next five years. The Execu­
tive Committee was authorized to review needs and establish goals for such a campaign. 
At the meeting in October, the Executive Committee reported back to the Board with 
a recommendation for a campaign for $24,000,000 with the following specific ingredients: 

1) Endowment - $10,000,000 
2) Renovation & rehabilitation of existing facilities - $3,600,000 
3) New facilities/improvements - $5,000,000 
4) Annual budget support - $5,000,000 
5) Campaign expense - $400,000 

The Trustees named Messrs. Becker, Bearce, and Dickinson to serve as general Co-Chairmen 
of the campaign. They are now intensely involved in establishing campaign leadership, and 
will devote the 1988 year to personal contacts and solicitation of major gift candidates. No 
public announcement of the campaign is anticipated prior to February, 1989. 

It is important that we have the opportunity to present this information to the President, 
both because of his general and continuing interest in Eureka College, and because of 
specific items related to him. Those items are: 

1) Reagan Scholarship Endowment 

An additional $2.5 million in endowment to "fully" fund the Reagan 
Scholarship Program is being sought. 

2) Reagan Museum and Conference Center 

A modest but appropriate facility is planned to provide display space 
for materials related to President Reagan, including historical materials 

300 East College Avenue • Eureka Illinois 61530 • (309) -167-3721 
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Ur. Fred Ryan 
December 22, 1987 
Page 2 

from his time as a student here, materials about him which he or 
others have sent to us through the years, and those artifacts which 
will be provided from his days in the White House. We do not have 
adequate or appropriate existing space for such a display on the 
campus. In planning for this, the Trustees have determined that 
the building should also service the general academic and program­
matic needs of the College. It is planned to include a multi-purpose 
auditorium for general campus use, and a fully equipped conference 
center to attract academic, business, and other conferences or 
retreats to the campus, as well as service our existing programs. 
This building is planned at a cost of $2.5 million. 

3) Endowment to underwrite the operations of the museum and conference 
center 

$1.5 million in endowment is being sought, which will provide investment 
income to underwrite the operations of this new facility. 

The Trustees have been aware throughout their planning that the President does not 
desire to have an expensive or elaborate museum built for him on the Eureka campus. 
His desires have been carefully pursued in the planning of this facility. It will be a 
part of the basic campus, will fit into the architecture of the campus, and will provide 
a badly needed asset in programmatic usage. 

It is important that we have the opportunity to discuss this with him, and Chairman 
Becker and I appreciate the opportunity to talk with you about this in more detail. 
Thank you for your assistance. 

GAH:jp 

Since~ 

George A. Hearne 
President 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON To AJI I:, 
/ ,,cv Dete _______ Time__. ___ _ 

WHILE VDU WERE OUT 

M GU)<f HN 
of -

Phan■ ~i) 1'6 f 
Area e Number Extension 

TELEPHONED PLEASE CALL 

CALLEO TO SEE YOU WIU CALL AGAIN 

WANTS TO SEE YOU URGENT 

I RETURNED YOUR CALL I r 
Meeaege, __________ _ 

AMPAD 
EFFICIENCY@ 

Operator 

23-021 CARBON LESS 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

1/21/88 

Anne: 

As I told yox yesterday, I know 

that Chris Cox and John Hilboldt 

have been working on the Eureka 

matter. Also, I believe that Chris 

may have something prepared to 

send to them and, therefore, I 

suggest that Fred coordinate with 

Counsel's office before sending 

a letter from the President. 

charley shepherd 
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TO: 

FROM 

RECEIVE9t11_ 
THE WHITE HOUSE • V 

WASHINGTON ,JA N ~ o 1988 

Date: January 

FRED RYAN 

SCHEDULING 
26 pFf9lfsE 

KATHERINE D. LADDW­
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of 
White House Secretariat 

Attached are edits received from 
the Counsel's Office to the 
proposed Presidential letter re 
Eureka College. Once the letter 
has been revised, we can send 
it forward to the President. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

. .. - '"' ' •• f , ... ... . 

.,'January 25, 1988 

~1EMORANDUM FOR RHETT B. DAWSON 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDEN~FOR OPERATIONS 

FROM: ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE, JR 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Eureka College 
Re: Museum and ConfP-rence Center 

·: 4 

Pursuant to your staffing memorandum of January 25, 1988, 
Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced letter. 
Subject to the minor edits noted directly on the draft of that 
letter, Counsel's Office has no objection to having the President 
sign this letter. 

Attc.chment 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 22, 1988 
I • 

,_ ,,/ J C,· '\ v vfS i..e.£.,,~ 

-f If-'- 'ra,'- 1-t e, J""'" k 
ivt h~ ;--r !,•·-~ :} £lit'"\ 

iv--:;_ ('.1..,L ,J ?f) - -
.- v 0 "' ~ -v'~ - '· l,,. t .. - frr_v f::..· 1_ t i-, ... ,,. /{A-

Dear George: ( · G 1 V f _/ l 4(' 8- {.u_.;- ,iL •. 
' ) 
I 

Fred Ryan has briefed me n his recent meeting with you 
and on Burek~';f plans for a capital campalsni. ~ pleased to 
know that the ~hool is in excellent finanbfai' sha e and is 

W O•.,1;; ,{ ·71 !> 0 0.- ju,..- f V I ; C ~ ~1 0 W -
planning for the future. ~ r ~-vn 

k. J.ta;q: encourage<!,-by the success of th Reagan Scholars \,u~\.t,i\2 
~rogram. W,!Y:n-1-1net Uleae yeaRi(f peeple last Spring, I wtl ~ ~ ~ 
:ceeUzed- that +be future of oui, ee\letry waa aee11•e ~eeese- -fl'tv,., ,l,,, . s~v 
aome fine leaders~ being prepared for their roles as 
citizens and careta ers of our precious freedoms. Eureka (' &-f.ifl ( e... 
ku nurtur~ the spirit and helpr ~ ~rtnw them to1their ::;v? • .,.<.,{ / 
full potent • ~ · /A.. 1) l, /!,,;; r ~ _ be v ,. 

Vl--f ~ ·7 t..-'f1 i/ '" (.( J 
While I am touc'hed and fl tered by your proposal to build a t Lis -
new conference center be ng my name, I would still prefer Y~ 
something on a much sm er scale in an already existing · ! .11 
facility. I hope you wi continue with the library exhibit 
idea that we have disc, ssed in the past. 

,/ 
Meanwhile, I am deeply grateful fo~your dedication to an 
institution so dear to my heart. Thanks for all you have 
done and cont;i-ue to do for me and for Eureka. 

; 
! 

' / 
/ 
1/ Sincerely, 

l~ ft10~ ~ t1-U...I'( pt [ 12-·(A__ .. 

Mr. George A. Hearne 
President . 
Eureka College 
300 East College A venue 
Eureka, Illinois 61530 

--. .., - ·· -- · ·--- -·--- ·-..,.....,.:3-. ' .. 
• ... .? ,t 

r 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH ING TON 

January 26, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR. ,X/ 
SUBJECT: Eureka Colleg_e 

Over the past several years, you have sent memorabilia and mementos of 
your Administration to Eureka College. 

Your guidance to them has always been that you did not want a special 
museum or facility built to house those items. They are currently on 
display in the school library and display cases on the campus. 

They have now proposed that a $5 million museum and conference center 
be built on campus to house these and other items which they would seek 
to obtain. The museum would also include a replica of the Oval Office. 

This proposed complex is far in excess of the guidance you have given 
them and fundraising efforts could conflict with those of your Library. 
Further, in light of the previous budgetary problems that Eureka College 
experienced, it may be more prudent for them to devote their financial 
resources toward a stronger school endowment fund. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached letter indicating that you are appreciative of 
their proposal, but feel that they should continue with their current 
displays in their student library. 

Approve Disapprove Other 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

/ 

ANNE M. KELLY 
Associate Director 
Private Sector Initiatives 
x6678 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 28, 1988 

TO: FRED RYAN 

FROM RHETT B. DAWSON 
Assistant to the President 

for Operations 

I understand the President 
spoke to you about this 
earlier today. I will 
await the rev ised final 
letter for the President's 
signature . 
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ORANOUM 
OF CALL Previous editions usable 

TO: -----
□ YOU WERE CALLED BY- □ YOU WERE VISITED BY-

OF (Organization) 

□ PLEASE PHONE ► □ FTS □ AUTOVON 

□ WILL CALL AGAIN □ IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

□ RETURNED YOUR CALL □ WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

MESSAGE 

RECEIVED BY 

63-110 NSN 7540-00-634-4018 STANDARD FORM 13 (Rev. 8-81) 
Prescribed by GSA . 
FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 *U.S . GPO: 1986-181•246/40015 



. ......, 

T H E W HI TE H OCSE 

WAS Hf :-.;G T ON 

Dear 

Fred Ryan has briefed me on his rece , t meeting with you 
and on th B~ard of Trustees' plans for a five-year capital 
campaign I am pleased to know t at the school is in 
excellent finanhial shape and .is p anning for the future. 

I would also like to note how e , ouraged I am by the 
success of the R gan Scholar rogram. When I met the 
participants in that program as Spring, I was heartened to 
see that such fine \eaders ere being prepared for their 
roles as citizens and caret kers of our precious freedoms. 
Eureka College shoul be proud of its role in nurturing the 
spirit of those -young pie and helping them to reach their 
full potential. 

While I am touched afl d f\attered by your proposal to build a 
new conference center bea ing my name, I would still prefer 
something on a much small scale in an already existing 
facility. I hope you will co tinue with the library exhibit 
idea that we have discussed 1 the past. 

Meanwhile, I arri deeply gratefu for your dedication to an 
institution so dear to my heart. Thanks for all you have 
done and cont'inue to do for me a\ d for Eureka. 

I 

Mr . George A . Hearne 
President 
Eureka College 
300 East College Avenue 
Eureka, Illinois 61530 

Sinc~rely, 
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Dear George: 

THE WHIT E HOl· s E 

WAS Hl l',;G T 01' 

January 27, 1988 

Fred Ryan has briefed me on his recent meeting with you 
and on the Board of Trustees' plans for a five-year capital 
campaign for Eureka College. I am pleased to know that the 
school is in excellent financial shape and is planning for the 
future. 

I would also like to note how encouraged I am by the 
success of the Reagan Scholars Program. When I met the 
participants in that program last Spring, I was heartened to 
see that such fine leaders were being prepared for their 
roles as citizens and caretakers of our precious freedoms. 
Eureka College should be proud of its role in nurturing the 
spirit of those young people and helping them to reach their 
full potential. 

~ I am touched and flattered by your proposal to build a 
new conference center bearing my name, I~ 
sEN11dhing eiR = -- ::ru,e!T emtdlN. 1!enlc:::ia:ar 2Jraad¥=-&Xiati11g 
ilriMily. t- hope you will continue with the library exhibit 
idea that we have discussed in the past. 



T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1988 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Attached for your signature 
is your letter to George 
Hearne, which you had 
edited yesterday afternoon. 
All your changes have 
been made. 

r 
Rhett Dawson 

• 

• 



Dear George: 

THE WHITE HOlJS E 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1988 

Fred Ryan has briefed me on his recent meeting with you and on 
the Board of Trustees' plans for a five-year capital campaign for 
Eureka College. I am pleased to know that the school is in 
excellent financial shape and is planning for the future. 

I would also like to note how encouraged I am by the success of 
the Reagan Scholars Program. When I met the participants in 
that program last Spring, I was heartened to see that such fine 
leaders were being prepared for their roles as citizens and 
caretakers of our precious freedoms. Eureka College should be 
proud of its role in nurturing the spirit of those young people 
and helping them to reach their full potential. 

I am touched and flattered by your proposal to build a new 
conference center bearing my name and hope you will continue 
with the library exhibit idea that we have discussed in the past. 
But George, having lived with Eureka's genteel and sometimes 
desperate poverty so long, I can't help but worry about the 
costly project you've proposed. If money in that amount can be 
raised, are there not more valuable and urgent uses for it "neath 
the elms"? I'll be guided by your judgment on relative values, 
but want you to know I want what's best for Eureka. 

I'm deeply grateful for your dedication to an institution so dear 
to my heart. Thanks for all you've done and continue to do for 
me and for Eureka. 

Mr. George A. Hearne 
President 
Eureka College 
300 East College A venue 
Eureka, Illinois 61530 



THE WHITE HO C SE 

WASHI N GTO N 

January 29, 1988 

Dear George: 

Fred Ryan has briefed me on his recent meeting with you and on 
the Board of Trustees' plans for a five-year capital campaign for 
Eureka College. I am pleased to know that the school is in 
excellent financial shape and is planning for the future. 

I would also like to note how encouraged I am by the success of 
the Reagan Scholars Program. When I met the participants in 
that program last Spring, I was heartened to see that such fine 
leaders were being prepared for their roles as citizens and 
caretakers of our precious freedoms. Eureka College should be 
proud of its role in nurturing the spirit of those young people 
and helping them to reach their full potential. 

I am touched and flattered by your proposal to build a new 
conference center bearing my name and hope you will continue 
with the library exhibit idea that we have discussed in the past. 
But George, having lived with Eureka's genteel and sometimes 
desperate poverty so long, I can't help but worry about the 
costly project you've proposed. If money in that amount can be 
raised, are there not more valuable and urgent uses for it "neath 
the elms"? I'll be guided by your judgment on relative values, 
but want you to know I want what's best for Eureka. 

I'm deeply grateful for your dedication to an institution so dear 
to my heart. Thanks for all you've done and continue to do for 
me and for Eureka. 

Mr. George A. Hearne 
President 
Eureka College 
300 East College A venue 
Eure~a, Illinois 61530 

Sincerely, 



Eureka rJ~1,J;,,~ 
College ~~ 
Chartered 1855 t ~--

Office of the President 

President Ronald W. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President/Ron: 

April 14, 1988 

In this letter I would like to upJ!~ Y:.QJL.Q 
and to seek your assistance on_&.e.v.er.al...ite.ms. -------··--· -··-· 

RE: Memorabilia Exhibit 

We have accepted your counsel and have abandoned plans to construct a 
museum and conference center. However, there were items in that facility that 
are badly needed (auditorium, seminar rooms, meeting rooms). We also do need 
a more adequate space than exists in the library to exhibit the memorabilia which 
we already have and which we are now receiving from you from your days in 
Washington. Our answer has been to combine those elements with a second facility 
that was a part of our long-range plan - a campus center. This gives us one new 
building rather than two, and will meet many of the needs we have without the 
extra cost of a museum. 

It is our intention to note that the "Ronald Reagan Exhibit" is housed in 
this new campus center, but we will make no reference to a museum, and obviously 
will not seek to construct an oval office, rose garden, etc. 

:·~E: Washington Dinner 

Eureka College wo.JJ.ld like to QQSJ: a . "than}L_y_ru1._. . .an.d__farew.e.U~'. .. _qJrm.~.1-Jor 
yo.u_a.nd Nanq__.i.n.._W..ashington -this ... fall .......w ith proceeds going to the Ronald Reagan 
Scholarship Program. This would be similar in some respects to the Willard Event, 
but our hope would be to hold it in a larger facility where more could attend. 
Obviously, the success of such an event would depend on the availability of you 
and Nancy, and on timing which would make it attractive to many people there 
in Washington. Please advise me on_ ygur !=1Vailability and your recommendations 
regarding this. 

:·~ E : Campus Visit 

Eureka College would, of course, be proud to ou visit the cam us 
one&_ more before, or shortly af.tei:., ... .the com-plet-ion..- ef--yeaF-- ferm. That would 
give us an opportunity here to celebrate your outstanding service to our nation 
and the world, and your special place among those who love Eureka. It would 
also provide an opportunity for us to a ward the honorary degree to Nancy which 
has already been approved by our faculty and Trustees. 

300 East College Avenue • Eureka, Illinois 61 530 • (309) 467-372 1 



President Ronald W. Reagan 
April 14, 1988 
Page 2 

RE: Hasib Sabbagh 

I have a special re.guest rega.rding.=l'.Ll.1.$.te.e..-Hasib,.-.Sab,bag:h.~,.and lli!i .. -4...s.yg,~E.1 
_§~. Mr. Sabbagh has been a Trustee for four years, and, as you know, a strong 
supporter of the College and the Reagan Scholarship Program. He has been anxiQUs 
to have the .o.p.p0-r--t-t1-n-i-t:y------~ --meet.--,¥0-U--at the __ Whtte. .... Ilo.1.1s.e., but this is something 
we have not been able to arrange. His daughter is a permanent resident, who ~ 
will soon be seeking citizenship in the United States. She is also an active supporter ~; LJ!) 
of the College, and has been helpful in our discussions on international study. ~ 

I would like to r~ue~t c!__n a,pp.oin.tment .. for .. m.e .~to ... ...br.in.g .... Mr •--S.?.P.J:.i,c;i,gb J;!,pd 
San~ to the White _ Ho.use for .JL .. brieL .roe.e.ting__:w.i.ULY-9~ · In the past, this request 
has not been cleared, but neither I nor Mr. Sabbagh know why. Apparently, he 
is consulted on occasion by members of the State Department. Miss Sabbagh 
has attended a reception at the White House for those who supported the renovation 
of the Blair House. Why we have been unable to arrange contact for one who 
serves Eureka College so well is hard for them or me to understand. 

Hasib Sana 

Date of Birth: 1920 Date of Birth: 12/20/60 
Place of Birth : Maragouan, Lebanon Place of Birth: Beirut, Lebanon 
Current Residence: Athens, Greece Current Residence: New York, NY 

SSN: 316- 80-7957 

RE: Report to You 

If there is a conve-R-i:€n.L.tim.e...in-the near..iut .ute . .. .l wo.uld ... li.ke,,s.o . ...ro.e.et .. w.ith 
you, . alo~_g~---~ -!~_h_,_9Jl~.U:.ma.D . .J}.~£1,5,§.,£... §ln.d . th~ ... _c::,Q.:£h_?jf§ ___ qf_ _Q.'\l.L ,,.Q{:lp!t.~J ._f _a~p_a,Jgn, 
to let you know the directions in which the Trustees are moving, and to get your .. I 9 . . t.A. _ 

opinion and advice as we move ahead in our efforts to maintain and improve the Z:-t~ 
strong contributions made by Eureka College to this society. ~ ' 

I am grateful to you for your continued strong leadership on behalf of our 
country and the world, and I am grateful for the special affection which you 
continue to show for Eureka College. It is my hope that we can move ahead on 
the items listed above as soon as possible. Thank you. 

GAH:jp 

George A. Hearne 
President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 17, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR A.B. CULVAHOUSE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ANNE KELLY 
Associate Director 
Private Sector Initiatives 

HASIB SABBAGH 

We have received a request from George Hearne, President of 
Eureka College, the President's alma mater, for an appointment with 
one of their Board of Trustees: Hasib Sabbagh. Mr. Sabbagh is 
the only person on their board who is not an American citizen, and 
has been excluded from Presidential functions involving the Eureka 
Board of Trustees in the past. As Mr. Sabbagh has been 
extremely active on behalf of both the college and the Ronald 
Reagan Scholars program, President Hearne is again placing the 
request. 

I have checked our files, and it is not clear whether past actions 
were just cautious moves taken in this area, or whether there was a 
particular problem with Mr. Sabbagh. 

I would appreciate receiving your advice on whether such an 
appointment would be possible and if not, what response we could 
provide to President Hearne. 

Thank you. 

attachment 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 9, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE M. KELLY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
PRIVATE SECTOR INITIATIVES 

ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE, JR. 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Appointment with the President for Hasib Sabbagh, 
Member of Board of Trustees of Eureka College 

Pursuant to your request, Counsel's Office has reviewed the 
above-referenced request for an appointment with the President. 
For the reasons noted below, Counsel's office recommends that Mr. 
Sabbagh's request to meet with the President be denied. 

As you know, we are careful to limit Presidential involvement 
with even domestic donors to entities, such as Eureka College, 
with which the President is closely associated in the minds of 
the public -- for example, we keep the identities of those who 
donate money from the President. We are even more careful to 
limit any Presidential or White House involvement with foreign 
donors. Members of the public are naturally more suspicious of 
funding from foreign sources. Not only are they less familiar 
with those sources, but because they often identify foreign 
nationals with their governments, they have more serious concerns 
about the type of influence these individuals may be attempting 
to exert on the President. In situations like this one, these 
concerns are exacerbated by the absence of the more obvious 
motives often attributed to U.S. donors to colleges (~, 
concern for the quality of U.S. education, or gratitude for the 
education they or their children have received). 

Please be aware that the National Security Council staff shares 
the view of Counsel's office that this request should be denied. 
In the event that a decision to allow Mr. Sabbagh to meet with 
the President is likely despite our advice, we strongly urge that 
our office and NSC staff be consulted before a decision to 
provide Mr . Sabba gh with s u c h a meeting i s ma d e fina l. 



Eur-eka 
College 
Chartered t 85S 

Office of the President 

President Ronald W. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President/Ron: 

August 17, 1988 

Dr. Rolf Craft, Director of the Reagan Scholarship Program, has told me of his visit with 
you, along with some of the Reagan Scholars. I want to thank you again for your continued 
hospitality to the scholars, and your enthusiasm for the scholarship program and Eureka 
College. I know how much they appreciated the time and attention that you were able to 
give to them. 

Dr. Craft told me of your concern about any possible reactions I, or others here, may have 
had to your feelings about a "museum" at Eureka. His report led me to worry that you had / 
not seen my letter of April 14, which was submitted to you via Fred Ryan. That concerns 
me, because I understood through Fred's office that this had been given to you and dis­
cussed with you. 

In that letter, I noted that the Trustees received with appreciation your comments regarding 
the proposed museum. That proposal was abandoned in accord with your request. We do 
need a more appropriate area to exhibit the memorabilia which you have sent and are sending, 
but have included that merely as one room in our plans for a Campus Center. The Center 
will also include badly needed space for student services, conference facilities, and an audi­
torium, and will free Burgess Hall for development of additional classrooms. 

I totally understand your concerns about our previous plans. Both I and the Trustees 
appreciate your desire to focus on the museum in California, as well as your desire to 
retain the essential qualities of Eureka College which you have appreciated so long. The 
direction we are moving is appropriate for the College and is in support of your suggestions. 

I watched with mixed emotions your address to the Republican Convention. The tribute 
was both thrilling and well deserved - for both you and Nancy. Your alma mater is ex­
tremely proud and grateful for all that you have given to your country and to the world 
in these past 7 ½ years - and for what you will yet accomplish before this term ends. 

You have an enthusiastic invitation to return to the campus "neath the Elms" whenever 
that is possible. I still look forward to presenting the honorary degree to Nancy, on behalf 
of our faculty and Trustees. 

With my very best wishes. 

GAH:jp 

300 East College Avenue • Eureka . lll1no1s 61530 • (309) 467-372 1 
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Eureka 
College 
Challered 1855 

December 22, 1987 

Office of the President 

Mr. Fred Ryan 
Director of Private Sector Initiatives 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Ryan: 

This is to follow up on my request for a meeting with the President on behalf of the 
officers of the Board of Trustees of Eureka College. Attending such a meeting would 
be Chairman G. Raymond Becker, Vice-Chairman John Bearce, Treasurer Burrus 
Dickinson, and myself. 

In their spring meeting last :May, the Trustees gave preliminary approval to establishing 
a capital campaign for Eureka College, extending over the next five years. The Execu­
tive Committee was authorized to review needs and establish goals for such a campaign. 
At the meeting in October, the Executive Committee reported back to the Board with 
a recommendation for a campaign for $24,000,000 with the following specific ingredients: 

1) Endowment - $10,000,000 
2) Renovation & rehabilitation of existing facilities - $3,600,000 
3) New facilities/improvements - $5,000,000 
4) Annual budget support - $5,000,000 
5) Campaign expense - $400,000 

The Trustees named Messrs. Becker, Bearce, and Dickinson to serve as general Co-Chairmen 
of the campaign. They are now intensely involved in establishing campaign leadership, and 
will devote the 1988 year to personal contacts and solicitation of major gift candidates. No 
public announcement of the campaign is anticipated prior to February, 1989. 

It is important that we have the opportunity to present this information to the President, 
both because of his general and continuing interest in Eureka College, and because of 
specific items related to him. Those items are: 

1) Reagan Scholarship Endowment 

An additional $2.5 million in endowment to "fully" fund the Reagan 
Scholarship Program is being sought. 

2) Reagan Museum and Conference Center 

A modest but appropriate facility is planned to provide display space 
for materials related to President Reagan, including historical materials 

300 East College Avenue • Eureka, Illinois 61530 • (309) 467 -3721 
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Mr. Fred Ryan 
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from his time as a student here, materials about him which he or 
others have sent to us through the years, and those artifacts which 
will be provided from his days in the White House. We do not have 
adequate or appropriate existing space for such a display on the 
campus. In planning for this, the Trustees have determined that 
the building should also service the general academic and program­
matic needs of the College. It is planned to include a multi-purpose 
auditorium for general campus use, and a fully equipped conference 
center to attract academic, business, and other conferences or 
retreats to the campus, as well as service our existing programs. 
This building is planned at a cost of $2~5 million. 

3) Endowment to underwrite the operations of the museum and conference 
center 

$1.5 million in endowment is being sought, which will provide investment 
income to underwrite the operations of this new facility. 

The Trustees have been aware throughout their planning that the President does not 
desire to have an expensive or elaborate museum built for him on the Eureka campus. 
His desires have been carefully pursued in the planning of this facility. It will be a 
part of the basic campus, will fit into the architecture of the campus, and will provide 
a badly needed asset in programmatic usage. 

It is important that we have the opportunity to discuss this with him, and Chairman 
Becker and I appreciate the opportunity to talk with you about this in more detail. 
Thank you for your assistance. 

GAH:jp 



THE WHIT E HO U S E 

WAS HI NG T ON 

January 27, 1988 

Dear George: 

Fred Ryan has briefed me on his recent meeting with you 
and on the Board of Trustees' plans for a five-year capital 
campaign for Eureka College. I am pleased to know that the 
school is in excellent financial shape and is planning for the 
future. 

I would also like to note how encouraged I am by the 
success of the Reagan Scholars Program. When I met the 
participants in that program last Spring, I was heartened to 
see that such fine leaders were being prepared for their 
roles as citizens and caretakers of our precious freedoms. 
Eureka College should be proud of its role in nurturing the 
spirit of those young people and helping them to reach their 
full potential. 

While I am touched and flattered by your proposal to build a 
new conference center bearing my name, I would still prefer 
something on a much smaller scale in an already existing 
facility. I hope you will continue with the library exhibit 
idea that we have discussed in the past. 

Meanwhile, I am deeply grateful for your dedication to an 
institution so dear to my heart. Thanks for all you have 
done and continue to do for me and for Eureka. 

Mr. George A. Hearne 
President 
Eureka College 
300 East College Avenue 
Eureka, Illinois 61530 

Sincerely, 



September 19, 1988 

, A• Jli' 
Dear George: fl"r 
Thank you for your ~ lette'fl? I thoroughly enjoyed meeting 
with the newest group of Reagan Scholars last June. Over and 
over again, I am impressed with calibur of students Eureka is able 
to attract. 

I appreciate the thoughts you have expressed over expansion plans 
for the College. As I have mentioned to you before, my main 
concern was that we not get in over our heads, and that the 
College remain in its strong financial shape. Your modified plans 

see; qt~p~te.JC>-pf~vvv/ 1 ~ 7v--/l~J.. ~v//4 
Free Ry0:n and hts 'Staff all along hO:Ve kephne ~informed on all 
Eureka matters. Please feel free to continue to write • with your 
thoughts. ' ,. 

Sincerely, 

RR 




