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AMERICAN TURKISH ASSOCIATION
P.0. BOX 57073 Orire
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037 Ly J0

November 14, 1986 6'§p

T

Mr. Max Green MM{ %’

Office of Public Affairs, Room 196 QEOB
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Green:

This year the American Turkish Association of Washington D.C.
will be hosting the Ninth Annual Convention of the Assembly of
Turkish American Associations. Representatives from 39 local
organizations will assemble in Washington, D.C. in May 1987, and
as part of our program, we would like to regquest, once again, a
White House conference or briefing to coincide with this event.
Although we have had only two such meetings so far, the first one
arranged by Mr. Linus Kojalis and held in May 1984, and the
second arranged by you and held in May 1986, White House meetings
have become the highlight of our convention program and are much
appreciated by all. Further the impact of these meetings is not
limited to the attendants as the information is widely
disseminated throughout the Turkish American community through
newsletters of various organizations as well as in Turkey as our
annual convention is closely monitored by the Turkish Press.

We would appreciate it greatly if you can arrange another
briefing for us on Friday, May 8, 1987 from 3-5 pm. Our members'
concerns include political, economic, military, and trade
relations between the United States and Turkey and any other "hot
issue" on the President's desk that relates to Turkey. We had
some problems at the door last year, mostly due to our inability
to exclude members who had not provided proper ID information,
but I can assure you we will be very efficient this year and
submit all relevant information on time.

Finally, although I realize this is very unlikely, nonetheless
I would 1like to raise the possibility of President Reagan
addressing our group on May 8, 1987. I can assure you the impact
of his appearance before our group will be extremely strong, with
positive consequences throughout the Turkish American community
in the States as well as in Turkey. If you have any questions,
please call me at 654-0647. Hope to hear from you soon.

/
Sincerelyz%/m

Enginh Inel Holmstrom
President
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
November 2, 1983

Dear Mr. Holmstrom:

Your letter to the President concerning the lack of Turkish-
American participation at thée White House conference for ethnic
press has been forwarded to me for reply. BAs the White House
liaison with America's ethnic communities and the person who was
responsible for drawing up the lists of invitees to this event, I
would like to offer my most sincere apologies for this omission.
While we were not able to invite representatives of all ethnic
papers, we did strive to at least have every American ethnic
community represented. You have my full assurance that the
Turkish-American community will be invited to participate in all
appropriate ethnic programs at the White House in the future.

I must admit that in the period I have served in my present
position, I have not had an opportunity to mect with Turkish-
American representatives, I would be most happy, therefore, to
meet with you to learn about vour community and to discuss issues
of concern. Please call me at 456-2741 if you think a meceting
would be useful.

Finally, I would like to thank you, on behalf of the President,
for your kind words of suppert in light of the recent tragedy in
Lebanon. Your concern is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
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“finas Kojelis/|
‘Associate Diréctor
Office of Public Liaison

Mr. Engin I. Holmstrom
resident

American Turkish Association

P. O. Box 56073

Washington, D.C. 20037
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AMERICAN TURKISH ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 57073 O 0
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037

October 25, 1983

President Ronald Reagan
White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Reagan:

I apologize for writing at a time of national tragedy and
sorrow, but I would like to bring to your attention a
matter which has greatly distressed the Turkish American
community here., R T T T e e
We learned that there was not a single representative from
our community in the Luncheon for Specialized Press held
at the White House on October 18, 1983. We also learned
that a number of guestions were raised by Greek and
Armenian representatives attending the luncheon regarding
issues vital to Turkey and Turkish Americans.

There are over 40 local organizations in the United States
representing Turkish Americans. Their umbrella organization,
the Assembly of Turkish American Associations, is also ‘
located in Washington, D.C. Most of the local organizations
have their regular publications, including the American
Turkish Association of Washington, D.C. The national
organization also publishes a regular newsletter.

The Turkish Americans in this country may not be large in
number compared to other ethnic minorities, but we are a
unique group. Most of us are professionals, such as physic-
ians, scientists, engineers, architects, university profes-
sors, etc, We pay high taxes and greatly contribute to the
scientific and technological advancements in this country
as well as to its academic life amnd health care services.

We would respectfully request that we be given a chance to
volce our concerns and respond tp questions directly

affecting us in such occasions ap the Luncheon for Specialized
Press held in the White House, f you need information re-
garding the Turkish American organizations, please contact me.

I would also like to take this o%portunity to let you know
that the Turkish American community here shares your grief

over the tragic losses in Beirut and wish a safe and speedy
solution to the problem there.

Respectfully,

LG /. Mo pwatenn

Engin Inel Holmstrom
President



January 27, 1984

I am delighted te send iy warm greetings to all
those pathered for the Amerxean Friends of Turkey
Conference

This event presents & valuable opportunity to
further international understanding and develop

a greater appreciation of the role of Turkey in
the community of nations. In expanding our com-
prehension of the eultural, sociasl, and political
heritage of the Turkish people, the Confercence
promotes increased awareness of the important
part this liediterranean country plays in the
affairs of western nations and the NATO alliance.

In addition, I want to expresas my warm congratu-

lations to Assistant Secretary of Defense Richard
N, Perle on hig selection for your Annupal Distin-~ )
guiohed Citizen Award, N

e

You have my best wishes for a productive and

rewarding Conference,
AOHALD BEasan

SHOW TEXT TO LINAS KOJELIS BEFORE SENDING
SEND TO:

Ralph E. Ropp, Col. (USA.Ret.)
Chairman

Americ¢an friends of Turkey Conference
P. O. Box 587

Merrifield, Virginia 22116
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